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§

A-1
A-1-1
A-2
AB
ABAU
ACL
ACS
A-D
ADA
ADT
AERMOD
AFY
AIA
AIRFA
ALUC
ALUCP
amsl
ANFO
ANSI
A-P
A-P
APN
APSA
ATF
ATP
AQIA
AQMP
AST

B
BAAQMD
BACT

bgs

BMP

Definition

Section

Light Agriculture

Light Agriculture, Minimum 1-acre Lot Size
Heavy Agriculture

Assembly Bill

Adjusted Business As Usual

Applied Ceramic Label

American Community Survey
Agriculture-Dairy

Americans with Disabilities Act

average daily traffic

American Meteorological Society/EPA Regulatory Model

acre-feet/year

Airport Influence Area

American Indian Religious Freedom Act
Airport Land Use Commissions

Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan
above mean sea level

ammonium nitrate mixed with fuel oil
American National Standards Institute
Light Agriculture with Poultry
Alquist-Priolo

Asssessor Parcel Number

Aboveground Petroleum Storage Act
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives
Active Transportation Plan

Air Quality Impact Assessment

Air Quality Management Plan
Aboveground Storage Tank

Basin

Bay Area Air Quality Management District
Best Available Control Technology

below ground surface

Best Management Practice
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C&D

(/A

CAA
CAAQS
CadnaA
CAL FIRE
Cal OES
Cal-OSHA
CalARP

CalEEMod

CalEPA
CalGEM
CalGreen
Caltrans
Calveno
CAP
CAPCOA
CAPSSA
CARB
CBSC
CCAA
CCAEJ
CCR
CCRUS
CD
CD-CR
CD-LI
CDC
CDE
CDFA
CDFW
CDP
CEQA
CERCLA
CESA
CFC
CFGC

Definition

Construction and Demolition

Citrus/Vineyard

Clean Air Act

California Ambient Air Quality Standards

Computer Aided Noise Abatement

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
Governor's Office of Emergency Services

California Division of Occupational Safety and Health
California Accidental Release Prevention

California Emissions Estimator Model

California Environmental Protection Agency
California Geological Energy Management Division
California Green Building Standards Code

California Department of Transportation

California Vehicle Noise

Climate Action Plan

California Air Pollution Control Officers Association
Criteria Area Plant Species Survey Area

California Air Resources Board

California Building Standards Code

California Clean Air Act

Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice
California Code of Regulations

Carbon Capture, Removal, Utilization, and Storage
Consistency Determination

Community Development — Commercial Retail
Community Development — Light Industrial
California Department of Conservation

California Department of Education

California Department of Food and Agriculture
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Census Designated Place

California Environmental Quality Act
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
California Endangered Species Act
chlorofluorocarbon

California Fish and Game Code
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Acronym Definition
CFR Code of Federal Regulations
cfs cubic feet per second
CGC California Government Code
CHa4 methane
CIWMP Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan
CLCA California Land Conservation Act
CLOMR Conditional Letter of Map Revision
CMP Congestion Management Program
CMUTD California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices
CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database
CNEL Community Noise Equivalent Level
CNPS California Native Plant Society
CNRA California Natural Resources Agency
CO carbon monoxide
COG Council of Governments
COP Community Oriented Policing
COPPS Community Oriented and Policing Problem Solving
CPUC California Public Utilities Commision
CRA Colorado River Aqueduct
CRA Cultural Resources Analysis
CREC Controlled Recognized Environmental Condition
CRMP Cultural Resource Monitoring Program
CRPR California Rare Plant Rank
CSA Community Service Area
CSSA California Species of Special Concern
CTC California Transportation Commission
CTR California Toxics Rules
CTR Commute Trip Reduction
CUPA California Unified Program Agency
CVAG Coachella Valley Association of Governments
CvCC Coachella Valley Conservation Commission
CVMSHCP Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan
CVSIP Coachella Valley PMio State Implementation Plan
CVWD Coachella Valley Water District
CWA Clean Water Act
cy cubic yards
Ccz Change of Zone
Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799

Page xvii



.. Cajalco Commerce Center
B[ | Environmental Impact Report Table of Contents

ACRONYMS, ABBREVIATIONS, AND UNITS OF MEASURE

Acronym Definition
D Urban and Built-Up Land
dB Decibel
dBA A-weighted Decibel
DBESPD Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation
DEH Department of Environmental Health
d.g. decomposed granite
DIF Development Impact Fee
DMA Drainage Management Area
DOE Department of Energy
DOE Determination of Eligibility
DOSH Division of Occupational Safety and Health
DPM diesel particulate matter
DPR Department of Parks and Recreation
DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control
du/ac dwelling units per acre
DWA Desert Water Agency
EA Energy Analysis
EA Environmental Assessment
EAC Existing plus Ambient Growth plus Cumulative
EI Expansion Index
EIA Energy Information Administration
EIC Eastern Information Center
EIR Environmental Impact Report
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
EJ Environmental Justice
EMFAC EMission FACtor Model
EMWD Eastern Municipal Water District
EO Executive Order
EPA Environmental Protection Agency
EPCRA Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act
ERIS Environmental Risk Information Services
ESA Endangered Species Act
ESA Environmental Site Assessment
ESFR Early Suppression Fast Response
ETC Employee Transportation Coordinator
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Acronym Definition
EV Electric Vehicle
FAA Federal Aviation Administration
FAR Floor Area Ratio
FE federally endangered
FEHA Fair Employment and Housing Act
FEIR Final Environmental Impact Report
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency
FESA Federal Endangered Species Act
FHSZ Fire Hazard Severity Zone
FHWA Federal Highway Administration
FICON Federal Interagency Committee on Noise
FIMA Federal Insurance and Mitigation Administration
FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map
FMMP Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program
FT federally fthreatened
FTA Federal Transit Administration
FYI For Your Information
G Grazing Land
g/VMT grams per vehicle miles traveled
g/idle-hr grams per idle-hour
GBN Ground-Based Noise
GBV Ground-Based Vibration
GCC Global Climate Change
GHG greenhouse gas
GHGA Greenhouse Gas Analysis
GIS Geographic Information Systems
GLO General Land Office
GPA General Plan Amendment
gpd gallons per day
GRH Guaranteed Ride Home
GSA Groundwater Sustainability Agency
GSP Groundwater Sustainability Plan
GVWR gross vehicle weight rating
GWh gigawatt hour
GWP Global Warming Potential
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Acronym Definition
HANS Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy
HBW Home-Based Work
HCA Housing Crisis Act
HCD Housing and Community Development
HCP Habitat Conservation Plan
HDR High Density Residential
HDT Heavy Heavy-Duty Trucks
HFC hydrofluorocarbon
HI Hazard Index
HMBEP Hazardous Materials Business Emergency Plan
HMIS Hazardous Materials Inventory Statements
HMMP Hazardous Materials Management Plan
HMTA Hazardous Materials Transportation Act
HMTUSA Hazardous Materials Transportation Uniform Safety Act
HRA Health Risk Assessment
HREC Historical Recognized Environmental Site Condition
HSC Health and Safety Code
HSWA Hazardous and Solid Waste Amendments
HU Hydrologic Unit
HWCL Hazardous Waste Control Law
I Interstate
I-P Industrial Park
IA Implementing Agreement
ICAO International Civil Aviation Organization
IEPR Integrative Energy Policy Report
1)) Imperial Irrigation District
in/hr inches per hour
in/sec inches per second
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
ISO Independent Service Operator
ISO International Organization for Standardization
ISTEA Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act
ITE Institute of Transportation Engineers
ITIP Interregional Transportation Improvement Plan
ITP incidental take permits
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Acronym
IWMA

JPA

Kwvt
kWh

L

L
LACM
LDA
LDT
Leq

LI

LID
Lmax
LOMR
LOS
LRA
LSA
LST
LTF
LTO
Lw

MBTA
MCL
MCY
MDR
MDAB
MDT
MEISC
MEIR
MEIW
mg/L
mgd
MHDR

Definition

Integrated Waste Management Act
Joint Powers Authority

Val Verde Tonalite
kilowatt hours

Farmland of Local Importance

Low Potential

Natural History Museum of Los Angeles
Light-Duty-Auto vehicles
Light-Duty-Trucks

equivalent continuous sound pressure level
Light Industrial

Low Impact Development

maximum noise level

Letter of Map Revision

Level of Service

Local Responsibility Area

Lake and Streambed Alteration
Localized Significance Threshold

Local Transportation Fund

Licensed Timber Operators

reference sound power level

Migratory Bird Treaty Act
Maximum Contaminant Level
motorcyle

Medium Density Residential
Mojave Desert Air Basin
Medium Heavy-Duty Trucks

Maximally Exposed Individual School Child

Maximally Exposed Individual Receptor
Maximally Exposed Individual Worker
milligrams per liter

million gallons per day

Medium-High Density Residential
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Acronym Definition
MHDT Medium Heavy-Duty Trucks
MICR maximum individual cancer risk
MM Mitigation Measures
MMRP Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program
MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization
M-SC Manufacturing - Service Commercial
MS4 Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System
MSHCP Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan
MVA megavolt-ampere
MVAP Mead Valley Area Plan
MW megawatt
MWD Metropolitan Water District of Southern California
MWELO Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAHC Native American Heritage Commission
NCCP Natural Community Conservation Planning
NDA No Development Alternative
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
NEPSSA Narrow Endemic Plant Species Survey Area
NESHAP National Emissions Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutant
NETR Nationwide Environmental Title Research
NFIP National Flood Insurance Program
NHL National Historic Landmark
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act
NIOSH National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health
NMFS National Marine Fisheries Service
NOP Notice of Preparation
NO2 nitrogen dioxide
NOx nitrogen oxides
NPA No Project (Existing General Plan) Alternative
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
NPPA Native Plant Protection Act
NPS Non-Point Source
NPS National Park Service
NRHP National Register of Historic Places
NTR National Toxics Rule
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Acronym Definition
NVA Noise and Vibration Analysis
NVIA Noise and Vibration Impact Assessment
NWwW Non-Wetland Water
02 oxygen
O3 Ozone
O.D. Outside Diameter
OAL Office of Administrative Law
ODC Ozone Depleting Compound
OEHHA Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
OHV off-highway vehicle
OIH Office of Industrial Hygiene
OPR Office of Planning and Research
OS-R Open Space - Recreation
OSFM Office of the State Fire Marshall
OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Act
P Prime Farmland
PA Program Agency
PA Production/Attraction
PA Public Address
Pb lead
PCB polychlorinated biphenyls
PCE Passenger Car Equivalent
PGAm modified Peak Ground Acceleration
PM Particulate Matter
pph persons per household
Ppm parts per million
PPT Plot Plan
PPV Peak Particle Velocity
PRC Public Resources Code
PRIMP Paleontological Resource Impact Mitigation Program
PRPA Paleontological Resources Preservation Act
PSIA Palm Springs International Airport
PSUSD Palm Springs Unified School District
PV photovoltaic
PVC polyvinyl chloride
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Acronym

Qal
Qs

R-1

R-A
RAMV
RBC
RC-VLDR
RCA
RCDEH
RCDWR
RCFD
RCFCWCD
RCNM
RCPG
RCPLS
RCRA
RCSD
REC
REMEL
RPF
RHNA
RMM
RMS
RNOW
ROG
ROW
RPA
RPS

RR
R-R-1/2
RTA
RTIP
RTP
RTP/SCS
RTPA

Definition

Quaternary-age alluvium
Quanternary-age dune sand

One-Family Dwellings

Residential - Agricultural

Rural Association of Mead Valley

Rocks Biological Consulting

Rural Community — Very Low Density Residential
Regional Conservation Authority

Riverside County Department of Environmental Health
Riverside County Department of Waste Resources
Riverside County Fire Department

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation Authority
Roadway Construction Noise Model

Regional Comprehensive Plan and Guide
Riverside County Public Library System

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act
Riverside County Sheriff's Department
Recognized Environmental Condition

Reference Energy Mean Emission Level
Registered Professional Forester

Regional Housing Needs Assessment

Riverside Municipal Museum

root mean square

Riverside Neighbors Opposing Warehouses
Reactive Organic Gas

Right-of-Way

Reduced Project Alternative

Renewables Portfolio Standard

Regulatory Requirements

Rural Residential, Minimum %:-Acre Lot Size
Riverside Transit Agency

Regional Transportation Improvement Plan
Regional Transportation Plan

Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy
Regional Transportation Planning Agency
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Acronym

RUWMP
RWQCB
RWRF

S

s.f.

SAA
SARA
SB

SBA
SBCM
SCAB
SCAG
SCAQMD
SCG
SCH
SCS
SDNHM
SE

SFP
SGMA
SHA
SHMA
SHPO
SHRC
SIC

SIP
SKR HCP
SM
SMARA
SNUR
SOz

SOx
SOC
SORE
SP

SP

Definition

Regional Urban Water Management Planning
Regional Water Quality Control Board
Regional Water Reclamation Facility

Farmland of Statewide Importance

square feet

Streambed Alteration Agreement

Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act
Senate Bill

Small Building Alternative

San Bernadino County Museum

South Coast Air Basin

Southern California Association of Governments
South Coast Air Quality Management District
Southern California Gas Company

State Clearinghouse

Sustainable Communities Strategy

San Diego Natural History Museum

State Endangered

School Facilities Program

Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
Safe Harbor Agreement

Seismic Hazards Mapping Act

State Historic Preservation Office

State Historic Resources Commission
Standard Industrial Classification Code

State Implementation Plan

Stephens’ kangaroo rat Habitat Conservation Plan
silty sand

Surface Mining and Reclamation Act
Significant New Use Rule

sulfur dioxide

sulfur oxides

Statement of Overriding Considerations

small off-road engine

gravelly sand

Service Population
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Acronym Definition
SR State Route
SRA Source Receptor Area
SRA State Responsibility Area
SSAB Salton Sea Air Basin
SSC Species of Special Concern
STA Sunline Transit Agency
STA State Transit Assistance
STIP Statewide Transportation Improvement Program
SWP State Water Project
SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
SWRCB Storm Water Resources Control Board
TA Traffic Analysis
TAC toxic air contaminant
TCR Tribal Cultural Resource
TDA Transportation Development Act
TDS total dissolved solid
TEA-21 Transportation Equity Act for the 21° Century
THP Timber Harvesting Plan
TIA Traffic Impact Analysis
tpd tons per day
TPM Tentative Parcel Map
TRU Transportation Refrigeration Unit
TSCA Toxic Substances Control Act
TUMF Transportation Uniform Mitigation Fee
U Unique Farmland
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
U.S. United States
USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers
USCB United States Census Bureau
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service
UST Underground Storage Tank
UWMP Urban Water Management Plan
VCP vitrified clay pipe
VdB Decibel notation
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Acronym Definition
VHFHSZ Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones
VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled
vVOC Volatile Organic Compound
vph vehicles per hour
VVUSD Val Verde Unified School District
W-2 Controlled Development Areas
WAIRE Warehouse Actions and Investments to Reduce Emissions
WCVAP Western Coachella Valley Area Plan
WDR Waste Discharge Requirement
WL Watch List
WMI Watershed Management Initiative
WPCO Warehouse Points Compliance Obligation
WQMP Water Quality Management Plan
WRP Water Reclamation Plant
WRP Water Recycling Plan
WSA Water Supply Assessment
WSC Western Science Center
X Other Land
ZEV zero-emission vehicle
ZORI Zones of Required Investigation
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S.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

S.1 INTRODUCTION

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000, et seq. requires
that before a public agency makes a decision to approve a project that could have one or more adverse effects
on the physical environment, the agency must inform itself about the project’s potential environmental impacts,
give the public an opportunity to comment on the environmental issues, and take feasible measures to avoid
or reduce potential harm to the physical environment.

This Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR), having California State Clearinghouse (SCH) No.
2023060799, was prepared in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Article 9, §§ 15120-15132 to evaluate the
potential environmental impacts associated with planning, constructing, and operating the proposed Project,
which herein consists of a Foundation Component General Plan Amendment (GPA No. 240005), Change of
Zone (CZ 2200062), Plot Plan (PPT 220050), and Tentative Parcel Map (TPM 38601), which are collectively
referred to herein as the “Project” or “proposed Project.” This EIR does not recommend approval or denial of
the proposed Project; rather, this EIR is a source of factual information regarding potential impacts that the
Project may cause to the physical environment. The Draft EIR will be available for public review for a
minimum period of 45 days. After consideration of public comment, the County of Riverside will consider
certifying the Final EIR and adopting required findings.

This Executive Summary complies with CEQA Guidelines Section 15123, “Summary.” This EIR includes a
description of the proposed Project and evaluates the physical environmental effects that could result from
Project implementation. The County of Riverside determined that the scope of this EIR should cover 21 subject
areas. The scope includes all of the subject areas listed in Appendix G to the CEQA Guidelines and in
consideration of public comment received by the County in response to this EIR’s Notice of Preparation (NOP)
and during a publicly-noticed Scoping Session, which occurred on July 24, 2023. The NOP, and written
comments received by the County in response to the NOP, are attached to this EIR as Technical Appendix A.
In consideration of public comment on the NOP, the 21 environmental subject areas that could be reasonably
and significantly affected by planning, constructing, and/or operating the proposed Project are analyzed herein,
including:

1. Aesthetics 12. Mineral Resources

2. Agriculture and Forestry Resources 13. Noise

3. Air Quality 14. Paleontological Resources

4. Biological Resources 15. Population and Housing

5. Cultural Resources 16. Public Services

6. Energy . 17. Recreation

7. Geology and Soils 18. Transportation

8. Greenhouse Gas Emissions . 19. Tribal Cultural Resources

9. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 20. Utilities and Service Systems

10. Hydrology and Water Quality

. 21. Wildfire
11. Land Use and Planning

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 203060799
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Refer to EIR Section 4.0, Environmental Analysis, for a full account and analysis of the subject matters listed
above. For each of the aforementioned subject areas, this EIR describes: 1) the physical conditions that existed
at the approximate time this EIR’s NOP was filed with the California State Clearinghouse (June 30, 2023); 2)
discloses the type and magnitude of potential environmental impacts resulting from Project planning,
construction, and operation; and 3) if warranted, recommends feasible mitigation measures that would reduce
or avoid significant adverse environmental impacts that the proposed Project may cause. A summary of the
proposed Project’s significant environmental impacts and the mitigation measures imposed by the County of
Riverside on the Project to lessen or avoid those impacts is included in this Executive Summary as Table S-1,
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. The County of Riverside applies mitigation measures that it
determines: 1) are feasible and practical for project applicants to implement; 2) are feasible and practical for
the County of Riverside to monitor and enforce; 3) are legal for the County to impose; 4) have an essential
nexus to the Project’s impacts; and 5) would result in a benefit to the physical environment. CEQA does not
require the Lead Agency to impose mitigation measures that are duplicative of mandatory regulatory
requirements.

This EIR also discusses alternatives to the proposed Project. Alternatives are described that would attain most

of the Project’s objectives while avoiding or substantially lessening the proposed Project’s significant adverse
environmental effects. A discussion of Project alternatives is found in Section 6.0, Alternatives.

S.2 PROJECT SYNOPSIS

S.2.1 LOCATION AND REGIONAL SETTING

The 64.97-acre Project site is located within the western portion of Riverside County. Figure 2-1, Regional
Map, in this document depicts the Project site’s location within the regional vicinity. As shown, Riverside
County abuts San Bernardino County to the north; Orange County to the west; and San Diego and Imperial
Counties to the south. As depicted in Figure 2-2, Vicinity Map, the Project site is within the Mead Valley Area
Plan (MVAP) of unincorporated Riverside County. More specifically, and as depicted in Figure 2-2, the Project
site comprises two noncontiguous properties, generally located at the southwest corner of Cajalco Road and
Seaton Avenue. Specifically, the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site are located south of Cajalco
Road, west of Seaton Avenue, east of Decker Road, and north of a Metropolitan Water District (MWD) fee-
owned property. The southern 14.93 gross acres of the Project site are located both east and west of Decker
Road, and south of the MWD fee-owned property. The Project site encompasses Assessor’s Parcel Numbers
(APNs) 317-080-(003 through 008, 013, 014, 019 through 023, and 027 through 029) and 317-090-(002
through 008).

S.2.2 PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The underlying purpose and goal of the proposed Project is to accomplish the development of underutilized
property in the unincorporated community of Mead Valley with a public park as well as an economically
viable, employment-generating use that supports various aspects of the SCAG’s 2020-2045 Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS; also referred to as “Connect SoCal”)
related to the facilitation of goods movement and the generation of local employment opportunities that can

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 203060799
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reduce the need for long commutes to and from work. The following objectives are intended to achieve these
underlying purposes:

A.

S.2.3

To serve the recreational needs of the local Mead Valley community by developing a public park that
includes a variety of amenities, such as play fields, hard surface sport courts, playground, and walking
paths.

To diversify the mix of uses in the Mead Valley community of Riverside County to support the growing
goods movement supply chain.

To develop supply chain uses in close proximity to designated truck routes and the State highway
system to avoid or shorten vehicular trip lengths on other roadways.

To expand economic development, facilitate job creation, and increase the tax base for Riverside
County by accommodating and diversifying facilities needed to support the goods movement supply
chain.

To develop a Class A light industrial building in the Mead Valley community of unincorporated
Riverside County that is designed to meet contemporary industry standards and be economically
competitive with similar industrial buildings in the local area and region.

To attract a new employment-generating business in unincorporated Riverside County, thereby
growing the economy and providing a more equal jobs-housing balance in the local area that will

reduce the need for members of the local workforce to commute outside the area for employment.

To diversify the economy of western unincorporated Riverside County by developing a large property
with employment-generating land uses with long-term economic viability.

To develop uses that have architectural design and operational characteristics that are compatible with
other existing and planned developments in the local area.

To develop a property that has access to available infrastructure, including roads and utilities.

PROJECT SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

The Project as evaluated herein consists of applications for a Foundation Component General Plan Amendment
(GPA No. 240005), Change of Zone (CZ 2200062), Plot Plan (PPT 220050), and Tentative Parcel Map No.
38601 (TPM 38601) to allow for future development of 64.97 gross acres with a 1,003,510 square-foot (s.f.)
warehouse building on 44.66 net acres and a public park on approximately 13.33 net acres, along with
approximately 6.98 acres of proposed right-of-way (ROW) dedications. The site proposed for development
with the warehouse building is located at the southwest corner of Seaton Avenue and Cajalco Road, between
Seaton Avenue to the east and Decker Road to the west, while the site proposed for the public park occurs both
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east and west of Decker Road, approximately 185 feet south of the proposed warehouse building site. There is
a MWD fee-owned parcel located between the two sites that is not a part of the Project site.

Under existing conditions, the Project site is occupied by 26 single-family homes and a commercial building.
As part of the Project, all of the existing dwelling units and commercial building would be demolished to
accommodate the proposed warehouse and park uses on site.

Access to the light industrial warehouse building site is proposed via two driveways connecting with Decker
Road (from north to south, Driveways 1 and 2) and three driveways connecting with Seaton Avenue (from
north to south, Driveways 3 through 5). Driveways 1 and 2 connecting with Decker Road, as well as Driveway
4 connecting with Seaton Avenue (i.e., the central driveway along Seaton Avenue), would be restricted to
passenger vehicles only. Driveways 3 and 5 connecting with Seaton Avenue (i.e., the northern and southern
driveways) would serve passenger vehicles, trucks, and tractor trailers. Vehicular access to the public park
site would be accommodated via driveways extending east and west from a proposed roundabout designed to
be placed near the southerly terminus of Decker Road.

Riverside County is the Lead Agency for the proposed Project, under whose authority this EIR has been
prepared. The Project Applicant is requesting the following governmental approvals from Riverside County to
allow for development of the Project (refer to Chapter 3.0, Project Description, for a complete description of
the Project’s construction and operational characteristics):

¢ Foundation Component General Plan Amendment (GPA No. 240005): Under existing conditions,
approximately 4.7 acres in the northeastern portion of the northern portion of the Project site are
designated by the Riverside County General Plan for “Community Development — Commercial Retail
(CD-CR)” land uses, while the remaining +/- 60.3 acres of the Project site are designated for “Rural
Community — Very Low Density Residential (RC-VLDR)” land uses. The Project Applicant is
proposing a Foundation Component General Plan Amendment to re-designate the northern 44.66 net
acres of the Project site to “Community Development — Light Industrial (CD-LI)” land uses, and to re-
designate the southern 13.33 net acres of the Project site for “Open Space — Recreation (OS-R)” land
uses. The CD-LI land use designation allows for a wide variety of industrial and related uses, including
assembly and light manufacturing, repair and other service facilities, warehousing, distribution centers,
and supporting retail uses, with building intensities ranging from 0.25 to 0.6 Floor Area Ratio (FAR).
The OS-R land use designation allows for active and passive recreational uses such as parks, trails,
campgrounds, athletic fields, golf courses, and off-road vehicle parks, along with ancillary structures
that may be permitted for recreational opportunities. The Project’s Foundation Component GPA would
be subject to the procedures outlined in the County’s General Plan Administrative Element, which
requires that Foundation Component General Plan Amendments only may occur during the County’s
eight-year General Plan Review Cycle, with the current General Plan Review Cycle opening for
application submittals in 2024.

e Change of Zone No. 2200062 (CZ 2200062): The Riverside County Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance
No. 348), which is part of the County’s Municipal Code, assigns a zoning classification to all properties
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in the County boundaries. All development within the County is required, by law, to comply with the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Under existing conditions, approximately 4.7 acres in the
northeast portion of the Project site are zoned for “Rural Residential, Minimum ’2-Acre Lot Sizes (R-
R-1/2),” while the remaining +/- 60.3 acres of the Project site are zoned for “Light Agriculture,
Minimum 1-acre Lot Sizes (A-1-1).” As part of CZ 2200062 the northern 44.66 net acres of the Project
site would be rezoned from “A-1-1" and “R-R-1/2" to “Industrial Park (I-P).” No changes are proposed
to the existing zoning classification assigned to the southern 13.33 net acres of the Project site, as the
existing “A-1-1” zoning classification for this portion of the Project site already allows for the proposed
public park use. The I-P zoning classification allows for a variety of industrial and manufacturing uses,
along with service and commercial uses and other specialized land uses that require the approval of a
conditional use permit, such as recycling processing facilities.

e Plot Plan No. 220050 (PPT 220050): The Project Applicant is proposing to develop approximately
44.66 net acres of the northern portions of the Project site with one light industrial warehouse building
with a total building area of 1,003,510 square feet, in addition to a public park proposed on
approximately 13.33 net acres. Section 10.1 of Riverside County Ordinance No. 348, which establishes
permitted uses within the I-P zone, allows for industrial uses with approval of an Industrial Park Plot
Plan. Accordingly, Plot Plan No. 220050 (PPT 220050) is proposed to allow for the development of
an industrial warehouse building and to allow for the future construction of a public park in the southern
portions of the site. Substantive components of PPT 220050 are discussed in Section 3.0, Project
Description.

o Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601): Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601) is
proposed to consolidate the existing parcels within the northern 50.04-gross-acres of the Project site
into a single parcel on 44.66 net acres, and to accommodate approximately 6.98 acres of public ROW
dedications along the site’s frontages with Cajalco Expressway, Seaton Avenue, and Decker Road.

S.3 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY AND ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED

CEQA Guidelines § 15123(b)(2) requires that areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency (Riverside
County) be identified in the Executive Summary. Substantive issues raised in response to the NOP are
summarized in Table 1-1 in EIR Section 1.0. The purpose of this table is to present the primary environmental
issues of concern raised by public agencies and the general public during the NOP review period. The table is
not intended to list every comment received by the County during the NOP review period. Regardless of
whether or not a comment is listed in the table, all applicable comments received in responses to the NOP are
addressed in this EIR. Based on comments received during the NOP review period, concerns were raised
regarding potential impacts to aesthetics, air quality (including localized air quality impacts), biological
resources, cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, land use, transportation, tribal cultural resources,
cumulative effects, potential impacts to/interference with the existing Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA), and
general concerns related to the Project’s proposed warehouse use. No other areas of controversy were identified
as part of the NOP process, beyond comments regarding the Project’s potential environmental effects.
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S.4 PROJECT ALTERNATIVES

S.4.1 No PROJECT NO ADDITIONAL DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVE

The No Project, No Additional Development Alternative (NADA) considers no development on the Project
site beyond what occurs on the site under existing conditions. Under this Alternative, the northern 50.04 gross
acres of the Project site would remain as undeveloped land, multiple large-lot single-family residential homes
with ancillary structures and outdoor storage, and a commercial structure (Craneology, Inc.). The southern
14.93 gross acres of the Project site would remain as a mixture of undeveloped land and multiple single-family
homes with a variety of ancillary structures and outdoor storage. No improvements to the fronting segments
of Cajalco Road, Seaton Avenue, or Decker Road would occur. No warehouse and no public park would be
developed as proposed under the Project evaluated in this EIR. This alternative was selected by the Lead
Agency to compare the environmental effects of the proposed Project with an alternative that would leave the
Project site in its existing condition. As discussed in EIR Section 7.0, Alternatives, implementation of the
NADA would completely avoid most of the Project’s potentially significant environmental impacts, with
exception of erosion hazards which would be increased under this alternative due to the lack of proposed
development and the presence of bare soils that lack vegetative cover to help prevent erosion.

