RESOLUTION NO. 22/23-040

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF THE
MOUNTAIN EMPIRE UNIFIED SCHOOL  DISTRICT
APPROVING THE RELATED CLOSURE OF PINE VALLEY
MIDDLE SCHOOL (PYMS) AND CAMP LOCKETT MIDDLE
SCHOOL (CLMS) AND TRANSFER OF STUDENTS TO
MOUNTAIN EMPIRE JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL (MEJHS)
EXEMPT FROM THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT AND APPROVING THE FILING OF A NOTICE
OF EXEMPTION

WHEREAS, the Mountain Empire Unified School District (“District”) owns and
operates Pine Valley Middle School, 7454 Pine Blvd, Pine Valley, CA (“PVMS”), and Camp
Lockett Middle School, 31360 Highway 94, Campo, CA (“CLMS”); and

WHEREAS, due to overcrowding, aging facilities, and to preserve district resources, the
District proposes to close PVMS and the CLMS schools and transfer students from PVMS and
CLMS to Mountain Empire Junior High School (MEJHS) (the “Project”); and

WHEREAS, the District conducted community forums on September 30, 2019, and
October 14, 2019 and has considered all input from stakeholders on the Project; and

WHEREAS, prior to commencement of the Project, the District must comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”); and

WHEREAS, categorical exemptions to CEQA are set forth in Article 19 of Title 14 of
the California Code of Regulations (“CEQA Guidelines™); and

WHEREAS, CEQA Guidelines Section 15314 sets forth an exemption from CEQA for
minor additions to existing schools within existing school grounds where the addition does not
increase original student capacity by more than 25%, or ten classrooms, whichever is less; and

WHEREAS, Public Resources Code sections 21080.18 sets forth an exemption from
CEQA for the closing of any public K-12 school or the transfer of students from that closed
public school to another school if the only physical changes involved are categorically exempt
under section 15314; and

WHEREAS, the Project will involve the closure of PVMS and CLMS and relocation of
students to MEJHS and no additional classrooms will be located or constructed upon MEJHS as
a result; and

WHEREAS, the District has considered whether the Project is subject to any of the
exceptions to exemption set forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2.; and

WHEREAS, the District has considered whether the Project may have a significant
effect on the environment; and

WHEREAS, the District has concluded, through its own independent review and
analysis of the Project, that the Project will not have a significant impact on the environment;
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NOW, THEREFORE, the Governing Board of the Mountain Empire Unified School
District hereby finds, determines, declares, orders and resolves as follows:

Section 1. That all of the recitals set forth above are true and correct, and the Board
so finds and determines.

Section 2. That the District has considered whether the Project may have a
significant effect on the environment.

Section 3. That the District has concluded, after reviewing the Project through its
own independent review and analysis, that the Project will not have a significant effect on the
environment.

Section 4. That the Project will not increase original student capacity at PVMS or
CLMS by more than 25% or ten classrooms.

Section 5. That the Project is subject to CEQA Guidelines Section 15314 and Public
Resources Code section 21080.18, and is therefore exempt from CEQA.

Section 6. That the Project is not subject to any of the exceptions to exemption set
forth in CEQA Guidelines Section 15300.2.

Section 7. That the District’s Superintendent, or the Superintendent’s designee, is
instructed to file a Notice of Exemption from the California Environmental Quality Act,
consistent with this Resolution, attached hereto as Exhibit “A,” with any and all appropriate
public agencies or entities, subject only to minor, non-substantive revisions, if necessary.

Section 8. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

APPROVED, PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Governing Board of the Mountain
Empire Unified School District on the 13th day of June 2023, by the following vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSTENTIONS: '
ABS s = /
/
Attested to: { /1L

£
Clerk of the Govgrnifig/Board of the
Mountain Empire Unified/School District
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EXHIBIT “A”

NOTICE OF EXEMPTION
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NOTICE OF EXEMPTION

TO: Office of Planning and Research FROM:
P.O. Box 3044,
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 MOUNTAIN EMPIRE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT
Sacramento, CA 95814 3291 Buckman Springs Road

Pine Valley, CA
(X San Diego County Clerk
1600 Pacific Hwy #260
San Diego, CA 92101

Project Title: CLOSURE OF CAMP LOCKETT AND PINE VALLEY MIDDLE SCHOOLS AND
RECONFIGURATION OF SCHOOL ATTENDANCE BOUNDARIES

Project Location - Specific:

Mountain Empire Junior High School

3305 Buckman Springs Road

Pine Valley, CA 91962

Project Location - City: Pine Valley Project Location - County:  San Diego

Description of Project:

The project includes the closure of Pine Valley Middle School and Camp Lockett Middle School. Current Pine

Valley Middle School and Camp Lockett Middle School students will be relocated to Mountain Empire Junior High
School

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: Mountain Empire Unified School District

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: ~ Mountain Empire Unified School District

Exempt Status: (check one)

G Ministerial (Sec. 21080(a)(1); 15268(b));
G Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a));
G Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c));
Categorical Exemption. State Type and section number:
15314 [Minor addition to school].
x] Statutory Exemptions. State Code number: Public Resources Code section 21080.18 [School closure]

Reasons why project is exempt:

The school closure and consequent attendance reconfiguration of the subject schools will not increase the
original student capacity of any of the subject schoals by more than 25% or 10 classrooms. The project is not
subject to any of the exceptions to exemption set forth in CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2.

Lead Agency Contact Person:  Dr. Patrick Keeley, Superintendent
Area Code/Telephone/Ext.: (619)473-9022

If filed by applicant:

1. Attach certified document of exemption finding.

Z/Tl'aq a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? Yes G No
Signaturd: Date: _e"/ / 5/ 2023 Title: Superintendent

Signed by Lead Agency Date received for filing at OPR: G Signed by Applicant
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