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Executive Summary

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Executive Summary provides the reader with a clear and simple description of the project
and its potential environmental impacts. Section 15123 of the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) Guidelines require that the summary identify each significant impact, recommended
mitigation measure(s), and alternatives that would minimize or avoid potential significant impacts.
The County of Ventura (County) is the Lead Agency pursuant to CEQA, and the California
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is the Lead Agency pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). The summary is also required to identify areas of controversy
known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies and the public. Finally, the
summary is required to identify issues to be resolved including the choice among alternatives and
whether or how to mitigate the significant impacts. This section focuses on the major areas of the
project that are important to decision-makers.

Introduction

As required by CEQA, when a state or local agency determines that there is substantial evidence
that a project may have a significant impact on the environment, the agency must prepare an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) before a decision is made to approve or deny the project.
After a preliminary assessment of the Hueneme Road Widening Project (project), the County
determined that there is substantial evidence that the project may have a significant impact on
the environment; therefore, the preparation of an EIR is required.

This EIR is intended to provide public agencies and the public with information about 1) existing
environmental conditions; 2) the environmental impacts of the project; 3) identification of ways in
which significant impacts of the project might be minimized; and 4) alternatives to the project that
would lessen or avoid those impacts identified as significant. The County will consider the
information in this EIR in their evaluation of the project.

Overview of the Project

Caltrans, as assigned by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the
County, proposes to widen Hueneme Road from two lanes (one lane in each direction) to four 12-
foot through lanes (two in the eastbound direction and two in the westbound direction).
Additionally, construction would include a 14-foot paved median, two 6-foot bike lanes on either
side of the roadway with a 2-foot buffer between the bicycle lanes and the traffic lanes, and two
4-foot shoulders on either side of Hueneme Road between Edison Drive and Rice Avenue (project
area). All existing left-turn lanes would be retained as part of the project. The total width of the
new roadway would vary between 63 to 72 feet. The widened roadway would taper to the existing
configuration approximately 1,200 feet east of Rice Avenue. Caltrans, as assigned by the FHWA,
is the lead agency under NEPA. The County is the lead agency under CEQA.

The existing centerline of the road would be shifted as part of the roadway widening. Construction
of the widened roadway would require a maximum ground disturbance of approximately 12 to 14
inches in depth to install the new roadbed. Widening of the roadway would result in approximately
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339,000 square feet of increased impervious surface area. The surface runoff resulting from
increased impervious surface would sheet flow towards existing and relocated roadside
drainages, which matches the existing condition. It is anticipated that the existing drainage ditch
on the north side of the roadway would be shifted north to accommodate the road widening. The
limits of the relocated ditch would not extend beyond the new County right-of-way (ROW) line.
The project would require three traffic signal modifications, drainage pipe and drainage inlet
relocations, culvert extensions and relocations, 41 power pole relocations, and 10 irrigation and
water facility relocations. The project may also include minor work related to 23 driveways located
within the project area. Six wells would be impacted and may be relocated. In addition, 329
eucalyptus trees would be removed as part of the project. No heritage trees would be removed.

The project would require approximately 9.3 acres of permanent ROW from 30 adjacent
properties. Additionally, project construction would require 7.4 acres of temporary construction
easements (TCE). The roadway widening would require structure removal or minor relocation on
three adjacent parcels. These include one produce stand, a portion of a plant nursery, one garage,
and an outside storage area.

Areas of Controversy

The State’s Guidelines for the Implementation of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines) Section 15123(b)
requires that a summary section include a description of areas of controversy known to the Lead
Agency, including issues raised by agencies and the public; and issues to be resolved, including
the choice among alternatives and whether or how to mitigate the significant impacts.

A Notice of Preparation (NOP) and Initial Study (IS) were prepared and circulated for the project
on August 14, 2023, for a 30-day public review period (see Appendix A); three comments were
received during circulation of the document (see Appendix B), and a summary of the comments
are provided below. All environmental topic areas were included in the NOP/IS that was circulated
to the public and any topic area where a potential impact was identified is evaluated in Section
3.0, Environmental Impacts Analysis. Potential areas of controversy may include the following:

Cultural and Tribal Resources
e Compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52 (see Section 3.12).

e Several potential cultural heritage sites are located within proximity to the project area. These
were previously evaluated in December 2014 (see Section 3.6).

¢ Since the most recent survey, additional properties near the project area may have reached
50 years of age and require additional evaluation (see Section 3.6).

Transportation

o Safety concerns related to construction vehicle trips and the use of oversized vehicles on
Caltrans ROW (see Section 3.11).

Meetings were held with adjacent property owners during the week of March 10, 2024, and in
subsequent weeks as necessary. None of the property owners expressed opposition to the

Hueneme Road Widening Project Ventura County Department of Public Works
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project. In addition, a public information meeting was held on April 15, 2025. AB 52 outreach was
completed, and responses were received from the Barbarefio/Venturefio Band of Mission Indians,
Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation, Fernandefio Tataviam Band of Mission Indians,
Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission Indians, and Northern Chumash Tribal Council.
The Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation requested Native American Monitoring during all
ground-disturbing activities associated with the drainage ditch relocation on the north side of
Hueneme Road, the Southern California Edison (SCE) power pole relocations, and any
scraping/grubbing required to prepare the project area.

Project Alternatives

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(b), an EIR must describe a reasonable
range of alternatives to a project, or the location of a project, that could attain most of the project’s
basic objectives while avoiding or substantially lessening any of the significant environmental
effects of the project. The range of alternatives required in an EIR is governed by a “rule of reason”
that requires an EIR to set forth only those alternatives necessary to permit a reasoned choice.
CEQA states that an EIR should not consider alternatives “whose effects cannot be ascertained
and whose implementation is remote and speculative”.

The project alternatives were evaluated in the Draft Project Report dated July 29, 2021. Three
build alternatives were considered and two were eliminated due to greater impacts on adjacent
parcels and utilities. The potential impacts of the following alternatives are analyzed in detail in
Chapter 4 of this EIR:

No-Build Alternative
Alternative 1: Widening on Both Sides

Alternative 2: Widening on One Side
Alternative 3: Hybrid

Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Table ES-1 presents a summary of the impacts of the project, proposed mitigation measures, and
each impact’s level of significance after mitigation. The environmental impacts are identified as
“Significant,” “Potentially Significant”, “Less than Significant”, or “No Impact”. According to CEQA
Guidelines Section 15382, a significant impact is “a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse
change in any of the physical conditions within the area affected by the project.” CEQA Guidelines
Section 15126.4(a)(1) also states that an EIR “shall describe feasible measures which could
minimize significant adverse impacts.”

Hueneme Road Widening Project Ventura County Department of Public Works
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Table ES-1. Summary of Impacts and Mitigation Measures

Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural
use?

Level of Significance Mitigation e i
[T Without Mitigation Measures SlifEEnes bl
9 Mitigation
Agriculture and Forestry Resources
a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of
Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps
prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Potentially Significant MM-AGR-1 Less than Significant

b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson
Act contract?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land
(as defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code Section 4526),
or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code Section 51104(g))?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

d) Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to
non-forest use?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to
their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest
use?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Air Quality

a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

b) Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

d) Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of people?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Hueneme Road Widening Project
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Impact

Level of Significance
Without Mitigation

Mitigation
Measures

Level of
Significance With
Mitigation

Biological Resources

a)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies,
regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected
wetlands (including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.)
through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

f)

Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

Cultural Resources

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5? Disturb any human
remains, including those interred outside of dedicated cemeteries?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Hueneme Road Widening Project
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otherwise substantially degrade surface or ground water quality?

S i o Level of
ot icanee | Wassten | signifcance Wit
9 Mitigation
Greenhouse Gas Emissions
a) Generate gre_enhquse gas emissions, elther directly or indirectly, that Less than Significant None Required N/A
may have a significant impact on the environment?
b) Conflict with an a.ppllcable plar], policy or regulation adopted for the Less than Significant None Required N/A
purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?
Hazards and Hazardous Materials
a) Cregte a significant hazard. to the public or the enV|roqment through the Less than Significant None Required N/A
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?
b) Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the Less than Significant None Required Less than Significant
release of hazardous materials into the environment?
c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or Less than Significant None Required N/A
proposed school?
d) Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials
sites compiled pursuant to Government Code § 65962.5 and, as a result, Less than Significant None Required Less than Significant
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?
e) For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopteq, within tvyo miles of a public airport or publlg No Impact None Required N/A
use airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise
for people residing or working in the project area?
f)  Impair implementation of or physically interfere w!th an adopted Less than Significant None Required N/A
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?
g) E_xpose peoplg or structurgs, elther dlrlectly or_lndlrectly, to a significant No Impact None Required N/A
risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?
Hydrology and Water Quality
a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or Less than Significant None Required N/A
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miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project expose
people residing or working in the project area to excessive noise levels?

Impact Level of Significance Mitigation Signili-’i(::‘:;lcc;fWith
Without Mitigation Measures Mitigation

b) Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially

with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable Less than Significant None Required N/A

groundwater management of the basin?
c) Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area,

including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or

through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would: . L

i Less than Significant

i) result in a substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; o R

) substantially i the rat  of surf. i ii. Less than Significant

ii) substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner - .

V3hiCh would risult in flooding on- or offsite; iii. Less than Significant None Required N/A

iii) create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of V- No Impact

existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial

additional sources of polluted runoff; or

iv) impede or redirect flood flows?
d) Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due .

) to project inundation? P No Impact None Required N/A

e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or I .

sustainable groundwater management plan? Less than Significant None Required N/A
Noise
a) Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient

noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards R .

established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable Less than Significant None Required N/A

standards of other agencies?
b) gsglir;atlon of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise Less than Significant None Required N/A
c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport

land use plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two No Impact None Required N/A
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S i o Level of
ot icanee | Wassten | signifcance Wit
9 Mitigation
Transportation
a) Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the
circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian Less than Significant None Required N/A
facilities?
b) (Ci)c))rr;fllct or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3, subdivision Less than Significant None Required N/A
c) Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g.,
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm Less than Significant None Required N/A
equipment)?
d) Resultininadequate emergency access? Less than Significant None Required N/A
Tribal Cultural Resources
a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code § 21074
as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or
object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that
is:
i Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical i Less than Significant
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in ' None Required N/A

Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or ii.  Less than Significant

ii. A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code §
5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resource Code § 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California Native American tribe.
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Impact

Level of Significance
Without Mitigation

Mitigation
Measures

Level of
Significance With
Mitigation

Utilities and Service Systems

a)

Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded
water, wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric power,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and
reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry and
multiple dry years?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Result in a determination by the waste water treatment provider, which
serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve
the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

Generate solid waste in excess of state or local standards, or in excess
of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment
of solid waste reduction goals?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

e)

Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

No Impact

None Required

N/A

Mandatory Findings of Significance

a)

Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife
species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially
reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or
animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but
cumulatively considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the
incremental effects of a project are considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable future projects.)

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A

Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant

None Required

N/A
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Significant Impacts

As discussed in Chapter 3, Environmental Impact Analysis, and as summarized in Table ES-1,
impacts would not be significant or potentially significant for any topic areas. Impacts related to
the resources listed below would be reduced to a less than significant level if the mitigation
measures proposed in this EIR are implemented:

e Agriculture and Forestry Resources

Impacts related to the following areas would be less than significant, and no mitigation measures
would be required for the project:

e Air Quality ¢ Noise

e Biological Resources e Transportation

e Cultural Resources e Tribal Cultural Resources

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions e Ultilities and Service Systems

¢ Hazards and Hazardous Materials e Mandatory Findings of Significance

e Hydrology and Water Quality

The project would result in no impact to the following areas, and no mitigation measures would
be required:

e Aesthetics e Mineral Resources

e Agriculture and Forestry Resources e Population and Housing
e Energy e Public Services

¢ Geology and Soils ¢ Recreation

e Land Use and Planning o Wildfire

Significant and Unavoidable Impacts

CEQA requires that an EIR identify any significant environmental effects that cannot be avoided
if a project is implemented. All impacts identified for the project would be less than significant as
discussed throughout Chapter 3. Therefore, no significant and unavoidable impacts would result
from the project, and a Statement of Overriding Considerations is not required.

How to Comment on this Draft EIR

This Draft EIR is considered a draft under CEQA because it must have the opportunity to be
reviewed and commented on by public agencies, organizations, and individuals before being
finalized. This document is being distributed for a 30-day public review and comment period. Hard
copies of the Draft EIR are available for review at 800 South Victoria Avenue, #L1620, Ventura,
CA 93009. Electronic copies of the Draft EIR are available for review online at

Hueneme Road Widening Project Ventura County Department of Public Works
Draft EIR September 2025
10



Executive Summary

https://publicworks.venturacounty.gov/2025/09/04/environmental-impact-report-hueneme-
widening/.

The 30-day public review period for this draft EIR is from 10/1/2025 to 11/3/2025. Written
comments should be submitted during this review period to:

Matt Hespenheide, Engineering Manager
Ventura County Department of Public Works
800 South Victoria Avenue, #L1620
Ventura, CA 93009

Email: Matt.Hespenheide@venturacounty.gov
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Introduction

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Although not required by CEQA, this introduction is included to provide the reader with general
information regarding 1) the background of the project; 2) an introduction to the CEQA Guidelines;
3) the roles of Lead and Responsible Agencies; 4) information about the project proponent; 5) the
purpose of an EIR; 6) standards for EIR adequacy; and 7) an introduction to the EIR process.

1.1 Purpose of EIR

The County has prepared this EIR in accordance with the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of
Regulations [CCR], Title 14, Chapter 3, Sections 15000 et seq.). This EIR is an informational
document required by CEQA that addresses the potential environmental effects of the project.
The EIR is intended to provide public agencies and the public with information about 1) existing
environmental conditions; 2) the environmental impact(s) of the project; 3) identification of ways
in which significant impacts of the project might be minimized; and 4) alternatives to the project
that would reduce or avoid those impacts identified as significant. This EIR is an important
document that will be used by decision-makers when considering whether or not to approve,
modify, or deny the project.

The County will consider the information in this EIR in their evaluation of the project. The findings
and conclusions of this EIR regarding environmental impacts do not affect the County’s discretion
to approve, deny, or modify the project, but instead are presented as information to aid the
decision-making process.

1.2 Project Overview

According to the Ventura County General Plan (General Plan), Hueneme Road is identified as an
Other Principal Arterial and Major Collector and a City of Port Hueneme and City of Oxnard
Commercial Vehicle Route within the project area (Ventura County, 2020). Between Edison Drive
and Rice Avenue, Hueneme Road includes two vehicle travel lanes, one in the eastbound
direction and one in the westbound direction.

