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Objective: I am to assess the trees with trunks four inches in diameter or greater 

at the site where the lot boundaries and were confirmed with Development 

Manager Alec Chasman. 

 

Recommendations:  

-Adequate fencing to be installed and signage posted to keep residents out of all 

sides of the riparian wash area. 

 

-Any work is to be done by the latest ANSI specifications (American National 

Society Standard Institute).  

-Dig Alert to be notified on any digging to be done such as removing tree trunks.  

-Remove soil that is on the root ball and debris. 

 

-Arborist to review the agricultural soil test and make a Soil Management 

recommendation. 

 

-New landscape over five hundred square feet is to abide by the State required 

Model Water Efficiency Landscape Ordinance. 

 

-A water audit is required after a new landscape over five hundred square feet. 

 

-Any trees to be kept are to have Tree Protection zones and maintained by a 

Certified Arborist. 

 

-Any trees to be kept are to have a yearly Hazard Assessment Inspection done by 

Certified TRAQ technician. 
 

Limitations:  

These recommendations do not constitute a complete risk assessment or 

warranty against continued decline or failure.  
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Comments: 

The current site plan avoids these existing trees and none of the 
trees identified are anticipated to be removed. 

The public is not to enter the riparian area as these trees are 
unstable due to erosion and poor limb and trunk structures. 

 

Western Cottonwood; Populus fremontii 

This tree requires a lot of water. 
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African Sumac; Rhus lancea 

This is a non-native tree that is drought tolerant 
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Most of the tree inventory consists of Goodding's willow; Salix 
gooddingii. These trees are stressed due to the lack of soil moisture 
and it requires a lot of water.  There was a lot of caterpillars eating 
the leaves of these trees. Caterpillars were seen crawling in the 
commercial building parking lot next to where I took this tree 
inventory. 
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Elderberry; Sambucus species. The species can be identified when 
the berries are present. 
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Tamarix; Tamarix species. This tree is listed as a fire hazard and invasive 
on the Murrieta Fire Rescue Wildland Urban Interface Undesirable 
Plants & Trees list. 
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INVENTORY MAP  
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TREE INVENTORY 

 

Tree inventory consists of the condition and structure rating from 0-5. 

5 No problem 

4 No apparent problems 

3 Minor problems 

2 Major problems 

0 or 1 Extreme problem(s). 

Factors are roots, trunk, scaffold branches, smaller branches and twigs, foliage and/or buds. 

Diameter of trunks are measured at breast height which is 4.5 feet. 

Condition and Structure letter grade ratings are: 

5= A, 4= B, 3=C, 2=, D, 1 and 0=F 
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GPS COORDINATES:  

           Latitude                                                 Longitude 
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Tree Protection Plan 

 

Quality Assurance 

Part 1 General 

A. Tree service Qualifications: 

1. Contractor shall have a qualified arborist on “The Project” site when 

grading within the dripline. 

2. Arborist Qualifications: 

Site Arborist: the Contractor shall utilize a registered Certified Arborist 

by the International Society of Arborist with a Bachelors Degree in 

Horticulture or equivalent to oversee all transplanting and 

trenching/tunneling near existing trees, oversee any pruning services 

required for existing and new trees. All site work shall be done under 

their review, in conformance with their recommendations. 

  Tree Protection zone needs to be maintained. 

B. Tree Pruning Standards: Comply with the latest National Arborist 

Association’s “Pruning Standards for Shade Trees” except where more 

stringent requirements are indicated. 

C. Pre-installation Conference: 

1. Before commencing tree protection and trimming, meet with 

representatives of authorities having jurisdiction, The Owner 

Representative, consultants, and other concerned entities,  

Review tree protection and trimming procedures and responsibilities.  

Notify participants at least five (5) working days prior to convening 

conference.  Record discussion and agreements and furnish a copy to 

each participant. 