S.4.2 NO PROJECT EXISTING ZONING ALTERNATIVE

The No Project Existing Zoning Alternative (EZA) assumes development of the Project site in accordance with
the site’s existing zoning designations. As previously depicted on EIR Figure 2-5, approximately 4.7 acres in
the northeastern portion of the Project site are designated by the Riverside County General Plan for
“Community Development — Commercial Retail (CD-CR)” but are zoned for “Rural Residential, Minimum
%2-Acre Lot Sizes (R-R-1/2).” Therefore, this area is assumed to be developed with nine, "2-acre residential
lots. The remaining approximately 60.3 acres of the Project site are zoned for “Light Agriculture (A-1-1).”
The A-1-1 zoning classification allows for one-family dwellings and limited agricultural uses, with minimum
one-acre lot sizes. Therefore, this area is assumed to be developed with 60 residential lots. This alternative was
selected by the Lead Agency to compare the environmental effects of the proposed Project with an alternative
that would result in developing the Project site consistent with its by-right development rights in accordance
with the property’s existing zoning designations.

S$.4.3 WAREHOUSE ONLY ALTERNATIVE

The Warehouse Only Alternative (WOA) considers development of the northerly 44.66 net acre portion of the
Project site with one light industrial warehouse building with a total building area of 1,003,510 square feet, as
proposed under the Project evaluated in this EIR. The Project’s proposed public park on approximately 13.33
net acres, south of the warehouse site would not be developed under this Alternative and that area would remain
in its existing condition, which contains a mixture of undeveloped land and multiple single-family homes with
a variety of ancillary structures and outdoor storage. In addition, under the WOA, there would be no extension
of Decker Road to the southern portions of the Project site, and improvements to this roadway only would
occur along the frontage with the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site.
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S.4.4 REDUCED PROJECT ALTERNATIVE

The Reduced Project Alternative (RPA) considers development of the northerly 44.66 net acre portion of the
Project site with a warehouse building that is 30% smaller than the warehouse proposed under the Project and
for analysis purposes is assumed to be 700,000 s.f. In addition, this Alternative considers developing a public
park as proposed under the Project, but only on the west side of Decker Road on approximately 4.19 net acres.
The remaining approximately 9.16 net acres to the east of Decker Road proposed for park uses as part of the
Project would not be developed under this Alternative and that area would remain in its existing condition,
which contains a mixture of undeveloped land and multiple single-family homes with a variety of ancillary
structures and outdoor storage.

S.4.5 SMALL PROJECT ALTERNATIVE (SPA)

The Small Project Alternative (SPA) considers implementation of the Project as proposed, but with a
warehouse building that is reduced in size such that it meets the definition of a “Small Project” as identified
by Riverside County’s, Transportation Analysis Guidelines for Level of Service and Vehicle Miles Traveled
(December 2020; herein, “County Guidelines”). Step 2 in the County Guidelines for analyzing potential
impacts due to Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) provides criteria for certain project types that may be presumed
to have a non-significant impact due to VMT. Figure 3 of the County Guidelines identifies seven general
categories that are presumed to have a less-than-significant impact due to VMT, including the “Small Project”
category, which the County Guidelines define as “...projects with low trip generation per existing CEQA
exemptions or based on the County Greenhouse Gas Emissions Screening Tables, result[ing] in [the emission
of less than or equal to the] 3,000 Metric Tons of Carbon Dioxide Equivalent (MTCOze) per year screening
level threshold.” The types of development identified as a “Small Project” by the County Guidelines include
warehouse (unrefrigerated) buildings with a total building area less than or equal to 208,000 s.f. Accordingly,
the SPA considers development of the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site with a proposed 208,000
s.f. unrefrigerated warehouse building. All other components of the SPA would be the same as the proposed
Project, including the proposed public park, infrastructure, and roadway improvements. This alternative was
selected by the Lead Agency in order to evaluate an alternative that would avoid the Project’s significant and
unavoidable impacts to transportation (i.e., due to Vehicle Miles Traveled [VMT]), which in turn also would
reduce the Project’s impacts due to air quality and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.

S.5 EIRPROCESS

As a first step in the CEQA compliance process, Riverside County determined that the proposed Project likely
would result in significant environmental effects, and distributed a Notice of Preparation (NOP) for public
review on June 30, 2023. An Initial Study was not prepared for the Project, and thus this EIR evaluates all of
the environmental subjects listed in Appendix G to the CEQA Guidelines, as set forth in the County’s standard
Environmental Assessment Checklist form. This EIR has been prepared as a Project EIR pursuant to CEQA
Guidelines § 15161. As described by CEQA Guidelines § 15161, a Project EIR is the most common type of
EIR that: 1) examines the environmental impacts of a specific development project; 2) should focus primarily
on the changes in the environment that would result from the development of the project; and 3) shall examine
all phases of the project, including planning, construction, and operation.
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This EIR represents the independent judgment of Riverside County (as the Lead Agency) and evaluates the
physical environmental effects that could result from constructing and operating the proposed Project. Acting
as Lead Agency, the County of Riverside will consider the following issues regarding the proposed Project: a)
evaluation of this EIR to determine if the physical environmental impacts are adequately disclosed; b)
assessment of the adequacy and feasibility of identified mitigation measures and the potential addition,
modification to, or deletion of mitigation measures, standard conditions of approval, or Project design features;
¢) consideration of alternatives to the Project that would reduce or eliminate significant environmental effects
of the Project; and, if necessary, d) consideration of Project benefits that override the Project’s unavoidable
and unmitigable significant effects on the environment.

Before taking action to approve the Project, the County of Riverside (serving as the Lead Agency) has the
obligation to: (1) ensure this EIR has been completed in accordance with CEQA; (2) review and consider the
information contained in this EIR as part of its decision making process; (3) make a statement that this EIR
reflects Riverside County’s independent judgment; (4) ensure that all significant effects on the environment
are avoided or substantially lessened where feasible; and, if necessary (5) make written findings for each
unavoidable significant environmental effect stating the reasons why mitigation measures or project
alternatives identified in this EIR are infeasible and citing the specific benefits of the proposed Project that
outweigh its unavoidable adverse effects (CEQA Guidelines §§ 15090-15093).

S.6 SUMMARY OF IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES AND CONCLUSIONS

S.6.1 EFrFeCTs FOUND NOT TO BE SIGNIFICANT

An Initial Study was not prepared for the proposed Project because the County determined that an EIR clearly
was required. As such, this EIR evaluates all of the environmental topics identified in Appendix G to the CEQA
Guidelines and in the County’s standard Environmental Assessment Checklist form. There were no issues
found to be not significant as a result of the Project’s NOP process.

S.6.2 IMPACTS OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Table S-1, Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, provides a summary of the proposed Project’s
environmental impacts, as required by CEQA Guidelines § 15123(a). Also presented are the mitigation
measures recommended by Riverside County to further avoid adverse environmental impacts or to reduce their
level of significance. After the application of all feasible mitigation measures, the Project would result in
significant and unavoidable environmental effects, as summarized below.

e Air Quality: Significant and Unavoidable Direct and Cumulatively-Considerable Impact. The Project’s
long-term emissions of NOx would exceed the SCAQMD regional thresholds. Additionally, due to
the land use changes proposed as part of the Project, the Project would generate operational-source
emissions not reflected within the current 2022 AQMP regional emissions inventory for the SCAB.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM 4.3-1 through MM 4.3-7 would reduce the Project’s long-
term air quality emissions, although the exact reduction amount cannot be quantified. Thus, Project’s
direct and cumulatively-considerable impacts due to a conflict with or obstruction of the SCAQMD
2022 AQMP would be significant and unavoidable. In addition, the Project’s operational emissions of
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NOx, which would exceed the SCAQMD regional threshold for this pollutant, would contribute to the
non-attainment status of the SCAB for ozone (Os). Project impacts due to operational emissions of
NOx represent a significant and unavoidable impact for which additional mitigation is not available.

e Transportation: Significant and Unavoidable Direct and Cumulatively-Considerable Impact. While the
Project’s proposed park use meets the Local Essential Services screening threshold identified by the
County Guidelines, the Project’s warehouse use does not meet any of the screening criteria. Project
generated Work VMT per employee would exceed the County’s adopted threshold by 22.5%.
Accordingly, buildout of the Project’s warehouse use (only) would result in a significant impact due
to VMT, while buildout of the Project’s proposed park use would be less than significant since it meets
one of the screening thresholds identified by the County Guidelines. The future tenants of the Project’s
proposed warehouse building are unknown at this time. As such, the effectiveness of commute trip
reduction measures cannot be guaranteed to reduce Project VMT to a level of less than significant. In
addition to specific tenancy considerations, locational context is also a major factor relevant to the
potential application and effectiveness of commute trip reduction measures. Additionally, to achieve
ideal conditions a project must achieve a significant degree of employee participation and maximum
employee eligibility, which are not generally expected. Although the Project would be subject to
compliance with Mitigation Measures MM 4.18-2 and MM 4.18-3, the effectiveness of commute trip
reduction measures such as those listed in Mitigation Measures MM 4.18-2 and MM 4.18-3 cannot be
guaranteed to reduce Project VMT to a level of less than significant. No additional feasible mitigation
measures are available to measurable reduce the Project’s VMT. Therefore, the Project’s VMT
impacts are considered significant and unavoidable.
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Table S-1

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE
4.1 Aesthetics
Summary of Impacts
Threshold a: The Project site is not located Less-than- MM 4.1-1 Prior to issuing a Construction-Related Exception Project Applicant; Director of the Prior to issuing a

within the viewshed of any officially designated
State or County scenic highways or State-
Eligible scenic highways. Although the Project
site is located .07-mile west of I-215, a County-
eligible scenic highway, development on site
would be required to comply with the various
design measures included within the Project’s
plot plan applications, which include
requirements related to site design, building
design, grading, landscaping, and walls/fencing.
Furthermore, development of the Project site as
proposed would appear as a continuation of
existing light industrial development patterns to
the north and east of the Project site. In
addition, it should be noted that I-25 is not
officially designated as a State scenic highway.
As such, Project impacts to scenic highways
would be less than significant.

Threshold b and ¢: Construction and long-term
operation of the proposed Project would not
substantially damage scenic resources; obstruct
any prominent scenic vista or view open to the
public; result in the creation of an aesthetically
offensive site open to public view; substantially
degrade the existing visual quality or character
of the site or its surroundings; or conflict with
applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality. Impacts would be
less than significant.

Threshold d: Project compliance with the
provisions of County Ordinance No. 655 would

Significant Impact

Less-than-
Significant Impact

Less-than-
Significant Impact

authorizing nighttime construction and associated noise pursuant
to Section 7.a.1 of Riverside County Ordinance No. 847
(Regulating Noise), the Project Applicant shall provide the
Director of the Building and Safety Department with a plan
depicting the location of all nighttime lighting elements in relation
to the nearest sensitive residential receptors. The Director shall
review the nighttime lighting plan to ensure that all lighting
elements are directed away from the nearest sensitive residential
receptors, and only shall issue an exception to the provisions of
Ordinance No. 847 upon verification that nighttime lighting
elements would not adversely affect nearby residential receptors.
During building construction, the Project’s construction
contractors shall allow County Building & Safety officials access
to the site to verify compliance with the nighttime lighting plan.

RR 4.1-1 The Project is required to comply with Riverside County
Ordinance No. 655, which is intended to restrict the permitted use
of certain light fixtures emitting light into the night sky which
could have a detrimental effect on astronomical observation and
research. Ordinance No. 655 sets forth requirements for lamp
source and shielding of light emissions for outdoor fixtures to
reduce “skyglow” or light pollution that affects day or nighttime
views from the Mount Palomar Observatory (located
approximately 36.5 miles south of the Project site in northern San
Diego County). Pursuant to the requirements of Ordinance No.
655, all lighting shall consist of low-pressure sodium lighting, or
other lamp types that emit 4050 lumens or less. If light fixtures
are proposed above 4050 lumens, then the lighting shall be fully
shielded in conformance with the requirements of Ordinance No.
655.

RR 4.1-2 The Project is required to comply with Riverside County
Ordinance No. 915, which is intended to provide minimum

Construction
Contractors

Project Applicant

Project Applicant

Building and Safety

Department; County

Building and Safety
Department

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

Riverside County
Building & Safety

Construction-Related

Exception authorizing

nighttime construction
and associated noise

Prior to issuance of
building permits

Prior to issuance of
building permits
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION

MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)

RESPONSIBLE
PARTIES

MONITORING
PARTIES

IMPLEMENTATION
STAGE

be assured through future County review of
building permits. Impacts due to a conflict with
Ordinance No. 655 would be less than
significant.

Threshold e and f: During long-term operations,
mandatory compliance with Riverside County
Ordinance Nos. 655 and 915, would ensure that
Project-related lighting and glare would not
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the
area, and also would ensure the Project does not
expose residential property to unacceptable
light levels. However, lighting would be
required during nighttime construction-related
concrete pouring activities, which has the
potential to adversely affect nearby residential
properties. Accordingly, the use of nighttime
lighting during construction represents a
significant impact of the Project for which
mitigation would be required. Implementation
of Mitigation Measure MM 4.1-1 would ensure
that nighttime lighting plans are prepared and
implemented during Project nighttime
construction activities. The Director of the
Building and Safety Department would review
the nighttime lighting plan to verify that all
lighting elements are directed away from
nearby sensitive residential receptors.
Accordingly, implementation of the required
mitigation would reduce the Project’s nighttime
lighting impacts to less-than-significant levels.

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

requirements for outdoor lighting in order to reduce light trespass.
Ordinance No. 915 provides regulations on adequate lighting
shielding, glare, and light trespass in order to ensure all
development in Riverside County installs lighting in a way that
does not jeopardize the health, safety, or general welfare of
Riverside County residents and degrade their quality of life.

Department

4.2 Agriculture and Forestry

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a: The Project would result in impacts
to approximately 19.84 acres “Farmland of
Local Importance” and approximately 45.13

acres of “Other Land,” neither of which

Less-than-
Significant Impact

RR 4.2-1 In the event that new agricultural uses become
established on agriculturally-zoned lands (as defined by Riverside
County Ordinance No. 625) prior to Project occupancy, the
provisions of Ordinance No. 625 shall apply. Ordinance No. 625

Project Applicant

Riverside County
Planning Department

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE
comprise “Farmland,” as that term is defined by requires that when lands are developed adjacent to properties
CEQA, the County, or the CDC, meaning that zoned primarily for agricultural purposes (that support agricultural
the Project would not convert Prime Farmland, operations that have been in place for at least three years and not
Unique Farmland, Farmland of Statewide considered a nuisance operation at the time the operation began),
Importance, or any other “Farmland” as shown future land buyers must be notified of any agricultural operations
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland that are on-going in the area, and mandate that such agricultural
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the uses shall not be the subject of nuisance complaints.

California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use. Even if “Farmland” included
“Farmland of Local Importance” and “Other
Land,” based on the Project’s LESA Analysis
(Technical Appendix B), all of the Project’s
impacts on Farmland still would be less than
significant. The Project site’s final LESA score
is 28.1. Impacts to land that receives a LESA
score between 0 and 39 are not considered
significant under CEQA. Thus, the Project site
is determined to have a relatively low value for
agricultural production, indicating that the
Project site does not contain any areas of
important farmland types, and therefore,
conversion of the Project site’s “Farmland of
Local Importance” and “Other Land” to non-
agricultural use would be less than significant.
Accordingly, the Project would not convert
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland) as shown
on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-
agricultural use, and impacts would be less than

significant.
Threshold b: Under existing conditions the Less-than-
Project site contains approximately 60.3 acres Significant Impact

of lands zoned primarily for agricultural
purposes. However, the Project site has not
been used for agricultural production since at
least 1990. Moreover, with approval of Change
of Zone No. 2200062, the Project would not
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE

conflict with existing agricultural uses on site or
with existing agricultural zoning on site, and
impacts would therefore be less than significant.
Although there are numerous parcels
surrounding the Project site that also are zoned
for A-1-1 uses, including lands that abut the
Project site’s boundary, none of the surrounding
properties that are zoned for A-1-1 uses are
currently being used for agricultural production.
Moreover, the Project would be subject to
compliance with Riverside County Ordinance
No. 625, which would further ensure that
Project-related impacts to surrounding
agricultural uses would not occur. Accordingly,
the Project would not conflict with existing
agricultural uses on surrounding properties, and
impacts would be less than significant.
Additionally, the Project site is not subject to a
Williamson Act contract and is not located
within any County Agricultural Preserves, and
there are no components of the proposed Project
that have the potential to adversely affect
agricultural operations at the nearest
agricultural preserve/Williamson Act-
contracted lands. As such, Project impacts to
agricultural preserves and Williamson Act-
contracted lands would be less than significant.

Threshold c: Although the Project site occurs Less-than-
within 300 feet of agriculturally-zoned Significant Impact
property, the Project would be subject to the
provisions of Riverside County Ordinance No.
625, which protects agricultural operations from
nuisance complaints and encourages the
development, improvement, and long-term
viability of agricultural land. With mandatory
compliance with Riverside County Ordinance
No. 625, impacts due to the development of
non-agricultural uses within 300 feet of
agriculturally zoned property would be less than
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SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION

MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)

RESPONSIBLE
PARTIES

MONITORING
PARTIES

IMPLEMENTATION
STAGE

significant.

Threshold d: Assuming mandatory compliance
with Riverside County Ordinance No. 625,
there are no components of the Project that
would involve other changes in the existing
environment which, due to their location or
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland
to non-agricultural use. Impacts would be less
than significant.

Threshold e, f, and g: There are no forest lands
in the Project vicinity, and no lands in the
Project vicinity are zoned for timberland,
timberland production, or forest uses. The
Project would not result in the conversion of
forest land to non-forest use. No impact would
occur.

Less-than-
Significant Impact

No Impact

4.3 Air Quality

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a: The proposed Project’s
construction-related air quality emissions would
not exceed the SCAQMD regional thresholds or
LSTs, and would not conflict with the
SCAQMD AQMP. Additionally, the Project’s
long-term operational impacts due to LSTs also
would be below the SCAQMD thresholds of
significance. However, the Project’s long-term
emissions of NOx would exceed the SCAQMD
regional thresholds. Additionally, due to the
land use changes proposed as part of the
Project, the Project would generate operational-
source emissions not reflected within the
current 2022 AQMP regional emissions
inventory for the SCAB. Implementation of
Mitigation Measures MM 4.3-1 through MM
4.3-7 would reduce the Project’s long-term air
quality emissions, but would not reduce the

Significant and
unavoidable Impact

MM 4.3-1 The minimum number of automobile electric vehicle
(EV) charging stations required by the California Code of
Regulations Title 24 shall be provided. In addition, and to
facilitate the possible future installation of infrastructure that
would charge the batteries that power the motos of electric-
powered trucks, the following shall be installed:

a.

b.

At Shell building permit, an electrical room(s) and/or
exterior area(s) of the site shall be designated where
future electrical panels would be located for the
purpose of supplying power to on-site charging
facilities for electric powered trucks. Conduit shall be
installed from this designated area where the panel
would be located to the on-site location where the
charging facilities would be located where electric-
powered trucks would park and connect to charging
facilities to charge the batteries that power the motors
of the electric-powered trucks.

At issuance of a building permit for Tenant

Project Applicant;
Construction
Contractors

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

Prior to issuance of
grading permits resulting
in more than 8 acres of
simultaneous disturbance

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Project’s long-term emissions of NOx to below Improvements, if the tenant is served by electric trucks,
the SCAQMD regional thresholds of the electrical panel and charging units shall be
significance. Additionally, the Project’s installed, and the electrical wiring connections shall be
proposed land uses are not consistent with the made from the electrical panel to the charging units. If
growth forecasts included in the 2022 the tenant is not served by electric trucks, this
SCAQMD AQMP. Thus, Project’s direct and requirement shall not apply.
cumulatively-considerable impacts due to a
conflict with or obstruction of the SCAQMD MM 4.3-2 Prior to issuance of building permits for future uses on Project Applicant, Riverside County Prior to approval of
2022 AQMP would represent a significant and site, Riverside County shall verify that passenger car Electric Construction Building & Safety building permits that
unavoidable impact for which additional Vehicle (EV) charging stations and designated carpool parking Contractors Department would allow for
mitigation measures are not available. stalls have been accommodated per the provisions of the simultaneous
California Green Building Standards Code and shall verify that the architectural coatings at

Threshold b: Construction-related emissions Significant and plans require that each building be constructed with an adequately more than one of the
associated with the Project would not exceed unavoidable Impact sized electrical panel(s) and conduit to accommodate future EV Project’s Plot Plan sites
any of the SCAQMD regional thresholds. charging stations at a minimum of 5 percent of the passenger car
However, under long-term operating conditions, parking spaces.
Project-related emissions of NOx would exceed
the SCAQMD regional thresholds. The SCAB MM 4.3-3 As a component of all future lease or sales agreements, Project Applicant, Riverside County As a component of

is designated as nonattainment for O;, and
VOCs and NOx are precursors to ozone
formation. Thus, the Project’s emissions of
NOx would cumulatively contribute to a net
increase of a criteria pollutant (O;) for which
the SCAB is considered nonattainment.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM
4.3-1 through MM 4.3-7 would reduce the
Project’s long-term air quality emissions,
although the exact reduction amount cannot be
quantified. However, the level of reductions
associated with the required mitigation
measures cannot be quantified due to limitation
in the modeling software, such as the
requirement that all future cold storage
warehousing be equipped with electrical
hookups to eliminate idling of main and
auxiliary engines during the loading and
unloading process. Thus, even with
implementation of these mitigation measures
and with compliance with the anticipated
regulations implemented by the EPA and

the lease or sales document shall include a provision requiring all
on-site mobile equipment used as part of building operations
(including yard trucks, hostlers, yard goats, pallet jacks, forklifts)
shall be required to be powered by electricity, and an appropriate
numbers of charging stations for the on-site equipment shall be
accommodated on site.

MM 4.3-4 In order to promote alternative fuels, and help support
lower air pollutants associated with truck fleets, the
developer/successor-in-interest shall provide building occupants
with information related to SCAQMD’s Carl Moyer Program, or
other such programs that promote truck retrofits or “clean”
vehicles and information including, but not limited to, the health
effect of diesel particulates, benefits of reduced idling time,
CARB regulations, and importance of not parking in residential
areas. Tenants shall be notified about the availability of: 1)
alternatively fueled cargo handling equipment; 2) grant programs
for diesel-fueled vehicle engine retrofit and/or replacement; 3)
designated truck parking locations in the project vicinity; 4) access
to alternative fueling stations proximate to the site that supply
compressed natural gas; and 5) the United States Environmental
Protection Agency’s SmartWay program.

Future Tenants

Project Applicant,
Future Tenants

Building & Safety
Department

Riverside County
Planning Department

future lease or sales
agreements and during
long-term operations

During long-term
operations

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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CARB to improve truck efficiency, the
estimated long-term emissions generated under MM 4.3-5 All future construction activities associated with the Project Applicant, Riverside County During construction
full buildout of the proposed Project still would Project shall be subject to adherence with the Riverside County Construction Planning activities
exceed the SCAQMD’s regional operational Board of Supervisors Policy F-3 (“Good Neighbor Policy” for Contractors Department,

significance threshold for NOx and would
cumulatively contribute to the nonattainment
designations in the SCAB for O;. Additionally,
the predominance of the Project’s operational-
source emissions would be generated by
passenger cars and trucks accessing the Project
site. Neither the Project Applicant nor the
County have regulatory authority to control
tailpipe or consumer product emissions, and no
feasible mitigation measures beyond the
measures identified herein exist that would
reduce Project operational-source NOx
emissions to levels that are less than significant.
Therefore, the proposed Project’s operational
emissions of NOx would represent a significant
and unavoidable impact for which additional
mitigation is not available.

Threshold c.: The Project’s construction-related
and long-term operational emissions would not
exceed any of the SCAQMD LSTs, and impacts
would be less than significant. In addition, the
Project, even when considered in the context of
cumulative developments, would not produce
the level of traffic volumes necessary to create a
CO “hot spot”; thus, impacts due to CO “hot
spots” would be less than significant. In
addition, construction and operational-related
activities associated with the Project would not
expose nearby sensitive receptors to cancer or
non-cancer health risks exceeding the
SCAQMD thresholds of significance of 10 in
one million or 1.0, respectively, and impacts
would be less than significant.

Threshold d.: The Project does not propose

Less-than-Significant
Impact

Less-than-Significant

Logistics and Warehouse/Distribution Uses). The following
provisions shall apply to all future construction activities on site:

a.  All diesel fueled off-road construction equipment
greater than 50 horsepower, including but not limited
to excavators, graders, rubber-tired dozers, and similar
“off-road” construction equipment shall be equipped
with CARB Tier 4 Compliant engines. If the operator
lacks Tier 4 equipment, and it is not available for lease
or short-term rental within 50 miles of the Project site,
Tier 3 or cleaner off-road construction equipment may
be utilized subject to County approval.

b.  All excavators, graders, rubber-tired dozers, and
similar “off-road” construction equipment shall be
CARB Tier 3 Certified engines or better.

c.  The maximum daily disturbance area (actively graded
area) shall not exceed 10 acres per day.

d.  Construction contractors shall utilize construction
equipment, with properly operation and maintained
mufflers, consistent with manufacturers’ standards.

e.  The surrounding streets shall be swept on a regular
basis to remove any construction related debris and
dirt.

f.  Appropriate dust control measures that meet the
SCAQMD standards shall be implemented for grading
and construction activity.

g.  Construction Contractors shall prohibit truck drivers
from idling more than five (5) minutes and require
operators to turn off engines when not in use, in
compliance with the California Air Resources Board
Regulations.

h.  Construction equipment maintenance records and data
sheets, which includes equipment design specifications
and equipment emission control tier classifications, as
well as any other records necessary to verify
compliance with the items listed above, shall be kept

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department
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land uses typically associated with emitting Impact onsite and furnished to the County upon request.
objectionable odors. Standard construction i During construction, the Transportation & Land
requirements would minimize odor impacts Management Agency representative shall conduct an
from construction. The construction odor on-site inspection with a facility representative to
emissions would be temporary, short-term, and verify compliance with these policies, and to identify
intermittent in nature and would cease upon other opportunities to reduce construction impacts.
completion of the respective phase of
construction and is thus considered less than Project contractors shall be required to ensure compliance with
significant. Additionally, it is expected that these requirements and permit periodic inspection of the
Project-generated refuse would be stored in construction site by County of Riverside staff or its designee to
covered containers and removed at regular confirm compliance. These requirements also shall be specified in
intervals in compliance with the County’s solid bid documents issued to prospective construction contractors.
waste regulations. The proposed Project also
would be required to comply with SCAQMD MM 4.3-6 All future operations on site shall adhere to the Project Applicant, Riverside County During long-term

Rule 402 to prevent occurrences of public
nuisances. Therefore, odors associated with the
proposed Project construction and operations
would be less than significant and no mitigation
is required.

germane policy provisions in the Riverside County Board of
Supervisors Policy F-3 (“Good Neighbor Policy” for Logistics and
Warehouse/Distribution Uses). Applicable requirements of Policy
F-3 shall be specified in future lease agreements with all future
tenants, and future tenants shall be required to permit periodic
inspection by Riverside County to ensure compliance. Applicable
feasible provisions of the Good Neighbor Policy that would serve
to measurably reduce Project-related operational emissions
include, but are not limited to, the following:

a.  Warehouse/distribution facilities greater than 250,000
square feet shall be designed to provide adequate on-site
parking for commercial trucks and passenger vehicles
and on-site queuing for trucks that is away from
sensitive receptors. The general queuing and spill-over
of trucks onto surrounding public streets shall be
prevented. Commercial trucks shall not be parked in the
public road right-of-way or nearby residential areas.

b.  Sites shall clearly mark entry and exit points for trucks
and service vehicles.

c.  Sites shall be densely screened with landscaping along
all bordering streets and adjacent sensitive receptors,
with trees spaced no further apart than 25 feet on center.
Fifty percen of the landscape screening shall include a
minimum of 36-inch box trees. Facility operators will be
responsible to establish a long-term maintenance

Future Tenants

Planning
Department,
Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

operations

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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mechanism to assure that the landscaping remains in
place and functional in accordance with the approved
landscaping plan.

d.  Facility operators shall maintain records of their fleet
equipment and ensure that all diesel-fueled Medium-
Heavy Trucks (“MHDT”) and Heavy-Heavy Duty
Trucks (“HHD”) accessing the site use year CARB 2010
or newer engines. The records shall be maintained on-
site and be made available for inspection by the County.

e. Legible, durable, weather-proof signs shall be placed at
truck access gates, loading docks, and truck parking
areas that identify applicable California Air Resources
Board (CARB) anti-idling regulations. At a minimum
each sign shall include: 1) instructions for truck drivers
to shut off engines when not in use; 2) instructions for
drivers of diesel trucks to restrict idling to no more than
five minutes; and 3) telephone numbers of the building
facilities manager and CARB to report violations.

f.  Facility operators shall train their managers and
employees on efficient scheduling and load
management to eliminate unnecessary queuing and
idling of trucks.

g.  Signs shall be posted in the appropriate locations and/or
handouts should be provided that show the locations of
nearest food options, fueling, truck maintenance
services, and other similar convenience services.

h. Each tenant shall designate a Compliance Officer
responsible for implementing the measures described
herein and/or in the project conditions of approval and
mitigation measures. Contact information shall be
provided to the County and updated annually, and signs
shall be posted in visible locations providing the contact
information for the Compliance Officer to the
surrounding community. The Compliance Officer also
shall coordinate with CARB and SCAQMD to obtain
the latest information about regional air quality
concentrations, health risks, and trucking regulations.

i Signs shall be posted in the appropriate locations heavy
truck drivers to park and perform any maintenance of
trucks in designated on-site areas and not within the

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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surrounding community or on public streets.