At the western terminus of the project, Hueneme Road intersects with Edison Drive; the current
configuration includes four vehicle travel lanes on Hueneme Road west of Edison Drive, two
vehicle travel lanes on Hueneme Road east of Edison Drive, and two vehicle travel lanes on
Edison Drive to the north and south of Hueneme Road Hueneme Road west of Edison Drive
includes a raised median and bicycle lanes in each direction. There are dedicated left-turn lanes
in each direction at the intersection of Hueneme Road and Edison Drive. At the eastern terminus
of the project, Hueneme Road intersects with Rice Avenue, creating a “T” intersection, where
Rice Avenue dead-ends at Hueneme Road and the existing through lanes become a left-turn
lane. There is a free right-turn lane from Rice Avenue to westbound Hueneme Road, and a free
right-turn lane on Hueneme Road onto northbound Rice Avenue. The current configuration
includes four vehicle travel lanes on Rice Avenue, north of the “T” intersection, two vehicle travel
lanes on Hueneme Road west of Rice Avenue, and two vehicle travel lanes of Hueneme Road
east of Rice Avenue.

Hueneme Road Widening Project Ventura County Department of Public Works
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There is an existing non-contiguous drainage ditch on the north side of Hueneme Road that is
approximately four feet deep. There are several utility poles on the north and south sides of the
roadway. There are several rows of eucalyptus trees tightly packed together adjacent to the
roadway that are used as a wind break for crops, and row crops/buildings on parcels adjacent to
the project area. According to the General Plan, adjacent land uses consist of Agriculture,
Industrial, Commercial and Services, Transportation, Communications and Utilities, and Single-
Family Residential. According to the California Department of Conservation (CDOC) has identified
Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, and Urban and Built-Up Land. The project
is listed in the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2025 Federal
Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP) for the fiscal years 2025/2026.

1.3 CEQA Process

1.3.1 Notice of Preparation/initial Study

An NOP, along with an attached IS, was circulated for the project on August 14, 2023, for a 30-
day public review period. The IS noted that the project may have a significant impact on the
environment and that an EIR would be prepared (see Appendix A). The NOP/IS was sent to
individuals, local interest groups, adjacent property owners, and agencies that have jurisdiction
over or interest in environmental resources or conditions in the project area. The purpose of the
NOP/IS was to allow interested parties or individuals to relay their concerns and comments on
the scope and content of this EIR.

Three comment letters were received in response to the NOP/IS. Comment letters were received
from the Native American Heritage Commission, Caltrans, and the Ventura County Planning
Division (see Appendix B). The IS identified the following environmental topic areas that should
be addressed in the EIR, following additional and focused technical analysis:

e Air Quality ¢ Noise

e Biological Resources e Transportation

e Cultural Resources e Tribal Cultural Resources

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions o Utilities and Service Systems

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials e Mandatory Findings of Significance

e Hydrology and Water Quality

The project would not result in significant impacts on Aesthetics, Agriculture and Forestry
Resources, Energy, Geology and Soils, Land Use and Planning, Mineral Resources, Population
and Housing, Public Services, Recreation, or Wildfire. A detailed analysis of these topics is not
included in this EIR but are briefly discussed in Section 3.1, Impacts Found Not to Be Significant.

1.3.2 Lead, Responsible, and Trustee Agencies

The CEQA Guidelines define lead, responsible, and trustee agencies. The County is the lead
agency for the project, because it holds principal responsibility for approving the project. A

Hueneme Road Widening Project Ventura County Department of Public Works
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responsible agency refers to a public agency other than the lead agency that has discretionary
approval over the project. The California Transportation Commission (CTC) and SCE are
responsible agencies for the project. A trustee agency refers to a state agency having jurisdiction
by law over natural resources affected by the project. The California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW) and Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) are trustee agencies for
the project.

1.3.3 Draft EIR
Impact Analysis

This EIR analyzes significant impacts that could result from the project. CEQA requires that the
EIR only address significant environmental effects. A “significant impact” is defined by Section
15382 of the CEQA Guidelines as “a substantial, or potentially substantial, adverse change in any
of the physical conditions within the area affected by a project, including land, air, water, minerals,
flora, fauna, ambient noise, and objects of historic or aesthetic significance.” The impact
significance thresholds for each environmental resource area in this EIR are based on CEQA
Guidelines Appendix G, Environmental Checklist Form. Where significant impacts are identified,
feasible mitigation measures are recommended to reduce, eliminate, or avoid the significant
impacts. This Draft EIR also identifies which significant impacts are unavoidable despite
mitigation.

Section 15382 of the CEQA Guidelines also states that “an economic or social change by itself
shall not be considered a significant impact on the environment but may be considered in
determining whether the physical change is significant.” Therefore, this EIR does not treat
economic or social effects of the project as standalone significant impacts.

Public Review

This EIR is considered a draft under CEQA because it must be reviewed and commented upon
by public agencies, organizations, and individuals before being finalized. This document is being
distributed for a 30-day public review and comment period. Hard copies of the Draft EIR are
available for review at 800 South Victoria Avenue, #1620, Ventura, CA 93009. Electronic copies
of the Draft EIR are available for review online at
https://publicworks.venturacounty.qgov/2025/09/04/environmental-impact-report-hueneme-

widening/.
The 30-day public review period for this draft EIR is from 10/1/2025 to 11/3/2025. Written
comments should be submitted during this review period to:

Matt Hespenheide, Engineering Manager
Ventura County Department of Public Works
800 South Victoria Avenue, #L.1620
Ventura, CA 93009
Email: Matt.Hespenheide@yventuracounty.gov
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1.34 Final EIR and Project Approval

Following completion of the public review period, the County will prepare responses to comments
received on the Draft EIR, which will be included in the Final EIR. The Final EIR may also contain
additional information about the project’s potential impacts and minor corrections or modifications
to the Draft EIR.

The identification of significant impacts in the EIR does not prevent a Lead Agency from approving
a project. Consistent with Section 15093 of the CEQA Guidelines, a project may be approved if
the Lead Agency determines that impacts cannot be feasibly mitigated below a level of
significance, but that there are important, overriding considerations, such as social and economic
benefits, which are sufficient to justify approval of the project. If the benefits outweigh the
unavoidable adverse environmental effects, the adverse effects may be considered “acceptable.”
The Lead Agency must prepare a Statement of Overriding Considerations that includes the
specific reasons to support the Lead Agency’s action based on the EIR and/or other information
in the record. The Statement of Overriding Considerations must be included in administrative
record and in the Notice of Determination that is filed after the agency decides to approve the
project.

1.4 Report Organization
This EIR is organized into the following chapters:

e Executive Summary. A summary of the project description and the results of the
environmental impact analysis, including potential impacts and mitigation measures.

o Chapter 1, Introduction: An introduction to the project background, CEQA Guidelines, purpose
of an EIR, roles of Lead and Responsible Agencies, intended use of the EIR, and EIR process.

o Chapter 2: Project Description: A description of the project, location, and setting; identification
of alternatives to the project, approvals and permits; and documents incorporated by
reference.

o Chapter 3: Environmental Impact Analysis: A discussion of impacts not found to be significant
or potentially significant, areas of concern or controversy, and an impact analysis for each
environmental issue, including a description of existing environmental conditions, a discussion
of the significant environmental effects of the project, and mitigation measures for reducing
these effects.

e Chapter 4, Other CEQA Considerations: An analysis of other issues mandated by CEQA,
including an evaluation of cumulative impacts, project alternatives, long-term implications of
the project, and energy conservation.

e Chapter 5, Comments and Coordination: Comments received on the project and coordination
with the public and government agencies.

o Chapter 6, References: Information sources and persons consulted during the environmental
analysis process, and a list of EIR preparers.
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The purpose of the project description is to describe the project in a way that will be meaningful
to the public, reviewing agencies, and decision-makers. Section 15124 of the CEQA Guidelines
requires that the a complete project description contain the following information: 1) a precise
location and boundaries of the project; 2) a statement of project objectives; 3) a general
description of the project’s technical, economic, and environmental characteristics; and 4) a
statement briefly describing the intended uses of the EIR, including a list of agencies that are
expected to use the EIR in their decision-making, a list of the permits and other approvals required
to implement the project, and a list of related environmental review and consultation requirements
required by federal, state, or local laws, regulations, or policies.

2.1 Project Site Location and Description

According to the General Plan, Hueneme Road is identified as an Other Principal Arterial and
Major Collector and a city of Port Hueneme and city of Oxnard Commercial Vehicle Route within
the project area (Ventura County, 2020). Between Edison Drive and Rice Avenue, Hueneme
Road includes two vehicle travel lanes, one in the eastbound direction and one in the westbound
direction. At the western terminus of the project, Hueneme Road intersects with Edison Drive; the
current configuration includes four vehicle travel lanes on Hueneme Road west of Edison Drive,
two vehicle travel lanes on Hueneme Road east of Edison Drive, and two vehicle travel lanes on
Edison Drive to the north and south of Hueneme Road (see Figure 2.1-1 and Figure 2.1-2).

There are dedicated left-turn lanes in each direction at the intersection of Hueneme Road and
Edison Drive. At the eastern terminus of the project, Hueneme Road intersects with Rice Avenue,
creating a “T” intersection, where Rice Avenue dead-ends at Hueneme Road and the existing
through lanes turn into left- and right-turn lanes. The current configuration includes four vehicle
travel lanes on Rice Avenue, north of the “T” intersection, two vehicle travel lanes on Hueneme
Road west of Rice Avenue, and two vehicle travel lanes of Hueneme Road east of Rice Avenue.
There are several utility poles on the north and south sides of the roadway. There are several
rows of trees tightly packed together adjacent to the roadway that are used as a wind break for
crops, and row crops/buildings located on parcels adjacent to the project area. There is an existing
non-contiguous drainage ditch located on the north side of Hueneme Road that is approximately
four feet deep. In the project area, stormwater generally sheet flows from north to south. There
are 11 drainage features located in the project area, as well as a cattail marsh.

There are several utility poles on the north and south sides of the roadway. There are several
rows of trees tightly packed together adjacent to the roadway that are used as a wind break for
crops, and row crops/buildings located on parcels adjacent to the project area. According to the
General Plan, adjacent land uses consist of Agriculture; Industrial; Commercial and Services;
Transportation, Communications and Ultilities; and Single-Family Residential (see Figure 2.1-3).
The CDOC has identified Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, and Urban & Built-
Up Land in and adjacent to the project area (California Department of Conservation, 2022).
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2.2 Project Background

A Traffic Engineering Performance Assessment was performed to develop the purpose and need
of the project. In addition, Hueneme Road has been identified in past and recent regional
transportation plans and studies as a candidate for road widening. In 2005, Ventura County’s
Subsequent EIR for Focused General Plan Update amended the Public Facilities map to reflect
the road widening of the Regional Road Network to accommodate projected traffic flows for the
year 2020, including along Hueneme Road. In addition, the 2009 Ventura County Congestion
Management Plan identified roadway improvements which included widening Hueneme Road
from Oxnard City limits to Rice Avenue. The General Plan also includes the County’s plan for
Transportation and Mobility and identifies Hueneme Road as “approaching unstable flow with
tolerable operating speeds subject to considerable and sudden variation, little freedom to
maneuver and with major delays at signals.”

In 2007, the Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC) adopted the Ventura
Countywide Bicycle Master Plan (VCBMP) to establish a planning document providing
recommendations for expanding bikeway infrastructure, closing gaps, and encouraging bicycling
for recreation and mobility. The plan includes Class Il Bicycle Lanes on Hueneme Road. In
addition, The County’s Comprehensive Transportation Plan (CTP), adopted in 2013, identified the
need for pedestrian and bike facility improvements in the County, including Hueneme Road, and
funding. The CTP found that the bike and pedestrian infrastructure was relatively well developed
within the cities but not well connected across jurisdictional boundaries, like Hueneme Road. In
2017, VCTC released Ventura County Bicycle Wayfinding Plan to identify regional bicycle routes,
inform prioritization of locations for bike infrastructure improvements, and develop a consistent
bicycle wayfinding sign design for regional bike routes throughout the County. Hueneme Road is
part of the County’s “Coast Route to Westlake Village” and the “Coast Route.” Hueneme Road is
also rated by the plan as a segment with “most stress bicycling.” Furthermore, the 2023 Ventura
County Active Transportation Plan (ATP) was adopted by the County to create a roadmap for
priority projects and programs that would support the community. The ATP identified Class Il
bicycle lanes to be constructed along Hueneme Road.

2.3 Project Objectives

Section 15124(b) of the CEQA Guidelines requires a project description to contain a clear
description of objectives that includes the underlying purpose of the project. Roadways in the
County facilitate the movement of goods throughout the region and state. Hueneme Road serves
as the primary freight route to and from Port of Hueneme, and there is a large percentage of truck
traffic from the Oxnard city limit to Rice Avenue. Goal One of the Circulation, Transportation, and
Mobility Element in the County’s General Plan is “to ensure the design, construction, and
maintenance of a safe and efficient roadway system for the movement of persons and goods.”
Hueneme Road is a 2-lane roadway which experiences heavy travel flows during peak hours and
is a primary freight route to and from the Port of Hueneme. The project is intended to serve
existing transportation demand, improve the freight movement corridor, and improve vehicle and
bicycle travel and safety. The project would provide new Class Il buffered bicycle lanes along
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Hueneme Road between Edison Drive and Rice Avenue. In addition, the project is included in the
County’s General Plan as a segment of the proposed multi-modal coastal trail. Proposed
improvements, such as the addition of buffered bike lanes, would support the County’s goal to “to
provide a continuous trail route along coastal areas of the County that forms a part of the statewide
California Coastal Trail system and provides access to other trails, the shoreline, public
recreational opportunities, and coastal points of interest” (Ventura County, 2021).

2.4 Proposed Project

The project would include four 12-foot through lanes (two in the eastbound direction and two
westbound direction), a 14-foot paved median, two 6-foot bike lanes on either side of the roadway
with a 2-foot buffer between the bicycle lanes and the traffic lanes, and two 4-foot wide shoulders
on either side of Hueneme Road between Edison Drive and Rice Avenue, for a total typical width
of 86 feet. All existing left-turn lanes would be retained as part of the project. The widened
roadway would taper to the existing configuration of one travel lane in each direction
approximately 1,200 feet east of Rice Avenue.

The existing centerline aligns with the current centerline at both Edison Drive and Rice Avenue.
Between these intersections, the roadway shifts up to approximately 14 feet southward to
accommodate widening improvements and avoid conflicts with overhead utilities located along
the north side. Construction of the widened roadway would require a maximum ground
disturbance of approximately 12 to 14 inches in depth to install the new roadbed. Widening of the
roadway would result in approximately 339,000 square feet (or 7.8 acres) of increased impervious
surface area. The surface runoff resulting from increased impervious surface would be directed
toward existing and relocated roadside drainage. It is anticipated that the existing drainage ditch
on the north side of the roadway, which is currently maintained by the County, would be shifted
north to accommodate the widening of the road. The limits of the relocated ditch, which would
continue to be maintained by the County, would not extend beyond the new County ROW line.
The centerline is intentionally adjusted to minimize impacts to adjacent property owners, thereby
reducing the need for property acquisitions and avoiding disruption to existing physical
improvements such as agricultural access roads and fencing.

