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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PURPOSE 

This Final Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) and Initial Study (IS) (collectively “MND/IS”) has been 

prepared for the Palm Springs Unified School District (PSUSD or District) High School Fields Lighting 

Project (Project) in accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 

(CEQA)1 and the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15070 to 15075.2 The PSUSD is acting as the Lead Agency, 

as defined by CEQA, for the environmental review of the proposed Project.  

PSUSD staff prepared a Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (Draft MND/IS)) to evaluate the potential 

environmental consequences associated with the proposed PSUSD Athletic Field Lighting Project 

(“proposed Project” or “Project”). The Draft MND/IS was circulated for 30 days from May 12, 2023 to 

June 12, 2023 for public and agency comments. Based on the comments received during the 30-day 

review period, the District has prepared this Final MND. 

The District is proposing athletic field lighting improvements on the campuses of Palm Springs High School 

(PSHS), Desert Hot Springs High School (DHSHS), and Cathedral City High School (CCHS). All campuses are 

within the PSUSD service area within Riverside County, California.  

On July 12, 2022, direction was given to the PSUSD Facilities Department to review athletic field lighting 

at the high school sports fields within the District. The proposed lighting improvements of the athletic 

fields was prompted by the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 328, which requires high schools to start no earlier 

than 8:30 A.M. However, with the later start time, schools will also end later, which will affect sports 

activities unless the athletic fields are lit for evening use.  

To comply with recent legislators requiring that public high school classes begin no earlier than 8:30 

A.M., the District is proposing changes to its afterschool programs and modify the times of use for 

activities at athletic fields. This will result in adjustments in their practice/games times scheduling at 

high school campuses. To comply with this new law, the District has needed to adjust the start and end 

times for outdoor field activities. With later end times for practices and games, the fields on PSUSD high 

school campuses must be lighted for safety purposes.  

The proposed lights would safely allow use of the athletic fields into the evening hours and the design 

meets the California Interscholastic Federation recommended lighting levels for baseball and softball 

fields. Each high school lighting improvement includes varsity baseball and softball fields, junior varsity 

baseball and softball fields, tennis courts, soccer, and practice fields. 

 

1  California Code of Regulations, sec. 21000 et seq.   

2  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15070–15075. 
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1.2 DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT 

The District is proposing high school field lighting improvements on the campuses of Palm Springs High 

School (PSHS), Desert Hot Springs High School (DHSHS), and Cathedral City High School (CCHS). All 

campuses are within the PSUSD service area within Riverside County, California.    

The PSUSD High School Fields Lighting Project would provide additional exterior lighting (including 

fields/courts) and safely allow the use of outdoor instructional and activity areas into before and after 

school hours. Additional exterior lighting would maximize spaces on campus for outdoor instruction and 

activities at the district's high school campuses. 

The proposed Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for 

several sports teams including baseball, softball, soccer, and tennis. By allowing evening‐hour use, the 

high school would provide enhanced opportunities for students to participate in school‐sponsored sports 

while accommodating the state‐mandated late‐start law. 

The proposed Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for 

several sports teams including football, track, and soccer teams as well as marching band and other 

school programs. By allowing evening‐hour use, the high schools would provide enhanced opportunities 

for students to participate in school‐sponsored sports while accommodating the state‐mandated late‐

start law beginning in 2022. The timing of all other school‐affiliated sporting activities that do not utilize 

the stadium for practices or games would remain the same.  

Evening athletic games and evening athletic practices would be limited to only school‐sanctioned sports 

teams at each of the schools. Use of lighting during and following athletic practices would end by 8:00 

P.M. Most athletic games would end by 7:00 P.M., but no later than 9:30 P.M., with lighting potentially 

remaining on after to facilitate safe crowd exiting and for clean‐up and other similar activities after 

game completion.  

It is anticipated that the construction activities would begin in December of 2023 and end in fall of 2024. 

Construction activities will take 6 to 9 months at each school and would be staggered among the various 

athletic fields to accommodate ongoing practice and field needs at each campus. 

The entire project will be complete by the end of 2024. 

1.3 PUBLIC REVIEW PROCESS 

On May 12, 2023, PSUSD circulated a Notice of Intent (NOI) (see Appendix A) of the Draft MND/IS for a 

30-day review and comment by the public and by responsible and reviewing agencies, in both English and 

Spanish. The review period ended on June 12, 2023. In accordance with the State CEQA Statute Section 

15072, the District filed the Draft MND/IS with the State Clearinghouse (SCH) for them to circulate to 
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appropriate State Agencies (SCH number 2023050345); a copy of the Notice of Completion (NOC) filed 

with the SCH is provided in Appendix B.  

In accordance with the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15087, the District mailed a copy of the NOI to the 

owners and occupants of property contiguous to the parcel or parcels on which the Project is located, as 

well as local and regional public agencies. A copy of the distribution and mailing lists are provided in 

Appendix C. 

The District held community meeting at each of the three high schools to present the proposed Project 

and accept comments. 

The meetings were held at: 

• Palm Springs High School April 17, 2023 
• Cathedral City High School April 18, 2023 
• Desert Hot Springs High School April 19, 2023 

The District also offered the opportunity for the community to submit written comments and suggestions 

through May 12, 2023. The comments and suggestions received were shared with the Board of Education 

(“Board”), and community members were provided opportunity to directly to the Board concerning this 

project at the May 23, 2023 meeting. The District mailed notices to within a 500-foot radius of each 

school as well as to all students, staff and faculty; copies of the notices ae provided in Appendix D. 

In accordance with AB 52, the District provided notifications to local tribes that have expressed interest 

in District projects.  Assembly Bill (AB 52) establishes a formal consultation process for California Native 

American tribes on development projects. AB 52 notification letters were sent by the District to the Agua 

Caliente band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) and Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (TMDCI) tribes on 

March 22, 2023. Only the Agua Caliente Tribe responded. 

1.4 REPOSITORY FOR THE FINAL MIND 

The Final MND/IS and Draft MND/IS are available at the PSUSD’s office, located at 150 District Center 

Drive, Palm Springs, CA 92264 and on the District’s website at: 

http://www.psusd.us/ (Facilities Planning & Development Page) 

The Final MND/IS, when combined with the Draft MND/IS, constitutes the complete environmental review 

document for the Project to be considered by the PSUSD Board of Education, as the decision-making 

body, before it makes its decision on the proposed Project. State CEQA Guidelines require that the Lead 

Agency consider the MND/IS together with any comments received during the public review prior to 

approving a project.3 The decision-making body shall adopt the Final MND/IS only if it finds, on the basis 

of the whole record before it (including the MND/IS and any comments received), that there is no 

 
3  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15074(b). 

http://www.psusd.us/
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substantial evidence that the Project will have a significant effect on the environment and that the Final 

MND/IS reflects the Lead Agency’s independent judgment and analysis. 

1.5 MITIGATION MONITORING PLAN 

The State CEQA Guidelines require that the Lead Agency adopt a mitigation monitoring program for 

reporting on or monitoring the physical changes of the Project Site and mitigating significant 

environmental effects.4 

1.6 ORGANIZATION OF THE FINAL MND/IS 

As required State CEQA Guidelines, the Final MND/IS consists of the following components: 

• Comments received from reviewing agencies on the Draft MND/IS during the public review 
process and responses to those comments (see Section 2.0). 

• A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), which provides a summary of impacts, 
mitigation measures, and implementation procedures (see Section 3.0). 

• Notice of Intent (NOI) (see Appendix A) 

• Notice of Completion (NOC) (See Appendix B) 

• Distribution List (see Appendix C) 

• Notices for Community Meetings (Appendix D) 

• Draft Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)/Initial Study (IS) – incorporated by reference and 
available as a separate document (see Appendix E) 

 

 
4  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15074(d) 
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2.0 COMMENTS RECEIVED AND RESPONSES 

The State CEQA Guidelines5 require that the decision-making body of the Palm Springs Unified Schools 

District, as Lead Agency, consider the proposed IS together with any comments received during the public 

review process prior to approving a project.  

The following comment letters were received regarding the Draft MND/IS: 

Letter 
No. Agency/Commentor Contact Date 

1 Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
Luz Salazar 

Cultural Resources Analyst 
May 22, 2023 

2 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife – 

Inland Deserts Region 

Kim Freeburn 
Environmental Program 

Manager 
June 12, 2023 

3 
Riverside County Flood Control and Water 

Conservation District 
Elsa McKinney, 

Engineering Aide 
June 12, 2023 

  

 
5  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines Sec. 15074(b). 



Dear Ms. Julie Arthur,

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) appreciates your efforts to include the 

Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) in the PSUSD Field Lighting Improvement project. 

The project area is not located within the boundaries of the ACBCI Reservation. However, it is 

within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area.  For this reason, the ACBCI THPO requests the 

following:

[VIA EMAIL TO:jarthur@psusd.us]

Palm Springs Unified School District (PSUSD)

Ms. Julie Arthur

980 E Tahquitz Canyon Way, Suite 202

Rancho Mirage, CA 92262

May 22, 2023

Re: Mitigated Negative Declaration: PSUSD Field Lighting

Again, the Agua Caliente appreciates your interest in our cultural heritage. If you have questions 

or require additional information, please call me at (760) 883-1137. You may also email me at 

ACBCI-THPO@aguacaliente.net.

Cordially,

Luz Salazar

Cultural Resources Analyst

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

 AGUA CALIENTE BAND

OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

03-052-2023-001

*The Mitigated Negative Declaration document included standard mitigation

measures to address impacts to cultural resources. We found these measures to be

sufficient.