J- Facility operators for sites that exceed 250 employees
shall establish a rideshare program, in accordance with
AQMD rule 2202, with the intent of discouraging
single-occupancy vehicle trips and promote alternate
modes of transportation, such as carpooling and transit
where feasible.

Regardless as to whether they are listed above in Mitigation
Measure MM 4.3-6, the Project shall comply with all other
applicable provisions of Board of Supervisors’ Policy F-3.

MM 4.3-7 As a component of all future lease or sales agreements,
the lease or sales document shall include a provision requiring all
building tenants to utilize electric equipment for landscape
maintenance to the extent feasible.

Project Applicant,
Future Tenants

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

As part of future lease or
sales agreements

4.4 Biological Resources

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a: The proposed Project would not
conflict with the Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat
Habitat Conservation Plan (SKR HCP), with
the mandatory payment of fees pursuant to
Riverside County Ordinance No. 663. The
Project would not result in a conflict with the
MSHCP Reserve Assembly requirements.
Although the Project would not result in
impacts to vernal pools, the Project would result
in impacts to 0.27-acre of MSHCP riverine
areas regulated by MSHCP Section 6.1.2; thus,
prior to mitigation, Project impacts to 0.27-acre
of MSHCP riverine areas would represent a
significant impact on a direct and cumulatively-
considerable basis for which mitigation would
be required. The Project site is not located
within a NEPSSA area, and therefore the
Project has no potential to result in impacts due
to a conflict with MSHCP Section 6.1.3. The
Project’s indirect impacts associated with

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

MM 4.4-1 Prior to issuance of grading permits affecting the
southern 14.93 acres of the Project site that are proposed for
development with a public park, the Project Applicant shall
compensate for permanent impacts to 0.06-acre (985 linear feet) of
RWQCB jurisdiction, 0.27-acre of CDFW jurisdiction, and 0.27-
acre of MSHCP Section 6.1.2 Riparian/Riverine resources in
accordance with the Project’s Determination of Biologically
Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP), dated May 2024.
The Project’s DBESP requires mitigation through the purchase of
mitigation credits at the Riverpark Mitigation Bank and/or other
approved mitigation bank (i.e., Skunk Hollow), or combination
thereof at a minimum ratio of 3:1. Preservation credits would be
purchased out of the Skunk Hollow Mitigation bank if no other
mitigation credits are available at a 4:1 ratio. Prior to issuance of
grading permits affecting the southern 14.93 acres, the Project
Applicant shall provide the Riverside County Environmental
Programs Department (EPD) and the Riverside County Planning
Department with evidence (e.g., receipts) demonstrating that the
required mitigation credits have been purchased from the Riverpark
Mitigation Bank and/or other approved mitigation bank.

Project Applicant,
Project Biologist

Riverside County
Planning
Department,
Riverside County
Environmental
Programs
Department (EPD),
RWQCB, and CDFW

Prior to issuance of
grading permits or other
permits authorizing
ground disturbance (e.g.,
vegetation clearing,
clearing and grubbing,
tree removal, site
watering, equipment
staging)

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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drainage, toxics, lighting, invasive species,
noise, and grading/land development would be MM 4.4-2 In the event that nighttime construction is proposed as Project Applicant, Riverside County Prior to issuance of

less than significant and would not conflict with
the MSHCP UWIG, the Project has the
potential to conflict with MSHCP UWIG
provisions related to barriers; accordingly,
Project impacts due to a conflict with MSHCP
Section 6.1.4 would be significant on both a
direct and cumulatively-considerable basis prior
to mitigation. Although the Project site does not
occur within a CAPSSA or a special species
survey area for amphibians or mammals, and
although focused surveys conducted for the
proposed Project during the 2023 breeding
season determined that the burrowing owl is
absent from the Study Area, the Project site has
the potential to become occupied by burrowing
owls prior to site grading and development.
Project impacts to the burrowing owl represent
a potential conflict with MSHCP Section 6.3.2,
and as such prior to mitigation Project impacts
to the burrowing owl would be significant on
both a direct and cumulatively-considerable
basis. Implementation of Mitigation Measures
MM 4.4-1 and MM 4.4-2 would ensure that the
Project would be fully consistent with all
applicable MSHCP requirements, and impacts
would be reduced to below a level of
significance. Implementation of Mitigation
Measure 4.4-1 would ensure that Project
impacts to 0.27-acre of MSHCP
riparian/riverine areas would be mitigated at a
minimum 3:1 ratio through the purchase of
mitigation credits from the Riverpark
Mitigation Bank and/or other approved
mitigation bank (i.e., Skunk Hollow).
Preservation credits would be purchased out of
the Skunk Hollow Mitigation bank if no other
mitigation credits are available at a 4:1 ratio.
With implementation of the required mitigation,

part of future building permits, then prior to commencement of
nighttime construction activities, the Property Owner/Developer
shall provide evidence to the County that the Contractor
Specifications require that any temporary nighttime lighting
installed during construction shall be downward facing and hooded
or shielded to prevent security light from spilling outside the staging
area or from directly broadcasting security light into the sky, onto
adjacent residential properties, or into potential future open space
areas that may be located near the proposed public park site. Project
contractors shall be required to permit periodic inspection of the
construction site by Riverside County staff or its designee to
confirm compliance.

MM 4.4-3 In accordance with MSHCP Objective 6, prior to
issuance of grading permits or other permits authorizing ground
disturbance or discing, the Project Applicant shall retain a qualified
biologist to perform a burrowing owl survey at all potentially
suitable habitat sites within the Project’s limits of disturbance
within 30 days of the commencement of any ground-disturbing
activities at the Project site, as discussed below.

. Pre-Construction Survey: The pre-construction survey
shall be performed by a qualified biologist that will
survey the site for the presence/absence of burrowing
owls within 30 days prior to commencement of ground-
disturbing activities at the Project site. If burrowing
owls are detected on-site during the pre-construction
survey, the owls shall be relocated/excluded from the
site outside of the breeding season following accepted
protocols, and subject to the approval of the RCA and
Wildlife Agencies (i.e., CDFW and/or USFWS).

. Burrowing Owl Management Plan: In the event that
burrowing owl is determined to be present, or in the
event that an assumption is made that the burrowing owl
occurs on-site, a burrowing owl management plan shall
be prepared and implemented in coordination with the
Western Riverside County Regional Conservation

Project Biologist

Project Applicant,
Project Biologist

Planning
Department, EPD

Riverside County
Planning
Department, EPD,
RWQCB, and CDFW

building permits
authorizing nighttime
construction activities
and during nighttime
construction activities

Prior to issuance of
building permits and
within 30 days of
commencement of
grading activities

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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the Project would be consistent with Volume I, Authority (RCA) and CDFW that shall detail the
Section 6.1.2 of the MSHCP, and impacts relocation of owls from the Project site, passively and/or
would be reduced to less-than-significant levels. actively. If additional site visits determine the species
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM is absent, then the pre-construction survey (as discussed
4.4-2 would ensure that measures are above) shall instead be implemented.
incorporated into the Project’s construction
phase to preclude significant construction- A copy of the results of the pre-construction survey (and all
related nighttime lighting impacts affecting additional surveys), as well as copies of the Burrowing Owl
potential future conservation areas near the Management Plan, if required, shall be provided to the County of
proposed on-site public park, and would reduce Riverside Planning Department for review and approval (in the case
the Project’s potential conflict with Section of the Burrowing Owl Management Plan) prior to any vegetation
6.1.4 of the MSHCP to less-than-significant clearing and/or ground disturbance activities.
levels. Implementation of Mitigation Measure
4.4-3 would ensure that appropriate pre- MM 4.4-4 Prior to the issuance of grading permits, Riverside Project Applicant, Riverside County Prior to issuance of
construction surveys are conducted prior to County shall ensure that the following note is included on the | Project Construction | Planning Department grading permits
ground disturbing activities, and also requires Project’s grading plans. Project contractors shall be required to Contractors and EPD

preparation and implementation of a Burrowing
Owl Management Plan (if required), in
accordance with MSHCP Objective 6 for the
burrowing owl. With implementation of the
required mitigation, Project impacts to the
burrowing owl would be reduced to below a
level of significance, thereby ensuring Project
consistency with MSHCP Section 6.3.2.

Threshold b and c: No special-status plants
were detected within the Study Area. As such,
the proposed Project would not impact special-
status plants, and no impact would occur.
Project impacts to western spadefoot, California
glossy snake, coastal whiptail, coast horned-
lizard, coast patch-nosed snake, Belding’s
orange-throat whiptail, red-diamond rattlesnake,
Cooper’s hawk, northern harrier, white-tailed
kite, California horned lark, Lawrence's
goldfinch, loggerhead shrike, Southern
California rufous-crowned sparrow, and one
small mammal (Stephens’ kangaroo rat) and
two bat species (western mastiff bat and
western yellow bat) would be less than

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

ensure compliance with this note and permit periodic inspection of
the construction site by Riverside County staff or its designee to
confirm compliance. This note also shall be specified in bid
documents issued to prospective construction contractors.

“Vegetation clearing shall be conducted outside of the
bird nesting season (February 1 to September 15) to the
extent feasible. If avoidance of the nesting season is not
feasible, a nesting bird survey shall be conducted by a
qualified biologist within no more than 72 hours of such
scheduled disturbance, to determine the presence of
nests or nesting birds. If active nests are identified, the
biologist shall establish appropriate buffers around the
vegetation (typically 500 feet for raptors and sensitive
species, 200 feet for non-raptors/non-sensitive species).
All work within these buffers shall be halted until the
nesting effort is finished (i.e., the juveniles are surviving
independent from the nest). The biologist shall review
and verify compliance with these nesting boundaries and
shall verify the nesting effort has finished. Work may
resume within the buffer area when no other active nests
are found. Alternatively, a qualified biologist may
determine that construction can be permitted within the
buffer areas and would develop a monitoring plan to

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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significant with mandatory compliance with the prevent any impacts while the nest continues to be active
MSHCP and payment of MSHCP development (eggs, chicks, etc.). Upon completion of the survey and
fees pursuant to Riverside County Ordinance any follow-up construction avoidance management, a
No. 810. The Study Area was determined not to report shall be prepared and submitted to Riverside
have potential to support Crotch’s bumblebee, County for mitigation monitoring compliance record
and as such the Project would not result in keeping. If vegetation removal is not completed within
impacts to Crotch’s bumblebee. Although 72 hours of a negative survey during nesting season, the
focused surveys conducted for the proposed nesting survey must be repeated to confirm the absence
Project determined that the burrowing owl is of nesting birds.”
absent from the Study Area, there is nonetheless
a potential for the site to become occupied with RR 4.4-1: The following are applicable regulations and design Project Applicant, Riverside County As specified by
burrowing owls prior to construction activities; requirements within Riverside County. Although these Project Biologist Planning Regulatory Requirement
thus, Project impacts to the burrowing owl are requirements technically do not meet CEQA’s definition for Department, EPD, RR 4.4-1

evaluated as a potentially significant impact for
which mitigation, in the form of pre-
construction burrowing owl surveys, would be
required. Additionally, in the event that grading
activities are proposed during the nesting
season (February 1 to August 31), the Project
has the potential to result in impacts to nesting
birds and raptors, including the Cooper’s hawk,
red-tailed hawk, and kestrel, if any individuals
establish nests prior to the commencement of
grading and ground-disturbing activities at the
site; thus, prior to mitigation Project impacts to
nesting birds and raptors would be significant
on both a direct and cumulatively-considerable
basis. In the event that Project construction
activities occur during the nesting season for
birds and raptors (February 1 to August 31),
Mitigation Measure MM 4.4-4 would ensure
pre-construction surveys are conducted for
nesting birds and raptors prior to
commencement of construction activities, and
further would ensure appropriate avoidance of
any active nests that may be identified.
Implementation of the required mitigation
would reduce Project impacts to nesting birds
and raptors to below a level of significance. In
addition, Implementation of Mitigation

mitigation, they are imposed herein to ensure Project compliance
with applicable County regulations and design requirements.

Prior to issuance of grading permits, the Project
Applicant shall make payment of Western Riverside
County MSHCP fees pursuant to Riverside County
Ordinance No. 810, Establishing an Interim Open Space
Mitigation Fee.

Prior to issuance of grading permits, the Project
Applicant shall make payment of fees pursuant to the
Stephen’s Kangaroo Rat Habitat Conservation Plan and
Riverside County Ordinance No. 663, Establishing the
Riverside County Stephens’ Kangaroo Rat Habitat
Conservation Plan and Setting Mitigation Fees.

Prior to issuance of grading permits affecting waters of
the State, which include impacts to 0.06-acre (985 liner
feet) of Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) jurisdiction and 0.27-acre (985 linear
feet) of California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) jurisdiction within the proposed public park
site, the Project Applicant shall secure appropriate
regulatory permits and agreements from the CDFW and
the RWQCB, which are expected to include a Waste
Discharge Requirement (WDR) issued by the RWQCB
and a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement
(CFGC Section 1602 Permit) issued by CDFW. Copies
of these permits and agreements shall be provided to the
Riverside County Environmental Programs Department

RWQCB, and CDFW

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Measure MM 4.4-3 would ensure that
appropriate pre-construction surveys are
conducted prior to ground disturbing activities,
and requires preparation and implementation of
a Burrowing Owl Management Plan (if
required), thereby ensuring that Project impacts
to burrowing owl would be reduced to less-
than-significant levels.

Threshold d.: The proposed Project would not
interfere substantially with the movement of any
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species. There are no identified MSHCP wildlife
Linkages (including existing or proposed
MSHCP Linkages or Constrained Linkages)
within the Project area. The Project would not
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites, as
the Project’s proposed development footprint
does not support any colonial breeding groups
that would be considered as a native wildlife
nursery site. However, the Project has the
potential to result in impacts to nesting birds and
raptors during the nesting season (February 1 to
August 31), including migratory birds.
Accordingly, Project impacts to nesting birds
during the nesting season represents a significant
impact for which mitigation would be required.
In the event that Project construction activities
occur during the nesting season for birds
(February 1 to August 31), Mitigation Measure
MM 4.4-4 would ensure pre-construction
surveys are conducted for nesting birds prior to
commencement of construction activities, and
further would ensure appropriate avoidance of
any active nests that may be identified.
Implementation of the required mitigation would
reduce Project impacts to nesting migratory birds
to below a level of significance.

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

and Planning Department before grading occurs within
State jurisdictional waters that are present within the
public park site.

The Project is required to comply with Riverside County
Ordinance No. 655, which sets forth requirements for
lamp source and shielding of light emissions for outdoor
fixtures to reduce “skyglow” or light pollution that
affects day or nighttime views from the Mount Palomar
Observatory (located approximately 63.9 miles south of
the Project site in northern San Diego County).
Pursuant to the requirements of Ordinance No. 655, all
lighting shall consist of low-pressure sodium lighting,
or other lamp types that emit 4050 lumens or less. If
light fixtures are proposed above 4050 lumens, then the
lighting shall be fully shielded in conformance with the
requirements of Ordinance No. 655.

The Project is required to comply with Riverside County
Ordinance No. 915, which provides minimum
requirements for outdoor lighting to reduce light
trespass. Ordinance No. 915 provides regulations for
adequate lighting shielding, glare, and light trespass in
order to ensure all development in Riverside County
installs lighting in a way that does not jeopardize the
health, safety, or general welfare of Riverside County
residents and degrade their quality of life.

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Threshold e.: Implementation of the Project Less than Significant
would result in permanent impacts to 52.13 acres with Mitigation
of disturbed/developed habitats, 29.48 acres of Incorporated

impacts to non-native grassland, 1.12 acres of
impact to ornamental vegetation, 0.21-acre of
disturbed southern willow scrub, and 3.80 acres
of disturbed Riversidean sage scrub. With
possible exception of impacts to disturbed
southern willow scrub, none of the vegetation
communities identified on site or within the
Project’s off-site improvement areas are
considered sensitive. With mandatory payment
of MSHCP fees pursuant to Riverside County
Ordinance No. 810, and with possible exception
of impacts to disturbed southern willow scrub,
Project impacts to vegetation communities
would be less than significant. Although the
portions of the Project site that support disturbed
southern willow scrub are highly degraded and
do not offer nesting habitat for sensitive bird
species such as the least Bell’s Vireo,
southwestern willow flycatcher, and yellow-
billed cuckoo, the 0.21-acre of disturbed
southern willow scrub comprises riparian
habitat; thus, Project impacts to 0.21-acre of
disturbed southern willow scrub would represent
a significant impact of the proposed Project for
which mitigation would be required. In addition,
the Project would result in impacts to 0.06-acre
(985 linear feet) of RWQCB jurisdiction, 0.27-
acre of CDFW jurisdiction, and 0.27-acre of
MSHCP  Section 6.1.2 Riparian/Riverine
resources (inclusive of 0.21-acre of southern
willow scrub), which represents a significant
impact for which mitigation would be required.
Implementation of Mitigation Measure 0 would
ensure that Project impacts to 0.27-acre of
MSHCP riparian/riverine areas would be
mitigated at a minimum 3:1 ratio through the
purchase of mitigation credits from the

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Riverpark Mitigation Bank and/or other
approved mitigation bank (i.e., Skunk Hollow).
Implementation of the required mitigation would
reduce the Project’s impacts to 0.06-acre (985
linear feet) of RWQCB jurisdiction, 0.27-acre of
CDFW jurisdiction (inclusive of 0.21-acre of
disturbed southern willow scrub), and 0.27-acre
of MSHCP Section 6.1.2 Riparian/Riverine
resources to less-than-significant levels.

Threshold f: The Project site does not contain | Less than Significant
any State- or federally-protected wetlands; with Mitigation
therefore, no impacts to State- or federally- Incorporated
protected  wetlands would occur  with
implementation of the Project. However, the
Project would result in impacts to 0.06-acre (985
liner feet) of areas subject to RWQCB
jurisdiction, and would result in impacts to 0.27-
acre (985 linear feet) of areas subject to CDFW
jurisdiction. Accordingly, prior to mitigation,
Project impacts to 0.06-acre (985 liner feet) of
RWQCB jurisdictional areas and 0.27-acre (985
linear feet) of CDFW jurisdictional areas
represents a significant impact of the Project for
which  mitigation would be required.
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM 4.4-
1 would ensure that Project impacts to 0.06-acre
(985 liner feet) of RWQCB jurisdictional areas
and 0.27-acre (985 linear feet) of CDFW
jurisdiction are mitigated at a minimum 3:1 ratio
through the purchase of mitigation credits from
the Riverpark Mitigation Bank and/or other
approved mitigation bank (i.e., Skunk Hollow).
Implementation of the required mitigation would
reduce the Project’s impacts to 0.06-acre of
RWQCB jurisdiction and 0.27-acre of CDFW
jurisdiction to less-than-significant levels.

Threshold g: Aside from the SKR HCP and No Impact
MSHCP, which are addressed under the

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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analysis of Threshold a., the only other local
policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources are the Riverside County Oak Tree
Management Guidelines and Riverside County
Ordinance No. 559 (Regulating the Removal of
Trees). However, the Project site does not
contain any oak trees subject to the Riverside
County Oak Tree Management Guidelines.
Additionally, the Project site does not occur at
an elevation exceeding 5,000 feet amsl; thus,
Riverside County Ordinance No. 559 is not
applicable to the proposed Project. Therefore,
and aside from potential impacts due to a
conflict with the MSHCP (as addressed under
the analysis of Threshold a.), the Project would
not conflict with any local policies or
ordinances protecting biological resources, such
as a tree preservation policy or ordinance, and
no impact would occur.

4.5 Cultural Resources

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a. and b.: Five historic-period built-
environment resources were identified at the
Project site. One of these resources, the Colorado
River Aqueduct (CA-RIV-6426H), was
previously determined eligible for listing on the
NRHP and CRHR under Criteria 1/A and 2/B.
However, within the proposed Project site,
Colorado River Aqueduct is underground and no
historic surface elements or character-defining
features were apparent. Thus, it is not anticipated
that the Colorado River Aqueduct would be
impacted by the proposed Project. The four
remaining historic built-environment resources
consist of residential properties of which none
meet the CEQA or CRHR definitions for
historical resources. However, there is a
potential for previously-undiscovered historical

Less-than-Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

MM 4.5-1 Native American Monitor: Prior to the issuance of
grading permits, the developer/permit applicant shall enter into an
agreement with the consulting tribe(s) for a Native American
Monitor. The Native American Monitor(s) shall be on-site during
all initial ground disturbing activities and excavation of each
portion of the project site including clearing, grubbing, tree
removals, grading and trenching. In conjunction with the
Archaeological Monitor(s) required pursuant to Mitigation
Measure MM 4.5-2, the Native American Monitor(s) shall have the
authority to temporarily divert, redirect or halt the ground
disturbance activities to allow identification, evaluation, and
potential recovery of cultural resources. The developer/permit
applicant shall submit a fully executed copy of the agreement to the
County Archaeologist to ensure compliance with this condition of
approval. Upon verification, the Archaeologist shall clear this
condition. This agreement shall not modify any condition of
approval or mitigation measure.

Project
Applicant/Project
Archaeologist

County
Archaeologist

During ground-
disturbing activities and
in the event that cultural
resources are uncovered
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resources to occur on the site surface or beneath During ground-
the surface of areas planned for physical impact MM 4.5-2 Project Archaeologist: Prior to issuance of grading Project County disturbing activities and
(i.e., grading) as part of the Project. Potential permits: The applicant/developer shall provide evidence to the Applicant/Project Archaeologist in the event that human
impacts to previously-undiscovered historical County of Riverside Planning Department that a County certified Archaeologist remains are uncovered
resources on site or within the off-site professional archaeologist (Project Archaeologist) has been
improvement areas would be significant on both contracted to implement a Cultural Resource Monitoring Program
a direct and cumulatively-considerable basis (CRMP). A CRMP shall be developed in coordination with the
prior to__ mitigation. Implementation of consulting tribe(s) that addresses the details of all activities and
Mitigation Measures MM 4.5-1 through MM provides procedures that must be followed in order to reduce the
4.5-3 and Mitigation Measures MM 4.5-6 impacts to cultural, tribal cultural, and historic resources to a level
through MM 4.5-8 would ensure that any that is less than significant as well as address potential impacts to
historical resources identified on site or within undiscovered buried archaeological resources. A fully executed
the Project’s off-site improvement areas during copy of the contract and a wet-signed copy of the Monitoring Plan
ground-disturbing activities are appropriately shall be provided to the County Archaeologist to ensure compliance
treated, including if necessary curation of the with this mitigation measure. Working directly under the Project
historical artifact(s) at the Western Science Archaeologist, an adequate number of qualified Archaeological
Center in Hemet or as directed by the County Monitors shall be present to ensure that all earth moving activities
Archaeologist. Implementation of the required are observed and shall be on-site during all grading activities for
mitigation would ensure that any potential areas to be monitored including off-site improvements. Inspections
impacts to subsurface historical sites or will vary based on the rate of excavation, the materials excavated,
resources would be reduced to less-than- and the presence and abundance of artifacts and features. The
significant levels. frequency and location of inspections will be determined by the

Project Archaeologist. The Project Archaeologist may submit a
Threshold c. and d.: The Phase I CRA identified | Less-than-Significant | detailed letter to the County of Riverside during grading requesting
seven cultural resources in the Project area with Mitigation a modification to the monitoring program if circumstances are
including two archaeological sites — a prehistoric Incorporated encountered that reduce the need for monitoring.
bedrock milling site (CA-RIV-8681) and a
prehistoric milling site with associated historic- MM 4.5-3 Pre-Grading Meeting. Prior to the issuance of a Project County During ground-
era refuse (CA-RIV-8683/H). Based on the grading permit, the Project Applicant or construction contractor Applicant/Project Archaeologist disturbing activities
results of the Phase II CRA (Technical Appendix shall provide evidence to Riverside County that the construction Archaeologist

E2), the bedrock milling features within the sites
and surrounding area fit into a larger theme of
prehistoric archaeological sites that have been
heavily impacted by historical and modern
processes combined with natural environmental
factors, both of which have further deteriorated
the integrity of these sites. The testing indicated
that there are no subsurface deposits or
subsurface components at either site. Combined
with the poor surface condition, the sites do not

site supervisors and crew members involved with grading
operations are trained during a mandatory pre-grading meeting by
the Project Archaeologist and Native American Monitor to
recognize archaeological or historical resources should such
resources be unearthed during ground-disturbing construction
activities. Training shall include a brief review of cultural
sensitivity of the Project and surrounding area; what resources
could potentially be identified during earthmoving activities; the
requirements of the monitoring program; the protocols that apply in
the event inadvertent discoveries of cultural resources are

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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maintain the potential of providing greater
insights into patterns of subsistence and
settlement within the sites or within the region.
As such, Chronicle concluded that sites CA-
RIV-8681 and at CA-RIV-8683/H are not
eligible for listing in the CRHR under Ceriteria 1,
2, 3, or 4. As such, although the Project would
result in physical impacts at sites CA-RIV-8681
and at CA-RIV-8683/H, because these resources
are not considered to comprise significant
archaeological or historical resources pursuant to
the criteria listed in Section 15064.5 of the State
CEQA Guidelines, Project impacts to sites CA-
RIV-8681 and at CA-RIV-8683/H would be less
than significant requiring no mitigation.
Notwithstanding, given the presence of
previously-identified archaeological resources
within the Project vicinity, including within the
Project site, there is a potential for the Project
site or off-site improvement areas to contain
unidentified surface or subsurface
archaeological resources. Implementation of
Mitigation Measures MM 4.5-1 through MM
4.5-8 would ensure that any previously-
undiscovered archaeological sites or resources
identified on site or within the Project’s off-site
improvement areas during ground-disturbing
activities are appropriately treated as directed by
the Archaeological Monitor, County
Archaeologist, and Native American Monitor.

Threshold e.: The Project site and off-site
improvement areas do not contain a cemetery
and no known cemeteries are located within the
immediate site vicinity. Although the Project
Applicant would be required to comply with the
applicable provisions of California Health and
Safety Code § 7050.5 and California Public
Resources Code § 5097 et. seq., the Project’s
potential impacts to buried human remains

Less-than-Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

identified, including who to contact and appropriate avoidance
measures until the find(s) can be properly evaluated; and any other
appropriate protocols as determined by the County-approved
Project Archaeologist. If a suspected archaeological or historical
resource is identified on the property, the construction supervisor
shall be required by contract to immediately halt and redirect
grading operations in a 60-foot radius around the find and seek
identification and evaluation of the suspected resource by the
Project Archacologist. This requirement shall be noted on all
grading plans and the construction contractor shall be obligated to
comply with the note. The Project Archaeologist shall evaluate the
suspected resource and make a determination of significance
pursuant to California Public Resources Code Section 21083.2.

MM 4.5-4 Monitoring during Grading. During the original
cutting of previously-undisturbed deposits, the archaeological
monitor(s) and tribal representative shall be on-site, as determined
by the Project Archaeologist, to perform periodic inspections of the
excavations. The frequency of inspections will depend upon the rate
of excavation, the materials excavated, and the presence and
abundance of artifacts and features. The Project Archaeologist shall
have the authority to modify the monitoring program if the potential
for cultural resources appears to be less than anticipated.

MM 4.5-5 Sites P-33-016534 and P-33-016536 Feature
Avoidance or Relocation: In the event that Sites P-33-016534 and
P-33-016536 cannot be avoided through redesign of areas planned
for grading within the southern portions of the Project site proposed
for public park uses, then prior to grading permit issuance, the
Project Applicant, Project Archaeologist, and Tribal representative
shall meet onsite to determine the strategy for relocating the milling
features to a permanent open space area predetermined and
designated on a confidential map. Before construction activities are
allowed to start and using professional archaeological methods, any
visible artifacts shall be recovered and recorded, photo
documentation of each feature in situ shall occur. The current
Department of Parks and Recreation forms for the sites shall be
updated, detailing which features were relocated, the process
through which this was done, and updated maps using sub meter
GIS technology to document the new location of each feature. The

Project
Applicant/Project
Archaeologist

Project Applicant/
Construction
Contractor/Project
Archaeologist

County
Archaeologist

County
Archaeologist

During ground-
disturbing activities

During ground-
disturbing activities
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would be significant on a direct and relocation information shall be included in the Phase IV Monitoring
cumulatively-considerable  basis  prior to Report. Controlled Grading- The bedrock milling features at
mitigation. In the event that human remains are cultural site(s) P-33- 016534 and P-33-016536 will be impacted
discovered during construction activities, during construction activities and the soils surrounding them will
Mitigation Measure MM 4.5-9 would require the be disturbed. To address controlled grading in this area, a plan will
Project Applicant to comply with the applicable be developed by the Project Archaeologist. The controlled grading
provisions of California Health and Safety Code plan shall require the systematic removal of the ground surface to
§ 7050.5 and California Public Resources Code allow for the identification, documentation and recovery of any
§ 5097 et. seq. Mandatory compliance with subsurface cultural deposits. Results of the controlled grading
Mitigation Measure MM 4.5-9, State law, and program shall be included in the Phase IV monitoring report.
applicable regulatory requirements would reduce
the Project’s potential impacts to buried human MM 4.5-6 Unanticipated Discoveries. In the event that previously Project Applicant/ County During ground-
remains to less-than-significant-levels. unidentified archaeological or historical resources are discovered, Construction Archaeologist disturbing activities

the Project Archaeologist shall have the authority to divert or Contractor/Project

temporarily halt ground disturbance operation within 100 feet of the Archaeologist

area of discovery to allow for the evaluation of potentially
significant cultural resources. The Project Archaeologist shall
contact the Lead Agency (Riverside County) at the time of
discovery. The Project Archaeologist, in consultation with the
County Archaeologist and Native American Monitor, shall
determine the significance of the discovered resources. The Lead
Agency must concur with the evaluation before construction
activities will be allowed to resume in the affected area. For
significant cultural resources, a Research Design and Data
Recovery Program to mitigate impacts shall be prepared by the
Project Archaeologist in consultation with the Native American
Monitor and approved by the Lead Agency before being carried out
using professional archaeological methods. If any human bones are
discovered, the county coroner and lead agency shall be contacted.
In the event that the remains are determined to be of Native
American origin, the Most Likely Descendant (MLD), as identified
by the NAHC, shall be contacted in order to determine proper
treatment and disposition of the remains. Before construction
activities are allowed to resume in the affected area, the artifacts
shall be recovered and features recorded using professional
archaeological methods. The Project Archaeologist shall determine
the amount of material to be recovered for an adequate artifact
sample for analysis. Isolates and clearly non-significant deposits
will be minimally documented in the field so the monitored grading
can proceed. Evidence of compliance with this mitigation measure,

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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if a significant archaeological resource is found, shall be provided
to Riverside County upon the completion of a treatment plan and
final report detailing the significance and treatment finding.