Construction of the project is anticipated to last approximately 12 months. The project would
require three traffic signal modifications, drainage pipe and drainage inlet relocations, culvert
extensions and relocations, 41 power pole relocations, and 10 irrigation and water facility
relocations, including six private wells that will need to be relocated. The power poles along
Hueneme Road are located within County ROW; however, coordination and preplanning would
be needed with SCE to relocate the poles prior to widening the roadway and the relocations are
likely to take place outside of the estimated 12-month construction duration.

Additionally, there are Frontier Communications facilities on the SCE overhead poles and
underground lines along Hueneme Road. Sempra Utilities has gas transmission mains along
Hueneme Road near Edison Drive; the existing gas main may be impacted where drainage and/or
water facilities are relocated. Signal pole relocations would require ground disturbance at a
maximum depth of 16 feet. The project would not include the relocation of any water lines,
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recycled water lines, or sewer mains. However, two Pleasant Valley Water District well stations
would need to be relocated (see Table 2.4-1).

Table 2.4-1: Utility Conflicts

Feature/Utility Build Alternative
Water/Irrigation Facility Relocations 10
Traffic Signal Modifications 3
Power Pole Relocations 41

The project may include conforming 23 driveways located within the project area to the new
roadway configuration. Construction would be staged to provide continuous access to each
private parcel at all times. In addition, at least one lane would be open to provide continuous
access for vehicles through the project area and no detours to adjacent roadways would be
required. During the 12-month construction period, night work may be required.

The proposed improvements would require ROW and TCE. The project would require
approximately 9.3 acres of permanent ROW from 30 adjacent properties. This would include
approximately 4.7 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance, 4.5 acres of Prime Farmland, and
0.13 acre of Urban and Built-Up Land and Other Land. Additionally, the project would require TCE
from 3.73 acres of Farmland of Statewide Importance, 3.53 acres of Prime Farmland, and 0.14
acre of Urban and Built Up Land and Other Land.

Permanent ROW acquisition required to complete the project would include sliver takes from
parcels adjacent to the roadway; no full acquisitions are anticipated. The roadway widening would
require structure removal or minor relocation on three adjacent parcels. These include one
produce stand, a portion of a plant nursery, one garage, and an outside storage area. All ROW
impacts are outlined below (see Table 2.4-2). Parcels that may require relocation assistance are
shown in bold text. Vegetation removal would be required to accommodate the widening, and
approximately 329 eucalyptus trees, currently being used as a windbreak, would also need to be
removed. Tree removal would result in a vertical ground disturbance of approximately two feet
below existing grade; a stump grinder would be used to remove the trunk and roots. In addition,
six wells would be impacted and may be relocated. Two additional wells would be relocated if
they are impacted.

Table 2.4-2. Right-of-Way Impacts

Assessor’s ROW Total Remaining | Percentage
Land Use Parcel .
Parcel . . Area Acreage of Land Potential Impacts
Designation Area .
Number (acres) after ROW | Remaining
(acres)
Agricultural- .
223;3’230' Urban 0.31 26.06 2575 98.81 Proposed ROW impact to
Reserve dirt shoulder along the
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Total -
Assessor’s ROW Remaining | Percentage
Land Use Parcel .
Parcel . . Area Acreage of Land Potential Impacts
Designation Area .
Number (acres) after ROW | Remaining
(acres)
property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 085 69.77 68.92 98.78 dirt shou,lder along the
300 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
dirt shoulder along the
232:0:031- 1 ) icuitural 1.13 39.07 37.94 97.10 property’s edge to support
205 roadway widening, driveway
conform, and removal of
outdoor storage area.
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-032- . dirt shoulder along the
090 Agricultural 0.49 78.55 78.06 99.37 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0070- | icultural 0.42 73.12 72.70 99.42 dirt shoulder along the
130 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impacts on
223-0-030- Agricultural- Teto’s Produce Stand and
285 Urban 0.06 9.8 9.75 99.44 portion of plant nursery,
Reserve both would need to be
relocated.
Proposed ROW impact to
223-0-030- Agricultural- dirt shoulder along the
320 Urban 0.02 35.29 35.27 99.96 property’s edge to support
Reserve roadway widening, and
driveway conform
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0:-080- | )\ cricuitural 0.04 36.57 36.53 99.90 dirt shoulder along the
215 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-080- . dirt shoulder along the
200 Agricultural 0.30 30.66 30.36 99.02 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
223;%‘230' Urban 0.02 0.74 0.72 96.81 d'rr; Sgr‘t’“,fz;a':;‘fstze o
Reserve property 9 pp

roadway widening
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Total -
Assessor’s ROW Remaining | Percentage
Land Use Parcel .
Parcel . . Area Acreage of Land Potential Impacts
Designation Area .
Number (acres) after ROW | Remaining
(acres)
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
223-0-030- Urban 0.02 14.35 14.33 99 84 dirt shou’lder along the
255 property’s edge to support
Reserve S
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 0.01 0.96 0.95 98.61 dirt shOL{Ider along the
045 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 016 17.05 16.89 99,04 dirt shou}der along the
185 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 0.59 61.11 6052 99.03 dirt shou)lder along the
270 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 056 44.47 43.91 98.74 dirt shou}der along the
315 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
. Proposed ROW impact to
Agricultural- .
231-0-020- Urban 018 14.09 13.91 98.70 dirt shou’lder along the
280 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
Agricultural- Proposed ROW impact to
231-0-020- Urban 0.37 28.18 27 81 98.69 dirt shou’lder along the
290 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-031- . dirt shoulder along the
190 Agricultural 0.27 2.03 1.76 86.93 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0-031- | ) icultural 0.85 38.82 37.97 97.82 dirt shoulder along the
210 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-080- . dirt shoulder along the
285 Agricultural 0.35 72.41 72.06 99.51 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
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Total -
Assessor’s ROW Remaining | Percentage
Land Use Parcel .
Parcel . . Area Acreage of Land Potential Impacts
Designation Area .
Number (acres) after ROW | Remaining
(acres)
232;%’280' Agricultural 0.09 1.34 1.25 92.98 Driveway conform
232;‘880' Agricultural 0.09 0.93 0.84 90.65 Driveway conform
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-080- . dirt shou’lder along the
305 Agricultural 0.06 13.43 13.37 99.56 property’s edge to support
roadway widening and
driveway conform
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0:070- 1 5 icuitural 0.38 34.57 34.19 98.90 dirt shoulder along the
150 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-070- | ) ricultural 0.29 34.52 34.23 99.15 garage, structure would
140 require removal for
widening of the roadway.
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-033- . dirt shoulder along the
045 Agricultural 0.83 79.09 78.26 98.95 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232-0-033- . dirt shoulder along the
050 Agricultural 0.29 77.68 77.39 99.63 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0032- 1\ ) icultural 0.21 77.93 77.72 99.73 dirt shoulder along the
100 property’s edge to support
roadway widening
223-0-030- | Agricultural- P;:t?z:?f Rg:\: ::‘r):: e
Urban 0.04 4.97 4.93 99.10 P P v
275 would need to be
Reserve
relocated.
. Proposed ROW impact to
Agricultural- .
223-0-030- Urban 0.01 83.98 83.97 9999 dirt shou’lder along the
295 property’s edge to support
Reserve o
roadway widening
Proposed ROW impact to
232:0-080- | p icuitural 0.0002 12.7 12.70 100 dirt shoulder along the
315 property’s edge to support

roadway widening
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2.5 Construction

Construction of the project is anticipated to last approximately 12 months (see Table 2.5-1). Site
preparation and roadway construction would involve clearing, cut-and-fill activities, grading,
removing or improving existing roadways, and paving roadway surfaces. At least one lane would
be open to provide continuous access for vehicles through the project area and no detours to
adjacent roadways would be required. During the 12-month construction period, night work may
be required.

Table 2.5-1. Project Schedule

Phase Scheduled Start Month/Year SchedulediCompletion
Month/Year
Project Approval and March 2022 December 2025
Environmental Document
Plans, Specifications, and October 2026 December 2029
Estimates
Right-of-way October 2026 September 2029
Construction June 2030 June 2031

2.6 Alternatives to the Project
2.6.1 No Build Alternative

Section 15126.6(e) of the CEQA Guidelines requires the analysis of the No Build Alternative. The
purpose of including the No Project Alternative is to allow decision-makers to compare the impacts
of approving a project with the impacts of not approving a project. The potential environmental
impacts of the No Project Alternative are discussed in Section 4.2, Alternatives Analysis.

2.6.2 Build Alternative

Section 15126.6(a) of the CEQA Guidelines requires analysis of a range of reasonable
alternatives to the project. The purpose of including the Build Alternative is to allow decision-
makers to compare the impacts of approving a project and allow the Lead Agency to disclose its
reasoning for selecting the Preferred Alternative. The environmental impacts of the Build
Alternatives are discussed in Section 4.2, Alternatives Analysis.

2.7 Discretionary Approvals and Permits

The County’s decision-making body will consider the following discretionary actions for approval
of the project:

e CEQA Compliance/EIR Certification — The County must certify the EIR prior to, or in
conjunction with, approval of the project.

e County Permits — Various County construction, grading, and encroachment permits, including
the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) Air Pollution Control Permit and
City of Oxnard Encroachment Permit, are required prior to project construction.
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o State Permits — A CDFW Section 1602 Streambed Alteration Agreement and Porter-Cologne
Act Waste Discharge Requirements are required prior to project construction.

In addition to approvals from the County, the project may require approvals/permits from the
following state, federal, or local agencies:

e Caltrans
e SCE
e CTC

e City of Oxnard
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ANALYSIS

This chapter analyzes impacts the project would have on existing environmental conditions. This
environmental impact analysis has been prepared in accordance with CEQA and the CEQA
Guidelines.

Resources Considered in this Environmental Impact Report

This section of the EIR analyzes potential environmental impacts of the project. For each resource
analyzed, the section describes the applicable regulations adhered to, the project’s study area
and existing conditions, the thresholds of significance, and the impacts of the project relative to
the thresholds of significance. Based on the project description presented in Chapter 3 and
environmental issues associated with the project, the following resources are analyzed in detail
in Sections 3.2 through 3.13 of this chapter:

e Air Quality

e Biological Resources

e Cultural Resources

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials
e Hydrology and Water Quality

¢ Noise

e Transportation

e Tribal Cultural Resources

e Utilities and Service Systems

¢ Mandatory Findings of Significance

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15065(a), in addition to the above topics, Mandatory
Findings of Significance were considered, and potential significance discussions are Chapter 3.

3.1 Impacts Found Not to be Significant

As part of the NOP/IS, the environmental issues discussed in this section were considered, and
impacts were found not to be significant or potentially significant. Section 15128 of the CEQA
Guidelines states that an “EIR shall contain a statement briefly indicating the reasons that various
possible significant impacts of a project were determined not to be significant and were therefore
not discussed in detail in the EIR.” Consequently, there is no further discussion of these issues in
this EIR.
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Aesthetics

The project area is not within the vicinity of a designated scenic vista. In addition, the project area
is approximately one mile southwest of the nearest designated State Scenic Highway, State
Route 1 (SR-1). Therefore, the project would not have a significant impact on a scenic vista and
would not substantially damage scenic resources. In addition, the IS concluded that impacts
related to visual character and quality of the project area and introduction of new sources of light
and glare would be less than significant. Therefore, project would not result in a significant impact
related to aesthetics.

Energy

The project would be constructed in compliance with California Air Resources Board (CARB)
standards, which would minimize wasteful or inefficient energy consumption during construction.
In addition, the project would not include the addition of lighting or other long term energy input
beyond the existing condition. Furthermore, the project would not conflict with the California Long-
Term Energy Efficient Strategic Plan (California Public Utilities Commission, 2008). Therefore,
the project would not result in a significant impact related to energy.

Geology and Soils

The project is not located within a known earthquake fault zone. The nearest fault zone is the
Bailey Fault located approximately 2.6 miles east of the project area. Ground shaking may occur
due to the nearby active faults in the region; however, the project would be designed to meet
current seismic standards and would not increase hazards within the project area. The project
area is in an area classified as a liquefaction zone; however, the project would be designed to
meet current seismic standards and would include adequate foundation to reduce liquefaction
risk. In addition, the project area is relatively flat, so landslides are unlikely to occur. Soil textures
in the project area have a low to high erosion potential; however, the project area consists mainly
of a paved roadway that would be widened, which does not typically result in substantial soil
erosion. The soils in the project area also have a low to high shrink to swell potential. If the project
is found to lie on expansive soil during the Plans, Specifications, and Estimates phase, design
considerations would be included in compliance with Section 1808.6 of the Ventura County
Building Code (Ventura County Building and Safety Division, 2019). The project would not require
use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater disposal systems. The General Plan does not
identify the project area as having any unique geological resources, and it is anticipated that the
project area has a low sensitivity for paleontological resources. Therefore, the project would not
result in a significant impact related to geology and soils.

Land Use and Planning

The project would not physically divide an established community or conflict with County policies
and regulations adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect.
Therefore, the project would not result in a significant impact related to land use and planning.
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Mineral Resources

The project area is zoned as MRZ-1, which means that it is not in a mineral resource zone and
does not qualify for the land to be protected from incompatible land uses regarding mineral
resources. Because the project would not result in loss of availability of a known mineral resource
or locally important recovery site, the project would not result in a significant impact related to
mineral resources.

Population and Housing

The project would not result in construction of new homes and businesses. Construction workers
would be present temporarily but are not expected to contribute to population growth. The project
would increase roadway capacity; however, the increase would accommodate planned growth in
the area and be consistent with the General Plan circulation plans. The project would require the
removal and/or relocation of existing occupancies, including one produce stand, a portion of a
plant nursery, one garage, and an outside storage area. Impacts on the plant nursery would be
minimal, as no structures are present on the proposed ROW acquisition area, and the potted
plants that are present can likely be moved to a different portion of the property. It anticipated that
all of these facilities could be relocated to other sections of the properties they are located on. If
a facility relocation on a property is not feasible, there are alternate locations in the project vicinity
that these facilities could be relocated to. The owners of these properties would all be eligible to
receive relocation assistance for moving and related expenses. Therefore, the project would not
result in a significant impact related to population and housing.

Public Services

The project would be design and constructed in compliance with General Plan policies and
Hueneme Road would remain open to through-traffic for the duration of construction for
emergency access. In addition, there are no schools within 0.25 mile of the project area, with the
closest school being Tierra Vista School located approximately 0.5 mile away. The closest park
is located approximately 0.5 mile northwest of the project area. Therefore, the project would not
result in a significant impact related to public services.

Recreation

There are no parks or recreational facilities within or adjacent to the project area. The closest park
is located approximately 0.5 mile northwest of the project area. The project would not result in
population growth or generate increased demand for recreational facilities. Therefore, the project
would not result in a significant impact related to recreation.

