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Stormwater Management 

The City has ongoing monitoring and maintenance procedures in place to ensure that the system functions 
effectively. To prevent significant flooding during storm events, the City and LACFCD monitor and maintain 
stormwater pumping stations to ensure they operate efficiently.  

As of  2019, the City has worked to improve five deficient pump stations to increase performance and operation. 
Similar improvements are being made to reduce offshore trash, debris, leaks, and urban runoff. These ongoing 
improvements are updated annually in the City’s CIP. In addition, the City currently requires individual drainage 
analyses for redevelopments to ensure conformity with the citywide drainage system. New developments and 
significant redevelopments must analyze the 10- and 25-year storm events of  their project and determine if  
there are any impacts to the public storm drain system. The City uses a hybrid approach to maintain storm 
drain capacity and promotes using existing features (i.e., parks) to serve as detention systems wherever needed 
and practical. 

Capital Improvement Program Projects 

The City alongside other stakeholders has multiple plans for CIP projects to continually improve water quality 
and plan for future drainage projects. The City specifically has a 5-year CIP document that describes several 
projects that impact drainage facilities within Redondo Beach. Table 5.17-9, Storm Drainage Capital Improvement 
Projects, describes these six CIP projects that will be implemented over the next five years. These projects in 
addition to others not listed here will continually improve the regional water quality and drainage infrastructure 
serving the City and region.  

Table 5.17-9 Storm Drainage Capital Improvement Projects 
CIP Project Name Phase/ FY Completion Project Description 

Santa Monica Bay Near/Offshore 
Marine Debris Total Maximum Daily 
Load (TMDL) 

Ongoing 
The project includes the installation and maintenance of 
catch basin trash screeners to achieve 20% trash 
reduction; five years, 40%; six years, 60%; seven years, 
80%; and eight years, 100% trash reduction. 

Enhanced Watershed Management 
Plan (EWMP) Implementation Ongoing 

EWMP implementation will include both structural water 
quality enhancement projects and nonstructural 
measures that address the need to comply with three 
new TMDLs recently approved by the EPA. They are 
PCB/DDT and debris for Santa Monica Bay and toxics 
for Dominguez Channel. 

Drainage Improvement Project Construction commenced FY 21-22 
This project will address nuisance water locations and 
replace all of the corrugated metal pipe cross-drains and 
culverts throughout the City with reinforced concrete 
pipe to reduce leakage. 

Beach Cities Green Street 
Improvements Construction FY 22-23 

Expand green street features, infiltration wells, and 
permeable pavers; control the peak rate from high 
intensity storm events; alleviate localized 
flooding/ponding; and recharge groundwater. 

Fulton Playfield Multibenefit Infiltration 
Project Construction FY 23-24 

This project will enhance an existing underground flood 
control basin managed by LACFCD by modifying the 
inlet structure and adding infiltration drywells. 
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Table 5.17-9 Storm Drainage Capital Improvement Projects 
Glen Anderson Park Regional 
Stormwater Capture Green Streets 

Design  
FY 23-24 

A Beach Cities EWMP project that supports regional 
MS4 compliance and creates recreational and greening 
benefits to the community. 

Source: Fuscoe 2024.  

 

5.17.3.2 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Appendix G of  the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if  the project: 

U-1 Require or result in the relocation or construction of  new or expanded storm water drainage, the 
construction or relocation of  which could cause significant environmental effects. 

5.17.3.3 PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN GOALS AND POLICIES 

Land Use Element 

Goal LU-5 Environmental Sustainability. An environmentally aware community that utilizes tools, strategies 
and approaches that protect and minimizes the impacts to the City’s environmental resources. 

 Policy LU-5.9. Stormwater Recapture. Prioritize bioswales and other strategies to recapture storm water 
and infiltrate it in the aquifer. Develop policies and ordinance that requires the implementation of  bioswales 
and similar strategies such as permeable surfaces to capture and infiltrate storm water from streets and 
development. 

5.17.3.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Methodology 

The following analysis is based in part on the information and analyses presented in the City of  Redondo Beach 
General Plan Update Infrastructure Report for Water, Sewer, Storm Drainage, and Water Quality prepared by Fuscoe 
Engineering in July 2024. This technical report includes an assessment of  the City’s existing stormwater 
drainage infrastructure and a summary of  existing regulatory procedures that reduce impacts to stormwater 
drainage infrastructure. In determining the level of  significance, the analysis assumes that future projects 
facilitated by the proposed project would comply with applicable federal, state, and local laws, ordinances, and 
regulations. 

Impact Analysis 

The following impact analysis addresses thresholds of  significance. The applicable thresholds are identified in 
brackets after the impact statement.  



R E D O N D O  B E A C H  F O C U S E D  G E N E R A L  P L A N  U P D A T E ,  Z O N I N G  O R D I N A N C E  U P D A T E   
A N D  L O C A L  C O A S T A L  P R O G R A M  A M E N D M E N T  D R A F T  E I R  

C I T Y  O F  R E D O N D O  B E A C H  

5. Environmental Analysis 
UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEM 

August 2024 Page 5.17-49 

Impact 5.17-5: Existing and/or proposed facilities would be able to accommodate development pursuant to 
the proposed project and not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or 
expanded storm water drainage, the construction or relocation of which could cause 
significant environmental effects. [Threshold U-1] 

The City is primarily built-out with buildings, roadways, pavement, and other impervious surfaces therefore no 
new sources of  stormwater or flood flows are anticipated. Current runoff  is captured and conveyed by existing 
City storm drain infrastructure throughout the City before discharging to County flood control facilities and 
channels and ultimately reaching the Pacific Ocean. New land development consistent with the proposed 
project would connect to the existing drainage facilities within the public right of  way. Additionally, existing 
City and County regulations would ensure that new development and redevelopment does not exceed the 
capacity of  storm drainage facilities.  

For example, per the requirements of  the LACDPW, as detailed in the Los Angeles County Hydrology Manual 
and the Los Angeles County Hydraulic Design Manual, development under the proposed project would be 
required to have site-specific hydrology and hydraulic studies to determine the capacity of  the existing storm 
drain systems and project impacts on such systems prior to approval by the LACDPW. Development under the 
proposed project would be required to comply with site-specific “allowable discharge rates” that limit post-
project peak-flow discharges compared to existing conditions, thus minimizing the potential for flooding on- 
or off-site and exceedance of  the capacity of  existing or planned stormwater drainage systems. The hydrology 
and hydraulic studies must be submitted to the County for review and approval prior to the issuance of  grading 
permits. 

Development projects would also be required to prepare and submit a SUSMP per the MS4 permit and Section 
5-7.113 of  the RMBC, which would include applicable low impact development requirements in the MS4 permit 
and Low Impact Development Standards Manual. Projects would be designed to control pollutants, pollutant 
loads, and runoff  volume as reasonably feasible by controlling runoff  from impervious surfaces through 
infiltration, evapotranspiration, bioretention, and/or rainfall harvest and use. The final BMPs to be 
implemented for the proposed project would be determined through the City’s review of  the SUSMP, which 
would occur during the City’s building plan check process. Additionally, the proposed project would incorporate 
into the project a stormwater mitigation plan, including the BMPs necessary to control stormwater pollution 
from project operations as set forth in the SUSMP. Structural or treatment control BMPs in project plans would 
meet the design standards in the SUSMP and MS4 permit. The project developer would also provide verification 
of  maintenance provisions for treatment and structural control BMPs.  

Furthermore, the City’s policy on flood control requires that developers seeking to construct a multifamily 
residential project of  more than four units or a commercial project of  more than one acre will be allowed to 
discharge one cubic foot per second per acre of  site area. Detention systems would be required, when necessary, 
to mitigate the drainage impacts.  

