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Dear Ms. Gutierrez:

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the
environmental review process for the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for the
City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan located near State Route 115 (SR-115). The
mission of Caltrans is fo provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves
all people and respects the environment. The Local Development Review (LDR)
Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our mission
and state planning priorities.

Safety is one of Caltrans’ strategic goals. Caltrans strives to make the year 2050
the first year without a single death or serious injury on California’s roads. We are
striving for more equitable outcomes for the transportation network’s diverse
users. To achieve these ambitious goals, we will pursue meaningful
collaboration with our partners. We encourage the implementation of new
technologies, innovations, and best practices that will enhance the safety on
the transportation network. These pursuits are both ambitious and urgent, and
their accomplishment involves a focused departure from the status quo as we
continue to institutionalize safety in all our work.

Caltrans is committed to prioritizing projects that are equitable and provide
meaningful benefits to historically underserved communities, to ultimately improve
transportation accessibility and quality of life for people in the communities we serve.

We look forward to working with the City of Calipatria in areas where the City and
Caltrans have joint jurisdiction to improve the transportation network and connections
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between various modes of travel, with the goal of improving the experience of those
who use the transportation system.

Caltrans has the following comments:
Transportation
MND Mitigation measures page 47:

TRANSP-1: Access East of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments east of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access
through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties
through the side streets (e.g. South Brown Avenue, Industrial Avenue,
Commercial Avenue, etc.). Timing/Implementation: Prior to and During
Construction/Project Contractor. Enforcement/Monitoring: City of Calipatria

TRANSP-2: Access West of Railroad

Unless the property is landlocked, all access from future developments west of
the railroad, within the Eastside Specific Plan, will not be allowed to access
through SR-115. Developers will be encouraged to establish access to properties
through the side streets such as South Imperial Avenue. Timing/Implementation:
Prior to and During Construction/Project Contractor Enforcement/Monitoring:
City of Calipatria

Please clarify the use of “all access from future developments”. Please clarify if this
referring to “all driveway access” or more general use of access, meaning vehicles
using the state route. Does “future developments” reference only “futfure
developments within the Eastside Specific Plan” or include future developments
outside the specific plan area?

Please modify all references to “all access” to state “all driveway access”. Please
modify “establish access” to “establish driveway access”.

Caltrans recommends that all future developments adjacent to SR-115 with impacts to
the state Right-of-Way (R/W) including transportation, hydraulic and pedestrian
impacts, are coordinated with the Caltrans LDR Branch.

System Planning

e FEastside Specific Plan
o VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Discussion
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e Mitigation Measure GGE-1: Greenhouse Gas Emission Reduction
Methods proposes a variety of ways that Greenhouse Gases can be
reduced. However, there is no mention of shifting to zero-emission
vehicles or implementing charging infrastructure. Executive Order N-

79-20 states that California is committed to 100 percent of new auto
sales to be zero-emission by 2035. Consider including language that
addresses this state goal.

o Xlll. Population and Housing Discussion

¢ The specific plan area is located within an identified environmental
justice community. The project area received a median score of 82
on the California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool:
CalEnviroScreen 4.0, indicating that the community experiences
several environmental justice challenges. To increase Environmental
Justice efforts, we suggest incorporating inclusive public outreach
and participation in the planning process to ensure these
communities have an opportunity to participate in the decision-
making that affects their environment. For additional guidance,
Caltrans has a Community Engagement Coordinator, Anna Strahan
Anna.Strahan@dot.ca.gov.

o XVI. Transportation/Traffic Discussion

e The plan uses the City of Calipatria General Plan Circulation
Element Level of Service (LOS) standards for various roadways
through the city. Senate Bill (SB) 743 requires lead agencies to assess
VMT impacts of projects. We recommend conducting a Vehicle
Miles Traveled (VMT) analysis and traffic study as the CEQA metric
for evaluating the proposed project’s significant transportation
impacts opposed to LOS. New development resulting from the
Specific Plan should provide a Vehicle Miles of Travel (VMT) based
Traffic Impact Study (TIS). Please use the Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research Guidance to identify VMT related impacts.!

e The project plan area is located less than 1,000 feet east from the
Union Pacific Railroad. Railroad preemption operation should be
reviewed for safety impacts. We also encourage considering
new/upgraded at-grade crossings and traffic signal fiming for
pedestrian movements as well as vehicles. Please coordinate with
the California Public Utilities Commission regarding any construction
or modification of public rail crossings near the project area.

e Several planning documents frequently utilized by the Caltrans System Planning
branch discuss the importance of transportation and connectivity, land use

! Cdlifornia Governor's Office of Planning and Research (OPR) 2018. "Technical Advisory on Evaluating
Transportation Impacts in CEQA." https://opr.ca.gov/docs/20190122-743 Technical Advisory.pdf
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planni

ng, and safety. The following documents provide further background on

state and regional planning in relation to this project.