2.0 Comments Received and Responses 
Comment Letter No. 1
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COMMENT LETTER 1: AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA INDIANS 
dated May 22, 2023 

Comment 1-1 
The comment states that the proposed Project is within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area.  The Tribe also 
notes that Mitigated Negative Declaration document included standard mitigation measures to address 
impacts to cultural resources, and found these measures to be sufficient. 

Response 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



State of California Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
Inland Deserts Region
3602 Inland Empire Blvd, Suite C-220
Ontario, CA 91764
www.wildlife.ca.gov

June 12, 2023
Sent via e-mail

Julie Arthur
Executive Director
Palm Springs Unified School District
150 District Center Drive
Palm Springs, CA 92264

PALM SPRINGS UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL FIELDS LIGHTING 
PROJECT (PROJECT)

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION (MND)
SCH#: 2023050345

Dear Ms. Arthur:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Intent to 
Adopt an MND from the Palm Springs Unified School District (PSUSD) for the Project 
pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.1

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding those 
activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. Likewise, we 
appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects of the Project that 
CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the exercise of its own 
regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code. 

CDFW ROLE 

Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those 
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, 
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).) 
CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and 
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically 
sustainable populations of those species. (Id., § 1802.)  Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, 
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public agency 
environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that 
have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.  

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA.  (Pub. 
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need 
to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code.  As proposed, for 

authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.)  Likewise, to the extent implementation of the 
as defined by State law of any species protected 

under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), 
the project proponent may seek related take authorization as provided by the Fish and 
Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

Proponent: Palm Springs Unified School District

Objective: The Project is proposing high school field lighting improvements on the 
campuses of Palm Springs High School (PSHS), Desert Hot Springs High School 
(DHSHS), and Cathedral City High School (CCHS). The Project would provide additional 
exterior lighting to allow for use of outdoor instructional and activity areas before and after 

1

are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.

Jun 12 2023
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school hours, which have been extended per the passage of Senate Bill (SB) 3282. The 
proposed Project includes trenching in order to install wiring between the poles and 
electrical control panels, and installation of the light fixtures. 

New field lighting would be installed at PSHS on the varsity baseball and softball fields, 
junior varsity (JV) baseball field, tennis courts, football/track stadium, and practice field. 
The proposed lighting for each field would consist of a total of 35 light fixtures/poles 
located around the perimeters. Nineteen of the lighting poles would be located around the 
perimeter of the varsity baseball field, JV baseball field, varsity softball field, and practice 
fields and would extend 60 feet to 80 feet high. Ten lighting poles would be located around 
the perimeter of the tennis courts and would extend 50 feet high. The remaining six lighting 
poles would be located around the football/track stadium seating to the east and west and 
would be 80 feet high with on pole 70 feet high on the east side. Each pole would be on a 
pre-cast concrete base approximately 10 feet below ground (for each of the three high 
schools). Each lighting pole would feature between four to thirteen separate luminaires. 
Mounting heights for the luminaries are 50 feet (tennis courts); 15.5 feet, 60 feet, 70 feet, 
80 feet (varsity baseball field, JV baseball field, varsity softball field, and practice fields); 
and 15.5 feet, 70 feet, 80 feet, 105 feet, and 115 feet (football/track field). The new lighting 
poles would result in a total of 253 luminaries with an average kilowatt (kW) of 25.9 (69.0 
maximum).   

New field lighting would be installed at DHSHS on the varsity baseball and softball fields, 
JV baseball and softball fields, tennis courts (1-6), and soccer field. The proposed lighting 
for each field would consist of a total of 35 light fixtures/poles located around the 
perimeters. Fourteen of the lighting poles would be located around the JV baseball field, 
varsity baseball field, and the practice soccer field and would extend 80 feet to 90 feet 
high. Eight of the lighting poles would be located around the perimeter of the tennis courts 
and would extend 40 feet high. The remaining thirteen lighting poles would be located 
around the perimeter of the JV softball and varsity softball field and would extend 60 feet to 
80 feet high. Each lighting pole would feature between three to eighteen separate 
luminaries. Mounting heights for the luminaries are 15.5 feet, 80 feet, and 90 feet (JV 
baseball, varsity baseball, and soccer fields); 40 feet (tennis courts); and 15.5 feet, 60 feet, 
70 feet, and 80 feet (softball and varsity softball fields). The new lighting poles would result 
in a total of 209 luminaries with and average kW of 25.9 (54.6 maximum). 

New field lighting would be installed at CCHS on the varsity baseball and varsity football 
fields, JV baseball and softball fields, tennis courts (1-6) and multipurpose field. The 
proposed lighting for each field would consist of 33 light fixtures/poles located around the 
perimeters. Fourteen of the lighting poles would be located around the JV baseball and 
varsity baseball fields and would extend 70 feet to 80 feet high. Four of the lighting poles 
would be located around the perimeter of the multipurpose field and would extend 80 feet 
high. Seven of the lighting poles would be located around the perimeter of the varsity 
softball and JV softball fields and would extend 60 feet to 80 feet high. The remaining eight 
lighting poles would be located around the perimeter of the tennis courts and would be 50 
feet high. Each lighting pole would feature between two to thirteen sperate luminaires. 
Mounting heights for the luminaries are 15.5 feet, 70 feet, and 80 feet (JV baseball and 
varsity baseball fields); 50 feet (tennis courts); 15.5 feet, 60 feet, and 80 feet (multipurpose 
field); and 15.5 feet, 60 feet, 70 feet, and 80 feet (JV and varsity softball fields). The new 
lighting poles would result in a total of 206 luminaires with an average kW of 28.0 (55.9 
maximum).  

Location: The Project is located across three high school campuses in Riverside County, 
California. The PSHS campus is located at 2401 E. Baristo Road, Palm Springs, California 
92262. The DHSHS campus is located at 65850 Pierson Boulevard, Desert Hot Springs, 
California 92240. The CCHS campus is located at 69250 Dinah Shore Drive, Cathedral 
City, California 92234. PSHS  (APNs) 502-200-
009, 502-200-010, 502-200-012, 502-230-006, and Master Parcel No. 009-607-789. 
DHSHS encompasses APN 664-190-040, and CCHS encompasses APNs 673-030-014 

2 Senate Bill (SC) 328 - Local educational agencies: before and after school programs: middle school and 
high school start time. An act to amend Section 46148 of, and to add Section 8203.4 to, the Education Code, 
relating to local educational agencies. 
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and 673-030-015. Land surrounding the PSHS campus includes residential and 
commercial use with open space to the west. Land surrounding the DHSHS campus is 
vacant with residential developments to the northeast, south, and west. Land surrounding 
the CCHS campus is vacant to the east and north with residential and commercial uses to 
the northeast, south, and west. The campuses are within the boundary of the Coachella 
Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP). 

Timeframe: It is anticipated that construction activities would begin in December of 2023 
and end in fall of 2024. Construction activities would take 6 to 9 months at each school and 
would be staggered among the various high schools. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife, 
native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those 
species (i.e., biological resources). CDFW offers the comments and recommendations 
below to assist the PSUSD 
significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife 
(biological) resources. The MND has not adequately identified and disclosed t
impacts (i.e., direct, indirect, and cumulative) to biological resources and whether those 
impacts are less than significant. Moreover, CDFW is concerned that an MND may not be 
appropriate for the Project because of the potentially significant impact to biological 
resources from artificial nighttime lighting.  on 
the MND are explained in greater detail below and summarized here. 

Project Description 

CEQA is predicated on a complete and accurate description of the proposed Project. 
Without a complete and accurate project description, the MND likely provides an 
incomplete assessment of Project-related impacts to biological resources. CDFW has 
identified gaps in information and discrepancies related to the project description. 

CDFW is concerned that trenching may pose a hazard to wildlife that may become 
entrapped or drown, depending on the depth of trenching below ground level. The IS/MND 
includes no analysis of the impacts of trenching on wildlife or avoidance, minimization, and 
mitigation measures. CDFW recommends that an analysis of trenching, including trench 
depths, be included in a revised IS/MND.   

In addition, CDFW has identified inaccurate information included on p. 39 and 40 of the 

Section 15125(c) of the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional setting of a 
project is critical to the assessment of environmental impacts and that special emphasis 
should be placed on environmental resources that are rare or unique to the region. 
Burrowing owl is a California Species of Special Concern (CSSC). The CSSC status 
applies to animals that are declining at a rate that could result in listing or that historically 
occurred in low numbers and known threats to their persistence currently exist. CSSCs 
should be considered during the environmental review process. The regional conservation 
status and current threats (e.g., development, rodenticides, and auto strikes) to burrowing 
owl in Southern California should be described accurately in a revised MND. 

Existing Environmental Setting 

Compliance with CEQA is predicated on a complete and accurate description of the 
environmental setting that may be affected by the proposed Project. CDFW is concerned 
that the assessment of the existing environmental setting has not been adequately 
analyzed in the MND. CDFW is concerned that without a complete and accurate 
description of the existing environmental setting, the MND may provide an incomplete 
analysis of Project-related environmental impacts.  

The analysis of environmental conditions is based on the desktop review of the Palm 
Springs, Desert Hot Springs, and Cathedral City quadrangles and surrounding 
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quadrangles. CDFW is concerned that no biological field assessment was conducted for 
the MND. The Project sites have the potential to support wildlife including special-status 
species because of the presence of vegetation and open fields and because the sites are 
adjacent to vacant land or open space. A complete and accurate assessment of the 
environmental setting and Project-related impacts to biological resources is needed to both 
identify appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures and demonstrate 
that these measures reduce Project impacts to less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures 

CDFW is concerned that the mitigation measures proposed in the MND are not adequate 
to avoid or reduce impacts to biological resources to less than significant. To support the 
PSUSD in ensuring that Project impacts to biological resources are reduced to a level that 
is less than significant, CDFW recommends adding mitigation measures for assessment of 
biological resources, artificial nighttime light, burrowing owl, and construction noise, as well 
as revising the mitigation measure for nesting birds.  