Moreover, policies within the existing Utilities Element also ensure that new development is adequately served 
by storm drainage utilities. For example, Policies 6.2.1 and 6.2.2 require the City to provide, operate, maintain, 
and repair storm drainage facilities in the City. Policy 6.2.3 requires that the approval of  new development be 
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contingent upon the ability of  the development to be served with adequate storm drainage infrastructure. Policy 
6.2.5 also directs the City to upgrade and expand storm drainage facilities for areas currently underserved by 
such facilities. Policy 6.2.7 would ensure that expansions for service to new development are paid for by the 
project proponent.  

In addition, the specific location and design of  future storm drainage systems (new or expanded) required to 
provide services in accordance with the proposed project are not known at this time, and therefore it would be 
speculative to provide environmental analysis for construction-related impacts. Improvements would also be 
subject to the proposed General Plan goals and policies; federal, state, and local regulations; and applicable 
mitigation measures as detailed in each topical section of  this Draft EIR. Therefore, construction-related 
impacts are concluded less than significant. 

Level of  Significance Before Mitigation: Less than significant. 

5.17.3.5 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Cumulative impacts are considered for the watersheds of  the Beach Cities Watershed Management Group, 
including the Santa Monica Bay, Dominguez Channel, and Machado Lake watersheds. Cumulative projects 
could result in an incremental increase in impervious surfaces that could increase stormwater runoff  and impact 
existing storm drain facilities. However, all cumulative projects would be required to comply with City or County 
ordinances as well as the countywide MS4 permit, which would minimize stormwater runoff. 

Development within the watershed areas would require conformance with State, County, and City regulations 
that would reduce hydrology and infrastructure construction impacts to less than significant levels. Any new 
development in the City would be subject to the proposed General Plan goals and policies, proposed goals and 
policies in the LCP, provisions in the municipal code, and other applicable City requirements that reduce 
impacts related to hydrology and stormwater drainage facilities. More specifically, potential changes related to 
stormwater flows, drainage, impervious surfaces, and flooding would be minimized by the implementation of  
stormwater control measures, retention, infiltration, and low-impact-development measures and review by the 
City’s Public Works Department to integrate measures to reduce potential stormwater drainage and flooding 
impacts. 

All cumulative projects in Los Angeles County and Ventura County would be subject to the same requirements 
of  the MS4 permit and would be required to comply with various municipal codes and policies and County 
ordinances, as well as numerous water quality regulations that control construction-related and operational 
discharge of  pollutants in stormwater. For these reasons, impacts from future development within the 
watershed areas related to stormwater infrastructure construction are not cumulatively considerable.  

In combination with past, present, and reasonably foreseeable projects, proposed implementation of  the 
General Plan Update would not result in a cumulatively considerable impact to stormwater infrastructure, and 
cumulative impacts would be less than significant. 
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5.17.3.6 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE BEFORE MITIGATION 

Upon implementation of  state, county, and local regulatory requirements, as well as the goals and policies within 
the proposed General Plan, impacts would be less than significant. 

5.17.3.7 MITIGATION MEASURES 

No mitigation measures are required.  

5.17.3.8 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Impacts would be less than significant.  

5.17.4 Solid Waste 
5.17.4.1 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Background 

Federal 

Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of  1976 (Title 40 of  the Code of  Federal Regulations), Part 258, 
contains regulations for municipal solid waste landfills and requires states to implement their own permitting 
programs incorporating the federal landfill criteria. The federal regulations address the location, operation, 
design (liners, leachate collection, run-off  control, etc.), groundwater monitoring, and closure of  landfills.  

State 

California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of  1991 

The California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act (Public Resources Code (PRC) Division 30, Part 3, 
Chapter 18) requires development projects to set aside areas for collecting and loading recyclable materials. The 
Act required CalRecycle to develop a model ordinance for adoption by any local agency relating to adequate 
areas for collection and loading of  recyclable materials as part of  development projects. Local agencies are 
required to adopt the model, or an ordinance of  their own, governing adequate areas in development projects 
for collection and loading of  recyclable materials. 

AB 1327, Model Ordinance for Recycling in Development Projects 

AB 1327 (PRC Sections 42900-42911) required all local agencies to adopt an ordinance relating to adequate 
areas for collecting and loading recyclable materials in development projects. This bill required local agencies 
to adopt a local ordinance by 9/1/93 or allow the model ordinance to take effect. 

Assembly Bills 939, 341, and 1826 

Assembly Bill 939 (Integrated Solid Waste Management Act of  1989; PRC 40050 et seq.) established an 
integrated waste-management system that focused on source reduction, recycling, composting, and land 
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disposal of  waste. AB 939 required every California city and county to divert 50 percent of  its waste from 
landfills by the year 2000. Compliance with AB 939 is measured in part by comparing solid waste disposal rates 
for a jurisdiction with target disposal rates. Actual rates at or below target rates are consistent with AB 939. 
AB 939 also requires California counties to show 15 years of  disposal capacity for all jurisdictions in the county 
or show a plan to transform or divert its waste. 

Assembly Bill 341 (Chapter 476, Statutes of  2011) increased the statewide solid waste diversion goal to 
75 percent by 2020. The law also mandates recycling for commercial and multifamily residential land uses as 
well as schools and school districts. 

AB 1826, which was enacted in 2014, mandated organic waste recycling for businesses and multifamily dwellings 
with five or more units. The commercial organics recycling law took effect on April 1, 2016. As of  September 
2020, businesses and multifamily residences with five or more units that generate two or more cubic yards per 
week of  solid waste (including recycling and organic waste) must arrange for organic waste recycling services. 
The bill requires each jurisdiction to report to CalRecycle on its progress implementing the organic waste 
recycling program, and CalRecycle reviews whether a jurisdiction is in compliance with the act. 

California Short-Lived Climate Pollutants Act (Senate Bill 1383) 

SB 1383 (California Code of  Regulations Title 14, Section 18993.1) focused on the elimination of  methane gas 
created by organic materials in landfills and set targets to achieve a 50 percent reduction in the statewide disposal 
of  organic waste by 2020 and a 75 percent reduction by 2025. Organic waste makes up half  of  what Californians 
send to landfills. SB 1383 requires all businesses and residents to divert organic materials (including food waste, 
yard waste, and soiled paper products) from the landfill. The regulation took effect on January 1, 2022, and will 
require that organics collection service be provided to all residents and businesses. Also, an edible food recovery 
program must be established by 2025 with the goal of  recovering edible food for human consumption 
(CalRecycle 2024a). 

California Single Use Foodware Act (AB 1276) 

AB 1276 (PRC Sections 42270 through 42273) was enacted in 2021 and requires all retail food facilities and 
food delivery services to provide single-use foodware items on request only. This law was established to reduce 
the amount of  waste generated by single-use items and to encourage consumers to choose reusables. Single-
use items include utensils, condiment cups and packages, straws, and stirrers, including those made from 
bioplastics, compostable plastic, bamboo, and paper. As of  June 1, 2022, all cities and counties must authorize 
an enforcement agency to issue violations for infractions. 

CALGreen Building Code 

Section 5.408 (Construction Waste Reduction, Disposal, and Recycling) of  CALGreen requires that at least 
65 percent of  the nonhazardous construction and demolition waste from nonresidential construction 
operations be recycled and/or salvaged for reuse. CALGreen is updated on a three-year cycle; the 2022 
CALGreen took effect on January 1, 2023. 
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Regional 

Los Angeles Regional Agency  

The Los Angeles Area Integrated Waste Management Authority is referred to as the Los Angeles Regional 
Agency or “LARA.” It was approved by the California Integrated Waste Management Board in 2004 to assist 
its 18 member cities to achieve AB 939 recycling goals through a Joint Powers Agreement on a regional basis. 
The City of  Redondo Beach is a member of  LARA, which assists member cities in complying with recycling 
requirements. 

