
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

F I L E D. 
Siskiyou County 

JUN O ~ 2023 

PROJECT TITLE McKinley Scott Fuel Reduction Project 

The project is located across the S~ott Bar Mountains, between the Scott 
and Klamath Rivers east to McKinley Mountafn o0 Acer Klamath 

BY: 

PROJECT LOCATION Forostsprivate property; COUNTY Siskiyou 
Legat Description: T44N, RIOW; see. 1, 2, 3, 8. 9, 10, 11 &12; T45N, 

LEAD AGENCY 

CONTACT 

ADDRESS 

·R9W see. 9, 15, 21, 22 29 & 31; T45N, RIOW see, 1 & 36· MDBM 

Shasta Valley Resource Conservation District (SVRCD) 

Dan Blessing, Shasta Valley RCD 
215 F,xecutiVe Ct., Suite A 

Yreka, CA 96097 

PROJECT DESCRIPitON · . 

PHONE ' (805) 458-2684 

Project goals arn to• l.) improve forest health and resilience to severe wildfire, Qrought diseµse, and pests, 2,) reduce 'Wildfire risk for nearby, 
commtinities and infrastructur!,\ ·3} facill_t,ate fire suppression op~Hoos1 4) iµcrease long-Jenn carbon: capture and storage to en.sure treated, and 
~scent forested areas remain net sinks of carbon ~d continue to provide an abundance of ecosystem and societal benefits. 

The projec~ area consists of mixed conifer stands, plantations composed of pondei:osa pioe and Douglas-fir ranging from 3 to 32 years old and 
isolated brush patches and rock outcroppings:111e nativt? mixed conifer stands are composed of ponderosa pine, ::.-ugar pine~ white fir, Douglas~fir, 
and incense cedar. Elevations range from 4,600 to 6,000:feet with side slopes of0-60%, 

, The project will redu~ hazardous fuel loads by rem,oving over~tocked brush, small ti:ces, and limbing ladder £µels. AU matur0: scenic t~ees wilt be 
retained. Treatments·wm focus on the remova1 of young and/or suppressed advanced regeneration tree species less than 12~inch diameter at hret1St 
'heigh( removing s18Bh and jackpot accumulatiOOSi remoVing shrubs where they contribute to. vertical and .horizontal fuel continuity, and prune. trees 
to 6reate separatiOn of surface fuels and canopy fuels of nO less thiln Six-feet and up ten .. feet. maintaining llt least 50% of the crown, dependent on­
site specifiq :conditions. Jfees greater than 1211 dbh will not be removed unl~s they are a hazard to the road or personnel. The project area will be 
fuUy sto_cked upon completion of the project: Trealments will tiC inR? fire lines created to aid in control of the McKinney Fire. Activiltc~ will. 
include thinning, herbicide application, pre5¢Iibed fire, ati.d mastication. 

·EXEMPTll)!.fS!ATUS 

[8J Categorical Exemption Type/Section: Class 4 § 15304 ( e) Minor Alterations to Land 
D Statutory Exemption (state code section): 

0 Ministerial (§21080(b)(l); 15268) 

0 Declared Emergency (§2!080(b)(3); l5269(a)). · 

D Emergency Project (§21080(b)(4); !5269(b)(c)) 

REASONS PROJECT IS EXEMPT 

Public Resources Code, Division 13, Chapter 6. Article 19, Section 15304 allows minor a!tertltion of vegetatiOn inciud,ing fuel management 
activities to reduce the volume of flammable vegetation, provid~ the activities do not result in the taking of endangered, rar~ or threatened 
plant/animal species, or cau:SC Significant c:rOSion and OOdimentation of surfuce waters, Minifi\al ground disturbance is expected from most of this 
•project. aithough mastication of brush, slash, and imall trees may affect the ground. A current CNDDB and USPWS search was conduci(t The 
pr_oject as proposed 1vil1 ·not have a negative impact upon any listed species of plant or animal with pote_ntiaE to be fO.und within the proJCCt area. A 
current Archaeological records check was obtainedT and ·the project area was surveyed by RPFs John Kessler and Cole Humphrey. No sites were 
located within the project area. The arcb-aeologica1 survey reports were reviewed and approved by arch~eologists at Sonoma Stafy; University under 
contract to CAL.FIRE. Jnformation ~quest letters were sent to parties on the current Native Ameri~ Contact List for western Siskiyou County. 
This project as _proposed is not expected to result'in a significant impact on the envil'.ariment. Documentatioh-ofthc enviropinentat review is kept 
on file at Shasta Valley RCD, 2L5 Executive Ct, Suite A,_Yrekll, CA 9~097 - Attention Dan Blessing. 

DATE RECEIVED FOR f!UNG 

Rod Dowse, District Manager Date 
Shasta Valley R<ls-Ource Conservation Distict 