MM 4.5-7 Artifact Disposition: Prior to Grading Permit Final Project County During ground-
Inspection, the landowner(s) shall relinquish ownership of all Applicant/Project Archaeologist disturbing activities
cultural resources that are unearthed on the Project property during | Archaeologist/Native

any ground-disturbing activities, including previous investigations American Monitor

and/or Phase III data recovery.

a. Historical Resources: All historic archaeological materials
recovered during the archaeological investigations (this
includes collections made during an earlier project, such as
testing of archaeological sites that took place years ago)
shall be curated at the Western Science Center, a Riverside
County curation facility that meets State Resources
Department Office of Historic Preservation Guidelines for
the Curation of Archaeological Resources ensuring access
and use pursuant to the Guidelines Prehistoric Resources-

b. Prehistoric Resources: For any prehistoric resources on site
that are proposed to be preserved or relocated, one of the
following treatments shall be applied.

i Reburial of the resources on the Project site:
The measures for reburial shall include, at least,
the following: (a) Measures to protect the
reburial area from any future impacts; (b)
Reburial shall not occur until all required
cataloguing, analysis and studies have been
completed on the cultural resources, with an
exception that sacred items, burial goods and
Native American human remains are excluded;
(c) Any reburial processes shall be culturally
appropriate; (d) Listing of contents and location
of the reburial shall be included in the
confidential Phase IV Report; and (e) The Phase
IV Report shall be filed with the County under
a confidential cover and not subject to a Public
Records Request.

ii. If reburial is not agreed upon: If reburial is not
agreed upon by the Consulting Tribes, then the
resources shall be curated at a culturally

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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appropriate manner at the Western Science
Center, a Riverside County curation facility that
meets State Resources Department Office of
Historic Preservation Guidelines for the
Curation of Archaeological Resources ensuring
access and use pursuant to the Guidelines. The
collection and associated records shall be
transferred, including title, and are to be
accompanied by payment of the fees necessary
for permanent curation. Evidence of curation in
the form of a letter from the curation facility
stating that subject archaeological materials
have been received and that all fees have been
paid, shall be provided by the landowner to the
County. There shall be no destructive or
invasive testing on sacred items, burial goods
and Native American human remains.

MM 4.5-8 Phase IV Monitoring Report: Prior to Grading Permit Project County During ground-
Final Inspection, a Phase IV Cultural Resources Monitoring Report Applicant/Project Archaeologist disturbing activities
shall be submitted that complies with the Riverside County | Archaeologist/Native
Planning Department’s requirements for such reports for all ground American Monitor
disturbing activities associated with this grading permit. The report
shall follow the County of Riverside Planning Department Cultural
Resources (Archaeological) Investigations Standard Scopes of
Work posted on the TLMA website. The report shall include (at a
minimum) the following: a discussion of the monitoring methods
and techniques used; the results of the monitoring program
including any artifacts recovered; an inventory of any resources
recovered; updated Department of Parks and Recreation Primary
and Archaeological Site Forms for any new resources identified,
and all sites affected by the development; final disposition of the
resources including GPS data; artifact catalog; and any additional
recommendations as may be determined by Riverside County. A
final copy shall be submitted to the Riverside County Planning
Department, the Project Applicant, the Eastern Information Center,
and the affected Tribe (if Native American resources are
uncovered).

Project County During ground-

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page S-31



.. Cajalco Commerce Center

B | Environmental Impact Report S. 0 Executive Summary
SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE
MM 4.5-9 Human Remains: In the event that human remains are Applicant/Project Archaeologist disturbing activities, and
encountered during ground-disturbing construction activities on | Archaeologist/Native in the event that human
site or within the Project’s off-site improvement areas, compliance American Monitor remains are discovered

with California Health and Safety Code § 7050.5 and Public
Resources Code § 5097 et. seq. shall be required. State Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall
occur until the Riverside County Coroner has made the necessary
findings as to the origin. Further, pursuant to Public Resource Code
Section 5097.98(b) remains shall be left in place and free from
disturbance until a final decision as to the treatment and disposition
has been made. The County Coroner shall determine that no
investigation of the cause of death is required and determine if the
remains are of Native American origin. In the event that the
remains are determined to be of Native American origin, the Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC) shall be contacted within
the period specified by law (24 hours). Subsequently, the Native
American Heritage Commission shall identify the "Most Likely
Descendant." The Most Likely Descendant shall then make
recommendations and engage in consultation concerning the
treatment of the remains as provided in Public Resources Code
Section 5097.98. If the NAHC is unable to identify a Most Likely
Descendant, or if the Most Likely Descendant failed to make a
recommendation within 48 hours after being notified by the NAHC,
or the Project Applicant rejects the recommendation of the Most
Likely Descendent, the Project Applicant shall rebury the Native
American human remains and associated grave goods on the
property in a location not subject to further ground disturbance.
Evidence of compliance with this mitigation measure, if human
remains are found, shall be provided to Riverside County upon the
completion of a treatment plan and final report detailing the
significance and treatment finding.

4.6 Energy

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a: Project construction and Less-than- Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
operations would not result in the inefficient, Significant Impact measures are not required.

wasteful, or unnecessary consumption of
energy. Further, the energy demands of the
Project can be accommodated within the

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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context of available resources and energy
delivery systems. The Project would therefore
not cause or result in the need for additional
energy producing or transmission facilities. The
Project would not engage in wasteful or
inefficient uses of energy and aims to achieve
energy conservations goals within the State of
California. As such, Project impacts due to
wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources would be less
than significant requiring no mitigation.

Threshold b: Energy consumed by the Project’s
operation is calculated to be comparable to, or
less than, energy consumed by other warehouse
projects of similar scale and intensity that are
operating in California, as the Project would be
subject to current regulatory requirements.
Based on the analysis presented herein, the
Project would not conflict with or obstruct a
federal or State plan for renewable energy or
energy efficiency, and impacts would be less

than significant.

Less-than-
Significant Impact

4.7 Geology and Soils

Summary of Impacts

Thresholds a. and c.: The potential for surface
fault rupture to occur at the site is considered
low. Impacts due to rupture of a known
earthquake would therefore be less than
significant. However, the Project site is located
in a seismically active area of southern
California and is expected to experience
moderate to severe ground shaking during the
lifetime of the Project. Thus, a significant
impact could occur if the Project did not
comply with the site-specific recommendations
of the Project’s Geotechnical Investigation.
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

MM 4.7-1 Prior to issuance of grading or building permits, the
Project Applicant shall have prepared an updated Geotechnical
Investigation that addresses the site-specific design included as
part of the grading and building permits. The Riverside County
Building and Safety Department shall verify that all of the
recommendations provided in the future-required Geotechnical
Investigation are incorporated into the Project’s grading and
building plans and implemented by the construction contractors in
order to reduce the Project’s potential impacts due to strong
seismic ground shaking, lateral spreading, collapse hazards,
subsidence hazards, and slopes taller than 10 feet in height.
Recommendations related to grading and building construction
typically include but are not limited to: a) Seismic Design

Project Applicant,
Construction
Contractors

Riverside County
Building and Safety
Department

Prior to issuance of
grading or building
permits
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4.7-1 would ensure that the Project’s design Considerations; b) Geotechnical Design Considerations; c) Site
professionals and construction contractors Grading Recommendations; d) Construction Considerations; e)
implement the recommendations of the Foundation Design and Construction; f) Floor Slab Design and
geotechnical investigation(s) required as part of Construction; g) Retaining Wall Design and Construction; and h)
future grading and building permits, which in Pavement Design Parameters.

turn would ensure measures are implemented to
address potential impacts due to the exposure of
people or structures to adverse effects,
including loss, injury, or death as a result of
strong seismic ground shaking. Implementation
of the required mitigation would ensure that
impacts are reduced to less-than-significant
levels.

Threshold b.: No Impact. The Project site is No Impact
located within a zone of “low to moderate”
liquefaction susceptibility. The subsurface
exploration performed at the site identified
conditions that are considered to be non-
conducive to liquefaction. Accordingly, the
Project would not be subject to seismic-related
ground failure, including liquefaction, and no
impact would occur.

Threshold d: Although hillsides occur to the Less than Significant
west, south, and east of the Project site, these with Mitigation
existing hill forms exhibit an extensive amount Incorporated

of rock outcroppings, indicating a low hazard
due to landslides; thus, impacts due to landslide
hazards would be less than significant. Due to
the low probability of liquefaction to occur on
site, the potential for lateral spreading is also
considered low. Nonetheless, impacts could
occur if proposed grading activities are not
conducted in accordance with the site-specific
recommendations of the future-required
geotechnical studies. This is evaluated as a
potentially significant direct impact of the
proposed Project for which mitigation would be
required. Additionally, impacts due to collapse

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page $-34



.. Cajalco Commerce Center

B | Environmental Impact Report S. 0 Executive Summary
SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE

hazards could occur if proposed grading
activities are not conducted in accordance with
the site-specific recommendations of the future
geotechnical studies that would be required in
association with Project grading and building
permits. Impacts due to rockfall hazards would
be less than significant. Implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM 4.7-1 would ensure
that the Project’s design professionals and
construction contractors implement the
recommendations of the geotechnical
investigation(s) required as part of future
grading and building permits, which in turn
would ensure measures are implemented to
address potential impacts due to lateral
spreading and collapse hazards.

Threshold e: Subsidence at the Project site Less than Significant
following development is estimated to be with Mitigation
approximately 0.1 feet. Accordingly, a Incorporated

significant impact could occur if proposed
grading activities are not conducted in
accordance with the site-specific
recommendations of the future geotechnical
studies that would be required in association
with Project grading and building permits. This
is evaluated as a potentially significant direct
impact of the proposed Project for which
mitigation would be required. Implementation
of Mitigation Measure MM 4.7-1 would ensure
that the Project’s design professionals and
construction contractors implement the
recommendations of the geotechnical
investigations required as part of future grading
and building permits, which in turn would
ensure measures are implemented to address
potential impacts due to subsidence hazards.
Implementation of the required mitigation
would ensure that impacts are reduced to less-
than-significant levels.
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Threshold f: There are no volcanoes in the Less-than-Significant
Project region; thus, no impacts due to volcanic Impact

hazards would occur. Due to the lack of an on-
site body of water or other bodies of water
within close proximity to the site that have the
potential to result in site inundation, the
potential for the Project site to be impacted by
seiches is considered low. As such, impacts due
to seiches would be less than significant.
Additionally, although several existing hill
forms occur to the southeast and southwest of
the Project site, these hill forms exhibit
substantial amounts of rock outcroppings,
thereby indicating that the chance of mudflow
hazards is low. Accordingly, impacts due to
mudflow hazards would be less than significant.

Threshold g.: Less-than-Significant Impact. The Less-than-
Project site would be graded in a manner that Significant Impact
generally approximates the site’s existing
topographic conditions. Although the Project
would require a substantial amount of grading,
the proposed grading still would maintain the
overall topographic character of the Project site,
and there would be no major changes to
drainage patterns on either portion of the
Project site. Grading proposed as part of the
Project has been designed to provide for proper
site drainage and sewer flows, and would not
substantially change the topography of the
Project site as compared to existing conditions.
Accordingly, the Project would not
substantially change the site’s topography or
ground surface relief features, and impacts
would be less than significant.

Threshold h: Although the Project does not Less than Significant
include any slopes steeper than 2:1 with Mitigation
(horizontal:vertical), several proposed slopes Incorporated
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within the northern portions of the Project site
would exceed a height of 10 feet. A potentially
significant impact would occur due to the
proposed slopes higher than 10 feet if future
implementing projects were to fail to
incorporate the recommendations of the
Project’s geotechnical study or the future
geotechnical evaluations required in association
with grading permits. Implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM 4.7-1 would ensure
that the Project’s design professionals and
construction contractors implement the
recommendations of the geotechnical
investigations required as part of future grading
and building permits. Implementation of the
required mitigation would ensure that impacts
due to slopes that exceed 10 feet in height are
reduced to less-than-significant levels.

4.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a: The Project would emit
approximately 12,477.48 MTCO,e per year;
thus, the proposed Project would exceed the
County’s CAP Update screening threshold of
3,000 MTCO,e per year. Accordingly, prior to
mitigation, Project-related GHG emissions
would have the potential to result in a
significant cumulatively-considerable impact on
the environment. Measure MM 4.8-1 would
ensure that the proposed Project is fully
consistent with the Riverside County CAP
Update (November 2019) by requiring the
Project Applicant to demonstrate that
implementing building permit applications have
incorporated measures to achieve a minimum of
100 points pursuant to the CAP Update
Screening Tables. Thus, with implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM 4.8-1 requiring

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

MM 4.8-1 Prior to issuance of building permits, the Project
Applicant shall demonstrate that appropriate building construction
measures shall apply to achieve a minimum of 100 points per
Appendix D to the Riverside County 2019 Climate Action Plan
(CAP) Update. The conceptual measures anticipated for the Project
are listed in Appendix 3.3 of the Project’s Greenhouse Gas
Assessment (GHGA), which is appended to this EIR as Technical
Appendix H. The conceptual measures may be replaced with other
measures as listed in the CAP Screening Tables (Appendix D to the
CAP Update), as long as they are replaced at the same time with
other measures that in total achieve a minimum of 100 points per
Appendix D to the Riverside County CAP Update.

Project Applicant

Riverside County
Planning Department

Prior to issuance of
building permits
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compliance with the CAP Update screening
tables, Project impacts due to GHG emissions
would be reduced to below a level of
significance.

Threshold b: The Project has the potential (prior
to mitigation) to conflict with the Riverside
County CAP Update, which also represents a
potential conflict with the CARB 2022 Scoping
Plan. This is considered a significant direct and
cumulatively-considerable impact of the
proposed Project. With implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM 4.8-1, the Project
would be fully consistent with the 2019 CAP
Update, which in turn also would ensure Project
consistency with the CARB 2022 Scoping Plan.
The Project would not conflict with any other
applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for
the purpose of reducing the emissions of GHGs.
As such, with implementation of the required
mitigation, Project impacts due to a conflict with
an applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted
for the purpose of reducing the emissions of
GHGs would be reduced to less-than-significant

levels.

Less than Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

4.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Summary of Impacts

Thresholds a and b: Based on the Project’s
Phase I ESA (Technical Appendix I), the Project
site does not contain any RECs. With respect to
construction activities, the Project would be
subject to compliance with all applicable
federal, State, and local laws and regulations
regarding the transport, use, and storage of
hazardous construction-related materials,
including but not limited to requirements
imposed by the EPA and DTSC, as well as the
Santa Ana RWQCB pertaining to water quality.

Less-than-Significant
Impact

Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation
measures are not required.

N/A

N/A

N/A

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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With mandatory compliance with applicable
hazardous materials regulations, the Project
would result in less-than-significant impacts
due to the creation of a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials during the construction phase.
Additionally, with mandatory regulatory
compliance, along with mandatory compliance
with Riverside County Ordinance No. 651,
potential hazardous materials impacts
associated with long-term operation of the
Project are determined to be less than
significant and mitigation is not required.

Threshold ¢: The proposed Project would be No Impact
required to comply with all applicable
provisions of County policies and ordinances
related to public safety, including but not
limited to Ordinance No. 457, which establishes
the County’s building and fire protection
regulations and includes measures requiring the
provision of adequate emergency access and
other measures to address fire hazard safety.
The Project site does not contain any
emergency facilities nor does it serve as an
emergency evacuation route. There are no
components of the proposed Project with the
potential to conflict with the County’s LHMP.
Accordingly, implementation of the proposed
Project would not impair implementation of or
physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or an emergency evacuation plan,
and no impact would occur.

Threshold d: Although there are no public Less-than-
schools within 0.25-mile of the Project site, a Significant Impact
church that provides religious and educational
services (Perris Spanish Seventh-Day
Adventist) is located approximately 0.2-mile
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north of the Project site. However, impacts
would be less than significant with compliance
with applicable federal, State, and local
regulations. Although impacts would be less
than significant, the Project would be
conditioned to prepare a Hazardous Materials
Business Emergency Plan (HMBEP) for future
implementing uses, if required by law.

Threshold e: Based on the results of the No Impact
Project’s Phase I ESA (Technical Appendices I)
and a review of Cortese List Data Resources
available from CalEPA, the Project site is not
located on any list of hazardous materials sites
complied pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5. Accordingly, no impact would occur.

Threshold f., g., and h.: As indicated under the | Less-than-Significant
analysis of Thresholds f., g., and h., the Project Impact

was reviewed by the RCALUC, which found that
the Project would be fully consistent with the
March ARB ALUCP. As such, the Project would
result in less-than-significant impacts due to a
conflict with the MARB ALUCP.

Threshold i.: There are no private airstrips in No Impact
the Project vicinity. The nearest private airport
facility is Perris Valley Airport, located
approximately 4.9 miles southeast of the Project
site. However, according to the Riverside
County ALUCP policy document, the Project
site is not located within the AIA for the Perris
Valley Airport, and also is not identified as
being located within any of the Compatibility
Zones for the Perris Valley Airport. As such,
the Project would not result in a safety hazard
for people residing or working in the Project
area associated with private airports or
heliports, and no impact would occur.
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4.10 Hydrology and Water Quality

Summary of Impacts

Threshold a.. b., and i.: The Project would be Less-than-Significant | Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
served potable water by the EMWD and does Impact measures are not required.
not include any proposed groundwater wells on
site; thus, Project impacts to groundwater
supplies would be less than significant. In
addition, with implementation of the proposed
Project, all runoff generated on site would be
appropriately treated by the Project’s BMPs
prior to ultimate discharge from the site, which
would ensure that the Project does not adversely
affect surface water or groundwater quality.
Accordingly, the proposed Project would not
violate any water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface water or
groundwater quality; would not substantially
decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge; and
would not conflict with the Santa Ana Region
Basin Plan or the San Jacinto GMP. Impacts
would be less than significant.

Thresholds c. and f.: The existing drainage Less-than-Significant
patterns within the Project site generally would Impact

be preserved, except as needed to facilitate
proper site drainage and sewer flows. The
proposed conditions are similar to the existing
drainage patterns of the Project site, wherein all
flows generated on the northern 50.04 gross
acres of the Project site sheet flow to the east
into existing drainage facilities within Seaton
Avenue and Cajalco Road and all flows
generated on the southern 14.93 gross acres of
the Project site would sheet flow to the
east/southeast towards an existing stream that
flows easterly along the southeastern portion of
the park site. Thus, development of the Project
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site as proposed would not substantially alter
the existing drainage pattern of the Project site
or surrounding areas, and impacts would be less
than significant. In addition, although the
Project has the potential to result in an increase
in peak flows from the Project site, the
proposed onsite storm drain system would be
sized during the Project’s final design phase to
sufficiently restrict peak flow rates within the
northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site to
a maximum of 10 cfs, which would represent a
substantial reduction in peak flows as compared
to existing conditions and would ensure that
runoff from the northern portions of the Project
site does not exceed the capacity of existing and
planned stormwater drainage facilities
downstream. Thus, because peak runoff from
the Project site would not increase with
development of the Project as proposed, the
Project would not contribute runoff water which
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or that
could result in increased flood hazards
downstream. Impacts would be less than

significant.
Threshold d: With mandatory adherence to the Less-than-
SWPPP requirements, effects associated with Significant Impact

construction-related erosion, siltation, water
quality, and flooding on downstream water
sources and flood control systems would be
maintained at a level below significance. With
development of the Project site, large portions
of the Project site would consist of impervious
surfaces, with areas of pervious surfaces largely
confined to landscaped areas and the majority
of the park site, where irrigated ornamental
trees and landscaping is proposed. Thus, the
potential for erosion hazards on site would be
substantially decreased as compared to existing
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conditions with buildout of the Project site. In
addition, as compared to the existing conditions
of the Project site, the Project would not result
in an increase in peak runoff from the site, and
therefore runoff from the Project site would not
cause or contribute to any increased erosion
hazards downstream. As such, long-term
erosion impacts would be less than significant.

Thresholds e. and g.: Although the Project has Less-than-
the potential to result in an increase in peak flows Significant Impact

from the Project site, the Project’s drainage plan
for the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project
site would retain flows such that peak flows from
this portion of the Project site would not exceed
10 cfs, which would be below the existing
available capacity within MDP Lateral E-9.1 and
also would represent a substantial reduction in
peak flows from this portion of the Project site as
compared to existing conditions. Runoff within
the southern portions of Decker Road would be
retained by proposed bioretention areas prior to
being discharged to the existing stream, and
runoff within the proposed public park site
would be drain to depressed self-retaining areas
prior to being discharged to the existing stream.
The 100-year flows of 104 cfs from a tributary
area of approximately 50 acres combines with
the existing stream to the south earlier than in the
pre-condition. This slight change in the natural
drainage patterns will be addressed though
grading and an outlet structure design to ensure
the flood limits and velocities of the stream are
back to pre-developed conditions before
reaching the easterly property line and impacting
adjacent property owners. Maintenance of
various storm drain infrastructure will be
maintained by RCTD, RCFCWCD or other
public agency equivalent. Maintenance activities
frequency will be regular with a minimum of
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once a year. Sediment and debris is expected
from the offsite undeveloped tributary area that
will convey flows to these collection channels
and RCB culverts. As such, the Project would
not substantially increase the rate or amount of
surface runoff in a manner which would result in
flooding on-site or off-site, and impacts would
be less than significant. In addition, the Project
site is located within “Zone X (unshaded),”
which includes areas determined to be outside
the 0.2%  annual chance  floodplain.
Accordingly, the Project has no potential to
impede or redirect flood flows, and no impact
would occur.

Threshold h.: The Project site is located within Less-than-
“Zone X (unshaded),” which includes areas Significant Impact
determined to be outside the 0.2% annual
chance floodplain. Accordingly, the Project has
no potential result in the release of pollutants
due to site inundation, and no impacts would
occur. The Project site is located approximately
37 miles from the Pacific Ocean. As such, the
Project has no potential to risk the release of
pollutants due to inundation by tsunamis, and
no impact would occur. Due to the lack of an
on-site body of water or other bodies of water
within close proximity to the site that have the
potential to result in site inundation, the
potential for the subject site to be impacted by
seiches is considered low. Additionally,
according to Figure 5 of the General Plan
Safety Element, the Project site is not located
within a dam inundation area, thereby further
demonstrating that the Project site is not subject
to inundation by seiches. As such, impacts due
to seiches would be less than significant.

4.11 Land Use and Planning

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Threshold a: The Project would not conflict Less-than- Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
with the General Plan, MVAP, Connect SoCal, Significant Impact measures are not required.

or any other land use plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect.
Additionally, there are no impacts due to land
use incompatibility that have not already been
evaluated and mitigated to the maximum
feasible extent in relevant sections of this EIR;
therefore, Project impacts due to land use
incompatibility would be less than significant.

Less-than-

Threshold b: The Project would not disrupt or Significant Impact

divide the physical arrangement of an
established community (including a low-income
or minority community), and impacts would be
less than significant.

4.12 Mineral Resources

Threshold a.: The Project site does not contain No Impact No impact would occur; therefore, mitigation measures are not N/A N/A N/A
any known mineral resources that would be of required.

value to the region or the residents of the State.
Accordingly, with implementation of the
proposed Project there would be no impact on
known mineral resources.

Threshold b.: The Project would not result in
the loss of availability of a locally-important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a
local general plan, specific plan or other land
use plan, and no impact would occur.

No Impact

Threshold c.: The Project would not be an No Impact
incompatible land use located adjacent to a
State classified or designated area or existing
surface mine, and no impact would occur.

Threshold d.: The Project would not expose No Impact
people or property to hazards from proposed,

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page $-45



.. Cajalco Commerce Center
B | Environmental Impact Report

S. 0 Executive Summary

SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)

DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE
existing, or abandoned quarries or mines, and
no impact would occur.
4.13 Noise
Threshold a.: The Project site is located | Less-Than-Significant MM 4.13-1 To minimize the potential construction noise impacts Project Applicant, Riverside County During construction and
approximately 1.7 miles southwest of the Impact from the off-site roadway and utility improvements, the Project Construction Building & Safety activities
MARB/IPA and is located within compatibility shall implement the following construction noise abatement Contractors

zone C2. The Project’s industrial and park land
uses are considered compatibly with the ALUCP
for this zone. Additionally, based on the noise
level contours for the MARB/IPA, the Project
site is located well outside of the 60 dBA CNEL
noise level contour boundaries, indicating that
the Project’s industrial and park land uses would
be exposed to “normally acceptable” noise levels
below 55 dBA CNEL. As such, the Project
would not expose people residing or working in
the area to excessive noise levels from airport
operations, and impacts would be less-than-
significant.

Threshold b.: There are no private airstrips in the
Project vicinity. The nearest airport facility is the Impact
Perris Valley Airport, a privately-owned public-
use airport, located approximately 5.5 miles
southeast of the Project site within the City of
Perris. Additionally, the Project site is located
well outside of the 55 dBA CNEL noise contour
for the Perris Valley Airport, indicating that the
Project site would be subject to noise levels of
less than 55 dBA CNEL associated with the
Perris Valley Airport. The Project’s industrial
land use is considered normally acceptable with
unmitigated exterior noise levels below 75 dBA

Less-Than-Significant

measures. Project grading and blasting contractors shall be
required to ensure compliance with these requirements and shall
permit periodic inspection of the construction site by County of
Riverside staff or its designee to confirm compliance. The
following requirements also shall be specified in bid documents
issued to prospective construction contractors. Riverside County
shall review all monitoring reports to ensure compliance.

a.  Construction contractors shall equip all construction
equipment, fixed or mobile, with properly operating and
maintained mufflers, consistent with manufacturers’
standards.

b.  All stationary construction equipment shall be placed in such
a manner so that emitted noise is directed away from any
sensitive receivers.

c.  Construction equipment staging areas shall be located at the
greatest feasible distance between the staging area and the
nearest sensitive receivers.

d.  The construction contractor shall limit equipment and
material deliveries to the same hours specified for
construction equipment (between the hours of 6:00am to
6:00pm during the months of June through September and
7:00am to 6:00pm during the months of October through
May).

Department
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Page $-46

SCH No. 2023060799




.. Cajalco Commerce Center
B | Environmental Impact Report

S. 0 Executive Summary

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION

MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)

RESPONSIBLE
PARTIES

MONITORING
PARTIES

IMPLEMENTATION
STAGE

CNEL, while the Project’s park use is considered
normally acceptable with unmitigated exterior
noise levels below 70 dBA CNEL. As such, both
the warehouse building and park components of
the Project would not be exposed to excessive
noise levels associated with the Perris Valley
Airport, and impacts would therefore be less-
than-significant.

Threshold c.: The Project’s on-site construction
noise levels are expected to range from 46.2 to
66.0 dBA Leq at the nearest receiver locations,
which would not exceed the threshold of
significance of 80 dBA Leq. Although it is
expected that construction noise associated with
off-site roadway and utility improvements would
be less than significant, in order to provide a
conservative analysis of potential construction-
related noise impacts a significant impacts is
identified for which mitigation would be
required. The noise levels associated with the
nighttime concrete pour activities are estimated
to range from 34.4 to 40.5 dBA Leq and would
not exceed the FTA 70 dBA Leq nighttime
residential noise level threshold. Thus,
construction-related noise impacts would be less
than significant. Project-related traffic noise
would not exceed any of the identified
significance thresholds under Existing, EAC
(2026), or Horizon Year (2045) conditions; thus,
Project-related traffic noise impacts would be
less than significant. The Project’s daytime
operational hourly noise levels at the off-site
receiver locations are expected to range from
50.12 to 57.56 dBA Leq, while nighttime
operational noise levels are expected to range
from 47.0 to 56.5 dBA Leq. Although the
Project’s noise level increases would be less than
significant, the Project’s operational noise
impacts represent a significant impact for which

Less-Than-Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

e.  Electrically powered air compressors and similar power tools
shall be used, when feasible, in place of diesel equipment.

f.  No music or electronically reinforced speech from
construction workers shall be allowed within 500 feet of the
property line of a residential use or sensitive receptor.