County of  Los Angeles Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan 

The County Integrated Waste Management Plan comprises the solid waste reduction planning documents 
produced by the County and its cities. To assess compliance with AB 939, a Disposal Reporting System was 
established to measure the amount of  disposal from each jurisdiction. Comparing current disposal rates to base 
year solid waste generation determines whether each jurisdiction complies with the diversion mandate. 
Additionally, the Siting Element is a long-term planning document that describes how the County and the cities 
in the county plan to manage the disposal of  their solid waste for a 15-year planning period. The Siting Element 
contains goals and policies on a variety of  solid waste management issues.  

Local  

City of  Redondo Beach General Plan 

The City of  Redondo Beach General Plan includes a Solid Waste Management and Recycling Element that 
describes solid waste collection and recycling programs within the City and contains goals, objectives, policies, 
and implementation programs that guide the City’s management of  solid waste programs. The following 
policies from the Solid Waste Management and Recycling Element are applicable to solid waste impacts from 
the proposed project:  

GOAL 7A: Promote, develop, and maintain a comprehensive plan and strategy to manage the City’s solid waste 
collection, transportation, and management in an efficient and environmentally sensitive manner, and in 
accordance with all applicable state laws.  

Objective 7.1: Ensure that all available means of  modern and efficient solid waste collection, transportation, 
and management are provided to the residential, commercial, and industrial users in the community, in 
accordance with evolving industry regulations and standards. 

 Policy 7.1.1. The City of  Redondo Beach shall actively participate and interact with other local cities, state 
and regional governments/agencies and planning bodies, and local and regional solid waste removal 
purveyors in pursuing and securing responsible long-term solutions for solid waste removal. These 
solutions may include, but, not be limited to: a) the securing of  additional capacity and life span for existing 
operational landfills; b) the construction and operation of  new solid waste landfills; and c) the construction 
and operation of  “waste-to-energy” facilities. 
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 Policy 7.1.2. The City of  Redondo Beach (principally through the Department of  Public Works) shall 
continue to analyze and interpret solid waste generation rates, waste removal practices, and other events 
and trends related to solid waste generation and removal, to further increase the effectiveness and efficiency 
of  its removal and increase the potential and practice of  solid waste management/reduction and recycling 
programs. 

 Policy 7.1.3. The City of  Redondo Beach (principally through the Department of  Public Works) shall 
continue to encourage, support, and monitor the efforts and activities of  the City’s Environmental and 
Utilities Commission relative to solid waste removal and management and the creation and adoption of  a 
comprehensive solid waste management plan. This body was appointed by the City Council to develop, 
adopt, and implement the City of  Redondo Beach Solid Waste Management Plan, as mandated by the State 
Legislature in Assembly Bill 939. 

 Policy 7.1.4. The City of  Redondo Beach shall implement a solid waste/recycling education and 
information dispersal campaign/program at the local level, in order to supplement those currently 
instituted by state and regional governments and non-profit organizations through the various television 
and print media. 

GOAL 7B: Increase the public awareness of  the need to, and the means through which individual citizens, 
property owners, and business people in the community can successfully participate in local recycling 
programs. 

Objective 7.2: Increase the range and amount of  solid waste that is recycled throughout the community, in 
accordance with all applicable state and local requirements, while achieving the resultant environmental and 
financial benefits and advantages of  such activities. 

 Policy 7.2.1. In an effort to increase the rate and efficiency of  recycling resources and collection facilities 
available to the community, the City of  Redondo Beach, through its revised Municipal Code, shall continue 
to permit the siting and construction of  reverse vending machines in commercial and industrial zones, shall 
continue to permit small recycling collection facilities in these zones through a conditional use permit 
process, and shall continue to permit large recycling collection and processing facilities through conditional 
use permit and site plan review procedures and approvals. 

 Policy 7.2.2. The City of  Redondo Beach (principally through the Department of  Public Works) shall 
continue to analyze and interpret solid waste generation rates, waste removal practices, and other events 
and trends related to solid waste generation and removal, to further increase the effectiveness and efficiency 
of  its removal and increase the potential and practice of  solid waste management/reduction and recycling 
programs. 

 Policy 7.2.3. The City of  Redondo Beach (principally through the Department of  Public Works) shall 
continue to encourage, support, and monitor the efforts and activities of  the City’s Environmental and 
Utilities Commission relative to integrated waste management activities. This body was appointed by the 
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City Council to develop and implement the City of  Redondo Beach Solid Waste Management Plan, as 
mandated by the State Legislature in Assembly Bill 939. 

 Policy 7.2.4. In the interim, the City should continue to proactively encourage, engender, and monitor its 
existing “curbside” recycling plan, neighborhood and group recycling plans and efforts, recycling by larger 
property owners and commercial and industrial businesses to increase the amount of  participation and 
range of  materials that are presently being recycled. 

 Policy 7.2.5. The City of  Redondo Beach shall, as feasible and appropriate, require that all new or 
remodeled multi-family residential, commercial, and industrial developments develop and submit a formal 
“recycling plan,” designating where and through which means materials will be stored for recycling 
purposes. The City Department of  Public Works shall assist the City Community Development 
Department in reviewing these plans. 

City of  Redondo Beach Municipal Code 

Title 5, Sanitation and Health, Chapter 2, Garbage, Weeds, Rubbish, and Hazardous Waste, of  the RBMC 
provides a uniform procedure, regulation, and control for the collection and transportation of  solid waste, 
discards, and recyclable commodities to a City-designated disposal site, and provides for the regulation and 
control of  the collection and diversion of  solid waste from disposal at landfills through recycling, composting, 
or transformation of  recyclables. Article 7, Construction and Demolition Debris Waste Reduction and 
Recycling Requirements, requires covered projects to submit a recycling report after the completion of  a 
demolition project in addition to a waste management plan. Article 8, Mandatory Organic Waste Disposal 
Reduction, implements the requirements of  SB 1383 and requires single-family residences and commercial 
businesses to dispose of  organic waste. 

Title 10, Chapter 3, Environmental Review Pursuant to CEQA of  the RBMC establishes the specific procedures 
necessary to implement CEQA. Article 2, Evaluation of  Significant Effects, establishes criteria for determining 
significant effects and provides guidance in making an evaluation whether or not a particular project may have 
a substantial adverse effect on the environment. Pursuant to the Municipal Code, if  there are inconsistencies 
between the provisions contained in Title 10, Chapter 3, and the State's CEQA Guidelines, the State's CEQA 
Guidelines shall control. As established in Section 10-3.202, significant effects may be due to primary 
consequences immediately related to the project or may be due to secondary consequences related more to the 
primary consequences than the project itself. As established in Section 10-3.203(e), with respect to solid waste, 
a project will normally have a significant effect on the environment if  it will breach published national, state, 
or local standards relating to solid waste or litter control.  

