
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA  GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE  MEGHAN HERTEL, Director 

Bay Delta Region 

2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100 

Fairfield, CA 94534 

wildlife.ca.gov 

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870 

To: 

Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 

CEQA Submit 

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

 
Project Title: Little Butano Creek at Cloverdale Road (Site 190) and Root Down Farm 

Sediment Reduction and Habitat Enhancement Project (Restoration Management Permit 

No. RMP-2026-0024-R3) 

Project Location (San Mateo County): The 0.79-acre Project is located along approximately 

460 linear feet of Little Butano Creek, a tributary to Butano Creek in the Pescadero Creek 

watershed. The Project is located where Cloverdale Road crosses Little Butano Creek, near 

the Town of Pescadero, within the County of San Mateo, State of California; Latitude 

37.20000º, Longitude -122.34407º. 

Project Description: On May 27, 2026, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

issued this Restoration Management Permit (RMP) pursuant to section 1670 of the Fish and 

Game Code to the County of San Mateo, Department of Public Works. This Project will restore 

and enhance aquatic and riparian habitat for native fish and wildlife including coho salmon 

(Oncorhynchus kisutch) Central California Coast Evolutionarily Significant Unit (CCC coho 

salmon) listed as endangered under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and 

federal Endangered Species Act (ESA); steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus my kiss), Central 

California Coast Distinct Population Segment (CCC steelhead) listed as threatened under 

ESA and a state species of special concern (SSC); San Francisco garter snake (Thamnophis 

sirtalis tetrataenia) listed as endangered under ESA and CESA, and a fully protected species; 

and California red-legged frog (Rana draytonii) listed as threatened under ESA and a SSC. 

CDFW has determined that the Project is a Qualifying Restoration Project pursuant to section 

1671(d)(1) of the Fish and Game Code, and the Project is expected to result in a substantial, 

cumulative benefit to native fish, wildlife, and their habitat. This notice is to advise that CDFW 

issued the above-described RMP on the date signed below. 

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project:  

Julie Casagrande 

County of San Mateo, Department of Public Works  

Natural Resource Manager 

(650) 599-1457 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/
https://ceqasubmit.opr.ca.gov/Security/LogOn?ReturnUrl=%2f


NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

RMP-2026-0024-R3 

May 27, 2026 

 

JCasagrande@smcgov.org  

555 County Center, 5th Floor 

Redwood City, CA 94063 

Exempt Status: On September 18, 2023, the San Mateo Resource Conservation District, the 

Lead Agency, determined that the Project is categorically exempt pursuant to California 

Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15065. Pursuant to Public Resources Code section 

21080.1(a), the Lead Agency is responsible for determining whether the Project is exempt 

from CEQA and that determination shall be final and conclusive on all persons, including 

Responsible Agencies. As a result, CDFW, acting as a Responsible Agency, is bound by the 

Lead Agency’s determination that the Project is exempt from CEQA. 

CDFW Contact Person: Desiree Dela Vega, Environmental Scientist, (707) 815-6856, 

Desiree.DelaVega@wildlife.ca.gov.  

 

Signature:         Date:     

Erin Chappell, Regional Manager 

Date received for filing at LCI: 

5/27/2026
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