Consulting
May 18, 2023
Arturo Valdez
2477 University Avenue

San Diego, CA 92104

Subject: Biological Resource Letter Report for the Valley View Development Project;
APNs 591-100-31 and 591-100-27; Case file 2022-13 AN

Arturo Valdez,

Athena Consulting has prepared this letter report to evaluate the potential biological resources
impacts of your Valley View Development project.

SUMMARY

The Valley View Development project (Project) will develop a 2.45-acre site with a ten-lot
subdivision. The Project site (Site) contains a sensitive biological resource: a drainage with
sensitive Non-vegetated Channel and Southern Willow Scrub. The drainage will not be
impacted, and an open space easement will be established over the drainage area for protection.
The rest of the Site contains vegetation or land cover categories that are not considered sensitive,
and no special-status species were found. The Project would not directly impact any sensitive
biological resources. Standard avoidance measures such as protection of the drainage, water
quality Best Management Practices, and avoidance of clearing and grading during the bird
breeding season, would prevent any significant indirect impacts. With these avoidance measures,
the Project will comply with CEQA and other applicable local, State, and Federal regulations.

INTRODUCTION, PROJECT DESCRIPTION, LOCATION, SETTING

The proposed Project will develop Assessors’ Parcel Numbers 591-100-31-00 and 591-100-27.
Project Description

The Project is a residential development with ten lots, a private street with two entries off Plaza
Bonita Centerway, and a biofiltration basin. A new wall will replace the existing fencing and
wall between the Site and Plaza Bonita Centerway, from the northern entry to the southern entry.
Off-site impacts will be limited to very small areas for connecting to the road and utilities in
Plaza Bonita Centerway. The on-site drainage channel will be protected from impacts through

establishment of an open space easement (OSE), and this area is considered impact neutral.

Project Location and Setting
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The Project site (Site) is located site at 3410 Valley Road approximately one mile east of the
intersection of California State Route 54 (SR-54) and Interstate 805 (I-805) within the
unincorporated community of Bonita (Figures 1 and 2). Although the property is currently in the
County of San Diego, it will be annexed into National City. The Site is bordered by residential
development to the north and northeast; undeveloped land to the east; undeveloped land and then
residential development to the southeast; undeveloped land and then Sweetwater Road to the
south; and Plaza Bonita Centerway to the west. A satellite image of the Site and vicinity is
provided in Figure 3.

On-site elevation ranges from approximately 74 feet (23 meters) above mean sea level (AMSL)
in the on-site drainage at the southern end of the Site to 87 feet (27 meters) AMSL at the
northwestern corner of the Site. According to the Web Soil Survey (USDA 2022), soil on the
Site is comprised largely of Salinas clay loam, 2 to 9 percent slopes (SbC) with small areas of
Huerhuero-Urban land complex, 9 to 30 percent slopes (HuE) at the northwestern and
southeastern corners of the Site. The Salinas series consists of well-drained and moderately well-
drained clay loams that formed in sediments washed from Diablo, Linne, Las Flores, Huerhuero,
and Olivenhain soils. These soils are on flood plains and alluvial fans. The Huerhuero series
consist of moderately well-drained loams that have a clay subsoil. These soils developed in
sandy marine sediments. HuUE occurs on marine terraces and the landscape has been altered
through cut and fill operations and leveling for building sites. The material exposed in the cuts
consists of unconsolidated sandy marine sediments. The material in the fills is a mixture of loam,
clay loam, and sandy marine sediments. (USDA 1973, USDA 2022)

HABITATS / VEGETATION COMMUNITIES

Existing biological resources on the Site were investigated through field surveys and records
review. Literature review consisted of a search and review of California Natural Diversity Data
Base (CNDDB) records of rare and special-status plant and animal species within the Project
USGS 7.5 quadrangle (National City) and surrounding quadrangles (La Jolla, La Mesa, El
Cajon, Point Loma, Jamul Mountains, Imperial Beach, Otay Mesa), recent and historical aerial
photographs of the Site and surrounding areas (NETR 2022), soil maps and descriptions from the
Web Soil Survey (USDA 2022) and Soil Survey, San Diego Area, California (USDA 1973), and
plant and animal occurrence data (CNDDB 2022, Jepson Flora Project 2022, CNPS 2022,
SDNHM 2012, 2018 and 2019, Tremor et al. 2017, and Unitt 2004).