Existing Conditions 

Solid Waste Collection 

Athens Services is the City’s exclusive franchise waste hauler that services all residential and commercial waste 
and recycling programs. Solid waste from Redondo Beach is collected by Athens Services and taken to its 
recycling facilities, which currently consist of  the City of  Industry Materials Recovery Facility and the Sun 
Valley Materials Recovery Facility (Athens Services 2024a). Food waste is processed and delivered to their 
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compost facility, American Organics, in Victorville (Athens Services 2024b). Unrecyclable solid waste collected 
by Athens Service is delivered to Antelope Valley Recycling and Disposal Facility, Azusa Land Reclamation, 
Chiquita Canyon Landfill, Lancaster Landfill, and Sunshine Canyon/County Landfill. Table 5.17-10, Landfill 
Summary, provides additional data for each landfill.  

Table 5.17-10 Landfill Summary 

Landfill Name 

Tons of Waste 
Received per 
Day in 2021 

Maximum Permitted 
Throughput, tons 

per day 
Residual Daily 

Capacity, tons/day 

Remaining 
Capacity, cubic 

yards2 
Estimated 

Closing Year 
Antelope Valley Recycling and 
Disposal Facility 2,579 5,548 2,969 17,911,2251 2044 

Azusa Land Reclamation 1,292 8,000 6,708 51,512,2012 2045 
Chiquita Canyon Landfill 6,153 12,000 5,847 60,408,0003 2047 
Lancaster Landfill 381 5,100 4,719 14,514,6484 2044 
Sunshine Canyon/County Landfill 7,830 12,100 4,270 77,900,00065 2037 

TOTAL 18,235 42,748 24,513 923 million  
Sources: LACPW 2022, 2024; CalRecycle 2024b, 2024c, 2024d, 2024e, 2024f. 
1  Remaining capacity as of October 2017. 
2  Remaining capacity as of September 2012. 
3 Remaining capacity as of August 2018. 
4 Remaining capacity as of August 2012. 
5  Remaining capacity as of May 2018. 

 

According to CalRecycle’s report for Overall Jurisdiction Tons for Disposal and Disposal Related Uses, the 
total waste generated for the jurisdictions in the LARA was 5,374,645 tons across quarters 1 and 2 of  2023 and 
quarters 3 and 4 of  2022 (CalRecycle 2024g). The City of  Redondo Beach represents 1.46 percent of  the total 
population of  all jurisdictions in the LARA and is therefore assumed to have an equivalent proportion of  the 
total waste disposal from the LARA jurisdictions. The total disposal for the City is assumed to be 78,704 tons 
in 2022-2023. 

Solid Waste Diversion 

As discussed previously, the Integrated Waste Management Act (2000) requires all local jurisdictions to divert 
50 percent of  total annual solid waste tonnage to be recycled. Additionally, as discussed above, in 2008, the 
requirements were modified to reflect a per capita requirement, rather than tonnage. Each jurisdiction has both 
a per capita and per employee target diversion rate, which are calculated from the average of  50 percent of  
generation between base years 2003 through 2006, expressed in terms of  per capita disposal. Disposal rates 
compared to disposal targets are one of  several factors in determining a jurisdiction’s compliance with AB 939; 
therefore, actual disposal rates at or below target disposal rates do not necessarily indicate compliance with 
AB 939. 

Redondo Beach disposals are aggregated with the 18 other jurisdictions under LARA. For the aggregated 
jurisdictions, the per capita residential target is 7.1 pounds per person per day of  landfilled solid waste. In 2022, 
the aggregated jurisdictions achieved an actual disposal rate of  6.1 pounds per person per day and 13.2 pounds 
per employee per day (CalRecycle 2024h).  
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The City’s annual recovered organic waste product procurement target is 5,319 tons per year, as designated by 
CalRecycle under SB 1383 (CalRecycle 2024i). Beginning January 1, 2022, each jurisdiction is required to 
procure a specific tonnage of  recovered organic waste products to meet its designated annual procurement 
target which is based on its population. However, SB 1383 also stipulates that jurisdictions whose procurement 
targets exceed their procurement of  transportation fuel, electricity, and gas derived from organic waste products 
used for heating applications in the previous year, are able to adjust their target to an amount equal to their 
total procurement of  those products as converted to their recovered organic waste product equivalent from 
the previous year. The City’s adjusted procurement target is 0 tons (CalRecycle 2024j; LARA 2022). According 
to the Los Angeles Area Integrated Waste Management Authority Electronic Annual Report for 2022, the most 
recent year for which data are available, the City procured 342.07 tons of  organic waste product (LARA 2022). 
While the City did not achieve its annual procurement product, it did achieve the adjusted procurement target. 

5.17.4.2 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Appendix G of  the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if  the project: 

U-4 Generates solid waste in excess of  state or local standards, or in excess of  the capacity of  local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of  solid waste reduction goals. 

U-5 Does not comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations 
related to solid waste. 

5.17.4.3 PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN GOALS AND POLICIES 

The proposed General Plan Update does not include any goals, objectives, policies, or actions relevant to solid 
waste disposal impacts. The analysis below references policies from the existing General Plan’s Solid Waste and 
Recycling Element, which will not be updated as part of  the proposed project.  

5.17.4.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Methodology 

The proposed project’s waste generation presented below is based on an estimate of  the City’s baseline waste 
generation rate, which was derived from solid waste disposal data in 2022 and 2023 from CalRecycle. As 
explained above, solid waste disposal data for the City is aggregated with that of  18 other jurisdictions under 
LARA. The City’s proportion of  population within the combined population of  the LARA jurisdictions was 
used to estimate the proportion of  solid waste attributable to the City from the total solid waste generated by 
all 18 LARA jurisdictions. This baseline generation rate was applied to the net population increase anticipated 
from buildout of  the General Plan Update. This net increase in annual waste generation was compared to the 
residual waste capacity of  the landfills that serve the City. In determining the level of  significance, the analysis 
assumes that future projects facilitated by the proposed project would comply with federal, state, and local laws, 
ordinances, goals, objectives, policies, and regulations. 
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Impact Analysis 

The following impact analysis addresses thresholds of  significance. The applicable thresholds are identified in 
brackets after the impact statement.  

Impact 5.17-6: Existing and/or proposed facilities would be able to accommodate project-generated solid 
waste and the proposed project would comply with related solid waste regulations and 
reduction goals. [Thresholds U-4 and U-5] 

The baseline solid waste disposal for the City (2022-2023) is estimated to be 78,704 tons. The existing (2023) 
service population in Redondo Beach is assumed to be 98,949, which accounts for employees and residents. 
Therefore, the baseline waste generation rate for the City is 0.8 tons/service population/year. The service 
population of  the City under buildout of  the General Plan is projected to be 115,605 residents and employees 
(see Table 3-4, Summary of  Existing and Proposed Land Uses). Using the City’s baseline waste generation rate, the 
anticipated waste generation for the City per year under buildout of  the General Plan by 2050 is 92,484 tons.3 
This represents a net increase of  13,780 tons of  waste by 2050. This assumes that the current diversion rate 
for Redondo Beach remains the same. It is likely that with the expansion of  organics and recycling programs, 
the diversion rate would increase in the future, resulting in a decrease in solid waste landfill disposal.  

A total of  13,780 tons/year would average about 46 tons/day (assuming 300 disposal days/year). This increase 
would be approximately 0.2 percent of  the current excess capacity of  24,513 tons/day at the landfills listed in 
Table 5.17-10. In addition, these calculations conservatively assume that current diversion rates remain the same 
and there is no increased diversion rate for organics and recycling.  

Furthermore, all development pursuant to the Redondo Beach General Plan Update would comply with 
Section 4.408 of  the 2022 California Green Building Code Standards, which requires that at least 65 percent of  
nonhazardous construction and demolition waste from nonresidential construction operations be recycled 
and/or salvaged for reuse. The California Building Code and Redondo Beach Municipal Code also require a 
construction and demolition materials management plan prior to issuance of  building permits for large projects. 
Furthermore, project-related construction and operation phases would comply with the following federal, state, 
and local laws and regulations that govern solid waste disposal:  

 The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of  1976 and the Solid Waste Disposal Act of  1965, which 
govern solid waste disposal.  