I. Environmental Setting and Related Impact Shortcoming

COMMENT #1: Assessment of Biological Resources 

IS/MND document, Pages #35-48 

Issue: 
significant, impacts to biological resources. 

Specific impact: The MND bases its analysis of impacts to biological resources on the 
desktop review of the Palm Springs, Desert Hot Springs, and Cathedral City 
quadrangles and surrounding quadrangles. The MND lacks a recent general field 
assessment of biological resources located within the Project footprint and surrounding 
areas. CDFW is concerned about the potential for special-status species to occur on 
the Project site. No focused or protocol-level surveys were performed for the detection 
of special-status species. CDFW generally considers field assessments for wildlife to 
be valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be considered 
valid for a period of up to three years. Recent surveys during the appropriate times of 
the year are needed to inform appropriate avoidance, minimization, and mitigation 
measures, as well as to determine whether impacts to biological resources have been 
mitigated to a level that is less than significant. 

Evidence impact would be significant: Compliance with CEQA is predicated on a 
complete and accurate description of the environmental setting that may be affected by 
the proposed Project. CDFW is concerned that the assessment of the existing 
environmental setting with respect to biological resources has not been adequately 
analyzed in the MND. CDFW is concerned that without a complete and accurate 
description of the existing environmental setting, the MND likely provides an incomplete 
or inaccurate analysis of Project-related environmental impacts and whether those 
impacts have been mitigated to a level that is less than significant. Section 15125(c) of 
the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional setting of a project is critical 
to the assessment of environmental impacts, that special emphasis should be placed 
on environmental resources that are rare or unique to the region, and that significant 
environmental impacts of the proposed Project are adequately investigated and 
discussed. 

Recommended potentially feasible mitigation measure: To establish the existing 
environmental setting with respect to biological resources, CDFW recommends that a 
revised MND include the results of  recent biological surveys as described in the 
following mitigation measure, as well as any necessary mitigation measures: 

Mitigation Measure BIO-[A]: Assessment of Biological Resources 
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Prior to Project construction activities, a complete and recent inventory of 
rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species located within the 
Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential to be affected, 
including California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and California Fully 
Protected Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511), will be completed. Species 
to be addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA definition 
(CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address seasonal variations 
in use of the Project area and should not be limited to resident species. 
Focused species-specific surveys, completed by a qualified biologist and 
conducted at the appropriate time of year and time of day when the sensitive 
species are active or otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable species-
specific survey procedures should be developed in consultation with CDFW 
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, where necessary. Note that CDFW 
generally considers biological field assessments for wildlife to be valid for a 
one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be considered valid for 
a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed Project may 
warrant periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly if the 
Project is proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if 
surveys are completed during periods of drought. 

Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, section 15097(f), CDFW has prepared a draft mitigation 
monitoring and reporting program (MMRP) for revised MM BIO-1, and CDFW-
recommended MM-BIO [A] through [D] (see Attachment 1). 

II. Mitigation Measure or Alternative and Related Impact Shortcoming

COMMENT #2: California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 

IS/MND document, Section 5.4 

Issue: The MND acknowledges that species listed under CESA have the potential to 
occur in or near the Project site. However, no field assessments were performed for the 
MND, and no mitigation measures have been included in the MND to reduce potential 
impacts to listed species to less than significant or to address take authorization for 
CESA-listed species.   

Specific impact: 
to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill, or to attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or 
kill) of any endangered, threatened, or candidate species that results from a proposed 
project, except as authorized by state law (Fish & G. Code, §§ 2080, 2085). The MND 
acknowledges the potential for CESA-listed species to occur in the Project area but 
does not include any mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts to a level less 
than significant. The Project occurs within the boundary of the Coachella Valley 
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP); however, the PSUSD is not a 
participant in the Plan. Section 11.7 of the CVMSHCP Implementing Agreement states 

not limited to, a school, water, or irrigation district, that operates facilities and/or owns 
lands within the Plan Area may request Take Authorization for its activities pursuant to 

Conservation Commission, the Participating Special Entity would contribute to the Plan 
through payment of a fee based on the type of proposed activity and must comply with 
all the terms and requirements of the Permits, the MSHCP, and its Agreement. 
Alternatively, take authorization may be obtained through an Incidental Take Permit 
(ITP) or consistency determination. 

Evidence impact would be significant: Take of any California Endangered Species 
Act (CESA) listed species is prohibited except as authorized by state law (Fish and G. 
Code, §§ 2080 & 2085). CDFW is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of 
fish and wildlife resources including threatened, endangered, and/or candidate plant 
and animal species, pursuant to CESA. CDFW recommends that the Project applicant 
seek appropriate take authorization which may include an ITP, a consistency 
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determination, or other permitting options (Fish and G. Code, §§ 2080.1, 2081, subds. 
(b), (c)) 

hunt, pursue, catch, capture or kill or attempt to hunt, 
-listed CESA species over the life of the Project.

CESA ITPs are issued to conserve protect, enhance, and restore state-listed CESA 
species and their habitats. More information on ITPs can be found at: 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/CESA/Permitting/Incidental-Take-Permits. 

Within the Inland Deserts Region, CDFW issued Natural Community Conservation Plan 
Approval and Take Authorization for the CVMSHCP per Section 2800 et seq. of the 
California Fish and Game Code on September 9, 2008. The CVMSHCP establishes a 
multiple species conservation program to minimize and mitigate habitat loss and 
provides for the incidental take of covered species in association with activities covered 
under the permit. Compliance with approved habitat plans, such as the CVMSHCP, is 
discussed in CEQA. Specifically, Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines requires 
that the CEQA document discuss any inconsistencies between a proposed Project and 
applicable general plans and regional plans, including habitat conservation plans and 
natural community conservation plans. An assessment of the impacts to the 
CVMSHCP as a result of this Project is necessary to address CEQA requirements. To 
obtain additional information regarding the CVMSHCP please go to: 
http://www.cvmshcp.org/. 

CDFW Recommendation: CDFW recommends that results of the biological surveys 
a 

revised MND and that impacts to CESA-listed species be analyzed in the revised MND. 
If Project construction or any Project-related activity during the life of the proposed 
Project may result in take of CESA-listed species, CDFW recommends that the Project 
proponent seek appropriate take authorization prior to project implementation. This 
may include an incidental take permit (ITP) or a Natural Community Conservation Plan 
(NCCP) (Fish & G. Code, §§  2081 & 2800). 

COMMENT #3: Artificial Nighttime Lighting 

IS/MND document, Pages #35-48 

Issue: The MND lacks adequate analysis of impacts to biological resources from 
artificial nighttime light and includes no mitigation measures to avoid or reduce impacts 
to a level less than significant. 

Specific impact: The IS/MND (p. 38) acknowledges that the introduction of lighting 
would be a potentially significant impact to wildlife such as nesting birds. Although the 
IS/MND (p. 39) indicates -spillage, no 
mitigation measures are proposed to ensure that impacts to biological resources are 
reduced to a level less than significant. In addition, the MND lacks a substantive 
analysis of the impacts of artificial lighting on biological resources. The direct and 
indirect impacts of artificial nighttime lighting on biological resources including migratory 
birds that fly at night, bats, and other nocturnal and crepuscular wildlife should be 
analyzed, and appropriate avoidance and minimization measures should be included in 
a revised MND. 

Evidence impact would be significant: Light intensity, light color, and duration of 
-  have the potential to significantly and adversely affect fish and wildlife 

(Syposz et al. 2021). Artificial lighting alters ecological processes including, but not 
limited to, the temporal niches of species; the repair and recovery of physiological 
function; the measurement of time through interference with the detection of circadian 
and lunar and seasonal cycles; the detection of resources and natural enemies; and 
navigation (Gatson et al. 2013). Many species use photoperiod cues for communication 
(e.g., bird song; Miller 2006), determining when to begin foraging (Stone et al. 2009), 
behavior thermoregulation (Beiswenger 1977), and migration (Longcore and Rich 
2004). Phototaxis, a phenomenon which results in attraction and movement towards 
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light, can disorient, entrap, and temporarily blind wildlife species that experience it 
(Longcore and Rich 2004).  

Recommended potentially feasible mitigation measure: Because of the potential for 
artificial nighttime light to negatively impact wildlife, CDFW recommends a revised 
MND include specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to 
wildlife are reduced to less than significant.  

MM BIO-[B]: Artificial Nighttime Light 

During Project construction and operation, the PSUSD shall eliminate all 
nonessential lighting throughout the Project area and avoid or limit the use of 
artificial light during the hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species 
are most active. The PSUSD shall ensure that lighting for Project activities is 
shielded, cast downward, and does not spill over onto other properties or 
upward into the night sky (see the International Dark-Sky Association 
standards at http://darksky.org/). The PSUSD shall ensure use of LED lighting 
with a correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper disposal 
of hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that contains toxic compounds 
with a qualified recycler. 

COMMENT #4: Burrowing Owl Surveys 

IS/MND document, Pages #35-43, MM BIO-1 

Issue: CDFW is concerned that no surveys were conducted for burrowing owl (Athene 
cunicularia) and that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 is not sufficient to ensure that potential 
impacts to burrowing owls are mitigated to a level less than significant. 

