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August 1, 2022 JN 188278 

CITY OF NEWPORT BEACH 
Attn: David S. Lee 
100 Civic Center Drive, First Floor Bay C 
Newport Beach, CA 92660 

SUBJECT: Results of a Biological Resources Assessment for the proposed AT&T Telecom 
Gazebo Project – City of Newport Beach, Orange County, California 

Dear Mr. Lee: 

Michael Baker International (Michael Baker) is pleased to submit this report to the City of Newport Beach, 
documenting the results of a biological resources assessment for the proposed AT&T Telecom Gazebo 
Project (project or project site) located in the City of Newport Beach, Orange County, California. Michael 
Baker conducted a thorough literature review and a field survey to confirm existing site conditions and 
assess the potential for special-status1 plant and wildlife species that have been documented or that are 
likely to occur on or within the immediate vicinity of the project site. Specifically, this report provides a 
detailed assessment of the suitability of the on-site habitat to support special-status plant and wildlife 
species that were identified in the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California Natural 
Diversity Database RareFind 5 (CNDDB; CDFW 2022a), the California Native Plant Society (CNPS) 
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (CIRP; CNPS 2022), and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) Information for Planning and Consultation Project Planning Tool (IPaC; USFWS 2022a) 
as potentially occurring in the vicinity of the project site. This report also serves as an update to the General 
Biological Evaluation for the New Telecommunication Facility (Site No. CLL03953) in Newport Beach, 
California (APN 701-361-17), specifically focusing on compliance with the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) (Kidd 2020).  

Project Location 

The project site is generally located north of U.S. Highway 1, west of State Route 133 (SR-133), south of 
SR-73, and east of SR-55 in the City of Newport Beach, Orange County, California (refer to Figure 1, 
Regional and Project Vicinity, in Attachment A). The project site is depicted in Section 97 of Township 6 
South, Range 9 West, on the U.S. Geological Survey’s (USGS) Laguna Beach, California 7.5-minute 
quadrangle. Specifically, the project site is located in Harbor Watch Park immediately south of San Joaquin 

 
1   As used in this report, “special-status” refers to plant and wildlife species that are federally-/State-listed, proposed, or candidates; 

plant species that have been designated a California Rare Plant Rank species by the California Native Plant Society; wildlife 
species that are designated by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife as Fully Protected, Species of Special Concern, or 
Watch List species; and State/locally rare vegetation communities.  
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Hills Road between Spy Glass Hill Road to the west and Newport Ridge Drive East to the east in the City 
of Newport Beach (refer to Figure 2, Survey Area, in Attachment A). 

Methodology 

Literature Review 

Michael Baker conducted thorough literature reviews and records searches within a 5-mile radius to 
determine which special-status biological resources have the potential to occur on or within the general 
vicinity of the project site. Previous special-status plant and wildlife species occurrence records within the 
USGS Laguna Beach, Newport Beach, and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles were determined 
through a query of the CNDDB (CDFW 2022a), CIRP (CNPS 2022), and IPaC (USFWS 2022a). A search 
of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) West Coast Region database was also conducted but 
species were not analyzed for presence due to the entirely terrestrial nature of the project site (NMFS 2022). 

Current conservation status of species was verified through lists and resources provided by the CDFW, 
specifically the Special Animals List (CDFW 2022b), Special Vascular Plants, Bryophytes, and Lichens 
List (CDFW 2022c), State and Federally Listed Endangered and Threatened Animals of California (CDFW 
2022d), and State and Federally Listed Endangered, Threatened, and Rare Plants of California (CDFW 
2022e). In addition, Michael Baker reviewed previously prepared reports, survey results, and literature, as 
available, detailing the biological resources previously observed on or within the vicinity of the project site 
to gain an understanding of existing site conditions, confirm previous species observations, and note the 
extent of any disturbances that have occurred within the project site that would otherwise limit the 
distribution of special-status biological resources. Standard field guides and texts were reviewed for specific 
habitat requirements of special-status species, as well as the following resources: 

• Google Earth Pro Historical Aerial Imagery from 1985 to 2021 (Google Inc. 2022) 
• Species Accounts provided by Birds of the World (Billerman et. al 2020) 

• Custom Soil Resource Report for Orange County and Part of Riverside County, California (U.S. 
Department of Agriculture [USDA] 2022) 

• USFWS Critical Habitat Mapper and Environmental Conservation Online System (USFWS 2022b) 

Habitat Assessment/Field Survey 

Michael Baker biologist Ryan Winkleman conducted a habitat assessment/field survey on June 17, 2022 to 
confirm existing conditions within the project site. Michael Baker’s biologist surveyed the entire project 
site as well as areas within a 500-foot buffer (survey area). The 500-foot buffer was primarily surveyed 
with binoculars from public access trails to avoid causing unnecessary disturbance to the native vegetation 
outside of the project site. Vegetation communities occurring within the survey area were mapped on an 
aerial photograph and classified in accordance with the vegetation descriptions provided in A Manual of 
California Vegetation (Sawyer et al. 2009) and cross referenced with those provided in the Central/Coastal 
Orange County Natural Community Conservation Plan/Habitat Conservation Plan (NCCP/HCP) and the 
Preliminary Descriptions of the Terrestrial Natural Communities of California (Holland 1986) for the 
purposes of evaluating the presence or absence of special-status vegetation communities identified in the 
CNDDB records search, which uses the Holland vegetation classification system. In addition, site 
characteristics such as soil condition, topography, hydrology, anthropogenic disturbances, indicator 
species, condition of on-site vegetation communities, and the presence of potentially regulated 



 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project  3 
Biological Resources Assessment 

jurisdictional features (e.g., streams, flood control channels) were noted within the survey area. Michael 
Baker used Geographic Information Systems (GIS) ArcView software to digitize the mapped vegetation 
communities and then transferred these data onto an aerial photograph to further document existing 
conditions and quantify the acreage of each vegetation community. Refer to Table 1 below for a summary 
of the survey date, timing, surveyor, and weather conditions. 

Table 1: Survey Date, Time, Surveyor, and Weather Conditions 

Date Time 
(start / finish) Surveyors* 

Weather Conditions 
Temperature (°F) 

(start / finish) 
Wind Speed (mph) 

(start / finish) 

June 17, 2022 1140 / 1315 Ryan Winkleman 69 lightly cloudy /  
75 sunny 0 – 6  

All plant and wildlife species observed, as well as dominant plant species within each vegetation 
community, were recorded. Plant species observed during the habitat assessment/field survey were 
identified by visual characteristics and morphology in the field while unusual and less familiar plant species 
were photographed and identified later using taxonomic guides. Plant nomenclature used in this report 
follows the Jepson eFlora (Jepson Flora Project 2022) and scientific names are provided immediately 
following common names of plant species (first reference only). Wildlife detections were made through 
aural and visual detection, as well as observation of sign including scat, trails, tracks, burrows, and nests. 
Field guides used to assist with identification of wildlife species during the habitat assessment included The 
Sibley Guide to Birds (Sibley 2014), A Field Guide to Western Reptiles and Amphibians (Stebbins 2003), 
Bats of the United States and Canada (Harvey et al. 2011), and A Field Guide to Mammals of North America 
(Reid 2006). Although common names of wildlife species are well standardized, scientific names are 
provided immediately following common names of wildlife species in this report (first reference only). To 
the extent possible, nomenclature of birds follows the most recent annual supplement of the American 
Ornithological Society’s Checklist of North American Birds (Chesser et al. 2020), nomenclature of 
amphibians and reptiles follows Scientific and Standard English Names of Amphibians and Reptiles of 
North America North of Mexico, with Comments Regarding Confidence in Our Understanding (Crother 
2017), and nomenclature for mammals follows the Revised Checklist of North American Mammals North 
of Mexico (Bradley et al. 2014). 

Existing Site Conditions 

According to the Custom Soil Resource Report for Orange County and Part of Riverside County, California 
(USDA 2022), the survey area is underlain by the following soil units: Calleguas clay loam, 50 to 75 percent 
slopes, eroded (134); Marina loamy sand, 2 to 9 percent slopes (162); and Myford sandy loam, 9 to 15 
percent slopes (175) (refer to Figure 3, USDA Soils, in Attachment A).  

The overall survey area and project site are a mixture of developed and undeveloped land uses. The project 
site consists of an undeveloped plot surrounded by a concrete trail. However, the larger survey area 
surrounding the project site consists of undeveloped slopes associated with Harbor Watch Park and the 
Buck Gully Reserve to the south, contrasted with a major local road (San Joaquin Hills Road) and the 
Spyglass Hill residential neighborhood to the north. The survey area ranges in elevation from approximately 
640 feet above mean sea level (amsl) to the north to approximately 380 feet amsl to the south. Refer to 
Attachment B for representative photographs of the survey area taken during the field survey. 
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Vegetation Communities and Land Cover Types 

Three (3) natural vegetation communities were observed and mapped within the boundaries of the survey 
area during the field survey: California buckwheat scrub (Eriogonum fasciculatum Shrubland Alliance), 
California sagebrush – black sage scrub (Artemisia californica - Salvia mellifera Shrubland Alliance), and 
lemonade berry scrub (Rhus integrifolia Shrubland Alliance). In addition, another three (3) land use or land 
cover types were observed, including landscaped/ornamental, disturbed, and developed areas. These 
vegetation community/land cover types are depicted on Figure 4, Vegetation Communities and Other Land 
Uses, in Attachment A and described in further detail below. Additionally, refer to Attachment C for a 
complete list of plant species observed within the survey area during the field survey. Table 2 below 
provides the acreages of each vegetation community/land use on-site, with each discussed in detail below. 

Table 2: Vegetation Communities and Land Uses within the Survey Area 

Vegetation Communities and Other Land Uses 
Acreage* 

Total Within 
Project Site 

Total Within 
Survey Area 

California Buckwheat Scrub 0.00 1.38 
California Sagebrush – Black Sage Scrub 0.05 0.34 
Lemonade Berry Scrub1 0.00 12.41 

Landscaped/Ornamental 0.00 2.91 

Disturbed 0.00 0.42 

Developed 0.00 2.89 

TOTAL* 0.05 20.35 
1 State Rarity Rank S3 Sensitive Natural Community (CDFW 2022f). 
*Total may not equal to sum due to rounding. 

California Buckwheat Scrub 

Approximately 1.38 acres of California buckwheat scrub was present within the survey area, generally in 
areas abutting San Joaquin Hills Road. This community is not present within the project site boundary. This 
community correlates to the “scrub” or “coastal sage scrub” vegetation community in the NCCP/HCP. The 
on-site community was dominated by California buckwheat (Eriogonum fasciculatum) with coyote brush 
(Baccharis pilularis), California sagebrush (Artemisia californica), black sage (Salvia mellifera), and 
lemonade berry (Rhus integrifolia) interspersed throughout as sub-dominant species.  

California Sagebrush – Black Sage Scrub 

Approximately 0.34 acre of California sagebrush – black sage scrub was located within the survey area, 
with approximately 0.05 acre located within the project site boundary. This community also correlates to 
the “scrub” or “coastal sage scrub” vegetation community in the NCCP/HCP. The on-site community was 
very similar to the on-site California buckwheat scrub community, with the primary difference being that 
this community was dominated by California sagebrush rather than California buckwheat. In many other 
regards the communities were very similar with the same general species composition and in terms of the 



 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project  5 
Biological Resources Assessment 

NCCP/HCP both fall equally under the broader “scrub” or “coastal sage scrub” vegetation community for 
consideration of impacts. 

Lemonade Berry Scrub 

Approximately 12.41 acres of lemonade berry scrub was mapped within the survey area, entirely south of 
San Joaquin Hills Road. This community is not present within the project site boundary. This community 
correlates to the “chaparral” vegetation community in the NCCP/HCP, which is a “covered habitat” within 
the NCCP/HCP’s Coastal Subarea for participating landowners. The on-site community is dominated by 
lemonade berry, with California sagebrush, bush sunflower (Encelia californica), California buckwheat, 
laurel sumac (Malosma laurina), and toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia) as sub-dominant species. 

Landscaped/Ornamental 

Approximately 2.91 acres of landscaped/ornamental vegetation was observed within the survey area, 
primarily north of San Joaquin Hills Road. This land cover type is not present within the project site 
boundary. This land use type correlates to either the “disturbed” or “developed” community in the 
NCCP/HCP. This land use type contains many different ornamental vegetation species and generally 
conforms to a typical southern California/coastal Orange County landscaped plant palette. Groundcover 
within the landscaped areas consists primarily of periwinkle (Vinca major), Japanese privet (Ligustrum 
japonicum), trailing acacia (Acacia redolens), and lantana (Lantana sp.). Typical trees within the on-site 
vegetation include sweetgum (Liquidambar styraciflua), pine (Pinus sp.), Peruvian pepper (Schinus molle), 
Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius), and bushy yate (Eucalyptus lehmannii).  