 AB 939 (Integrated Solid Waste Management Act of  1989; Public Resources Code 40050 et seq.), which 
required diversion of  50 percent of  waste from landfills and required each county to provide landfill 
capacity for a 15-year period.  

 AB 1327 (California Solid Waste Reuse and Recycling Access Act of  1991) which requires local agencies 
to adopt ordinances mandating the use of  recyclable materials in development projects.  

 
3 0.8 tons per service population per year * 115,605 service population = 92,484 tons per year 
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 AB 1826, which mandates that businesses that generate two or more cubic yards of  solid waste, recycling, 
and organic waste combined per week to start recycling organic waste.  

 AB 341 that mandates recycling for commercial and multifamily residential land uses as well as schools and 
school districts. Businesses and housing that includes five or more units must also arrange for organic waste 
recycling services if  they generate two or more cubic yards per week of  solid waste (including recycling 
and organic waste), in accordance with AB 1826. Organic waste generation would be reduced in line with 
the targets set by SB 1383.  

Additionally, the policies listed in the City’s existing Solid Waste Management and Recycling Element, including 
Policies 7.1.1 through 7.2.5, promote compliance with State and federal waste management policies and 
encourage monitoring of  waste services to increase waste diversion in the City. Development under the General 
Plan would also be required to comply with the applicable provisions of  Title 5, Sanitation and Health, of  the 
RBMC. Article 7 of  the RBMC requires covered projects to submit a recycling report after the completion of  
a demolition project in addition to a waste management plan, and Article 8 requires single-family residences 
and commercial businesses to dispose of  organic waste. With continued compliance with the applicable 
regulations, leading to increased recycling and waste diversion and adherence to the General Plan goals, 
objectives, policies, anticipated rates of  solid waste disposal would be less than significant. 

Level of  Significance Before Mitigation: Less than significant. 

5.17.4.5 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

Cumulative impacts are considered for the service areas of  the five landfills that serve the City, shown in Table 
5.17-10. Cumulative projects would result in increased generation of  solid waste that would need to be 
processed at these landfills. These landfills have a daily maximum throughput of  42,748 tons per day, a 
remaining capacity of  approximately 923 million cubic yards, and estimated closure dates ranging from 2037 to 
2047. Other projects would recycle and compost parts of  their solid waste in accordance with the California 
Integrated Waste Management Act (AB 939), AB 341, AB 1826, and CALGreen Section 5.408. AB 939 requires 
Los Angeles County to maintain 15 years of  available countywide solid waste disposal capacity. As detailed in 
the 2023 Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan, the County’s landfill system has sufficient capacity 
to accommodate the project and future development within the County. Cumulative impacts would be less than 
significant after compliance with existing regulations, and project impacts would not be cumulatively 
considerable. 

5.17.4.6 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE BEFORE MITIGATION 

Upon implementation of  regulatory requirements and goals and policies from the proposed project,, all solid 
waste impacts would be less than significant. 

5.17.4.7 MITIGATION MEASURES 

No mitigation measures are required.  
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5.17.4.8 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Impacts would be less than significant.  

5.17.5 Other Utilities 
5.17.5.1 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

Regulatory Background 

Federal 

Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of  1968  

The Natural Gas Pipeline Safety Act of  1968 authorizes the US Department of  Transportation (USDOT) to 
regulate pipeline transportation of  flammable, toxic, or corrosive natural gas and other gases as well as the 
transportation and storage of  liquefied natural gas. USDOT’s Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety 
Administration (PHMSA) develops and enforces regulations for the safe, reliable, and environmentally sound 
operation of  the nation’s 2.6 million miles of  pipelines. USDOT and PHMSA regulations governing natural 
gas transmission pipelines, facility operations, employee activities, and safety are in the Code of  Federal 
Regulations (CFR)—49 CFR Parts 190 through 192, 49 CFR Part 195, and 49 CFR Part 199.  

Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of  2002 

The Pipeline Safety Improvement Act mandates that the USDOT, the Department of  Energy, and the National 
Institute of  Standards and Technology in the Department of  Commerce carry out a program of  research, 
development, demonstration, and standardization to ensure the integrity of  pipeline facilities. The purpose of  
the program is to identify safety and integrity issues and develop methodologies and technologies to 
characterize, detect, and manage risks associated with natural gas and hazardous liquid pipelines (PHMSA 
2017). 

Pipeline Inspection, Enforcement, and Protection Act of  2006 

The Pipeline Inspection, Enforcement, and Protection Act confirms the commitment to the Integrity 
Management Program and other programs enacted in the Pipeline Safety Improvement Act of  2002. The 2006 
legislation includes provisions on: 

 Preventing excavation damage to pipelines through the enhanced use and improved enforcement of  state 
“One-Call” laws that preclude excavators from digging until they contact the state One-Call system to 
locate the underground pipelines. 

 Minimum standards for integrity management programs for distribution pipelines (including installation 
of  excess flow valves on single-family residential service lines based on feasibility and risk). 

 Standards for managing gas and hazardous liquid pipelines to reduce risks associated with human factors 
(e.g., fatigue). 
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 Authority to waive safety standards in emergencies.  

 Authority to assist in restoration of  disrupted pipeline operations. 

 Review and update incident reporting requirements. 

 Requirements for senior executive officers to certify operator integrity management performance reports. 

 Clarification of  jurisdiction between states and PHMSA for short laterals that feed industrial and electric 
generator consumers from interstate natural gas pipelines. (INGAA 2019) 

Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act of  2011 

The Pipeline Safety, Regulatory Certainty, and Job Creation Act of  2011 was designed to examine and improve 
the state of  pipeline safety regulation. The act: 

 Reauthorizes PHMSA’s federal pipeline safety programs through fiscal year 2015. 

 Provides the regulatory certainty necessary for pipeline owners and operators to plan infrastructure 
investments and create jobs. 

 Improves pipeline transportation by strengthening enforcement of  current laws and improving existing 
laws where necessary. 

 Ensures a balanced regulatory approach to improving safety that applies cost-benefit principles. 

 Protects and preserves Congressional authority by ensuring certain key rulemakings are not finalized until 
Congress has an opportunity to act.  

National Energ y Policy  

Established in 2001 by the National Energy Policy Development Group, this policy is designed to help the 
private sector and state and local governments promote dependable, affordable, and environmentally sound 
production and distribution of  energy for the future. Key issues addressed by the energy policy are energy 
conservation, repair, and expansion of  energy infrastructure and ways of  increasing energy supplies while 
protecting the environment. 

Federal Communication Commission Regulations  

The Federal Communications Commission regulates interstate and international communications by radio, 
television, wire, satellite and cable in all 50 states, the District of  Columbia and US territories. The commission’s 
regulatory powers include setting manufacturing standards for communications equipment, decency standards 
in radio and television broadcasts, and ensuring competition. 
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State 

California Public Utility Commission 

The California Public Utilities Commission regulates privately owned telecommunications, electric, natural gas, 
water, railroad, rail transit, and passenger transportation companies in addition to authorizing video franchises. 
Among the commission’s goals for energy regulation are: establish service standards and safety rules, authorize 
utility rate changes, oversee markets to inhibit anti-competitive activity, prosecute unlawful utility marketing and 
billing activities, govern business relationships between utilities and their affiliates, resolve complaints by 
customers against utilities, implement energy efficiency and conservation programs and programs for low-
income and disabled people, oversee the merger and restructure of  utility corporations, and enforce the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for utility construction. 