Specific impact: The IS/MND (p. 37, 39, and 42) indicates that sightings of burrowing 
owls have been documented within 0.5 miles from PSHS, 0.25 miles from DHSHS, and 
an open field adjacent to CCHS would provide adequate habitat for the species. 
Additionally, burrowing owls have a high potential to move into disturbed sites prior to 
and during construction activities. Impacts to burrowing owl from the Project could 
include take of burrowing owls, their nests or eggs, or destroying nesting or foraging 
habitat and impacting burrowing owl populations through changes in vegetation via the 
destruction, conversion, or degradation of burrowing owl habitat. 

Evidence impact would be significant: Burrowing owl is a California Species of 
Special Concern. Take of individual burrowing owls and their nests is defined by Fish 
and Game Code section 86, and prohibited by sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513. Fish 
and Game Code section 3513 makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory 
nongame bird except as provided by rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of 
the Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 
U.S.C. § 703 et seq.). Burrowing owl is also a Covered Species under the CVMSHCP. 

Recommended potentially feasible mitigation measure: Although the MND includes 
MM BIO-1, CDFW considers the measure to be insufficient in scope and timing to 
reduce impacts to burrowing owls to a level less than significant and recommends 
inclusion of separate mitigation measure for burrowing owl. CDFW recommends that 
prior to commencing Project activities for all phases of Project construction, surveys for 
burrowing owl be conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with the Staff Report 
on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (CDFG 2012 or most recent version), which includes the 
following steps: (1) habitat assessment, (2) surveys, and (3) an impact assessment. 
The three progressive steps are effective in evaluating whether a project will result in 
impacts to burrowing owls. CDFW also recommends preconstruction surveys for 
burrowing owl prior to Project activities. CDFW recommends a revised MND include the 
following mitigation measure: 

MM BIO-[C]: Burrowing Owl Surveys 
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No less than 60 days prior to the start of Project-related activities, a 
burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be conducted by a qualified biologist 
according to the specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 
Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or most recent 
version).  

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing owl habitat, then 
focused burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted in accordance with 
the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). If 
burrowing owls are detected during the focused surveys, the qualified 
biologist and Project proponent shall prepare a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall 
be submitted to CDFW for review and approval prior to commencing Project 
activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance, 
monitoring, relocation, minimization, and/or mitigation actions. The 
Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and location of occupied 
burrow sites, acres of burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of 
site monitoring, and details on proposed buffers and other avoidance 
measures if avoidance is proposed. If impacts to occupied burrowing owl 
habitat or burrow cannot be avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also 
describe minimization and compensatory mitigation actions that will be 
implemented. Proposed implementation of burrow exclusion and closure 
should only be considered as a last resort, after all other options have been 
evaluated as exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, minimization, or 
mitigation method and has the possibility to result in take. The Burrowing Owl 
Plan shall identify compensatory mitigation for the temporary or permanent 

tion of the 2012 Staff Report and shall implement CDFW-
approved mitigation prior to initiation of Project activities. If impacts to 
occupied burrows cannot be avoided, information shall be provided regarding 
adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable habitat is 
available nearby, details regarding the creation and funding of artificial 
burrows (numbers, location, and type of burrows) and management activities 
for relocated owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The 
Project proponent shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW 
review and approval. 

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted no less than 14 
days prior to the start of Project-related activities and within 24 hours prior to 
ground disturbance, in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 
Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). Preconstruction surveys should be 
performed by a qualified biologist following the recommendations and 
guidelines provided in the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the 
preconstruction surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl habitat, Project 
activities shall be immediately halted. The qualified biologist shall coordinate 
with CDFW and USFWS to conduct an impact assessment to develop 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to be approved by CDFW 
prior to commencing Project activities. If ground disturbance is proposed 
between February 1st and August 31st, a qualified biologist shall conduct a nesting 
bird survey within 7 to 10 days of initiation of grading on site, focusing on covered 
species. If active nests are reported, species-specific measures shall then be 
prepared. At a minimum, grading in the vicinity of a nest shall be postponed until the 
young birds have fledged. For construction between September 1st and January 
31st, no pre-removal nesting bird survey is required. Additionally, pre-construction 
surveys for burrowing owls should be undertaken between 14 and 30 days prior to 
any kind of ground disturbance related to modifications to facilities and properties. If 
breeding activities and/or an active bird nest is located, the breeding habitat/nest 
site shall be fenced and/or flagged a minimum of 200 feet, and 500 feet for raptors 
and burrowing owls around the nest until such time as nestlings have fledged as 
buffer from the active constriction areas. This area shall not be disturbed by 
construction crews until the nest becomes inactive, the young have fledged, the 
young are no longer being fed by the parents, the young have left the area, and the 
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young will no longer be impacted by the Project between September 1 and January 
31 shall be exempt from this requirement. 

COMMENT #5: Nesting Birds 

IS/MND document, Pages #35-43, MM BIO-1 

Issue: CDFW is concerned that no field assessments were conducted for nesting birds 
and that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 is not sufficient to ensure that potential impacts to 
nesting birds are mitigated to a level less than significant. 

Specific impact: The IS/MND (p. 35-43) indicates that nesting birds are likely to occur 
in and near the Project sites and that Project impacts would be potentially significant to 
nesting birds. CDFW is concerned about impacts to nesting birds from ground-
disturbing activities, vegetation removal, construction noise, and artificial light. Project 
implementation could result in disturbance to nesting birds, nest abandonment or 
failure, and the loss of nesting habitat. 

Evidence impact would be significant: 
comply with all applicable laws related to nesting birds and birds of prey. Fish and 
Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford protective measures as follows: 
Fish and Game Code section 3503 states that it is unlawful to take, possess, or 
needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by Fish 
and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code 
section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or destroy any birds in the orders 
Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or 
eggs of any such bird except as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or any 
regulation adopted pursuant thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3513 makes it 
unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird except as provided by rules 
and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the Interior under provisions of the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 703 et seq.). 

Recommended potentially feasible mitigation measure: CDFW recommends the 
revised MND include specific avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that 
impacts to nesting birds do not occur. Project-specific avoidance and minimization 
measures may include, but are not limited to, Project phasing and timing, monitoring of 
Project-related noise (where applicable), sound walls, and buffers, where appropriate. 
CDFW recommends that disturbance of occupied nests of migratory birds and raptors 
within the Project site be avoided any time birds are nesting on-site. Preconstruction 
nesting bird surveys shall be performed within 3 days prior to Project activities to 
determine the presence and location of nesting birds. Although the MND includes 
Mitigation Measure BIO-1 for nesting birds, CDFW considers the measure to be 
insufficient in scope and timing to reduce impacts to a level less than significant. CDFW 
recommends Mitigation Measure BIO-1 be revised as follows, with additions in bold 
and removals in strikethrough: 

MM BIO-1: Pre-Construction Surveys for Migratory BirdsAvoidance of Nesting Birds 

Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall be performed by a 
qualified avian biologist no more than 3 days prior to vegetation removal or 
ground-disturbing activities. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both 
direct and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest locations and nesting 
behavior. The qualified avian biologist will make every effort to avoid potential 
nest predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts. If active nests are 
found during the pre-construction nesting bird surveys, a qualified biologist 
shall establish an appropriate nest buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest 
buffers are species specific and shall be at least 300 feet for passerines and 
500 feet for raptors. A smaller or larger buffer may be determined by the 
qualified biologist familiar with the nesting phenology of the nesting species 
and based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Established buffers shall 
remain on-site until a qualified biologist determines the young have fledged 
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or the nest is no longer active. Active nests and adequacy of the established 
buffer distance shall be monitored daily by the qualified biologist until the 
qualified biologist has determined the young have fledged or the Project has 
been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority to stop work if 
nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance. If ground disturbance is proposed 
between February 1st and August 31st, a qualified biologist shall conduct a nesting 
bird survey within 7 to 10 days of initiation of grading on site, focusing on covered 
species. If active nests are reported, species-specific measures shall then be 
prepared. At a minimum, grading in the vicinity of a nest shall be postponed until the 
young birds have fledged. For construction between September 1st and January 
31st, no pre-removal nesting bird survey is required. Additionally, pre-construction 
surveys for burrowing owls should be undertaken between 14 and 30 days prior to 
any kind of ground disturbance related to modifications to facilities and properties. If 
breeding activities and/or an active bird nest is located, the breeding habitat/nest 
site shall be fenced and/or flagged a minimum of 200 feet, and 500 feet for raptors 
and burrowing owls around the nest until such time as nestlings have fledged as 
buffer from the active constriction areas. This area shall not be disturbed by 
construction crews until the nest becomes inactive, the young have fledged, the 
young are no longer being fed by the parents, the young have left the area, and the 
young will no longer be impacted by the Project between September 1 and January 
31 shall be exempt from this requirement. 

COMMENT #6: Construction Noise 

IS/MND document, Pages #109-118 

Issue: The MND does not include sufficient mitigation measures to avoid or reduce 
impacts to biological resources to a level less than significant. 

Specific impact: The MND (p. 116 and 117) states construction activities over an 
approximate continuous 18-month period would constitute a temporary noise impact 
with levels reaching up to 88.9 dBA. These levels exceed exposure levels that may 
adversely affect wildlife species at 55 to 60 dBA. The MND (p. 38 to 42) states that bird 
species would be acclimated to this noise because of the use of a tractor-mounted 
mower on high school sites; however, no data are provided to substantiate this claim. 
Impacts to other wildlife from Project-related construction noise are not analyzed in the 
MND. Furthermore, the mitigation measures in Section 5.13 of the MND are not 
sufficient to reduce impacts to wildlife to a level less than significant. 