Wildfire

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, the Fire and Resource Assessment
Program indicates that the project area is not within or adjacent to a Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone (California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection, 2024). In addition, the
project area is not in or near a State Responsibility Area (SRA). SRAs are recognized by the
Board of Forestry and Fire Protection as areas where the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is the primary emergency response agency responsible for fire
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suppression and prevention (Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, 2025). All utility relocations
would be conducted in accordance with standard practice to prevent the risk or spread of fire and
would not exacerbate fire risk or result in temporary or ongoing impacts on the environment.
Therefore, the project would not result in a significant impact related to wildfire.

3.2 Organization of Each Resource Section

Within each resource section below, the discussion is typically divided into sub-sections,
consisting of: 1) the Regulatory Setting, which identifies regulations and policies that guide
environmental permitting and review; 2) the Environmental Setting, which describes current
environmental conditions at the project area; 3) Environmental Impacts, which identifies
thresholds of significance and discusses the level of significance for each project impact; and 4)
Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures, which lists measures to eliminate or reduce
potentially significant environmental impacts.

In the environmental analysis, the following terms are used to describe potential impacts of the
project:

e Less Than Significant Impacts: These impacts are minor effects to the environment that do
not meet or exceed thresholds established to evaluate significance. Less than significant
impacts do not require mitigation measures. In some cases, existing public policies,
regulations, and procedures adequately address potentially significant impacts, thereby
reducing impacts to a less than significant level without the need for mitigation.

o Potentially Significant Impacts: Potentially significant impacts are defined as substantial, or
potentially substantial, adverse changes to the environment. While the CEQA Guidelines and
various responsible agencies provide guidance on determining impact significance, this
determination is ultimately based on the judgment of the Lead Agency. The Lead Agency is
also responsible for establishing criteria to evaluate the significance of impacts. Mitigation
measures are proposed, when possible, to avoid or reduce potentially significant impacts.

¢ Significant Impacts: Significant impacts are those that cannot be mitigated below thresholds
of significance through feasible mitigation measures.

e Cumulative Impacts: A discussion of cumulative impacts is provided in Section 4.0, Other
CEQA Considerations. Cumulative Impacts are impacts created from the combination of the
project with other closely related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable probable future
projects. Cumulative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant
projects taking place over a period of time.

3.3 Agriculture and Foresty Resources
3.31 Regulatory Setting
State Regulations

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, commonly referred to as the Williamson Act,
enables local governments to enter contracts with private landowners for the purpose of restricting
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specific parcels of land to agricultural or related open space use. In return, landowners receive
property tax assessments which are much lower than normal because they are based upon
farming and open space uses as opposed to full market value (California Department of
Conservation, 2015). The intent of the Williamson Act is to encourage voluntary land
conservation, particularly conservation of agricultural land in California.

Local Regulations

County of Ventura General Plan

The General Plan sets forth goals, policies, and programs that the County will implement to
manage future growth and land uses within the County. The following agriculture and forestry
goals and policies would apply to the project (Ventura County, 2020):

e Goals

o AG-1: To preserve and protect agricultural lands as nonrenewable resources to assure
the continued availability of such lands to produce food, fiber, and ornamentals.

o AG-2: To minimize conflicts between agricultural operations and urban land uses.
o Policies

o AG-1.1: The County shall continue to protect and preserve agricultural land by directing
growth away from productive agricultural lands into cities, unincorporated urban areas, or
existing communities and by supporting the acquisition or voluntary dedication of
agriculture conservation easements.

o AG-1.2: The County shall ensure that discretionary development located on land
designated as Agricultural on the General Plan Land Use Diagram and identified as Prime
Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance on the State's Important Farmland
Inventory is planned and designed to remove as little land as possible from potential
agricultural production and to minimize impacts on topsoil.

o AG-1.8: The County shall ensure that discretionary development located on land identified
as Important Farmland on the State's Important Farmland Inventory shall be conditioned
to avoid direct loss of Important Farmland as much as feasibly possible.

o AG-2.2: The County shall plan transportation and other County capital improvements so
as to avoid or mitigate impacts on important farmland to the extent feasible.

Implementation Program AG-O

Discretionary projects that would result in direct or indirect loss of Important Farmland in
exceedance of the acreage loss thresholds listed in the Table 3.3-1 below shall ensure the
permanent protection of offsite farmland of equal quality at a 1:1 ratio (acres preserved: acres
converted) through the establishment of an offsite agricultural conservation easement. “Offsite”
means an area that is outside of the project’s permit boundaries if applicable, would not be
disturbed by the project with respect to agricultural soils or production, and that otherwise
complies with the below-stated requirements.
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Table 3.3-1. Farmland Loss Thresholds

General Plan Land Use Important Farmland Inventory
. ; e Acres Lost
Designation Classification
Prime/Statewide 5
Agricultural Unique 10
Local 15

If the Planning Division, in consultation with the Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures,
division determines that a discretionary project would result in direct or indirect loss of Important
Farmland in exceedance of the acreage loss thresholds listed in the Table 3.3-1, the project
applicant shall prepare and submit a report for the review and approval of the Planning Division
in consultation with the Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures which identifies a
minimum of one proposed potential mitigation site suitable for ensuring the permanent protection
of offsite farmland of equal quality at a 1:1 ratio (acres preserved: acres converted) through the
establishment of one or more offsite agricultural conservation easements. The preservation of
more than one site agricultural conservation easement may be considered in order to meet the
required number of acres. The applicant shall also deposit funds with the County to contract with
a qualified third-party agricultural economic consultant to review and advise the Planning Division
and Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures regarding the establishment and
implementation of the agricultural conservation easement(s). The contents of the report shall be
determined, reviewed, and approved by the Planning Division in consultation with the Department
of Agriculture/Weights & Measures (hereafter referred to as the “reviewing agencies”), and shall
include information necessary for the reviewing agencies and a qualified entity responsible for
holding the conservation easement (e.g., a land trust organization) to determine the viability of
the proposed mitigation site(s) for the establishment of a permanent agricultural conservation
easement.

Among the factors necessary for approval by the reviewing agencies, the proposed mitigation
site(s) shall be located in the County of Ventura unincorporated area, must not already have
permanent protection, must be equivalent to or greater than the type of Important Farmland (e.g.,
Unique farmland) that would be converted by the project, and must be of sufficient size to be
viable for long term farming use as determined by the County. Among other terms that may be
required by the reviewing agencies in consultation with a qualified entity, the terms of an
agricultural conservation easement shall include a requirement that it run with the land. There
must also be a provision for annual monitoring by the qualified entity or its representative to ensure
adherence to the terms of the conservation easement.

3.3.2 Environmental Setting

Agricultural land is rated by the by the CDOC according to soil quality and irrigation status.
Important farmland is rated under the following classifications:

¢ Prime Farmland: Farmland with the best combination of physical and chemical features able
to sustain long term agricultural production. This land has the soil quality, growing season,
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and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high yields. Land must have been used for
irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.

¢ Unique Farmland: Farmland of lesser quality soils used for the production of the state's leading
agricultural crops. This land is usually irrigated but may include non irrigated orchards or
vineyards as found in some climatic zones in California. Land must have been cropped at
some time during the four years prior to the mapping date.

¢ Farmland of Statewide Importance: Farmland that is similar to Prime Farmland but with minor
shortcomings, such as greater slopes or less ability to store soil moisture. Land must have
been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the four years prior to the
mapping date.

e Farmland of Local Importance: Land of importance to the local agricultural economy as
determined by each county's board of supervisors and a local advisory committee.

¢ Grazing Land: Land on which the vegetation is suited to the grazing of livestock.

Important farmland within the County totals approximately 118,508 acres (County of Ventura,
2025). There is important farmland in the project area, including Prime Farmland and Farmland
of Statewide of Importance (see Figure 3.3-1) (GPA Consulting, 2024).

There are five Williamson Act contract lands within or adjacent to the project area (see Table 3.3-
2) (California Department of Conservation, 2025). Two parcels, APN 232-0-070-140 and APN
232-0-070-140, were enrolled in Williamson Act Contracts following circulation of the IS.

Table 3.3-2. Williamson Act Properties Within or Adjacent to the Project Area

APN Contragttft:;ollment Enroliment Year | Parcel Acreage’ ROW(;:;qeL;i)s ioe
232-0-032-090 Prime Agriculture Land 2024 78.55 0.4918
232-0-080-285 Prime Agriculture Land 2024 72.41 0.3538
232-0-080-290 Prime Agriculture Land 2024 30.66 0.3011
232-0-070-150 Prime Agriculture Land 2024 34.57 0.3812
232-0-070-140 Prime Agriculture Land 2024 34.52 0.2936

Source: (California Department of Conservation, 2025; GPA Consulting, 2024)

"Note: Parcel Acreage may vary slightly from the information found on the California Department of Conservation’s Williamson Act
Viewer.

Forest Land/Timberlands

The project area does not include any forest land (i.e., land with 10 percent tree coverage, as
defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)) or timberland (i.e., land that is available for
growing a crop of trees intended for commercial use, as defined in Public Resources Code Section
4526).
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3.33 Thresholds of Significance

The following thresholds are used to determine whether the project would result in a significant
impact pursuant to CEQA. These thresholds of significance are based in general on Appendix G
of the CEQA Guidelines. An agricultural or forestry impact is considered significant if the project
would:

(a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland),
as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

(b) Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

(c) Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code
Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code
Section 51104(g))?

(d) Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

(e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could
result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

3.34 Environmental Impacts

(a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated. In the General Plan,
Implementation Program AG-O assesses impacts on farmlands under CEQA (Ventura County,
2020). The guidelines specify that any project that would result in the direct or indirect loss of five
acres of Prime Farmland/Farmland of Statewide Importance, 10 acres of Unique Farmland, or 15
acres of Farmland of Local Importance is considered a significant impact (see Table 3.3-1).

The project would result in impacts on existing farmland. The project would require permanent
acquisition from existing farmland in the project area, resulting in the conversion of 7.56 acres of
Prime Farmland/Farmland of Statewide Importance into a transportation facility. No acquisitions
would be required from Unique Farmland or Farmland of Local Importance (see Table 3.3-3).
Mitigation Measure MM-AGR-1 would be implemented to ensure the permanent protection of
offsite farmland of equal quality at a 1:1 ratio (acres preserved: acres converted) through the
establishment of an offsite agricultural conservation easement. With the incorporation of MM-
AGR-1, the project would result in a less than significant impact on the conversion of farmland to
non-agricultural use.
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Table 3.3-3. Ventura County Significance Criteria for Agriculture Impacts

Farmland Classification

Permanent Farmland Impact

Ventura County Threshold of

(acres) Significance Criteria
Prime/Statewide Importance 9.2 5
Unique 0 10
Local 0 15

(b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
contract?

Less than Significant. ROW acquisition would be required from APNs 232-0-032-090, 232-0-
080-285, 232-0-080-290, 232-0-070-150, and 232-0-070-140, which are under a Williamson Act
Contract (see Table 3.3-2) (California Department of Conservation, 2025). The project would
require the acquisition of 1.81 acres of ROW across the five Williamson Act properties.

According to California Government Code Section 51295, when a transportation project would
acquire only portion of a parcel subject to a Williamson Act contract, the contract is deemed null
and void only for that portion of the Williamson Act farmland taken, and the remaining land would
continue to be subject to the preservation contract. Therefore, the portion of these parcels
acquired would no longer be under a Williamson Act Contract and the remaining farmland would
continue to be farmable. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on
agricultural land and land under a Williamson Act Contract, and no mitigation is required.

c) Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as
defined in Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public
Resources Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined
by Government Code Section 51104(g))?

No Impact. The project area is not zoned for forest land and there is no timberland production

within the project area. Therefore, the project would result in no impact on forest land, and no

mitigation is required.

(d) Would the project result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-
forest use?

No Impact. The project area is not zoned for, nor does it include, forest land. See discussion in
response (c) above. Therefore, the project would result in no impact on forest land, and no
mitigation is required.

(e) Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion
of forest land to non-forest use?

Less than Significant Impact. See discussion in response (a) and response (C).
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3.3.5 Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures

MM-AGR-1 The County of Ventura (County) shall prepare and submit a report for the review
and approval of the Planning Division in consultation with the Department of
Agriculture/Weights & Measures Division which identifies a minimum of one
proposed potential mitigation site suitable for ensuring the permanent protection
of offsite farmland of equal quality at a 1:1 ratio (acres preserved: acres
converted) through the establishment of one or more offsite agricultural
conservation easements. The County shall also deposit funds to contract with a
qualified third-party agricultural economic consultant to review and advise the
Planning Division and Department of Agriculture/Weights & Measures Division
regarding the establishment and implementation of the agricultural conservation
easement(s).

3.4 Air Quality

This section identifies and evaluates potential project impacts on local and regional air quality
emissions. The chapter includes a discussion of the existing air quality setting; construction-
related air quality impacts resulting from grading and equipment emissions; direct and indirect
emissions associated with project operation; impacts of emissions on both the local and regional
scale; and avoidance, minimization, or mitigation measures warranted to reduce or eliminate any
identified significant impacts.

3.4.1 Regulatory Setting

This section summarizes federal, state, and local regulations related to air quality that are
applicable to the project.

Federal
Clean Air Act

The Federal Clean Air Act (FCAA), as amended, is the primary federal law that governs air quality
while the California Clean Air Act (CCAA) is its companion state law. These laws and related
regulations by the United Sates Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA) and the CARB set
standards for the concentration of pollutants in the air. At the federal level, these standards are
called National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS). NAAQS and state ambient air quality
standards have been established for six transportation-related criteria pollutants that have been
linked to potential health concerns: carbon monoxide (CO); nitrogen dioxide (NOz); ozone (O3);
particulate matter (PM) which is broken down for regulatory purposes into particles of 10
micrometers or smaller (PM+o) and particles of 2.5 micrometers and smaller (PM.); and sulfur
dioxide (SO3). In addition, national and state standards exist for lead (Pb), and state standards
exist for visibility reducing particles, sulfates, hydrogen sulfide (H2S), and vinyl chloride. The
NAAQS and state standards are set at levels that protect public health with a margin of safety
and are subject to periodic review and revision. Both state and federal regulatory schemes also
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cover TACs (air toxics); some criteria pollutants are also air toxics or may include certain air toxics
in their general definition.

Transportation Conformity

The conformity requirement is based on FCAA section 176(c), which prohibits the U.S.
Department of Transportation (U.S. DOT) and other federal agencies from funding, authorizing,
or approving plans, programs, or projects that do not conform to State Implementation Plan (SIP)
for attaining the NAAQS. “Transportation Conformity” applies to highway and transit projects and
takes place on two levels: the regional or planning and programming level and the project level.
The project must conform to both levels to be approved.

Conformity requirements apply only in nonattainment and “maintenance” (former nonattainment)
areas for the NAAQS, and only for the specific NAAQS that are or were violated. The U.S. EPA
regulations at 40 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 93 govern the conformity process.
Conformity requirements do not apply in unclassifiable/attainment areas for NAAQS and do not
apply at all for state standards regardless of the status of the area.