 

Part 2 – A “Warning” sign is to be prominently displayed on each protective 

enclosure.  The sign will be a minimum of 8.5 inches x 11 inches laminated and 

clearly state the following: 
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Part 3 –Products 

Materials 

A.  Topsoil.  Any topsoil to be brought in is to be tested before coming on to 

the site by a soil laboratory to be determined by the Certified Arborist on 

site.  Matching soil composition and element make up will be considered 

for the Soil Scientists approval.  This is to make sure no toxic soil is 

brought on to the job site. 
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B.  Protective Fencing:  

 

Diagram A 

Plastic construction fencing (diagram A) is easily moved, deteriorates, or 

destroyed by construction activities and therefore not recommended and will be 

rejected.  A better method, often specified by municipalities, is the installation of 

chain link, wire mesh fence or wood fence (see Diagram b).  The fencing should 

ideally be 4 to 6 feet (1.2 to 1.8 m) tall or higher and solidly anchored into the 

ground.  In all cases, fencing should meet or exceed local ordinances.  Root 

systems from trees on adjacent properties may also need to be fenced on the 

construction site side. 
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Diagram B 

Each enclosure will have a laminated “Warning” sign placed at 10-foot 

intervals and clearly state the following: 

WARNING 

Tree Protection Zone 

This Fence Shall Not be Removed 

C. Wood Chip Mulch:  Any wood chip mulch to reduce compaction or for 

mulching is to be determined by Soil Scientist.  Size particles, 

flammability and source are to be called out by Soil Scientist.  Some 

mulch materials have caught on fire causing buildings to burn. 

 

D.  Sensors:  Sensors to be used to monitor moisture pre and post 

construction will be Granular Matrix Sensors by Irrometer Co. 

 

Part 4- Execution 

4.1 Preparation 

A. Temporary Protection:  Provide temporary fencing, barricades, or other 

suitable guards located outside the drip line (outer perimeter of branches) 

to protect remaining trees and other plants from damage 
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B. Protect tree root systems from damage due to noxious materials caused by 

run-off or spillage while mixing, placing or storing construction 

materials.  Protect root systems from flooding, eroding or excessive 

wetting caused by dewatering operations. 

C. Place wood chips mulch under drip line of all trees to remain.  Size and 

type of wood mulch is to be specified by Soil Scientist. 

D. Do not store construction materials, debris or excavated material within 

the drip line of remaining trees. 

E. Do not permit vehicles or foot traffic within drip line, and prevent soil 

compaction over root systems.  Temporary steel traffic plates may be 

employed. 

F. Do not allow fires under or adjacent to remaining trees or plants. 

 

4.2 EXCAVATION 

A. Install shoring or other protective support systems to minimize sloping or 

benching of excavations. 

B.  Excavation within the drip line of existing trees to remain shall be 

prohibited without the approval of the Arborist. If approved, proceed as 

described below. 

C.  Where excavation for new construction is required within tree drip lines, 

hand excavate to minimize damage to root systems. Use Air or water 

spades to expose roots. 

1. Relocate roots in backfill areas wherever possible. If encountering 

large, main lateral roots, expose beyond excavation limits as required 

to bend and relocate roots without breaking. If encountered 

immediately adjacent to location of new construction and relocation is 

not practical, cut roots approximately 3 inch back from new 

construction. 

2. Do not allow exposed roots to dry out before placing permanent 

backfill. Use native soil and wrap with burlap. Water and maintain in 

a moist condition and temporarily support and protect roots from 

damage until they are permanently relocated and covered with native 

site soil. 
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D. Where utility trenches are required within tree drip lines, tunnel under or 

around the roots by drilling, auger boring, pipe jacking, or digging by 

hand. 

1.  Review: The Owner Representative shall review all proposed work 

within root area prior to execution of the work. 

2.  Root Pruning: Do not cut main lateral roots or tap roots; cut only 

smaller roots that interfere with installation of new work. Cut roots 

with sharp pruning instruments; do not leave jagged cuts. 

 

 

4.3 REGRADING 

A. Approval: Maintain the natural existing grade around all trees, within the 

drip line area, unless indicated otherwise. Cut and fill shall be accomplished 

only upon the authority of the Arborist or Owner Representative. If 

approved, proceed as described below. 

B. Grade Lowering: 

1. Where new finish grade must be set below existing grade around 

trees, slope grade away from trees as recommended by Arborist. 

Maintain existing grades within tree drip line. 

2. Root Pruning: Prune tree roots exposed during grade lowering. Do not 

cut main lateral roots or tap roots; cut only smaller roots. Cut roots 

with sharp pruning instruments; do not leave jagged edges. 

 

 

 4.4 TREE CANOPY ALTERATION 

A. Approval: Unauthorized pruning of trees on the job site is prohibited. 

Pruning shall be accomplished only upon the authority of the Arborist. 

 

B. Prune remaining trees affected by temporary and new construction. Prune 

remaining trees to compensate for root loss caused by damaging or cutting 

root system. Provide subsequent maintenance during the Contract period as 

recommended by arborist. 



