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April 12, 2023 00986.00007.021 
 
Sue Richardson, Director of Community Services 
City of La Mesa, Community Services Department 
4975 Memorial Drive 
La Mesa, CA 91942 
srichardson@cityoflamesa.us 
 
Subject: Cultural Resources Survey Report – Negative Findings, La Mesa Waite Drive Park 

Project, La Mesa, San Diego County, California 

Dear Ms. Richardson:  

Please be advised that a cultural resources survey has been conducted on the above-referenced project. 
One archaeological resource, the foundations of the historical County of San Diego Lemon Grove Road 
Station, was identified and recorded within the proposed project area; however, this is not eligible for 
listing as a historical resource in the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) per the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  

County: San Diego 
USGS 7.5’ Quad: National City Date: 1997 
Section: Unsectioned Township: 16 South Range: 2 West  
Address: 7410 Waite Drive 
City: La Mesa State: California 

Other Locational Data: The project area is in the City of La Mesa (City), in central San Diego County 
(Figure 1, Regional Location). It lies north of State Route (SR) 94, south of University Avenue, and east of 
Massachusetts Avenue (Figure 2, USGS Topography). The project area is located at the northwestern 
corner of Waite Drive and Murray Hill Road (Figure 3, Aerial Photograph). The project site consists of 
approximately 2.8 acres. 

Assessor’s Parcel Number: 474-50-015 

UTM: 11 North (N); 496428 meters (m) East/3623206 m N (approximate center, Google Earth) 

Elevation: approximately 447 to 480 feet above mean sea level (Google Earth)  

http://www.helixepi.com/
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Owner and Address: City of La Mesa 
  8130 Allison Avenue 

La Mesa, CA 91942 
 
Survey Type: Pedestrian Survey  
Date of Survey: March 23, 2023 
Field Crew: James Turner (HELIX), Chris Curo (Native American Monitor, Red Tail 

Environmental) 

DESCRIPTION  

The Project involves the redevelopment of a vacant and disturbed 2.84-acre site into a neighborhood park 
for the surrounding community. The proposed park would encompass the entirety of the 2.84-acre site 
and would include amenities such as a nature-themed playground, a tot lot playground area, a dog run 
with a decomposed granite surface, a large lawn area, a fitness zone, a shade structure with picnic 
tables, and a half-court basketball court. Additionally, an 8-foot-wide accessible concrete walking loop 
would traverse the project site, connecting the various amenities. Seating nooks and benches would be 
placed throughout the loop. The park would also provide a family style restroom with an accessible 
outdoor sink and water station, with a garage and storage on the back side of the structure. 

RECORDS SEARCH/PREVIOUS RESEARCH 

A records search for the project area and a one half-mile radius was obtained from the South Coastal 
Information Center (SCIC) as a part of the cultural resources study. Record search maps are included in 
Attachment A (Confidential, bound separately). A total of five cultural resources studies have been 
previously conducted within the search radius, none of which covered the project site. These studies 
include a transportation corridor study for State Route 94, south of the project, telecommunication 
tower site visit and monitoring reports, and two commercial development survey reports. None of these 
studies covered the project area and therefore did not identify resources within the project area.  

According to the record search results, a total of three cultural resources have been previously recorded 
within one half-mile of the project area. These include the historic Waite House, which was located 
approximately 0.4 mile west of the project site; the Lemon Grove Congregational Church of Christ; and 
the Lemon Grove Monument. None of these resources are within the project area nor would they be 
directly or indirectly impacted by the proposed project.  

HELIX Environmental Planning, Inc. (HELIX) reviewed aerial photographs and topographic maps of the 
project site for information on past use and previous site development (Nationwide Environmental Title 
Research, Inc. [NETR]; 2023). The oldest aerial photograph available dates to 1953. This aerial shows two 
structures in the center of the project area, at least two smaller structures along the western perimeter, 
and at least two small structures in the southeastern corner of the project area. The northern half of the 
project area appears to be disturbed, with unidentifiable parallel lines indicating possible structures. A 
1964 aerial shows intense development, with buildings in the center, western perimeter, and 
southeastern corner, as well as unidentifiable rectangular structures in the southeast and along the 
northwestern and northeastern perimeter. Vehicles appear to be parked throughout the site. By 1968, 
the southernmost central building and the buildings along the western perimeter appear to have been 
demolished.  
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An additional building appears on the western side of the remaining central building in 1978, and the 
site appears to be heavily used as evidenced by the presence of vehicles parked throughout. The 
buildings in the southeastern corner are no longer present by this time. The small addition to the central 
building is no longer present by 1985 and the central building is no longer present by 1997. The project 
site appears to be unoccupied from 1997 to the most recent aerial in 2020.  

