


































































































































18. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS 
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a. Require or result in the relocation or 
construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or X 
telecommunications facilities, the construction or 
relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 
the project and reasonably foreseeable future 

X development during normal, dry and multiple dry 
years? 

C. Result in a determination by the wastewater 
treatment provider which serves or may serve 
the project that it has adequate capacity to X 
serve the project's projected demand in addition 
to the provider's existing commitments? 

d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 

X infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment 
of solid waste reduction goals? 

e. Comply with federal, state, and local 
management and reduction statutes and X 
regulations related to solid waste? 

Setting: 

The City operates its own wastewater collection and treatment system. The City's wastewater collection system 
consists of eight wastewater basins with associated trunk sewers and one treatment plant. The Department of 
Utilities is responsible for delivering water, treating wastewater, refuse collection, recycling, operating the Santa 
Maria Regional Landfill and its Household Hazardous Waste Facility, street sweeping, and regulatory 
compliance. The Water Resources Operation and Maintenance Section is responsible for supplying residents 
with potable water for domestic, industrial, and fire protection purposes. Solid Waste Collection and Disposal 
Services consist of six distinct areas: refuse collection/residential, refuse collection/commercial, landfill disposal 
operations, street sweeping, recycling operations, and regulatory compliance. PG&E is the primary electricity 
provider and SoCalGas is the primary natural gas provider for the city. 

Discussion: 

a. The project site is located in a fully urbanized area with existing utility infrastructure in place. The City 
provides water, wastewater treatment, and solid waste services to the City of Santa Maria. The project 
also proposes three stormwater catchment basins to reduce stormwater runoff. Pacific Gas and 
Electric (PG&E) provides electricity to the project site. Additionally, natural gas on the project site would 
be provided by the Southern California Gas Company (SoCal Gas), and the City has access to multiple 
telecommunications providers including Verizon, T-Mobile, AT&T, etc. that would provide service. 
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The existing infrastructure noted above has adequate capacity to support the proposed project. 
Therefore, no additional facilities would be required as a result of project implementation and this 
impact would be less than significant. 

b. The City's 2015 Utility Capacity Study provides zoning demand factors for estimated water usage. The 
site's existing CM Zone designation was estimated to use 2,600 gallons per day per acre (gpd/acre) 
and the proposed C-2 zone designation was estimated to use 2,400 gpd/acre. Additionally, according 
to the City's Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), the City's water supply would meet projected 
water demands through 2045 (City of Santa Maria 2020). Therefore, this impact would be less than 
significant. 

c. The City Utilities Department owns and operates the wastewater system for the City of Santa Maria. 
Currently, the City disposes of all of its treated wastewater through percolation ponds under its Waste 
Discharge Requirements permit. The City's wastewater treatment plant was expanded in 2009 and 
has a current capacity of 13.5 million gallons per day, allowing the City to serve a population of up to 
120,000 people. The project site is adjacent to two different sewer segments that could potentially 
require upgrades due to lack of capacity which the City had identified in a 2012 Utilities Study. The 
applicant utilized Water Systems Consulting, Inc. to complete a Sewer Capacity Study dated 1/30/2023 
for the project. The complete study is attached to this document in the Appendices (Appendix C). The 
new flow from the proposed development was added to the collection system at the anticipated point 
of connection and capacity was evaluated under peak hour flow conditions. The flow generation of the 
proposed project was added to the existing City model for this analysis. Based on the analysis 
completed, the City currently has capacity for the proposed project. The proposed project is not 
expected to trigger impacts to the capacity constrained sewer segments identified in the 2012 Utilities 
Study. Therefore, this impact would be less than significant. 

d-e. The City currently disposes of solid waste at the Santa Maria Regional Landfill, located at 2065 East 
Main Street in Santa Maria. The City has also initiated development of a new landfill-the Santa Maria 
Integrated Waste Management Facility (Los Flores Ranch Landfill; Facility No. 42-AA-0076), located 
in the Solomon Hills approximately 8 miles southwest of the city and 0.5 mile east of US 101 in an 
unincorporated portion of Santa Barbara County. The new facility will have a design capacity of 
approximately 131 million cubic yards of waste with an estimated closure date of 2105. The permit for 
the new facility is consistent with the Santa Barbara County Integrated Waste Management Plan, 
which was approved by the California Department of Resource Recycling and Recovery (Cal Recycle} 
on October 18, 2011, as well as the standards adopted by CalRecycle, pursuant to PRC Section 
44010. In addition, the design and planned operation of the facility is consistent with the State Minimum 
Standards for Solid Waste Handling and Disposal as determined by the enforcement agency based 
on review of the January 11, 2011, Joint Technical Document, pursuant to PRC Section 44009. 