A Site survey for a general biological survey and jurisdictional waters delineation was conducted
by Field Biologist Lee BenVau. A second Site visit was conducted by Senior Biologist and

Botanist Catherine MacGregor. Site visit conditions are summarized in Table 1, below.

Table 1. Site Survey Summary

Sky/

. Tem Wind
Date Time o P Cloud Survey Type Personnel
CH | ¢ (MPH)
over
12472022 | 930 AM—10:43 59-66 0% 0-1 General and Lee BenVau
AM delineation
9:50 AM - 11:15 o Catherine
9/16/2022 AM 72 -75 50% 1-3 General MacGregor
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Field notes were maintained throughout the surveys. All on-site vegetation communities were
mapped, and all observed plant and animal species were documented. Plant species that could
not be identified in the field were collected for later identification. Wildlife species were
identified directly by sight or vocalizations and indirectly by scat, tracks, burrows, nests, or other
sign. Any observed special-status species were documented and mapped, and suitability of
habitat for special-status species was evaluated based on factors including soil, topography,
elevation, water availability, microhabitats such as boulders, vegetation, proximity to
development, size of overall habitat area, and presence/absence of suitable prey, as applicable.
Vegetation and wildlife on surrounding properties were observed from the Site or public
roadways. The survey mapping of existing resources on the Site was conducted on an aerial
photograph scaled at approximately 1 inch = 80 feet.

Survey limitations include underrepresentation of spring and summer-blooming annual species
and winter-deciduous perennial species due to time of year, and nocturnal species due to time of
day.

Vegetation communities and land cover classification in this report follow Holland (1986) as
updated by Oberbauer et al. (2008). Plant taxonomy and nomenclature in this report follow the
Jepson eFlora (Jepson Flora Project 2022), and Rebman and Simpson (2014) for common names,
with some rare plant common names from the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Rare
Plant Inventory (CNPS 2022). Wildlife taxonomy and nomenclature in this report follow San
Diego County Mammal Atlas (Tremor et al. 2017), Avibase (Lepage 2015) for birds, California
Herps (Nafis 2015) for reptiles and amphibians, Butterflies of America (Warren et al. 2015) for
butterflies, BugGuide (ISUDE 2015) for other insects and arachnids, and the Integrated
Taxonomic Information System (ITIS 2015) for other invertebrates, as well as the San Diego
Natural History Museum spider, butterfly, bird, reptile, and amphibian checklists for localized
subspecies information (SDNHM 2005, 2002, and undated).

General Survey Results

During the Site surveys, six vegetation or land cover categories were observed on the Site:
Developed Land, Disturbed Land, Non-native Vegetation, Eucalyptus Woodland, Southern
Willow Scrub, and Non-vegetated Channel. These categories are shown in Figure 4 and
discussed below. Complete lists of plants and animals detected are provided in Attachments A
and B, respectively. Photographs of the Site are provided in Attachment C.

Developed Land (DEV), occupies approximately 0.19 acre on the Site. This land cover category
consists of “Areas that have been constructed upon or otherwise physically altered to an extent
that native vegetation is no longer supported. Developed land is characterized by permanent or
semi-permanent structures, pavement or hardscape, and landscaped areas that often require
irrigation. Areas where no natural land is evident due to large amounts of debris or other
materials being placed upon it may also be considered Urban/Developed (e.g., car recycling
plant, quarry).” (Oberbauer et al. 2008)
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Developed land on the Site consists of a paved driveway, house, and immediate yard. Vegetation
was limited to a few ornamentals such as magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora) and non-native herbs
such as spotted spurge (Euphorbia maculata), bristly ox-tongue (Helminthotheca echioides), and
smilo grass (Stipa miliacea var. miliacea). This land cover category has very low value for
wildlife and special-status species.

