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Notice of Exemption

To: From:
Office of Planning and Research Department of Fish and Wildlife
CEQA Submit South Coast Region

3883 Ruffin Road
San Diego, CA 92123
Frederic.Rieman@uwildlife.ca.gov

Project Title: Multi TD Live Oak Trabuco Creek Grid Resiliency Pole Replacement Project (Streambed Alteration
Agreement, No. EPIMS-ORA-38545-R5).

Project Location (Orange County): The project is located on private land within the census-designated
community of Trabuco Canyon, Orange County, California, at coordinates 33.649897, -117.600711 (Pole
4633115E), 33.649338, -117.600722 (Pole 4633116E), and 33.663791, -117.583803 (Pole 4639877E).

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Streambed Alteration
Agreement, No. EPIMS-ORA-38545-R5, pursuant to Section 1602 of the Fish and Game Code to Southern
California Edison (SCE) as represented by Hazem Gabr.

The project is limited to the removal and replacement of three (3) single wooden distribution poles (Poles 4633115E,
4633116E, and 4639877E) and the removal and replacement of an anchor at Poles 4633116E and 4639877E. New
wood Poles 4633115E and 4633116E will be set in the same hole as the existing poles once the existing poles are
removed. The existing poles will be cut into manageable lengths, and the old pole butts removed from the ground
before being carried off site for disposal at an approved facility. Before the new poles are set, a plastic sonotube that
is 30 inches wide will be set in the hole. The sonotube will be backfilled with crushed rock and the last 2 feet will be
topped off with native fill. The space between the sonotube and the ground will be backfilled with native fill. New
poles will then be set by crane or helicopter into the sonotube and conductor wires will be attached to the new poles.
An existing anchor at Pole 4633116E will also be replaced, requiring excavation of the old anchor and placement of
a new anchor at the same location. Pole 4639877E will be set by helicopter within five feet of its current location. A
plastic sonotube will be utilized for this pole replacement as well. Once set, the conductor wires will be transferred
to the new pole from the old pole, which will be cut into manageable lengths and removed from the site for disposal
at an approved facility. The existing anchor approximately 32 feet southeast of Pole 4639877E will also be replaced.

Public Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE
Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project: SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EDISON

Exempt Status:
[] Statutory Exemption.

X Categorical Exemption. Type — Class 1; California Code of Regulations, title 14, section 15301 (b) and
(d).

Reasons why Project is exempt: The project consists of removal and replacement of three deteriorated wooden
distribution poles. No expansion of use is proposed. The project is exempt because it involves the maintenance of
existing structures and/or facilities used to provide electric power and to meet public health and safety standards.

CDFW Contact Person: Frederic (Fritz) Rieman, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), (562) 619-0605,
Frederic.Rieman@uwildlife.ca.gov.
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Stewe Gilson 8/15/2023
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Steve Gibson Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory) signing for
Erinn Wilson-Olgin, Environmental Program Manager
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