Regional conformity relates to how well the regional transportation system supports plans for
attaining the NAAQS for CO, NO3, O3z, PMyo, and PM25, and in some areas (although not in
California) SO,. California has attainment or maintenance areas for all these transportation-
related “criteria pollutants” except SO, and has a nonattainment area for Pb; however, Pb is not
currently required by the FCAA to be covered in transportation conformity analysis.

Regional conformity is based on emission analysis of Regional Transportation Plans (RTP) and
FTIPs that include all transportation projects planned for a region over a period of at least 20
years (for the RTP), and four years (for the FTIP). RTP and FTIP conformity use travel demand
and emission models to determine whether the implementation of those projects would conform
to emission budgets or other tests at various analysis years showing that requirements of the
FCAA and the SIP are met. If the conformity analysis is successful, the Metropolitan Planning
Organization (MPO), FHWA, and Federal Transit Administration make the determinations that the
RTP and FTIP are in conformity with the SIP for achieving the goals of the FCAA. Otherwise, the
projects in the RTP and/or FTIP must be modified until conformity is attained. If the design
concept, scope, and “open-to-traffic” schedule of a proposed transportation project are the same
as described in the RTP and the TIP, then the project meets regional conformity requirements for
purposes of project-level analysis.

Project-level conformity is achieved by demonstrating that the project comes from a conforming
RTP and TIP and has a design concept and scope that have not changed substantially from those
in the RTP and TIP. If the design concept and scope have changed substantially from that used
in the RTP Conformity analysis, RTP and TIP amendments may be needed. Project-level
conformity analysis also needs to demonstrate that project analyses have used the latest planning
assumptions and U.S. EPA-approved emissions models and that the project complies with any
control measures in the SIP in PM areas. Furthermore, additional analyses (known as hot-spot
analyses) may be required for projects located in CO and PM nonattainment or maintenance
areas to examine localized air quality impacts.
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National Ambient Air Quality Standards

As required by the CAA, the U.S. EPA has established NAAQS for six major air pollutants.
California also has established ambient air quality standards, known as the California Ambient Air
Quality Standards (CAAQS), which generally are more stringent than the corresponding federal
standards and incorporate additional standards for sulfates, H2S, vinyl chloride, and visibility-
reducing particles. The federal and state standards for criteria air pollutants are shown in Table
3.4-1. Pollutants are measured in parts per million (ppm), parts per billion (ppb), or micrograms
per meter cubed (ug/m3).

Table 3.4-1. National and State Air Quality Standards

Contaminant Averaging Time Federal Primary Standards State Standards
Ozone 1-hour -- 0.09 ppm
Ozone 8-hour 0.070 ppm 0.070 ppm
Carbon Monoxide 1-hour 35 ppm 20 ppm
Carbon monoxide 8-hour 9 ppm 9 ppm
Nitrogen dioxide 1-hour 0.100 ppm 0.18 ppm
Nitrogen dioxide annual mean 0.053 ppm 0.030 ppm
Sulfur dioxide 1-hour 0.075 ppm 0.25 ppm
Sulfur Dioxide 24-hour 0.14 ppm 0.04 ppm
Sulfur Dioxide annual mean 0.030 ppm --
PMi1024-hour 150 pg/m3 50 pg/m3
PM1o annual mean -- 20 pg/m?
PM2.5 24-hour 35 9
PM2.sannual mean 12 --
Sulfates 24-hour -- 25 pg/md
Lead 30-day average -- 1.5 pg/m?3
Lead rolling 3-month average 0.15 pg/md --
Hydrogen Sulfide 1-hour -- 0.03 ppm
Vinyl Chloride 24-hour - 0.01 ppm
Visibility-reducing particles 8- _ Visibility equivalent to 10-mile
hour (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.) visual range
Source: (California Air Resources Board, 2024)

State
California Clean Air Act

The CCAA requires that all air districts in the state endeavor to achieve and maintain CAAQS
for O;, CO, SO,, and NO, by the earliest practical date. The CCAA specifies that districts focus
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particular attention on reducing emissions from transportation and area-wide emission
sources, and the act provides districts with authority to regulate indirect sources. Each district
plan is required to either 1) achieve a five percent annual reduction, averaged over consecutive
3-year periods, in district-wide emissions of each non-attainment pollutant or its precursors,
or 2) provide for implementation of all feasible measures to reduce emissions. Any planning
effort for air quality attainment would thus need to consider both state and federal planning
requirements.

Assembly Bills 1807 and 2588 — Toxic Air Contaminants

Within California, Toxic Air Contaminants (TAC) are regulated primarily through Assembly Bill
(AB) 1807 (Tanner Air Toxics Act) and AB 2588 (Air Toxics Hot Spots Information and
Assessment Act of 1987). The Tanner Air Toxics Act sets forth a formal procedure for CARB to
designate substances as TACs. This includes research, public participation, and scientific peer
review before CARB designates a substance as a TAC. Existing sources of TACs that are subject
to the Air Toxics Hot Spots Information and Assessment Act are required to 1) prepare a toxic
emissions inventory, 2) prepare a risk assessment if emissions are significant, 3) notify the public
of significant risk levels, and 4) prepare and implement risk reduction measures.

Local
Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines

CEQA requires evaluation of the environmental impacts, including air quality impacts, of proposed
projects. CEQA applies to all discretionary activities proposed or approved by California public
agencies, unless an exemption applies. The Ventura County Air Quality Assessment Guidelines
is an advisory document that provides lead agencies, consultants, and project applicants with a
framework and uniform methods for preparing air quality evaluations for environmental
documents (Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, 2003). The guidelines recommend
specific criteria and threshold levels for determining whether a proposed project may have a
significant adverse air quality impact. The guidelines also provide mitigation measures that may
be useful for mitigating the air quality impacts of proposed projects. These are guidelines only,
and their use is not required or mandated by the VCAPCD. The final decision of whether to use
these guidelines rests with the Lead Agency responsible for approving the project.

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Rule 55, Fugitive Dust

On June 8, 2008, the VCAPCD adopted Rule 55, Fugitive Dust. Rule 55 became effective on
October 8, 2008. Rule 55 was adopted to comply with a state law that requires local air districts
with air quality levels exceeding the state’s PM standards to adopt control measures to reduce
PM air pollution. Ventura County exceeds the state’s air quality standards for PM. The adverse
health impacts from PM air pollution include asthma and other lung diseases, heart disease, and
premature death. VCAPCD staff estimates that Rule 55 will reduce PM air pollution by six tons
per day. Rule 55 applies to any disturbed surface area, or man-made condition capable of
generating fugitive dust, including bulk material handling, earth-moving, construction, demolition,
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storage piles, unpaved roads, track-out, or off-field agricultural operations. The key provisions of
Rule 55 are as follows:

1) Visible dust from an applicable source is prohibited or limited;

2) Measures must be taken to reduce or prevent track-out onto paved public roadways from an
applicable source;

3) Track-out must be removed from roadways;
4) Visible dust exceeding 100 feet in length from earth-moving activities is prohibited;

5) Bulk material handling facilities with a monthly import or export of 2,150 cubic yards or more
of bulk material must take measures to reduce or prevent track-out onto a paved public road;
and

6) Outbound trucks with bulk materials or soil must either be tarped, have a 6-inch freeboard
below the rim of the truck bed, or be wetted or treated to minimize the loss of material to wind
or spillage.

Ventura County Air Quality Management Plan

The 2022 Ventura County Air Quality Management Plan (VCAQMP) presents a combined state
and local strategy for attaining the 2015 federal 8-hour ambient air quality standard for ozone, the
only federal clean air standard Ventura County does not meet, by the statutory compliance
deadline of August 3, 2027 (Ventura County Air Pollution Control District, 2022). It was prepared
to satisfy FCAA planning requirements for areas designated as serious federal 8-hour O3
nonattainment areas, including, but not limited to, updated air quality information, an updated
emissions inventory, local and state air pollutant control measures, new emission forecasts and
projections, a new federal conformity budget for transportation projects, a reasonable further
progress demonstration for precursors of ozone (reactive organic gases [ROG] and nitrogen
oxides [NOy]), a new countywide emission carrying capacity, and a demonstration that the County
will attain the federal 8-hour ozone standard. The VCAQMP is based on assumptions provided
by CARB and SCAG related to the most recent motor vehicle and demographic information. The
VCAQMP projections are based, in part, on land use designations and growth forecasts identified
in land use plans from cities and counties located in the South Central Coast Air Basin (SCCAB).

Ventura County Comprehensive Transportation Plan

The CTP is a long-range planning document adopted by the VCTC that plans for the future of
transportation in the County over the next 20 to 30 years (Ventura County Transportation
Commission, 2023). The 2023 CTP incorporates socioeconomic data, community priorities, and
local transportation solutions while also placing a special emphasis on inclusion of disadvantaged
and underserved communities to create a more equitable transportation future for all. The CTP:

o Identifies future transportation needs, priorities, and funding;
o Identifies strategies to reduce emissions and improve air quality;

e Enhances equitable access to mobility options; and
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o Establishes a vision for mobility in Ventura County for the next 20 to 30 years.

Ventura County General Plan

The General Plan sets forth goals, policies, and programs that the County will implement to
manage future growth and land uses within the County. The following air quality goals and policies
would apply to the project (Ventura County, 2020):

e Goals

O

HAZ-10: To promote a high level of air quality in order to protect public health, safety, and
welfare, and mitigate any adverse air quality impacts to the maximum extent feasible.

e Policies

O

HAZ-10.1: The County shall strive to reduce air pollutants from stationary and mobile
sources to protect human health and welfare, focusing efforts on shifting patterns and
practices that contribute to the areas with the highest pollution exposures and health
impacts.

HAZ-10.2: The County shall prohibit discretionary development that is inconsistent with
the most recent adopted Air Quality Management Plan, unless the Board of Supervisors
adopts a statement of overriding considerations.

HAZ-10.3: The County shall ensure that discretionary development subject to VCAPCD
permit authority complies with all applicable VCAPCD rules and permit requirements,
including the use of Best Available Control Technology as determined by the VCAPCD.

HAZ-10.5: The County shall work with applicants for discretionary development projects
to incorporate bike facilities, solar water heating, solar space heating, incorporation of
electric appliances and equipment, and the use of zero and/or near zero emission vehicles
and other measures to reduce air pollution impacts and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

HAZ-10.9: The County shall require that discretionary development which will create
objectionable odors that could affect a substantial number of people are appropriately
mitigated. The project, pursuant to state law, shall be required to operate in accordance
with the Rules and Regulations of the VCAPCD, with emphasis on Rule 51, Nuisance
throughout the life of the permit.

HAZ-10.12: The County shall require that discretionary development that would have a
significant adverse air quality impact shall only be approved if it is conditioned with all
feasible mitigation measures to avoid, minimize or compensate (offset) for the air quality
impact. The use of innovative methods and technologies to minimize air pollution impacts
shall be encourage in project design.

HAZ-10.13: Discretionary development projects that will generate construction-related air
emissions shall be required by the County to incorporate Best Management Practices
(BMPs) to reduce emissions. These BMPs shall include the measures recommended by
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VCAPCD in its Air Quality Assessment Guidelines or otherwise to the extent applicable to
the project.

o HAZ-10.14: The County shall ensure that discretionary development which will generate
fugitive dust emissions during construction activities will, to the extent feasible, incorporate
appropriate BMPs to reduce emissions to be less than applicable thresholds.

3.4.2 Environmental Setting

This section summarizes existing air quality conditions near the project area. This includes
attainment statuses for criteria pollutants, describes local ambient concentrations of criteria
pollutants for the past five years, and discusses mobile-source air toxics and GHG emissions.
The information in this section is based on the Air Quality Report (see Appendix C) prepared for
the project (AMBIENT Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025).

Regional Climate and Meteorology

The project area is within the SCCAB, which covers San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara, and Ventura
counties. The SCCAB is bordered by the Pacific Ocean to the west, the South Coast Air Basin to
the south, the Southeast Desert Air Basin and San Joaquin Valley Air Basin to the east, and the
North Central Coast Air Basin to the north. The average annual temperature throughout the
SCCAB is approximately 62 degrees Fahrenheit (F).

Criteria Pollutants of Concern

The FCAA requires the U.S. EPA to set NAAQS for six criteria air contaminants: Oz, PM, CO,
NO,, Pb, and SO.. It also permits states to adopt additional or more protective air quality
standards if needed. California has outlined effects and sources for six criteria pollutants (see
Table 3.4-2).

Table 3.4-2. State and Federal Criteria Air Pollutant Effects and Sources

Pollutant Principal Health and Atmospheric el S
Effects

High concentrations irritate lungs. Long-term | Low-altitude ozone is almost entirely formed from

exposure may cause lung tissue damage and | ROG/volatile organic compounds and nitrogen
Ozone cancer. Long-term exposure damages plant | oxides in the presence of sunlight and heat.
(03) materials and reduces crop productivity. | Common precursor emitters include motor

Precursor organic compounds include many | vehicles and other internal combustion engines,

known TACs. Biogenic volatile organic | solvent evaporation, boilers, furnaces, and

compounds may also contribute. industrial processes.

Irritates eyes and respiratory tract. Decreases | Dust- and fume-producing industrial and
Respirable | lung capacity. Associated with increased cancer | agricultural operations; combustion smoke and
Particulate | and mortality. Contributes to haze and reduced | vehicle exhaust; atmospheric chemical reactions;
Matter visibility. Includes some TACs. Many toxic and | construction and other dust-producing activities;
(PM10) other aerosol and solid compounds are part of | unpaved road dust and re-entrained paved road

PMuo. dust; natural sources.
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Principal Health and Atmospheric

Pollutant Typical Sources
Effects yp
Increases respiratory disease, lung da.rr?alg.e, Combustion including motor vehicles, other mobile
. cancer, and premature death. Reduces visibility ) . —_ . .
Fine - . sources, and industrial activities; residential and
. and produces surface soiling. Most diesel . .
Particulate . . .| agricultural burning; also formed through
exhaust particulate matter — a toxic air . ; .
Matter . o . atmospheric  chemical and photochemical
contaminant — is in the PMzs size range. Many . . . . .
(PMz5) . . reactions involving other pollutants including NOx,
toxic and other aerosol and solid compounds are . .
sulfur oxides, ammonia, and ROG.
part of PM2s.
CO interferes with the transfer of oxygen to the | Combustion sources, especially gasoline-powered
Carbon . e ) i . s
Monoxide blood and deprives sensitive tissues of oxygen. | engines and motor vehicles. CO is the traditional
CO also is a minor precursor for photochemical | signature pollutant for on-road mobile sources at
(CO) .
ozone. Colorless, odorless. the local and neighborhood scale.
Nitrogen Irrtating to eyes' and resplratory. tract. CO'OTS Motor vehicles and other mobile or portable
. atmosphere reddish-brown. Contributes to acid ) ) . .
Dioxide . . o engines, especially diesel; refineries; and
rain and nitrate contamination of stormwater. Part | . . .
(NO2) « » industrial operations.
of the “NOx” group of ozone precursors.
Fuel combustion (especially coal and high-sulfur
Sulfur Irritates respiratory tract; injures lung tissue. Can oil), chermcal plants, sulfur recovery plgnts, mgtal
. . . processing; some natural sources like active
Dioxide yellow plant leaves. Destructive to marble, iron, .. WL .
. . volcanoes. Limited contribution possible from
(SO2) steel. Contributes to acid rain. Limits visibility. . . .
heavy-duty diesel vehicles if ultra-low sulfur fuel
not used.
Disturbs the gastrointestinal system. Causes | Lead-based industrial processes like battery
anemia, kidney disease, and neuromuscular and | production and smelters. Lead paint and leaded
Lead (Pb) . . . ) . . .
neurological dysfunction. Also, a toxic air | gasoline. Aerially deposited lead from older
contaminant and water pollutant. gasoline use may exist in soils along major roads.
Reduces visibility. Produces haze.
ViSibi“TY- NOTE: not directly related to the Regional Haze | geg particulate matter above.
Reducing | program under the FCAA, which is oriented .
: . . S . . May be related more to aerosols than to solid
Particles primarily toward visibility issues in National Parks articles
(VRP) and other “Class I areas. However, some issues | - '
and measurement methods are similar.
Premature mortality and respiratory effects. | Industrial processes, refineries and oil fields,
Sulfate Contributes to acid rain. Some TACs attach to | mines, natural sources like volcanic areas, salt-
sulfate aerosol particles. covered dry lakes, and large sulfide rock areas.
. . Industrial processes such as refineries and oil
Hydrogen | Colorless, flammable, poisonous. Respiratory | .. . )
) . . fields, asphalt plants, livestock operations, sewage
Sulfide irritant. Neurological damage and premature .
treatment plants, and mines. Some natural
(H2S) death. Headache, nausea. Strong odor. . . .
sources like volcanic areas and hot springs.
Vinyl Neurological effects, liver damage, cancer. .
. . o . Industrial processes.
Chloride Also considered a toxic air contaminant.