California Energ y Commission 

The California Energy Commission (CEC) was created in 1974 as the State’s principal energy planning 
organization in order to meet the energy challenges facing the State in response to the 1973 oil embargo. The 
CEC is charged with six basic responsibilities when designing state energy policy: 

 Forecast statewide electricity needs. 

 License power plants to meet those needs. 
 Promote energy conservation and efficiency measures. 

 Develop renewable energy resources and alternative energy technologies. 

 Promote research, development and demonstration. 
 Plan for and direct the State’s response to energy emergencies. 

AB 802: California Energ y Benchmarking and Disclosure  

On October 8, 2015, AB 802 directed the CEC to establish a statewide energy benchmarking and disclosure 
program and enhanced the CEC’s existing authority to collect data from utilities and other entities for the 
purposes of  energy forecasting, planning, and program design. Among its specific provisions, AB 802 requires 
utilities to maintain records of  the energy usage data of  all buildings to which they provide service for at least 
the most recent 12 complete months. AB 802 requires each utility, upon the request and authorization of  the 
owner, owner’s agent, or operator of  a covered building, to deliver or provide aggregated energy usage data for 
a covered building to the owner, owner’s agent, operator, or to the owner’s account in the Energy Star Portfolio 
Manager, subject to specified requirements. AB 802 also authorized the CEC to specify additional information 
to be delivered by utilities for certain purposes. 

California Building Code: Building Energ y Efficiency Standards 

Energy conservation standards for new residential and nonresidential buildings were adopted by the California 
Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission (now the CEC) in June 1977 (Title 24, Part 6, 
of  the California Code of  Regulations). Title 24 Part 6 requires the design of  building shells and building 
components to conserve energy. The standards are updated periodically to allow for consideration and possible 
incorporation of  new energy efficiency technologies and methods.  
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The CEC adopted the 2022 Building Energy Efficiency Standards on August 11, 2021, and they went into 
effect on January 1, 2023. The 2022 standards encourage efficient electric heat pumps, establish electric-ready 
requirements for new homes, expand solar photovoltaic and battery storage standards, strengthen ventilation 
standards, among other approaches. The 2022 standards require mixed-fuel single-family homes to be electric-
ready to accommodate replacement of  gas appliances with electric appliances. In addition, the new standards 
include prescriptive photovoltaic system and battery requirements for high-rise, multi-family buildings (i.e., 
more than three stories) and commercial buildings such as hotels, offices, medical offices, restaurants, retail 
stores, schools, warehouses, theaters, and convention centers.  

California Green Building Code: CALGreen 

CALGreen was adopted as part of  the California Building Standards Code and established planning and design 
standards for sustainable site development, energy efficiency (in excess of  the California Energy Code 
requirements), as well as water conservation and material conservation, both of  which contribute to energy 
conservation. The 2022 CALGreen standards became effective January 1, 2023.  

2016 Appliance Efficiency Regulations 

The 2016 Appliance Efficiency Regulations (Title 20, California Code of  Regulations, Sections 1601 through 
1608), combined with federal standards, set minimum efficiency levels for energy and water consumption in 
products, such as consumer electronics, household appliances, and plumbing equipment (CEC 2023a). Twenty-
three categories of  appliances are included in the scope of  these regulations. The standards apply to appliances 
that are sold or offered for sale in California, except those sold wholesale in California for final retail sale outside 
the State, and those designed and sold exclusively for use in recreational vehicles or other mobile equipment. 
These regulations exceed the standards imposed by all other states and they reduce GHG emissions and energy 
demand. 

State Greenhouse Gas Regulations 

Current State of  California guidance and goals for reductions in GHG emissions from stationary sources are 
generally embodied in Executive Orders S-03-05 and B-30-15, AB 32 and AB 197, and SB 32. While these 
regulations are aimed at reducing GHG emissions, they have a direct relationship to energy conservation. A 
detailed discussion of  these regulations is provided in Section 5.7, Greenhouse Gas Emission, of  the EIR. 

Local 

City of  Redondo Beach General Plan  

The City of  Redondo Beach General Plan includes a Utilities Element that contains goals, objectives, policies, 
and implementation programs related to providing energy and telecommunications infrastructure in the City. 
The following goals, objectives, and policies from the Utilities Element are applicable to energy and 
telecommunications infrastructure impacts from the proposed project.  

GOAL 6D: Provide an adequate, safe, and orderly supply of  electrical energy to support the various existing 
and future land uses and development intensities in the City. The services shall be provided and system operated 
in an ecologically-sensitive manner. 
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Objective 6.4: Work actively with the Southern California Edison Company (or any future purveyor of  
electricity to City) to ensure that adequate electrical facilities and capacities are available to meet the average 
daily and peak electrical energy needs of  existing and future development in the City. 

 Policy 6.4.1. Improve and enhance cooperation and communication with the Southern California Edison 
Company (or any future purveyor of  electricity to the City) to promote effective planning and ensure the 
most efficient and environmentally sensitive operation and maintenance of  the City’s electricity supply 
system and facilities. 

 Policy 6.4.2. Require that the approval of  new development in the City be contingent upon the ability of  
the project to be served with adequate electrical infrastructure and service. 

 Policy 6.4.3. Promote and require the undergrounding of  electrical utilities, including on-site electrical 
utility infrastructure and connections within a new development project, unless such undergrounding is 
judged as being infeasible. 

 Policy 6.4.4. Continue, through the City Public Works Department, to pursue potential funding 
mechanisms (outside of  the City’s General Fund) to undertake and carry out a more general program to 
incrementally underground, where possible, all of  the existing overhead electrical utility infrastructure, 
cable television lines, and overhead telephone lines in the City. 

 Policy 6.4.5. Ensure the provision of  adequate illumination of  all public streets, alleys (under special 
conditions) and public areas; upgrading areas which are deficient and maintaining light fixtures in good 
working order. 

 Policy 6.4.6. Require that improvements to or expansion to the existing city street lighting system and or 
new street light systems necessitated by new private development be borne by the project proponent; either 
through the payment of  fees, or through the actual construction of  the facilities. 

 Policy 6.4.7. Work, through the City Public Works Department, with the Southern California Edison 
Company (or any future purveyor of  electricity to the City) in developing and implementing a menu of  
programs for public information/education and action in encouraging electricity conservation practices. 

 Policy 6.4.8. Work with the Southern California Edison Company to ensure that their facilities and 
operations are provided in a manner that is compatible with adjacent and surrounding uses in the 
community. Continue to pursue and implement, where feasible, a program of  mitigation measures to lessen 
the severity and occurrence of  the impacts of  these facilities relative to noise, air quality, etc. 

 Policy 6.4.9. Work, through the City Public Works Department to monitor the evolving issue of  
Electromagnetic Radiation Frequencies [EMF] (from electrical operations and facilities) and their potential 
impacts on the community. As information and mitigation measures for these impacts becomes available, 
they should be analyzed and implemented, as possible and feasible, through the community. 
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GOAL 6E: Provide an adequate, safe, and orderly supply of  natural gas  to support the various existing and 
future land uses and development intensities in the City. The services shall be provided and system operated 
in an ecologically-sensitive manner. 

Objective 6.5: Work actively with the Southern California Gas Company (or any future purveyor of  natural 
gas to the City) to ensure that adequate natural gas facilities and capacities are available to meet the average 
daily and peak natural gas energy needs of  existing and future development in the City. 