Evidence impact would be significant: Construction may result in substantial noise 
through road use, equipment, and other Project-related activities. This may adversely 
affect wildlife species in several ways as wildlife responses to noise can occur at 
exposure levels of only 55 to 60 dB (Barber et al. 2009). Anthropogenic noise can 
disrupt the communication of many wildlife species including frogs, birds, and bats (Sun 
and Narins 2005, Patricelli and Blickley 2006, Gillam and McCracken 2007, 
Slabbekoorn and Ripmeester 2008). Noise can also affect predator-prey relationships 
as many nocturnal animals such as bats and owls primarily use auditory cures (i.e., 
hearing) to hunt. Additionally, many prey species increase their vigilance behavior 
when exposed to noise because they need to rely more on visual detection of predators 
when auditory cues may be masked by noise (Rabin et al. 2006, Quinn et al. 2017). 
Noise has also been shown to reduce the density of nesting birds (Francis et al. 2009) 
and cause increased stress that results in decreased immune responses (Kight and 
Swaddle 2011). 

Recommended potentially feasible mitigation measure: Because of the potential for 
construction noise to negatively impact wildlife, CDFW recommends a revised MND 
include an analysis of impacts to biological resources and specific avoidance and 
minimization measures to ensure that impacts to wildlife are reduced to less than 
significant. Although the MND includes MM N-1 through 9, CDFW considers the 
measures to be insufficient in scope and timing to reduce impacts to a level less than 
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significant for biological resources. CDFW recommends adding the following mitigation 
measure to a revised MND: 

MM BIO-[D]: Construction Noise 

During all Project construction, the PSUSD shall restrict use of equipment to 
hours least likely to disrupt wildlife (e.g., not at night or in early morning) and 
restrict use of generators except for temporary use in emergencies. Power to 
sites can be provided by solar PV (photovoltaic) systems, cogeneration 
systems (natural gas generator), small micro-hydroelectric systems, or small 
wind turbine systems. The PSUSD shall ensure use of noise suppression 
devices such as mufflers or enclosure for generators. Sounds generated from 
any means must be below the 55-60 dB range within 50-feet from the source. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative 
declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or 
supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).) 
Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural communities detected 
during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB 
field survey form can be filled out and submitted online at the following link: 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of information reported to 
CNDDB can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-
and-Animals. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES 

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of 
environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the 
Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of 
environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is 
required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final. (Cal. 
Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.) 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the PSUSD in 
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW concludes that 
the M
significant impacts on biological resources. The CEQA Guidelines indicate that 
recirculation is required when insufficient information in the MND precludes a meaningful 
review (§ 15088.5) or when a new significant effect is identified and additional mitigation 
measures are necessary (§ 15073.5). CDFW recommends that a revised MND with a 
recent and complete assessment of impacts to biological resources, as well as mitigation 
to avoid and reduce those impacts to less than significant, be recirculated for public 
comment. If the revised MND cannot demonstrate that impacts to biological resources are 
mitigated to a level that is less than significant, CDFW recommends that an Environmental 
Impact Report be prepared by the PSUSD for the Project.   

CDFW personnel are available for consultation regarding biological resources and 
strategies to minimize impacts. Questions regarding this letter or further coordination 
should be directed to Alyssa Hockaday, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist) at 
(760) 920-8252 or Alyssa.Hockaday@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely, 

Kim Freeburn 
Environmental Program Manager 
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Attachment 1: MMRP for CDFW-Proposed Mitigation Measures 

ec: Heather Brashear, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisor), CDFW 
Heather.Brashear@wildlife.ca.gov 

Rollie White, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Rollie_white@fws.gov  

Vincent James, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Vincent_james@fws.gov   

Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento 
State.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov  
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ATTACHMENT 1: MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM (MMRP) 

Biological Resources (BIO) 

Mitigation Measure (MM) Description 
Implementation 

Schedule 
Responsible 

Parties 
MM BIO-[A]: Assessment of Biological Resources 

Prior to Project construction activities, a complete and 
recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and 
other sensitive species located within the Project footprint 
and within offsite areas with the potential to be affected, 
including California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) 
and California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game 
Code § 3511), will be completed. Species to be addressed 
should include all those which meet the CEQA definition 
(CEQA Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should 

Prior to Project 
construction 
activities 

PSUSD 
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address seasonal variations in use of the Project area and 
should not be limited to resident species. Focused 
species-specific surveys, completed by a qualified 
biologist and conducted at the appropriate time of year 
and time of day when the sensitive species are active or 
otherwise identifiable are required. Acceptable species-
specific survey procedures should be developed in 
consultation with CDFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, where necessary. Note that CDFW generally 
considers biological field assessments for wildlife to be 
valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare 
plants may be considered valid for a period of up to three 
years. Some aspects of the proposed Project may warrant 
periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, 
particularly if the Project is proposed to occur over a 
protracted time frame, or in phases, or if surveys are 
completed during periods of drought. 

MM BIO-[B]: Artificial Nighttime Light 
During Project construction and operation, the PSUSD 
shall eliminate all nonessential lighting throughout the 
Project area and avoid or limit the use of artificial light 
during the hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife 
species are most active. The PSUSD shall ensure that 
lighting for Project activities is shielded, cast downward, 
and does not spill over onto other properties or upward 
into the night sky (see the International Dark-Sky 
Association standards at http://darksky.org/). The PSUSD 
shall ensure use of LED lighting with a correlated color 
temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, proper disposal of 
hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that contains 
toxic compounds with a qualified recycler. 

During Project 
construction 
activities and 
operation. 

PSUSD 

MM BIO-[C]: Burrowing Owl Surveys 
No less than 60 days prior to the start of Project-related 
activities, a burrowing owl habitat assessment shall be 
conducted by a qualified biologist according to the 
specifications of the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 
Mitigation (Department of Fish and Game, March 2012 or 
most recent version).  

If the habitat assessment demonstrates suitable burrowing 
owl habitat, then  focused burrowing owl surveys shall be 
conducted in accordance with the Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). If 
burrowing owls are detected during the focused surveys, 
the qualified biologist and Project proponent shall prepare 
a Burrowing Owl Plan that shall be submitted to CDFW for 
review and approval prior to commencing Project 
activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed 
avoidance, monitoring, relocation, minimization, and/or 
mitigation actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include 
the number and location of occupied burrow sites, acres of 
burrowing owl habitat that will be impacted, details of site 
monitoring, and details on proposed buffers and other 
avoidance measures if avoidance is proposed. If impacts 
to occupied burrowing owl habitat or burrow cannot be 
avoided, the Burrowing Owl Plan shall also describe 
minimization and compensatory mitigation actions that will 
be implemented. Proposed implementation of burrow 
exclusion and closure should only be considered as a last 
resort, after all other options have been evaluated as 
exclusion is not in itself an avoidance, minimization, or 
mitigation method and has the possibility to result in take. 
The Burrowing Owl Plan shall identify compensatory 
mitigation for the temporary or permanent loss of occupied 

Habitat 
assessment and 
focused 
surveys: No less 
than 60 days prior 
to the start of 
Project-related 
activities.  

Pre-construction 
surveys: No less 
than 14 days prior 
to start of Project-
related activities 
and within 24 
hours prior to 
ground 
disturbance. 
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Report and shall 
implement CDFW-approved mitigation prior to initiation of 
Project activities. If impacts to occupied burrows cannot be 
avoided, information shall be provided regarding adjacent 
or nearby suitable habitat available to owls. If no suitable 
habitat is available nearby, details regarding the creation 
and funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, and 
type of burrows) and management activities for relocated 
owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The 
Project proponent shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan 
following CDFW review and approval. 

Preconstruction burrowing owl surveys shall be conducted 
no less than 14 days prior to the start of Project-related 
activities and within 24 hours prior to ground disturbance, 
in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl 
Mitigation (2012 or most recent version). Preconstruction 
surveys should be performed by a qualified biologist 
following the recommendations and guidelines provided in 
the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation. If the 
preconstruction surveys confirm occupied burrowing owl 
habitat, Project activities shall be immediately halted. The 
qualified biologist shall coordinate with CDFW and 
USFWS to conduct an impact assessment to develop 
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures to be 
approved by CDFW prior to commencing Project activities. 

MM BIO-1: Avoidance of Nesting Birds 
Regardless of the time of year, nesting bird surveys shall 
be performed by a qualified avian biologist no more than 3 
days prior to vegetation removal or ground-disturbing 
activities. Pre-construction surveys shall focus on both 
direct and indirect evidence of nesting, including nest 
locations and nesting behavior. The qualified avian 
biologist will make every effort to avoid potential nest 
predation as a result of survey and monitoring efforts. If 
active nests are found during the pre-construction nesting 
bird surveys, a qualified biologist shall establish an 
appropriate nest buffer to be marked on the ground. Nest 
buffers are species specific and shall be at least 300 feet 
for passerines and 500 feet for raptors. A smaller or larger 
buffer may be determined by the qualified biologist familiar 
with the nesting phenology of the nesting species and 
based on nest and buffer monitoring results. Established 
buffers shall remain on-site until a qualified biologist 
determines the young have fledged or the nest is no 
longer active. Active nests and adequacy of the 
established buffer distance shall be monitored daily by the 
qualified biologist until the qualified biologist has 
determined the young have fledged or the Project has 
been completed. The qualified biologist has the authority 
to stop work if nesting pairs exhibit signs of disturbance. 

No more than 
three (3) days 
prior to vegetation 
clearing or 
ground-disturbing 
activities. 

PSUSD 

MM BIO-[D]: Construction Noise 
During all Project construction, the PSUSD shall restrict 
use of equipment to hours least likely to disrupt wildlife 
(e.g., not at night or in early morning) and restrict use of 
generators except for temporary use in emergencies. 
Power to sites can be provided by solar PV (photovoltaic) 
systems, cogeneration systems (natural gas generator), 
small micro-hydroelectric systems, or small wind turbine 
systems. The PSUSD shall ensure use of noise 
suppression devices such as mufflers or enclosure for 
generators. Sounds generated from any means must be 
below the 55-60 dB range within 50-feet from the source. 