MM 4.13-2 Prior to issuance of building permits for the Project’s
proposed warehouse building, Riverside County shall review the
building plans to ensure that the plans accommodate a 14-foot-high
noise barriers (i.e., concrete or block walls) are constructed at the
southern and northern edges of the truck courts to the south and
north of the proposed building, as shown on Figure 4.13-10,
Operational Noise Mitigation Measures, of the Project’s EIR (SCH
No. 2023060799). Prior to final building inspection, Riverside
County shall ensure that the noise barriers have been constructed.

MM 4.13-3 Prior to approval of any grading permits that require
blasting activities and a blasting permit, the Project Applicant shall
prepare and submit for County review and approval of a Blasting
Noise and Vibration Monitoring and Abatement Plan (“Noise and
Vibration Abatement Plan”). The required Noise and Vibration
Abatement Plan shall include the name and qualifications of the
person(s) responsible for monitoring and reporting blast vibrations.
In addition, the Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan shall require
a minimum of two portable seismographs for monitoring peak
ground vibration and air-overpressure for each blast, with one
seismograph being placed at the closest residential structure. The
Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan also shall require that
equipment and its use shall conform fully to the standards
developed by the Vibration Section of the International Society of
Explosive Engineers (ISEE). For all blasts, the Noise and Vibration
Abatement Plan shall require monitoring of ground motion and air-
overpressure at the nearest residential properties or other structure
of concern. The Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan also shall
specify a minimum trigger level for monitoring of 0.05 in/s for
ground motion and 120 dB for air-overpressure, and shall specify a
maximum noise level for air-blasts of 133 dB at any residence and
shall restrict maximum ground vibration to the limits as outlined in
the U.S. Bureau of Mines publication R18507. In the event that the
air-blast limit or ground vibration limits are exceeded, blasting shall

Project Applicant

Project Applicant,
Project Noise
Consultant

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

Riverside County
Planning Department

Prior to issuance of
building permits for the
proposed warehouse
building and prior to
final building inspection

Prior to issuance of any
grading permits that
require blasting activities
and a blasting permit,
and during blasting
activities
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mitigation would be required. Implementation
of Mitigation Measure MM 4.13-1 would ensure
that noise abatement measures are implemented
during the construction of off-site roadway and
infrastructure  improvements. ~ With  the
implementation of the construction noise
abatement measures, the potential impacts from
Project-related construction of off-site roadway
and utility improvements would be reduced to
less-than-significant levels. Implementation of
Mitigation Measure MM 4.13-2 would ensure
that minimum 14-foot-high barriers are
constructed at the southern and northern edges of
the truck courts to the south and north of the
proposed warehouse building, respectively,
while Mitigation Measure MM 4.13-4 would
ensure that no cold storage uses are allowed
within the proposed warehouse building unless
sensitive receptors no longer occur in close
proximity to the Project site and unless it can be
demonstrated through a subsequent noise
analysis that operation of cold storage uses
would not expose nearby sensitive receptors to
noise levels exceeding the noise limits specified
by Riverside County Ordinance No. 847. With
implementation of the required mitigation the
Project’s operational noise impacts at the nearest
sensitive receptors would be reduced to below
the daytime operational noise standard of 55
dBA Leq and the nighttime operational noise
standard of 45 dBA Leq. Accordingly, with
implementation of the required mitigation, the
Project’s operational noise impacts during the
daytime and nighttime would be reduced to less-
than-significant levels.

Threshold d.: At distances ranging from 72 to
322 feet from Project typical construction
activities, construction vibration velocity levels
are estimated to range from 0.005 to 0.043 in/sec

Less-Than-Significant
with Mitigation
Incorporated

be suspended until the County has approved a revised blasting plan
showing revisions to assure adequate noise and vibration
attenuation. Additionally, the Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan
shall require regular reporting of blasting and measurements to
Riverside County, and shall include a copy of the
instrument/software-generated blast monitoring report at each
instrument location that includes measured peak particle velocity in
inches per second, peak air-overpressure in linear-scale decibels,
and vibration and air-overpressure event plots, with date and time
of event recording. In addition, the Noise and Vibration Abatement
Plan shall include the following requirements:

. Prior to commencement of any blasting, a pre-blast survey
of the conditions of all existing property and aboveground
utilities located within 300 feet of any potential blasting
areas shall be conducted. The pre-blast survey shall be
conducted by a third-party company with a minimum of five
years of experience performing pre-blast and similar type
surveys, and shall include a photographic record of all visible
and accessible structures, facilities, utilities, or other
improvements. The survey shall document the interior and
exterior conditions of all residential property and associated
structures located within 500 feet of blasting areas. If
property owners refuse surveys, provide copies of certified-
mail letters documenting attempts to provide the survey by a
third-party professional survey company. The required
surveys shall include a description of the interior and exterior
condition of the various structures examined. Descriptions
shall include the locations of any cracks, damage, or other
existing defects and shall include information needed to
identify and describe the defect, if any, and to evaluate the
construction operations on the defect. Survey records shall
include photos of all cracks and other damaged, weathered,
or otherwise deteriorated structural conditions. If necessary,
macro lenses and flash illumination shall be used to ensure
defects are shown clearly in the photographs. Photos shall
contain an accurate date stamp. No blasting shall occur prior
to completion of surveys of surrounding residential
properties. Surveys also shall be repeated at facilities or
properties where damage concerns have been expressed by
individual residents, property owners, or other concerned
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PPV, and would not exceed the maximum parties. Details of any observed changes to surveyed
acceptable continuous vibration threshold of 0.3 structures and documenting photos shall be reported and
PPV (in/sec); thus, Project-related vibration submitted to Riverside County.
impacts during typical construction activities . Blasting only shall be allowed Monday through Friday only
would be less-than-significant. However, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
Project-related blasting activities have the e  The required Noise and Vibration Plan shall outline
potential to expose nearby structures and controlled blasting techniques and procedures to control and
sensitive receptors to substantial blasting-related monitor flyrock, airblast, and ground vibration.
vibration levels in the absence of measures and . Flyrock mitigation measures to be specified by the
controls; thus, vibration impacts associated with Noise and Vibration Plan may include soil cover,
the Project’s blasting activities would be leaving alluvial materials in place over materials to
significant prior to mitigation. Additionally, and be blasted, and/or blast mats. Crush rock (i.e., 3/8”)
although not anticipated, the Project’s off-site shall be used for stemming materials; drill cuttings
construction activities related to roadway and are not acceptable. The stemming materials shall be
infrastructure improvements have the potential tamped in-place.
to expose nearby sensitive receptors to excessive . The design of blasts shall be based on “scaled
vibration levels, resulting in a significant impact. distance” criteria (i.e., defined as the distance in feet
Under long-term operating conditions, all trucks between a blast drill hole and the structure of
generated by the Project would travel along concern, divided by the square root of the explosives
County roadways that are regularly maintained loading per delay period in pounds-units are in feet
to prevent discontinuous pavement (e.g., per pound). The scaled distance chosen for the initial
potholes); thus, and based on guidance from design shall be supported by statistical analysis
Caltrans, the Project’s operational traffic-related indicating that the resulting ground vibration will be
vibration impacts would be less than significant. less than the criteria set for the Project. The scaled
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM distance used for production blasts may be modified
4.13-3 would ensure that all blasting-related based on the results of the test blast(s) but shall be
activities on site occur in conformance with an conservative enough to produce vibration and
approved Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan, airblast levels within the project specifications.
and would reduce potential vibration levels e One or more blasts shall be performed in an area
affecting nearby buildings and sensitive outside of critical distance of residential structures
receptors to below a level of significance. or other improvements of concern (i.e., at least 500
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM feet away).
4.13-1 would ensure that abatement' measures e The required Noise and Vibration Plan shall include
are implemented dgrmg the construction of off- procedures regarding submittal of blast reports and
site roadwzjly and inff astructure improvemer'lts. record keeping for County records and monitoring.
W%th the implementation of the construct19n e  Therequired Noise and Vibration Plan shall include
noise abateplent measures, the. potential measures and procedures to notify property owners
vibration  impacts from  Project-related that blasting will occur.
construction of off-site roadway and utility
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improvements would be reduced to less-than-
significant levels.

. If specified vibration limits are exceeded, blasting
operations shall cease immediately and a revised
blasting plan shall be submitted to the County. Blasting
shall not resume until a revised blasting plan has been
reviewed and the Contractor has expressed in writing
the conditions that will be applied to further blasting
work.

Project grading and blasting contractors shall be required to ensure
compliance with the Noise and Vibration Abatement Plan
requirements and shall permit periodic inspection of the
construction site by County of Riverside staff or its designee to
confirm compliance. The requirements of the Noise and Vibration
Abatement Plan also shall be specified in bid documents issued to
prospective contractors. Riverside County shall review all
monitoring reports to ensure compliance with the Noise and
Vibration Abatement Plan, and shall have the authority to stop all
blasting activities on site if it is determined that blasting activities
are not being conducted in conformance with the Noise and
Vibration Abatement plan and/or the above-listed requirements.

MM 4.13-4 No portion of the proposed warehouse building shall
include cold storage space, unless it can be demonstrated at the time
of building permit application that sensitive receptors in the
surrounding area no longer occur (e.g., if residential uses are
redeveloped with non-sensitive receptors, such as warehouse uses).
In such a case, an updated noise impact analysis shall be prepared
demonstrating that daytime and nighttime operational-related noise
would not expose any nearby sensitive receptors to noise levels
exceeding the noise standards specified by Riverside County
Ordinance No. 847 of 55 dBA Leq during daytime hours and 45
dBA Leq during nighttime hours. No building permit shall be
issued for cold storage uses unless the resulting noise impact
analysis demonstrates compliance with the County’s noise
standards as specified by Riverside County Ordinance No. 847.

Project Applicant

Riverside County
Planning Department

Prior to issuance of
building permits
involving cold-storage
warehouse uses

4.14 Paleontological Resources

Threshold a.: The Project would not impact any
known paleontological resources or unique
geological features. However, the Project site is
underlain by soils and geologic units with a

Less-than-Significant
Impact with Mitigation
Incorporated

MM 4.14-1 Prior to the issuance of grading permits affecting
areas in the northern portions of the Project site (i.e., development
within the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site proposed
for development with warehouse uses) and prior to issuance of

Project Applicant,
Project
Paleontologist

County Geologist,
Riverside County
Planning Department

Prior to the issuance of
grading permits and
during grading and

ground-disturbing
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“High” potential for containing unique grading permits affecting off-site areas (i.e., planned activities
paleontological resources. This is evaluated as a improvements within Cajalco Road/Cajalco Expressway, Seaton
potentially significant impact on both a direct Avenue, and Rider Street), the Project Applicant shall retain a
and cumulatively-considerable basis. qualified paleontologist approved by the County to create and
Implementation of Mitigation Measure MM implement a Project-specific plan for monitoring site
4.14-1 would ensure that the Project’s PRIMP grading/earth-moving activities (Project Paleontologist). The
is implemented as part of future site grading Project Paleontologist retained shall review the approved
activities. Implementation of the Project’s development plan and grading plan and conduct any pre-
PRIMP would ensure that paleontological construction work necessary to render appropriate monitoring and
resources, if uncovered during site grading mitigation requirements as appropriate. These requirements shall
activities, are appropriately treated, and would be documented by the Project Paleontologist in a Paleontological
reduce the Project’s direct and cumulatively- Resource Impact Mitigation Program (PRIMP). This PRIMP shall
considerable impacts to paleontological be submitted to the County Geologist for approval prior to
resources to less-than-significant levels. issuance of a grading permit. Information to be contained in the

PRIMP, at a minimum and in addition to other industry standards
and Society of Vertebrate Paleontology standards, is as follows:

e Prior to issuance of grading permits, a qualified
vertebrate paleontologist (“Project Paleontologist™)
shall review the Project grading plans and geotechnical
report data, with particular regard to location and depth
of earth moving and the rock unit(s) being
encountered. The review is for the purpose of assessing
potential for fossil remains being encountered by earth
moving. If previously undisturbed strata with potential
for containing fossil remains will be encountered by
earth moving, the following measures shall be
implemented.

. Museum Storage Agreement. The Western Science
Center (WSC), Natural History Museum of Los
Angeles County (LACM), San Diego Natural History
Museum (SDNHM), San Bernardino County Museum
(SBCM), or Riverside Municipal Museum (RMM)
shall be the designated museum repository for any
vertebrate, invertebrate, and plant fossil remains and
associated specimen data and corresponding geologic
and geographic site data that might be recovered from
the site as a result of the PRIMP. Prior to any earth
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moving at the Project site, the Project Paleontologist
shall develop a formal agreement with the museum
regarding final disposition and permanent storage and
maintenance of the fossil collection and associated
data. The agreement shall cover, but not necessarily be
limited to, museum requirements regarding: 1) level of
treatment of the collection; 2) storage and maintenance
fees, if any; 3) purchase of specimen storage cabinets
and drawers, as well as specimen trays, vials, specimen
data cards, and other curatorial supplies, if required.

e Discovery Clause/Treatment Plan. As part of the
PRIMP, the Project Paleontologist shall develop a
discovery clause/treatment plan (DC/TP) to allow for
the additional tasks (recovery, geologic mapping,
fossiliferous rock sample processing, specimen
preparation, identification, curation, cataloging, data
entry, specimen storage, and maintenance by museum)
and manpower required to treat a large or productive
fossil occurrence that cannot be treated without
diverting the monitor from routine monitoring. The
DC/TP shall also include approved procedures and
lines of communication to be followed by specific
individuals if fossil remains are uncovered by earth
moving, particularly when a paleontologic monitor is
not present at the site. Names and telephone numbers
of contact personnel shall be included in the lines of
communication. The preparation of the required
PRIMPs for future grading permits would ensure
compliance with these requirements.

o  Pre-Construction Meeting. The Project Paleontologist or
field supervisor, as well as a paleontologic construction
monitor, shall attend a preconstruction meeting to
explain the PRIMP to construction contractor and the
developer’s construction workers. The presentation shall
summarize mitigation procedures to be employed by
PRIMP personnel and shall detail procedures and lines
of communication to be followed by specific Project
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personnel when fossil remains are found at the site.

The Project Paleontologist or field supervisor shall
inform the construction contractor and the developer’s
construction workers of the following items:

1. Routine mitigation measures (primarily
monitoring and test screening) to be employed by
a monitor during earth moving.

2. The potential for fossil remains being uncovered
by earth moving in particular areas of the site and
the need to implement specific actions and
additional mitigation measures when a fossil
occurrence is uncovered by earth moving.

3. Functions and responsibilities of the monitor
when fossil remains are uncovered by earth
moving and can be recovered without diverting
the monitor from monitoring (temporarily divert
earth moving around fossil site until remains
evaluated, recovered, and earth moving allowed
to proceed through site by monitor; if approved
by construction contractor, enlist assistance of
earth-moving equipment and operator to expedite
recovery of remains, obviate need for additional
personnel, and reduce any potential construction
delay).

4. Functions and responsibilities of the monitor
when a fossil occurrence is uncovered by earth
moving and is sufficiently large or productive that
it cannot be recovered without diverting the
monitor from monitoring.

4a) Flag the site.
4b) Advise construction contractor to avoid fossil
site until further notice.
4c) Call the Project Paleontologist or field
supervisor to site.

5. Functions and responsibilities of the Project
Paleontologist or field supervisor when notified by the
monitor that a large or productive fossil occurrence has
been uncovered by earth moving and cannot be
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recovered without diverting the monitor from
monitoring. Evaluate occurrence to determine if
recovery is warranted.

Sa) If recovery is warranted, notify construction
contractor and the Project developer of necessity for
implementing additional mitigation measures specified
in DC/TP initiating increased level of monitoring, if not
already in effect, in immediate vicinity of fossil site and
assigning additional personnel to PRIMP.

5b) Within 24 hours, mobilize recovery crew to
recover occurrence; supervise recovery of occurrence
and its transport to laboratory facility or to location
elsewhere at site approved by construction contractor
for initial/field processing of a fossiliferous rock
sample or to laboratory facility for preparation of a
fossil specimen.

Sc) If warranted and approved by construction
contractor, enlist assistance of the earth-moving
equipment and operator to expedite recovery of
occurrence.

5d) To obviate need for additional personnel and
reduce any potential construction delay, after recovery
of occurrence, have construction contractor allow earth
moving to proceed through fossil site.

5e) Notify Project developer of recovery (or of
decision not to recover fossil occurrence, if
appropriate) and of authorization for earth moving to
proceed through fossil site.

Responsibilities of the construction contractor and earth-moving
equipment operators if fossil remains are uncovered by earth
moving, particularly if a monitor is not present at the site when the
remains are encountered.
6a) Avoid disturbance of fossil site by earth moving.
6b) Notify monitor, the Project Paleontologist or the
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field supervisor and Project developer of the fossil
occurrence.

6¢) Avoidance of fossil site by earth-moving activities.
6d) Assist with equipment and operator to expedite
recovery of occurrence.

If warranted, the Project Paleontologist or field supervisor and a
monitor shall give a similar presentation to the earth-moving
equipment operators at one of their earliest safety meetings. The
operators shall be instructed on recognizing fossil remains in the
field, informed of their responsibilities if they observe fossil
remains when the monitor is not present at the site (avoid
disturbance of occurrence by earth moving; have construction
contractor call monitor to fossil site; expedite recovery of
occurrence, if requested), and advised that unauthorized collecting
of fossil remains is illegal.

. Monitoring Earth Moving. Earth moving shall be
monitored by a paleontologic monitor only in those
areas of the site where earth moving will disturb soils
greater than 4 feet deep (monitoring will not be
conducted in areas in which soils will be buried, but not
disturbed) and where paleontological resources have the
potential to occur. Monitoring shall not be implemented
until earth moving has reached a depth of 4 feet below
current grade. Monitoring shall consist of visually
inspecting freshly exposed rock and debris for larger
fossil remains and periodically dry test screening a small
(25 pound) sample of rock and debris with a 20-mesh
box screen for smaller vertebrate fossil remains.
Monitoring shall be conducted on a full-time basis.
However, if too few or no fossil remains are uncovered
by earth moving in areas underlain by a particular rock
unit, monitoring can be reduced, generally, to half or
quarter time or suspended once 50% of earth moving in
the area underlain by the rock unit has been completed.
Alternatively, if sufficient fossil remains are uncovered
by earth moving, monitoring may be increased in areas
underlain by the fossil-bearing rock unit, at least in the
immediate vicinity of the fossil site.
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o  Large-Specimen Evaluation and Recovery Option.

If a large fossil specimen is found as a result of
monitoring earth moving and the specimen can be
recovered without significantly diverting the monitor
from monitoring, earth moving shall be temporarily
diverted around the fossil site and the specimen shall be
evaluated, and, if warranted, excavated, covered with a
protective  plaster-impregnated burlap jacket, if
required, and recovered.

If necessary, earth-moving equipment and an operator
shall be enlisted to expedite recovery of the specimen
and obviate the need for additional personnel, and the
construction contractor shall be allowed to have earth
moving proceed through the fossil site immediately after
recovery of the specimen. A temporary field number
shall be assigned to the specimen; the field number, a
preliminary field identification, and pertinent specimen
(field number, identification by taxon and element) and
geologic (particularly stratigraphic level within rock
unit) and geographic site data (location, elevation)
recorded in the monitor’s daily monitoring log; and the
field number recorded and the fossil site location plotted
on a map of the site.

At the end of the day the monitor or (following his next
site inspection) the field supervisor shall transport the
fossil remains and associated data to a laboratory facility
for further treatment. If appropriate, samples of fossil
wood will be submitted for carbon-14 dating analysis.

. If a fossil specimen is found and is sufficiently large that
it cannot be recovered without significantly diverting
the monitor from monitoring, the fossil site shall be
flagged with colored survey ribbon to temporarily divert
earth moving around the site, the construction contractor
shall be advised to avoid the site until further notice, and
the Project Paleontologist or field supervisor shall be
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called to the site. The grading contractor will notify the
Project developer and Project Paleontologist of the
occurrence and of the avoidance of the site. The Project
Paleontologist or field supervisor in turn shall evaluate
the specimen to determine if recovery is warranted.

2a) If specimen recovery is not warranted, no further
action will be taken to preserve the fossil site or remains,
and the construction contractor will be allowed to have
earth moving proceed through the site immediately.

2b) If specimen recovery is warranted, the Project
Paleontologist or field supervisor shall notify the
construction contractor and Project developer of the
necessity for implementing additional mitigation
measures specified in the DC/TP, initiating full-time
monitoring, if not already in effect, at least in the
immediate vicinity of the site in areas underlain by the
fossil-bearing rock unit, and assigning additional
personnel to the PRIMP. Within 24 hours a recovery
crew shall be mobilized to recover the specimen. The
size of the crew shall reflect the size of the specimen
and the need to recover the specimen as quickly as
possible.

The specimen shall be excavated with hand tools,
covered with a protective plaster-impregnated burlap
jacket, and recovered. If necessary and approved by the
construction contractor, earth-moving equipment and
an operator shall be enlisted to expedite recovery of the
specimen, reduce any potential construction delay, and
obviate the need for additional personnel. The
construction contractor shall be allowed to have earth
moving proceed through the fossil site immediately
after recovery of the specimen.

A temporary field number shall be assigned to the
specimen; the field number, a preliminary field
identification, and pertinent specimen (field number,
identification by taxon and element) and geologic
(particularly stratigraphic level within rock unit) and
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geographic site data (location, elevation) recorded in
the monitor’s daily monitoring log; and the field
number recorded and the fossil site location plotted on
a map of the site. The field supervisor and, if necessary,
a crew member shall transport the fossil specimen and
associated site data to a laboratory facility for further
treatment.

. Small-Specimen Sample Evaluation, Recovery, and
Processing. If a sufficient number of smaller vertebrate
fossil remains are found at one (1) site as a result of
test screening by the paleontological monitor, the fossil
site shall be flagged with colored survey ribbon to
temporarily divert earth moving around the site. The
construction contractor shall be advised to avoid the
site until further notice, and if requested by the monitor
to expedite recovery of a fossiliferous rock sample
reduce any potential construction delay and obviate the
need for additional personnel, the construction
contractor shall have earth-moving equipment and an
operator acquire a rock sample from the fossil site and
transport the sample, if possible, to a nearby temporary
location at the site approved by the construction
contractor.

If a sample is recovered, the construction contractor shall be
allowed to have earth moving proceed through the fossil site
immediately after recovery of the sample. The Project
Paleontologist or field supervisor shall be called to the
fossil/storage site to determine if the fossil site/sample is
sufficiently productive to warrant recovery of a large sample
of fossiliferous rock to process for additional small remains.

. If the site/sample is determined too unproductive or the
remains too poorly preserved or insufficiently
diagnostic, no further action will be taken to preserve
the fossil site/sample or remains, and the construction
contractor will be allowed to have earth moving
proceed through the fossil/storage site immediately.
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e  Ifsample recovery is warranted, the Project
Paleontologist or field supervisor shall notify the
construction contractor and Project developer of the
necessity for implementing additional mitigation
measures specified in the DC/TP and assigning
additional personnel to the PRIMP.

2a) Within 24 hours, a recovery crew shall be
mobilized to recover the sample. The size of the crew
shall reflect the need to recover the sample as quickly
as possible. The field supervisor shall record the size
and supervise recovery of the sample. Up to 3 tons of
fossiliferous rock shall be recovered. The sample shall
be excavated with hand tools for recovery. If necessary
and if approved by the construction contractor, earth-
moving equipment and an operator shall be enlisted to
expedite transportation of the sample to the processing
facility site, obviate the need for additional personnel,
and reduce any potential construction delay and the
construction contractor will be allowed to have earth
moving proceed through the fossil site immediately
after recovery of the sample.

2b) A temporary field number shall be assigned to the
sample; the field number and pertinent specimen (field
number, identification by taxon and element) and
geologic (particularly stratigraphic level within rock
unit) and geographic site data (location, elevation)
recorded in the monitor’s daily monitoring log; and the
field number recorded and the fossil site location
plotted on a map of the site. The field supervisor and, if
necessary, a crew member will transport the sample to
a location elsewhere at the site approved by the
construction contractor or to an offsite location for
initial/field processing (wet screening) of the sample.
The total weight of all samples from each fossil-
bearing rock unit at the site shall not exceed 3 tons.

2c¢) If warranted, the field supervisor shall setup a field
processing facility for wet screening the sample at a site

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page $-59



.. Cajalco Commerce Center

B | Environmental Impact Report S. 0 Executive Summary
SIGNIFICANCE RESPONSIBLE MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION
SUMMARY OF IMPACTS MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)
DETERMINATION PARTIES PARTIES STAGE

location approved by the construction contractor. Wet
screening shall consist of sieving rock through a 20-
(and/or finer) mesh box screen immersed in a tub of
water to remove the smaller (clay and silt) particles
from the larger (sand and rock) particles and small
fossil remains, and could result in a reduction in sample
weight/volume in excess of 90%. If necessary, rock
shall be soaked in an environmentally safe dispersant
(citrus oil) prior to screening to improve the separation
of the clay particles from the rest of the sample during
screening. The monitor shall conduct wet screening if
screening can be accomplished without diverting the
monitor from monitoring. If it is not possible to have
the monitor perform the wet screening, a field
technician shall be assigned to the task. Following the
next site inspection, the field supervisor will transport
the concentrate (larger particles and small fossil
remains) generated by initial processing to a laboratory
facility for final/laboratory processing.

2d) If the fossil remains in the concentrate are
sufficiently fossilized (dense), an environmentally safe
heavy liquid (sodium polytungstate), if appropriate,
shall be used by the senior vertebrate paleontologist to
separate the remains from the remaining sand and rock
particles. When added to a beaker filled with heavy
liquid, the concentrate will separate, the particles
floating to the surface, and the remains sinking to the
bottom, from where they are retrieved. This technique
can result in a further sample weight/volume reduction
in excess of 90% (less than 1% of original sample
size). The final concentrate shall be examined under a
microscope and fossil specimens recovered from any
remaining sand and rock particles. If the fossil bone in
the original concentrate is not sufficiently dense for use
of the heavy-liquid separation technique, the entire
sample of concentrate shall be sorted under a
microscope for fossil remains. Recovered fossil
remains shall then be treated as outlined herein.
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2e) During the final processing of a sample, the senior
vertebrate paleontologist shall continually evaluate the
results of field and laboratory processing. If the sample
is insufficiently productive or the fossil remains are too
poorly preserved, the senior vertebrate paleontologist
shall have the option of discontinuing further laboratory
processing of the sample, having field processing of the
remainder of the sample suspended, and disposing of
the remainder of the sample and unprocessed
concentrate. Similarly, processing shall be discontinued
if, after preliminary identification of some specimens,
the remains are determined insufficiently diagnostic or
diverse taxonomically, or the species represented are
the same as those in another sample from the fossil-
bearing rock unit. If appropriate, small splits from one
or more samples shall be submitted for palynological
analysis.

Fossil Treatment. Final treatment of all fossil
specimens recovered from the site as a result of the
PRIMP shall be conducted at a laboratory facility.
Larger vertebrate fossil specimens shall be removed
from their protective jackets, prepared to the point of
identification using hand tools, and hardened or
stabilized with a penetrating solution by a preparator.
All recovered fossil specimens shall be identified to the
lowest taxonomic level possible by knowledgeable
vertebrate and invertebrate paleontologists and, if
required, other knowledgeable paleontologists (i.e.,
paleobotanists, micropaleontologists, palynologists).
The specimens shall then be curated (assigned and
labeled with museum specimen data and corresponding
site numbers, placed in specimen trays and, if
appropriate, vials with completed specimen data
cards), catalogued (specimen and site numbers and
specimen data and corresponding geologic and
geographic site data, respectively, archived [entered
into appropriate catalogs and computerized
databases]), and accessioned into the museum fossil
collection, where they will be permanently stored,
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maintained, and, along with associated data, made
available for future study by qualified investigators.
With the possible exception of those tasks (curation,
cataloging) that might be conducted by museum staff,
all treatment of the fossil specimens shall be conducted
by a laboratory technician. Fossil specimen
preparation, identification, curation, and cataloguing
are now required before a fossil collection will be
accepted by most museum repositories, including the
WSC, LACM, SDNHM, SBCM, and RMM.
Moreover, the scientific importance of a fossil
specimen cannot be evaluated until the specimen has
been identified to the lowest taxonomic level possible,
and specimen identification often is not possible
without prior preparation.

. Final Report. A final technical report of findings shall
be prepared by the Project Paleontologist and shall
describe the site’s stratigraphy, summarize field and
laboratory methods employed during the PRIMP,
include a taxonomic list and an inventory of catalogued
fossil specimens recovered as a result of the PRIMP,
evaluate the scientific importance of the specimens,
and discuss the relationship of the fossil assemblage
from any newly recorded fossil site at the project site
to relevant fossil assemblages from fossil sites in other
areas. The report shall be submitted to the contractor
and County Geologist. Submission of the final report
will signify completion of the PRIMP and will ensure
Project compliance with Public Resources Code
Section 21081.6 (mitigation monitoring, reporting, and
compliance).

All reports shall be signed by the Project Paleontologist and all
other professionals responsible for the report’s content (e.g.,
Project Geologist), as appropriate. One original signed copy of the
report(s) shall be submitted to the County Geologist along with a
copy of this condition and the grading plan for appropriate case
processing and tracking. These documents should not be
submitted to the Project Planner, Plan Check staff, Land Use
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Counter or any other County office. In addition, the Project
Applicant shall submit proof of hiring (i.e. copy of executed
contract, retainer agreement, etc.) a Project Paleontologist for the
in-grading implementation of the PRIMP.

