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COUNTY OF SACRAMENTO 
PLANNING AND ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
AUGUST 17, 2023 

TO:  ALL INTERESTED PARTIES 

Subject:  Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for Sacramento 
County WattEV Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) Project (PLER2023-00069) 

Sacramento County will be the CEQA Lead Agency for preparation of a Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) to the 2021 Sacramento International Airport Master Plan 
Update SEIR for the WattEV Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) project. This Notice of 
Preparation has been sent to responsible and trustee agencies and involved federal agencies 
pursuant to Section 15082 of the CEQA Guidelines. Agencies should comment on the scope 
and content of the environmental information that is germane to the agencies’ statutory 
responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Due to the time limits mandated by State 
law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after 
issuance of this notice. 

The project description, location, and the probable environmental effects are contained in the 
attached materials and may also be viewed online at: 

https://planningdocuments.saccounty.net/ViewProjectDetails.aspx?ControlNum=PLER2
023-00069 

Please send your Agency’s response to this Notice to: 

Julie Newton, Environmental Coordinator 
Planning and Environmental Review 
827 7th Street, Room 225, Sacramento, CA  95814 

or via e-mail at: CEQA@saccounty.gov. 

Your response should include the name of a contact person in your agency. 

Agencies with specific questions about the project should contact Alison Little, Associate 
Planner, at (916) 874-8620 for further information. 

  

http://www.per.saccounty.gov/
https://planningdocuments.saccounty.net/ViewProjectDetails.aspx?ControlNum=PLER2023-00069
https://planningdocuments.saccounty.net/ViewProjectDetails.aspx?ControlNum=PLER2023-00069
mailto:CEQA@saccounty.gov


Sacramento County WattEV Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) Project 

Notice of Preparation NOP-2 PLER2023-00069 

COMMENT PERIOD 
August 17, 2023 to September 15, 2023 

SCOPING MEETINGS:  
One scoping meeting has been scheduled for the proposed project. Interested parties and 
agency representatives are invited to learn more about the proposed project and submit 
comments and suggestions concerning the analysis in the SEIR. 

The scoping meeting will be conducted virtually via Zoom. The date, time, and login 
information for the meeting is as follows: 

August 30, 2023, 2:00 PM 
Location: Online via Zoom at https://saccounty-net.zoomgov.com/j/1607123468?pwd= 
TWdxZXZLRldCTjdiRHlKcW5jR0hXUT09 
Meeting ID: 160 712 3468 
Passcode: 189720 

PROJECT TITLE:  
Sacramento County WattEV Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) Project 

CONTROL Number:  
PLER2023-00069 

PROJECT PROPONENT(S): 
Owner: Sacramento County Department of Airports 

Attn: Glen Rickelton 

Applicant: WattEV, Inc 
Attn: Emil Youssefzadeh 

Engineer: Kimley Horn and Associates, Inc.  
Attn: Zach Tait 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION: 
The Sacramento County Department of Airports has formed a public/private partnership with 
WattEV to construct, own, operate, and cost share the Sacramento County WattEV 
Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) project, located within the Sacramento International 
Airport Master Plan area in the northwest portion of Sacramento County, approximately 
7.5 miles from downtown Sacramento (see Plate NOP-1). Specifically, the project is located 
south of Interstate 5 (I-5) and immediately south of Sacramento International Airport (see 
Plate NOP-2). The project would provide a publicly accessible Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
facility that would be built on a 118-acre parcel of land along a major freight corridor. Facility 
development would include the installation of Direct Current Fast Chargers (DCFC) and 
Megawatt Chargers powered by a new solar array that would support charging for shippers 
and transporters as well as public transportation and passenger vehicles. In addition, the 
project would include accessory structures which are discussed further below. The project 
site generally covers APNs 225-0010-003, 225-0010-035, 225-0010-036, and 225-0010-006. 

https://saccounty-net.zoomgov.com/j/1607123468?pwd=TWdxZXZLRldCTjdiRHlKcW5jR0hXUT09
https://saccounty-net.zoomgov.com/j/1607123468?pwd=TWdxZXZLRldCTjdiRHlKcW5jR0hXUT09
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PROJECT FACILITIES 
The proposed project includes deployment of advanced high-powered public charging 
stations and associated facilities powered by a 12.5 megawatt alternating current (MWac) 
solar generation field, with nameplate power of 31.2 megawatts of direct current (MWdc), to 
support zero-electric freight movement in Sacramento. The charging areas and associated 
support facilities would occupy approximately 24 acres of land on the northern portion of the 
project site while the remaining 94 acres of the site would be occupied by solar fields (See 
Plate NOP-3). 