During Project 
activities. 
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COMMENT LETTER 2: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND 
WILDLIFE, INLAND DESERTS REGION dated June 
12, 2023 

Comment 2-1 

The comment states that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Inland Deserts Region 

is a Trustee Agency pursuant to Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; 

CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd. (a).; and is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under 

CEQA. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) CDFW expects that it may need to 

exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. 

Response 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-2 

The comment states that in the opinion of CDFW, the MND has not adequately identified and disclosed 

the Project’s impacts (i.e., direct, indirect, and cumulative) to biological resources and whether those 

impacts are less than significant. Moreover, CDFW is concerned that an MND may not be appropriate for 

the Project because of the potentially significant impact to biological resources from artificial nighttime 

lighting. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND, Section 5.4, includes a discussion of potential impacts to biological resources that may 

result from the proposed Project at each of the three existing high school campuses (Palm Springs High 

School, Desert Hot Springs High School, and Cathedral City High School). The evaluation of impacts 

addresses the specific thresholds as noted on the Environmental Checklist, Appendix G, of the State CEQA 

Guidelines. 

As noted in the Project Description, Section 2.0 pf the IS/MND, the District is proposing athletic field 

lighting improvements on the campuses of Palm Springs High School (PSHS), Desert Hot Springs High 

School (DHSHS), and Cathedral City High School (CCHS). All campuses are within the PSUSD service area 

within Riverside County, California. Figure 2.0-1: Lighting Structure System of the Draft IS/MND 

illustrates the proposed lighting fixtures that would be installed at each of the schools. The proposed 

Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for several sports 

teams including the following: football (boys), soccer (boys and girls), track and field (boys and girls), 

tennis (boys and girls), and softball (girls). 

The analysis of impacts is commensurate with the level of activity at each site. Further, the proposed 

Project is locating the lights on existing campuses that are not open space or vacant land, but turf play 

fields and sports areas. 
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The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-3 

The comment states that CEQA is predicated on a complete and accurate description of the proposed 

Project. Without a complete and accurate project description, the MND likely provides an incomplete 

assessment of Project-related impacts to biological resources. CDFW has identified gaps in information 

and discrepancies related to the project description. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND includes a Project Description that meets the requirements of Section 15124 of the 

State CEQA Guidelines. As stated therein, the description of the project shall contain the following 

information but should not supply extensive detail beyond that needed for evaluation and review of the 

environmental impact. 

(a) The precise location and boundaries of the proposed project shall be shown on a detailed map, 
preferably topographic. The location of the project shall also appear on a regional map. 

(b) A statement of the objectives sought by the proposed project. 
(c) A general description of the project’s technical, economic, and environmental characteristics, 

considering the principal engineering proposals if any and supporting public service facilities. 
(d) A statement briefly describing the intended uses of the EIR. 

The Draft IS/MND Project Description, Section 2.0 of the IS/MND, the District is proposing athletic field 

lighting improvements on the campuses of Palm Springs High School (PSHS), Desert Hot Springs High 

School (DHSHS), and Cathedral City High School (CCHS). All campuses are within the PSUSD service area 

within Riverside County, California. Figure 2.0-1: Lighting Structure System of the Draft IS/MND 

illustrates the proposed lighting fixtures that would be installed at each of the schools. The proposed 

Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for several sports 

teams including the following: football (boys), soccer (boys and girls), track and field (boys and girls), 

tennis (boys and girls), and softball (girls). 

The specific design of the lighting is provided for each campus with diagrams showing the number, 

locations and height of all proposed light poles. 

The proposed Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for 

several sports teams including football, track, and soccer teams as well as marching band and other 

school programs. The timing of all other school-affiliated sporting activities that do not utilize the 

stadium for practices or games would remain the same. 

The proposed Project includes trenching to install wiring between the poles and electrical control panels 

and installation of the light fixtures. Construction staging would occur on each sports field over the 

course of approximately 6 to 9 months. The staging area would change for each field and would place 

the area away from active school areas. A variety of construction equipment would be used including but 

not limited to tractors, loaders, backhoes, trenchers, cement and mortar mixers, cranes, and excavators. 
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Construction activities would occur during normal weekday working hours, between 7:00 AM and 5:30 

PM; Saturday construction hours would be limited to between 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM, and no construction 

would occur on Sundays. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-4 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that trenching may pose a hazard to wildlife that may 

become entrapped or drown, depending on the depth of trenching below ground level. The IS/MND 

includes no analysis of the impacts of trenching on wildlife or avoidance, minimization, and mitigation 

measures. 

Response 

Trenching will occur, if needed, on each campus. Trenches will be shallow (4 to 6 feet deep) and 

sufficient to place electrical conduit. Trenches will be closed immediately after conduit is placed and 

not left open overnight. As the work will occur on active school campuses, the potential for wildlife to 

occur or enter the trenches will be minimal; additionally, prior to backfilling, trenches would be 

inspected. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-5 

The comment states that CDFW has identified inaccurate information of the MND, which states that 

“Burrowing Owls are a species of low conservational concern.” Burrowing owl is a California Species of 

Special Concern (CSSC). The CSSC status applies to animals that are declining at a rate that could result 

in listing or that historically occurred in low numbers and known threats to their persistence currently 

exist. 

Response 

Each of the Project sites were reviewed against the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB), which 

contains an aggregate of the most recent, updated listing of plant and animal species in California. A 

CNDDB records-search was conducted for the following quadrangles and the eight quadrangles 

surrounding it (nine total): Desert Hot Springs, Palm Springs, and Cathedral City (see Appendix C: 

Biological Resources Data of the Draft IS/MND for the full list of search results).  In addition, the eBird 

database is a congregate of public observations and real-time data of bird distribution and abundance, 

and one of the world’s largest biodiversity-related science projects. An eBird search was conducted for 

a half-mile radius around PSHS, DHSHS, and CCHS, which identified sightings of two bird species. 

Burrowing owl observations were specifically noted for each of the sites; PSHS - Burrowing owls have 

been sighted within a mile; DHSHS - The Project Site does not contain the habitat necessary to support 

all activities of the Burrowing Owl; CCHS - no recorded bird sightings within half a mile of CCHS. 
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As noted in the Draft IS/MND, there is a potential for some of these species to occur onsite, but 

considering the timidness of the species and the human activity levels that would occur on the athletic 

fields, the potential is low. 

The Draft IS/MND notes that impacts would be potentially significant to nesting birds. As such, a 

mitigation (MM BIO-1) was added to address nesting birds, including burrowing owls.  

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-6 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that the assessment of the existing environmental setting 

has not been adequately analyzed in the MND. CDFW is concerned that without a complete and accurate 

description of the existing environmental setting, the MND may provide an incomplete analysis of Project-

related environmental impacts. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND describes the existing setting for each of the three campuses in Section 3.0, 

Environmental Setting. As noted in the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15125, the environmental setting 

should include a description of the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of the project. This 

environmental setting will normally constitute the baseline physical conditions by which a lead agency 

determines whether an impact is significant. The description of the environmental setting shall be no 

longer than is necessary to provide an understanding of the significant effects of the proposed Project. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-7 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that no biological field assessment was conducted for the 

MND. The Project sites have the potential to support wildlife including special-status species because of 

the presence of vegetation and open fields and because the sites are adjacent to vacant land or open 

space. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MNMD includes a discussion of special status species for each of the campuses in Section 

5.4.a. Special-status species include those listed as endangered or threatened under the federal 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) or California Endangered Species Act (CESA), species otherwise given 

certain designations by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and plant species listed 

as rare by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS). 

The Project Sites are located in the cities of Palm Springs, Desert Hot Springs, and Cathedral City, which 

are all within the Coachella Valley, and part of the lower Colorado and Sonoran Deserts. This local 

includes high temperatures, dry climate, and extreme topographic variations such as low desert floor 
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and mountain ranges which contribute to the diverse ecological environment and natural communities 

found here. All project related activities would occur within each school site, which consist of existing 

and developed school campuses. No open or vacant land would be disturbed. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-8 

The comment states that the MND does not adequately identify the Project’s significant, or potentially 

significant, impacts to biological resources. 

Response 

The analysis of impacts is commensurate with the level of activity at each site. Further, the proposed 

Project is locating the lights on existing campuses that are not open space or vacant land, but existing 

turf play fields and sports areas. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-9 

The comment states that the MND bases its analysis of impacts to biological resources on the desktop 

review of the Palm Springs, Desert Hot Springs, and Cathedral City quadrangles and surrounding 

quadrangles. The MND lacks a recent general field assessment of biological resources located within the 

Project footprint and surrounding areas. CDFW is concerned about the potential for special-status species 

to occur on the Project site. No focused or protocol-level surveys were performed for the detection of 

special-status species. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MNMD includes a discussion of special status species for each of the campuses in Section 5.4 

(a). 

Each of the three campuses were evaluated along with the immediately adjacent areas for the potential 

for impacts to wildlife. The 9-quadrangle search centered around Palm Springs High School yielded a 

total of 223 identified animal and plant species; around Desert Hot Springs High School yielded a total of 

212 identified animal and plant species; and around Cathedral City yielded a total of 162 identified 

animal and plant species. All project related activities would occur within each school site, which consist 

of existing and developed school campuses. No open or vacant land would be disturbed.  