Disturbed 

Approximately 0.42 acre of disturbed habitat was observed within the survey area. This land use type is not 
present within the project site boundary. This land use type also correlates to the “disturbed” community in 
the NCCP/HCP. Disturbed areas within the survey area consist entirely of unvegetated, unpaved (dirt) 
public access trails south of San Joaquin Hills Road. 

Developed 

Approximately 2.89 acres of developed areas were observed within the survey area. This land use type is 
not present within the project site boundary. This land use type also correlates to the “developed” 
community in the NCCP/HCP. Developed areas within the survey area consist of San Joaquin Hills Road 
and the Spyglass Hill residential neighborhood to the north and are generally described as paved roads or 
otherwise areas that have been completely modified by human use (in this case for residential use). 

Wildlife 

Natural vegetation communities provide foraging habitat, nesting/denning sites, and shelter from adverse 
weather or predation. This section provides a general discussion of common wildlife species that were 
detected on-site by Michael Baker or that are expected to occur based on existing site conditions. The 
discussion is to be used as a general reference and is limited by the season, time of day, and weather 
conditions in which the work was conducted. Refer to Attachment C for a complete list of wildlife species 
observed within the survey area during the field survey. 
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Fish 

No fish or hydrogeomorphic features (e.g., perennial creeks, ponds, lakes, reservoirs) that would support 
populations of fish were observed in the survey area during the field survey. The survey area is entirely in 
uplands. Therefore, no fish are expected to occur.  

Amphibians 

No amphibians or hydrogeomorphic features (e.g., perennial creeks, ponds, lakes, reservoirs) that would 
provide suitable breeding habitat for amphibians were observed within the survey area during the field 
survey. The survey area is entirely in uplands. Therefore, no amphibians are expected to occur.  

Reptiles 

One (1) reptile species was observed in the survey area during the field survey: Great Basin fence lizard 
(Sceloporus occidentalis longipes). The survey area is expected to provide habitat for a limited number of 
reptilian species that are acclimated to edge or urban environments. Other reptilian species that may be 
present within the survey area include western side-blotched lizard (Uta stansburiana elegans), woodland 
alligator lizard (Elgaria multicarinata webbii), and San Diego gophersnake (Pituophis catenifer annectens).  

Birds 

Bird activity within the survey area was relatively low and lacked diversity, with a total of only fifteen (15) 
bird species detected during the field survey and birds in general being scarce. Some of the bird species 
detected during the field survey included California quail (Callipepla californica), spotted towhee (Pipilo 
maculatus), house finch (Haemorhous mexicanus), American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos), and wrentit 
(Chamaea fasciata). Please refer to Attachment C for a complete list of bird species observed during the 
field survey. 

Nesting birds are protected pursuant to the federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 and the 
California Fish and Game Code (CFGC)2. To maintain compliance with the MBTA and CFGC, clearance 
surveys are typically required prior to any ground disturbance or vegetation removal activities to avoid 
direct or indirect impacts to active bird nests and/or nesting birds. Consequently, if an active bird nest is 
destroyed or if project activities result in indirect impacts (e.g., nest abandonment, loss of reproductive 
effort) to nesting birds, it is considered “take” and is potentially punishable by fines and/or imprisonment. 
The survey area provides nesting habitat for many year-round and seasonal avian residents within the native 
sage scrub species south of San Joaquin Hills Road, as well as the abundant ornamental trees lining the 
median of the road and the landscaped slope to the north of the road. The field survey was conducted in 
early summer in June, when most species are still actively nesting. However, no active nests or overt signs 
of nesting were detected within the survey area. A territorial Hutton’s vireo(s) (Vireo huttoni) in the bushy 
yate trees on the Spy Glass Hill neighborhood slope and in the pine trees in the San Joaquin Hills Road 
median may have been nesting somewhere in the general vicinity, as this species has traditionally nested in 

 
2  Section 3503 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided 

by the California Fish and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto; Section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take, 
possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey); and Section 3513 makes it unlawful to 
take or possess any migratory non-game bird except as provided by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the 
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 703 et seq.). 
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native oak and riparian woodland habitats until more recent years when it has begun nesting more 
commonly in urbanized areas (Gallagher 1997; Willick personal communication; eBird 2022). 

Mammals 

The survey area provides marginal habitat for a limited number of mammalian species adapted to living in 
edge or urban environments. No mammals were observed during the field survey. Common mammalian 
species that may occur within the survey area include coyote (Canis latrans), desert cottontail (Sylvilagus 
audubonii), and racoon (Procyon lotor). A woodrat (Neotoma sp.) midden was observed within the 
project site, built in and around boulders as is often the case. Bats occur throughout most of southern 
California and may use the survey area and surrounding area over the Buck Gully Reserve as foraging 
habitat, but no roosting habitat is present.  

Migratory Corridors and Linkages 

Wildlife corridors and linkages are key features for wildlife movement between habitat patches. Wildlife 
corridors are generally defined as those areas that provide opportunities for individuals or local populations 
to conduct seasonal migrations, permanent dispersals, or daily commutes, while linkages generally refer to 
broader areas that provide movement opportunities for multiple keystone/focal species or allow for 
propagation of ecological processes (e.g., for movement of pollinators), often between areas of conserved 
land. 

The project site is located immediately adjacent to a high-traffic road with residential neighborhoods on the 
other side. Buck Gully Reserve to the south at the bottom of the canyon provides a major local wildlife 
corridor with a dedicated walking trail that could also be used by large mammals (the unpaved Buck Gully 
Trail crosses from nearly end to end along the bottom of the canyon), but the project site and much of the 
survey area is located at a higher elevation with extensive dense vegetation and provides little, if any, 
opportunity for wildlife movement other than those that accidentally come up the transmission line access 
road from the canyon bottom. The project is not expected to disrupt any regularly used wildlife movement 
corridors. 

State and Federal Jurisdictional Resources 

There are four key agencies that regulate activities within coastal streams, inland streams, wetlands, and 
riparian areas in coastal California. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Branch regulates 
discharge of dredged or fill material into “waters of the U.S.” pursuant to Section 404 of the federal Clean 
Water Act (CWA) and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act. Of the State agencies, the Regional Water 
Quality Control Board regulates discharges to surface waters pursuant to Section 401 of the CWA and 
Section 13263 of the California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act and the CDFW regulates 
alterations to streambed and associated vegetation communities under Section 1600 et seq. of the CFGC. 
Additionally, the California Coastal Commission regulates activities under the California Coastal Act.  

A formal wetland delineation was not conducted as part of this effort. There are no potentially State or 
federal jurisdictional resources within the project site, which is entirely in uplands. The surrounding survey 
area contains draws and drainages that likely contribute runoff to the Buck Gully Reserve during rain events 
but otherwise are completely dry outside of rain events and would not contribute any water flow under 
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typical conditions. None of these potential features would be affected by the construction of the proposed 
project, which is on a ridge separated from all of them. A jurisdictional delineation is not recommended. 

Special-Status Biological Resources 

The CNDDB (CDFW 2022a), CIRP (CNPS 2022), and IPaC (USFWS 2022a) were queried for reported 
locations of special-status plant and wildlife species as well as special-status natural vegetation 
communities in the USGS Laguna Beach, Newport Beach, and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles. 
The field survey was conducted to assess the conditions of the habitat(s) within the boundaries of the survey 
area to determine if the existing vegetation communities, at the time of the field survey, have the potential 
to provide suitable habitat(s) for special-status plant and wildlife species. Additionally, the potentials for 
special-status species to occur within the survey area were determined based on the reported occurrence 
locations in the CNDDB and CIRP and the following criteria: 

• Present: the species was observed or detected within the survey area during the field survey. 

• High: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to occur on 
or within 1 mile of the survey area and the site is within the normal expected range of this species. 
Intact, suitable habitat preferred by this species occurs within the survey area and/or there is 
viable landscape connectivity to a local known extant population(s) or sighting(s). 

• Moderate: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to 
occur within 1 mile of the survey area and the survey area is within the normal expected range of 
this species. There is suitable habitat within the survey area, but the site is ecologically isolated 
from any local known extant populations or sightings. 

• Low: Occurrence records (within 20 years) indicate that the species has been known to occur 
within 5 miles of the survey area, but the site is outside of the normal expected range of the 
species and/or there is poor quality or marginal habitat within the survey area. 

• Not Expected: There are no occurrence records of the species occurring within 5 miles of the 
survey area, there is no suitable habitat within the survey area, and/or the survey area is outside 
of the normal expected range for the species. 

The CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC identified 49 special-status plant species and 39 special-status wildlife 
species as potentially occurring or having been previously reported within the USGS Laguna Beach, 
Newport Beach, and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles. In addition, seven special-status vegetation 
communities were identified. Special-status plant and wildlife species were evaluated for their potential to 
occur within the survey area based on specific habitat requirements, availability/quality of suitable habitat, 
and known distributions of species/populations. Special-status biological resources identified during the 
literature review as having the potential to occur within the vicinity of the survey area are presented in 
Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources, provided in Attachment D. Note 
that Table D-1 does not include the NMFS search results (NMFS 2022) as it was Michael Baker’s 
determination that as the project site and surrounding survey area are terrestrial and the NMFS species are 
aquatic, additional analysis would not be necessary. Regardless, because the proposed project occurs  
approximately 1.8 miles from the coast and is at the top of a canyon that drains directly to the ocean, the 
NMFS search results are still included in Attachment E. 
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Special-Status Plants 

A total of 49 special-status plant species have been recorded in the USGS Laguna Beach, Newport Beach, 
and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC (refer to Attachment D). 
No special-status plant species were observed within the survey area during the June 2022 field survey; 
however, much of the area south of San Joaquin Hills Road within the survey area consists of intact and 
dense native habitat and was not trespassed upon so as to 1) minimize disturbance and destruction to 
surrounding areas outside of the impact boundaries, and 2) reduce chances for incidental take of any active 
nests that may be present. Instead, surrounding areas within the survey area south of San Joaquin Hills Road 
were scanned with binoculars from the public access trails. Based on the results of the field survey and a 
review of specific habitat preferences, occurrence records, species distributions, and elevation ranges, 
Michael Baker determined that the survey area has a high potential to support intermediate mariposa lily 
(Calochortus weedii var. intermedius; California Rare Plant Rank [CRPR] 1B.2 and NCCP/HCP covered 
species) and western dichondra (Dichondra occidentalis; CRPR 4.2 and NCCP/HCP covered species) and 
a moderate potential to support Catalina mariposa lily (Calochortus catalinae; CRPR 4.2 and NCCP/HCP 
covered species) and Robinson’s pepper-grass (Lepidium virginicum var. robinsonii; CRPR 4.3). All 
remaining special-status plant species identified during reviews of the CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC, including 
all species considered State or federally listed, either have a low potential or are not expected to occur 
within the survey area.  

Special-Status Wildlife 

A total of 39 special-status wildlife species have been recorded in the USGS Laguna Beach, Newport Beach, 
and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB and IPaC (refer to Attachment D). No 
special-status wildlife species were observed during the June 2022 field survey. Based on the results of the 
field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, occurrence records, known distributions, and 
elevation ranges, Michael Baker determined that the survey area has a high potential to support nesting and 
foraging coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica; federally threatened [FT] and 
NCCP/HCP covered species) and foraging Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii; a California Watch List 
[WL] species). All of the remaining special-status wildlife species identified during reviews of the CNDDB 
and IPaC either have a low potential or are not expected to occur within the survey area. Several special-
status reptile species such as orange-throated whiptail (Aspidoscelis hyperythra; a California WL species) 
and red-diamond rattlesnake (Crotalus ruber; a California Species of Special Concern [SSC] and 
NCCP/HCP covered species) have suitable habitat on-site and in the surrounding area but according to the 
CNDDB have not been recorded in the general vicinity (CDFW 2022a). According to the previous 
biological report, conversations with the USFWS and Irvine Ranch Conservancy indicated that the Pacific 
pocket mouse (Perognathus longimembris pacificus; federally endangered [FE] and a California SSC) may 
have an extant population in the Buck Gully Reserve, but is very unlikely to occur within the project site 
as a result of the past disturbance and apparently imported soils that are present within the site (Kidd 2020). 

