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Berkeley, Alameda

The 7.48­acre project site is located at 669 Gilman Street and 1101, 1199–1231, 1201, and 1203 Second Street in 
Berkeley’s West Berkeley Specific Plan area. The primarily paved site contains a solid waste transfer station, materials 
recovery facility (MRF), maintenance and administrative buildings, recycling and buyback operations, fueling and 
truck­washing facilities, and ancillary structures; Codornices Creek, railroad tracks, Gilman Street, and Second Street 
border the site.
The project would demolish the existing facilities and construct a 45,500­square­foot transfer station, 35,000­square­foot 
MRF, 14,000­square­foot vehicle maintenance building, 17,700­square­foot administrative building, truck wash, public 
recycling center, fueling and parking facilities, and related improvements. Roadway, pedestrian, and landscaping 
improvements would occur along Second and Gilman streets. The project would improve circulation, preserve 14 
riparian­corridor trees, remove 46 other trees, and provide 36,900 square feet of transitional creek, ornamental, and 
retained creek landscaping. Stormwater improvements would include bioswales, pervious pavement, rainwater capture 
and reuse, an underground detention basin, and treatment vaults. Construction would occur in eight phases over 
approximately five years; transfer­station services would generally remain operational, while recyclables would 
temporarily be diverted to other permitted facilities during MRF construction.

Potentially Significant Effects
 
Air Quality
The proposed project could conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan, result in a 
cumulatively considerable net increase in criteria pollutants for which the region is in nonattainment, or expose sensitive 
receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations. Impacts would be reduced to less than significant with implementation of
 MM AIR­2 and MM AIR­3, which require implementation of Bay Area Air District construction best management practices
 to control fugitive dust and other construction emissions and require off­road construction equipment with engines 
greater than 50 horsepower to meet California Air Resources Board Tier 4 Final emission standards.
 
Biological Resources
The proposed project could adversely affect candidate, sensitive, or special­status species; adversely affect riparian 
habitat or another sensitive natural community; interfere with the movement of native resident or migratory wildlife or the 
use of wildlife nursery sites; or conflict with local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. Impacts would be 
reduced to less than significant with implementation of MM BIO­1a, MM BIO­1b, MM BIO­2a, MM BIO­2b, and MM BIO­5,
 which require nesting­bird and roosting­bat surveys and avoidance measures, construction and post­construction 
stormwater controls, protection of the Codornices Creek riparian corridor during construction, biological monitoring, and 
implementation of tree­preservation guidelines under the supervision of a City­approved arborist.
 
See overflow sheet.



Potentially Significant Effects continued. 

Cultural Resources 

The proposed project could cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 
archaeological resource or disturb human remains, including remains interred outside a 
formal cemetery. Impacts would be reduced to less than significant with implementation of 
MM CUL-1 and MM CUL-3, which require preparation of a Cultural Resources Monitoring 
Plan in cooperation with culturally affiliated Tribes, cultural-resources training for 
construction personnel, procedures for identifying and appropriately treating 
archaeological materials encountered during construction, suspension of work following 
the discovery of human remains, notification of the County Coroner and Native American 
Heritage Commission when applicable, consultation with the most likely descendant, and 
dignified treatment or reburial of remains and associated grave goods. 

 

Geology and Soils 

The proposed project could expose people or structures to substantial adverse effects 
associated with seismic hazards; result in substantial soil erosion or loss of topsoil; be 
located on unstable or expansive soil; or result in landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, 
liquefaction, or collapse. The project could also directly or indirectly destroy a unique 
paleontological resource, paleontological site, or unique geologic feature. Impacts would 
be reduced to less than significant with implementation of MM GEO-1 and MM GEO-6, 
which require preparation and implementation of a design-level geotechnical investigation, 
incorporation of site-specific grading and foundation recommendations into final project 
plans, geotechnical monitoring during construction, paleontological monitoring during 
qualifying excavations, suspension of work following a fossil discovery, evaluation by a 
qualified paleontologist, recovery of significant fossils where avoidance is infeasible, and 
placement of recovered fossils in an appropriate repository. 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The proposed project could generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or 
indirectly, that may have a significant effect on the environment. Impacts would be 
reduced to less than significant with implementation of MM GHG-1, which requires at least 
15 percent of the construction fleet used during each project phase to be alternatively 
fueled or electric and at least 10 percent of building materials used during construction to 
be obtained from local suppliers. 

