-
-

Department of Toxic Substances Control

@

Yana Garcia Katherine M. Butler, MPH, Director Gavin Newsom
Secretary for 8800 Cal Center Drive Governor
Environmental Protection Sacramento, California 95826-3200
dtsc.ca.gov

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
May 9, 2025

Julie Moore

Principal Environmental Planner
San Francisco Planning Department
49 South Van Ness Avenue #1400
San Francisco, CA 94103
Julie.Moore@sfgov.org

RE: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR PG&E POWER ASSET
ACQUISITION PROJECT DATED MARCH 19, 2025, STATE CLEARINGHOUSE
NUMBER 2023060769

Dear Julie Moore,

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) reviewed the Draft Environmental
Impact Report (DEIR) for PG&E Power Asset Acquisition Project (Project). The City and
County of San Francisco (City) is proposing to purchase Pacific Gas and Electric
Company (PG&E) owned electrical transmission and distribution assets in San
Francisco and San Mateo County that are needed to provide electricity service to
customers within the city. After the City completes its acquisition of the Assets, the City
would own, operate, and maintain the electricity grid in San Francisco. This project does
not include the purchase of PG&E's natural gas facilities; thus, PG&E would continue
providing natural gas services to customers in San Francisco. The change in ownership
would not result in physical changes to the environment requiring environmental review;
however, construction would be needed to physically separate PG&E's existing electric
system into two separate systems (generally divided along the San Francisco/San
Mateo county border), to allow both systems to be safely, reliably, and independently
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operated by the City and PG&E. DTSC recommends and requests consideration of the
following comments:

1. Appendix A, Initial Study, Section E.18 Hazards and Hazardous Materials,
Page 226. The Initial Study finds that “Groundwater extraction from
dewatering of the excavations could result in contaminated water that would
require appropriate handling and disposal. Contaminated water could be
disposed of into the sanitary sewer in accordance with the requirements of
the Bayshore Sanitary District or it would require onsite treatment to remove
contaminants prior to disposal in accordance with a NPDES permit.”

2. DTSC reiterates that significant polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) and
volatile organic compound (VOC) contamination exists within the groundwater
beneath OU-2 of the PG&E Martin Service Station site. As such, a
groundwater management plan should be prepared alongside the soil
management plan discussed in the body of the EIR. The groundwater
management plan should include containerization of potentially impacted
groundwater collected during dewatering activities and the chemicals the
wastewater would be analyzed for prior to disposal. DTSC recommends that

the analytical program include the following analytes:

a) Total Oil and Grease and Non-polar Oil and Grease by EPA Method

1664 with silica gel treatment.

b) Benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, and o-, m- and p-xylenes (BTEX)
by EPA Method 8260.

c) PAHs by EPA Method 8270C

d) Nine metals, total (not dissolved) concentrations: arsenic (As),
cadmium (Cd), chromium (Cr), copper (Cu), lead (Pb), mercury
(Hg), nickel (Ni), silver (Ag), and zinc (Zn) by EPA 6010.

e) Sulfide and pH by EPA Test Method 9030 series and 90408,

respectively.
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3. DTSC recommends that all imported soil and fill material should be tested to
assess any contaminants of concern meet screening levels as outlined in

DTSC's Preliminary Endangerment Assessment Guidance Manual.

Additionally, DTSC advises referencing the DTSC Information Advisory Clean

Imported Fill Material Fact Sheet if importing fill is necessary. To minimize the

possibility of introducing contaminated soil and fill material there should be
documentation of the origins of the soil or fill material and, if applicable,
sampling be conducted to ensure that the imported soil and fill material are
suitable for the intended land use. The soil sampling should include analysis
based on the source of the fill and knowledge of prior land use. Additional
information can be found by visiting DTSC’s Human and Ecological Risk
Office (HERO) webpage.

DTSC would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on the DEIR for PG&E

Power Asset Acquisition Project. Thank you for your assistance in protecting California’s

people and environment from the harmful effects of toxic substances. If you have any
questions or would like clarification on DTSC’s comments, please respond to this letter

or via our CEQA Review email for additional guidance.

Sincerely,

Tamara Fraves

Tamara Purvis

Associate Environmental Planner

HWMP - Permitting Division — CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Tamara.Purvis@dtsc.ca.gov

cc:  (via email)

Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation
State Clearinghouse
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2Fsites%2F31%2F2023%2F06%2FPEA_Guidance_Manual.pdf&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca606c77fc39142ea02f308dc90a10ca4%7C3f4ffbf4c7604c2abab8c63ef4bd2439%7C0%7C0%7C638544268590390365%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fqQEpOdIVq9VkcewNVeP1Gr0LZoDfEsMjcsC1%2BaiT%2FA%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Finformation-advisory-clean-imported-fill-material-fact-sheet%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca606c77fc39142ea02f308dc90a10ca4%7C3f4ffbf4c7604c2abab8c63ef4bd2439%7C0%7C0%7C638544268590400845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sXbrtPK5noBFhjTKPKix6CXl8qYcamGKG4yMwbQ%2BRsg%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdtsc.ca.gov%2Finformation-advisory-clean-imported-fill-material-fact-sheet%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca606c77fc39142ea02f308dc90a10ca4%7C3f4ffbf4c7604c2abab8c63ef4bd2439%7C0%7C0%7C638544268590400845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=sXbrtPK5noBFhjTKPKix6CXl8qYcamGKG4yMwbQ%2BRsg%3D&reserved=0
https://dtsc.ca.gov/human-health-risk-hero/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/human-health-risk-hero/
mailto:CEQAReview@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:Tamara.Purvis@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov

Julie Moore
May 9, 2025
Page 4

Sue Chau

Project Applicant

San Francisco Public Utilities Commission
SChau@sfwater.org

Monica Huggins

Planner Technician Il

San Francisco Planning Department
monica.huggins@sfgov.org

Karen Lancelle
Consultant

ESA
KLancelle@esassoc.com

Jared Wilson

Project Manager

SMRP-Berkeley Office

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Jared.Wilson@dtsc.ca.gov

Marikka Hughes, P.G.

Branch Chief

SMRP — Bay Area Cleanup

Department of Toxic Substances Control
Marikka.Hughes@dtsc.ca.gov

Dave Kereazis

Associate Environmental Planner
HWMP-Permitting Division — CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov

Scott Wiley

Associate Governmental Program Analyst
HWMP - Permitting Division — CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Scott.Wiley@dtsc.ca.gov
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