Disturbed Land (DIS) occupies approximately 1.24 acres on the Site. This land cover category is
comprised of “Areas that have been physically disturbed (by previous legal human activity) and
are no longer recognizable as a native or naturalized vegetation association but continues to
retain a soil substrate. Typically vegetation, if present, is nearly exclusively composed of non-
native plant species such as ornamentals or ruderal exotic species that take advantage of
disturbance, or shows signs of past or present animal usage that removes any capability of
providing viable natural habitat for uses other than dispersal. Examples of disturbed habitat
include areas that have been graded, repeatedly cleared for fuel management purposes and/or
experienced repeated use that prevents natural revegetation (i.e. dirt parking lots, trails that have
been present for several decades), recently graded firebreaks, graded construction pads,
construction staging areas, off-road vehicle trails, and old homesites.” Characteristic species are
typically invasive, non-native forb species such as Italian thistle (Carduus pycnocephalus subsp.
pycnocephalus), sea-figs (Carpobrotus spp.), star-thistles (Centaurea spp.), sweet fennel
(Foeniculum vulgare), horehound (Marrubium vulgare), Russian-thistles (Salsola spp.), London
rocket (Sisymbrium irio), sow-thistles (Sonchus spp.) and wild radish (Raphanus sativus).
Perennial grasses such as pampas grass (Cortaderia selloana) and African fountain grass

(Pennisetum setaceum) are also commonly found in this land cover category. (Oberbauer et al.
2008)

Disturbed Land on the Site consists of open areas that are not covered by natural vegetation or
ornamental non-native species. It is characterized by an assortment of ruderal non-native species
such as Russian-thistle (Salsola sp.), short-pod mustard (Hirschfeldia incana), smooth cat’s ear
(Hypochaeris glabra), and dwarf nettle (Urtica urens). Also included in this land cover category
is a single toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) and several lemonadeberry (Rhus integrifolia) shrubs
south of the drainage that did not cover a sufficient area to be mapped separately.

Wildlife species observed in on-site Disturbed Land included House finch (Haemorhous
mexicanus), Bewick’s wren (Thryomanes bewickii), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), and
Botta’s pocket gopher (Thomomys bottae). This land cover category has moderate value for
disturbance-adapted wildlife but low value for other wildlife or special-status species.

Non-native Vegetation (NNV) occupies approximately 0.62 acre on the Site. This vegetation
category is characterized by predominantly non-native species introduced and established
through human action. These areas are not typically artificially irrigated, but receive water from
precipitation or runoff. (Oberbauer et al. 2008)

On-site non-native vegetation consists primarily of ornamental non-native species that do not
require irrigation, such as western coastal wattle (Acacia cyclops), silk-oak (Grevillea robusta),
ngaio (Myoporum laetum), and Mexican palo verde (Parkinsonia aculeata).
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Wildlife observed in on-site non-native vegetation included house finch, California towhee
(Melozone crissalis), lesser goldfinch (Spinus psaltria), and American goldfinch (Spinus tristis).
This land cover category has moderate value for disturbance-adapted wildlife and migratory
birds, low to moderate value for other wildlife, and low value for most special-status species.

Eucalyptus Woodland (EW) occupies approximately 0.23 on the Site. This vegetation category
ranges from single-species eucalyptus (Eucalyptus sp.) thickets with little or no understory to
scattered trees over a well-developed herbaceous and shrubby understory. In most cases,
eucalyptus forms a dense stand with a closed canopy. Eucalyptus species produce a large amount
of leaf and bark litter, the chemical and physical characteristics of which limit the ability of other
species to grow in the understory, decreasing floristic diversity. Overstory composition is
typically limited to one species of the genus, or mixed stands composed of several eucalyptus
species; few native overstory species are present within eucalyptus planted areas, except in small
cleared pockets. (Oberbauer et al. 2008)

Eucalyptus Woodland occurs at the northwestern corner of the Site and along the southeastern
edge of the Site. The understory of the Eucalyptus Woodland is sparse but includes non-native
species such as ripgut grass (Bromus diandrus), petty spurge (Euphorbia peplus), and dwarf
nettle.