21 
 

C. Pruning Standards: Prune trees according to the ISA pruning guidelines, the 

latest ANSI pruning standards, and the National Arborist Association's 

"Pruning Standards for Shade Trees." 

1. Class I: -Fine Pruning, 

2. Class II: Standard pruning. 

3. Class III: Hazard pruning. 

4. Class IV: Crown-reduction pruning. 

D. Cut branches with sharp pruning instruments; do not break or chop. 

E. Chip all branches removed from trees. Spread material where indicated or as 

directed by The Owner Representative. 
 

 

4.5 TREE REPAIR AND REPLACEMENT 

A. Damage Assessment: 

1. Damage to trees to remain shall be appraised using the “Guide to 

Plant Appraisal, 10th Edition.” Monetary fines will be assessed 

according to extent of damage. Severely damaged trees shall be 

replaced at no cost to the Owner Representative. 

2. The Arborist shall be sole arbiter of description of damage, assessor of 

fines and/or determination of replacement value. 

B. Repair: Promptly repair trees damaged by construction operations. 

C. Replacement: Remove and replace dead and damaged trees that the Arborist 

determines to be incapable of restoring to a normal growth pattern. 

1. Provide new trees of six (6)-inch caliper size and of a species selected 

by the Owner Representative when trees over six (6) inches in caliper, 

measured 12 inches above grade, are required to be replaced or 48” 

box trees if approved by the Arborist. 

 

 

4.6 DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIALS 

A. Burning: Burning is not permitted on the Owner’s property. 

B. Dumping of paint and other building materials such as concrete is not 

permitted on the Owner’s property. 
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MODEL WATER EFFICIENCY LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE 

 

THE MODEL WATER EFFICIENCY LANDSCAPE ORDINANCE IS A STATE 

MANDATORY ORDINANCE IN EFFECT FROM 1996 TO INCLUDE 

RESIDENTIAL OR COMMERCIAL LANDSCAPES 500 SQUARE FEET OR 

MORE. THIS IS TO PROVIDE A DROUGHT TOLERANT AND FIRE SAFE 

LANDSCAPE. 
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AVOID LANDSCAPES THAT ENCOURAGE FIRES 

 

MALIBU FIRE 1993 

Although some of these Eucalyptuses seem to be eligible to keep, you 

may want to consider on removing these Eucalyptuses due to the high 

fuel content in them.  There were loud explosions heard due to 

Eucalyptus blowing up in this Malibu fire. 

After the great Malibu fire, in 1996 the Model Water Efficiency 

Landscape Ordinance was made.  This ordinance is a State Mandated 

Ordinance for any new landscapes over 500 square feet to use 

drought tolerant plants and plants that have low fuel content so they 

do not burn readily.  
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Australia Fire 2019/2020 

A lot of Australia’s forests were burning in this fire.  See the 

Eucalyptus trees in the picture above. Eucalyptus trees are considered 

flammable dead or alive. 
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RAINWATER ONLY SEMINAR 

 

 

I have attended this seminar on January 2016 that is available 
for you to watch on Youtube and have made my own style of 
“Rainwater only” at my home and rental homes with no 
supplemental irrigation.  If 51 percent of our water is used in 
the landscape and we go “Rainwater only” we will be in good 
shape. 

 

 

 



26 
 

 

Rainwater Only Concept 

-At my own residence in 2017 I have achieved “Rainwater only” on my 

greenbelt replacing my grass lawn with lush Lippia nodiflora ground 

cover and changing my dead soil into living soil.  This allows roots to 

grow deep and becoming drought tolerant.  

The greenbelt is on one hydrozone which is a separate water valve 

from the rest of the landscape. 

  

 

-The process of using irrigation to water landscapes involves energy to 

pump water therefore releasing emissions in the air. 

-You do not have to have a cactus/succulent landscape as we have 

many colorful lush drought tolerant flowering plants to choose from. 

 -The best products I have found to achieve living healthy soil is from 

Green As It Gets Products, Greenasitgets.com. 
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“Rain Water Only” for four years (from 2018). Soil was treated with 

GardenMax and GroundBreaker and irrigated for one year.  Torrance, 

California.  Plant selection are chosen by regions. No supplemental 

irrigation is needed. Home Page - Water Use Classification of Landscape Species (WUCOLS IV) 

(ucanr.edu) 

 

https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
https://ucanr.edu/sites/WUCOLS/
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