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California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 1

Felicia Zimmerman
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Eureka Humboldt County

Caltrans proposes to replace the existing northbound and southbound Eureka Slough bridges (Bridge Nos. 04-0022L&R)
in Humboldt County on U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101) from Post Miles (PMs) 79.5 to 80.2. The purpose of the project is to
replace the two existing bridges that cross over Eureka Slough with two new structures that meet geometric and seismic
standards while providing safe multi-modal access. Two Build Alternatives and a No Build Alternative are proposed.
Alternative 2A would replace both bridges on the existing alignment utilizing a temporary bridge for traffic and Alternative
2B would replace the northbound bridge on the existing alignment and the southbound bridge adjacent to the existing
southbound bridge while utilizing the existing bridges for traffic.

The proposed project is anticipated to mitigate potentially significant effects on biological resources [including estuarine
marsh (Alternative 2B), Chinook salmon–California Coastal Evolutionarily Significant Unit (ESU) and coho salmon–
Southern Oregon/Northern California Coast ESU; Coastal cutthroat trout; North American green sturgeon–Southern
DPS; Pacific lamprey; steelhead–Northern California DPS-winter run; longfin smelt; tidewater goby; and marine
mammals (California sea lion, harbor porpoise, and harbor seal)] to less than significant impacts.

Mitigation measures for effects on estuarine marsh: on- and off-site restoration efforts, and/or preservation of existing
habitat through purchase. Compensation efforts and appropriate ratios would be determined in coordination with the
permitting agencies. Mitigation measures for effects on marine mammals: a Marine Animal Monitoring Plan would include
monitoring for presence of marine mammals during project activities that may exceed established acoustic and
hydroacoustic noise thresholds, and halting work when any are present and could be subject to injury. In addition, a
Hydroacoustic Monitoring Plan (HMP) would be developed that would include measures to minimize exposure of marine
mammals to potentially harmful underwater sounds resulting from the project. Mitigation measures for effects to fish:
on-site and off-site restoration efforts, preservation of existing habitat through purchase, and/or enhancing estuarine
function, connectivity, fish passage barrier removal, and creation of off-channel habitat
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

n/a

California Transportation Commission, California Coastal Commission, California Department of Fish and Wildlife,
California North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board