Wildlife detected in Eucalyptus Woodland consisted of house finch, yellow-rumped warbler
(Setophaga coronata), and lesser goldfinch. This vegetation category has low to moderate value
for birds but low value for other wildlife and special-status species.

Non-vegetated Channel (NVC) occupies approximately 0.12 on the Site. This category consists
of the sandy, gravelly, or rocky fringe of waterways or flood channels that are unvegetated on a
relatively permanent basis. Variable water lines inhibit the growth of vegetation, although some
weedy species of grasses may grow along the outer edges of the wash. Vegetation may exist here
but is usually less than 10% total cover. This designation is not appropriate when sand or
alluvium is an artifact of a very recent or uncommon flood event in the upper parts of
watersheds. (Oberbauer et al. 2008)

On-site Non-vegetated Channel occurs across the southern end of the Site and is composed of a
sandy channel with areas of exposed bedrock and scattered cobble. In some areas the banks have
been reinforced with pieces of concrete chunks, and concrete pieces are also present in the
channel near the downstream end. Vegetation cover is less than 10% and includes primarily non-
native species such as giant reed (4Arundo donax), sea-fig or freeway iceplant (Carpobrotus sp.),
smilo grass (Stipa miliacea var. miliacea), tamarisk (Tamarix sp.), and Mexican fan palm
(Washingtonia robusta).

Wildlife detected in the Non-vegetated Channel consist of Anna’s hummingbird (Calypte anna),
Townsend’s warbler (Sefophaga townsendi), coyote (Canis latrans) (tracks), and raccoon
(Procyon lotor) (tracks). This land cover category is valuable as a water supply for wildlife and
water-dependent plants.
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Southern Willow Scrub (SWS) occupies approximately 0.05 acre on the Site. This vegetation
community is a dense, broad-leafed, winter-deciduous riparian thicket dominated by several
willow (Salix) species, with scattered emergent cottonwood (Populus fremontii) and western
sycamores (Platanus racemosa). Most stands are too dense to allow much understory
development. Southern Willow Scrub typically occurs on loose, sandy or fine-gravelly alluvium
deposited near stream channels during flood flows. This early seral type requires repeated
flooding to prevent succession to Southern Cottonwood-Sycamore Riparian Forest. Other
characteristic species include black willow (Salix gooddingii), red willow (S. laevigata), narrow-
leaf willow (Salix exigua) and arrow weed (Pluchea sericea).

The small patch of Southern Willow Scrub consists of one black willow and two arroyo willows
(Salix lasiolepis), with an understory of horseweed (Erigeron canadensis), castor bean (Ricinus
communis), dock (Rumex sp.), and smilo grass.

No wildlife was observed in the Southern Willow Scrub. Riparian vegetation such as Southern
Willow Scrub is generally high value for wildlife, but this patch is very small.

SPECIAL-STATUS SPECIES

For the purposes of this report, a sensitive or special-status plant or animal is any taxon (species,
subspecies, or variety) that is officially listed by the State of California or the federal government
as Endangered, Threatened, or Rare, or a candidate for one of those listings; classified as Fully
Protected, Species of Special Concern, or Watch List by the California Department of Fish and
Wildlife (CDFW); or included in California Rare Plant Ranks (CRPR) 1 through 4.