Special-Status Vegetation Communities 

Seven special-status vegetation communities have been reported in the USGS Laguna Beach, Newport 
Beach, and Tustin, California 7.5-minute quadrangles by the CNDDB: Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian 
Forest, Southern Coastal Salt Marsh, Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest, Southern Dune Scrub, 
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Southern Foredunes, Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland, and Valley Needlegrass Grassland. 
None of these vegetation communities were observed within the survey area.  

According to the latest draft of the California Natural Communities List (dated July 5, 2022), lemonade 
berry scrub is considered a sensitive natural community by CDFW (CDFW 2022f), with a state rank of S3. 
Sensitive natural communities listed in the California Natural Communities List require evaluation under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) review process. As such, any impacts to this sensitive 
natural community may be considered significant under CEQA and require mitigation to ensure compliance 
with federal, State, and local regulations. This vegetation community correlates to the “chaparral” 
community under the NCCP/HCP, which is covered for take within the NCCP/HCP’s Coastal Subregion 
for participating landowners. However, the project proponent is not a participating landowner and will not 
receive take coverage of chaparral. Therefore, the project will need to ensure that this community is not 
impacted or is mitigated for if so, as described below under the Impact Analysis.  

Critical Habitat 

Under the definition used by the federal Endangered Species Act (FESA), designated “Critical Habitat” 
refers to specific areas within the geographical range of a species that were occupied at the time it was listed 
that contain the physical or biological features that are essential to the survival and eventual recovery of 
that species and that may require special management considerations or protection, regardless of whether 
the species is still extant in the area. Areas that were not known to be occupied at the time a species was 
listed can also be designated Critical Habitat if they contain one or more of the physical or biological 
features that are essential to that species’ conservation and if the other areas that are occupied are inadequate 
to ensure the species’ recovery. If a project may result in take or adverse modification to a species’ 
designated Critical Habitat and the project has a federal nexus, the project proponent may be required to 
provide suitable mitigation. Projects with a federal nexus may include projects that occur on federal lands, 
require federal permits (e.g., CWA Section 404 permit), or receive any federal oversight or funding. If there 
is a federal nexus, then the federal agency that is responsible for providing funds or permits would be 
required to consult with the USFWS under the FESA.  

The survey area is not located within designated Critical Habitat for any federally listed species (refer to 
Figure 5, Critical Habitat and Essential Fish Habitat, in Attachment A). 

Essential Fish Habitat 

Under the Magnuson–Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), any adverse effects to 
designated Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) would require consultation with National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) Fisheries to determine appropriate conservation measures. Adverse 
effects to EFH are defined as direct or indirect physical, chemical, or biological alterations to waters or 
substrate, species and their habitat, other ecosystem components, and/or the quality/quantity of EFH 
(NOAA Fisheries 2021). According to the NOAA Fisheries Essential Fish Habitat Mapper, the survey area 
is not located in or near designated EFH (NOAA Fisheries 2022); refer to Figure 5, Critical Habitat and 
Essential Fish Habitat, in Attachment A.  
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Local Policies and Ordinances 

Newport Beach Local Coastal Program 

The survey area is not located within the designated Coastal Zone and is therefore not subject to the 
regulations and guidelines of the City of Newport Beach Local Coastal Program. 

Orange County Central/Coastal NCCP/HCP 

The Orange County Central/Coastal NCCP/HCP is a comprehensive, multi-jurisdictional habitat 
conservation plan focusing on conservation of species and their associated habitats in Orange County. The 
NCCP/HCP focuses on protection of coastal sage scrub habitat and three designated “Target Species”: the 
coastal California gnatcatcher, coastal cactus wren (Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus sandiegensis; a 
California SSC), and orange-throated whiptail (a California SSC). A reserve area was created to meet the 
ecological requirements of these three (3) species and thirty-six (36) other “Identified Species,” with the 
understanding that the three target species would serve as “surrogates” for the broader suite of organisms 
that depend upon coastal sage scrub for their continued survival in the Orange County NCCP/HCP planning 
area. The Implementing Agreement (IA) satisfies the State and federal mitigation requirements for 
designated development and adequately provides for the conservation and protection of the 39 species and 
their habitats identified in the Orange County NCCP/HCP. 

Specifically, the survey area is located within the Coastal Subregion of the NCCP/HCP and is subject to 
the requirements and provisions set forth in the NCCP/HCP, which specifies that the populations of the 
target species shall be subject to long-term monitoring and that these taxa shall be treated as if they were 
listed under FESA/California Endangered Species Act (CESA).  

The survey area is not located within the NCCP Reserve or within a designated Special Linkage or Existing 
Use Area (refer to Figure 6, Orange County Central/Coastal NCCP/HCP, in Attachment A). Impacts to 
coastal sage scrub communities within the project site will require mitigation, as described in more detail 
below in the Impact Analysis. Although undetected during Michael Baker’s June 2022 field survey, coastal 
California gnatcatchers were detected on-site previously in 2020 (Kidd 2020) and there is a well-
documented local population within the Buck Gully Reserve (CDFW 2022a). The survey area does not 
contain suitable habitat for coastal cactus wren and there are no known records of this species occurring in 
the area according to the CNDDB (CDFW 2022a) and eBird (eBird 2022). Suitable habitat for orange-
throated whiptail is present, but there are no known records of this species occurring in the project vicinity 
(CDFW 2022a). Avoidance and minimization and mitigation requirements are described under the Impact 
Analysis section below. 

Impact Analysis 

The following section describes potential project-related impacts and their significance according to current 
analysis guidelines and thresholds for Biological Resources under CEQA. The CEQA analysis for 
Biological Resources includes a series of six (6) questions to determine if the project would have a 
significant impact on Biological Resources. These questions include the following: 

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 
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Less than significant with mitigation incorporated. Although not detected during Michael Baker’s 
survey, coastal California gnatcatcher was previously detected on-site in 2020 by Kidd Biological, Inc. and 
a well-documented population of this species is known to be present in the general project vicinity in Buck 
Gully Reserve (CDFW 2022a). Therefore, this species is determined to have a high likelihood of occurring 
on-site within either the project site or survey area. The USFWS typically requires focused surveys for 
coastal California gnatcatcher within the NCCP/HCP Plan Area and may require focused surveys for the 
proposed project in order to determine on-site status prior to project permitting and approval. As described 
in Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-1 below, if required these surveys would only be a total 
of three (3) surveys, as the overlying jurisdiction (City of Newport Beach) is signatory to the NCCP/HCP, 
thereby allowing a reduced survey effort.  

The proposed project would directly affect through construction up to 0.05 acre of suitable habitat that may 
support this species. Under the NCCP/HCP, loss of coastal sage scrub habitat supporting coastal California 
gnatcatcher or other coastal sage scrub “Identified Species” is required to be mitigated. As summarized in 
Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-2, non-participating landowners affecting such habitat 
outside of the designated Reserve and any Existing Use Areas and within a signatory jurisdiction (City of 
Newport Beach) have three mitigation options: 

1. Avoid removing habitat (no mitigation necessary); 
2. Undergo consultation under the FESA and/or CESA to obtain the appropriate take permits for the 

habitat loss; or 
3. Pay a one-time mitigation fee to the NCCP/HCP’s non-profit corporation (Natural Communities 

Coalition). The final fee amount is acreage-based and is determined by the current costs of 
implementing the NCCP/HCP. The fee would be arranged through the local signatory jurisdiction 
(City of Newport Beach), who would be responsible for determining that the fee adequately 
compensates for the loss of the coastal sage scrub habitat. 

The project site and surrounding survey area may support nesting birds, including special-status species 
such as coastal California gnatcatcher. To reduce the possibility of incidental take of active nests or young, 
if construction is to occur between February 1 and August 31 a nesting bird clearance survey would be 
required as summarized in Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-3. Based on the trees that are 
present in the area and the high level of ambient disturbance, raptors are not expected to nest within 500 
feet of the project site (i.e. within the survey area) and thus an earlier survey (as early as January 1) to cover 
raptor nesting is unlikely to be required. 

Because the project site and surrounding survey area south of San Joaquin Hills Road are nearly entirely 
composed of native coastal sage scrub and chaparral vegetation, there may perhaps be a greater likelihood 
for terrestrial wildlife to be present, including reptiles and small mammals such as woodrats and pocket 
mice. As a result, as described in Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-4 through BIO-6, a 
qualified biologist should conduct environmental awareness training for the construction crew, ensure the 
construction footprint is properly delineated, perform a pre-construction clearance survey, and monitor 
initial vegetation removal and ground disturbance.  

BIO-1: The project proponent or its biological consultant shall contact the Carlsbad office of the 
USFWS to determine if focused surveys for coastal California gnatcatcher will be required for 
the project. If required, because the project is located within the jurisdiction of a participating 
landowner and signatory entity (City of Newport Beach) of the NCCP/HCP, a total of three (3) 
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surveys would be conducted between February 15 and August 30, at least one week apart. 
Notification and reporting requirements would follow the biologist’s recovery permit. 

BIO-2: The project proponent shall coordinate with the City of Newport Beach to arrange to mitigate 
for the project-related loss of up to 0.05 acre of coastal sage scrub. This may require redesigning 
the project to reduce the amount of habitat lost, undergoing consultation under FESA to obtain 
an individual take permit for the project, or paying a one-time mitigation fee through the City 
of Newport Beach to the NCCP/HCP’s non-profit corporation. The City of Newport Beach will 
be responsible for determining that the chosen mitigation approach is completed and 
successfully satisfies the mitigation requirements of the NCCP/HCP. 

BIO-3: If it is not feasible to avoid the nesting bird season (February 1 through August 31 for non-
raptors), a qualified biologist shall conduct a pre-construction nesting bird survey for avian 
species to determine the presence/absence, location, and status of any active nests on or 
adjacent to the area proposed project site. The extent of the survey buffer area should be 
established by the qualified biologist to ensure that direct and indirect effects to nesting birds 
are avoided and may be up to 500 feet. To avoid the destruction of active nests and to protect 
the reproductive success of birds protected by the MBTA and the CFGC, a nesting bird survey 
should be conducted no more than three (3) days prior to the commencement of project 
construction if construction occurs between January 1 and August 31. In the event that active 
nests are discovered, a suitable buffer (distance to be determined by the biologist) shall be 
established around such active nests, and no construction activities within the buffer will be 
allowed, until the biologist has determined that the nest(s) is no longer active (i.e., the nestlings 
have fledged and are no longer dependent on the nest). To further minimize impacts to nesting 
birds and nesting bird habitat, removal or trimming of on-site vegetation should be minimized 
to the extent possible. 

BIO-4: Prior to initiating project activities, a qualified biologist shall prepare and present a Workers 
Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) training for all contractors, subcontractors, and 
workers expected to be on-site throughout the entire construction period. The WEAP shall 
include a brief review of any special-status species, including habitat requirements and where 
they might be found, and other sensitive biological resources that could occur in and adjacent 
to the project (e.g., surrounding coastal sage scrub and chaparral). The WEAP shall also include 
a brief discussion of regulatory protections and consequences for violating environmental laws. 

BIO-5: Prior to initiating project activities, the construction contractor shall utilize fencing, flagging, 
signage, or another relatively unintrusive method of delineating the boundaries of the areas to 
be cleared so as to minimize, to the extent possible, the amount of overreach during vegetation 
removal and confine removals to only approved areas. A qualified biologist shall inspect and 
approve the boundaries no earlier than 48 hours prior to the start of construction and no later 
than the morning of the start of construction. Any unintentional extra removal of vegetation 
beyond that which is considered here (0.05 acre) shall be added to the final mitigation scenario 
(Avoidance and Minimization Measure BIO-2) as applicable. 

BIO-6: A qualified biologist shall act as biological monitor for the project. Prior to the commencement 
of any ground disturbance or vegetation removal, the biological monitor shall conduct a general 
pre-construction clearance survey within the project footprint and all other areas to be directly 
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affected by construction vehicles/equipment. Any wildlife, if detected, shall be flushed to areas 
away from the construction footprint and areas of direct effect. Any burrows potentially 
belonging to pocket mice (Perognathus sp.) shall be flagged for avoidance; any flagged 
burrows that cannot be avoided may require excavation pending consultation with the USFWS. 
The biological monitor shall remain on-site during all initial vegetation removal and/or ground 
disturbance. 