Source: (AMBIENT Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025)
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Existing Air Quality Conditions

There are two air quality monitoring stations located near the project area. The El Rio-Rio Mesa
School #2 station is located approximately nine miles east of the project area and provides
measurements for Os, PM..s, PM1o, and NO,. The Reseda station located approximately 35 miles
east of the project area, was used as the closest station for CO. State and federal standards for
O3 were exceeded several times in the last five years (see Table 3.4-3). The federal standards
for PM2sand PM+o have also been exceeded on various occasions in the past five years.

Table 3.4-3. Air Quality Concentrations for the Past Five Years Measured at El Rio-Rio
Mesa School #2 and Reseda Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Stations

Pollutant Standard 2020 2021 2022 20233 2024
Ozone '
Max 1-hr concentration 0.104 0.073 0.077 0.071 0.073
No. days exceeded: State 0.09 ppm 2 0 0 0 0
Max 8-hr concentration 0.086 0.059 0.063 0.058 0.060
No. days exceeded: State 0.070 ppm 3 00 0 0 0
Federal 0.070 ppm 3 0 0 0
PMyo !
Max 24-hr concentration 200.7 377.8 57.9 102.8 272.9
No. days exceeded: State 50 pg/m3 21 12 3 NA 3
Federal 150 ug/m3 2 1 0 0 1
Annual concentration 252 26.4 227 NA NA
average
No. days exceeded: State 20 pg/m?3 NA NA NA NA NA
PMz5 !
Max 24-hr concentration 58.7 31.7 18.5 245 90.5
No. days exceeded: Federal 35 ug/m? 3 0 0 0 2
Annual concentration 75 68 6.5 6.1 51
average
No. days exceeded: State 12 pug/md NA NA NA NA NA
Federal 12.0 pug/md NA NA NA NA NA
Nitrogen Dioxide '
Max 1-hr concentration 31.0 33.0 32.0 27.0 29.0
No. days exceeded: State 0.18 ppm 0 0 0 0 0
Federal 100 ppb 0 0 0 0 0
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Pollutant Standard 2020 2021 2022 20233 2024

Annual concentration 5 4 4 3 4

average

No. days exceeded: State 0.030 ppm NA NA NA NA NA
Federal 53 ppb NA NA NA NA NA

Carbon Monoxide 2

Max 1-hr concentration 2.6 2.0 2.6 2.2 2.3

No. days exceeded: State 20 ppm 0 0 0
Federal 35 ppm 0 0 0

Max 8-hr concentration 2.2 1.7 1.9 1.8 1.7

No. days exceeded: State 9 ppm 0 0 0
Federal 9 ppm 0 0 0

1. Data from El Rio-Rio Mesa School #2 Monitoring Station
2. Data from Reseda Monitoring Station
3. Data obtained from U.S. EPA Air Data — Monitor Values Report
Source: (AMBIENT Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025)

Regional Attainment Status

Local monitoring data is used to designate areas as non-attainment, maintenance, attainment, or
unclassified areas for ambient air quality standards. The four designations are defined as follows:

¢ Non-Attainment: Assigned to areas where monitored pollutant concentrations consistently
violate the standard in question.

e Maintenance: Assigned to areas where monitored pollutant concentrations exceeded the
standard in question in the past but are no longer in violation of that standard.

e Attainment: Assigned to areas where pollutant concentrations meet the standard in question
over a designated period of time.

¢ Unclassified: Assigned to areas where data is inadequate for determining whether a pollutant
is violating the standard in question.

The SCCAB is currently designated as a non-attainment area for the state and federal Os;
standards and state PM4o standards (see Table 3.3-4). SCCAB is designated as in attainment or
unclassified for the remaining state and federal standards.

Table 3.4-4. State and Federal Attainment Status of the South Central Coast Air Basin

Pollutant

State Designation Federal Designation

2015 8-Hour Ozone (O3)

Non-Attainment

Non-Attainment (Serious)

2008 8-Hour Ozone (03)

Non-Attainment

Non-Attainment (Serious)

1997 8-Hour Ozone (03)

Non-Attainment

Non-Attainment (Serious)
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Pollutant State Designation Federal Designation
Respirable Particulate Matter Non-Attainment Attainment
(PM10)
2012 Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Attainment Attainment
2006 Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Attainment Attainment
1997 Fine Particulate Matter (PM2.5) Attainment Attainment
Carbon Monoxide (CO) Attainment Attainment
Nitrogen Dioxide (NOz2) Attainment Attainment
Sulfur Dioxide (SOz2) Attainment Attainment
Lead (Pb) Attainment Attainment
Visibility-Reducing Particles Attainment/Unclassified N/A
Sulfates Attainment/Unclassified N/A
Hydrogen Sulfide (H2S) Attainment/Unclassified N/A
Vinyl Chloride Attainment/Unclassified N/A

N/A = not available
Source: (AMBIENT Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025)

Sensitive Receptors

Sensitive land uses are generally considered to include those where exposure to pollutants could
result in health-related risks for sensitive individuals, including children and the elderly. There are
no sensitive receptors within the project area, as there are no land uses where sensitive receptors
would be located (see Figure 2.1-3).

Conformity Status

The project is included in the regional emissions analysis conducted by SCAG for the conforming
2024-2050 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) Amendment
#13 and the 2023 FTIP Amendment #25-09. The project’s design, concept, and scope have not
changed substantially from what was analyzed in the regional emission analysis prepared for the
federally approved SCAG 2024-2050 RTP/SCS Amendment #1 and the 2023 FTIP Amendment
#25-09. The County is designated as in attainment for CO, PM2s, and PM, relative to federal
standards, and the project would not cause or contribute to any new localized CO, PM;s, and
PM1o violations, or delay the timely attainment of any NAAQS or any required interim emission
reductions or other milestones during the timeframe of the transportation plan (Ventura County
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Air Pollution Control District, n.d.). Therefore, conformity and PM hot-spot analyses are not
required.

343 Thresholds of Significance

The following thresholds are used to determine whether the project would result in a significant
impact pursuant to CEQA. These thresholds of significance are based in general on Appendix G
of the CEQA Guidelines. An air quality impact is considered significant if the project would:

(a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan;

(b) Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the project
region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard;

(c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations; and/or

(d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a substantial
number of people.

Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.4(b)(2), the Lead Agency is charged with
determining a threshold of significance that is applicable to the project. For the EIR analysis, the
County has elected to use VCAPCD’s thresholds of significance (see Table 3.4-5). VCAPCD
does not quantify significance thresholds for any other criteria pollutants. Federal and state
thresholds would apply for all other criteria pollutants (see Table 3.4-6).

Table 3.4-5. Ventura County Air Pollution Control District Ozone Thresholds

Pollutant Precursors Thresholds (Ibs/day)
Reactive Organic Compounds 25
Ozone (O3)
Nitrogen Oxides 25

Table 3.4-6: South Coast Air Quality Management District Air Quality Significance
Thresholds

Mass Daily Thresholds
Pollutant Construction Operation
NOx 100 Ibs/day 55 Ibs/day
VOC 75 Ibs/day 55 Ibs/day
PM1o 150 Ibs/day 150 Ibs/day
PMzs 55 Ibs/day 55 Ibs/day
SOx 150 Ibs/day 150 Ibs/day
CoO 550 Ibs/day 550 Ibs/day
Lead 3 Ibs/day 3 Ibs/day
Odor
Odor Project creates an odor nuisance pursuant to South Coast AQMD
Rule 402
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344 Environmental Impacts

(a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality
plan?

Construction Impacts

Less than Significant Impact. Projects that would be considered to conflict with existing or future
growth projections, or that would exceed VCAPCD-recommended project-level significance
thresholds, would potentially conflict with the thresholds defined in the VCAQMP (see Table 3.4-
6). Construction emissions were estimated using the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality
Management District's Road Construction Emissions Model, Version 9.0.1 based on the
estimated amount of material to be imported and exported, off-road equipment usage, and
construction schedules provided by the project engineers. Construction emissions were estimated
using this model below (see Table 3.4-7).

Table 3.4-7.Construction Emissions of Criteria Air Pollutants & Precursors

Emissions (Ibs/day)’
Construction Phase
ROG CoO NOx PM1o PM2.s

Land Clearing/Grubbing 0.4 4.5 3.5 5.8 0.7
Grading/Excavation (2030) 3.2 38.3 24.0 8.2 1.7
Grading/Excavation (2031) 2.9 35.9 22.4 1.9 0.9
Drainage/Utilities/Sub-Grade (2031) 1.7 21.0 13.0 7.0 1.1
Paving (2031) 0.8 13.0 7.1 6.2 0.9
Maximum/Day: 3.2 38.3 24.0 8.2 1.7
2030 Project Total (tons/year) 0.2 2.5 1.6 0.6 0.1
2031 Project Total (tons/year) 0.1 1.1 0.7 0.4 0.1
2030-2031 Project Total (tons) 0.3 3.6 2.3 1.0 0.2

' Construction emissions were estimated using CalEEMod, Version 2022.1.1.30 based, in part, on project-specific information
provided by the project engineer. Assumes compliance with VCAPCD Rule 55 for the control of fugitive dust. Source: (AMBIENT
Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025)

The construction period would be over a 12-month period and would generate maximum-daily
emissions of approximately 3.2 Ibs/day of ROG, 38.3 Ibs/day of CO, 24.0 Ibs/day of NOx, 8.2
Ibs/day of PM1o, and 1.7 Ibs/day of PM.s. Total emissions generated during construction would
be approximately 0.3 tons of ROG, 3.6 tons of CO, 2.3 tons of NOx, 1.0 tons of PM1o, and 0.2 ton
of PM2s. These are all below the thresholds set by the South Coast Air Quality Management
District (SCAQMD) of emissions per day (see Table 3.4-6).

The project would be constructed in compliance with VCAPCD’s Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust), which
identifies measures to control fugitive dust generated during onsite ground-disturbing activities,
and Caltrans Standard Specifications 14-9.02 (AQ-1 through AQ-4, AQ-6, AQ-9 through AQ-11).
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The project’s design, concept, and scope have not changed from what was analyzed in the
regional emission analysis prepared for the federally approved SCAG 2024-2050 RTP/SCS
Amendment #1. The air conformity analysis prepared for these plans found that the project would
conform to the SIP for attaining and maintaining the NAAQS provided in Section 176(c) of the
FCAA. In addition, the project would not contribute to existing or projected future mobile-source
CO concentrations that would be projected to exceed federal or state CO standards. With
implementation of the avoidance and minimization measures above, the project would result in a
less than significant impact on an applicable air quality plan during construction, and no mitigation
is required.

Operational Impacts

Less than Significant Impact. Projects that would conflict with existing or future growth
projections or that would exceed VCAPCD-recommended project-level significance thresholds
would potentially conflict with the AQMP. When evaluated on an annual basis, the project would
result in an overall emissions reduction when compared to the existing condition. Estimated net
changes in annual operational emissions are summarized in Table 3.4-8. No new, permanent,
emission-generating components would be installed as a part of the project. Typical operational
activities are not anticipated to have any long-term impact on air quality plan attainment.

The County would construct the project to be in compliance with all VCAPCD rules and
regulations. With the implementation of measures AQ-13 and AQ-14, the project would result in
a less than significant impact on an applicable air plan during operation, and no mitigation is
required.

Table 3.4-8. Summary of Comparative Operational Emissions Analysis

Emissions (Tons/Year)'
Scenario/Analysis Year
PM2s PM1o NOx? co ROG
Existing Year 2023 0.33 1.82 2.02 10.15 0.55
No-Build Alternative — Opening Year 2030 0.32 1.80 1.06 6.93 0.39
No-Build Alt. 2030 Compared to Existing: -0.01 -0.01 -0.96 -3.22 -0.16
Percent Change: -3 % -1% -48 % -32 % -29 %
Build Alternative — Opening Year 2030 0.33 1.85 1.09 7.1 0.40
Build Alt. 2030 Compared to Existing: 0.00 0.03 -0.94 -3.04 -0.15
Percent Change: -0 % 2% -46 % -30 % -27 %
Build Alt. 2030 Compared to No-Build Alt. 2030: 0.01 0.05 0.03 0.17 0.01
Percent Change: 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%
No-Build Alternative — Design Year 2050 0.34 1.96 0.46 5.06 0.26
No-Build Alt. 2050 Compared to Existing: 0.01 0.15 -1.56 -5.09 -0.29
Percent Change: 2% 8 % 77 % -50 % -53 %
Build Alternative — Design Year 2050 0.35 2.01 0.47 5.19 0.27
Build Alt. 2050 Compared to Existing: 0.02 0.20 -1.55 -4.96 -0.28
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Emissions (Tons/Year)'

Scenario/Analysis Year
PM2s PM1o NOx? co ROG
Percent Change: 5% 1% -17 % -49 % -52 %
Build 2050 Alt. Compared to No-Build Alt. 2050: 0.01 0.05 0.01 0.13 0.01
Percent Change: 3% 3% 3% 3% 3%

1. Emissions were calculated using the CT-EMFAC2021 version 1.0.2 computer program based, in part, on traffic data provided
for this project (Kimley Horn 2023). Includes exhaust emissions, brake, road, and tire dust.
Source: (AMBIENT Air Quality & Noise Consulting, 2025)

(b) Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria
pollutant for which the project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or
state ambient air quality standard?