 Policy 6.5.1. Improve and enhance cooperation and communication with the Southern California Gas 
Company (or any future purveyor of  natural gas to the City) to promote effective planning and ensure the 
most efficient and safe operation and maintenance of  the City’s natural gas supply system and facilities. 

 Policy 6.5.2. Require that the approval of  new development in the City to be served by natural gas be 
contingent upon the ability of  the project to be served with adequate natural gas infrastructure and service. 

 Policy 6.5.3. Require that all new development to be served by natural gas install on-site pipeline 
connections to distribution facilities underground, unless such undergrounding is judged to be infeasible. 

 Policy 6.5.4. Work with the Southern California Gas Company to develop a program for the future 
protection and conservation of  natural gas resources, as supplies warrant into the future. 

GOAL 6F: Ensure the availability, operation, and maintenance of  an adequate, modern, telecommunications 
system (i.e. telephone, facsimile, cellular, telephone, cable television, and satellite television/communication) to 
support the needs of  existing and future land uses and development intensities in the City.  

Objective 6.6: Work to ensure that adequate, modern telecommunications systems and facilities (i.e., telephone, 
facsimile, cellular telephone, cable television, and satellite television/communication) are available to meet the 
needs of  existing and new development in the City. 

 Policy 6.6.1. Provide for the continued development, expansion, and modernization of  
telecommunications systems (i.e., telephone, facsimile, cellular telephone, cable television, and satellite 
television/communication) [including fiber optics systems] as feasible, to ensure and enhance 
communication between residents, businesses, government agencies and other similar entities. 

 Policy 6.6.2. Improve and enhance cooperation and communication with the General Telephone and 
Electric Company and Century Cable Company (or any additional or future purveyor of  
telecommunications services to the City) to promote effective planning and ensure the most efficient 
operation and maintenance of  the City’s telecommunications system and facilities. 

 Policy 6.6.3. Pursue the expansion of  coverage and availability of  local cable television programming for 
government and community service meetings and events, public service notices and activities, and other 
non-profit or community-serving programs that may be of  interest or value to the community. 

 Policy 6.6.4. Require that all new development to be served by telecommunications install on-site 
connections to distribution facilities underground, unless such undergrounding is judged to be infeasible. 
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 Policy 6.6.5. Ensure, through the design review and approval process of  the City Planning Commission 
and City of  Redondo Beach Building and Safety Department, that satellite dishes and other highly visible 
telecommunications devices are (preferably) placed and designed as such to be shielded from view, or (at 
the least) designed as such to be compatible with surrounding uses and design characteristics of  the 
community. 

 Policy 6.6.6. Work with General Telephone (and any other purveyors of  telephone service) to ensure that 
outdoor telephone facilities are located and designed so as to prevent adverse impacts on surrounding 
properties. 

Existing Conditions 

Electric power is provided to the City of  Redondo Beach by Southern California Edison (SCE). Natural gas is 
provided by the Southern California Gas Company (SoCalGas). Internet, phone, and satellite television services 
are currently provided by a variety of  private sources, including but not limited to AT&T, Spectrum, Frontier 
FIOS TV, and Mediacom.  

Electricity 

Total existing electricity demand in Redondo Beach is estimated at 657,942,472 kilowatt hours (kWh) per year 
(657.9 gigawatt hours (GWh) per year), as shown in Table 5.5-1, Existing Electricity Demand, in Section 5.5, Energy.  

Southern California Edison  

The City is in SCE’s service area, which spans much of  southern California from Orange and Riverside counties 
on the south to Santa Barbara County on the west to Mono County on the north (SCE 2024a). Total electricity 
consumption in SCE’s service area was 107,876 GWh in 2022 (CEC 2024a). Sources of  electricity sold by SCE 
in 2022, the latest year for which data are available, were: 

 33.2 percent renewable, consisting mostly of  solar and wind 
 3.4 percent large hydroelectric 

 24.7 percent natural gas  

 8.3 percent nuclear 

 0.1 percent other 
 30.3 percent unspecified sources—that is, not traceable to specific sources (SCE 2024b)4 

Clean Power Alliance  

The Clean Power Alliance (CPA) is a nonprofit default electricity provider for over 30 public agencies in 
Southern California and started to service the City of  Redondo Beach in February 2019. CPA provides 
electricity generated from renewable sources, such as solar, wind, biomass, bio-waste, geothermal, and 
hydroelectric, and delivers to customers through SCE transmission lines. Customers in the City are automatically 

 
4 The electricity sources listed reflect changes after the 2013 closure of the San Onofre Nuclear Generating Station, which is owned 

by SCE. Numbers are rounded up and may cause the total to not add up to exactly 100 percent. 
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enrolled in the CPA’s “Clean Power” energy plan when they establish a new energy supply connection with 
CPA, which delivers over 50 percent renewable energy (Redondo Beach 2024).  

Sources of  electricity sold by CPA under the “Clean Power” plan in 2022, the latest year for which data are 
available, were: 

 40.1 percent renewable, consisting mostly of  geothermal, solar, and wind  

 20.4 percent large hydroelectric 

 0.0 percent natural gas  
 0.0 percent other 
 39.4 percent unspecified sources—that is, not traceable to specific sources (CPA 2024a)5 

Customers have the option of  opting up to “100% Green Power” plan, which provides 100 percent renewable 
and carbon-free electricity (CPA 2024b). Conversely, customers have the option to opt out of  CPA renewable 
energy sources and receive their energy service from SCE. SCE is responsible for maintaining transmission 
lines, handling customer billing, and responding to new service requests and emergencies.  

Natural Gas 

SoCalGas provides natural gas service in and has facilities throughout the City of  Redondo Beach. The service 
area of  SoCalGas spans much of  the southern half  of  California, from Imperial County on the southeast to 
San Luis Obispo County on the northwest to part of  Fresno County on the north to Riverside County and 
most of  San Bernardino County on the east (CEC 2022). Total natural gas consumption in the SoCalGas service 
area was 6,565 million therms for 2022 (CEC 2024b).  

Existing natural gas demands in the City, based on data provided by SoCalGas, are estimated at 11.1 million 
therms per year, as shown in Table 5.5-2, Existing Natural Gas Demand, in Section 5.5, Energy. 

Telecommunication Services 

Telecommunications services include wireless internet, cell phone and land line telephone, cable television, and 
satellite television. There are numerous telecommunication and internet providers that serve the City. 
Telecommunication providers include AT&T, T-Mobile, Verizon, and others. Internet providers include 
Spectrum, Xfinity, AT&T, Frontier, T-Mobile, and Frontier FIOS TV, among others. The current infrastructure 
is in place and sufficient to serve existing and future customers in Redondo Beach and the surrounding area. 

5.17.5.2 THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

According to Appendix G of  the CEQA Guidelines, a project would normally have a significant effect on the 
environment if  the project: 

 
5 Unspecified power is electricity that has been purchased through open market transactions and is not traceable to a specific 

generation source. 
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U-1 Require or result in the relocation or construction of  new or expanded water, wastewater treatment 
or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the 
construction or relocation of  which could cause significant environmental effects. 

5.17.5.3 PROPOSED GENERAL PLAN GOALS AND POLICIES 

The proposed General Plan Update does not include any goals, objectives, policies, or implementation actions 
relevant to electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications infrastructure impacts. The analysis below references 
policies from the existing General Plan’s Utilities Element which will not be updated as part of  the proposed 
project.  

