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MANAGEMENT SUMMARY 

LSA was retained by Rich Development Company to conduct a cultural resources assessment for the 
proposed Victorville Commercial Project in the City of Victorville (City), San Bernardino County, 
California. The City required this study as part of the environmental review process to comply with 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

A cultural resources records search, additional research, a Sacred Lands File search and a field survey 
were conducted for the project area. No cultural resources have been previously documented within 
or adjacent to the project area and the closest prehistoric resource to the study area is more than ¾ 
of a mile away. Therefore, the sensitivity of the project area for undocumented cultural resources is 
low and no further cultural resource studies or monitoring are recommended. 

In the event buried cultural materials are encountered during earthmoving operations associated with 
the project, all work in that area should be halted or diverted until a qualified archaeologist can 
evaluate the nature and significance of the finds. 

In the event human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states 
that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin 
and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The County Coroner must be 
notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the County 
Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which will determine and notify 
a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the landowner or his/her authorized 
representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The MLD shall complete the inspection 
within 48 hours of notification by the NAHC. The MLD will have the opportunity to offer 
recommendations for the disposition of the remains. 
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INTRODUCTION 

LSA was retained by Rich Development Company to conduct a cultural resources assessment for the 
proposed Victorville Commercial Project in the City of Victorville, San Bernardino County, California. 
This assessment was completed pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public 
Resources Code Chapter 2.6, Section 21083.2, and California Code of Regulations Title 14, Chapter 3, 
Article 5, Section 15064.5. The research and field survey were conducted to determine whether the 
proposed project could adversely affect any resources considered historical resources per CEQA. 

The project is bounded by residential and commercial development to the north and east and vacant 
land to the south and west. The project is depicted on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) 
Adelanto, California topographic quadrangle map in Section 22, Township 4 North, Range 5 West, San 
Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (USGS 1993; Figure 1). The project area is two parcels (Assessor’s 
Parcel Numbers 310356111 and 310356112) totaling approximately 5.5 acres, which are currently 
vacant. The proposed project is a commercial center and associated parking. 
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Figure 1: Regional and Project Location 
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SETTING 

NATURAL SETTING 

Climate and Watershed 

The project region is characterized by an arid climate, with dry, hot summers and moderate winters. 
Rainfall ranges from 5 to 8 inches annually (Beck and Haase 1974). Precipitation usually occurs in the 
form of winter rain, with warm monsoonal showers in summer. The project area is located 
approximately 7 miles west of the Mojave River, which drains south. 

Biology 

At an average elevation of approximately 3,110 feet, the project is within the Lower Sonoran Life Zone 
of California (Schoenherr 1992), which ranges from below sea level to 3,500 feet in elevation. The 
Creosote Desert Scrub plants observed included creosote, Joshua tree, and sparse xeric grass. 
Extensive fauna are known locally, including many endemic species of reptiles, birds, and insects. 

Geology 

The project is located in the Mojave Desert Geomorphic Province, which forms an elevated alluvial 
plain with large expanses of desert punctuated by isolated mountain ranges (California Geological 
Survey 2002; Norris and Webb 1976). This province is located on a wedge-shaped fault block bounded 
by the San Andreas Fault Zone and Transverse Ranges to the southwest and the Garlock Fault Zone 
and Tehachapi Mountains to the north (California Geological Survey 2002; Norris and Webb 1976). 
The geology of this province is similar to that of the Sierra Nevada, with numerous rock outcroppings 
useful to the Native Americans for resource milling, shelter, and ceremonial art. 

CULTURAL SETTING 

Prehistory 

Chronologies of prehistoric cultural change in Southern California have been attempted numerous 
times, and several are reviewed in Moratto (1984). No single description is universally accepted as the 
various chronologies are based primarily on material developments identified by researchers familiar 
with sites in a particular region and variation exists essentially due to the differences in those items 
found at the sites. Small differences occur over time and space, which combine to form patterns that 
are variously interpreted. 