The project would rely on the City's solid waste collection services and facilities. Based on the existing 
and projected available capacity, the proposed development would not result in the need for new or 
expanded solid waste facilities. Therefore, potential impacts associated with generation of solid waste 
in excess of local infrastructure capacity and compliance with state and local solid waste regulations 
would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measure(s) incorporated into the project: 

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in potentially significant impacts related to utilities and 
service systems; therefore, mitigation is not necessary. 
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19. WILDFIRE 
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f. Substantially impair an adopted emergency 

X response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 

g. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other 
factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby 
expose project occupants to pollutant X 
concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire? 

h. Require the installation or maintenance of 
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines 

X or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or 
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts 
to the environment? 

i. Expose people or structures to significant risks, 
including downslope or downstream flooding or 

X landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes? 

Setting: 

The project is located in an urban area within Santa Maria. The Integrated Regional Multi-Hazard Emergency 
Response Plan for the Cities of Santa Maria and Guadalupe was established in order to clearly delineate the 
planning areas procedures and policies when responding to a major emergency event. This includes any 
significant threat or potential disaster which could impact the health, safety, and property of the public within 
the planning area. The objectives of this plan include, but are not limited to, identifying authorities and their 
respective responsibilities for planning and response activities, establishing the policies for providing 
emergency information to the public, and describing the resources available to support emergency response 
activities. 

The urbanized areas of Santa Maria are generally protected from most aspects of grassland and brush fires. 
However, accumulating weeds along roadsides and in vacant lots make even urban locations potentially 
hazardous from a wildland fire standpoint. For these reasons, an enforceable weed abatement program was 
established in 2017 to reduce these risks whenever structures are present. 

The California Fire Code provides minimum standards for many aspects of fire prevention and suppression 
activities. These standards include provisions for emergency vehicle access, water supply, fire protection 
systems, and the use of fire-resistant building materials. 
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Discussion: 

a. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in a significant temporary or permanent impact 
on any adopted emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans. No breaks in utility service 
or road closures would occur as a result of project implementation; therefore, potential impacts would 
be less than significant. 

b. The project is located within a developed site located within an urban area of Santa Maria. Future 
development of the project site would not substantially change the existing topography of the project 
site. Future development would be required to meet all applicable standards for fire prevention within 
the CBC and California Fire Code, including having adequate access to water for fire protection 
purposes, provision of fire detection equipment, fire sprinklers, etc. Future development would also be 
required to comply with the City weed abatement program. Therefore, the project would not exacerbate 
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the 
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire, and potential impacts would be less than significant. 

c. The project would include the installation of new electricity, water, wastewater, stormwater, and natural 
gas infrastructure and connections to City infrastructure. These proposed infrastructure components 
would occur within existing developed land and would be required to be installed in full compliance 
with applicable CBC and California Fire Code regulations; therefore, potential impacts associated with 
exacerbation of fire risk from installation of new infrastructure would be less than significant. 

d. The project site is generally flat and would not be located near a hillslope or in an area subject to 
downstream flooding or landslides. The project does not include any design elements that would 
expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. Therefore, impacts 
would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measure(s) incorporated into the project: 

Implementation of the proposed project would not result in potentially significant impacts related to wildfire; 
therefore, mitigation is not necessary. 
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CONSULTATION AND DATA SOURCES 

CONSULTATION SOURCES DATA SOURCES 

City Departments Consulted 

X 

X 
X 
X 

Administrative Services 

Attorney 

Fire 

Library 

City Manager 

Police 

Public Works 

Utilities 

Recreation and Parks 

County Agencies/Departments Consulted 

X 

X 

Air Pollution Control District 

Association of Governments 

Flood Control District 

Environmental Health 

Fire (Hazardous Materials} 

LAFCO 

Public Works 

Planning and Development 

Other (list) 

Special Districts Consulted 

Santa Maria Public Airport 
1-------1 

1-----i 
Airport Land Use Commission 

,__ _ _____. Cemetery 

Santa-Maria Bonita School District 
I-----< 

,__ _ _____. Santa Maria Joint Union High School 

I-----< 
Laguna County Sanitation District 

,__ _ __. Cal Cities Water Company 

State/Federal Agencies Consulted 

___ Army Corps of Engineers 

Caltrans 
I------, 

CA Fish and Game --- Federal Fish and Wildlife 

FM ---
I------, 

Regional Water Quality Control Bd. 