Lists of special-status plants and animals with the potential to occur on the Site were generated
from the CNDDB RareFind5 and BIOS databases. The resulting lists include any special-status
species documented within the Site’s USGS 7.5’ quadrangle (National City) and surrounding
quadrangles (La Jolla, La Mesa, El Cajon, Point Loma, Jamul Mountains, Imperial Beach, Otay
Mesa), within a similar elevation range. Attachment D provides information on these special-
status plant species, as well as an evaluation of the potential for each species to occur on the Site,
based on CNDDB, the CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants (on-line version, 2018),
SDNHM’s Herbarium Collection Map (SDNHM 2012), professional experience, and field
observations. Attachment E provides information on these animal species, and an evaluation of
the potential for each species to occur on the Site, based on San Diego County Mammal Atlas
(Tremor et al. 2017), San Diego County Bird Atlas (Unitt 2004) and Google Earth Bird Atlas
(SDNHM 2018), Amphibian and Reptile Atlas of Peninsular California (SDNHM 2019), species
requirements, records search results, and field observations.

Special-status Species Observed on the Site
No special-status species were observed on or near the Site.

Special-status Species with High Potential to Occur on the Site
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Based on CNDDB records searches in the Project quadrangle, review of localized species
distribution data from the San Diego Natural History Museum (2012) and Consortium of
California Herbaria (Jepson Flora Project 2022), and evaluation of current Site conditions, one
special-status species has high potential to occur on the Site:

Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperi) is a CDFW Watch List species. This raptor occupies open
riparian, oak, and eucalyptus woodland and other open forested areas from 150-915 meters
AMSL and is very tolerant of urbanization. Cooper’s hawks breed wherever there are trees, but
are most numerous in lowland and foothill canyons, as well as urban areas. This species is just as
widespread over the coastal slope in winter but is more concentrated at lower elevations and in
developed areas. Egg laying typically occurs from late March to mid-June. There is suitable
habitat on the Site for foraging and nesting, and this species is relatively common and
widespread. Therefore, Cooper’s hawk has high potential to occur on the Site.

Raptor Foraging, Nesting Birds, and Migratory Birds

Raptors are protected under California Fish and Game Code Section 3503.5, which specifically
protects all birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (raptors, including owls and turkey
vultures). It is unlawful to take, possess or destroy any such raptors or their nests and eggs except
as otherwise provided in the Fish and Game Code. The Site may support raptor foraging.

California Fish and Game Code Section 3503 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly
destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by the Fish and Game Code or
any regulation made pursuant to the Code. The federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act prohibits the
killing or transport of native migratory birds, or any part, nest, or egg or any such bird unless
allowed by another regulation (such as for “game” birds). Therefore, all native, non-game birds
on the Site, and the nests and eggs of all native non-game birds, are protected during the nesting
season even if these birds are not special-status or otherwise protected.

Large Mammal Use / Wildlife Corridor / Nursery Site

No evidence of Site use by large mammals such as mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus) or
mountain lion (Puma concolor) was found during the surveys. The Site could not serve as a
wildlife corridor because it occurs in an area surrounded by development. The on-site drainage
would be the most likely feature to serve as a wildlife corridor, but it does not provide any
connection to large and relatively undisturbed blocks of habitat.

Native wildlife nursery sites are sites where wildlife concentrate for hatching and/or raising
young, such as rookeries, spawning areas and bat colonies. While a number of species may breed
on the Site, the Site’s disturbed condition and proximity to development make it a poor candidate
as a wildlife nursery site and is very unlikely to be necessary habitat for these species’
reproduction.
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JURISDICTIONAL WETLANDS AND WATERWAYS

The property supports a drainage that is subject to jurisdiction of CDFW, U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (USACE), and the State Water Resources Control Board. Field work included
assessment and mapping of jurisdictional water resources. A water resources delineation report is
provided under separate cover.

The largest or maximum jurisdictional area is that of CDFW, which extends from drainage
channel top-of-bank to top-of-bank, and to the outer edge of riparian vegetation where that is
greater than top-of-bank. The CDFW jurisdictional area covering streambed (Non-vegetated
Channel), riparian vegetation (Southern Willow Scrub), and some Non-native Vegetation is
shown in the biological resources mapping in Figure 4.