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 
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Comment 2-10 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that the assessment of the existing environmental setting 

with respect to biological resources has not been adequately analyzed in the MND. CDFW is concerned 

that without a complete and accurate description of the existing environmental setting, the MND likely 

provides an incomplete or inaccurate analysis of Project-related environmental impacts and whether 

those impacts have been mitigated to a level that is less than significant. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND describes the existing setting for each of the three campuses in Section 3.0, 

Environmental Setting. As noted in the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15125, the environmental setting 

should include a description of the physical environmental conditions in the vicinity of the project. This 

environmental setting will normally constitute the baseline physical conditions by which a lead agency 

determines whether an impact is significant. The description of the environmental setting shall be no 

longer than is necessary to provide an understanding of the significant effects of the proposed Project. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-11 

The comment states that a mitigation measure be included that Prior to Project construction activities, 

a complete and recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species located 

within the Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential to be affected, including 

California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game Code 

§ 3511), will be completed. Species to be addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA 

definition (CEQA Guidelines § 15380).   

Response 

As noted, the proposed Project sites are located on existing high school campuses and do not include 

vacant land or open space. The areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed 

Project would not remove any native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project 

would therefore not have direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. The mowed 

lawn area of the existing athletic fields do not provide habitat for sensitive or special status wildlife 

species, and thus no direct impacts are anticipated from the proposed Project upon wildlife. 

PSHS is located within an existing residential community with commercial-use properties. The proposed 

Project would be developed within the perimeter of the existing PSHS athletic fields and stadium. The 

campus includes maintained landscaping, concrete and asphalt areas, surface parking, and an eastern 

adjacent field that is regularly landscaped and manicured. It is unlikely for special-status plant species 

to occur on-site, and all construction would be conducted on Project Site. Additionally, the majority of 

construction would be concentrated on the west and east sides of the campus, which are adjacent to a 

developed surface parking lot and pool. 
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DHSHS is located within an existing residential community with pockets of vacant land further away. The 

proposed Project would be developed within the perimeter of the existing DHSHS athletic fields. The 

campus, which includes maintained landscaping, concrete and asphalt areas, surface parking, and an 

adjacent athletic field that are regularly landscaped and manicured. It is unlikely for special-status plant 

species to occur on-site, and all construction would be conducted on Project Site. Additionally, the 

majority of construction would be concentrated on the southern and eastern sides of the campus which 

are adjacent to a developed residential community and major roadway. 

CCHS is located within an existing residential community with pockets of vacant land further away. The 

proposed Project would be developed within the perimeter of the existing CCHS athletic fields. The 

campus includes maintained landscaping, concrete and asphalt areas, surface parking, and a western 

adjacent field that is regularly landscaped and manicured. It is unlikely for special-status plant species 

to occur on-site, and all construction would be conducted on Project Site. West of the CCHS campus lies 

a small open field which could potentially include habitat for listed bird species, but it is situated 

between the main high school campus and its athletic fields. Additionally, the majority of construction 

would be on the western side of the campus which is adjacent to a developed surface parking lot and 

existing athletic facilities. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-12 

The comment states that no field assessments were performed for the MND, and no mitigation measures 

have been included in the MND to reduce potential impacts to listed species to less than significant or to 

address take authorization for CESA-listed species. 

Response 

As previously noted, all three campuses are fully developed and have no open space or vacant land. The 

areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed Project would not remove any 

native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project would therefore not have 

direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. The mowed lawn area of the existing 

athletic fields do not provide habitat for sensitive or special status wildlife species, and thus no direct 

impacts are anticipated from the proposed Project upon wildlife. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-13 

The comment states that the Project occurs within the boundary of the Coachella Valley Multiple Species 

Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP); however, the PSUSD is not a participant in the Plan. Section 11.7 

of the CVMSHCP Implementing Agreement states “any public service provider, such as a utility company 

or a public district, including, but not limited to, a school, water, or irrigation district, which operates 
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facilities and/or owns lands within the Plan Area may request Take Authorization for its activities 

pursuant to the Permits as a Participating Special Entity.” 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND notes (see Section 5.4 (f)) is located in an area that is covered by the Coachella Valley 

Multiple Species Conservation Plan and Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan 

(CVMSHCP). In addition to the CVMSHCP, the Agua Caliente band of Cahuilla Indians maintain and 

implement the Tribal Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The District is not a participant in either the 

Coachella Valley MSHCP or Tribal HCP programs. 

However, while not a participant, the District is responsible for addressing potential impacts to biological 

resources and has evaluated potential impacts at each of the three campuses for the proposed Project 

in Section 5.4 of the Draft IS/MND. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-14 

The comment states that “Take” of any California Endangered Species Act (CESA) listed species is 

prohibited except as authorized by state law (Fish and G. Code, §§ 2080 & 2085). CDFW is responsible for 

ensuring appropriate conservation of fish and wildlife resources including threatened, endangered, 

and/or candidate plant and animal species, pursuant to CESA. 

Response 

As noted, the proposed Project are located on existing high school campuses and do not include vacant 

land or open space. The areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed Project 

would not remove any native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project would 

therefore not have direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. As such, there is no 

potential for “Take”. If for some unforeseen probability a listed species is encountered during project 

implementation, the District would contact CDFW, and any other appropriate agencies, and initiate 

consultation as may be required.  

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-15 

The comment states that Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the CEQA document 

discuss any inconsistencies between a proposed Project and applicable general plans and regional plans, 

including habitat conservation plans and natural community conservation plans. An assessment of the 

impacts to the CVMSHCP as a result of this Project is necessary to address CEQA requirements. 
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Response 

The Draft IS/MND notes (see Section 5.4 (f)) is located in ana rea that is covered by the Coachella Valley 

Multiple Species Conservation Plan and Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan 

(CVMSHCP). In addition to the CVMSHCP, the Agua Caliente band of Cahuilla Indians maintain and 

implement the Tribal Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). The District is not a participant in either the 

Coachella Valley MSHCP or Tribal HCP programs. 

However, while  not a participant, the District is responsible to address potential impacts to biological 

resources and has evaluated potential impacts at each of the three campuses for the proposed Project 

in Section 5.4 of the Draft IS/MND. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-16 

The comment states that CDFW recommends that results of the biological surveys recommended in the 

“Assessment of Biological Resources” section be included and that impacts to CESA-listed species be 

analyzed. If Project construction or any Project-related activity during the life of the proposed Project 

may result in take of CESA-listed species, CDFW recommends that the Project proponent seek appropriate 

take authorization prior to project implementation. 

Response 

As previously noted, all three campuses are fully developed and have no open space or vacant land. The 

areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed Project would not remove any 

native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project would therefore not have 

direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. The mowed lawn area of the existing 

athletic fields do not provide habitat for sensitive or special status wildlife species, and thus no direct 

impacts are anticipated from the proposed Project upon wildlife. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-17 

The comment states that the IS/MND acknowledges that the introduction of lighting would have a 

potentially significant impact to wildlife such as nesting birds. Although the IS/MND indicates that lighting 

“hoods” will be utilized to reduce light-spillage, no mitigation measures are proposed to ensure that 

impacts to biological resources are reduced to a level less than significant. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND notes that each pole would have a number of luminaires (light fixtures) with solid 

“hoods” referred to as Total Light Control (TLC) that focus the light onto the precise athletic fields. 

These hoods would help prevent spill-over onto neighboring streets and communities. Even with this 
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addition, the luminaires would still be visible at night. (see Figure 2.0-1: Lighting Structure System in 

the Draft IS/MND) to reduce light-spillage and to direct the LED lights towards the fields. This would 

reduce impacts and stress on wildlife and birds adjacent to the athletic fields, as the light glare would 

not exceed past school grounds. The new lighting poles would result in a total of 206 luminaires with an 

average kilowatt of 28.0 (55.9 maximum).  

Evening athletic games and evening athletic practices would be limited to only school-sanctioned sports 

teams at each of the schools. Use of lighting during and following athletic practices would end by 8:00 

P.M. Most athletic games would end by 7:00 P.M., but no later than 9:30 P.M., with lighting potentially 

remaining on after to facilitate safe crowd exiting and for clean-up and other similar activities after 

game completion. 

As noted in the Draft IS/MND, the lighting fixtures would be dressed with “hoods to reduce light-spillage 

and to direct the LED lights towards the fields. This would reduce impacts and stress on wildlife and birds 

adjacent to the athletic fields, as the light glare would not exceed past school grounds. However, impacts 

would be potentially significant to nesting birds. 

The proposed Project involves installing lights at the athletic fields at the three high schools. With the 

implementation of MM BIO-1, the potentially significant impacts to nesting birds would be reduced. The 

effects would be less than significant to other plant and wildlife species, as the Project sites are disturbed 

and not ideal habitats, and the likelihood of encountering a special status species is low. The hoods on 

the lighting fixtures would reduce light-spillage and direct the light towards the athletic fields and reduce 

stress on wildlife, including birds, which preside adjacent to the high schools. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-18 

The comment states that light intensity, light color, and duration of ‘light-on’ periods have the potential 

to significantly and adversely affect fish and wildlife. Because of the potential for artificial nighttime 

light to negatively impact wildlife, CDFW recommends specific avoidance and minimization measures be 

included to ensure that impacts to wildlife are reduced to less than significant. 

Response 

See response to Comment 2-17. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-19 

The comment states that mitigation be include that during Project construction and operation, the PSUSD 

shall eliminate all nonessential lighting throughout the Project area and avoid or limit the use of artificial 

light during the hours of dawn and dusk when many wildlife species are most active, lighting for Project 
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activities is shielded, cast downward, and does not spill over onto other properties or upward into the 

night sky, and ensure use of LED lighting with a correlated color temperature of 3,000 Kelvins or less, 

proper disposal of hazardous waste, and recycling of lighting that contains toxic compounds with a 

qualified recycler. 