Integrated Waste Management Bd. 

.__ _ __. Other (list) 

General Plan 

X 
X 
X 
X 

X 

Other 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

X 
X 
X 
X 
X 
X 

Land Use Element 

Circulation Element 

Safety Element 

Noise Element 

Housing Element 

Resources Management Element 

Agricultural Preserve Maps 

Archaeological Maps/Reports 

Architectural Elevations 

Biology Reports 

CA Oil and Gas Maps 

FEMA Maps (Flood) 

Grading Plans 

Site Plan 

Topographic Maps 

Aerial Photos 

Traffic Studies 

Trip Generation Manual (ITE} 

URBEMIS Air Quality Model 

Zoning Maps 

Other (list) 

Appendix 

A

B

C-

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions Study 

Traffic and Circulation Study 

Sewer Capacity Study 
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OTHER SOURCES CONSUL TED: 

California Air Resources Board (CARB). 2016a. Ambient Air Quality Standards. May 4, 2016. Available at: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aaqs/aaqs2.pdf. 

California Air Resources Board (CARB). 2016b. Area Designation Maps/ State and National. October 2020. 
Available at: http://www.arb.ca.gov/desig/adm/adm.htm. 

California Department of Conservation (DOC). 2010. Fault Activity Map of California (2010). Available at: 
http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/fam/. 

California Department of Conservation (DOC). 2016. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. Available 
at: https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/. 

California Department of Conservation (DOC). 2021. Santa Barbara County Tsunami Inundation Maps. 
Available at: http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/Pages/Tsunami/Maps/SantaBarbara.aspx. 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 2018. California Essential Habitat Connectivity Project: A 
Strategy for Conserving a Connected California. Available at: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/conservation/planning/connectivity/CEHC. 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2020. California Natural Diversity Database Biogeographic 
Information and Observation System (BIOS). Available at: https://wildlife.ca.gov/data/BIOS. 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW). 2018b. Special Plant and Animal Lists. Available 
at:<http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/nongame/list.html_?: 

California Department of Toxic Substance Control (DTCS). 2023. EnviroStor. Available at: 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/. 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2022. California Scenic Highway Mapping System. 
Available at: https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-landscape-architecture-and-community
livability/lap-liv-i-scenic-highways. 

California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA). 2023. Cortese List Data Resources. Available at: 
https://calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/. 

California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 2023. GeoTracker. Available at: 
https :/ /geotracker. waterboards .ca. gov/. 

City of Santa Maria. 2019. Zoning Ordinance/Map. Available at: 
https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/home/showpublisheddocument/10037/636837 414217 430000. 

City of Santa Maria. 2015. 2012 Utilities Capacity Study. Available at: 
https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/home/showpublisheddocument/12210/635763605040230000 

City of Santa Maria. 2021. 2020 Urban Water Management Plan. June 2021. Available at: 
https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/home/showpublisheddocument/28900/637613361539900000. 

City of Santa Maria. 2022. Santa Maria Municipal Code. Available at: 
https://library.qcode.us/lib/santa_maria_ca/pub/municipal_code. 

City of Santa Maria. 2020. City of Santa Maria Environmental Procedures and Guidelines. Available at: 
https://www .cityofsantamaria.org/home/showpublisheddocument/6941/637481268778030000. 

Diblee, T. W. 1994. Geologic Map of the Santa Maria and Twitchell Dam Quadrangles. Available at: 
https://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_71688.htm. 

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 2023. FEMA Flood Map Service Center. Available at: 
https://msc.fema.gov/portal/home. 

Luhdorff and Scalmaninin Consulting Engineers. 2017 Annual Report of Hydrogeologic Conditions, Water 
Requirements, Supplies and Disposition - Santa Maria Valley Management Area. April 2018. 
Available at: https://www.cityofsantamaria.org/home/showdocument?id=24051. 
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Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E). 2023. Delivering Low-Emission Energy. Available at: 
https://www.pge.com/en_US/about-pge/environment/what-we-are-doing/clean-energy
solutions/clean-energy-solutions.page. 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (SBCAPCD). 2022. Scope and Content of Air Quality 
Sections in Environmental Documents. January 2022 Limited Update. Available at: 
https://www.ourair.org/wp-content/uploads/ScopeContentJanuary2022-LimitedUpdates.pdf. 