Impacts to special-status species have the potential to be significant without mitigation. However, with 
successful implementation of Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-1 through BIO-6, the 
project’s effects on special-status species will be less than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

b) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive 
natural community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Less than significant with mitigation incorporated. Based on Michael Baker’s evaluation of the project 
site, there are no riparian habitats or other sensitive natural communities present within the project site and 
impact boundaries. Although most of the survey area south of San Joaquin Hills Road consists of lemonade 
berry scrub (Sensitivity Rank S3), this community is not present on the project site or any part of the 
construction footprint. However, there could still be impacts to this community as a result of fugitive dust, 
which may affect the health of plants if it coats them heavily enough to block or reduce photosynthetic 
processes, and the spread of non-native weed seeds, which could introduce new species not otherwise 
known to be present on-site and/or result in competition between native species and non-native invasive 
species. Although lemonade berry scrub correlates to the chaparral community under the NCCP/HCP, and 
chaparral is considered a covered habitat type for impacts within the Coastal Subregion of the NCCP/HCP, 
this coverage only extends to participating landowners. Therefore, Avoidance and Minimization 
Measures BIO-5, BIO-7, and BIO-8 are recommended to specifically address potential impacts to this 
community:  

BIO-7: All spoils piles will be kept in previously disturbed or otherwise approved areas and will be 
watered or covered as needed to reduce incidences of fugitive dust from on-site.  

BIO-8: Prior to being brought on-site for the first time, all project-related construction equipment and 
crew vehicles will be washed at an offsite facility to remove all lingering noxious weed seeds 
that may be present. Any equipment or vehicles that are taken to other construction sites must 
be washed offsite before returning to this site again. 

The successful implementation of Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-5, BIO-7, and BIO-8 
will ensure that the project’s effects on riparian habitat and other sensitive natural communities will be less 
than significant with mitigation incorporated. 

c) Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands 
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling, 
hydrological interruption, or other means? 

No impact. The project site does not contain any State or federally protected wetlands or any areas 
potentially falling under the jurisdiction of regulatory agencies. Therefore, there will be no impact on State 
or federally protected wetlands. 
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d) Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory 
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites? 

Less than significant/no impact. The project is not located within a known wildlife migration corridor. 
Although the Buck Gully Reserve is located to the south of the project site and likely serves as a local 
corridor for wildlife, the easiest access through the reserve is located at the canyon bottom over 1,000 feet 
downslope. Any wildlife moving through the project site are expected to be occurring accidentally rather 
than with any regularity. Any wildlife that are passing through the project site or survey area may be 
temporarily routed in a different direction during construction, but there would not be a substantial 
interference in or any permanent blockage of wildlife movement. There are also no known native wildlife 
nursery sites within the project site or survey area. Therefore, there will be a less than significant on 
wildlife movement and no impact on native wildlife nursery sites. 

e) Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

No impact. Although there are coast live oak (Quercus agrifolia) trees located along the perimeter of the 
vegetation patch that the project site is located in, the project has been designed to avoid these trees. There 
are no trees located within the project site or impact boundaries. Therefore, there will be no impact on local 
policies or ordinances protecting biological resources. 

f) Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation 
plan? 

Less than significant with mitigation incorporated. The project is located within the Coastal Subregion of the 
Orange County Central/Coastal NCCP/HCP, but is not located within the designated Reserve, within any 
designated Special Linkage Areas, or within any designated Existing Use Areas. The only NCCP/HCP Target or 
Identified Species that is likely to occur on-site is coastal California gnatcatcher. As described above, the 
successful implementation of Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-1, BIO-3, BIO-4, and BIO-6 
would reduce impacts on gnatcatchers and other species to a level of less than significant, and successful 
implementation of Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-2 and BIO-5 would reduce impacts on coastal 
sage scrub habitat to a level of less than significant. The project is expected to otherwise be consistent with the 
NCCP/HCP. Therefore, with successful implementation of Avoidance and Minimization Measures BIO-1 
through BIO-6, the project’s effects on the local habitat conservation plan will be less than significant with 
mitigation incorporated. 

Conclusions and Recommendations 

Three natural vegetation communities were observed and mapped within the boundaries of the survey area 
during the field survey: California buckwheat scrub, California sagebrush – black sage scrub, and lemonade 
berry scrub. In addition, another three (3) land use or land cover types were observed, including 
landscaped/ornamental, disturbed, and developed areas. Approximately 0.05 acre of California sagebrush 
– black sage scrub, which is classified as “scrub” or “coastal sage scrub” under the Orange County 
Central/Coastal NCCP/HCP, is located within the project site. Under the NCCP/HCP, loss of coastal sage 
scrub that is or may be occupied by coastal California gnatcatcher, such as the on-site vegetation, requires 
mitigation to ensure authorized take of the species and its habitat. As such, the project proponent will be 
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required to either redesign the project to avoid the coastal sage scrub, undertake a FESA Section 7 
consultation with the USFWS to obtain independent take authorization, or pay a one-time mitigation fee 
through the City of Newport Beach to the NCCP/HCP’s non-profit corporation. Lemonade berry scrub 
correlates to the NCCP/HCP’s “chaparral” community, which is not covered for impacts by non-
participating landowners. Although this community is outside of the project site and only occurs within the 
surrounding survey area, standard construction BMPs for fugitive dust and prevention of noxious weeds 
are recommended in order to reduce or avoid any incidental construction impacts. 

No special-status plant species were identified in the survey area during the field survey. However, based 
on the results of the field survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, occurrence records, 
distributions, and elevation ranges, Michael Baker determined that the survey area has a high potential to 
support intermediate mariposa lily (CRPR 1B.2 and NCCP/HCP covered species) and western dichondra 
(CRPR 4.2 and NCCP/HCP covered species) and a moderate potential to support Catalina mariposa lily 
(CRPR 4.2 and NCCP/HCP covered species) and Robinson’s pepper-grass (CRPR 4.3). All remaining 
special-status plant species identified during reviews of the CNDDB, CIRP, and IPaC, including all species 
considered State or federally listed, either have a low potential or are not expected to occur within the 
survey area. Focused surveys for special-status plants are not recommended for either the covered species 
listed above or for CRPR 4 species, the loss of which generally doesn’t qualify as a significant impact under 
CEQA. 

No special-status wildlife species were observed during the field survey. Based on the results of the field 
survey and a review of specific habitat preferences, occurrence records, known distributions, and elevation 
ranges, Michael Baker determined that the survey area has a high potential to support nesting and foraging 
coastal California gnatcatcher (FT and NCCP/HCP covered species) and foraging Cooper’s hawk (a 
California WL species). All of the remaining special-status wildlife species identified during reviews of the 
CNDDB and IPaC either have a low potential or are not expected to occur within the survey area. The 
USFWS may require protocol surveys for coastal California gnatcatcher but no other focused wildlife 
surveys are expected or recommended. 

Please do not hesitate to contact me at (949) 533-0918 or ryan.winkleman@mbakerintl.com should you 
have any questions or require further information. 

Sincerely,  

Ryan Winkleman 
Senior Biologist 
Natural Resources and Regulatory Permitting 

Attachments: 
A. Project Figures 
B. Site Photographs 
C. Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 
D. Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 
E. NMFS Records Search Results 
F. References 

mailto:ryan.winkleman@mbakerintl.com
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USDA Soils
Figure 3

°

7
/1

4
/2

0
2
2

 \
\I
R

V
IC

A
1

F
S

1
.b

k
r.
m

b
a

k
e

rc
o
rp

.c
o

m
\H

R
O

O
T

\p
d

a
ta

\1
8
8

2
7
8

\G
IS

Source: Esri 2022

Legend
Project Site

Survey Area (500-foot buffer)

!> Reference Point

0 125 250

Feet

Calleguas clay loam, 50 to 75 percent slopes, eroded

Marina loamy sand, 2 to 9 percent slopes

Myford sandy loam, 9 to 15 percent slopes

USDA Soils
134

175
162



!>

!>

MONTECITO DR

SAN JOAQUIN HILLS RD

33.604189
-117.846243

33.607478
-117.842778

AT&T TELECOM GAZEBO PROJECT
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES ASSESSMENT

Vegetation Communities and Other Land Uses
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Photograph 1: Facing northeast from the southern end of the project site. The project would be built 

in the area behind the bench. 

 
Photograph 2: Facing northeast from within the project site. The project would be built in the 

foreground area shown in this photo. 
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Photograph 3: Facing east from within the project site. The project would be built in the foreground 

area shown in this photo. 

 
Photograph 4: Facing west from within the project site. The project would be built in the foreground 

area shown in this photo. 
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Photograph 5: Facing northeast from the edge of the project site looking at lemonade berry scrub 

(chaparral) within the 500-foot survey area.  

 
Photograph 6: Facing south from a public dirt trail/access road south of the project site looking at 

lemonade berry scrub (chaparral) within the 500-foot survey area. 
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Photograph 7: Facing east from the western end of the survey area looking at lemonade berry scrub 

(chaparral) within the 500-foot survey area. The project site is located on the ridge in 
the center of the photo, and Photograph 6 was taken at the foot of the transmission 
pole to the right. 
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Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC Rating** Special-Status Rank 
Plants 
Acacia redolens* trailing acacia   
Acmispon glaber deerweed   
Ailanthus altissima* tree of heaven Moderate  

Artemisia californica California sagebrush   
Baccharis pilularis coyote brush   
Centaurea melitensis* tocalote Moderate  
Encelia californica bush sunflower   
Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat   
Eucalyptus lehmannii* bushy yate   

Eucalyptus sp.* eucalyptus   
Heteromeles arbutifolia toyon   
Hirschfeldia incana* shortpod mustard Moderate  
Lantana sp.* lantana   
Ligustrum japonicum* privet   
Liquidambar styraciflua* sweetgum   

Malacothamnus fasciculatus chaparral mallow   
Malosma laurina laurel sumac   
Mimulus aurantiacus sticky monkeyflower   
Nerium oleander* oleander   
Olea europaea* olive Limited  
Opuntia sp. prickly pear   

Pinus sp.* pine   
Pseudognaphalium californicum California everlasting   
Quercus agrifolia coast live oak   
Rhus integrifolia lemonade berry   
Salvia mellifera black sage   
Schinus molle* Peruvian pepper Limited  

Schinus terebinthifolius* Brazilian pepper Moderate  
Vinca major* periwinkle Moderate  
Birds 
Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk   
Callipepla californica California quail   
Calypte anna Anna’s hummingbird   

Cathartes aura turkey vulture   
Chamaea fasciata wrentit   
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow   
Geothlypis trichas common yellowthroat   
Haemorhous mexicanus house finch   
Hirundo rustica barn swallow   

Melozone crissalis California towhee   



Attachment C – Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project C-2 
Biological Resources Assessment 

Table C-1: Plant and Wildlife Species Observed List 

Scientific Name* Common Name Cal-IPC Rating** Special-Status Rank 
Melospiza melodia song sparrow   
Mimus polyglottos northern mockingbird   
Pipilo maculatus spotted towhee   
Spinus psaltria lesser goldfinch   

Vireo huttoni Hutton’s vireo   
Reptiles 
Sceloporus occidentalis longipes Great Basin fence lizard   

* Non-native species  

** California Invasive Plant Council (Cal-IPC) Ratings 

Moderate These species have substantial and apparent—but generally not severe—ecological impacts on physical 
processes, plant and animal communities, and vegetation structure. Their reproductive biology and other 
attributes are conducive to moderate to high rates of dispersal, though establishment is generally dependent 
upon ecological disturbance. Ecological amplitude and distribution may range from limited to widespread. 

Limited These species are invasive, but their ecological impacts are minor on a statewide level or there was not enough 
information to justify a higher score. Their reproductive biology and other attributes result in low to moderate 
rates of invasiveness. Ecological amplitude and distribution are generally limited, but these species may be 
locally persistent and problematic. 
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Attachment D – Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project D-1 
Biological Resources Assessment 

Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES 

Accipiter cooperii 

Cooper’s hawk 
WL 
G5 
S4 

Yearlong resident of California. 
Generally, found in forested areas 
up to 3,000 feet above mean sea 
level (amsl) in elevation, especially 
near edges and rivers. Prefers 
hardwood stands and mature forests 
but can be found in urban and 
suburban areas where there are tall 
trees for nesting.  Common in open 
areas during nesting season. 

No No High (Foraging), Low 
(Nesting): This species is fairly 
common and has been reported 
numerous times in the general 
vicinity. It is likely to forage on-
site but unlikely to nest within the 
survey area. 