Currently, two primary regional culture chronology syntheses are commonly referenced in the 
archaeological literature. The first, Wallace (1955), describes four cultural horizons or time periods: 
Horizon I – Early Man (9000–6000 BC), Horizon II – Milling Stone Assemblages (6000–3000 BC), 
Horizon III – Intermediate Cultures (3000 BC–AD 500), and Horizon IV – Late Prehistoric Cultures (AD 
500–historic contact). This chronology was refined (Wallace 1978) using absolute chronological dates 
obtained after 1955. 

The second cultural chronology (Warren 1968) is based broadly on Southern California prehistoric 
cultures and was also revised (Warren 1984; Warren and Crabtree 1986). Warren’s (1984) chronology 
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includes five periods in prehistory: Lake Mojave (7000–5000 BC), Pinto (5000–2000 BC), Gypsum 
(2000 BC–AD 500), Saratoga Springs (AD 500–1200), and Protohistoric (AD 1200–historic contact). 
Changes in settlement pattern and subsistence focus are viewed as cultural adaptations to a changing 
environment, which begins with gradual environmental warming in the late Pleistocene, continues 
with the desiccation of the desert lakes, followed by a brief return to pluvial conditions, and concludes 
with a general warming and drying trend, with periodic reversals that continue to the present (Warren 
and Crabtree 1986). 

Ethnography 

The project is located within the traditional cultural territory of the Serrano (Bean and Smith 1978; 
Kroeber 1925). Tribal territories were somewhat fluid and changed over time. Like other Native 
American groups in Southern California, they were semi-nomadic hunter-gatherers who subsisted by 
exploitation of seasonably available plant and animal resources. The first written accounts of Native 
American groups in Southern California were by Spanish missionaries in the late 18th century. Later 
documentation of the Serrano was by Benedict (1924), Bright (1975), Strong (1929), and many others. 

Serrano 

The Serrano lived in the area generally north of Cahuilla territory (western Riverside County), 
occupying much of present-day San Bernardino County and northeastern Los Angeles County, but 
there is some overlap in the perceived ancestral areas. The term Serrano is Spanish for “mountaineer” 
or “highlander” and was given to people who inhabited the areas of the San Bernardino Mountains 
that had no associated mission. 

The Serrano were hunter-gatherers who relied on the women to do much of the collecting while the 
men hunted and captured various animals. Although they exploited whatever flora was available in 
the area they happened to be, generally they collected acorns, pinion nuts, honey, mesquite, yucca, 
and cactus fruits, in addition to various seeds, bulbs, and roots. Plants were consumed both raw and 
cooked. Food processing involved the use of manos, metates, mortars, and pestles. Antelope, deer, 
mountain sheep, rabbits, and rodents were killed and captured, and the most common hunting 
implements were the bow and arrow, throwing stick, traps, snares, and deadfalls. Meat was prepared 
in earth ovens, by boiling in watertight baskets, or by parching (Bean and Smith 1978). 

Most of the Serrano lived in small villages near reliable sources of water (springs, perennial seeps, 
streams, and small lakes) (Benedict 1924). They lived in tule-covered, dome-shaped structures and 
had ceremonial houses and sweat houses for their religious activities. The basic settlement unit was 
a village with a number of small satellite resource-gathering camps. 

With the Spanish intrusion came a drastic change in lifestyle for the natives of Southern California. 
Incorporation of the indigenous populations into the mission system led to the disruption of native 
cultures and changes in subsistence and land use practices. Mission San Gabriel, established in 1771, 
probably had a limited effect on the Serrano population until the San Bernardino Asistencia were 
established in what would become Redlands around 1820 (Harley 1988). Within a short time, the 
missions controlled many ranchos where Indians lived and worked. 



C U L T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A S S E S S M E N T  
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 2 

V I C T O R V I L L E  C O M M E R C I A L  P R O J E C T   
V I C T O R V I L L E ,  C A L I F O R N I A   

 

R:\RDE2105\Cultural\Report\Vic Comm CRA.docx (01/19/22) 5 

History 

In California, the historic era is generally divided into three periods: the Spanish Period (1769–1821), 
the Mexican Period (1821–1848), and the American Period (1848–present). As the trace historic 
period refuse identified within the project area dates to the 20th century (see Results below), this 
historic context will focus on San Bernardino County and the local communities. 