HELIX reviewed topographic maps dating from 1904, 1908, 1911, 1915, 1920, 1928, 1932, 1941, 1944, 
1955, 1960, 1963, 1970, 1978, 2001, 2012, 2015, 2018, and 2021 (NETR 2023). The 1904 topographic 
map shows Waite Drive and Murray Hill Road already established. There are no visible changes until 
1944, when five buildings are shown in the project site: three in the center parallel to Waite Drive, one 
along the western perimeter, and one in the southeastern corner. By 1970, only two buildings are 
shown, in the center of the site. By 2001, the site is depicted as vacant and remains that way to the most 
recent map in 2021. 

HELIX reviewed the Environmental Database Report (EDR) including an aerial photograph decade 
package, with aerial photographs of the project area dating from 1949, 1953, 1964, 1966, 1970, 1979, 
1985, 1989, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2002, 2005, 2009, 2012, 2016, and 2020 (Environmental Data Resources, 
Inc. 2023). These photographs show that by 1949, the site contained two large structures in the center 
and two other structures on the western side. The site appears to be graded by this time, as evidenced 
by the lack of vegetation in comparison to the surrounding landscape. Waite Drive and Murray Hill Road 
are visible, although the residential development west and north of the project site does not appear 
until the 1966 aerial. In the following aerial, dated 1970, only the northern central structure is visible, 
and the southern structure appears to have been demolished. The remaining structure is visible through 
1994 but appears to have been demolished by 1996. The foundations of this structure are present 
within all remaining aerials (Environmental Data Resources, Inc. 2023).  

The City provided the Lemon Grove Road Station Site Plan (County of San Diego n.d.) (Site Plan) and the 
Waite Park Master Plan and Progress Report (Richardson et al. 2022), which HELIX reviewed for 
information about the past use of the project site. According to the Site Plan, a framed house, cottage, 
detached garage, chicken pen, and associated fruit and ornamental trees occupied the southeastern 
corner of the project area. A large rectangular office building occupied the southern center of the 
project site parallel to Waite Drive. A grease rack was located in the eastern center of the project site, 
consisting of a square structure with parallel features. Two additional rectangular structures are shown 
but unidentified: one along the western perimeter and another along the southern perimeter, south of 
the office building. A retaining wall is shown running nearly the length of the eastern site perimeter, 
dividing the residence from the larger property. Additional features shown on the map include a 
flagpole, gas pumps, water lines, fire hoses, a light pole, retaining walls, gates, and gate valves.  

The Waite Park Master Plan and Progress Report (Richardson et al. 2022) summarizes the history of the 
project site. The property was purchased by Jerry W. Waite, a pioneering orchardist, in the 1890s. The 
Waite family built a ranch and home just west of the project site and planted an exotic fruit orchard on 
the project site and surrounding land. The family began the Waite Orchard Fruit Label and shipped fruit 
throughout the nation (Lemon Grove Historical Society n.d.). The County of San Diego built the Lemon 
Grove Road Station, a facility for staging and servicing County trucks and equipment, on the project site 
in the 1930s and it was still used for this purpose through the 1990s.  
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NATIVE AMERICAN OUTREACH  

HELIX contacted the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) on February 22, 2023, for a Sacred 
Lands File search and a list of Native American contacts. The response, received on March 16, 2023, 
indicated negative results. HELIX sent notification letters on March 31, 2023, to all contacts listed by the 
NAHC. As of the date of this report, one response has been received from the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay 
Indians requesting Kumeyaay Native American monitoring during ground-disturbing activities. If 
additional responses are received, HELIX will forward them to the City. Native American correspondence 
is contained in Attachment B (Confidential, bound separately).  