4.15 Population and Housing

Threshold a.: While the Project would demolish No Impact Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, no mitigation N/A N/A N/A
26 existing dwelling units on site and would measures are required.

displace up to 99 persons, potentially requiring
the construction of replacement housing
elsewhere. However, and based on Technical
Appendix P to the County’s General Plan, the
60,423 dwelling units within the County that
have been fully entitled and that were
previously evaluated under CEQA are more
than adequate to accommodate the 40,673
housing units (inclusive of the 26 single-family
homes that would be demolished as part of the
Project) that are required to be built within the
County by 2029 in order to meet the County’s
current RHNA obligations. In addition, the
Project site is not located within the Bermuda
Dunes or Coronita portions of the County, and
the Project therefore is not subject to the
provisions of SB 330. Therefore, the Project
would not result in or require construction of
unplanned replacement housing units, and
impacts would be less than significant.

Less-than-

Threshold b.: The Project site is not targeted for Significant Impact

development with affordable housing under
existing conditions, as the Project site is zoned
for development with large-lot single-family
uses, which typically are not considered
affordable housing When combined with the
residents on site that would be displaced as part
of the Project, the Project would generate a
demand for up to 283 dwelling units. However,
Riverside County currently suffers from a poor
jobs-housing ratio, wherein there are not
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enough jobs within the County to prevent the
need for County residents to travel outside the
region for employment. Thus, by developing
the Project site with employment-generating
land uses, the Project would assist the County
in improving its jobs-housing balance.
Moreover, due to the poor jobs-housing
balance, it is likely that a large number of the
jobs that would be generated by the Project
would consist of existing County residents,
thereby indicating that the Project’s likely
demand for new dwelling units within the
County would be far less than 283 dwelling
units. In addition, Technical Appendix P to the
General Plan indicates that as of April 2021,
there were 60,423 dwelling units within the
County that have been fully entitled and that
were previously evaluated under CEQA, which
would be more than adequate to accommodate
the projected 40,673 housing units (inclusive of
the 26 single-family homes that would be
demolished as part of the Project) that are
required to be built within the County by 2029
in order to meet the County’s current RHNA
obligations, and also would be more than
adequate to accommodate the Project’s
potential demand for up to 257 new dwelling
units. Accordingly, based on the preceding
analysis, impacts due to the creation of a
demand for additional housing, particularly
housing affordable to households earning 80%
or less of the County’s median income, would
be less-than-cumulatively considerable.

Threshold c.: The Project would result in an
increase in the number of people on the Project Less-than-
site by approximately 875 persons (974 new Significant Impact
persons — 99 displaced persons = 875 net
increase in persons). Although the Project
would result in the generation of more
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population on site than anticipated by the
General Plan, Riverside County currently
suffers from a poor jobs-housing ratio, wherein
there are not enough jobs within the County to
prevent the need for County residents to travel
outside the region for employment. Thus, by
accommodating more employment
opportunities on site than was anticipated by the
General Plan, the Project would assist the
County in improving its jobs-housing balance.
Accordingly, the Project would not directly
result in substantial unplanned population
growth in the area. Furthermore, the Project’s
proposed roadway and other infrastructure (e.g.,
water, sewer, etc.) improvements have been
designed and sized to serve the proposed
Project, and would not indirectly induce growth
in the local area. Moreover, the analysis of
Thresholds a. and b. demonstrate that as of
April 2021 there were 60,423 dwelling units
within the County that have been fully entitled
and that were previously evaluated under
CEQA, which would be more than adequate to
accommodate the projected 40,673 housing
units (inclusive of the 26 single-family homes
that would be demolished as part of the Project)
that are required to be built within the County
by 2029 in order to meet the County’s current
RHNA obligations, and also would be more
than adequate to accommodate the Project’s
potential demand for up to 257 new dwelling
units. Therefore, the Project would not induce
substantial unplanned population growth in the
area, either directly or indirectly, and impacts
would be less than significant.

4.16 Public Services

Threshold a: Although the Project would Less-than- Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, no mitigation N/A N/A N/A
contribute to a need for new or expanded fire Significant Impact measures are required.
protection facilities, it is not possible to identify
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environmental impacts that may be associated
with such new or expanded library facilities
until a specific proposal and design for such
facilities are prepared by the RCFD.
Accordingly, impacts due to the construction of
new or expanded fire protection facilities are
too speculative for evaluation in this EIR
(CEQA Guidelines § 15145). Environmental
effects of such fire protection facilities and
associated mitigation would be identified
through a future CEQA process required in
association with any future proposals for new or
expanded fire protection facilities. Additionally,
with payment of mandatory DIF fees, the
proposed Project’s potential direct and
cumulatively-considerable impacts to the
Riverside County Fire Department would be
reduced to less-than-significant levels.

Threshold b.: With payment of mandatory DIF Less-than-
fees, the proposed Project’s potential direct and Significant Impact
cumulatively-considerable impacts to the
Riverside County Sheriff’s Department would
be reduced to less-than-significant levels, and
the Project would not result in or require the
construction of new police protection facilities
that could result in a significant impact to the

environment.
Threshold c.: The Project would not directly Less-than-
generate a resident population, and thus would Significant Impact

not directly impact school services in the local
area. Although the Project may indirectly result
in new residents within the service area of the
VVUSD, and thus may indirectly result in an
incremental increase in demand for new school
facilities, there are no current publicly-available
plans detailing where such facilities would be
built. As such, it is not possible to identify
environmental impacts that may be associated
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with the construction of new or expanded
school facilities until a specific proposal and
design for the facility is prepared by the
VVUSD, and an analysis of potential physical
environmental impacts resulting from the
construction and operation of new or expanded
school facilities would be speculative in nature
(see CEQA Guidelines § 15145).
Environmental effects of such school facilities
and any associated mitigation would be
identified through a future CEQA process
required in association with any future
proposals for new or expanded school facilities.
Any mitigation measures required for new or
expanded school facilities could be funded, in
part, from property taxes and/or through
payment of school impact fees. Furthermore,
the payment of mandatory school impact fees
would ensure that the Project would result in
less-than-significant direct and cumulatively-
considerable impacts to the ability of the
VVUSD to provide for school services.

Threshold d.: The Project would not directly Less-than-
generate a resident population; however, Significant Impact
buildout of the Project would result in a net
increase of 876 persons on site and thus would
conservatively create a demand for 2,190 titles
and 438 s.f. of additional library space.
However, these estimates are conservative in
nature because the majority of persons on site
that would be generated by the Project likely
would be filled by existing Riverside County
residents, given the County’s generally poor
jobs-to-housing ratio. Although the Project may
indirectly result in new residents within the
local area, and thus could result in an
incremental demand for increased library
facilities, the County has no plans to expand or
build new library facilities in the Project site
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vicinity. The Project would be required to
contribute DIF fees, which would be used in
part to provide for library space and/or new
book volumes. Accordingly, with payment of
DIF fees, Project impacts to library services and
facilities are evaluated as less than significant
on both a direct and cumulatively-considerable

basis.
Threshold e.: With payment of mandatory DIF Less-than-
fees, the Project would result in less-than- Significant Impact

significant direct and cumulatively-considerable
impacts to health services facilities, and the
Project would not result in or require the
construction of new health services facilities
that could result in a significant impact to the
environment.

4.17 Recreation

Threshold a: The physical construction of the Less-than- Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
public park, d.g. trail, and roadway Significant Impact measures are not required.

improvements (i.e., sidewalks and roadways)
has been addressed under the relevant issue
areas identified throughout this EIR (e.g., air
quality, biological resources, cultural resources,
etc.). Under each of these topics, the Project
impacts are determined to be less than
significant, or mitigation measures have been
identified to reduce impacts to the maximum
feasible extent. There are no components of the
public park, d.g. trail, or sidewalks on site that
have not already been addressed and accounted
for throughout this EIR. Accordingly, Project
impacts due to proposed public park, d.g. trail,
and sidewalks on site would be less than
significant, requiring no mitigation beyond that
which is identified in other portions of this EIR.

Threshold b.: The Project’s proposed Less-than-
warehouse building would not directly or Significant Impact
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indirectly generate a population that would
increase the use of existing neighborhood and
regional parks or other recreational facilities, as
a majority of the Project’s future jobs are
anticipated to be filled by existing or future
planned residents within the County.
Accordingly, implementation of the proposed
Project would not result in the increased use or
substantial physical deterioration of an existing
neighborhood or regional park, and impacts
would be less than significant. Additionally, to
the extent that employees associated with the
warehouse building would utilize local parks, it
is anticipated that Project employees would
utilize the proposed on-site park given its close
proximity to the proposed warehouse building;
thus, the Project would not be expected to
utilize other local recreational facilities to the
extent that physical deterioration would occur
or be accelerated. Thus, impacts would be less
than significant.

Threshold c.: The Project site is not located Less-than-Significant
within a county service area, nor within a Impact
service area for existing community or
neighborhood parks or a service area for future
and potential community or neighborhood
parks. Additionally, the Project is not subject to
payment of in-lieu fees (Quimby fees) for
recreational facilities pursuant to § 10.35 of
Riverside County Ordinance No. 460.
Accordingly, impacts due to a conflict with a
Community Parks and Recreation Plan and due
to the need for payment of in-lieu fees for
parkland acquisition and construction would be
less than significant.

Threshold d.: Based a review of the future Less-than-Significant
Cajalco Road widening project, Class II bike Impact
lanes only would be implemented in select
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areas, which does not include the frontage of
the Project site. As such, no bike lane is
proposed as part of the Project along the site’s
frontage with Cajalco Road, although the
roadway improvements (i.e., sidewalks, the d.g.
trail, and roadway surfaces) planned on Cajalco
Road, Seaton Avenue and Decker Road could
accommodate bicycles. Although the Project
would result in the construction of roadway
improvements such as sidewalks and a d.g. trail,
the roadway improvements, d.g. trail, and
sidewalks would occur in an area already
planned for physical disturbance as part of the
Project, and there would be no impacts to the
environment specifically related to the
construction of the sidewalks that have not
already been addressed throughout this EIR
(e.g., for impacts to biological or cultural
resources). As such, and assuming
implementation of the mitigation measures
identified throughout this EIR, impacts
associated with the proposed sidewalks and d.g.
trail would be less than significant.

4.18 Transportation

Threshold a.: The proposed Project would be
fully consistent with or otherwise would not
conflict with Connect SoCal, the Riverside
County CMP, the Riverside County General
Plan and General Pan Circulation Element, the
WRCOG ATP, or any Riverside County
ordinances adopted to address transportation.
There are no components of the proposed
Project that would conflict with a program,
plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the
circulation system, including transit, roadway,
bicycle, or pedestrian facilities. Impacts would
be less than significant.

Threshold b.: While the Project’s proposed park

Less-than-
Significant Impact

Significant and

MM 4.18-1 Prior to the issuance of grading permits or improvement
plans affecting Cajalco Road, Seaton Avenue, or Decker Road, the
Project Applicant shall prepare and Riverside County shall approve
a temporary traffic control plan. The temporary traffic control plan
shall comply with the applicable requirements of the California
Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CMUTD). A
requirement to comply with the temporary traffic control plan shall
be noted on all grading and building plans and also shall be specified
in bid documents issued to prospective construction contractors.

MM 4.18-2 Feasible Transportation demand management (TDM)
strategies that will contribute to reducing Project generated VMT
shall be developed and implemented. Features to promote the use of
alternative transportation modes such as sidewalks, bicycle lanes,
and bicycle racks are included as part of the Project’s design.

Project Applicant,
Construction
Contractors

Project Applicant,
Future Warehouse
Building Occupants

Riverside County
Building & Safety
Department

Riverside County
Planning Department

Prior to issuance of
grading permits

As specified by the
TDM Plan
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use meets the Local Essential Services
screening threshold identified by the County
Guidelines, the Project’s warehouse use does
not meet any of the screening criteria. Project
generated Work VMT per employee would
exceed the County’s adopted threshold by
22.5%. Accordingly, prior to mitigation,
buildout of the Project’s warehouse use (only)
would result in a significant impact due to
VMT, while buildout of the Project’s proposed
park use would be less than significant since it
meets one of the screening thresholds identified
by the County Guidelines. Although the Project
would be subject to compliance with Mitigation
Measures MM 4.18-2 and MM 4.18-3, the
effectiveness of commute trip reduction
measures such as those listed in Mitigation
Measures MM 4.18-2 and MM 4.18-3 cannot
be guaranteed to reduce Project VMT to a level
of less than significant. No additional feasible
mitigation measures are available to measurable
reduce the Project’s VMT. Therefore, the
Project’s VMT impacts are considered
significant and unavoidable.

Threshold c.: All physical improvements
planned as part of the Project would be in
conformance with applicable Riverside County
standards. Although residential uses occur in
the local area, the Project’s truck traffic would
be routed north on Seaton Avenue and east on
Cajalco Road/Cajalco Expressway to access the
1-215, and would be routed away from
residential traffic, thereby resulting in less-than-
significant transportation impacts due to
incompatible use.

Threshold d.: Although the Project would result
in the increased maintenance of roadways and

would increase traffic on existing and planned

Unavoidable Impact

Less-than-
Significant Impact

Less-than-
Significant Impact

Property owner associations and/or building occupants shall be
required as a condition of final building inspection for tenant
improvements to prepare and implement a TDM Plan to discourage
single-occupancy vehicle trips for employees and encourage
alternative modes of transportation such as carpooling, transit,
walking, and biking. Trip reduction strategies applicable to the
Project may include but are not limited to the following:

Implement local hiring programs.

Mark preferred parking spaces for vanpools and carpools.
Provide on-site secured bike parking facilities.

Provide information on carpooling and vanpooling
opportunities to employees.

e.  Provide an on-site message board in each building or other
comparable system to encourage and provide information
about public transit, carpooling, and vanpooling, and carpool
and vanpool ride-matching services.

Ao oe

The TDM plan shall include an estimate of the vehicle trip
reduction anticipated for each strategy proposed based on published
research such as California Air Pollution Control Officers
Association (CAPCOA), Handbook for Analyzing Greenhouse Gas
Emission Reductions, Assessing Climate Vulnerabilities, and
Advancing Health and Equity (December 2021) (CAPCOA
Handbook). For TDM measures that require ongoing operational
strategies, the TDM plan shall include an ongoing monitoring
program to ensure the plan is implemented on an ongoing basis.

MM 4.18-3 All owner users and future tenants shall participate in
Riverside County’s Rideshare Program. The purpose of this
program is to encourage 2+ person occupancy vehicle trips and
encourage other alternative modes of transportation. Carpooling
opportunities and public transportation information shall be
advertised to employees of the building tenant. Developer and all
successors shall include the provisions of this obligation in all
leases of the Project so that all tenants shall fulfill the terms and
conditions of this mitigation measure.

MM 4.18-4 Prior to tenant building occupancy, the Project
Applicant shall assure the construction of a bus stop on the

Future owners/
tenants of the
Project’s warehouse
building

Project Applicant,
Future Warehouse

Riverside County
Planning Department

Riverside County
Planning Department

During long-term
operation of the Project’s
warehouse building

Prior to tenant building
occupancy
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roadways, any incremental increase in the need northern (westbound) side of Cajalco Road north of the Project Building Occupants
to maintain public roadway facilities would be site subject to the approval of the Riverside Transit Agency (RTA)
offset by tax revenue generated by the Project’s and the Riverside County Transportation Department (RCTD).

proposed land uses. There are no components of
the proposed Project that would result in or
require a substantial increase in expenditures by
Riverside County for public road maintenance
such that environmental impacts would result.
As such, Project impacts would be less than
significant.

Threshold e.: Construction activities associated Less than Significant
with the Project have the potential to affect with Mitigation
circulation during proposed improvements along Incorporated
Cajalco Road, Seaton Avenue, and Decker Road.
This is conservatively evaluated as a significant
impact of the Project for which mitigation would
be required. Mitigation Measure MM 4.18-1
requires the Project Applicant to prepare and
obtain Riverside County approval of a temporary
traffic control plan prior to issuance of grading
permits or improvement plans affecting Cajalco
Road, Seaton Avenue, or Decker Road.
Implementation of the required mitigation would
ensure that Project-related construction activities
would not substantially affect circulation during
the Project’s construction. With implementation
of the required mitigation, impacts would be
reduced to less-than-significant levels.

Threshold f.: Under long-term operating Less than Significant
conditions, the Project would have no effect on with Mitigation
emergency access in the local area, and impacts Incorporated

would be less than significant. However, during
proposed frontage improvements to Cajalco
Road, Seaton Avenue, and Decker Road, there
is a potential that the Project could adversely
affect emergency access or access to nearby
uses. This is conservatively evaluated as a
significant impact for which mitigation would
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be required. Mitigation Measure MM 4.18-1
requires the Project Applicant to prepare and
obtain Riverside County approval of a
temporary traffic control plan prior to issuance
of grading permits. With implementation of the
required mitigation, the Project would not result
in inadequate emergency access or access to
nearby uses during construction of
improvements along Cajalco Road, Seaton
Avenue, or Decker Road. Accordingly, with
implementation of the required mitigation,
impacts would be reduced to less-than-
significant levels.

Threshold g.: There are no planned bike trails Less-than-
along the Project site’s frontages with Cajalco Significant Impact

Road, Seaton Avenue, and Decker Road.
Notwithstanding, Cajalco Road, Seaton
Avenue, and Decker Road all could
accommodate bicycle traffic. However,
improvements to these roadways are inherent to
the Project’s construction phase, and impacts
associated with the Project’s roadway
improvements have been evaluated throughout
this EIR and, where necessary, mitigation
measures have been identified to reduce
impacts to the maximum feasible extent. There
are no impacts to the environment that would
occur specifically in relation to the Project’s
roadway frontage improvements that have not
already been addressed throughout this EIR.
Accordingly, impacts associated with the
construction of the proposed roadway
improvements (which could accommodate
bicycles) would be less than significant.

4.19 Tribal Cultural Resources

7Thf95h01f1 a.:Asa res1-.11t of the Coynty’s ) Less-than-Significant As specified by Mitigation Measures MM 4.5-1 and MM 4.5-9., As specified for As specified for As specified for
consultation efforts with local Native American Impact with Mitigation | included in EIR Subsection 4.5, Cultural Resources, shall apply. Mitigation Measures Mitigation Measures Mitigation Measures
tribes, a Tribal Cultural Resource was identified MM 4.5-1 and MM MM 4.5-1 and MM
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and the bedrock milling features found within Incorporated 4.5-9 4.5-9 MM 4.5-1 and MM 4.5-9

the Project boundary in the southern portions of
the Project site proposed for public park use are
considered to comprise contributing elements to
the landscape. As such, the Project has the
potential to result in cumulatively-considerable
impacts to a Tribal Cultural Resource on site in
the event that no efforts were made to avoid or
relocate the existing bedrock milling features
within the southern portions of the Project site.
In addition, there is a potential for the Project
Site or off-site improvement areas to contain
previously-unidentified surface or subsurface
tribal cultural resources. Accordingly, Project
impacts to the bedrock milling features in the
southern portions of the Project site that are
proposed for public park use, in addition to
potential impacts to previously undiscovered
Tribal Cultural Resources that may be present
in the Project’s on- and off-site improvement
areas, would represent a potentially significant
impact to Tribal Cultural Resources prior to
mitigation. Implementation of Mitigation
Measures MM 4.5-1 through 4.5-4 would
ensure that all site grading and disturbances are
subject to monitoring by a Project
Archaeologist and Native American Monitor.
Mitigation Measure MM 4.5-6 establishes
requirements that must be undertaken in the
event that previously undiscovered cultural
resources, including tribal cultural resources,
are uncovered during ground-disturbing
activities on site and within the Project’s off-
site improvement areas. Mitigation Measure
MM 4.5-7 establishes measures for the
appropriate treatment of cultural resources,
including tribal cultural resources, while
Mitigation Measure MM 4.5-8 requires
preparation of a Phase IV Monitoring Report to
document the results of the cultural resources
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monitoring program. Finally, Mitigation
Measure MM 4.5-9 requires compliance with
the provisions of California Health and Safety
Code § 7050.5 and Public Resources Code

§ 5097 et. seq. in the event that human remains,
including human remains that may be
considered tribal cultural resources, are
uncovered during site grading activities.
Implementation of Mitigation Measures MM
4.5-1 through MM 4.5-9 would reduce the
Project’s direct and cumulatively-considerable
impacts to previously-undiscovered tribal
cultural resources to below a level of
significance. In addition, and although the
resources that occur on the Project site do not
meet CEQA’s definition of significant
archaeological resources based on the criteria
listed in Section 15064.5 of the State CEQA
Guidelines, the Project also would be subject to
EIR Mitigation Measure 4.5-5, which would
ensure that the bedrock milling features
associated with Sites CA-RIV-8681/P-33-
016534 and CA-RIV-8683/H/P-33-016536 are
relocated on site within a permanent open space
area to the extent feasible, and further requires
the implementation of controlled grading to
avoid impacts to these resources. Therefore,
with implementation of the mitigation measures
identified in EIR Subsection 4.4, Project
impacts to previously-undiscovered tribal
cultural resources would be less than
significant.

4.20 Utilities and Service Systems

Threshold a.: Although the Project would Less-than- Impacts would be less than significant; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
require construction of new or expanded water, Significant Impact measures are not required.
wastewater conveyance, and stormwater
drainage systems, impacts associated with the
construction of such facilities have been
evaluated throughout this EIR under the
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appropriate subject headings (e.g., air quality,
biological resources, etc.). Where significant
direct or cumulative impacts are identified,
mitigation measures have been imposed to
reduce the Project’s impacts to the maximum
feasible extent. There are no environmental
impacts that would occur specifically related to
the Project’s proposed water, sewer, and
drainage improvements that have not already
been addressed. As such, with the mitigation
measures specified in this EIR, Project impacts
due to water, sewer, and drainage
improvements would be less than significant.
Additionally, the Project’s wastewater
generation would represent approximately 1.9%
of the current available treatment capacity at the
Moreno Valley RWRF. Accordingly, the
Project would not result in or require the
expansion of the existing facilities at the
Moreno Valley RWRF, and impacts would
therefore be less than significant.

Threshold b.: Based on present information and Less-than-

the assurance that EMWD is engaged in Significant Impact
identifying solutions that, when combined with
the rest of its supply portfolio, will ensure a
reliable long-term water supply for its member
agencies, EMWD has determined that it will be
able to provide adequate water supplies to meet
the potable water demand for the proposed
Project as part of its existing and future
demands. Accordingly, sufficient water supplies
are available to serve the Project and reasonably
foreseeable future development during normal,
dry, and multiple dry years. The Project’s effect
on EMWD'’s regional water network would be
less than significant. In addition, the Project
would result in an increase in demand for
potable water, which has the potential to
contribute to the need for expansion of EMWD
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and/or MWD facilities. However, the EMWD
has adequate capacity for desalination and
wastewater treatment requiring no expansion of
any existing facilities; the EMWD has adequate
capacity to treat wastewater generated by the
Project and other cumulative developments; and
the MWD is implementing programs to reduce
its import of water from the Colorado River and
via the SWP. As such, the Project’s demand for
potable water sources also would not result in
significant physical environmental effects.

Threshold c.: Impacts associated with the Less-than-
Project’s proposed sewer improvements are Significant Impact
inherent to the Project’s construction phase, and
impacts have been evaluated throughout this
EIR under the appropriate subject headings
(e.g., air quality, biological resources, etc.).
Where significant direct or cumulative impacts
are identified, mitigation measures have been
imposed to reduce the Project’s impacts to the
maximum feasible extent. There are no
environmental impacts that would occur
specifically related to the Project’s proposed
sewer improvements that have not already been
addressed in pertinent sections of this EIR. As
such, with the mitigation measures specified in
this EIR, Project impacts due to proposed sewer
improvements would be less than significant.

Threshold d.: The Project’s wastewater Less-than-
generation would represent approximately 1.9% Significant Impact
of the current available daily treatment capacity
at the Moreno Valley RWRF. Accordingly, the
Project would not result in or require the
expansion of the existing facilities at the
Moreno Valley RWRF, and impacts would
therefore be less than significant.

Threshold e.: Regional solid waste facilities Less-than-
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would have adequate capacity to handle solid Significant Impact

waste generated by the Project’s construction
and operational phases. The Project would not
generate solid waste in excess of State or local
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals.
Accordingly, impacts would be less than
significant.

Threshold f.: With mandatory compliance to Less-than-
AB 939, AB 341, and RCDWR’s programs and Significant Impact
policies, the Project would not result in a
significant impact due to noncompliance with
regulations related to solid waste. A less-than-
significant impact would occur.

Threshold g.: Impacts associated with the
construction or expansion of utility facilities Less-than-
would be less than significant or otherwise Significant Impact
mitigated to the maximum feasible extent by
this EIR. No additional mitigation would be

required.

4.21 Wildfire

Threshold a.: The Project site and surrounding Less-than- Significant impacts would not occur; therefore, mitigation N/A N/A N/A
areas are not identified as evacuation routes, Significant Impact measures are not required.

and the Project has no potential to conflict with
the Riverside County LHMP. During
construction and at Project build-out, the
proposed Project would be required to maintain
adequate access for emergency vehicles.
Accordingly, the Project would not impair
implementation of or physically interfere with
an adopted emergency response plan or an
emergency evacuation plan, and impacts would
be less than significant.

Threshold b and e.: The Project would Less-than-
accommodate on-site defensible space to limit Significant Impact
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fire hazards. Accordingly, the Project would not
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby would not
expose Project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the
uncontrolled spread of a wildfire. Additionally,
the Project would not expose people or
structures, either directly or indirectly, to a
significant risk of loss, injury, or death
involving wildland fires. Impacts would be less
than significant.

Threshold c.: Improvements proposed as part of Less-than-

the Project would include fuel management Significant Impact
zones that would consist of asphalt and concrete
roadways, drive aisles, parking stalls, loading
zones, and irrigated landscaping. Potential
impacts associated with development of the
Project site, including the construction of fuel
management zones have been evaluated
throughout this EIR under the appropriate
subject heading (e.g., biological resources, etc.),
and mitigation measures are identified where
necessary to reduce impacts to below a level of
significance. Accordingly, the Project would
not exacerbate fire risk or involve
improvements that may result in temporary or
ongoing impacts to the environment that have
not already been addressed throughout this EIR,
and impacts would therefore be less than

significant.
Threshold d.: Under existing and proposed Less-than-
conditions, the Project site exhibits little Significant Impact

topographic variation, and development on the
site as proposed would not involve any uses
containing natural vegetation or other features
subject to wildland fire hazards. Thus,
improvements proposed as part of the Project
would not result in an increase in wildfire
hazard-related risks, including downslope or

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page $-79




.. Cajalco Commerce Center
B | Environmental Impact Report

S. 0 Executive Summary

SUMMARY OF IMPACTS

SIGNIFICANCE
DETERMINATION

MITIGATION MEASURES (MM)

RESPONSIBLE
PARTIES

MONITORING
PARTIES

IMPLEMENTATION
STAGE

downstream flooding or landslides, as a result
of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PurPOSES OF CEQA AND LEGAL AUTHORITY FOR THIS EIR

This Environmental Impact Report (EIR) complies with the California Environmental Quality Act (Public
Resources Code (PRC) Section (§) 2100 et. seq. (“CEQA”) as amended, and the CEQA State Guidelines (Title
14 California Code of Regulations (CCR) § 15000 et. seq.) (“CEQA Guidelines”) as amended. As stated by
State CEQA Guidelines § 15002(a), the basic purposes of CEQA are to:

e Inform governmental decision makers and the public about the potential, significant environmental
effects of proposed government actions (including the discretionary approval of land entitlement
applications submitted by private parties);

e Identify the ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced;

e Prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects through the
use of alternatives or mitigation measures when the governmental agency finds the changes to be
feasible; and

e Disclose to the public the reasons why a governmental agency approved the project in the manner the
agency chose if a project will be approved involving significant environmental effects.

The public agency with the principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a project or the first public
agency to make a discretionary decision to proceed with a proposed project should ordinarily act as the “Lead
Agency” pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines §§ 15050-15051. The County of Riverside is the Lead Agency
for the proposed Project evaluated in this EIR.

Under CEQA, if a Lead Agency determines that there is substantial evidence in light of the whole record that
a project may have a significant effect on the environment, the agency must prepare an EIR (State CEQA
Guidelines § 15064(a)(1)). The purpose of an EIR is to inform public agency decision-makers and the public
of the potentially significant environmental effects of a project, identify possible ways to minimize the
significant effects, and describe reasonable alternatives to the project (State CEQA Guidelines § 15121(a)).

This EIR is an informational document that represents the independent judgment of the County of Riverside
(as the Lead Agency) for use by the Riverside County decision-makers, responsible and trustee agencies, and
members of the general public to evaluate the physical environmental effects that could result from
constructing and operating the proposed Project. The County of Riverside has reviewed and, as necessary,
directed revisions to all submitted drafts, technical studies, and reports supporting this EIR for consistency
with County policies and requirements to ensure that this EIR reflects the County’s own independent judgment.
Governmental approvals requested from the County of Riverside by the Project Applicant include:

1. Adoption by resolution of a Foundation Component General Plan Amendment (GPA No. 240005);
2. Adoption by ordinance of a Change of Zone (CZ 2200062);
3. Adoption by resolution of Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601); and
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4. Adoption by resolution of Plot Plan No. 220050 (PPT 220050).

