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3.3  Results of the Archaeological Records Search 
BFSA requested an archaeological records search for a one-half-mile radius around the 

project from the South Central Coastal Information Center at California State University, 
Fullerton.  The records search indicated that a total of 36 cultural resources are located within 
one-half mile of the subject property, none of which are located within the project boundaries 
(Table 3.3–1).  These resources are all historic and consist of three historic residences, a hotel, 11 
commercial buildings, two industrial buildings, one railroad, three railroad grades, historic 
building remains, portions of San Bernardino Chinatown, historic military property, a former 
building location, two schools, a government building, two trash scatters, two public utilities 
buildings, an artifact, and an opera house.  

 
Table 3.3–1 

Archaeological Sites Located Within  
One-Half Mile of the 119 South Arrowhead Avenue Project 

 

Site(s) Description 

SBR-4186H, P-36-017670,  
P-36-033060, and P-36-033061 Historic residence 

SBR-4191H Historic hotel 
SBR-4288H, SBR-7841H, P-36-020805, 

P-36-020806, P-36-020807, P-36-029348, 
P-36-030754, P-36-030757, P-36-030758, 

P-36-030759, and P-36-033066 

Historic commercial building 

P-36-030756 and P-36-033065 Historic industrial building  
SBR-6101H Historic railroad  

SBR-6847H, SBR-10,820H,  
and P-36-029349 Historic railroad grade 

SBR-7138H Historic building remains 

SBR-10,399H and SBR-10,400H Historic portion of  
San Bernardino Chinatown 

P-36-012916 Historic military property 
P-36-013886 Former historic building location 
P-36-017659 Historic Mormon school 
P-36-033064 Historic elementary school 
P-36-017733 Historic government building  

SBR-13,310H and SBR-32,709H Historic trash scatter  
P-36-026798 and P-36-027694 Historic public utilities building  

P-36-027089 Historic artifact 
P-36-033063 Historic opera house 
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A total of 30 cultural resource studies have been conducted within one-half mile of the 
project, one of which (Roger 1998) intersects with the project boundaries.  The Rogers (1998) 
study was a determination of eligibility for 50 buildings in the city of San Bernardino.  The full 
records search has been provided in Appendix C.    

In addition, BFSA reviewed the following historic sources: 
 
• The National Register of Historic Places Index 
• The Office of Historic Preservation (OHP), Archaeological Determinations of 

Eligibility 
• The OHP, Built Environment Resources Directory  
• Historic USGS maps 
• Historic aerial photographs (1930, 1938, 1953, 1959, 1968, 1977, 1979, 1985, 1990, 

1994, 2002, 2005, 2009, and 2013) 
 
These sources did not indicate the presence of any archaeological resources within the project.  
Historic addresses are present in the surrounding area, reflecting the development of the city of 
San Bernardino beginning in the late 1800s.  As was noted previously, the location of the 
development coincides with the Hanford Foundry that was constructed in 1892 and various 
residential and industrial structures; however, none of these were ever recorded as historic 
structures before they were demolished from the 1960s through 1989.  Though information is 
scant, and neither the 1887 lithograph map nor any of the historic Sanborn maps clearly indicate 
it, newspaper articles also suggest that a stagecoach barn preceded the construction of the 
Hanford Foundry and remained standing until the entire property was razed between 1988 and 
1989.   

BFSA also requested a Sacred Lands File search from the Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC) to search for the presence of any recorded Native American sacred sites or 
locations of religious or ceremonial importance within one mile of the project.  The NAHC 
returned positive results within the search radius and recommended contacting the San Manuel 
Band of Mission Indians for further information.  All correspondence is provided in Appendix D. 
 

3.4  Applicable Regulations 
Resource importance is assigned to districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that 

possess exceptional value or quality illustrating or interpreting the heritage of the city of San 
Bernardino in history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and culture.  A number of criteria 
are used in demonstrating resource importance.  Specifically, the criteria outlined in CEQA, 
provide the guidance for making such a determination.  The following sections detail the criteria 
that a resource must meet in order to be determined important. 
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3.4.1  California Environmental Quality Act 
According to CEQA (§15064.5a), the term “historical resource” includes the following: 
 
1) A resource listed in or determined to be eligible by the State Historical Resources 

Commission for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) 
(Public Resources Code SS5024.1, Title 14 CCR. Section 4850 et seq.). 

2) A resource included in a local register of historical resources, as defined in Section 
5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or identified as significant in an historical 
resource survey, meeting the requirements of Section 5024.1(g) of the Public 
Resources Code, shall be presumed to be historically or culturally significant.  Public 
agencies must treat any such resource as significant unless the preponderance of 
evidence demonstrates that it is not historically or culturally significant. 