SURVEY 

On March 23, 2023, a HELIX archaeologist and a Kumeyaay Native American cultural monitor conducted 
a reconnaissance survey of the project site. The survey consisted of systematically walking the project 
site and observing any areas of visible ground. Most of the project site was covered in gravel, broken 
asphalt, and wood and concrete debris (Plates 1-3), with thick vegetation covering the eastern 
perimeter (Plate 4). A large pile of imported loamy soil with cobbles obscured the ground in the 
northwest (Plate 5). Ground visibility ranged from 0 to 20 percent along the perimeters of the site and 
from 40 to 60 percent within the center. Visible native soil consisted of brown silty soil. Surveyors 
identified structure foundations in the eastern portion of the site and recorded these on a Department 
of Parks and Recreation (DPR) form. This form is located in Attachment C (Confidential, bound 
separately). 

 
Plate 1. Overview of the project area from the entrance. View to the north. 
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Plate 2. Overview of the project area from the north, structure foundations in foreground.  

View to the south. 

 

 
Plate 3. Overview of the project area from the north. View to the southeast.  
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Plate 4. Overview of the eastern edge of the project area. View to the north. 

 

 
Plate 5. Overview of the project from the northwest, imported soil in the foreground.  

View to the south. 

Although the project area has a history of use by the Waite family, the structure foundations recorded 
on site are likely the remnants of the County of San Diego Lemon Grove Road Station. This 
archaeological resource does not meet any of the eligibility criteria for listing in the CRHR per CEQA. 
(Public Resources Code [PRC] §5024.1, Title 14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] Section 4852). 
Criteria including the following: 

A (1): Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of California’s history and cultural heritage;  
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B (2): Is associated with the lives of persons important in our past;  

C (3): Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, or represents the work of an important creative individual, or possesses 
high artistic values, or: 

D (4): Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history. 

As one of numerous such County of San Diego road stations, the features on site are not associated with 
events that made significant contributions to the historic or cultural heritage of California (CRHR 
Criterion A[1]). Even though the Waite family owned the land in the late 19th and early 20th century, 
none of the visible features on site are associated with this period and, therefore, are not associated 
with persons important to California’s past (CRHR Criterion B[2]). None of the features on site are intact 
buildings and so do not embody distinctive characteristics of a type, period, region, or method of 
construction, nor do they represent the work of a creative individual or possess high artistic value (CRHR 
Criterion C[3]). Given the highly disturbed nature of the project area, there is little potential to yield 
information important to prehistory or history (CRHR Criterion D[4]).  

In addition to lacking significance, the project site has been thoroughly disturbed by demolition and 
continued use as a laydown yard and, therefore, also lacks integrity as defined by CEQA. 

CONCLUSION 

A records search conducted as part of the current study did not identify any cultural resources within 
the project area. The NAHC was contacted for a Sacred Lands File search, which returned negative for 
Tribal Cultural Resources. The contacts listed by the NAHC were notified of the project. As of the date of 
this report, one response was received from the Viejas Tribe of Kumeyaay Indians requesting Native 
American monitoring of ground-disturbing activities. If additional responses are received, HELIX will 
forward them to the City. Historical-aged structure foundations were identified and recorded during the 
March 2023 survey. These foundations do not meet any of the criteria for listing in the CRHR, per CEQA. 

Due to the disturbed nature of the project site and the lack of historical resources, as defined by CEQA, 
no impacts to historical resources are anticipated. However, the project site is noted as being of cultural 
significance to the Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians and was historically occupied in the early 20th 
century. Based on this, it is recommended that the project incorporate an archaeological and Native 
American monitoring program during initial grading, trenching, and ground disturbance, as there is a 
potential for encountering cultural resources in a subsurface context. If the archaeological and Native 
American monitors determine that the site is too disturbed and there is no potential for the discovery of 
cultural resources, then the monitoring program will halt.  

Sincerely, 
 
 
Nicole Falvey Mary Robbins-Wade, RPA 
Cultural Resources Project Manager Cultural Resources Group Manager 
 
Enclosures 

Figure 1 , Regional Location; Figure 2, USGS Topography; Figure 3, Aerial Photograph 
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Confidential Attachments 

A Records Search Summary and Map  
B Native American Correspondence  
C Department of Parks and Recreation Site Form  
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