San Bernardino County 

San Bernardino County was created in 1853 from portions of Los Angeles and San Diego Counties due 
to its mineral wealth. After the San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian were established that same 
year, the desert began to be surveyed in earnest. This facilitated homesteading and mining activities 
that led to the settlement of the Mojave. The need to transport lumber and supplies to the region 
resulted in the establishment of a road from the town of San Bernardino through the San Bernardino 
Mountains in the 1850s. The Oro Grande Mining District, consisting of Hesperia, Victor, and Oro 
Grande yielded gold, silver, gem stones, marble, and limestone (Sturm 1993). In 1883, the California 
Southern Railroad, later to be the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad (AT&SF), was built in the 
Cajon Pass (Sturm 1993). Agriculture ultimately replaced mining as the county’s economic base, with 
thousands of acres under cultivation by the beginning of World War I (McGroarty 1914). 

Victorville 

Victorville was established in 1885 as railroad station “Victor” one mile northwest of the narrows of 
the Mojave. Named for Jacob Nash Victor, a construction superintendent for the California Southern 
Railroad (Santa Fe Railroad), the town was laid out the following year (City of Victorville 2021). In 
1901, the name of the community was changed to Victorville. By the mid-1910s, the town included 
numerous public buildings, businesses, and two newspapers (McGroarty 1914). At this time, 
approximately 3,000 acres of local land were under cultivation (McGroarty 1914). Although mineral 
resources were the initial economic base of the community, this was gradually augmented and then 
supplanted by agricultural activities on fertile land surrounding the Mojave River, including poultry 
and cattle ranching as well as deciduous fruit, vegetable, and alfalfa farming (McGroarty 1914). Route 
66 was established in 1926, further connecting the town and California with the rest of the country. 
It remained the major highway through Victorville until the advent of Interstate 15 in the 1970s. 
During World War II, the Victorville Army Training Field was established, ultimately becoming George 
Air Force Base which served as an important Air Force facility through the end of the Cold War (City 
of Victorville 2021). The City of Victorville was incorporated in 1962. 

Adobe Corners 

This historically obscure place name appears on the 1957 USGS map at the junction of Highway 395 
and State Route 18/Palmdale Road (just to the west of the project area) at which time there were 
approximately six buildings (USGS 1957). There were two additional buildings by the end of the 1970s 
and further development would occur in the early 2000s (USGS 1980; NETRonline 2005). 
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METHODS 

RECORDS SEARCH 

On December 14, 2021, the cultural resources records search was conducted for the project area by 
the South Central Coastal Information Center (SCCIC) located at California State University, Fullerton. 
It included a review of all recorded historic and prehistoric archaeological sites within one mile of the 
project, as well as a review of known cultural resource survey and excavation reports. In addition, the 
California State Historic Property Data File (HPD), which includes the National Register of Historic 
Places (National Register), California Historical Landmarks (CHL), and California Points of Historical 
Interest (CPHI), was searched. 

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 

In November 2021, LSA Senior Archaeologist Riordan Goodwin, RA, conducted additional research, 
including review of historic period aerial photographs and maps. 

SACRED LANDS FILE SEARCH 

Pursuant to the City’s requirement, LSA requested a Sacred Lands File (SLF) search from the Native 
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on November 15, 2021. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD SURVEY 

On November 11, 2021, Mr. Goodwin completed an intensive pedestrian survey of the project parcel. 
The property was surveyed in systematic parallel transects spaced by approximately 10 meters 
(approximately 35 feet). Special attention was paid to areas of exposed soil for surface artifacts and 
features and rodent burrows for evidence of archaeosols. The purpose of this survey was to identify 
and document, prior to the beginning of ground-disturbing activities, any cultural resources and thus 
also to identify any area(s) that might be sensitive for buried cultural resources. 
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RESULTS 