Non-wetland Waters of the U.S. and Waters of the State occur within the CDFW jurisdictional
area. However, because this Project will avoid impacts to the CDFW maximum jurisdictional
area, details on the internal jurisdictional areas are not included in this report. Please refer to the
delineation report for details.

OTHER UNIQUE FEATURES/RESOURCES
The Site does not support unusual soils, Rock outcrops, steep hillsides, or other unique features.
SIGNIFICANCE OF PROJECT IMPACTS AND PROPOSED MITIGATION

Direct impacts are generally obvious, absolute, or quantifiable, such as direct destruction of
vegetation, sensitive habitats, and plant and animal populations, loss of foraging, nesting,
breeding, or burrowing habitat; clearing of a particular species’ required habitat (directly
impacting that species), or blocking a wildlife corridor. Direct impacts may occur as a result of
Project itself, or activities necessary for implementation of the Project such as construction of
staging areas. Figure 5 depicts the Project’s direct impacts to biological resources.

Indirect impacts may be the result of secondary effects from direct impacts, or those impacts that
over time cause degradation of a resource by changing its function, health, or quality. Unlike
direct impacts that are typically one-time effects, indirect impacts often continue in the long term
and may actually increase. Indirect impacts commonly result from a project’s “edge effects.”
Edge effects from development can extend several hundred feet into adjacent open space areas,
causing significant changes in species composition, diversity and abundance in those nearby
lands. Projects may result in a wide variety of indirect impacts depending on project context.
Examples of indirect impacts include edge effects such as an increase in human encroachment
into the natural environment, particularly through off-road vehicle use; harassment and/or
collection of wildlife species by people; predation upon wildlife by domestic animals that intrude
into open space areas; increased wildlife mortality along roads. Other less visible indirect
impacts include decline in the availability of a resource such as water or prey, reduction in
habitat viability as a result of altering moisture regime or vegetation, habitat fragmentation, and
damage to or loss of ecosystem and/or watershed integrity.
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Cumulative impacts occur as a result of the additive effect of multiple or ongoing direct and
indirect impacts to a biological resource over time. A project’s direct and indirect impacts may
not be individually significant, but the additive effect when viewed in connection with the
impacts of past, present and probable future projects may cause the significant loss or
degradation of a resource.

Direct, indirect, and cumulative Project impacts are discussed in the following sections.
Direct Impacts

Implementation of the Project would directly impact 1.88 acres of on-site land and 0.03 acre off-
site. Direct impacts are summarized in Table 2, below.

Table 2. Vegetation/Land Cover, Impacts, and Mitigation Ratios

Vegeaion Lana | S5 | It | oo ot |y | i
(Acres) | (Acres) (Acres) (Acres) (Acres)

Developed Land 0.19 0.00 0.19 0.03 - 0
Disturbed Land 1.24 0.15 1.09 0.00 - 0
Eucalyptus Woodland 0.23 0.14 0.09 0.00 - 0
Non-native Vegetation 0.62 0.11 0.51 0.00 - 0
Non-vegetated Channel 0.12 0.12 0.00 0.00 >2:1 0
Southern Willow Scrub 0.05 0.05 0.00 0.00 >2:1 0
TOTAL 245 0.57 1.88 0.03 0

*Impact Neutral applies to the drainage channel, which must be avoided, and the unusable strip of land along the
southern edge of the drainage.

Direct impacts to Developed Land, Disturbed Land, Eucalyptus Woodland, and Non-native
Vegetation are not significant and do not require mitigation.

The two sensitive categories, Non-vegetated Channel and Southern Willow Scrub, will not be
impacted.

Because no special-status species were found, the Project is not expected to result in significant
impacts to special-status species.

The loss of this amount of Disturbed Land, Eucalyptus Woodland, and Non-native Vegetation
would not be considered a significant loss of raptor foraging habitat.

The jurisdictional drainage will not be impacted.