The project site would be configured with two truck charging areas separated by a publicly 
accessible central plaza. The truck charging areas would include six 3,600-kilowatt (kW) 
charger configurations. Each configuration would consist of three Megawatt Charging 
Standard (MCS) 1,200 kW chargers and fifteen 240 kW Combined Charging Standard (CCS) 
chargers, for a total of 18 MCS chargers and 90 CCS chargers designed for heavy and 
medium duty (MHD) trucks. The truck charging pads are expected to cover 7.8 acres. In 
addition to the charging pads, a parking lot for trailers would be provided with an average of 
53 parking stalls spread over 2.8 acres of land. The proposed project would also include the 
installation of 30 CCS chargers dedicated for passenger vehicles, which would be located at 
the central plaza.  

Three buildings would be included within the public plaza. The first building would include 
offices housing operations staff, a trucker refreshment area, trucker restrooms, and a resting 
lounge. It would consist of a single story and have a footprint of approximately 2,700 square 
feet. The second building would include a convenience store, food outlets, restrooms, and a 
resting lounge for the public. It would also consist of a single story and have a footprint of 
approximately 7,000 square feet. The third building would contain two stories and be 
designated as a public visitor center, providing information about California’s progress and 
milestones towards clean air initiatives and emission reduction. The footprint of the public 
plaza would be approximately 5.25 acres. 

Site Access 

Access to the project site would be provided along Bayou Way, which borders the site to the 
north and is parallel to I-5, via Airport Boulevard and its nearby interchange with I-5. Direct 
access to the project site would be provided by three sets of ingress and egress points (six 
total access points) along Bayou Way. Two sets of ingress and egress points would serve 
the truck charging areas while the third set of ingress and egress points would serve the 
public plaza. 

Offsite Improvements 

Development of the project would include improvements to portions of Bayou Way to facilitate 
increased volumes of truck and passenger car traffic. This could include widening of the 
roadbed and shoulders in some locations. Furthermore, improvements to the interchange of 
Airport Boulevard and I-5 may be required. The extent of these improvements is still under 
development. 
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Construction 

The proposed project would be constructed in two phases. Phase 1 would consist of 
installation of the truck charging areas and public plaza as described above, as well as a 
12.5 MWac solar photovoltaic (PV) system with nameplate power of 15.6 MW (50 percent of 
the final solar array power). Phase 2 would consist of the installation of the remaining 
15.6 MW of solar power for a total nameplate of 31.2 MW.  

The proposed project would include construction of a customer-owned substation in 
coordination with SMUD. The provision of the substation would allow the proposed project to 
export excess generation during peak generation and import power during peak charging 
sessions. The substation would include medium voltage transformers, switchgears, surge 
protection, metering equipment, communication equipment, equipment pads, grounding 
equipment, steel structures, all enclosed by fencing. Outside the substation, sub-transmission 
poles would provide support for wire entrances, distribution voltage would leave the 
substation in either overhead or underground configurations and connect to an existing 
SMUD 69kV overhead transmission line that runs parallel to Power Line Road, about 600 feet 
east of the project site. Phase 1 of the substation would be sized for 21.6 MW of charging 
and 12.5 MWac. The substation and switchgear would provide physical space for additional 
transformer and breakers respectively for Phase 2.  

PROJECT OBJECTIVES: 
The primary objectives of the proposed project include:  

1. Provide a charging facility for electric mobility and freight in the Sacramento area. 

2. Provide green energy onsite to support a large part of the need for EV charging. 

3. Reduce the freight emissions in the Sacramento region. 

4. Contribute to the economic development of the region. 

5. Create equitable access to zero emission technology for small carriers and 
independent owner operators. 

ENVIRONMENTAL/LAND USE SETTING: 
The site is characterized by vacant land zoned as agricultural by the County. The site is 
surrounded by other agricultural uses as well as the Metro Air Park Special Planning Area to 
the northeast. The project site is owned by the Sacramento Country Department of Airports 
and is designated for commercial development under the Sacramento International Airport 
Master Plan, which was last updated in 2021. 

PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS/SEIR FOCUS: 
The long-range development of the Sacramento International Airport was considered in a 
Master Plan and EIR that was adopted in 2007 and was most recently updated in 2021 with 
a Master Plan Update and SEIR. The project site was included in the program-level analysis 
of both EIRs. As such, the analysis in the current SEIR effort will tier from those previous 
efforts and will focus on those issues that could result in impacts that would be greater than 
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previously determined. The SEIR will also consider project-specific impacts that were not 
evaluated in detail in the previous program EIRs. Those issues that were adequately 
assessed in the 2021 SEIR or for which resources are not present will be scoped out of the 
current SEIR, and a rationale for their exclusion will be provided in the SEIR. Those issues 
have been preliminarily identified for exclusion include geology and soils, mineral resources, 
and wildfire. Other topics that do not require detailed analysis may be similarly dismissed or 
scaled back as the analysis progresses. In all cases, a rationale will be provided in the SEIR 
as to why they were not subjected to a more detailed analysis. 

Issues that are expected to be analyzed in the SEIR are listed below. These descriptions are 
not exhaustive, and other sections and discussions may be included if further research or 
public comment indicates that their inclusion is warranted. As the analyses progress and the 
extent of impacts to the categories is determined, appropriate CEQA alternatives will be 
included for analysis. 

Agricultural Resources 

The project site is in an area that has been identified as containing Farmland of Local 
Importance. As a result, impacts to farmland will be identified and analyzed. 

Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

The SEIR will consider the project’s air quality and greenhouse gas emissions effects arising 
during construction and operation. 

Biological Resources 

The proposed project has the potential to affect key species in the Natomas Basin, as well 
as wetlands and jurisdictional waters. Therefore, impacts to these resources will be identified 
and analyzed. 

Cultural and Tribal Resources 

The project site will be evaluated for presence of cultural resources, and area tribes will be 
consulted in accordance with State law and County policy. Impacts to identified resources, if 
any, will be assessed. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

The project site is currently used for agricultural operations, and the presence of hazardous 
materials associated with those or other activities will be evaluated. Impacts related to airport 
hazards and other potentially hazardous conditions will also be assessed. 

Hydrology and Drainage 

The drainage patterns in the Natomas Basin have been engineered over decades, and 
include levees, ditches, canals, and large areas of flooded irrigation. Maintaining and/or 
reconstructing these features and providing flood protection will be a key environmental 



Sacramento County WattEV Innovative Freight Terminal (SWIFT) Project 

Notice of Preparation NOP-6 PLER2023-00069 

consideration for the project. For this reason, impacts with respect to hydrology and drainage 
will be identified and analyzed. 

Land Use and Planning  

The County’s General Plan contains several critically important policies that have a direct 
bearing on development in the Natomas Basin. Among these are policies related to 
agricultural resources, water supply, biological resources, public facilities, and land use. 
Many of these policies influence the way environmental impacts are identified and mitigated. 
Collectively, these policies establish a complex framework of required findings to be met prior 
to the County’s action to approve the project. As a result, an evaluation of the proposed 
project’s compliance with the requirements of these policies will be performed. 

Transportation 

The project’s effects on vehicle miles traveled will be assessed, as well as impacts related to 
emergency access and hazardous traffic conditions will also be evaluated. 

Utilities and Water Supply 

Determining the project’s requirements for both wet and dry utilities will be a significant factor 
in how the project can be developed. Water supply has been a notable consideration for area 
projects, including both the potential effects of groundwater withdrawals and/or surface water 
diversions. Therefore, impacts with respect to utilities and water supply will be identified and 
analyzed. 

INTENDED USES OF THE SEIR: 
The Sacramento County Board of Supervisors will use the information contained in the SEIR 
in evaluating the proposed project and rendering a decision to approve or deny the requested 
entitlements. The SEIR will serve as an informational document for the general public as 
well. Responsible agencies may also use the SEIR as needed for subsequent discretionary 
actions. Responsible agencies may include but not be limited to the following: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

• California Department of Fish and Game 

• California Transportation Commission  

• Regional Water Quality Control Board – Central Valley Region 

• Sacramento Area Flood Control Agency (SAFCA) 

• Sacramento County Water Agency (SCWA) 

• Sacramento Municipal Utilities District (SMUD) 
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