Agelaius tricolor 

tricolored blackbird 
ST 

SSC 
G1G2 
S1S2 

Range is limited to the coastal areas 
of the Pacific coast of North 
America, from Northern California 
to upper Baja California. Can be 
found in a wide variety of habitat 
including annual grasslands, wet 
and dry vernal pools and other 
seasonal wetlands, agricultural 
fields, cattle feedlots, and dairies.  
Occasionally forage in riparian 
scrub habitats along marsh borders. 
Basic habitat requirements for 
breeding include open accessible 
water, protected nesting substrate 
freshwater marsh dominated by 
cattails (Typha spp.), willows (Salix 
spp.), and bulrushes 
(Schoenoplectus spp.), and either 
flooded or thorny/spiny vegetation 
and suitable foraging space 
providing adequate insect prey. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Aimophila ruficeps 

canescens 
southern California 
rufous-crowned 
sparrow 

WL 
G5T3 

S3 

Yearlong resident that is typically 
found between 3,000 and 6,000 feet 
amsl. Breed in sparsely vegetated 
scrubland on hillsides and canyons. 
Prefers coastal sage scrub 
dominated by California sagebrush 
(Artemisia californica), but they can 
also be found breeding in coastal 
bluff scrub, low-growing serpentine 
chaparral, and along the edges of 
tall chaparral habitats. 

Yes No Low: Although suitable habitat is 
present throughout the survey 
area south of San Joaquin Hills 
Road, this species is generally 
rare along the immediate coastal 
area of Orange County. 

Ammodramus 

savannarum 

grasshopper sparrow 

SSC 
G5 
S3 

Favors native grasslands with a mix 
of grasses, forbs, and scattered 
shrubs. Loosely colonial when 
nesting. Occurs in dense grasslands 
on rolling hills, lowland plains, in 
valleys, and on hillsides on lower 
mountain slopes. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Anniella stebbinsi 

Southern California 
legless lizard 

SSC 
G3 
S3 

Locally abundant specimens are 
found in coastal sand dunes and a 
variety of interior habitats, 
including sandy washes and alluvial 
fans. A large protected population 
persists in the remnant of the once 
extensive El Segundo Dunes at Los 
Angeles International Airport. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 



Attachment D – Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project D-2 
Biological Resources Assessment 

Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Aspidoscelis 

hyperythra 

orange-throated 
whiptail 

WL 
G5 

S2S3 

Uncommon to fairly common over 
much of its range in Orange, 
Riverside, and San Diego counties. 
Also occurs in southwestern San 
Bernardino County near Colton. 
Semi-arid brushy areas typically 
with loose soil and rocks, including 
washes, streamsides, rocky 
hillsides, and coastal chaparral. 

Yes No Low: Suitable habitat is present, 
but there are no known 
occurrences within one mile of 
the survey area (CDFW 2022a). 

Athene cunicularia 

burrowing owl 
SSC 
G4 
S3 

Primarily a grassland species, but it 
persists and even thrives in some 
landscapes highly altered by human 
activity. Occurs in open, annual or 
perennial grasslands, deserts, and 
scrublands characterized by low-
growing vegetation. The overriding 
characteristics of suitable habitat 
appear to be burrows for roosting 
and nesting and relatively short 
vegetation with only sparse shrubs 
and taller vegetation. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Branchinecta 

sandiegonensis 

San Diego fairy 
shrimp 

FE 
G2 
S2 

Endemic to San Diego and Orange 
County mesas. Found within small, 
shallow vernal pools which range in 
depth from 2-12in and in water 
temperature from 50-68F. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Campylorhynchus 

brunneicapillus 

sandiegensis 

coastal cactus wren 

SSC 
G5T3Q 

S3 

From southern Ventura County and 
southwestern San Bernardino 
County to northwestern Baja 
California, occupies coastal sage 
scrub largely consisting of tall 
stands of coastal prickly pear 
(Opuntia littoralis) or cholla 
(Cylindropuntia spp.) cacti for 
nesting and roosting. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Charadrius 

alexandrinus 

nivosus 

western snowy 
plover 

FT 
SSC 

G3T3 
S2S3 

Occurs on sandy beaches, salt pond 
levees, and shores of large alkali 
lakes. Needs sandy, gravelly, or 
friable soils for nesting. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Choeronycteris 

mexicana 

Mexican long-
tongued bat 

SSC 
G4 
S1 

Occasionally found in San Diego 
County, which is on the periphery of 
their range. Feeds on nectar and 
pollen of night-blooming 
succulents. Roosts in relatively 
well-lit caves, and in and around 
buildings. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project D-3 
Biological Resources Assessment 

Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Coccyzus 

americanus 

occidentalis 

western yellow-
billed cuckoo 

FT 
SE 

G5T2T3 
S1 

Uncommon summer resident where 
its breeding distribution is restricted 
to isolated sites in the Sacramento, 
Armargosa, Kern, Santa Ana, and 
Colorado River valleys. The species 
requires large patches of multi-
layered riparian forest, with 
cottonwoods and willows. The 
presence of standing or flowing 
surface water under the riparian 
canopy is also preferred. Mesquite 
(Prosopis spp.) groves may also be 
used, but usually only when 
cottonwood-willow habitat is 
unavailable.    

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Coturnicops 

noveboracensis 

yellow rail 

SSC 
G4 

S1S2 

Occurs in freshwater marshlands. 
Summer resident in eastern Sierra 
Nevada in Mono County. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Crotalus ruber 

red-diamond 
rattlesnake 

SSC 
G4 
S3 

Found in southwestern California, 
from the Morongo Valley west to 
the coast and south along the 
peninsular ranges to mid Baja 
California. It can be found from the 
desert, through dense chaparral in 
the foothills (it avoids the 
mountains above around 4,000 feet 
amsl), to warm inland mesas and 
valleys, all the way to the cool 
ocean shore.  It is most commonly 
associated with heavy brush with 
large rocks or boulders. Dense 
chaparral in the foothills, boulders 
associated coastal sage scrub, 
oak/pine woodlands, and desert 
slope scrub associations; however, 
chamise and red shank 
(Adenostoma sparsifolium) 
associations may offer better 
structural habitat for refuges and 
food resources for this species than 
other habitats. 

Yes No Low: Suitable habitat is present, 
but there are no known 
occurrences within one mile of 
the survey area (CDFW 2022a). 

Danaus plexippus 

monarch butterfly – 
California 
overwintering 
population 

SC 
G4T2T3 

S2S3 

Winter roost sites extend along the 
coast from northern Mendocino to 
Baja California, Mexico. Roosts are 
located in wind-protected tree 
groves (eucalyptus, Monterey pine, 
cypress), with nectar and water 
sources nearby. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Elanus leucurus 

white-tailed kite 
FP 
G5 

S3S4 

Yearlong resident along the coastal 
ranges and valleys of California. 
Occurs in low elevation, open 
grasslands, savannah-like habitats, 
agricultural areas, wetlands, and 
oak woodlands. Uses trees with 
dense canopies for cover. Important 
prey item is the California vole 
(Microtus californicus). Nests in 
tall (20 to 50 feet) coast live oaks 
(Quercus agrifolia). 

No No Low (Foraging), Not Expected 
(Nesting): This species has been 
recorded sparingly in the project 
vicinity and has a low potential to 
forage over the survey area. 
However, there is no nesting 
habitat within the survey area. 
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AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project D-4 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Empidonax trailli 

extimus 

southwestern willow 
flycatcher 

FE 
SE 

G5T2 
S1 

Uncommon summer resident in 
southern California primarily found 
in lower elevation riparian habitats 
occurring along streams or in 
meadows. The structure of suitable 
breeding habitat typically consists 
of a dense mid-story and understory 
and can also include a dense 
canopy. Nest sites are generally 
located near surface water or 
saturated soils. The presence of 
surface water, swampy conditions, 
standing or flowing water under the 
riparian canopy are preferred. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Emys marmorata 

western pond turtle 
SSC 

G3G4 
S3 

Found in ponds, lakes, rivers, 
streams, creeks, marshes, and 
irrigation ditches, with abundant 
vegetation, either rocky or muddy 
bottoms, in woodland, forest, and 
grassland. In streams, prefers pools 
to shallower areas. Logs, rocks, 
cattail mats, and exposed banks are 
required for basking. May enter 
brackish water and even seawater. 
Found at elevations from sea level 
to over 5,900 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Eremophila alpestris 

actia 

California horned 
lark 

WL 
G5T4Q 

S4 

Yearlong resident of California. 
This subspecies is typically found in 
coastal regions. Breed in level or 
gently sloping shortgrass prairie, 
montane meadows, "bald" hills, 
open coastal plains, fallow grain 
fields, and alkali flats. Within 
southern California, California 
horned larks breed primarily in open 
fields, (short) grasslands, and 
rangelands. Nests on the open 
ground.  

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Eucyclogobius 

newberryi 

tidewater goby 

FE 
SSC 
G3 
S3 

Found in brackish water within 
shallow lagoons and lower stream 
reaches and need fairly still but not 
stagnant water and high oxygen 
levels. Distributed along the 
California coast from Agua 
Hedionda Lagoon, San Diego 
County to the mouth of the Smith 
River. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Eumops perotis 

californicus 

western mastiff bat 

SSC 
G5T4 
S3S4 

Primarily a cliff-dwelling species, 
roost generally under exfoliating 
rock slabs.  Roosts are generally 
high above the ground, usually 
allowing a clear vertical drop of at 
least 3 meters below the entrance 
for flight.  In California, it is most 
frequently encountered in broad 
open areas. Its foraging habitat 
includes dry desert washes, flood 
plains, chaparral, oak woodland, 
open ponderosa pine forest, 
grassland, and agricultural areas. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Icteria virens 

yellow-breasted chat 
SSC 
G5 
S3 

Summer resident of California. 
Primarily found in tall, dense, 
relatively wide riparian woodlands 
and thickets of willows, vine 
tangles, and dense brush with well-
developed understories. Breeding 
habitat within southern California 
primarily consists of dense, wide 
riparian woodlands and thickets of 
willows, vine tangles, and dense 
brush with well-developed 
understories. Nesting areas are 
associated with streams, swampy 
ground, and the borders of small 
ponds. It winters south the Central 
America. Found at elevations 
ranging from 820 to 2,625 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Laterallus 

jamaicensis 

coturniculus 

California black rail 

ST, FP 
G3G4T1 

S1 

Inhabits freshwater marshes, wet 
meadows, and shallow margins of 
saltwater marshes bordering larger 
bays. Needs water depths of 
approximately 1 inch that do not 
fluctuate during the year, and dense 
upland buffer and marsh vegetation 
for nesting habitat. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Nyctinomops 

macrotis 

big free-tailed bat 

SSC 
G5 
S3 

Found in low-lying arid areas in 
Southern California. Needs high 
cliffs on rocky outcrops for roosting 
sites. Feeds principally on large 
moths. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Oncorhynchus 

mykiss irideus pop. 

10 

steelhead – southern 
California DPS 

FE 
G5T1Q 

S1 

Federal listing refers to populations 
from Santa Maria River south to 
southern extent of range (San Mateo 
Creek in San Diego County). 
Southern steelhead likely have 
greater physiological tolerances to 
warmer water and more variable 
conditions. Occurs in south coast 
flowing waters. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Pandion haliaetus 

osprey 
WL 
G5 
S4 

 

Found along ocean shores, bays, 
freshwater lakes, and larger 
streams. Builds large nests in tree-
tops within 15 miles of a good fish-
producing body of water. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Passerculus 

sandwichensis 

beldingi 

Belding’s savannah 
sparrow 

SE 
G5T3 

S3 

Inhabits coastal salt marshes, from 
Santa Barbara south through San 
Diego County. Nests in pickleweed 
(Salicornia spp.) on and around 
margins of tidal flats. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Perognathus 

longimembris 

pacificus 

Pacific pocket mouse 

FE 
SSC 

G5T1 
S1 

Seems to prefer soils of fine alluvial 
sands and sandy slopes of coastal 
scrub near the ocean, but much 
remains to be learned. Historically, 
known to inhabit the narrow coastal 
mesas from the Mexican border 
north to El Segundo, Los Angeles 
County. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Phrynosoma 

blainvillii 

coast horned lizard 

SSC 
G3G4 

S4 

Occurs in a wide variety of 
vegetation types including coastal 
sage scrub, annual grassland, 
chaparral, oak woodland, riparian 
woodland and coniferous forest. Its 
elevational range extends up to 
4,000 feet in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills and up to 6,000 feet in the 
mountains of southern California. In 
inland areas, this species is 
restricted to areas with pockets of 
open microhabitat, created by 
disturbance (e.g. fire, floods, 
unimproved roads, grazing lands, 
and fire breaks). The key elements 
of such habitats are loose, fine soils 
with a high sand fraction; an 
abundance of native ants or other 
insects; and open areas with limited 
overstory for basking and low, but 
relatively dense shrubs for refuge. 