Santa Barbara County Air Pollution Control District (SBCAPCD). 2022. 2022 Ozone Plan. Available at: 
https://www.ourair.org/wp-content/uploads/2022-0zone-Plan.pdf. 

Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG). 2012. Regional Growth Forecast 2010-2040. 
Available at: http://www.sbcag.org/uploads/2/4/5/4/24540302/regional_growth_forecast_2010-
2040.pdf. 

Santa Barbara County Association of Governments (SBCAG). 2023. Santa Maria Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan. Available at: 
http://www.sbcag.org/uploads/2/4/5/4/24540302/smx_alucp_v2_final.pdf. 

U.S. Department of Agricultural, Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 2019. Web Soil Survey. 
Available at: http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 2018. National Wetlands Inventory (Wetlands Mapper). Accessed 
on https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Information for Planning and Consultation (IPAC). Available at: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). 2019. Amphibian & Reptiles: Species Information for California 
Red-Legged Frog and California Tiger Salamander. Available at: 
<https://www.fws.gov/sacramento/es_species/Accounts/Amphibians-Reptiles/>. 

Woodring, W.P. and Bramlette, M.N. 1950. Geology and Paleontology of the Santa Maria District California, 
Geological Survey Professional Paper 222. Available at: <https://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/0222/report.pdf> 
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MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
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1. Does the project have the potential to substantially 

degrade the quality of the environment, substantially 
reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a 
fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining 
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal X 
community, substantially reduce the number or restrict 
the range of a rare or endangered plant or animal or 
eliminate important examples of the major periods of 
California history or prehistory? 

2. Does the project have impacts that are individually 
limited, but cumulatively considerable? ("Cumulatively 
considerable" means that the incremental effects of a 
project are considerable when viewed in connection X 
with the effects of past projects, the effects of other 
current projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects.) 

3. Does the project have environmental effects which 
will cause substantial adverse effects on human X 
beings, either directly or indirectly? 

Discussion: 

Proposed development of the land uses permitted under the proposed C-2 zoning designation within the project 
site have the potential to result in temporary impacts to air quality, biological resources, cultural resources, 
geology and soils, noise, and tribal cultural resources. However, mitigation measures have been identified to 
reduce potential impacts to a less-than-significant level, including but not limited to, fugitive dust controls, diesel
idling minimization, nesting bird avoidance, inadvertent discovery of archaeological and paleontological 
resources protocol and noise control measures. 

When project impacts are considered along or in combination with other reasonably foreseeable impacts, the 
project's potential cumulative impacts may be significant. Mitigation measures have been incorporated into the 
project to reduce project-related impacts to a less-than-significant level. Based on implementation of identified 
project-specific mitigation measures and the relatively limited number and extent of potential impacts, the 
cumulative effects of the proposed project would not be cumulatively considerable and would be less than 
significant. 

With incorporation of mitigation measures identified in this Initial Study, potential environmental effects of the 
project would not directly or indirectly result in any substantial adverse effects on human beings and this impact 
would be less than significant. 

Holiday Inn Express GPZ and Planned Development Permit 
GPZ2022-0001 & PD2022-0001 

Page 61 

September 2023 
Environmental Checklist 



SUMMARY OF POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT IMPACTS 

X 
X 

X 

X 

Aesthetics 
Agriculture and Forest Resources 

Air Quality 

Biological Resources 

Cultural Resources 

Energy 

Geology and Soils 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Land Use and Planning 

X 

X 

X 

Mineral Resources 

Noise 

Population and Housing 

Public Services 

Recreation 

Transportation 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

Utilities and Services Systems 

Wildfire 

Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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10/02/2023

DETERMINATION 

On the basis of the Initial Study, the staff of the Community Development Department: 

Finds that the proposed project is a Class 
environmental review is required. 

CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION and no further 

Finds that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a 
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

X Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will 
not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed 
to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

Finds that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required. 

Finds that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant 
unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed 
in an earlier document pursuant to acceptable standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation 
measures based on the earlier analysis as described on the attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT (EIR)/SUBSEQUENT EIR/SUPPLEMENTAL EIR/ADDENDUM is required, but it 
must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

Finds that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because 
all significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to acceptable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant 
to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are 
imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

Cody Graybehl 
Environmental Analyst 

Chuen Wu 
Environmental Officer 

Date 

City of Santa Maria 
Community Development Department 
110 South Pine Street, #101 
Santa Maria, CA 93458 
805-925-0951 

Date 
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