Other related discretionary and administrative actions that are required to construct and operate the Project
described in this EIR are listed in Section 3.0, Project Description. This document complies with all criteria,
standards, and procedures of CEQA §§ 21000 et seq. and State CEQA Guidelines §§ 15000 et seq.

As a first step in the CEQA compliance process, Riverside County determined that implementation of the
Project has the potential to result in significant environmental effects, and a Project EIR, as defined by State
CEQA Guidelines § 15161, is required. As stated in State CEQA Guidelines § 15161, a Project EIR should
“...focus primarily on the changes in the environment that would result from the development project” and
“...examine all phases of the project including planning, construction, and operation.” This EIR represents the
independent judgment of Riverside County (as the Lead Agency) and evaluates the physical environmental
effects that could result from constructing and operating the proposed Project. Acting as Lead Agency,
Riverside County will: a) evaluate this EIR to determine if the Project’s physical environmental impacts are
adequately disclosed; b) assess the adequacy and feasibility of identified mitigation measures and the potential
addition, modification to, or deletion of mitigation measures, standard conditions of approval, or Project design
features; c) consider alternatives to the Project that would reduce or eliminate significant environmental effects
of the Project; and, if necessary, d) consider Project benefits that may override the Project’s unavoidable and
unmitigable significant effects on the environment.

Accordingly, and in conformance with State CEQA Guidelines § 15121(a), the purposes of this EIR are to:
(1) disclose information by informing public agency decision makers and the public generally of the significant
environmental effects associated with all phases of the Project; (2) identify possible ways to minimize or avoid
those significant effects; and (3) to describe a reasonable range of alternatives to the Project that would feasibly
attain most of the basic Project objectives but would avoid or substantially lessen its significant environmental
effects.

Before taking action to approve the Project, the County of Riverside (serving as the Lead Agency) has the
obligation to: (1) ensure this EIR has been completed in accordance with CEQA; (2) review and consider the
information contained in this EIR as part of its decision making process; (3) make a statement that this EIR
reflects Riverside County’s independent judgment; (4) ensure that all significant effects on the environment
are avoided or substantially lessened where feasible; and, if necessary (5) make written findings for each
unavoidable significant environmental effect stating the reasons why mitigation measures or project
alternatives identified in this EIR are infeasible and citing the specific benefits of the proposed Project that
outweigh its unavoidable adverse effects (State CEQA Guidelines §§ 15090-15093).

The roles and responsibilities of the County of Riverside Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors for
Project-related approvals are as follows.

e The Planning Commission: The Planning Commission will recommend to the Board of Supervisors
whether the Project’s applications, which include a Foundation Component GPA (GPA No. 240005),
CZ 2200062, PPT 220050, and TPM 38601 should be approved, modified, or denied, and will
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recommend to the Board of Supervisors whether to certify the Final EIR (FEIR) with or without
modifications.

e Board of Supervisors: The Board of Supervisors will decide whether to approve, modify, or deny the
Project’s Foundation Component GPA (GPA No. 240005), CZ 2200062, PPT 220050, and TPM
38601. The Project’s applications for CZ 2200062 and PPT 220050 cannot be fully approved by the
Board of Supervisors until and unless the County first approves the Project’s Foundation Component
GPA. Because General Plans can only be amended up to four times per calendar year, it is anticipated
that the Project’s applications would be tentatively approved by the Riverside County Board of
Supervisors, with final approval of the Project’s applications occurring as part the County’s 8-year
General Plan Amendment review cycle, which is occurring in 2024. As part of the tentative approval
and during final approval pursuant to the General Plan Amendment review cycle, the Project-related
approvals will be subject to noticed public hearings held before the Board of Supervisors.

This EIR and its supporting technical appendices are available for review at the Riverside County Planning
Department, 4080 Lemon Street, 12" Floor, Riverside, CA 92501, during the County’s regular business hours,
can be requested in electronic form by contacting the County Planning Department, or can be accessed from
the Planning Department’s main web page (https://planning.rctlma.org/) under the “CEQA Environmental
Noticing” heading during the public review period for this EIR. Website addresses for reference material
citations provided in EIR Section 7.0, References, are for convenience. Cited reference material is available in
electronic form and can be viewed at the Riverside County Planning Department and can be requested by
contacting the County Planning Department.

1.2 SUMMARY OF THE PROJECT EVALUATED BY THIS EIR

Riverside County is the Lead Agency for the proposed Project, under whose authority this EIR has been
prepared. For purposes of this EIR, the term “Project” refers to the Project’s discretionary applications and the
discretionary actions required to implement the Cajalco Commerce Center Project, as proposed, and all of the
activities associated with its implementation including planning, construction, and ongoing operations.

The Project site that is the subject of this EIR comprises two noncontiguous properties comprised of several
parcels of land collectively totaling 64.97 gross acres in size and that are located south of Cajalco Road, west
of Seaton Avenue, and east and west of Decker Road within the Mead Valley Area Plan (MVAP) portion of
unincorporated Riverside County. The Project as evaluated herein consists of application for a Foundation
Component General Plan Amendment (GPA No. 240005), Change of Zone (CZ 2200062), Plot Plan (PPT
220050), and Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601) to allow for development of the 64.97 gross acre
property with a 1,003,510 square-foot (s.f.) warehouse building on 44.66 net acres and a public park on
approximately 13.33 net acres, along with approximately 6.98 acres of proposed right-of-way (ROW)
dedications. The site proposed for development with the warehouse building is located at the southwest corner
of Seaton Avenue and Cajalco Road, between Seaton Avenue and Decker Road, while the site proposed for
the public park occurs both east and west of Decker Road, approximately 185 feet south of the proposed
warehouse building site. Property controlled by Metropolitan Water District (MWD) separates the proposed
warehouse site from the proposed public park site.
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Access to the warehouse building site is proposed via two driveways planned to connect with Decker Road
(from north to south, Driveways 1 and 2) and three driveways planned to connect with Seaton Avenue (from
north to south, Driveways 3 through 5). Driveways 1 and 2 at Decker Road, as well as Driveway 4 at Seaton
Avenue (i.e., the central driveway along Seaton Avenue), would be restricted to passenger vehicles only.
Driveways 3 and 5 at Seaton Avenue (i.e., the northern and southern driveways) would serve passenger
vehicles, trucks, and tractor trailers. Driveway 3 ultimately may or may not be constructed, and if constructed
would be restricted to right-in/right-out access only through the construction of a raised median along this
portion of Seaton Avenue. Access to the proposed public park site would be accommodated via driveways and
parking lots proposed to extend east and west from the southern extension of Decker Road. In addition to on-
site improvements, up to approximately 21.82 acres of off-site Project-related disturbance area are anticipated
for roadway and infrastructure improvements that the County may require the Project Applicant to install in
whole in part associated with the Project’s construction, along Cajalco Road/Cajalco Expressway, Seaton
Avenue, Decker Road, and Rider Street.

Riverside County is the Lead Agency for the proposed Project, under whose authority this EIR has been
prepared. The Project Applicant is requesting the following governmental approvals from Riverside County to
allow for development of the Project (refer to Chapter 3.0, Project Description, for a complete description of
the Project’s construction and operational characteristics):

¢ Foundation Component General Plan Amendment (GPA No. 240005): Under existing conditions,
approximately 4.7 acres in the northeastern portion of the northern portion of the Project site are
designated by the Riverside County General Plan for “Community Development — Commercial Retail
(CD-CR)” land uses, while the remaining +/- 60.3 acres of the Project site are designated for “Rural
Community — Very Low Density Residential (RC-VLDR)” land uses. The Project Applicant is
proposing a Foundation Component General Plan Amendment to re-designate the northern 44.66 net
acres of the Project site to “Community Development — Light Industrial (CD-LI)” land uses, and to re-
designate the southern 13.33 net acres of the Project site for “Open Space — Recreation (OS-R)” land
uses. The CD-LI land use designation allows for a wide variety of industrial and related uses, including
assembly and light manufacturing, repair and other service facilities, warechousing, distribution centers,
and supporting retail uses, with building intensities ranging from 0.25 to 0.6 Floor Area Ratio (FAR).
The OS-R land use designation allows for active and passive recreational uses such as parks, trails,
campgrounds, athletic fields, golf courses, and off-road vehicle parks, along with ancillary structures
that may be permitted for recreational opportunities. The Project’s Foundation Component GPA would
be subject to the procedures outlined in the County’s General Plan Administrative Element, which
requires among other items that Foundation Component General Plan Amendments be initiated by the
Board of Supervisors.

e Change of Zone No. 2200062 (CZ 2200062): The Riverside County Zoning Ordinance (Ordinance
No. 348), which is part of the County’s Municipal Code, assigns a zoning classification to all properties
in the County boundaries. All development within the County is required, by law, to comply with the
provisions of the Zoning Ordinance. Under existing conditions, approximately 4.7 acres in the
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northeast portion of the Project site are zoned for “Rural Residential, Minimum ’2-Acre Lot Sizes (R-
R-1/2),” while the remaining +/- 60.3 acres of the Project site are zoned for “Light Agriculture,
Minimum 1-acre Lot Sizes (A-1-1).” As part of CZ 2200062 the northern 44.66 net acres of the Project
site would be rezoned from “A-1-1" and “R-R-1/2” to “Industrial Park (I-P).” No changes are proposed
to the existing zoning classification assigned to the southern 13.33 net acres of the Project site, as the
existing “A-1-1” zoning classification for this portion of the Project site already allows for the proposed
public park use. The I-P zoning classification allows for a variety of industrial and manufacturing uses,
along with service and commercial uses and other specialized land uses that require the approval of a
conditional use permit, such as recycling processing facilities.

e Plot Plan No. 220050 (PPT 220050): The Project Applicant is proposing to develop approximately
44.66 net acres in the northern portions of the Project site with one light industrial warehouse building
with a total building area of 1,003,510 square feet, in addition to a public park proposed on
approximately 13.33 net acres in the southern portions of the Project site. Section 10.1 of Riverside
County Ordinance No. 348, which establishes permitted uses within the I-P zone, allows for industrial
uses with approval of an Industrial Park Plot Plan. Accordingly, Plot Plan No. 220050 (PPT 220050)
is proposed to allow for the development of an industrial warehouse building. PPT 220050 also would
allow for the construction of a public park in the southern portions of the site on property zoned A-1-
1. Substantive components of PPT 220050 are discussed in Section 3.0, Project Description.

o Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601): Tentative Parcel Map No. 38601 (TPM 38601) is
proposed to consolidate the existing parcels within the northern 50.04 gross-acres of the Project site
into a single parcel on 44.66 net acres, and to accommodate approximately 6.98 acres of public ROW

dedications along the Project site’s frontages with Cajalco Expressway, Seaton Avenue, and Decker
Road.

1.3 CEQA PROCESS OVERVIEW

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Public Resources Code, Sections 21000- 21177) requires
that all public agencies within the State of California, having land use approval over project activities that have
the potential to affect the quality of the environment, shall regulate such activities so that impacts to the
environment can be prevented to the extent feasible. Such activity is reviewed and monitored through the
CEQA process, as provided in the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Division
6, Chapter 3, Sections 15000-15387). CEQA distinguishes varied levels of documentation and public review
based on a project’s anticipated level of effect on the environment.

When it is determined through preliminary review that a project may likely have one or more significant effects
upon the environment, then an Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) must be prepared. This document serves
as an EIR for the proposed Cajalco Commerce Center project. For purposes of this EIR, the term “Project”
refers to all actions associated with implementation of the Cajalco Commerce Center Project including its
planning, construction, and ongoing operations. The term “Project Applicant” used herein refers to Industrial
VI Enterprises LLC, which is the entity that submitted applications to Riverside County to entitle the Project.
The term “Project site” refers to the property upon which the Project is proposed. The public agency with the
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principal responsibility for carrying out or approving a project or the first public agency to make a discretionary
decision to proceed with a proposed project should ordinarily act as the Lead Agency pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15050-15051. The term “Lead Agency” used herein refers to the County of Riverside.
Throughout this document, the terms “Draft EIR” and “Final EIR” may be used interchangeably since both
are part of the ultimate EIR record; however, “Draft EIR” may be used specifically when referring to
information provided in the volume made available for the CEQA-required 45-day public review period.

Under CEQA, the “scope” of the EIR may be determined through preparation of an Initial Study and a public
scoping process. An Initial Study is not required, however, when the Lead Agency decides to prepare an EIR
covering the full scope of a project’s potential environmental effects, as the County selected to do in the case
of the proposed Project and this EIR. The EIR should consider both the potential project-specific (direct and
indirect) and cumulative environmental impacts that could result from implementation of the proposed project.

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines § 15121, the EIR is primarily an informational document intended to
inform the public agency decision-makers and the general public of the potentially significant effects of a
proposed project. The EIR should disclose all known potentially significant impacts; identify feasible means
to minimize or mitigate those effects; and consider a number of feasible alternatives to the project that might
further reduce significant impacts while still attaining the project objectives. The decision-makers must
consider the information in an EIR before taking action on a proposed project. The EIR may constitute
substantial evidence in the record to support the agency’s action on the project.

The EIR is prepared by or under the direction of the Lead Agency, which for the proposed Project is Riverside
County. Riverside County is the public agency that has the primary responsibility for approving or carrying
out the Project. Further, Responsible and Trustee Agencies, which are public agencies that have a level of
discretionary approval over some component of the proposed Project, may rely upon the EIR prepared by the
Riverside County.

An EIR is prepared in two key stages. First, a Draft EIR is prepared and distributed for public and agency
review. Once comments on the Draft EIR are received, responses to those comments and any additional
relevant project information are prepared and compiled in a Final EIR. Both of these documents (i.e., the Draft
EIR and the Final EIR), along with any related technical appendices, represent the complete record of the EIR.
Throughout this document, the terms Final EIR or Draft EIR may be used interchangeably since both are part
of the ultimate EIR record; however, “Draft EIR” may be used specifically when referring to information
provided in the volume made available for the CEQA-required 45-day public review period.

In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines § 15087, this Draft EIR will be made available for review by the
public and public agencies for a minimum period of 45 days to provide comments “on the sufficiency of the
document in identifying and analyzing the possible impacts on the environment and ways in which the
significant effects of the project might be avoided or mitigated” (State CEQA Guidelines § 152049(a)). Upon
request, the County also will provide interpretive services for any information requests made in languages
other than English. During the 45-day review period, comments on the content of the Draft EIR can be
submitted to:
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County of Riverside — Planning Department
Attn: Russell Brady, Contract Planner
4080 Lemon Street, 12" Floor
Riverside, CA 92502-1409
Email: rbrady@rivco.org

Public comments should be focused “on the sufficiency of the document in identifying and analyzing the
possible impacts on the environment and ways in which the significant effects of the project might be avoided
or mitigated” (State CEQA Guidelines Section 152049(a)).

Following the Draft EIR’s 45-day public review period, the County will then respond in writing to all submitted
comments pertaining to an environmental effect and publish a Final EIR. Before taking action to approve the
Project, Riverside County (serving as the Lead Agency) has the obligation to: (1) ensure this EIR has been
completed in accordance with CEQA; (2) review and consider the information contained in this EIR as part of
its decision-making process; (3) make a statement that this EIR reflects the County of Riverside’s independent
judgment; (4) ensure that all significant effects on the environment are avoided or substantially lessened where
feasible; and, if necessary (5) make written findings for each unavoidable significant environmental effect
stating the reasons why mitigation measures or project alternatives identified in this EIR are infeasible and
citing the specific benefits of the proposed Project that outweigh its unavoidable adverse effects (State CEQA
Guidelines Sections 15090-15093).

Project-related decision-making hearings will be subject to noticed public hearings held before the County’s
Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors. During the decision-making processes, the Project and its
design features, objectives, merits, environmental consequences, and socioeconomic factors, among other
information contained in the Project’s administrative record, will be considered by Riverside County. The
Planning Commission will conduct a publicly-noticed hearing and will make a recommendation to the Board
of Supervisors as to whether to approve, approve with changes, or deny approval of the Project’s Foundation
Component GPA No. 240005, CZ 2000062, PPT 220050, and TPM 38601. Following the Planning
Commission hearing, the Board of Supervisors will subsequently hold a publicly-noticed hearing to decide
whether to tentatively approve the Project, tentatively approve the Project with changes, or not approve the
proposed Project. Following tentative approval of the Project by the Board of Supervisors, the Project’s
proposed Foundation Component GPA would be considered as part of a quarterly County General Plan
Amendment Cycle. Upon full approval of the Project and certification of the Final EIR by the Board of
Supervisors, Riverside County and other public agencies with permitting authority over all, or portions of, the
Project would be able to rely on the Final EIR as part of their permitting and approval processes to evaluate
the environmental effects of the Project as they pertain to the approval, conditional approval, or denial of
applicable permits. County staff also would rely on the certified Final EIR to subsequently conduct
administrative level reviews for implementing permits and approvals.
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1.4 EIR SCcoOPE, FORMAT, AND CONTENT
1.4.1 EIR SCOPE

As a first step in the CEQA compliance process and pursuant to the procedural requirements of CEQA, on
June 30, 2023, Riverside County filed a Notice of Preparation (NOP) with the California Office of Planning
and Research (State Clearinghouse) and the Riverside County Clerk to indicate that an EIR would be prepared
to evaluate the Project’s potential to impact the environment. The NOP also was distributed to potential
responsible and trustee agencies and other interested parties for a 30-day public review period that commenced
on June 30, 2023. The purpose of distributing the NOP was to solicit responses in order to assist the County in
identifying the full scope and range of potential environmental concerns associated with the Project so that
these issues could be fully examined in this EIR. Comments on the NOP were received from the following
interested parties:

e State of California Department of Justice

e Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC)

e (California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

e South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)

e Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD)
e CARECA

e Riverside County Department of Waste Resources

e City of Riverside Public Works Department

e Riverside Transit Agency

e Riverside Neighbors Opposing Warehouses (RNOW)

e Rural Association of Mead Valley (RAMV — Debbie Walsh)
e Center for Community Action and Environmental Justice (CCAEJ)
e Patrick Hsu

e Shanowa and Ashley De La Cruz

e Franco Pacheco

e Michael McCarthy

In addition, a publicly-noticed EIR Scoping Meeting was held at the Riverside County Administrative Center,
located at 4080 Lemon Street, Riverside, California, 92501 on July 24, 2022, with public participation
available in person and via Zoom login. The Scoping Meeting provided interested parties an additional
opportunity to comment on the scope of environmental issues to be addressed in this EIR.

An Initial Study was not prepared for the proposed Project because the County determined that an EIR was
required to evaluate all of the Project’s potential environmental effects. As such, this EIR evaluates all of the
environmental topics identified in Appendix G to the State CEQA Guidelines and in the County’s standard
Environmental Assessment Checklist form. Based on Appendix G and the County’s Environmental
Assessment Checklist form, and in consideration of all comments received by Riverside County on the NOP
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and during the EIR Scoping Meeting, Section 4.0 of this EIR evaluates the Project’s potential to cause adverse
effects to the following environmental topic areas:

e Aesthetics e Mineral Resources

e Agriculture and Forestry Resources e Noise

e Air Quality e Paleontological Resources

e Biological Resources e Population and Housing

e Cultural Resources e Public Services

e Energy e Recreation

e Geology and Soils e Transportation

e Greenhouse Gas Emissions e Tribal Cultural Resources

e Hazards and Hazardous Materials e Utilities and Service Systems
e Hydrology and Water Quality e  Wildfire

e Land Use and Planning

The Project’s potential to result in growth-inducing impacts is discussed in Section 5.0, Other CEQA
Considerations, of this EIR.

The NOP, public review distribution list, and written comments received by the County of Riverside during
the NOP public review period are provided in Technical Appendix A to this EIR. Please refer to Table 1-1,
Summary of NOP Comments, for summarized comments received during the NOP public review period. The
purpose of this table is to present a summary of the environmental topics that were expressed by public agencies
and interested parties to be of primary interest. Table 1-1 is not intended to list every comment received by
the County during the NOP review period. Regardless of whether or not an environmental or CEQA-related
comment is listed in the table, all relevant comments received in response to the NOP and during the EIR
Scoping Meeting are addressed in this EIR.

Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments

Location in EIR Where
Commenter Date Comments i) AGcss]
State
State of California | July 19,2023 ¢ Recommends use of Attorney General’s 4.3, Air Quality; 4.8,
Department of Bureau of Environmental Justice best Greenhouse Gas Emissions;
Justice practices and mitigation measures for 4.11, Land Use and
warehouse projects Planning
o States that trucks emit nitrogen oxide
which contributes to disease and
premature death
o  States that priority should be placed on
avoiding land use conflicts between
warehouses and sensitive receptors
o  States that priority should be placed on
mitigating impacts of any unavoidable
Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Table 1-1

Summary of NOP Comments

Commenter

Date

Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed

land use conflicts

Requests that measures to reduce
emissions associated with the project
should be considered to help the State
meet its air quality goals

States that a distant warehouse may also
impact sensitive receptors if trucks must
pass near them to visit the warehouse

Native American
Heritage
Commission

July 20, 2023 .

Recommends consultation with California
Native American tribes that are
traditionally and culturally affiliated with
the geographic area of the proposed
Project

Notes AB 52 requirements, SB 18
provisions, and recommendations for the
preparation of cultural resource
assessments.

4.5, Cultural Resources;
4.19, Tribal Cultural
Resources

California
Department of Fish
and Wildlife
(CDFW)

July 28, 2023 .

Recommends an assessment of habitat
types within and around the Project site
Recommends the EIR include an
assessment of flora and fauna within and
adjacent to the Project site

Recommends a general biological
inventory of fish, amphibian, reptile, bird,
and mammal species present or have the
potential to be present within each habitat
type onsite and within adjacent areas that
could be affected by the Project
Recommends a complete, recent inventory
of rare, threatened, endangered, and other
sensitive species located within the Project
footprint and within offsite areas with the
potential to be affected, including
California Species of Special Concern
(CSSC) and California Fully Protected
Species

Recommends a thorough, recent, floristic-
based assessment of special status plants
and natural communities

Requests information on the regional
setting, with special emphasis on resources
rare or unique to the region

Requests a full accounting of all open
space and mitigation/conservation lands
within and adjacent to the Project

For all comments:
4.4, Biological Resources

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments

Location in EIR Where

Commenter Date Comments Comment(s) Addressed

o Requests a discussion of potential impacts
from lighting, noise, human activity,
defensible space, and wildlife-human
interactions

e Requests a discussion of potential indirect
Project impacts on biological resources,
including resources in areas adjacent to the
Project footprint

e Requests an evaluation of impacts to on-
site and adjacent open space lands from
both the construction of the Project and
any long-term operational and
maintenance needs

o Recommends a cumulative effects analysis
and appropriate mitigation

o  States that a CESA Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) must be obtained if the Project has
the potential to result in “take” of State-
listed CESA species, either through
construction or over the life of the Project

e Recommends early consultation, as
significant modification to the proposed
Project and avoidance, minimization, and
mitigation measures may be necessary to
obtain a CESA ITP

o  States that the Proposed Project is within
the Western Riverside County Multiple
Species Habitat Conservation Plan

o  States that the Project is located within the
MSHCEP Ceriteria Area

o  States that the County is obligated to
notify the Western Riverside County
Regional Conservation Authority (RCA),
through the Joint Project/Acquisition
Review Process

¢ Recommends the EIR identify the specific
Area Plan and Area Plan Subunit within
which the Project is located, and the
associated Planning Species and
Biological Issues and Considerations that
may apply to the Project

¢ Recommends the County demonstrate how
the Project is consistent with Section 7.0
of the MSHCP

o  Recommends that for projects proposed

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Table 1-1

Summary of NOP Comments

Commenter Date

Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed

inside the MSHCP Criteria Area, the EIR
should include a discussion of the Project
and its consistency with Covered
Activities

Recommends the DEIR include a
discussion of the Project and MSHCP
Allowable Uses (Section 7.4) and
Conditionally Compatible Uses (Section
7.4.2) in MSHCP Conservation Area such
as trails

Recommends referring to the procedures
described in Protection of Species
Associated with Riparian/Riverine Areas
and Vernal Pools section (MSHCP Section
6.1.2)

States that the MSHCP identifies that
assessment of these areas include
identification and mapping of
riparian/riverine areas and vernal pools
States that the Project site has the potential
to provide suitable foraging and/or nesting
habitat for burrowing owl

States that the County is required to
implement the Urban/Wildlands Interface
Guidelines (MSHCP Section 6.1.4)

States that the Project occurs within the
Stephens’ kangaroo rat Habitat
Conservation Plan (SKR HCP) fee area
boundary

States that drainage features may traverse
some of the parcels within the Project’s
scope and it is likely that the Project
applicant will need to notify CDFW per
Fish and Game Code Section 1602
Recommends incorporation of water-wise
concepts in Project landscape design plans
Requests reporting of any special status
species and natural communities detected
during Project surveys to the California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)
States that the Project would have an
impact on fish and/or wildlife, and
assessment of filing fees is necessary

Regional

South Coast Air | July27,2023 |

Recommends use of SCAQMD’s CEQA

| For all comments:

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed

Quality Air Quality handbook and website be used | 4.3, Air Quality

Management as guidance in preparing the air quality

District analysis and greenhouse gas analysis

(SCAQMD) ¢ Recommends use of CalEEMod land use
emissions software

e Recommends criteria pollutant emissions
be compared to SCAQMD’s CEQA
regional pollutant emissions significance
thresholds and local significant thresholds

o Requests identification of air quality
impacts from all phases of the Project and
all air pollutant sources

e Recommends a mobile source health risk
assessment be prepared

e  Requests identification of SCAQMD as
Responsible Agency should permits be
required

o  Expresses concern about public health
impacts of siting Projects within close
proximity to sensitive land uses

o Requests that in the event of significant air
quality impacts, mitigation measures go
beyond what is required by law

e Recommends specific mitigation measures
for operation air quality impacts

e Recommends specific design
considerations to reduce air quality and
health risk impacts

e Informs of the requirement to comply with
Rule 2305

Metropolitan Water | July 28, 2023 o  States that MWD owns and operates the 4.10, Hydrology and Water

District of Southern Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA) located Quality; 4.11 Land Use and

California (MWD) along Decker Road within the Planning
Metropolitan fee-owned property

o  Expresses concern about potential impacts
to the Colorado River Aqueduct

o States that MWD must be allowed to
maintain its rights-of-way and access to its
facilities and properties at all times

o Notes requirement to submit design plans
to MWD’s Substructures Team for review
and written approval to avoid conflicts
with MWD’s rights-of-way

e Provides copy of “Guidelines for
Improvements and Construction Projects

Commenter Date Comments

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Table 1-1

Environmental Impact Report

Summary of NOP Comments

1.0 Introduction

Commenter Date

Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed

Proposed in the Area of Metropolitan’s
Facilities and Rights-of-Way”

Requests that Riverside County avoid
potential impacts to the CRA, or where
applicable, propose mitigation measures to
offset potential impacts

States that appropriate property rights
must be obtained from MWD

States that no work or studies can be done
within MWD’s property prior to the
execution of an appropriate agreement
Recommends that the EIR include
reference to MWD’s property and granting
of an agreement

Recommends that the EIR acknowledge
MWD as a potential responsible agency
per State CEQA Guidelines Section
15124(d)(A)

Recommends projects within MWD’s
service area to include water conservation
measures

Recommends mitigation measures such as
water efficient fixtures, drought tolerant
landscaping, and reclaimed water use

CARE CA

July 31, 2023 .

Requests clearly articulated assumptions
as part of the Project Description
Expresses concern about air quality and
public health; requests preparation of a
Health Risk Assessment

References the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) recommended design
measures

Requests a mobile source Health Risk
Assessment (HRA)

Requests that mitigation measures be
effective and enforceable and that they
incorporate modern technology
Requests imposition of all feasible
mitigation and study of reasonable range
of alternatives, including at least two
environmentally superior alternatives to
the Project

Requests discussion to offset the Project’s
GHG emissions, including use of white
paint to cool the building and reduce the

3.0, Project Description

4.3 Air Quality

4.3 Air Quality

4.3 Air Quality

Throughout Section 4.0,
Environmental Analysis

6.0, Alternatives

4.8, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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that the site is an SB 535 disadvantaged
community

Expresses concern about displacement of
residents in an area that is predominantly
Hispanic

Requests that the EIR address the
California Fair Employment and Housing
Act (FEHA)

Requests that the EIR address SB 330
Housing Crisis Act requirements

Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments
Location in EIR Where
Commenter Date Comments i) AGK
need for internal air conditioning
Local
Riverside County July 6, 2023 Recommends that the EIR consider For all comments: 4.20,
Department of quantitatively analyzing the Project’s Utilities and Service
Waste Resources potential to exceed the local landfills’ Systems
daily permitted capacity
Informs of El Sobrante Landfill, Lamb
Canyon Landfill, and Badlands Landfill
locations and disposal capacity
Informs of the requirement to comply with
AB 75
Recommends measures to help reduce the
Project’s anticipated solid waste impacts
City of Riverside July 20, 2023 Requests additional information on truck 3.0, Project Description,
Public Works restrictions to eliminate cut-thru traffic and 4.18, Transportation
Department along Cajalco Road and La Sierra Avenue
Riverside Transit July 6, 2023 Recommends an ADA compliant bus For all comments:
Agency turnout on the southeast corner of Cajalco | 4.18, Transportation
and Decker Road
Recommends a traffic signal and
crosswalk at the southeast corner of
Cajalco and Decker Road
Organizations
Riverside July 24, 2023 Expresses concern about regional 2.0, Environmental Setting
Neighbors oversaturation of warehouses in the
Opposing 215/60 corridor
Warehouses Notes that the Project site is located in an | 4.1, Aesthetics,; 4.3 Air
(RNOW) Environmental Justice Community and Quality; 4.11, Land Use and

Planning; and 4.13, Noise

4.15, Population and
Housing

N/A — FEHA is unrelated to
the Project’s physical
environmental effects!