Yes No Low: There is suitable habitat 
within the survey area, but there 
are no records within one mile 
(CDFW 2022a). The nearest 
record is approximately 1.5 miles 
to the southeast within the San 
Joaquin Hills. 

Polioptila 

californica 

californica 

coastal California 
gnatcatcher 

FT 
SSC 

G4G5T2
Q 
S2 

Yearlong resident of sage scrub 
habitats that are dominated by 
California sagebrush. This species 
generally occurs below 750 feet 
amsl in coastal regions and below 
1,500 feet amsl inland. Ranges from 
the Ventura County, south to San 
Diego County and northern Baja 
California and it is less common in 
sage scrub with a high percentage of 
tall shrubs. Prefers habitat with 
more low-growing vegetation. 

Yes No High: A well-documented 
population of this species is 
known to occur in the Buck Gully 
Preserve, and this species was 
documented within the project 
site in 2020. Although not 
detected during Michael Baker’s 
2022 survey, this species should 
be expected to be present. 

Rallus obsoletus 

levipes 

light-footed 
Ridgway’s rail 

FE 
SE, FP 

G5T1T2 
S1 

Found in salt marshes traversed by 
tidal sloughs, where dense growths 
of cordgrass (Spartina foliosa) and 
pickleweed dominate for nesting. 
Requires shallow water and 
mudflats for foraging on mollusks 
and crustaceans, with adjacent 
higher vegetation for cover during 
high water. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Riparia riparia 

bank swallow 
ST 
G5 
S2 

Colonial nester; nests primarily in 
riparian and other lowland habitats 
west of the desert. Requires vertical 
banks/cliffs with fine-
textured/sandy soils near streams, 
rivers, lakes, and oceans to dig 
nesting holes. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Setophaga petechia 

yellow warbler 
SSC 
G5 

S3S4 

Found in riparian plant associations 
near water. Also nests in montane 
shrubbery in open conifer forests in 
the Cascades and Sierra Nevada. 
Frequently found nesting and 
foraging in willow shrubs and 
thickets, and in other riparian plants 
including cottonwoods, sycamores 
(Platanus racemosa), ash (Fraxinus 
spp.), and alder (Alnus spp.). 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Sorex ornatus 

salicornicus 

southern California 
saltmarsh shrew 

SSC 
G5T1? 

S1 

Inhabits coastal salt marshes of Los 
Angeles, Orange, and Ventura 
Counties. Requires dense 
vegetation and woody debris for 
cover. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Spea hammondii 

western spadefoot 
SSC 
G3 
S3 

Prefers open areas with sandy or 
gravelly soils, in a variety of 
habitats including mixed 
woodlands, grasslands, coastal sage 
scrub, chaparral, sandy washes, 
lowlands, river floodplains, alluvial 
fans, playas, alkali flats, foothills, 
and mountains. Rain pools which do 
not contain American bullfrogs 
(Lithobates catesbeianus), 
predatory fish, or crayfish are 
necessary for breeding. Estivates in 
upland habitats adjacent to potential 
breeding sites in burrows 
approximating 3 feet in depth.  

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Sternula antillarum 

browni 

California least tern 

FE 
SE, FP 

G4T2T3Q 
S2 

Colonial breeder on bare or sparsely 
vegetated, flat substrates, including 
sand beaches, alkali flats, landfills, 
or paved areas. Prefers broad, level 
expanses of open sandy or gravelly 
beach, dredge spoil, and other open 
shoreline areas, and broad river 
valley sandbars. Nests along the 
coast from San Francisco Bay south 
to northern Baja California. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Streptocephalus 

woottoni 

Riverside fairy 
shrimp 

FE 
G1G2 
S1S2 

 

Restricted to deep seasonal vernal 
pools, vernal pool like ephemeral 
ponds, and stock ponds and other 
human modified depressions. 
Basins that support Riverside fairy 
shrimp are typically dry a portion of 
the year, but usually are filled by 
late fall, winter, or spring rains, and 
may persist through May. Endemic 
to western Riverside, Orange, and 
San Diego Counties in tectonic 
swales/earth slump basins in 
grassland and coastal sage scrub. In 
Riverside County, the species been 
found in pools formed over the 
following soils: Murrieta stony clay 
loams, Las Posas series, Wyman 
clay loam, and Willows soils. All 
known habitat lies within annual 
grasslands, which may be 
interspersed through chaparral or 
coastal sage scrub vegetation. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Taxidea taxus 

American badger 
SSC 
G5 
S3 

Occupies a wide variety of habitats 
including dry, open grassland, 
sagebrush, and woodland habitats. 
Require dry, friable, often sandy 
soil to dig burrows for cover, food 
storage, and giving birth. 
Occasionally found in riparian 
zones and open chaparral with less 
than 50% plant cover. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
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Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Vireo bellii pusillus 

least Bell’s vireo 
FE 
SE 

SSC 
G5T2 

S2 

Summer resident in southern 
California. Breeding habitat 
generally consists of dense, low, 
shrubby vegetation in riparian areas, 
and mesquite brushlands, often near 
water in arid regions. Early 
successional cottonwood-willow 
riparian groves are preferred for 
nesting. The most critical structural 
component of nesting habitat in 
California is a dense shrub layer that 
is 2 to 10 feet (0.6 to 3.0 meters) 
above ground. The presence of 
water, including ponded surface 
water or moist soil conditions, may 
also be a key component for nesting 
habitat. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES 

Abronia maritima 

red sand-verbena 
4.2 
G4 
S3? 

Perennial herb. Blooms February 
through December. Generally 
associated with coastal dunes. 
Known elevations range from 0 to 
300 feet above mean sea level 
(amsl). 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Abronia villosa var. 

aurita 

chaparral sand-
verbena 

1B.1 
G5T2? 

S2 

Annual herb. Grows in sandy soils 
within chaparral, coastal scrub, and 
desert dune habitats. Found in 
elevations ranging from 245 to 5250 
feet amsl. Blooming period is 
(January) March through 
September. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Aphanisma blitoides 

aphanisma 
1B.2 

G3G4 
S2 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through June. Found in coastal 
scrub and dunes along bluffs and 
slopes near the ocean in sandy or 
clay soils. Known elevations range 
from 0 to 560 feet amsl. 

No No Low: Suitable habitat is present 
within the survey area, but all 
known records in the vicinity are 
several miles away and generally 
separated by extensive 
development and topography. 

Astragalus hornii 

var. hornii 

Horn’s milk vetch 

1B.1 
GUT1 

S1 

Annual herb. Blooms May-October. 
Found along lake margins, in 
meadows and seeps, playas, and 
alkaline sites. Known elevations 
range from 250 to 1150 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Atriplex coulteri 

Coulter’s saltbush 
1B.2 
G3 

S1S2 

Perennial herb. Blooms March 
through October. Generally 
associated with alkaline or clay soils 
that occur in grasslands and coastal 
bluff habitats. Known elevations 
range from 30 to 1,440 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Atriplex pacifica 

south coast saltscale 
1B.2 
G4 
S2 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through October. Occurs on alkaline 
soils in coastal scrub, coastal bluff, 
and playas. Known elevations range 
from 3 to 1,640 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Atriplex parishii 

Parish's brittlescale 
1B.1 

G1G2 
S1 

Annual herb. Blooms June through 
October. Usually found on drying 
alkali flats with fine soils in vernal 
pools, chenopod scrub, wet 
meadows, and playas. Known 
elevations range from 15 to 4,660 
feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Atriplex serenana 

var. davidsonii 

Davidson's saltscale 

1B.2 
G5T1 

S1 

Annual herb. Occurs on alkaline 
soils within coastal bluff scrub and 
coastal scrub habitats. Grows in 
elevations ranging from 33 to 656 
feet amsl. Blooming period is from 
April to October. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Calochortus 

catalinae 

Catalina mariposa 
lily 

4.2 
G3G4 
S3S4 

Perennial herb (bulb). Blooms 
March through June (sometimes as 
early as February). Found in heavy 
soils, open slopes, and openings in 
valley and foothill grassland, 
chaparral, coastal scrub, and 
cismontane woodland. Known 
elevations range from 45 to 4,725 
feet amsl. 

Yes No Moderate: There is suitable 
habitat within the survey area, but 
the closest known recent (last 20 
years) occurrence is 
approximately 1.4 miles to the 
east across Newport Coast Drive 
(Calflora 2022). 

Calochortus weedii 

var. intermedius 

intermediate 
mariposa-lily 

1B.2 
G3G4T3 

S3 

Perennial herb (bulb). Blooms May 
through July. Found in chaparral, 
coastal sage scrub, and valley and 
foothill grasslands, as well as rocky 
outcrops. Known elevations range 
from 55 to 4,135 feet amsl. 

Yes No High: Suitable habitat for this 
species is present within the 
survey area, and this species was 
documented approximately 0.75 
mile southeast of the project site 
in 2012 (CDFW 2022a). 

Camissoniopsis 

lewisii 

Lewis’ evening-
primrose 

3 
G4 
S4 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through June. Occurs on sandy or 
clay soils in valley and foothill 
grassland, coastal bluff scrub, 
cismontane woodland, coastal 
dunes, and coastal scrub. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 1,740 
feet amsl. 

No No Low: There is marginal habitat 
present within the survey area. 
The closest known recent (last 20 
years) occurrence is 
approximately 3.4 miles to the 
northwest in Upper Newport Bay 
(Calflora 2022). 

Centromadia parryi 

ssp. australis 

southern tarplant 

1B.1 
G3T2 

S2 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through October. Often found in 
disturbed sites near the coast at 
marsh edges; also, in alkaline soils, 
sometimes with saltgrass (Distichlis 
spicata). Sometimes in grasslands 
and on vernal pool margins. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 3,200 
feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Chaenactis 

glabriuscula var. 

orcuttiana 

Orcutt’s pincushion 

1B.1 
G5T1T2 

S1 

Annual herb. Blooms January 
through August. Occurs on sandy 
sites within coastal bluff scrub and 
coastal dunes. Known elevations 
range from 0 to 460 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Chloropyron 

maritimum ssp. 

maritimum 

salt marsh bird's-
beak 

FE 
CE 

1B.2 
G4?T1 

S2 

Annual herb (hemiparasitic). 
Occurs on coastal dunes and 
marshes and swamps (coastal salt). 
Found at elevations ranging from 0 
to 98 feet amsl. Blooming period is 
May through October (November). 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Scientific Name 

Common Name 
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Status 
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Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
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Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Cistanthe maritima 

seaside cistanthe 
4.2 

G3G4 
S3 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through June. Occurs in sandy sites 
within coastal bluff scrub, coastal 
scrub, and valley and foothill 
grassland. Known elevations range 
from 50 to 590 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Comarostaphylis 

diversifolia ssp. 

diversifolia 

summer holly 

1B.2 
G3T2 

S2 
 

Shrub. Blooms April through June. 
Often in mixed chaparral and 
cismontane woodland, sometimes 
in post-burn areas. Known 
elevations range from 130 to 1,835 
feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: The survey area 
generally does not provide 
suitable habitat for this species, 
and there are no records within 
five miles (CDFW 2022a ). 

Convolvulus 

simulans 

small-flowered 
morning-glory 

4.2 
G4 
S4 

Annual herb. Found on wet clay and 
serpentine ridges within chaparral, 
coastal scrub, and valley and 
foothill grassland. Found at 
elevations ranging from 100 to 2820 
feet amsl. Blooming period is 
March through July. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Deinandra 

paniculata 

paniculate tarplant 

4.2 
G4 
S4 

Annual herb. Occurs in coastal 
scrub, vernal pools, and 
valley/foothill grassland habitats. 
Found at elevations ranging from 82 
to 3,084 feet amsl. Blooming period 
is April through November. 

No No Not Expected: Although there is 
suitable habitat within the survey 
area, this species is much more 
common inland from Orange 
County and rare on the coast. 
There are no records within five 
miles of the survey area (Calflora 
2022). 

Dichondra 

occidentalis 

western dichondra 

4.2 
G3G4 
S3S4 

Perennial herb. Blooms March 
through July. Found on sandy loam, 
clay, and rocky soils in chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, coastal 
scrub, valley and foothill grassland. 
Known elevations range from 130 
to 1,510 feet amsl. 

Yes No High: There is suitable habitat 
within the survey area and a 
recent (2010) record of this 
species occurring approximately 
0.5 mile to the south (Calflora 
2022). 

