
April 21, 2025 

Mrs. Maria Estrada 

Re:   Updated biological surveys for the GTS Cold Storage project located in Apple Valley, 
San Bernardino County, California.  #2025-82 BA 

Dear Mrs. Estrada: 

RCA Associates, Inc. conducted updated biological surveys on the GTS Cold Storage project 
referenced above on April 17, 2025, to determine if site conditions were similar to those observed 
during the initial surveys conducted in June of 2022 and November of 2023.  The survey was 
conducted as per the survey methodology required by California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) and U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) as summarized below.   

The 18.77-acre property is located northwest of the intersection of Navajo Rd. and Lafayette St. 
in the Town of Apple Valley, California (Township 6 North, Range 3 west, Sections 21, USGS 
Apple Valley North, California Quadrangle) (figures 1, 2 & 3).  The site supports a sparse creosote 
bush plant community (Larrea tridentata).  Other plants observed included one western Joshua 
tree (Yucca brevifolia), white bursage (Ambrosia dumosa), and rubber rabbitbrush (Ericameria 
nauseosa) (figure 3). 

Methodologies 

In addition to evaluating the baseline conditions compared to the original surveys, habitat 
assessments were also conducted for the desert tortoise (Gopherus agassizzii) and burrowing owl 
(Athene cunicularia).  Surveys were conducted on April 17, 2025, and 10-meter parallel transects 
were walked in an east-west direction throughout the property to ensure 100-percent coverage of 
the site.  Surveys were also conducted in the surrounding area (i.e., Zone of Influence) out to a 
distance of about 500 feet to identify and sign of desert tortoises or burrowing owls outside the 
boundaries of the property.  All transects were walked at a pace that allow careful observations 
along the transect routes and in the immediate vicinity.  Data was recorded regarding native plant 
assemblages, wildlife signs, and existing impacts on the plant and animal communities.  
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All transects were walked at a pace that allowed careful observations along the transect routes and 
in the immediate vicinity.  Field notes were recorded regarding native plant assemblages, wildlife 
signs, and human affects in order to determine the presence or absence of suitable tortoise and owl 
habitat.  Surveys were performed on the site from about 0830 to about 0930 hours. Habitat 
assessments and identification of the habitat on the site and in the surrounding area will provide 
data on the potential presence or absence of desert tortoises and burrowing owls.  Temperatures 
during the survey were in the mid 50’s to low 60’s (˚F), wind speeds of about 10 to 15 mph, and 
45% cloud cover.  No precipitation was recorded during the survey. 
 
Results 
 
The site conditions were very similar to those which were initially documented in June of 
2022 and November of 2023 and have not changed significantly over the last few years.  No 
desert tortoises or tortoise sign (scats, burrows, carcasses were observed on the site or in the 
surrounding.  Furthermore, no burrowing owls or owl sign (castings, burrows, whitewash, 
etc.) were identified during the field investigations. 
 
No additional surveys or mitigations are recommended at this time; however, pre-construction 
surveys for burrowing owls may be required by CDFW 30 days prior to the start of any ground 
disturbance activities.  In addition, the results present in this letter regarding the desert tortoise are 
valid for 1 year.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns at (760) 596-0017. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

    
 
Ryan D. Hunter 
President and Senior Biologist,   
RCA Associates, Inc. 
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FIGURE 3: PHOTOGRAPHS OF SITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER OF SITE LOOKING NORTH 

CENTER OF SITE LOOKING EAST 



FIGURE 3, cont: PHOTOGRAPHS OF SITE 

 

 

CENTER OF SITE LOOKING SOUTH 

CENTER OF SITE LOOKING WEST 