5.17.5.4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

Methodology 

The following analysis is based on the calculations of  electricity and natural gas use under the proposed project 
presented in Section 5.5, Energy. Section 5.5 analyzes impacts with respect to wasteful consumption of  energy 
resources while the analysis in Section 5.17.5.4, Environmental Impacts, analyzes potential impacts related to the 
supply of  electricity and natural gas from the City’s energy providers in addition to the ability of  the City’s 
energy and telecommunications infrastructure to meet the needs of  the proposed project. The projected energy 
use under the proposed project is compared to the forecast energy use in the SCE and SoCalGas service areas 
presented in the California Energy Commission’s 2022 Integrated Energy Policy Report and California Gas 
and Electric Utilities 2018 California Gas Report, respectively.  

Impact Analysis 

The following impact analysis addresses thresholds of  significance concerning electric power, natural gas, and 
telecommunications. Impact analysis concerning thresholds of  significance for new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage facilities are covered in the discussions of  Impact 5.17-1, 2, 3, 4, 
and 5 earlier in this Chapter. The applicable thresholds are identified in brackets after the impact statement.  

Impact 5.17-7: Development pursuant to the proposed project would not require or result in the relocation 
or construction of new or expanded electric power, natural gas, and telecommunications 
facilities the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental 
effects. [Threshold U-1] 

Electricity 

Electrical service to the City is provided by SCE and CPA through connections to existing off-site electrical 
lines and new on-site infrastructure. As shown in Section 5.5, Table 5.5-3, Year 2050 Forecast Electricity 
Consumption, by horizon year 2050, electricity use in the City would increase by 230,624,940 kWh/year, or 
approximately 35 percent, from existing conditions. The total mid-electricity consumption in SCE’s service area 
is forecast to increase by approximately 23,200 GWh between 2022 and 2035 (CEC 2024c). Therefore, the 
forecast increase in electricity demand for the plan area is well within the forecast demand in SCE’s service area. 
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Buildout of  the General Plan would not require SCE to obtain additional electricity supplies, and impacts would 
be less than significant. 

In addition, any development pursuant to the proposed GPU would be required to comply with energy 
efficiency standards set forth by Title 24 of  the California Administrative Code, appliance efficiency regulations 
set forth by Title 20 of  the California Administrative Code, and CALGreen. Furthermore, several policies in 
the existing Utilities Element would ensure that new development is served by electrical utilities and that the 
utilities comply with energy efficiency standards. For example, Policy 6.4.2 requires that the approval of  new 
development in the City be contingent upon the ability of  the project to be served with adequate electrical 
infrastructure and service. Policy 6.4.7 directs the City to work with SCE to develop and implement a menu of  
programs for public information/education and action to encourage electricity conservation practices. 
Therefore, project development would not require SCE to obtain new or expanded electricity supplies, and 
impacts would be less than significant. 

Natural Gas 

As shown in Table 5.5-4, Year 2050 Forecast Natural Gas Consumption, in Section 5.5, existing natural gas use in 
the City totals 11,148,598 therms annually. By 2050, natural gas use in the City would increase by 2,623,262 
therms annually, or approximately 24 percent, from existing conditions to a total of  13,771,860 therms per year. 
This increase is less than 0.01 percent of  the total natural gas consumed in the SoCalGas service area in 2022 
of  6,565 million therms. SoCalGas forecasts that it will have sufficient supplies to meet demands in its service 
area (CGEU 2018).  

Therefore, the net increase in natural gas demand due to the buildout of  the proposed project is within the 
amount that SoCalGas forecasts that it will supply to its customers, and buildout would not require SoCalGas 
to obtain increased natural gas supplies over its currently forecast supplies. Additionally, policies in the existing 
Utilities Element would ensure that new development is served by natural gas utilities. For example, Policy 6.5.1 
directs the City to improve communication with SoCalGas to ensure the most efficient and safe operation and 
maintenance of  the City’s natural gas supply system and facilities. Policy 6.5.2 requires that the approval of  new 
development in the City to be served by natural gas be contingent upon the ability of  the project to be served 
with adequate natural gas infrastructure and service. Policy 6.5.3 requires that all new development to be served 
by natural gas install on-site pipeline connections to distribution facilities underground. Therefore, development 
pursuant to the proposed project would not require SoCalGas to obtain new or expanded natural gas supplies, 
and impacts would be less than significant. Therefore, impacts to electrical and natural gas utilities would be 
less than significant. 

Telecommunications 

Infrastructure supporting telecommunications services associated with the General Plan Update would be 
provided and installed in compliance with all State and local regulations. Furthermore, a number of  franchised 
telecommunications providers are available in the region, and no significant expansion or construction of  the 
telecommunications network is anticipated as a result of  implementation of  the proposed project. Additionally, 
several policies in the existing General Plan Utilities Element would also ensure that telecommunications 
infrastructure is modernized and provided where needed and when new infrastructure is added, so it does not 
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result in impacts to the environment. For example, Policy 6.6.1 directs the City to provide for the continued 
development, expansion, and modernization of  telecommunications systems, and Policy 6.6.3 directs the City 
to pursue the expansion of  coverage and availability of  local cable television programming for government and 
community service meetings and events, public service notices and activities, and other nonprofit or 
community-serving programs that may be of  interest or value to the community. Policy 6.6.6 directs the City 
to work with telecommunications providers to ensure that outdoor telephone facilities are located and designed 
so as to prevent adverse impacts on surrounding properties. As discussed, the General Plan Update would not 
require new or expanded telecommunication facilities, the construction or relocation of  which could cause 
significant environmental effects, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Level of  Significance Before Mitigation: Less than significant. 

5.17.5.5 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS 

The area considered for cumulative impacts are the service areas of  SCE for electricity, SoCalGas for natural 
gas, and the service boundaries of  the various telecommunications providers. Other projects within these 
service areas would increase electricity, natural gas, and telecommunications demands. 

The Public Utilities Commission has identified the Integrated Energy Policy Report as “the appropriate venue 
for considering issues of  load forecasting, resource assessment, and scenario analyses, to determine the 
appropriate level and ranges of  resource needs for load serving entities in California” (CEC 2020). The report 
shows that California’s electricity sector is leading efforts to reduce GHG emissions, and was an increase in 
electricity consumption of  only 10 percent while California’s economy grew by 54 percent between 2000 and 
2018 (CEC 2020). Natural gas consumption is expected to level out between 2020 and 2030 with no significant 
increase due to energy savings from new building standards and the implementation of  city and county 
ordinances that require new construction to have all-electric appliances and heating (CEC 2020).  

In addition, all future projects developed within the SCE service areas would implement the requirements of  
the California Energy Code and CALGreen Code. New buildings would also use new energy-efficient 
appliances and equipment, pursuant to the Appliance Efficiency Regulations. Counties and cities review project 
design plans against these codes and ensure compliance before issuing construction permits. These measures 
would reduce the overall consumption of  electricity and natural gas. 

The energy providers and telecommunications providers that serve the City indicate that they have the capability 
to serve future increases in population within their service areas without significant changes to the existing 
infrastructure. In addition, the General Plan Utilities Element includes goals, objectives, and policies that would 
contribute to minimizing inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary energy consumption and ensure compliance with 
State, regional, or local plans for renewable energy, therefore avoiding the need for new or expanded electric 
power and natural gas facilities. Therefore, the proposed project would not result in a cumulatively considerable 
impact to electric power, natural gas, or telecommunication facilities, and cumulative impacts would be less than 
significant. 
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5.17.5.6 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE BEFORE MITIGATION 

Upon implementation of  regulatory requirements, and the goals, objectives, and policies within the City’s 
Utilities Element, this impact would be less than significant. 

5.17.5.7 MITIGATION MEASURES 

No mitigation measures are required. 

5.17.5.8 LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE AFTER MITIGATION 

Impacts would be less than significant.  
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