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PROJECT TITLE: Clarke Annex Property Surplus

PROJECT APPLICANT: City of Eureka City Manager s Office

PROJECT LOCATION: E Street between 3rd Street and Opera Alley; APN 001-093-013

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The City of Eureka declared an approximately 3,145-square-foot parcel
containing the Clarke Historical Museum Annex (Clarke Annex; also known as Nealis Hall) as
surplus land under the California Surplus Land Act. The property was developed, and is currently
used, as an annex to the Clarke Historical Museum. The City has leased the property to the
Clarke Historical Museum for decades, but now wishes to transfer ownership and maintenance
responsibilities to the Clarke Historical Museum. The City is pursuing this surplus because the
City can no longer afford the maintenance costs associated with the property after reviewing the
Facility Master Plan that was recently completed. Public use of other City-owned facilities must
be prioritized within the City's financial capacity.

Pursuant to the Surplus Land Act, the City is required to first notice the availability of the land
for open space purposes, and notice must be sent to the State Resources Agency and to any city
or county park or recreation department and any regional park authority having jurisdiction
within the area in which the land is situated. If no one responds to the notice within 60 days of
sending, or if the City does not agree to a price and terms with an interested entity during a
subsequent 90-day, good-faith negotiation period, the City has the discretion to sell or lease to
an entity of the City s choosing. At that point, after the requirements of the Surplus Land Act
have been fulfilled, the City could dispose of the property to the Clarke Historical Museum for
the community benefit. Ultimately, it will be up to the City Council to negotiate the terms and

Reference: CCR, Title 14, (CEQA Guidelines) Section 15062
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determine what best serves the interest of the community. Since the City first put this matter on
the Planning Commission s agenda in March, City Staff have met with representatives of the
Clarke Historical Museum and the museum board has voted in favor of the City moving ahead
with the surplus process.

EXEMPTION FINDINGS: The sale of surplus property is a project pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). However, CEQA Guidelines § 15312 (Class 12 Categorical
Exemption) exempts the sale of surplus property. To be eligible for a Class 12 exemption in the
Coastal Zone, the property cannot have significant value for wildlife habitat or other
environmental purposes, and one or more of the following conditions must exist:

( 1 ) The property is of such size, shape, or inaccessibility that it is incapable of independent
development or use; or

(2) The property to be sold would qualify for an exemption under any other class of
categorical exemption in these guidelines; or

(3) The use of the property and adjacent property has not changed since the time of
purchase by the public agency.

The Clarke Annex parcel is located in the Coastal Zone, but is covered by the annex building and
therefore does not have significant value for wildlife habitat or other environmental purposes.
Also, any project on the property to be sold is likely to be exempt under a Class I exemption
(§ 15301 Existing Facilities), as operation, repair, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or
minor alteration of existing facilities (the Clarke Annex), involving negligible or no expansion of
use. And the use of the subject parcel and adjacent parcel to the south has been for museum
purposes since the time the City took ownership in the late 1970s. Therefore, the sale of the
property is exempt from CEQA pursuant to CEQA Guidelines § 15312.

The material supporting the above finding is on file with the City of Eureka s Development
Services - Planning. Copies of the documents related to the evaluation of this project are
available for review upon request at the City of Eureka, 531 K Street, Eureka, CA 95501.
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