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County of Humboldt
Planning and Building Department



3015 H Street  ( Eureka CA 95501   
Phone: (707) 445-7541  (  Fax: (707) 268-3792

https://humboldtgov.org/2546/Planning-Building

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the County of Humboldt, as Lead Agency intends to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration (finding of no significant adverse environmental effect) for the project described below.  This notification is to advise you that the Humboldt County Planning & Building Department will receive public comments on the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration from August 29, 2023, to September 29, 2023.  Notice is being provided in accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21092 and Section 15072 State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.  
PROJECT TITLE: Wood Ranch Cannabis Cultivation Project - Patient 2 Patient, Inc.
RECORD Number(s): PLN-12426-CUP

APN: 214-142-012
APPLICANT(S): Young Jacobsen – Central Balance Company, LLC
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project includes two distinct parts.  Part 1 involves a Special Permit to authorize remediation and restoration of approximately 6.7 acres of land disturbance associated with seven (7) discrete areas historically used for cannabis cultivation.  The Special Permit is being requested to allow development within riparian and wetlands areas, pursuant to the Humboldt County Streamside Management and Wetlands regulations.  Part 2 involves a Conditional Use Permit to allow development and operation of approximately 86,000 square feet of new Outdoor cannabis cultivation in greenhouses within an approximately 6-acre area in the northern portion of the project parcel.  The Conditional Use Permit is being requested pursuant to the Humboldt County Commercial Cannabis regulations which allow up to 1-acre of cultivation per 100 acres on parcels where 320 acres or larger in size.
In 2021, the property was the subject of a Notice of Violation and Cleanup and Abatement Order issued by the North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (R1-2021-0003).  Part 1 Remediation & restoration work includes: (1) removing all development related material from the sites; (2) pulling back fill and fill slopes and re-contouring fill into source cut hill slopes to recreate pre-development, historic topography; (3) implementing erosion control measures to prevent sediment transport into water courses; (4) re-planting native vegetation; and (5) removing drainage structures as needed and improving drainage channels to the pre-development state.  Work is designed to correct outstanding violations and comply with direction received from state and federal agencies, and is detailed in a draft Cleanup, Restoration, and Monitoring Plan (CRMP).  Work will likely also involve on and off-site compensatory mitigation such as wetland creation and enhancement activities or similar measures.

Implementation of Part 2 involves erection of forty-four (44) 2,000 square foot greenhouses (one of which will be used for 2,000 ft.² of nursery/propagation activities) as well as construction of a 12,500 square foot drying barn within this same area.  Pre-existing cultivation on the property has historically occurred in a Mixed-Light fashion, with artificial lighting being powered by on-site generators.  To minimize generator use, cultivation within the proposed greenhouses will be exclusively Outdoor (no artificial lighting) in the near-term.  Use of artificial lighting is planned to resume in conjunction with a switch to Mixed-Light Cultivation once grid power or on-site renewable energy infrastructure is in place and of sufficient capacity.  Generators are proposed to continue to be used to supply power to the proposed nursery/propagation area until a new power source has been developed.  The parcel is developed with a well and several ponds providing a total of approximately 2.2 million gallons of stored water for cannabis irrigation, as well as an additional 20,000 gallons in hard tanks.  Additional water tanks are proposed to be installed near the site of the proposed new greenhouses.  With initially two harvests per year, approximately 866,240 gallons of water are required.  Should Mixed-Light cultivation resume, use of supplemental lighting will make possible a third harvest which would result in an approximately 50% increase in water use (totaling 1,299,360 gallons of water use annually).  The cultivation stage will require minimal staffing as the plants will be watered using drip irrigation.  The harvesting stage of production will require use of additional seasonal staff members to harvest and hang the plant for drying and curing, followed by removal of dried buds and trimming. The dried product will then either be packaged on-site and/or moved to a distribution facility.  The project would employ ten (10) staff for regular operations, which would double seasonally to twenty (20) staff during the two or three annual harvests.  The temporary staffing increases during harvest lasts approximately 30-days and ordinarily occurs during midsummer and fall. 
PROJECT LOCATION: The project is located on a 361-acre parcel in unincorporated southern Humboldt County, California, in the Wood Ranch area approximately 3 miles north of Redway.  Access to the site is provided from Wood Ranch Road, and the property is located approximately 2.5 miles from the beginning of Wood Ranch Road near its intersection with the road to Eel River Conservation Camp #31.  The eastern boundary of the property follows the South Fork Eel River and is adjacent to Highway 101.  
Public Review Period for the IS/MND: The public is invited to comment on the proposed IS/MND pursuant to the provisions of CEQA. The review period set by the County of Humboldt for review of the IS/MND is 30 days.

Starting Date: August 29, 2023
Ending Date: September 29, 2023

Document Availability: The IS/MND and other project materials are now available for review at the following locations during regular business hours:

· Humboldt County Planning and Building Department, 3015 H Street, Eureka 95501

· Online at https://humboldtgov.org/155/Current-Planning
Comments: Written comments must be submitted to the County of Humboldt Planning and Building Department, 3015 H Street, Eureka, CA 95501, no later than 5:00 pm on September 25, 2023.  

The project and the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration will be considered by the Humboldt County Planning Commission at a future public hearing.  A separate notice for this hearing will be provided pursuant to Humboldt County Code 312-8 et seq.  

Specific questions or comments regarding the proposed project and the draft Mitigated Negative Declaration may be directed to Steven Lazar, Senior Planner at (707) 268-3741 or slazar@co.humboldt.ca.us.
August 29, 2023