O

e Count

Connect SoCal 2024 for comprehensive regional transportation planning
in Imperial County.
Climate Action Plan for Transportation Infrastructure (CAPTI) - CAPTI and
CAPTI 2.0 for California state recommendations to combat and adapt to
climate change while supporting public health, safety, and equity.
Cdlifornia Transportation Plan (CTP) 2050 for the transportation blueprint of
the future and Cdlifornia’s growing climate concerns.
Smart Mobility Framework 2010 for guidance on integrating fransportation
with land use.
Caltrans Active Transportation Plan 2022 for a comprehensive view of the
bicycle and pedestrian needs in each district.

e There are identified Location Based Needs in Calipatria. Please

review the District 11 Active Transportation Plan and Story Map.

Imperial County Regional Active Transportation Plan 2022 for proposed
active transportation improvements near the project area.
Imperial County Transportation Commission Long Range Transportation
Plan 2024 for reference and consistency.

e We recommend reviewing Appendix F: Project List for any relevant

projects in the area.

Imperial County Safe Routes to School Regional Master Plan 2016 for
transportation safety in relation to public schools in Imperial County.

¢ Please review the City of Calipatria section starting on page 112.
y of Imperial Draft Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan Update

@)

The County of Imperial is developing a Draft Airport Land Use
Compatibility Plan Update that will replace the June 1996 version. System
Planning recommends that the City of Calipatria Eastside Specific Plan
incorporates or mentions aspects of the Airport Land Use Compatibility
Plan once available.

e Draft Lithium Valley Specific Plan (LVSP)

@)

The project area is located less than 2,000 feet from the planned Lithium
Valley project area. Please consider the effects it may have on future
Eastside Specific Plan area developments.

Complete Streets and Mobility Network
Caltrans views all transportation improvements as opportunities to improve safety,

access, and

mobility for all travelers in California and recognizes bicycle, pedestrian,

and transit modes as integral elements of the transportation network. Caltrans
supports improved transit accommodation through the provision of Park and Ride
facilities, improved bicycle and pedestrian access and safety improvements, signal

prioritization

for transit, bus on shoulders, ramp improvements, or other enhancements
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that promotes a complete and integrated transportation network. Early coordination
with Caltrans, in locations that may affect both Caltrans and the City of Calipatria is
encouraged.

To reduce greenhouse gas emissions and achieve California’s Climate Change target,
Caltrans is implementing Complete Streets and Climate Change policies into State
Highway Operations and Protection Program (SHOPP) projects to meet multi-modal
mobility needs. Caltrans looks forward to working with the City to evaluate potential
Complete Streets projects.

Bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit access during construction is important.
Mitigation to maintain bicycle, pedestrian, and public transit access during
construction is in accordance with Caltrans’ goals and policies.

Please consider Class Il bicycles proposed routes on Main Street, Brown Avenue, East
Bonita Place, Freeman Street, and East Avenue as an opportunity for multimodal
integration to SR-115 in the future.

Land Use and Smart Growth

Caltrans recognizes there is a strong link between transportation and land use.
Development can have a significant impact on traffic and congestion on State
transportation facilities. In particular, the pattern of land use can affect both local
vehicle miles traveled and the number of trips. Caltrans supports collaboration with
local agencies to work towards a safe, functional, interconnected, multi-modal
transportation network integrated through applicable “smart growth” type land use
planning and policies.

Noise

The applicant must be informed that in accordance with 23 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 772, the Department of Transportation (Caltrans) is not responsible
for existing or future traffic noise impacts associated with the existing configuration of
SR-115.

Right-of-Way
Per Business and Profession Code 8771, perpetuation of survey monuments by a
licensed land surveyor is required, if they are being destroyed by any construction.

Any work performed within Caltrans’ R/W will require discretionary review and

approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required for any work
within the Caltrans’ R/W prior to construction.
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Additional information regarding encroachment permits may be obtained by visiting
the website at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-operations/ep. Projects with the
following:

e require a Caltrans Encroachment Permit
e have completed the Caltrans Local Development Review (LDR) process
e have an approved environmental document

need to have documents submitted for Quality Management Assessment Process
(QMAP) process via email to D11.QMAP.Permits@dot.ca.gov. Early coordination with
Caltrans is strongly advised for all encroachment permits.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Shannon Aston, LDR
Coordinator, at (619) 992-0628 or by e-mail sent to shannon.aston@dot.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
Kimberly D. Dodson
Kimberly Dodson

Branch Chief
Local Development Review
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