Construction Impacts

Less than Significant Impact. The project is located in a federal and state nonattainment area
for ozone and state non-attainment for PM. Construction-related emissions would be generated
from land clearing/grubbing, grading/excavation, drainage/utilities/subgrade, paving construction
equipment, construction workers’ commute, and construction material hauling. During
construction of the project, various types of equipment such as scrapers, bulldozers, heavy trucks,
backhoes, pneumatic tools, vibratory pile drivers, and concrete pumps would be used, which
would involve the use of diesel- and gasoline-powered equipment that would generate emissions
of criteria pollutants.

Construction would generate maximum daily emissions of approximately 43.2 Ibs/day of ROG,
38.3 Ibs/day of CO, 24.0 Ibs/day of NOx, 8.2 Ibs/day of PM4o, and 1.7 Ibs/day of PM. s (see Table
3.4-7). Total emissions generated during construction would be approximately 0.3 tons of ROG,
3.6 tons of CO, 2.3 tons of NOx, 1.0 tons of PM1o, and 0.2 tons of PM2s. Construction of the project
is anticipated to last approximately 12 months.

The VCAPCD does not identify quantitative CEQA significance thresholds for short-term
construction-generated emissions. However, if emissions of ROG or NOx exceed 25 pounds per
day, the VCAPCD recommends that control measures be included to reduce short-term
emissions. As shown in Table 3.4-7, ROG and NOx emissions are not projected to exceed 25
pounds per day. In addition, the project would comply with Caltrans Standard Specifications 14-
9 and the County’s Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust) (AQ-1 through AQ-4, AQ-6, AQ-9 through AQ-11).
With the implementation of measures AQ-1 through AQ-4, AQ-6, AQ-9 through AQ-14, the
project would result in a less than significant impact on the emission of criteria pollutants during
construction, and no mitigation is required.

Operational Impacts

Less than Significant Impact. Long-term operational emissions of criteria air pollutants would
be associated with the operation of motor vehicles. Long-term operational emissions were
quantified using CT-EMFAC2021 version 1.0.2 computer program based on traffic information
provided by Kimley-Horn Associates (Kimley Horn, 2023) (see Table 3.4-8). Operational
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emissions were quantified for baseline 2023, 2030, and 2050 conditions, as well as project
conditions for 2030 and 2050. In comparison to baseline 2030 and 2050 conditions, the project is
predicted to increase emissions by approximately three percent for PMz2s, PM1o NOx, CO, and
ROG. However, on a regional basis, implementation of the project is not anticipated to result in a
significant increase in long-term VMT and associated mobile-source emissions (see Table 3.4-8)
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on air quality standards during
operation, and no mitigation is required.

The criteria pollutants of concern for the project area are Oz and PMio. Ventura County is
designated as nonattainment for O3 at both the federal and state level andPM;jo at only the state
level. The County would construct the project in compliance with all VCAPCD rules and
regulations. The air quality conformity analysis prepared for these plans found that the plans,
which consider regionally significant projects and financial constraints, would conform to the SIP
for attaining and maintaining the NAAQS as provided in Section 176(c) of the FCAA. In addition,
the project would not cause or contribute to any new localized CO, PM; s, and/or PM1, violations,
or delay the timely attainment of any NAAQS or any required interim emission reductions or other
milestones during the timeframe of the transportation plan (or regional emissions analysis).
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact regarding the emissions of
criteria pollutants during operation, and no mitigation is required.

(c) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

No Impact. Construction activities would result in short-term pollutant emissions (airborne dust);
however, there are no sensitive receptors located near the project area. With the implementation
of measures AQ-5, AQ-7, and AQ-8, the project would result in no impact on sensitive receptors,
and no mitigation is required.

(d) Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of people?

Less than Significant Impact. Pollutants of principal concern include emissions leading to odors,
dust emissions, or emissions considered to constitute air pollutants. Air pollutants have been
discussed in response (a) through (c) above. Therefore, the following discussion focuses on
emissions of odors and dust.

Minor sources of pollutants that may result in odors would be present during construction. The
predominant source of power for construction equipment is diesel engines. Exhaust from diesel
engines, as well as emissions associated with asphalt paving may result in odors being present
in and around the project area. Odors would be temporary and would disperse rapidly with
distance from the source.

The project would be constructed in compliance with VCAPCD’s Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust) and
Caltrans Standards Specifications 14-9.02 (AQ-1 through AQ-4, AQ-6, AQ-9 through AQ-11).
These measures would ensure that construction of the project would not result in substantial
emissions of dust. Following construction, the roadway would be paved and would not include
any exposed topsoil. Areas adjacent to the roadway would be treated with erosion control
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measures to minimize dust. Therefore, project operation would generate a similar amount of dust
as existing condition and therefore would not adversely affect a substantial number of people.
Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on other emissions adversely
affecting a substantial number of people, and no mitigation is required.

3.4.5

AQ-1

AQ-2

AQ-3

AQ-4

AQ-5

AQ-6

AQ-7

AQ-8

Avoidance and Minimization Measures

The construction contractor would comply with the California Department of
Transportation’s (Caltrans) non-standard special provision Section 14-9.05
(2023). Section 14-9.05 requires identification of the local air quality jurisdiction
and for the contract to comply with all applicable rules and best management
practices. The project would comply with all applicable Ventura County Air
Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) rules and regulations including, but not
limited to, Rule 55 for the control of fugitive dust, Rule 62.7 for the control of
asbestos-containing material (ACM), and Rule 74.4, which prohibits the use of
cutback asphalt.

Water or a dust palliative would be applied to the site and equipment as often as
necessary to control fugitive dust emissions.

Soil binder would be spread on any unpaved roads used for construction
purposes, and on all project construction parking areas.

Trucks would be washed as they leave the right-of-way (ROW) as necessary to
control fugitive dust emissions.

Construction equipment and vehicles would be properly tuned and maintained.
All construction equipment would use low sulfur fuel as required by the California
Code of Regulations Title 17, Section 93114.

A dust control plan would be developed documenting sprinkling, temporary
paving, speed limits, and timely re-vegetation of disturbed slopes as needed to
minimize construction impacts on existing communities.

Equipment and materials storage sites would be located as far away from
residential and park uses as practicable. Construction areas would be kept clean
and orderly.

Environmentally sensitive areas would be established near sensitive air
receptors. Within these areas, construction activities involving the extended idling
of diesel equipment or vehicles would be prohibited, to the extent feasible.
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AQ-9 Track-out reduction measures, such as gravel pads at project access points to
minimize dust and mud deposits on roads affected by construction traffic, would
be used.

AQ-10 All transported loads of soil and wet materials would be covered before transport,
or adequate freeboard (space from the top of the material to the top of the truck)
would be provided to minimize the emission of dust during transportation.

AQ-11 Dust and mud that are deposited on paved, public roads due to construction
activity and traffic would be promptly and regularly removed to reduce Particulate
Matter (PM) emissions.

AQ-12 To the extent feasible, construction traffic would be scheduled and routed to
reduce congestion and related air quality impacts caused by idling vehicles along
local roads during peak travel times.

AQ-13 Mulch would be installed, or vegetation planted as soon as practicable after
grading to reduce windblown Particulate Matter (PM) in the area.

AQ-14 In addition, nonstandard special provision 14-9.05 would mandate contractors to
be responsible for complying with all rules and regulations implemented by air
districts.

3.5 Biological Resources

This section describes the regulatory and environmental setting for biological resources in the
project area. In addition, this section describes the potential impacts related to biological
resources that would result from implementation of the project.

Within this section, special-status species, nesting birds, raptor foraging activities, bats, and
jurisdictional waters will be discussed. Special-status species include plants and wildlife species
that are listed under the CDFW and the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), plant species
designated by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) with a California Rare Plant Rank or
other plants of local concern, and wildlife that is designated as a California Species of Special
Concern, as defined by CDFW.

3.5.1 Regulatory Setting

The following discussion provides a summary of federal, state, and local laws and regulations that
pertain to sensitive and/or protected species, their habitats, and waterways within or near the
project area.
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Federal
Clean Water Act Section 404

The United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Regulatory Program regulates activities
within federal wetlands and waters of the U.S. pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(CWA). In recent years, the definition of waters of the U.S. has been in flux. The U.S. EPA and
the USACE issued a revised definition of waters of the U.S in January 2023. However, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled in Sackett v. Environmental Protection Agency on May 25, 2023, that only
wetlands and permanent bodies of water with a “continuous surface connection” to “traditional
interstate navigable waters” are covered by the CWA, thus revoking the “significant nexus”
standard and invalidating portions of the January 2023 rule. To conform with the Sackett decision,
the U.S. EPA and USACE issued a final revised rule on August 29, 2023, amending the January
2023 definition of waters of the U.S.

Under the August 2023 rule, waters of the U.S. include: 1) traditional navigable waters (i.e. waters
that are subject to the ebb and flow of the tide and/or are presently used, have been used in the
past, or may be susceptible for use for interstate or foreign commerce), the territorial seas, and
interstate waters (collectively “qualifying waters”); 2) impoundments (e.g. reservoirs, retention
ponds) of qualifying waters; 3) tributaries to qualifying waters that are relatively permanent,
standing, or continuously flowing bodies of water; 4) wetlands with a continuous surface
connection to qualifying waters; and 5) intrastate lakes and ponds that are relatively permanent,
standing or continuously flowing bodies of water with a continuous surface connection to
qualifying waters (CFR 33 Section 328.3 and 40 CFR 120.2).

In streams and rivers where adjacent wetlands are absent, the USACE jurisdiction extends to the
ordinary high water mark (OHWM). The OHWM is defined as “the line on the shore established
by the fluctuations of water and indicated by physical characteristics such as clear, natural line
impressed on the bank, shelving, changes in the character of soil, destruction of terrestrial
vegetation, the presence of litter and debris, or other appropriate means that consider the
characteristics of the surrounding areas.” (33 CFR Section 328.3[c(3)]). If the OHWM is not readily
distinguishable, the USACE jurisdiction within streams extends to the “bankfull discharge”
elevation, which is the level at which water begins to leave the channel and move into the
floodplain (Rosgen, 1996). This level is reached at a discharge which generally has a recurrence
interval of approximately 1.5 to two years on the annual flood series (Leopold, 1994).

Federal wetlands are transitional areas between well-drained upland habitats and permanently
flooded (deepwater) aquatic habitats and are defined differently by different resource agencies.
The USACE and the U.S. EPA define wetlands as “those areas that are inundated or saturated
by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal
circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil
conditions” {33 CFR Section 328.3[c(1)]}.
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Clean Water Act Section 402

Activities within inland streams, wetlands, and riparian areas in California are regulated by
agencies at the federal, state, and regional levels. The CWA establishes the basic structure for
regulating discharges of pollutants into waters of the U.S. At the federal level, the U.S. EPA
regulates construction-related stormwater discharges to surface waters through the National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) program, pursuant to Section 402 of the federal
CWA. Section 402 of the CWA requires that all construction sites disturbing one acre or greater
of land, as well as municipal, industrial and commercial facilities discharging wastewater or
stormwater directly from a point source (a pipe, ditch or channel) into a surface water of the U.S.
(a lake, river, and/or ocean) must obtain permission under the NPDES permit.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) (50 CFR Part 10 and Part 21) protects migratory birds,
their occupied nests, and their eggs from disturbance and/or destruction. “Migratory birds” under
the MBTA include all bird species listed in 50 CFR Part 10.13, as updated in December 2013
(United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 2013). In accordance with the Migratory Bird Treaty
Reform Act of 2004 the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) included all species
native to the U.S. (or U.S. territories) that are known to be present as a result of natural biological
or ecological processes. In addition, the USFWS provided clarification that the MBTA does not
apply to any nonnative species whose presence in the U.S. are solely the result of intentional or
unintentional human-assisted introduction (United States Fish and Wildlife Service, 2018).
Nonnative bird species not protected by the MBTA include, but are not limited to, the house
sparrow (Passer domesticus), European starling (Sturnus vulgaris), and rock pigeon (Columba
livia).

State

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act

The RWQCB asserts authority over waters of the state under the Porter-Cologne Act, which
establishes a regulatory program to protect water quality and to protect beneficial uses of state
waters. The Porter-Cologne Act empowers the RWQCB to formulate and adopt a Water Quality
Control Plan that designates beneficial uses and establishes such water quality objectives that in
its judgment will ensure reasonable protection of beneficial uses. Each RWQCB establishes water
quality objectives that will ensure the reasonable protection of beneficial uses and the prevention
of water quality degradation. Dredge or fill activities with the potential to affect water quality in
these waters must comply with Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) issued by the RWQCB.

The term “waters of the state,” under jurisdiction of the RWQCB, is defined by California Water
Code as “any surface water or groundwater, including saline waters, within the boundaries of the
state” (California Water Code Section 13050(e)).

California Fish and Game Code

Under the California Fish and Game Code Section 1602, the limits of CDFW jurisdiction within
streams and other drainages extends from the top of the stream bank to the top of the opposite
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bank, to the outer drip line in areas containing riparian vegetation, and/or within the 100-year
floodplain of a stream or river system containing fish or wildlife resources. Under Section 1602, a
Streambed Alteration Agreement must be issued by the CDFW prior to the initiation of
construction activities that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream,
or lake; substantially change or use any material from the bed, channel, or bank, of any river,
stream, or lake; or deposit debris, waste, or other materials that could pass into any river, stream,
or lake under CDFW'’s jurisdiction.

Section 2126 of the California Fish and Game Code states that it is unlawful for any person to
take any mammal that are identified within Section 2118, including all species of bats.

Sections 3503, 3513, and 3800 of the California Fish and Game Code prohibit the take of birds
protected under the MBTA and protects their occupied nests. In addition, Section 3503.5 of the
California Fish and Game Code prohibits the take of any birds in the order Falconiformes or
Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) and protects their occupied nests. Pursuant to Section 3801 and 3800,
the only species authorized for take without prior authorization from the CDFW are the house
sparrow and European starling.

State-listed species and those petitioned for listing by the CDFW are fully protected under CESA.
Under Section 2080.1 of the California Fish and Game Code, if a project would result in take of a
species that is both federally and state listed, a consistency determination may be completed in
lieu of undergoing a separate CESA consultation. Under Section 2081, if a project would result in
take of a species that is state-only listed as threatened or endangered, then an incidental take
permit from the CDFW is required.

Sections 3511, 4700, 5050, and 5515 of the California Fish and Game Code prohibit the take or
possession of 37 fully protected bird, mammal, reptile, amphibian, and fish species. Each of the
statutes states that no provision of this code or any other law shall be construed to authorize the
issuance of permits or licenses to “take” the species, and states that no previously issued permit
or licenses for take of the species “shall have any force or effect” for authorizing take or
possession. The CDFW will not authorize incidental take of fully protected species when activities
are proposed in areas inhabited by those species.