N/A — SB 330 is not

1

FEHA provides protection from harassment or discrimination in employment because of: age (40 and over), ancestry, color,

creed, denial of family and medical care leave, disability (mental and physical) including HIV and AIDS, marital status,
medical condition (cancer and genetic characteristics), national origin, race, religion, sex, and sexual orientation. As such,
FEHA is unrelated to the Project’s physical impacts to the environment.

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed
applicable to the Project?

Commenter Date Comments

o Requests that the EIR address cumulative | 4.0, Environmental Analysis

impacts by using Warehouse CITY tool (introductory section) and

v1.15 (RRC, 2024) throughout the various
Subsections within Section
4.0

e Requests that the EIR address traffic, air 4.3, Air Quality, 4.18,

quality, housing, and jobs to include the Transportation; 4.15,
entirety of the regional footprint of Population and Housing
warehouses

o Requests that the traffic analysis include EIR Technical Appendix N>
the 215 freeway if more than 50% of truck
trips will use the 215 freeway

Rural Association July 22,2023 ¢ Questions zoning classifications and 3.0, Project Description;
of Mead Valley and July 30, General Plan designations, and comments | 4.11, Land Use and
(RAMV — Debbie | 2023 on consistency of the Project with the Planning; 4.8, Noise; 4.18,
Walsh) Riverside County General Plan and Mead Transportation; 4.3 Air

Valley Area Plan

o  Expresses concern about the Project Site
being near existing housing

o  Expresses concern about potential noise,
traffic, and health impacts

o  Expresses concern about increased air
pollution and greenhouse gas emissions

¢  Claims that the Project will increase
brown outs for the surrounding
community

e Requests that the Project eliminate cold
storage and add solar

o Requests that a signal light be installed at
Decker and Cajalco and include full width
right and left turn lanes

o Requests that the signal light at Seaton and
Cajalco be improved to include full width
right and left turn lanes

Quality; 4.6 Energy, 4.8,
Greenhouse Gas Emissions;
4.10 Hydrology and Water
Quality; 4.15, Population
and Housing; 4.20, Utilities
and Service Systems

2 SB 330 applies to an “affected city or county.” “Affected county” means a census designated place, based on the 2013-2017
American Community Survey 5-year Estimates, that is wholly located within the boundaries of an urbanized area, as
designated by the United States Census Bureau. According to a list of “affected cities and counties” published by the
California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD), the only portions of unincorporated Riverside
County that are listed as “affected” communities include the communities of Coronita and Bermuda Dunes, and the Project
site is not located within these portions of Riverside County.

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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Table 1-1

Summary of NOP Comments

1.0 Introduction

Commenter

Date

Comments

Location in EIR Where
Comment(s) Addressed

Expresses concern about the safety of
trucks traveling near the park site

States that an Aqueduct is located between
the proposed park and the warehouse
Acknowledges warehouses proximity to
residential located to the north

Claims that warehouse facilities under-
deliver on jobs

Claims that warehouses located within
1,000 feet of a sports park or school
adversely affects human health

Center for
Community Action
and Environmental
Justice

July 31, 2023 .

Requests that the EIR include analyses of
cumulative impacts

Requests that the EIR identify how the
Project would ensure that truck traffic is
directed away from the entrance to the
proposed park

Notes importance of bike and pedestrian
infrastructure

Notes that the WRCOG Active
Transportation Plan identifies a Corona-
Perris connection and that the Project
should include the construction of the
portion of that connection

Requests that the Project include the use
of bike-specific traffic signals where
necessary

Suggests that the LOS Analysis be
tabulated for bicyclists, transit, and
pedestrians

3.0. Project Description;
4.0, Environmental
Analysis; 4.18,
Transportation; EIR
Technical Appendix N2

Individuals

Patrick Hsu

July 20, 2023 .

Expresses concern about traffic circulation
on Cajalco Road

Claims that westbound travel on Cajalco
Road cannot remain as one lane

States that addressing the need to widen of
Cajalco Road is essential to the analysis

4.18, Transportation; EIR
Technical Appendix N2

Shanowa and
Ashley De La Cruz

July 22,2023 .

Generally opposes the Project

Expresses concern about view of Cajalco
Road being obstructed

Expresses concern about noise impacts

4.1, Aesthetics, 4.13 Noise

Franco Pacheco

August 11, o
2023

Expresses that the park will benefit the
community, but opposes the proposed
warehouse

Expresses concern about increase in traffic
Expresses concern about increase in air

4.18, Transportation,; 4.3,
Air Quality; EIR Technical
Appendix N2

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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Table 1-1 Summary of NOP Comments
Location in EIR Where
Commenter Date Comments i) AGK
pollution and the impact it would have on
residents and people who would visit the
park
Michael McCarthy | July 24, 2023 o Requests consideration of cumulative 4.0, Environmental
projects as listed in the attachment to this | Analysis, and throughout
comment letter individual subsections
o  Expresses opposition to the proposed within Section 4.0 and
Project Subsections 4.1, Aesthetics,
e Requests evaluation of environmental 4.3 Air Quality; 4.11, Land
justice Use and Planning; and 4.13,
e  Requests analysis of residential Noise
displacement 4.15, Population and
e Requests a traffic impact analysis Housing, and EIR Technical
Appendix N2
1.4.2 CONTENT AND ORGANIZATION OF THIS EIR

This EIR contains all of the information required to be included in an EIR as specified by the CEQA Statutes
and Guidelines (California Public Resources Code, Section 21000 et. seq. and California Code of Regulations,
Title 14, Chapter 5). This EIR is organized in the following manner:

Section S.0, Executive Summary, provides an overview of the EIR document and CEQA process.
The Project and its objectives are described and the location and regional setting of the Project site are
documented. In addition, the Executive Summary discloses potential areas of controversy related to
the Project, including those issues identified by other agencies and the public, and identifies potential
alternatives to the proposed Project that would reduce or avoid significant impacts, as required by
CEQA. Finally, the Executive Summary provides a summary of the Project’s impacts, mitigation
measures, and conclusions, in a table that forms the basis of the EIR’s Mitigation, Monitoring, and
Reporting Program (MMRP).

Section 1.0, Introduction, provides introductory information about the CEQA process and the
responsibilities of Riverside County, serving as the Lead Agency for this EIR; a brief description of
the Project; the purpose of this EIR; applications proposed by the Project Applicant that would require
discretionary Riverside County approvals; permits and approvals required by other agencies; and an
overview of the EIR format.

Section 2.0, Environmental Setting, describes the environmental setting, including an overview of
the regional and local setting, as well as descriptions of the Project site’s physical conditions and
surrounding context. The existing setting is defined as the condition of the Project site and surrounding
area at the approximate date this EIR’s NOP was released for public review on June 30, 2023. The

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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setting discussion also addresses the relevant regional planning documents that apply to the Project site
and vicinity.

e Section 3.0, Project Description, serves as the EIR’s Project Description for purposes of CEQA and
contains a level of specificity commensurate with the level of detail proposed by the Project, including
the summary requirements pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15123. This section provides a
detailed description of the Project, including its purpose and main objectives; design features;
landscaping; site drainage; utilities; grading and construction characteristics; and operational
characteristics expected over the Project’s lifetime. In addition, the discretionary actions required of
Riverside County and other government agencies to implement the Project are discussed.

e Section 4.0, Environmental Analysis, provides an analysis of the potential direct, indirect, and
cumulative impacts that may occur from implementing the proposed Project. The topics analyzed in
this section include the topics summarized above under subsection 1.4.1. A conclusion concerning
significance is reached for each discussion, and mitigation measures are presented as warranted. The
environmental changes identified in Section 4.0 and throughout this EIR are referred to as “effects” or
“impacts” interchangeably. The State CEQA Guidelines also describe the terms ‘“effects” and
“impacts” as being synonymous (State CEQA Guidelines Section 15358).

In the environmental analysis subsections of Section 4.0, the existing conditions are disclosed that are
pertinent to the subject area being analyzed, accompanied by a specific analysis of physical impacts
that may be caused by implementing the proposed Project. Impacts are evaluated on a direct, indirect,
and cumulative basis. Direct impacts are those that would occur directly as a result of the proposed
Project. Indirect impacts represent secondary effects that would result from Project implementation.
Cumulative effects are defined in State CEQA Guidelines Section 15355 as “...two or more individual
effects which, when considered together, are considerable or which compound or increase other
environmental impacts.”

The analyses in Section 4.0 are based in part upon technical reports that are appended to this EIR.
Information also is drawn from other sources of analytical materials that directly or indirectly relate to
the proposed Project and are cited in Section 7.0, References. Where the analysis demonstrates that a
physical adverse environmental effect may or would occur without undue speculation, feasible
mitigation measures are recommended to reduce or avoid the significant effect. Mitigation measures
must be fully enforceable, have an essential nexus to a legitimate governmental interest, and be
“roughly proportional” to the impacts of the Project. The discussion then indicates whether the
identified mitigation measures would reduce impacts to below a level of significance. In most cases,
implementation of the mitigation measures would reduce the adverse environmental impacts to below
a level of significance. If mitigation measures are not available or feasible to reduce an identified
impact to below a level of significance, the environmental effect is identified as a significant and
unavoidable adverse impact, for which a Statement of Overriding Considerations (SOC) would need
to be adopted by Riverside County pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15093.

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
Page 1-19



Cajalco Commerce Center

Environmental Impact Report 1.0 Infroduction

Section 5.0, Other CEQA Considerations, includes specific topics that are required by CEQA. These
include a summary of the Project’s significant and unavoidable environmental effects, a discussion of
the significant and irreversible environmental changes that would occur should the Project be
implemented, as well as potential growth-inducing impacts of the proposed Project. Section 5.0 also
includes a discussion of the potential environmental effects that were found not to be significant during
the preparation of this EIR.

Section 6.0, Project Alternatives, describes and evaluates alternatives to the proposed Project that
could reduce or avoid the Project’s adverse environmental effects. CEQA does not require an EIR to
consider every conceivable alternative to the Project but rather to consider a reasonable range of
alternatives that will foster informed decision making and public participation. A range of five (5)
alternatives is presented in Section 6.0.

Section 7.0, References, cites all reference sources used in preparing this EIR and lists the agencies
and persons that were consulted during preparation of this EIR. Section 7.0 also lists the persons who
authored or participated in preparing this EIR.

CEQA requires that an EIR contain, at a minimum, certain specified content. Table 1-2, Location of CEQA
Required Topics, provides a quick reference in locating the CEQA-required sections within this document.

Table 1-2 Location of CEQA Required Topics
State CEQA
Guidelines
CEQA Required Topic Reference Location in this EIR

Table of Contents § 15122 Table of Contents
Summary § 15123 Section S.0
Project Description § 15124 Section 3.0
Environmental Setting § 15125 Section 2.0
Consideration and Discussion of Environmental Impacts § 15126 Section 4.0

Significant Environmental Effects Which Cannot be
Avoided if the Proposed Project is Implemented

§ 15126.2(b)

Section 4.0 & Subsection 5.1

Significant Irreversible Environmental Impacts Which
Would be Involved in the Proposed Action Should it be
Implemented

§ 15126.2(c)

Subsection 5.2

Growth-Inducing Impacts of the Proposed Project

§ 15126.2(d)

Subsection 5.3

Consideration and Discussion of Mitigation Measures § 15126.4 Section 4.0 & Table S-1
Proposed to Minimize Significant Effects

Consideration and Discussion of Alternatives to the § 15126.6 Section 6.0

Proposed Project

Effects Not Found to be Significant § 15128 Subsection 5.4
Organizations and Persons Consulted § 15129 Section 7.0 & Technical Appendices
Discussion of Cumulative Impacts § 15130 Section 4.0

Energy Conservation Appendices F and G Subsection 4.6

Lead Agency: Riverside County
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1.4.3 INCORPORATION BY REFERENCE

State CEQA Guidelines Section 15147 states that the “information contained in an EIR shall include
summarized... information sufficient to permit full assessment of significant environmental impacts by
reviewing agencies and members of the public,” and that the “placement of highly technical and specialized
analysis and data in the body of an EIR shall be avoided.” State CEQA Guidelines Section 15150 allows for
the incorporation “by reference all or portions of another document... [and is] most appropriate for including
long, descriptive, or technical materials that provide general background but do not contribute directly to the
analysis of a problem at hand.” The purpose of incorporation by reference is to assist the Lead Agency in
limiting the length of this EIR. Where this EIR incorporates a document by reference, the document is
identified in the body of the EIR, citing the appropriate section(s) of the incorporated document and describing
the relationship between the incorporated part of the referenced document and this EIR.

Therefore, the detailed technical studies, reports, and supporting documentation that were used in preparing
this EIR are bound separately as Technical Appendices. The Technical Appendices are available for review at
the Riverside County Planning Department, 4080 Lemon Street, 12™ Floor, Riverside, CA 92501, during the
County’s regular business hours or can be accessed from the Planning Department’s main web page
(https://planning.rctlma.org/) under the “CEQA Environmental Noticing” heading. The individual technical
studies, reports, and supporting documentation that comprise the Technical Appendices are as follows:

A. Notice of Preparation (NOP) and Written Comments on the NOP

B. Land Evaluation and Site Assessment Model

Cl.  Air Quality Impact Analysis

C2.  Health Risk Assessment

DI1.  MSHCP Consistency Analysis

D2.  Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP)
D3.  Delineation of State and Federal Jurisdiction Waters

D4.  Summary of Wet Season Surveys

El. Phase I Cultural Resources Assessment

E2. Phase II Cultural Resources Assessment

F. Energy Analysis

G. Geotechnical Investigation

H. Greenhouse Gas Analysis

L Phase I Environmental Site Assessment (ESA)

J1. Preliminary Hydrology Study
12. Preliminary Water Quality Management Plan (WQMP)

K. General Plan Consistency Analysis
L. Noise Impact Analysis
M. Paleontological Resources Assessment

N1.  Vehicle Miles Traveled Analysis

N2.  Traffic Analysis Report

N3.  VMT Mitigation Assessment

N4.  Supplemental Trip Generation Assessment

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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0. Water Supply Assessment (WSA)
P. ALUC Consistency Determination Letter
Q. Ramboll Report
R. Fire Protection Plan (FPP)

Other reference sources that are incorporated into this EIR by reference are listed in Section 7.0, References,
of this EIR. In most cases, documents or websites not included in the EIR’s Technical Appendices are cited
by a link to the online location where the document/website can be viewed by the public. All references relied
upon by this EIR are included as part of Riverside County’s Administrative Record pertaining to the proposed
Project.

1.5 RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES

The California Public Resource Code (Section 21104) requires that all EIRs be reviewed by responsible and
trustee agencies (see also State CEQA Guidelines Section 15082 and Section 15086(a)). As defined by State
CEQA Guidelines Section 15381, “the term ‘Responsible Agency’ includes all public agencies other than the
Lead Agency which have discretionary approval power over the project.” A Trustee Agency is defined in
State CEQA Guidelines Section 15386 as “a state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural resources
affected by a project which are held in trust for the people of the State of California.” The known Responsible
and Trustee Agencies for the proposed Cajalco Commerce Center Project are listed below. Regardless, this
EIR can be used by any Trustee Agency or Responsible Agency, whether identified in this EIR or not, as part
of their decision-making processes in relation to the proposed Project.

e Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) is a Trustee Agency responsible for
issuance of a Construction Activity General Construction Permit and National Pollutant Discharge
Elimination System (NPDES) Permit to ensure that on-site water flows do not result in siltation, other
erosional effects, or degradation of surface or subsurface water quality. The Santa Ana RWQCB also
would be responsible for issuing Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR) approval for Project impacts
to Santa Ana RWQCB jurisdictional areas pursuant to Section 13260 of the California Water Code
(CWO).

e (California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is a Trustee Agency for issuance of a 1602
Streambed Alteration Agreement (SAA).

e South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) is a Responsible Agency for issuance
of permits and approvals to construct and operate associated with operation of stationary equipment,

if any such equipment is that requires permitting is proposed for use by the warehouse building user(s).

e Eastern Municipal Water District (EMWD) is a Responsible Agency for approval of the Project’s
proposed water and sewer connections and improvements.

e Southern California Edison is a Responsible Agency for approval of electrical system connections.
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e Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority (RCA) is a Responsible Agency for
approval of the Project’s Determination of Biologically Equivalent or Superior Preservation (DBESP)
and Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy (HANS) pursuant to the Western Riverside County
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP).

e Metropolitan Water District is a Responsible Agency for the approval of physical disturbance within
MWD fee-owned property.

1.6 AREAS OF CONTROVERSY

Substantive issues raised in response to the NOP were previously summarized in Table 1-1. The purpose of
this table is to present the primary environmental issues of concern raised by public agencies and the general
public during the NOP review period. The table is not intended to list every comment received by the County
during the NOP review period. Regardless of whether or not a comment is listed in the table, all applicable
comments received in responses to the NOP are addressed in this EIR. Based on comments received during
the NOP review period, concerns were raised regarding potential impacts to aesthetics, air quality (including
localized air quality impacts), biological resources, cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, land use,
transportation, tribal cultural resources, cumulative effects, potential impacts to/interference with the existing
Colorado River Aqueduct (CRA), and general concerns related to the Project’s proposed warehouse use. No
other areas of controversy were identified as part of the NOP process, beyond comments regarding the Project’s
potential environmental effects.

1.7 ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED BY THE DECISION-MAKING BODY

The primary issues to be resolved by the decision-making body for the proposed Project involve the Project’s
significant and unavoidable impact under the issue areas of Air Quality and Transportation. The Riverside
County Board of Supervisors will evaluate whether the mitigation measures presented to reduce the Project’s
unavoidable impacts adequately reduce Project impacts to the maximum feasible extent. The Board of
Supervisors also will make a determination as to whether the Project’s benefits outweigh the adverse
environmental effects in support of adopting a Statement of Overriding Considerations pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines § 15093. Finally, the Board of Supervisors will decide whether to approve one of the Project
alternatives in lieu of the proposed Project, if it is determined that one of the alternatives is feasible and its
approval would serve to substantially reduce or avoid significant environmental impacts.
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

This Section 2.0 is provided pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section (§) 15125(a) and includes a description of
the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of the Project site and the maximum extent of its potential
off-site improvement areas from both a local and regional perspective as environmental conditions existed at
the approximate time the Notice of Preparation (NOP) was published for this EIR, which occurred on June 30,
2023. This Section provides a brief overview of resources on and surrounding the Project site; additional detail
regarding existing conditions for individual environmental topic areas (e.g., biology, geology, etc.) is provided
within the appropriate subsection headings within Section 4.0, Environmental Analysis, of this EIR.

2.1 REGIONAL SETTING AND LOCATION

The 64.97-acre Project site and up to approximately 21.82 acres of off-site Project-related disturbance areas
are located within unincorporated western Riverside County, California. Figure 2-1, Regional Map, depicts
the Project site’s location within the regional vicinity. As shown, Riverside County abuts San Bernardino
County to the north; Orange County to the west; and San Diego and Imperial Counties to the south. Riverside
County is located in an urbanizing area of southern California commonly referred to as the Inland Empire. The
Inland Empire is an approximate 28,000 square-mile region comprising western San Bernardino County,
western Riverside County, and the eastern reaches of Los Angeles County. As of 2019, Southern California
Association of Governments (SCAG) estimates that Riverside County as a whole had a population of 2,386,000
SCAG estimates that the population will increase to 2,992,000 million by 2050. (SCAG, 2023, Table 3.1)

2.2 LOCAL SETTING AND LOCATION

The Project site is located within the western region of unincorporated Riverside County, California. As
depicted in Figure 2-2, Vicinity Map, the Project site is within the Mead Valley Area Plan (MVAP) of
unincorporated Riverside County. More specifically, and as depicted in Figure 2-2, the Project site comprises
two separate properties, generally located at the southwest corner of Cajalco Road and Seaton Avenue.
Specifically, the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site are located south of Cajalco Road, west of Seaton
Avenue, east of Decker Road, and north of Rider Street. The southern 14.93 gross acres of the Project site are
located both east and west of Decker Road, approximately 185 feet south of the proposed warehouse building
site. The Project site encompasses Assessor’s Parcel Numbers (APNs) 317-080-(003 through 008, 013,
014, 019 through 023, and 027 through 029), 317-090-(002 and 008), and 317-090-(003 thru 008).

Under existing conditions, the northern 50.04 gross acres of the Project site includes undeveloped land,
multiple large-lot single-family residential homes with ancillary structures and outdoor storage, and a
commercial structure (Craneology, Inc.). Under existing conditions, the southern 14.93 gross acres of the
Project site includes a mixture of undeveloped land and several single-family homes with a variety of ancillary
structures and outdoor storage. The Project site is bordered on the north by Cajalco Road, followed by J & D
Multiple Services legal services and vacant land; on the west by vacant land; on the south by Huong Sen
Buddhist Temples, single-family residential structures, and vacant land; and on the east by Seaton Avenue,

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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followed by commercial retail and equipment rental companies and vacant land. A warehouse is under
construction east of the Project site and east of Seaton Avenue at the southeast corner of Cajalco Road and
Seaton Avenue.

The Mead Valley area of Riverside County is an Environmental Justice community, meaning that the
community is environmentally disadvantaged. The census tract containing the Project site (Census Tract
6065042904) is ranked by the State as being in the 55" percentile for pollution burden which, based on the
Census Tract’s demographic characteristics, results in the Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment
(OEHHA) ranking the area in the 81% percentile of communities that are disproportionately burdened by
multiple sources of pollution. OEHHA relies on reported demographic information of 10,637 persons living
in Census Tract 6065042904. Census Tract 6065042904 encompasses areas west of I-15; south of Cajalco
Road/Cajalco Expressway; east of Barton Street, Alexander Street, Brown Street, and Old Elsinore Road; and
north of Rider Street, Kelly Lane, Orange Avenue, San Jacinto Avenue, West Metz Road, and Nuevo Road.
(OEHHA, 2023)

OEHHA'’s California Communities Environmental Health Screening Tool: CalEnviroScreen 4.0, is a screening
methodology that the State uses to identify California communities that are disproportionately burdened by
multiple sources of pollution and relies on data collected between approximately 2016 and 2019. Although
the data is several years dated, the CalEnviroScreen 4.0 indicators for the Project site’s Census Tract are shown
below in Table 2-1, CalEnviroScreen Indicators for Census Tract 6065042904.

Table 2-1 CalEnviroScreen Indicators for Census Tract 6065042904

Indicator % Burden Indicator % Burden

Exposures Environmental Effects

Ozone: 95 Cleanup Sites 60

PM 2.5: 55 Groundwater Threats 14

Diesel PM: 14 Hazardous Waste 71

Pesticides: 53 Impaired Waters 0

Toxic Releases: 44 Solid Waste 0
Traffic: 90 Sensitive Populations

Drinking Water Contaminants: 10 Asthma 66

Lead in Housing: 55 Low Birth Weight 49

Cleanups: 60 Cardiovascular Disease 91

Groundwater Threats: 14 Socioeconomic Factors

Hazardous Waste: 71 Education 93

Impaired Water: 0 Linguistic Isolation 84

Solid Waste: 0 Poverty 84

Unemployment 93

Housing Burden 80

Exposure indicators are based on measurements of different types of pollution that people may come into
contact with. Environmental effects indicators are based on the locations of toxic chemicals in or near
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communities. Sensitive population indicators measure the number of people in a community who may be more
severely affected by pollution because of their age or health. Socioeconomic factor indicators are conditions
that may increase people’s stress or make healthy living difficult and cause them to be more sensitive to
pollution’s effects. As indicated in Table 2-1, for the Project site’s Census Tract, the highest environmental
exposures (over 80%) are from ozone (O3) and traffic. The highest population and socioeconomic factors (over
80%) are compromised health conditions related to cardiovascular disease and a population with high levels
of poverty, linguistic isolation, poverty, unemployment, housing burden, and low levels of educational
attainment.

In addition, the Project site is designated as an Environmental Justice (EJ) community by the Riverside County
General Plan and is located in a SB 535 Disadvantaged Community identified by the California Environmental
Protection Agency (CalEPA). The State provides California Climate Investment funding appropriated by the
State Legislature from the proceeds of the State’s Cap-and-Trade Program for investment in disadvantaged
communities. The funding is used for programs that reduce emissions of greenhouse gases with at least 25%
of the funding going to projects that provide a benefit to disadvantaged communities and at least 10 percent of
the funding going to projects located within those communities (CalEPA, 2022).

2.3 SURROUNDING LAND USES AND DEVELOPMENT

Land uses in the immediate vicinity of the Project site are illustrated on Figure 2-3, Surrounding Land Uses
and Development, and described below.

e North: Land uses to the north of the Project site include Cajalco Road to the north, beyond which are
undeveloped lands, an existing office use (J&D Multiple Services), agricultural uses, rural residential
uses, and an existing church (Perris Spanish Seventh Day Adventist) that also provides school services.
To the northeast and north of Cajalco Road is a large warehouse occupied by Home Depot. To the
north of the southern 14.93 gross acres of the Project site is an undeveloped utility corridor owned by
Metropolitan Water District of Southern California (MWD) containing a subsurface aqueduct, beyond
which are the northern portions of the Project site and undeveloped lands.

e Fast: Seaton Avenue abuts the northern portions of the Project site to the east, beyond which is an
undeveloped parcel, a small business (JJ Rentals) and associated outdoor storage, and two large
warehouse buildings. To the east of the southern 14.93 gross acres of the Project site is an existing
single-family home with numerous ancillary structures and outdoor storage.

e South: Located to the south of the Project site are a Buddhist Temple (Huong Sen Buddhist Temple),
several existing rural residential homes, numerous ancillary structures, and outdoor storage, with the
majority of the areas south of the southern 14.93 gross acres of the Project site comprising undeveloped
open space.

e West: To the west of the northern portions of the Project site is Decker Road, to the west of which are
undeveloped land, a water tank, and numerous rural residential homes. To the west of the southern
14.93 gross acres of the Project site are several existing rural residential uses and associated ancillary
structures, beyond which is undeveloped open space.

Lead Agency: Riverside County SCH No. 2023060799
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2.4 LOCAL PLANNING CONTEXT

CEQA Guidelines § 15125(d) requires that EIRs identify the general plans and regional plans that are
applicable to the project under evaluation and recognize potential inconsistencies. Plans that are applicable to
the Project evaluated in this EIR and related to use of the land are summarized below. Additional information
is provided about these plans and other applicable regional plans in the corresponding subsections of Section
4.0, Environmental Analysis.

2.4.1 SCAG REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN/SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STRATEGY

SCAG is aregional agency established pursuant to California Government Code § 6500, also referred to as the
Joint Powers Authority law. SCAG 1is designated as a Council of Governments (COG), a Regional
Transportation Planning Agency (RTPA), and a Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). The Project site
is within SCAG’s regional authority. In April 2024, SCAG’s Regional Council approved and adopted the
2024-2050 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (“Connect SoCal”). Connect
SoCal is the applicable Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (RTP/SCS) for the
Project. Connect SoCal embodies a collective vision for the region’s future, prepared with input by local
governments, county transportation commissions (CTCs), tribal governments, non-profit organizations,
businesses, and stakeholders within the counties of Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino,
and Ventura. Connect SoCal plans for a large number of transportation projects, ranging from highway
improvements, railroad grade separations, bicycle lanes, new transit hubs, and replacement bridges. These
future investments were included in county plans developed by the six CTCs and seek to reduce traffic
bottlenecks, improve the efficiency of the region’s network, and expand mobility choices. The goals of
Connect SoCal are to: 1) build and maintain an integrated multimodal transportation network; 2) develop,
connect and sustain communities that are livable and thriving; 3) create a healthy region for the people of today
and tomorrow; and 4) support a sustainable, efficient and productive regional economic environment that
provides opportunities for all residents. (SCAG, 2024)

2.4.2 SoutH COAST AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT DISTRICT AIR QUALITY MANAGEMENT PLAN (AQMP)

Currently, the National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) and California Ambient Air Quality
Standards (CAAQS) are exceeded in most parts of the South Coast Air Basin (SCAB). In response, and in
conformance with California Health and Safety Code Section 40702 et seq. and the California Clean Air Act,
the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has adopted a series of Air Quality Management
Plans (AQMPs) to meet the State and federal ambient air quality standards. AQMPs are updated regularly in
order to more effectively reduce emissions, accommodate growth, and to minimize any negative fiscal impacts
of air pollution control on the economy. Each version of the plan is an update of the previous plan and has a
20-year horizon with a revised baseline. In December 2022, the SCAQMD released the Final 2022 AQMP
(2022 AQMP). The 2022 AQMP continues to evaluate current integrated strategies and control measures to
meet the NAAQS, as well as explore new and innovative methods to reach its goals. Some of these approaches
include utilizing incentive programs, recognizing existing co-benefit programs from other sectors, and
developing a strategy with fair-share reductions at the federal, State, and local levels. Similar to the 2016
AQMP, the 2022 AQMP incorporates scientific and technological information and planning assumptions,
including the 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities Strategy (2020 RTP/SCS), a
planning document that supports the integration of land use and transportation to help the region meet the
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feder