Dudleya multicaulis 

many-stemmed 
dudleya 

1B.2 
G2 
S2 

Perennial herb. Blooms April 
through July. Occurs on heavy, 
often clayey soils or grassy slopes in 
chaparral, coastal scrub, and valley 
and foothill grassland habitats. 
Known elevations range from 45 to 
3,280 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Dudleya stolonifera 

Laguna Beach 
dudleya 

FT 
ST 

1B.1 
G2 
S2 

Perennial herb (stoloniferous). 
Blooms May through July. Found 
on thin soils of north-facing 
sandstone cliffs in chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, coastal 
scrub, and valley and foothill 
grassland. Known elevations range 
from 15 to 855 feet amsl. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Eleocharis parvula 

small spikerush 
4.3 
G5 
S3 

Perennial herb. Found in marshes 
and swamps. Found at elevations 
ranging from 5 to 9,910 feet amsl. 
Blooming period is June to August, 
occasionally as early as April or as 
late as September. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 
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Covered by 
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Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Eryngium 

aristulatum var. 

parishii 

San Diego button-
celery 

FE 
SE 

1B.1 
G5T1 

S1 

Annual, perennial herb. Blooms 
April through June. Found in San 
Diego mesa hardpan and claypan 
vernal pools, southern interior 
basalt flow vernal pools in coastal 
scrub and valley and foothill 
grassland. Known elevations range 
from 115 to 2,495 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Euphorbia misera 

cliff spurge 
2B.2 
G5 
S2 

Shrub. Blooms December through 
August. Found on rocky sites in 
coastal bluff scrub, coastal scrub, 
and Mojavean desert scrub. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 920 feet 
amsl. 

Yes No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Harpagonella 

palmeri 

Palmer's 
grapplinghook 

4.2 
G4 
S3 

Annual herb. Occurs on clay soils 
within open grassy areas within 
chaparral, coastal scrub, and valley 
and foothill grassland habitats. 
Found at elevations ranging from 66 
to 3,133 feet amsl.  Blooming 
period is March through May. 

Yes No Low: There is suitable habitat 
within the survey area and there 
is a 2001 record from 
approximately 1.67 miles to the 
south, separated by extensive 
development (Calflora 2022). 

Helianthus nuttallii 

ssp. parishii 

Los Angeles 
sunflower 

1A 
G5TX 

SX 

Perennial herb (rhizomatous). 
Blooms August through October. 
Occurs in marshes, swamps, and on 
damp riverbanks. Believed to be 
extirpated. Known elevations range 
from 15 to 5,495 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Hordeum 

intercedens 

vernal barley 

3.2 
G3G4 
S3S4 

Annual herb. Habitat includes 
coastal dunes, coastal scrub, vernal 
pools, and valley/foothill grassland. 
Grows in elevations ranging from 
16 to 3,281 feet amsl. Blooming 
period is from March to June. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Horkelia cuneata 

var. puberula 

mesa horkelia 

1B.1 
G4T1 

S1 

Perennial herb. Blooms February 
through July. Found on sandy or 
gravelly areas within chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, and coastal 
scrub. Known elevations range from 
460 to 2820 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Isocoma menziesii 

var. decumbens 

decumbent 
goldenbush 

1B.2 
G3G5T2T

3 
S2 

Shrub. Blooms April through 
November. Found on sandy soils 
within coastal scrub and chaparral, 
as well as disturbed sites. Known 
elevations range from 65 to 1640 
feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Juglans californica 

southern California 
black walnut 

4.2 
G4 
S4 

Perennial deciduous tree. Found in 
chaparral, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, and riparian 
woodland habitats. Found at 
elevations ranging from 164 to 
2,953 feet amsl. Blooming period is 
March through August. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Juncus acutus ssp. 

leopoldii 

southwestern spiny 
rush 

4.2 
G5T5 

S4 

Perennial grass. Blooms May 
through June. Found in most saline 
places in salt marshes, alkaline 
seeps, and coastal dunes (mesic 
sites). Known elevations range from 
0 to 1,310 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

Lasthenia glabrata 

ssp. coulteri 

Coulter's goldfields 

1B.1 
G4T2 

S2 

Annual herb. Prefers playas, vernal 
pools, and coastal salt marshes and 
swamps. Found at elevations 
ranging from 3 to 4,003 feet amsl. 
Blooming period is February 
through June. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Lepidium 

virginicum var. 
robinsonii 

Robinson's pepper-
grass 

4.3 
G5T3 

S3 

Annual herb. Dry soils in chaparral 
and coastal sage scrub. Found at 
elevations ranging from 66 to 4,396 
feet amsl. Blooming period is 
January through July. 

No No Moderate: There is suitable 
habitat for this species within the 
survey area, but the closest 
known record is approximately 
2.25 miles to the north and 
separated from the survey area by 
extensive development (Calflora 
2022). 

Lycium 

californicum 

California box-thorn 

4.2 
G4 
S4 

Shrub. Blooms March through 
August. Found within coastal bluff 
scrub and coastal scrub. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 525 feet 
amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. Nearly all 
known local records of this 
species are on the immediate 
coast or along Upper Newport 
Bay (Calflora 2022). 

Malacothrix 

saxatilis var. 

saxatilis 

cliff aster 

4.2 
G5T4 

S4 

Perennial herb. Blooms March 
through September. Found within 
coastal bluff scrub and coastal 
scrub. Known elevations range from 
15 to 100 feet amsl. 

No No Low: There is suitable habitat for 
this species within the survey 
area, but there are no recent (last 
20 years) records within five 
miles (Calflora 2022).  

Nama stenocarpa 

mud nama 
2B.2 

G4G5 
S1S2 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through May. Grows on the muddy 
embankments of ponds and lakes. 
Also reported to utilize river 
embankments. Known elevations 
range from 15 to 1,640 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Nasturtium gambelii 

Gambel’s water cress 
FE 
ST 

1B.1 
G1 
S1 

Perennial herb (rhizomatous). 
Blooms April through October. 
Found in freshwater and brackish 
marshes at the margins of lakes and 
along streams, in or just above the 
water level. Known elevations 
range from 15 to 2,560 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Navarretia prostrata 

prostrate vernal pool 
navarretia 

1B.2 
G2 
S2 

Annual herb. Blooms April through 
July. Found in alkaline soils in 
grassland and vernal pools, along 
with coastal scrub, meadows, seeps, 
and mesic, alkaline site. Known 
elevations range from 65 to 490 feet 
amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Nemacaulis 

denudata var. 

denudata 

coast woolly-heads 

1B.2 
G3G4T2 

S2 

Annual herb. Blooms April through 
September. Found in coastal dunes. 
Known elevations range from 0 to 
35 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Orcuttia californica 

California Orcutt 
grass 

FE 
SE 

1B.1 
G1 
S1 

Annual grass. Blooms April 
through August. Found in vernal 
pools. Known elevations range from 
460 to 2,200 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Pentachaeta aurea 

ssp. allenii 

Allen’s pentachaeta 

1B.1 
G4T1 

S1 

Annual herb. Blooms March 
through June. Occurs in coastal 
scrub openings and valley and 
foothill grasslands. Known 
elevations range from 225 to 1,560 
feet amsl. 

No No Low: Suitable habitat is present 
within the survey area, but all 
known records in the vicinity are 
several miles away and generally 
separated by extensive 
development and topography. 

Phacelia 

ramosissima var. 

austrolitoralis 

south coast 
branching phacelia 

3.2 
G5?T3Q 

S3 

Perennial herb. Blooms March 
through August. Found in sandy, 
sometimes rocky sites within 
chaparral, coastal scrub, coastal 
dunes, and coastal salt marsh. 
Known elevations range from 15 to 
720 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Quercus dumosa 

Nuttall’s scrub oak 
1B.1 
G3 
S3 

Shrub. Blooms February through 
March. Found on sandy soils near 
the coast and sometimes on clay 
loam within closed-cone coniferous 
forest, chaparral, and coastal scrub. 
Known elevations range from 50 to 
4,035 feet amsl. 

Yes No Not Expected: No scrub oaks 
were observed within the project 
site, although due to topography, 
safety, and preservation of habitat 
the surrounding survey area 
cannot be excluded from 
potentially having this species. 

Senecio aphanactis 

chaparral ragwort 
2B.2 
G3 
S2 

Annual herb. Grows on alkaline 
soils within chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, and coastal scrub 
habitats. Found at elevations 
ranging from 49 to 2,625 feet amsl. 
Blooming period is January through 
April (May). 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Sidalcea 

neomexicana 

salt spring 
checkerbloom 

2B.2 
G4 
S2 

Perennial herb. Blooms March 
through June. Occurs in alkali 
springs, marshes, and playas in 
chaparral, coastal scrub, lower 
montane coniferous forest, and 
Mojavean desert scrub. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 7,810 
feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Suaeda esteroa 

estuary seablite 
1B.2 
G3 
S2 

Perennial herb. Blooms June 
through October (sometimes May 
through January). Found on clay, 
silt, and sand substrates in coastal 
salt marshes and swamps. Known 
elevations range from 0 to 395 feet 
amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Suaeda taxifolia 

woolly seablite 
4.2 
G4 
S4 

Perennial evergreen shrub. Grows 
in coastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, 
and along coastal margins of 
marshes and swamps. Found at 
elevations ranging from 0 to 165 
feet amsl. Blooming period is from 
January to December. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 
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Symphyotrichum 

defoliatum 

San Bernardino aster 

1B.2 
G2 
S2 

Perennial herb (rhizomatous). 
Blooms July through November. 
Grows in vernally mesic sites and 
disturbed areas or near ditches, 
streams, and springs in meadows 
and seeps, cismontane woodland, 
coastal scrub, lower montane 
coniferous forest, marshes and 
swamps, and valley and foothill 
grassland. Known elevations range 
from 5 to 6,695 feet in elevation 
amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

Verbesina dissita 

big-leaved 
crownbeard 

FT 
ST 

1B.1 
G1G2 

S1 

Perennial herb. Blooms April 
through July (sometimes as early as 
March). Found on gravelly soils of 
steep, rocky, primarily north-facing 
slopes in coastal scrub and maritime 
chaparral less than 1.5 miles from 
the ocean. Known elevations range 
from 145 to 955 feet amsl. 

No No Not Expected: There is no 
suitable habitat for this species 
within the survey area. 

SPECIAL-STATUS VEGETATION COMMUNITIES 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 
Southern Coast Live 
Oak Riparian Forest 
MCV (1995) 
Coast Live Oak 
Series 
NVCS (2009) 
Quercus agrifolia 
Woodland Alliance 

G5 
S4 

Found at elevations ranging from 
sea level to 3,937 feet amsl in 
alluvial terraces, canyon bottoms, 
stream banks, slopes, and flats, 
Soils are deep, sandy or loamy with 
high organic matter. Coast live oak 
is a dominant or co-dominant in the 
tree canopy with bigleaf maple 
(Acer macrophyllum), box elder 
(Acer negundo), madrono (Arbutus 
menziesii), southern California 
black walnut, California sycamore, 
Fremont cottonwood, blue oak 
(Quercus douglasii), Engelmann 
oak (Quercus engelmannii), 
California black oak (Quercus 
kelloggii), valley oak (Quercus 
lobata), arroyo willow (Salix 
lasiolepis), and California bay 
(Umbellularia californica). Trees 
are less than 98 feet tall; canopy is 
open to continuous. Shrub layer is 
sparse to intermittent. Herbaceous 
layer is sparse or grassy. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 

Southern Coastal Salt 
Marsh 

MCV (1995) 

Cordgrass series 

NVCS (2009) 

Spartina foliosa 
herbaceous alliance 

S3.2 
G3 Occurs at elevations ranging from 0 

to 3 feet amsl on mudflats, banks, 
berms, and margins of bays and 
deltas. California cord grass 
(Spartina foliosa) is dominant in the 
herbaceous layer with algae and 
saltwort (Batis maritima), glasswort 
(Salicornia pacifica), and 
California bulrush (Schoenoplectus 
californicus). Herbs are < 5 feet; 
cover is intermittent to continuous. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 



Attachment D – Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

AT&T Telecom Gazebo Project D-15 
Biological Resources Assessment 

Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 
Southern 
Cottonwood Willow 
Riparian Forest 
MCV (1995) 
Fremont Cottonwood 
Series 
NVCS (2009) 
Populus fremontii 
Forest Alliance 