3) Any object, building, structure, site, area, place, record, or manuscript, which a lead 
agency determines to be historically significant or significant in the architectural, 
engineering, scientific, economic, agricultural, educational, social, political, military, 
or cultural annals of California may be considered to be an historical resource, 
provided the lead agency’s determination is supported by substantial evidence in light 
of the whole record.  Generally, a resource shall be considered by the lead agency to 
be “historically significant” if the resource meets the criteria for listing on the CRHR 
(Public Resources Code SS5024.1, Title 14, Section 4852) including the following: 
 

a) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 
broad patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage; 

b) Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past; 
c) Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 

construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or 
possesses high artistic values; or 

d) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history. 

 
4) The fact that a resource is not listed in, or determined eligible for listing in the CRHR, 

not included in a local register of historical resources (pursuant to Section 5020.1[k] 
of the Public Resources Code), or identified in an historical resources survey 
(meeting the criteria in Section 5024.1[g] of the Public Resources Code) does not 
preclude a lead agency from determining that the resource may be an historical 
resource as defined in Public Resources Code Section 5020.1(j) or 5024.1. 

 
According to CEQA (§15064.5b), a project with an effect that may cause a substantial 

adverse change in the significance of an historical resource is a project that may have a 
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significant effect on the environment.  CEQA defines a substantial adverse change as: 
 
1) Substantial adverse change in the significance of an historical resource means 

physical demolition, destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its 
immediate surroundings such that the significance of an historical resource would be 
materially impaired. 

2) The significance of an historical resource is materially impaired when a project: 
 
a) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 

characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance 
and that justify its inclusion in, or eligibility for inclusion in the CRHR; or 

b) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics that account for its inclusion in a local register of historical 
resources pursuant to Section 5020.1(k) of the Public Resources Code or its 
identification in an historical resources survey meeting the requirements of 
Section 5024.1(g) of the Public Resources Code, unless the public agency 
reviewing the effects of the project establishes by a preponderance of 
evidence that the resource is not historically or culturally significant; or, 

c) Demolishes or materially alters in an adverse manner those physical 
characteristics of an historical resource that convey its historical significance 
and that justify its eligibility for inclusion in the CRHR as determined by a 
lead agency for purposes of CEQA.   

 
Section 15064.5(c) of CEQA applies to effects on archaeological sites and contains the 

following additional provisions regarding archaeological sites: 
 
1) When a project will impact an archaeological site, a lead agency shall first determine 

whether the site is an historical resource, as defined in subsection (a). 
2) If a lead agency determines that the archaeological site is an historical resource, it 

shall refer to the provisions of Section 21084.1 of the Public Resources Code, Section 
15126.4 of the guidelines, and the limits contained in Section 21083.2 of the Public 
Resources Code do not apply. 

3) If an archaeological site does not meet the criteria defined in subsection (a), but does 
meet the definition of a unique archaeological resource in Section 21083.2 of the 
Public Resources Code, the site shall be treated in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 21083.2.  The time and cost limitations described in Public Resources Code 
Section 21083.2(c-f) do not apply to surveys and site evaluation activities intended to 
determine whether the project location contains unique archaeological resources. 

4) If an archaeological resource is neither a unique archaeological nor historical 
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resource, the effects of the project on those resources shall not be considered a 
significant effect on the environment.  It shall be sufficient that both the resource and 
the effect on it are noted in the Initial Study or Environmental Impact Report, if one is 
prepared to address impacts on other resources, but they need not be considered 
further in the CEQA process.   

 
Section 15064.5(d) and (e) contain additional provisions regarding human remains.  

Regarding Native American human remains, paragraph (d) states: 
 
(d) When an Initial Study identifies the existence of, or the probable likelihood of, Native 

American human remains within the project, a lead agency shall work with the 
appropriate Native Americans as identified by the NAHC as provided in Public 
Resources Code SS5097.98.  The applicant may develop an agreement for treating or 
disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human remains and any items associated 
with Native American burials with the appropriate Native Americans as identified by 
the NAHC.  Action implementing such an agreement is exempt from: 

 
1) The general prohibition on disinterring, disturbing, or removing human 

remains from any location other than a dedicated cemetery (Health and Safety 
Code Section 7050.5). 

2) The requirements of CEQA and the Coastal Act. 
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APPENDIX A 
 

Qualifications of Key Personnel 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Site Record Form 
 

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately) 
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APPENDIX C 
 

Archaeological Records Search Results 
 

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately) 
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APPENDIX D 
 

NAHC Sacred Lands File Search Results 
 

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately) 
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APPENDIX E 
 

Artifact Catalog 
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APPENDIX F 
 

Archaeological Test Plan for the 
119 South Arrowhead Avenue Project 

 
(Prepared by Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. 2022) 
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APPENDIX G 
 

Confidential Maps 
 

(Deleted for Public Review; Bound Separately) 
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