Local
Ventura County General Plan

The General Plan sets forth goals, policies, and programs that the County will implement to
manage future growth and land uses within the County. The following biological resources goals
and policies would apply to the project (Ventura County, 2020):

e Goals

o CO0S-1: Toidentify, preserve, protect, and restore sensitive biological resources, including
federal and state-designated endangered, threatened, rare, or candidate species and their
supporting habitats; wetland and riparian habitats; coastal habitats; habitat connectivity
and wildlife corridors; and habitats and species identified as “locally important” by the

County.
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e Policy

o C€0S-1.1: The County shall ensure that discretionary development that could potentially
impact sensitive biological resources be evaluated by a qualified biologist to assess
impacts and, if necessary, develop mitigation measures that fully account for the impacted
resource. When feasible, mitigation measures should adhere to the following priority:
avoid impacts, minimize impacts, and compensate for impacts. If the impacts cannot be
reduced to a less than significant level, findings of overriding considerations must be made
by the decision-making body.

o C€0S-1.4: When considering proposed discretionary development, County decision-
makers shall consider the development’'s potential project-specific and cumulative
impacts on the movement of wildlife at a range of spatial scales including local scales
(e.g., hundreds of feet) and regional scales (e.g., tens of miles).

o C€08-1.9: The County shall consult with CDFW, the RWQCB, the USFWS, National
Audubon Society, California Native Plant Society, National Park Service for development
in the Santa Monica Mountains or Oak Park Area, and other resource management
agencies, as applicable during the review of discretionary development applications to
ensure that impacts on biological resources, including rare, threatened, or endangered
species, are avoided or minimized.

3.5.2 Environmental Setting

This section describes the environmental setting, or conditions related to biological resources and
jurisdictional areas in the project area. This information is intended to assist in the evaluation and
conclusions of the impact analysis provided below and in the formation of BMPs. The information
in this section is based on the Biological Resources Assessment (BRA) prepared for the project
(see Appendix D) (GPA Consulting, 2023).

Biological Study Area

The biological study area (BSA) includes areas that could be directly or indirectly impacted by the
project, either temporarily or permanently. The BSA comprises approximately 210.5 acres and an
approximately 300-foot buffer around the project footprint. The BSA begins west of the Hueneme
Road/Edison Drive intersection and extends east to just east of the Hueneme Road/Nauman
Road intersection. (see Figure 3.5.1).

Literature Review

A literature, database, and aerial imagery review was conducted to determine if special-status
biological resources were present or potentially present in or near the BSA. The following sources
were used:

e CDFW:’s California Natural Diversity Database Search (CNDDB) for the Oxnard, Point Mugu,
Camarillo, Santa Paula, Saticoy, and Ventura 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangles
(California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2023a);
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o CNPS Online Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants for the Oxnard, Point Mugu,
Camarillo, Santa Paula, Saticoy, and Ventura 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangles
(California Native Plant Society, 2023a);

o CDFW Biogeographic Information and Observation System (BIOS) Habitat Connectivity
Viewer (California Department of Fish and Wildlife, 2023b);

o Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Web Soils Survey for Ventura Area,
California (United States Department of Agriculture Natural Resources Conservation Service,
2023);

o USFWS Information for Planning and Conservation (IPaC) Database (United States Fish and
Wildlife Service, 2023a);

¢ USFWS Critical Habitat online mapper (United States Fish and Wildlife, 2023a);

o USFWS National Wetlands Inventory Mapper (United States Fish and Wildlife Service,
2023c).; and

e NMFS for the Oxnard and Camarillo 7.5-minute series topographic quadrangles (National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2023).

Field Survey

A field survey of the BSA was conducted on May 3, 4, and 5, 2023 by qualified biologists. The
purpose of these surveys was to perform a general biological assessment of the BSA, map
vegetation communities and land cover classes, investigate waterways and drainage features in
the BSA, and inventory vegetation communities, plant, and wildlife species in the BSA. Vegetation
communities observed in the BSA were classified according to the CNPS Manual of California
Vegetation (California Native Plant Society, 2023). Vertebrate wildlife species were identified by
direct observation, vocalization, or sign (e.g. tracks, scat, burrows). Existing drainages and other
aquatic features were qualitatively assessed and delineated.

Hydrology

Eleven drainage features and one freshwater marsh (cattail marsh) were observed within the
BSA. Based on survey results, there are 11 drainages and one Cattail Marsh that may be under
the jurisdiction of the RWQCB, and/or the CDFW. The drainages within the BSA convey flow to
one of four culverts, which later direct flow into Mugu Drain. The cattail marsh receives runoff from
nearby agricultural fields and does not appear to convey flow.

Vegetation and Cover Classes

Vegetation within the BSA includes a mix of native and non-native species. Six vegetation
communities and one cover class were identified within the BSA (see Figure 3.5-2). Vegetation
communities observed within the BSA were classified according to the CNPS Manual of California
Vegetation and the National Vegetation Classification System, and include Cattail Marshes,
Woody Agricultural Vegetation, Herbaceous Horticultural Crop, Row and Close Grain Crop,
Tropical and Temperate Fruit Orchard, and Herbaceous and Woody Developed Vegetation
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(California Native Plant Society, 2023; Federal Geographic Data Committee, Vegetation
Subcommittee, 2023). One cover class, Developed, was observed in the BSA.

Wildlife Populations

Trees within the BSA could provide nesting habitat for migratory birds and roosting habitat for
bats. Additionally, the cattail marsh near 1531 East Hueneme Road could provide habitat for
invertebrates and foraging habitat for birds and other wildlife. Wildlife species observed during
the biological surveys include American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), European starling
(Sturnus vulgaris), barn swallow (Hirundo rustica), cliff swallow (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota),
Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna), lark sparrow (Chondestes grammacus), Lincoln’s sparrow
(Melospiza lincolnii), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), mallard (Anas platyrhynchos), northern
rough-winged swallow (Stelgidopteryx serripennis), Brewer's blackbird (Euphagus
cyanocephalus), and brown-headed cowbird (Molothrus ater).

Regional Connectivity/Wildlife Movement Corridors

According to CDFW’s Areas of Conservation Emphasis - Terrestrial Connectivity dataset, the BSA
is located entirely within an area with limited connectivity opportunity (California Department of
Fish and Wildlife, 2019). The agricultural land on the south side of Hueneme Road appears as
though it could be used by wildlife to access the waterfront, however, in actuality access is blocked
by the fences surrounding Naval Air Station Point Mugu and the Ormond Beach Generating
Station. The agricultural land on the north side of Hueneme Road ultimately leads to wildlife
movement barriers in the form of Tierra Vista neighborhood and Pacific Coast Highway. Thus,
the BSA and the land surrounding the BSA does not function as a wildlife movement corridor nor
as a hub of regional connectivity.

Existing Conditions
Vegetation/Land Use Types

The project area is surrounded by agriculture, industrial, commercial and services, transportation,
communications and utilities, and single-family residential land uses (see Figure 2.1-3). The
vegetation within the BSA is mostly comprised of agricultural and herbaceous and woody
vegetation types (see Figure 3.5-2).

Plants

During the field survey(s), non-native species were observed in and around the project area in
disturbed areas, including ice plant, celery, mulefat, cattail and other agricultural and herbaceous
plants and grasses. There are no natural vegetation communities in the project area.
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State Jurisdictional Aquatic Resources

Based on survey results, the 11 drainages within the BSA are anticipated to fall under the
jurisdiction of RWQCB and/or CDFW. There are no waters under federal jurisdiction within the
project area. The jurisdiction of the RWQCB includes 0.46 acre of non-wetland waters in the BSA
(see Figure 3.5-3). The cattail marsh is not anticipated to fall under the jurisdiction of RWQCB.
Approximately 1.54 acres of waters within the BSA are anticipated to fall under the jurisdiction of
the CDFW,; including the cattail marsh and all 11 drainages (see Figure 3.5-4). There are no
existing wetlands in the project area.

Special Status Plants and Sensitive Vegetation Communities

A total of 23 special-status plant species were evaluated for their potential to be in the BSA.
Survey results, range, and habitat information were used to determine the likelihood for these
species to be in the BSA. Special-status plant species were not observed, and based on habitat
requirements, special-status plant species are not anticipated to be in the BSA. In addition, there
are no USFWS-designated critical habitats found in the BSA. According to the CNDDB search,
five sensitive vegetation communities have the potential to be in the BSA. These sensitive
vegetation communities include California Walnut Woodland, Coastal and Valley Freshwater
Marsh, Southern Coastal Salt Marsh, Southern Riparian Scrub, and Valley Needlegrass
Grassland. Of these five, one special-status community was observed in the BSA: Coastal and
Valley Freshwater Marsh (Holland, 1986). Coastal and Valley Freshwater Marsh communities, as
described in Holland, are equivalent to the Cattail Marsh community.

Special-Status Wildlife

A total of 49 special-status wildlife species were evaluated for their potential to be in the BSA.
Based on habitat requirements, nine of those species have the potential to be in the BSA,
including American bumble bee (Bombus pensylvanicus), California legless lizard (Anniellas
spp.), burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia), tricolored blackbird (Agelaius tricolor), white-tailed kite
(Elanus leucurus), California horned lark (Eremophila alpestris actia), American peregrine falcon
(Falco peregrinus anatum), pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus), and western mastiff bat (Eumops
perotis californicus). Survey results, range, and habitat information were used to determine the
likelihood for these species to be in the BSA. Because the entire BSA lacks suitable habitat, is
disturbed, and is surrounded by industrial, commercial, and residential land uses, most of these
wildlife species are not anticipated to be in the BSA.

Bats

Two bat species, pallid bat and western mastiff bat, have the potential to be in the BSA based on
habitat requirements. However, these species were not observed during the biological field
surveys. Pallid bat are known to roost in hollow trees and buildings, and night roost in more open
sites such as porches or open buildings. Western mastiff bats are known to roost in large trees.
Large trees are located along the shoulder of Hueneme Road that may provide suitable roosting
habitat.
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Birds
Nesting Birds

The BSA contains suitable nesting habitat in the BSA for bird species that frequently nest in and
on structures, trees, or other vegetation in developed areas, and are tolerant of disturbance.
Several bird species, including American crow, European starling, barn swallow, cliff swallow,
Anna’s hummingbird, lark sparrow, Lincoln’s sparrow, mourning dove, mallard, northern rough-
winged swallow, Brewer’s blackbird, and brown-headed cowbird were observed in the BSA.

Raptor Foraging Activities

The BSA was evaluated for its potential to support raptor foraging activities. Raptors could nest
in the project area, however, foraging habitat within the BSA is low quality due to intensive
agricultural practices. The BSA provides limited foraging opportunities for raptor species that are
habituated to agricultural areas.

Wildlife Corridors

According to CDFW’s Areas of Conservation Emphasis - Terrestrial Connectivity dataset, the BSA
is located entirely in an area with limited connectivity opportunity (California Department of Fish
and Wildlife, 2019). The agricultural land on the south side of Hueneme Road appears as though
it could be used by wildlife to access the waterfront, however, access is blocked by the fences
surrounding Naval Air Station Point Mugu and the Ormond Beach Generating Station. The
agricultural land on the north side of Hueneme Road leads to wildlife movement barriers in the
form of Tierra Vista neighborhood and Pacific Coast Highway. However, the BSA may be used
for local foraging and movement by local wildlife species from the surrounding areas.

3.5.3 Thresholds of Significance

The following thresholds are used to determine whether the project would result in a significant
impact pursuant to CEQA. These thresholds of significance are based in general on Appendix G
of the CEQA Guidelines. A biological resources impact is considered significant if the project
would:

(a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local or regional plans,
policies, or regulations, or by the CDFW or the USFWS.

(b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or by the CDFW or USFWS.

(c) Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including but not
limited to marshes, vernal pools, and coastal areas) or any State-protected jurisdictional areas
not subject to regulation under Section 404 of the CWA through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means.
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(d) Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors or impede the use of
native wildlife nursery sites.

(e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance.

(f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan.

3.5.4 Environmental Impacts

(a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or requlations, or by the CDFW or USFWS?

Less than Significant Impact. No special-status plants were observed in the BSA during field
surveys. Ground-disturbing activities, vegetation/tree removal and trimming, staging, and
pedestrian and vehicle movement, could result in disturbance, injury, or mortality, reduction of
nesting and foraging habitat for American bumble bee, legless lizards, and bats. Noise and
vibration could also result in disturbance to foraging patterns and habitat for these species. These
impacts would be reduced through implementation of avoidance and minimization measures BIO-
17 through BIO-19. Indirect impacts on bats may include roost abandonment resulting from
increased construction noise and vibration. Implementation of avoidance and minimization
measures BI0-20 through BIO-27 would reduce potential impacts.

The project would include removal of approximately 329 non-native trees at the southern shoulder
of Hueneme Road, east of Olds Road and west of Casper Road; the northern shoulder of
Hueneme Road at 2599 Hueneme Road; and the northern shoulder of Hueneme Road near 3121
Hueneme Road. These trees are not protected under County or state regulations. Tree and
vegetation removal and/or trimming could result in disturbance, injury, or mortality on nesting
and/or foraging migratory birds and raptors and reduce the available nesting habitat. Noise and
vibration could also result in disturbance and nest abandonment. These impacts would be
reduced through implementation of avoidance and minimization measures BIO-28 through BIO-
31. Avoidance and minimization measures BIO-9 through BIO-15 would further reduce impacts
related to construction. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant impact on
special-status vegetation communities, plants, or wildlife during construction, and no mitigation is
required.

During operation, lighting, noise, human activity, and maintenance activities associated with the
widened roadway would not be substantially different from existing conditions. Therefore, the
project would result in no impact on special-status vegetation communities, plants, or wildlife
during operation, and no mitigation is required.
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(b) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, or by the
CDFW or USFWS?

Less than Significant Impact. The Cattail Marsh community is within the BSA. Project activities,
including culvert extension, culvert relocation, irrigation facility relocation, grading, paving,
staging, and construction access would result in approximately 0.02 acre of temporary impacts
on this community (see Figure 3.5-5), which overlaps with impacts on potential CDFW
jurisdiction. Additionally, construction activities could result in the production of dust, which could
travel onto adjacent areas and result in indirect impacts on special-status natural communities.
However, with implementation of measures BIO-7 and BIO-8, the project would result in a less
than significant impact related to riparian habitat or other sensitive natural communities, and no
mitigation is required. During operation of the project, Hueneme Road would not operate
substantially differently than the existing condition. Multi-modal transportation would be restricted
to the designated roadway corridor. Therefore, the project would result in a less than significant
impact on riparian habitat or other sensitive communities, and no mitigation is required.

(c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federal protected
wetlands including but not limited to marshes, vernal pools, and coastal areas) or any
State-protected jurisdictional areas not subject to regulation under Section 404 of the
CWA through direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Construction Impacts

Less than Significant Impact. Based on survey results, there are 11 drainages that may be
under jurisdiction of the RWQCB, and/or CDFW. In addition, there is one cat