RECORDS SEARCH 

Data from the SCCIC indicate there have been 37 cultural resource studies previously conducted 
within one mile of the proposed project, two of which include portions of the project area (Smothers 
1975; Everson 2016). Although no cultural resources are documented within the project parcels, 23 
have been recorded within one mile, including a prehistoric resource and a variety of historic period 
roads, foundations, water conveyance system, refuse scatters, and isolated artifacts (Table A). The 
nearest prehistoric resource (36-012045, see below) was documented approximately 1,340 meters 
(0.84 mile) southwest of the project area. The nearest historic resource (36-012465, see below) was 
documented approximately 200 meters (670) feet west of the project area. 

Table A: Resources Within One Mile of the Project Area with DPR Documentation 

Primary # Trinomial OHP # Site Description 
Status 
Code 

36-004019 SBR-004019H — Historic period refuse scatter  — 

36-004179 SBR-004179H — Historic period road alignment — 

36-006353 SBR-006353H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-006533 SBR-006533 — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-007746 SBR-007746H — Historic period water conveyance feature and refuse scatter — 

36-007750 SBR-007750H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-007751 SBR-007751H — Historic period road alignment — 

36-007994 SBR-007994H — Historic period foundations and refuse scatter — 

36-010315 SBR-010315H — Historic period power transmission line — 

36-010317 SBR-010317H — Historic period power transmission line — 

36-011999 SBR-011999H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-012045 SBR-012045H — Prehistoric lithic scatter — 

36-012046 SBR-012046H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-012465 SBR-012257H — 
Historic period foundations, possible water conveyance 
feature, refuse scatter 

 

36-021291 SBR-021291H — Temporally ambiguous stacked rock feature — 

36-026161 SBR-016613H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-026162 SBR-016614H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-026208 — — Isolated historic period can — 

36-029461 SBR-029461H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-029462 SBR-029462H — Historic period refuse scatter — 

36-061250 SBR-061250H 
— Historic period foundations, water conveyance feature, refuse 

scatter 
— 

36-061251 SBR-061251H — Historic period refuse scatter — 
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Table A: Resources Within One Mile of the Project Area with DPR Documentation 

Primary # Trinomial OHP # Site Description 
Status 
Code 

36-061252 SBR-0612512 — Isolated historic period can — 

ADDITIONAL RESEARCH 

Review of aerial photographs and maps indicates that there were never any buildings or structures 
within the project area during the historic period (prior to 1970) (NETRonline var.). 

SACRED LANDS FILE SEARCH 

The NAHC responded on December 28, 2021, with negative results and a list of tribes and individuals 
recommended for contact. This was forwarded to Ms. Simmons the same day. 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELD SURVEY 

Mr. Goodwin conducted the pedestrian survey of the entire project area. Visibility was good at 
approximately 95 percent with the surface partially obscured by vegetation. The project area has been 
subjected to surface disturbance from off-road vehicle activities. Trace historic period refuse along 
with sparse modern refuse was noted on the surface throughout the project parcel. The observed 
soils are silty alluvium in nature. No cultural resources were identified. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

A cultural resources records search, additional research, a Sacred Lands File search and a field survey 
were conducted for the project area. No cultural resources have been previously documented within 
or adjacent to the project area and the closest prehistoric resource to the study area is more than ¾ 
of a mile away. Therefore, the sensitivity of the project area for undocumented cultural resources is 
low and no further cultural resource studies or monitoring are recommended. 

In the event that archaeological materials are encountered during construction, all construction work 
should be halted and a qualified archaeologist consulted to determine the appropriate treatment of 
the discovery (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15064.5(f)). 

In the event human remains are encountered, State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 states 
that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a determination of origin 
and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The County Coroner must be 
notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native American, the County 
Coroner will notify the NAHC, which will determine and notify an MLD. With the permission of the 
landowner or his/her authorized representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The 
MLD shall complete the inspection within 48 hours of notification by the NAHC. The MLD will have 
the opportunity to offer recommendations for the disposition of the remains. 
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