 



Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

The proposed project could create a significant hazard to the public or environment 
through reasonably foreseeable upset or accident conditions involving the release of 
hazardous materials. Because the project site is included on a hazardous-materials-site 
list, redevelopment could also create a significant hazard to the public or environment. 
Impacts would be reduced to less than significant with implementation of MM HAZ-2a and 
MM HAZ-2b, which require pre-demolition surveys for asbestos-containing materials, lead-
based paint, polychlorinated biphenyls, and other regulated hazardous materials; 
stabilization, removal, or remediation of identified hazardous materials; sub-slab vapor 
and soil-gas sampling at potential vapor-encroachment and future occupiable-building 
locations; and additional investigation, remediation, or vapor mitigation if hazardous 
compounds are detected at concentrations requiring regulatory action. 

 

Hydrology and Water Quality 

The proposed project could violate water-quality standards or waste-discharge 
requirements, substantially degrade surface-water or groundwater quality, or alter existing 
drainage patterns in a manner that could cause erosion, flooding, exceedance of storm-
drain capacity, polluted runoff, or redirection of flood flows. Impacts would be reduced to 
less than significant with implementation of MM HAZ-2b, MM HYD-1, MM HYD-3a, and MM 
HYD-3b, which require soil-gas and vapor investigation; prohibit stormwater infiltration 
where it could mobilize existing contamination; require underdrains to convey treated 
stormwater to the existing storm-drain system; require a hydrologic study demonstrating 
no increase in peak flows during the 5-, 15-, 25-, and 100-year storm events; and require 
the final stormwater plan to maintain the existing distribution of runoff between the 
Codornices Creek and Gilman Street watersheds or provide additional detention or 
drainage modifications. 

 

Noise 

The proposed project could generate a substantial temporary increase in ambient noise 
levels during construction in excess of applicable standards. Impacts would be reduced to 
less than significant with implementation of MM NOI-1, which requires well-maintained 
and properly muffled construction equipment, use of quieter equipment where feasible, 
strategic placement and acoustic shielding of stationary noise sources, restrictions on 
unnecessary equipment idling, routing of construction traffic away from sensitive receptors 
where feasible, limitations on demolition and other high-noise construction activities, or 



installation of an at least 8-foot-high temporary sound wall along the eastern project 
boundary during the loudest construction phases. 

 

Transportation 

The proposed project could conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing 
the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities; 
substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature or incompatible use; or 
result in inadequate emergency access. Impacts would be reduced to less than significant 
with implementation of MM TRANS-1, MM TRANS-3a, and MM TRANS-3b, which require 
preparation and implementation of a Construction Transportation Plan, maintenance of 
safe vehicle and pedestrian access, construction traffic-control measures, scheduling of 
major truck trips outside peak travel periods, designation of haul routes, provision of 
construction-worker parking or shuttle service, installation of red curb near specified 
driveways, City review of driveway sight distances, and installation of stop signs, stop bars, 
and associated pavement markings where needed. 

 

Tribal Cultural Resources 

The proposed project could cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a 
Tribal Cultural Resource listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical 
Resources or a local register, or a Tribal Cultural Resource determined by the lead agency 
to be significant pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. Impacts would be 
reduced to less than significant with implementation of MM CUL-1, MM TCR-1, MM TCR-2, 
and MM TCR-3, which require preparation of a Cultural Resources Monitoring Plan, 
retention of a culturally affiliated Tribal Monitor during ground-disturbing activities, 
authority for the monitor to halt or redirect work, suspension of work within 100 feet of an 
unanticipated discovery, Tribal consultation and preparation of an appropriate treatment 
plan, and established procedures for the confidential and dignified treatment and reburial 
of Native American human remains and associated funerary objects. 

 

Utilities and Service Systems 

The proposed project could require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded stormwater-drainage or other utility facilities, the construction or relocation of 
which could cause significant environmental effects. Impacts would be reduced to less 
than significant with implementation of MM HYD-3a and MM HYD-3b, which require 



hydrologic analysis demonstrating that the project would not increase peak stormwater 
flows during the 5-, 15-, 25-, and 100-year storm events and require additional detention, 
reductions in impervious surfaces, drainage modifications, or reallocation of flows if 
necessary to prevent increased peak flows within the Codornices Creek and Gilman Street 
watersheds. 



continued

If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

• Aesthetics
• Air quality
• Biological resources
• Cultural resources
• Energy
• Geology and soils
• Greenhouse gas emissions
• Hazards and hazardous materials
• Hydrology and water quality
• Land use and planning
• Noise
• Public services
• Transportation
• Tribal cultural resources
• Utilities and service systems
• Consistency with Zero Waste and Climate Action Plan goals
• Project design process
• Hydrology and flooding impacts
• Soil and groundwater quality
• Sea­level rise

City of Albany 
CalRecycle 
California Department of Transportation  
California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
East Bay Municipal Utility District 
Bay Area Air Quality Management District  
San Francisco Bay Regional Water Quality Control Board 