G4 
S3.2 

Found at elevations ranging from 
sea level to 7,874 feet amsl on 
floodplains, along low-gradient 
rivers, perennial or seasonally 
intermittent streams, springs, in 
lower canyons in desert mountains, 
in alluvial fans, and in valleys with 
a dependable subsurface water 
supply that varies considerably 
during the year. Fremont 
cottonwood is a dominant or co-
dominant in the tree canopy with 
box elder, desert baccharis 
(Baccharis sergiloides), Oregon ash 
(Fraxinus latifolia), northern 
California black walnut (Juglans 
hindsii), California sycamore, coast 
live oak, narrowleaf willow (Salix 
exigua), Goodding’s willow (Salix 
goodingii), polished willow (Salix 
laevigata), arroyo willow, pacific 
willow (Salix lasiandra ssp. 
lasiandra), and yellow willow 
(Salix lutea). Trees and less than 25 
meters tall; canopy is continuous to 
open. Shrub layer is intermittent to 
open. Herbaceous layer is variable. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 

Southern Dune Scrub 

MCV (1995) 

Dune Lupine-
Goldenbush Series 

NVCS (2009) 

Isocoma menziesii-
Lupinus 
chamissonis-
Ericameria ericoides 
shrubland alliance 

G3 
S3 

Found at elevations ranging from 
sea level to 100 feet amsl, typically 
along coastal bars, river mouths, 
coastal spits, coastal bluffs, and 
terraces. Typically dominated by 
mock heather (Ericameria 
ericoides) and/or dune bush lupine 
(Lupinus chamissonis). Other 
characteristic species include 
California sagebrush (Artemisia 
californica), coastal sagewort 
(Artemisia pycnocephala), Mormon 
tea (Ephedra californica), coastal 
goldenbush (Isocoma menziesii), 
yellow bush lupine (Lupinus 
arboreus), coastal prickly pear 
(Opuntia littoralis), lemonade berry 
(Rhus integrifolia), and poison oak 
(Toxicodendron diversilobum). 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 

Southern Foredunes 

MCV (1995) 

Sand Verbena-Beach 
Bursage Series 

NVCS (2009) 

Ambrosia 
chamissonis 
herbaceous alliance 

G2 

S2.1 

A sparsely vegetated community 
that is dominated by perennial 
species with a high proportion of 
suffrutescent (slightly woody at 
base) up to one foot high. Species 
such as red sand verbena (Abronia 
maritima), beach burr (Ambrosia 
sp.), and the nonnative sea rocket 
(Cakile sp.) usually occur in 
exposed sites, and pink sand 
verbena (Abronia umbellata) and 
morning-glory (Calystegia sp.) 
occur in less exposed sites. 
Establishment of these plants 
reduces the amount of blowing 
sand, partially stabilizing the dunes. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 
Southern Sycamore 
Alder Riparian 
Woodland 
MCV (1995) 
California Sycamore 
Series 
NVCS (2009) 
Platanus racemosa 
Woodland Alliance 

G4 
S4 

Found at elevations ranging from 
sea level to 7,874 feet amsl in 
gullies, intermittent streams, 
springs, seeps, stream banks, and 
terraces adjacent to floodplains that 
are subject to high-intensity 
flooding. Soils are rocky or cobbly 
alluvium with permanent moisture 
at depth. California sycamore is a 
dominant or co-dominant in the tree 
canopy with white alder, southern 
California black walnut, Fremont 
cottonwood, coast live oak, valley 
oak, narrowleaf willow, Gooding’s 
willow, polished willow, arroyo 
willow, yellow willow, Peruvian 
pepper tree (Schinus mole), and 
California bay. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 
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Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources 

Scientific Name 

Common Name 

Special-
Status 
Rank* 

Habitat Preferences and 
Distribution Affinities 

Covered by 
NCCP/HCP 

Observed 
On-site Potential to Occur 

CNDDB/Holland 
(1986) 

Valley Needlegrass 
Grassland 

MCV (1995) 

Foothill Needlegrass 
Series, Nodding 
Needlegrass Series, 
Purple Needlegrass 
Series 

NVCS (2009) 

Nassella cernua 
Herbaceous Alliance, 
Nassella lepida 
Herbaceous Alliance, 
Nassella pulchra 
Herbaceous Alliance 

G4 
S4 

Occurs at elevations ranging from 0 
to 5,577 feet amsl on all topographic 
locations. Soils may be deep with 
high clay content, loamy, sandy, or 
silty derived from mudstone, 
sandstone, or serpentine substrates. 
California melicgrass (Melica 
californica), Torrey melic (Melica 
torreyana), nodding needle grass 
(Stipa cernua), foothill needle grass 
(Stipa lepida) and/or purple needle 
grass (Stipa pulchra) is dominant or 
characteristically present in the 
herbaceous layer with other 
perennial grasses and herbs 
including spidergrass (Aristida 
ternipes), milkvetch (Astragalus 
spp.), wild oat (Avena spp.), bromes 
(Bromus spp.), fire reedgrass 
(Calamagrostis koelerioides), 
mariposa (Calochortus spp.), 
morning glory (Calystegia spp.), 
amole (Chlorogalum 
pomeridianum), clarkia (Clarkia 
spp.), common sandaster 
(Corethrogyne filaginifolia), 
turkey-mullein (Croton setiger), 
cryptantha (Cryptantha spp.), 
American wild carrot, (Daucus 
pusillus), blue dicks 
(Dichelostemma capitatum), blue 
wildrye (Elymus glaucus), 
buckwheat (Eriogonum spp.), 
erodium (Erodium spp.), California 
poppy (Eschscholzia californica), 
California fescue (Festuca 
californica), shortpod mustard 
(Hirschfeldia incana), narrow 
tarplant (Holocarpha virgata), 
meadow barley (Hordeum 
brachyantherum), June grass 
(Koeleria macrantha), goldfields 
(Lasthenia spp.), plantain (Plantago 
spp.), one sided blue grass (Poa 
secunda), sanicle (Sanicula spp.), 
western blue eyed grass 
(Sisyrinchium bellum), clover 
(Trifolium spp.) and/or fescue 
(Vulpia spp.). Emergent trees and 
shrubs may be present at low cover. 
Herbs are less than 3 feet; cover is 
open to continuous. 

- No Absent: This vegetation 
community does not occur within 
the project site. 

 

* U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

FE Endangered – any species which is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

FT Threatened – any species which is likely to become an endangered species within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its 
range. 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

SE Endangered – any native species or subspecies of bird, mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant which is in serious danger of becoming extinct 
throughout all, or a significant portion, of its range due to one or more causes, including loss of habitat, change in habitat, overexploitation, predation, 
competition, or disease. 
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ST Threatened – any native species or subspecies of bird, mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant that, although not presently threatened with extinction, 
is likely to become an endangered species in the foreseeable future in the absence of the special protection and management efforts required under the 
California Endangered Species Act. 

CSE Candidate State Endangered – The classification provided to a native species or subspecies of a bird, mammal, fish, amphibian, reptile, or plant that the 
Fish and Game Commission has formally noticed as being under review by the Department of Fish and Wildlife for addition to the list of endangered 
species, or a species for which the commission has published a notice of proposed regulation to add the species to the list of endangered species. 

FP Fully Protected – any native species or subspecies of bird, mammal, fish, amphibian, or reptile that were determined by the State of California to be rare 
or face possible extinction. 

SSC Species of Special Concern – any species, subspecies, or distinct population of fish, amphibian, reptile, bird, or mammal native to California that 
currently satisfies one or more of the following criteria: is extirpated from California or, in the case of birds, in its primary seasonal or breeding role; is 
listed as Federally-, but not State-, threatened or endangered; meets the State definition of threatened or endangered but has not formally been listed; is 
experiencing, or formerly experienced, serious (noncyclical) population declines or range retractions (not reversed) that, if continued or resumed, could 
qualify it for State threatened or endangered status; or has naturally small populations exhibiting high susceptibility to risk from any factor(s), that if 
realized, could lead to declines that would qualify it for State threatened or endangered status. 

WL Watch List - taxa that were previously designated as “Species of Special Concern” but no longer merit that status, or which do not yet meet SSC criteria, 
but for which there is concern and a need for additional information to clarify status. 

California Native Plant Society (CNPS) California Rare Plant Rank 

1B Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere. 

3 Plant that lack the necessary information to assign them to one of the other ranks or to reject them. 

4 Plants of limited distribution – Watch List. 

Threat Ranks 

.1 Seriously threatened in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened/high degree any immediacy of threat). 

.2 Moderately threatened in California (20 to 80 percent of occurrences threatened/moderate degree and immediacy of threat). 

.3 Not very threatened in California (less than 20 percent of occurrences threatened/low degree and immediacy of threat or no current threats 
known). 

NatureServe Conservation Status Rank 

The Global Rank (G#) reflects the overall condition and imperilment of a species throughout its global range. The Infraspecific Taxon Rank (T#) reflects the global 
situation of just the subspecies or variety. The State Rank (S#) reflects the condition and imperilment of an element throughout its range within California. (G#Q) 
reflects that the element is very rare but there are taxonomic questions associated with it; the calculated G rank is qualified by adding a Q after the G#). Adding a ? 
to a rank expresses uncertainty about the rank. 

G1/T1 Critically Imperiled – At very high risk of extinction due to extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer populations), very steep declines, or other factors. 

G2/T2 Imperiled— At high risk of extinction due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or fewer), steep declines, or other factors. 

G3/T3 Vulnerable— At moderate risk of extinction due to a restricted range, relatively few populations (often 80 or fewer), recent and widespread declines, or 
other factors. 

G4/T4 Apparently Secure— Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to declines or other factors. 

G5/T5 Secure – Common; widespread and abundant. 

S1 Critically Imperiled – Critically imperiled in the state because of extreme rarity (often 5 or fewer occurrences) or because of some factor(s) such as very 
steep declines making it especially vulnerable to extirpation from the State. 

S2 Imperiled – Imperiled in the State because of rarity due to very restricted range, very few populations (often 20 or fewer), steep declines, or other factors 
making it very vulnerable to extirpation from the nation or State. 

S3 Vulnerable – Vulnerable in the State due to a restricted range, relatively few populations (often 80 or fewer), recent and widespread declines, or other 
factors making it vulnerable to extirpation. 

S4 Apparently Secure – Uncommon but not rare; some cause for long-term concern due to declines or other factors. 
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NMFS Records Search Results 
  



Quad Name
Laguna 
Beach

Newport 
Beach

Newport 
Beach OE S

Tustin

Quad Number 33117-E7 33117-F8 33117-E8 33117-F7

ESA Anadromous Fish
SONCC Coho ESU (T) 

CCC Coho ESU (E) 

CC Chinook Salmon ESU (T) 

CVSR Chinook Salmon ESU (T) 

SRWR Chinook Salmon ESU (E) 

NC Steelhead DPS (T) 

CCC Steelhead DPS (T) 

SCCC Steelhead DPS (T) 

SC Steelhead DPS (E) X X X X
CCV Steelhead DPS (T) 

Eulachon (T) 

sDPS Green Sturgeon (T) X X X

ESA Anadromous Fish Critical Habitat
SONCC Coho Critical Habitat 

CCC Coho Critical Habitat 

CC Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat 

CVSR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat 

SRWR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat 

NC Steelhead Critical Habitat 

CCC Steelhead Critical Habitat 

SCCC Steelhead Critical Habitat 

SC Steelhead Critical Habitat 

CCV Steelhead Critical Habitat 

Eulachon Critical Habitat 

sDPS Green Sturgeon Critical Habitat 

ESA Marine Invertebrates
Range Black Abalone (E) X X X
Range White Abalone (E) X X X

ESA Marine Invertebrates Critical 
Habitat
Black Abalone Critical Habitat 

ESA Sea Turtles
East Pacific Green Sea Turtle (T) X X X
Olive Ridley Sea Turtle (T/E) X X X
Leatherback Sea Turtle (E) X X X
North Pacific Loggerhead Sea Turtle (E) X X X



Quad Name
Laguna 
Beach

Newport 
Beach

Newport 
Beach OE S

Tustin

Quad Number 33117-E7 33117-F8 33117-E8 33117-F7
ESA Whales
Blue Whale (E) X X X
Fin Whale (E) X X X
Humpback Whale (E) X X X
Southern Resident Killer Whale (E) X X X
North Pacific Right Whale (E) X X X
Sei Whale (E) X X X
Sperm Whale (E) X X X

ESA Pinnipeds
Guadalupe Fur Seal (T) X X X
Steller Sea Lion Critical Habitat 

Essential Fish Habitat
Coho EFH 

Chinook Salmon EFH 

Groundfish EFH X X X
Coastal Pelagics EFH X X X
Highly Migratory Species EFH X X X

MMPA Species
MMPA Cetaceans X X X
MMPA Pinnipeds X X X
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