Therefore, the Project would not result in significant direct impact to biological resources.
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Indirect Impacts

The sensitive drainage could be indirectly impacted by sediment or contaminant runoff from the
development area, either during Project grading and construction or after. Such impacts would be
violations and would be subject to fines and punitive mitigation. However, the Project will
implement standard Best Management Practices (BMP) that would prevent such impacts or
reduce them to below a level of significance. These BMPs may include installation of silt fence
and protective fencing between the drainage jurisdictional limits and ground disturbance during
grading and construction, and use of biofiltration basins to catch site runoff. The drainage area
will be protected from future impacts by establishment of the OSE and installation of a
permanent three-foot split-rail fence.

Another potential indirect impact is interference with nesting birds protected by the MBTA and
Fish and Game Code. The required avoidance measures, based on either avoidance of work
during the avian breeding season or use of focused nest surveys and nest buffers (see summary of
avoidance measures below for details), would reduce this potential impact to below a level of
significance.

Cumulative Impacts

The proposed Project will not result in significant impacts to any sensitive vegetation, special-
status species, jurisdictional water resources, or other sensitive biological resources. Therefore,
the cumulative impact would be less than significant.

National City Tree Preservation Ordinance

The City does not have any tree preservation requirements that apply to trees on private property
outside of public right-of-way. The Project is outside the public right-of-way except for where
the new entries join Plaza Bonita Centerway. No trees are currently in the public right-of-way at
those locations. All onsite trees within the development footprint will be removed. However,
trees within the impact-neutral area along the drainage will be preserved unless they are
identified as invasive species to be removed.

The tree preservation requirements in Section 18.44.120 of the National City Code will be
implemented to ensure protection of trees within the OSE. This will include the following items:

1. All native trees within the OSE area shall be protected during construction through the
use of construction fencing at or beyond the drip line of the tree or trees to be preserved,
and/or silt fence and construction fence at or beyond the limit of the area to be preserved.

2. To protect and encourage the continued health and vitality of the preserved trees, the
ground within the drip line shall be kept in a natural state. Storage of soils, construction
equipment or other materials during or after construction within the tree dripline is
prohibited.

3. Ifnon-native trees growing within the OSE area are to be removed in the future for
purposes of riparian habitat enhancement, such removal must be done under supervision
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of a qualified biologist and after determining whether permits are required from the water
resource regulatory agencies (USACE, CDFW, and RWQCB).

Implementation of these tree preservation measures is intended for protection of the sensitive
riparian habitat and drainage, and not for National City tree preservation credits.

Biological Avoidance/Mitigation Measures

The Project will incorporate the following avoidance/mitigation measures to reduce potentially
significant impacts to a level below significant:

The drainage shall be protected from direct and indirect impacts by providing a
physical barrier between clearing, grading, and construction. A temporary silt fence
shall be installed along the southern edge of Project impacts prior to clearing and
grading. A permanent three-foot split-rail fence shall be installed between the Project
development area and the protected drainage after grading is complete.

The 0.59-acre impact-neutral drainage area shall be protected from future impacts by
establishing an OSE over it.

Clearing and grading shall be avoided during the bird breeding season of February 1
to August 31. If clearing and grading activities must occur during the bird breeding
season, a survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist within three days prior to
any clearing, to determine whether breeding birds occur within the area of potential
disturbance (the Project limits of impact and an additional 300 feet). If the survey
finds that there is no nesting activity within the area of potential disturbance, clearing
and grading activities shall be allowed to proceed. If the survey finds an active nest,
then clearing and grading shall not occur within 300 feet of the active nest until
nesting activity has been determined complete by the qualified biologist.

BMPs and the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan will specifically include
mandatory measures to prevent any movement of water, soils, or any material from
the Project development area into the drainage channel or off-site areas.

This concludes Athena’s biological resource letter report. Please do not hesitate to contact us
with any questions or comments. Thank you.

Sincerely,

Cothesims Moo

Catherine MacGregor
Senior Biologist and Botanist
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