Response 

The proposed Project is intended to expand the timing and use of the existing stadium facilities for 

several sports teams including football, track, and soccer teams as well as marching band and other 

school programs. By allowing evening-hour use, the high schools would provide enhanced opportunities 

for students to participate in school-sponsored sports while accommodating the state-mandated late 

start law beginning in 2022. The timing of all other school-affiliated sporting activities that do not utilize 

the stadium for practices or games would remain the same. 

Evening athletic games and evening athletic practices would be limited to only school-sanctioned sports 

teams at each of the schools. Use of lighting during and following athletic practices would end by 8:00 

P.M. Most athletic games would end by 7:00 P.M., but no later than 9:30 P.M., with lighting potentially 

remaining on after to facilitate safe crowd exiting and for clean-up and other similar activities after 

game completion. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-20 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that no surveys were conducted for burrowing owl (Athene 

cunicularia) and that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 is not sufficient to ensure that potential impacts to 

burrowing owls are mitigated to a level less than significant.  

Response 

The Draft IS/MND notes the potential for burrowing owls at each of the three campuses.  

Burrowing Owls are a species of low conservational concern, and a year-round presence throughout 

southern North America and northern Central America, as well as most of South America. Their preferred 

habitats include open, treeless areas with low, sparse vegetation, such as grasslands, deserts, and steppe 

environments. The species is also diurnal and crepuscular, meaning they are most active at dusk and 

dawn, but also active throughout the day. 

At PSHS, Burrowing owls have been sighted within a mile. Burrowing Owls were observed within a mile, 

but over half-a-mile from the Project Site. The Project Site does not contain the habitat necessary to 

support the Burrowing Owl. At DHSHS, eBird has recorded sightings of Burrowing Owls within a half-mile 

of the high school campus. The Burrowing Owl is not likely to occur on the Project Site or spend much 

time around DHSHS, as the site is disturbed with an existing school and ongoing operations. At CCHS, the 

eBird database has no recorded bird sightings within half a mile of CCHS, but a Prairie Falcon was 
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observed within a mile of the campus. West of the CCHS campus lies a small open field which could 

potentially include habitat for listed bird species, but it is situated between the main high school campus 

and its athletic fields. Additionally, the majority of construction would be on the western side of the 

campus which is adjacent to a developed surface parking lot and existing athletic facilities. 

The proposed Project involves installing lights at the athletic fields at the three high schools. With the 

implementation of MM BIO-1, the potentially significant impacts to nesting birds would be reduced. The 

effects would be less than significant to other plant and wildlife species, as the Project sites are disturbed 

and not ideal habitats, and the likelihood of encountering a special status species is low. The hoods on 

the lighting fixtures would reduce light-spillage and direct the light towards the athletic fields and reduce 

stress on wildlife, including birds, which preside adjacent to the high schools. The Draft IS/MND notes 

that impacts would be potentially significant to nesting birds without mitigation. 

The comment is their nests or eggs or destroying nesting or foraging habitat and impacting burrowing owl 

populations through changes in vegetation via the destruction, conversion, or degradation of burrowing 

owl habitat. 

Response 

See response to Comment 2-20. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-22 

The comment states that the Burrowing owl is a California Species of Special Concern. Take of individual 

burrowing owls and their nests is defined by Fish and Game Code, and prohibited by sections 

acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-21 

The comment states that the IS/MND indicates that sightings of burrowing owls have been documented 

within 0.5 miles from PSHS, 0.25 miles from DHSHS, and an open field adjacent to CCHS would provide 

adequate habitat for the species. Additionally, burrowing owls have a high potential to move into 

disturbed sites prior to and during construction activities. Impacts to burrowing owl from the Project 

could include take of burrowing owls, 3503, 3503.5, and 3513. Fish and Game Code section 3513 makes 

it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird except as provided by rules and regulations 

adopted by the Secretary of the Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as 

amended (16 U.S.C. § 703 et seq.). 

Response 

As previously noted, all three campuses are fully developed and have no open space or vacant land. The 

areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed Project would not remove any 
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native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project would therefore not have 

direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. The mowed lawn area of the existing 

athletic fields do not provide habitat for sensitive or special status wildlife species, and thus no direct 

impacts are anticipated from the proposed Project upon wildlife. 

The proposed Project would therefore not have direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status 

plants. As such, there is no potential for “Take”. If for some unforeseen probability a listed species is 

encountered during project implementation, the District would contact CDFW, and any other appropriate 

agencies, and initiate consultation as may be required.  

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-23 

The comment states that although the MND includes MM BIO-1, CDFW considers the measure to be 

insufficient in scope and timing to reduce impacts to burrowing owls to a level less than significant and 

recommends inclusion of separate mitigation measure for burrowing owl. CDFW recommends that prior 

to commencing Project activities for all phases of Project construction, surveys for burrowing owl be 

conducted by a qualified biologist in accordance with the Staff Report on Burrowing Owl Mitigation 

(CDFG 2012 or most recent version). 

Response 

The District finds MM BIO-1 to be adequate given that all three campuses are fully developed and have 

no open space or vacant land. The areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, 

proposed Project would not remove any native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. 

MM BIO-1 provides for pre-construction surveys for burrowing owls should be undertaken between 14 and 

30 days prior to any kind of ground disturbance related to modifications to facilities and properties. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-24 

The comment states that mitigation be included to address burrowing owls. 

Response 

See response to Comment 2-23. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-25 

The comment states that CDFW is concerned that no field assessments were conducted for nesting birds 

and that Mitigation Measure BIO-1 is not sufficient to ensure that potential impacts to nesting birds are 
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mitigated to a level less than significant. CDFW is concerned about impacts to nesting birds from ground-

disturbing activities, vegetation removal, construction noise, and artificial light. Project implementation 

could result in disturbance to nesting birds, nest abandonment or failure, and the loss of nesting habitat. 

Response 

The District finds MM BIO-1 to be adequate given that all three campuses are fully developed and have 

no open space or vacant land. The areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, 

proposed Project would not remove any native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-26 

The comment states that it is the Project proponent’s responsibility to comply with all applicable laws 

related to nesting birds and birds of prey. Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford 

protective measures as follows: Fish and Game Code section 3503 states that it is unlawful to take, 

possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by Fish and 

Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. 

Response 

The District will comply with state and federal laws and regulations that apply to the project. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-27 

The comment states that CDFW recommends the revised MND include specific avoidance and 

minimization measures to ensure that impacts to nesting birds do not occur. Project-specific avoidance 

and minimization measures may include, but are not limited to, Project phasing and timing, monitoring 

of Project-related noise (where applicable), sound walls, and buffers, where appropriate. CDFW 

recommends that disturbance of occupied nests of migratory birds and raptors within the Project site be 

avoided any time birds are nesting on-site. Preconstruction nesting bird surveys shall be performed within 

3 days prior to Project activities to determine the presence and location of nesting birds. Although the 

MND includes Mitigation Measure BIO-1 for nesting birds, CDFW considers the measure to be insufficient 

in scope and timing to reduce impacts to a level less than significant. CDFW recommends Mitigation 

Measure BIO-1 be revised. 

Response 

As previously noted, all three campuses are fully developed and have no open space or vacant land. The 

areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, proposed Project would not remove any 

native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. The proposed Project would therefore not have 

direct or indirect impacts upon sensitive or special-status plants. The mowed lawn area of the existing 



2.0 Comments Received and Responses 

   
Palm Springs Unified School District 2.0-32 PSUSD High School Fields Lighting Project 
Meridian Consultants   June 2023 

athletic fields do not provide habitat for sensitive or special status wildlife species, and thus no direct 

impacts are anticipated from the proposed Project upon wildlife. 

The District finds MM BIO-1 to be adequate given that all three campuses are fully developed and have 

no open space or vacant land. The areas that will include lighting are existing sports fields. A such, 

proposed Project would not remove any native plant species, nor remove any shrubs or trees. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-28 

The comment states that the MND states construction activities over an approximate continuous 18-

month period would constitute a temporary noise impact with levels reaching up to 88.9 dBA. These 

levels exceed exposure levels that may adversely affect wildlife species at 55 to 60 dBA. The MND states 

that bird species would be acclimated to this noise because of the use of a tractor-mounted mower on 

high school sites; however, no data are provided to substantiate this claim. Impacts to other wildlife 

from Project-related construction noise are not analyzed in the MND. 

Response 

The Draft IS/MND notes that short-term construction would not be anticipated to affect nesting or 

roosting bird species in the vicinity, because the athletic fields are regularly maintained by a tractor-

mounted mower, which produces noise levels similar to the equipment anticipated for trenching and 

light pole installation; thus, bird species that elect to nest in the area would already be acclimated to 

similar noise levels from field maintenance activities. However, introduction of lighting would have a 

new impact on nesting birds. 

Construction activities that would occur during the construction phases would generate both steady-state 

and episodic noise that would be heard both on and off the Project Site at each campus. The proposed 

Project would comply with the established limits to the hours of construction established by each of the 

cities’ municipal codes. 

The potential noise impact generated during construction depends on the phase of construction and the 

percentage of time the equipment operates over the workday. However, construction noise estimates 

used for the analysis are representative of worst-case conditions because it is unlikely that all the 

equipment contained on site would operate simultaneously. Construction of the proposed Project would 

require the use of duty equipment with the potential to generate audible noise above the ambient 

background noise level. 

Project-related construction activities would occur during the hours specified in the City’s municipal 

codes Monday through Friday. Because schools are typically in session from 8:30 AM to 3:30 PM, activities 

would occur during the most sensitive timeframe. If the Project’s construction activities were required 
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on Saturdays, these activities would occur during the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. These construction 

hours are consistent with the Municipal Codes of each city. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-29 

The comment states that construction may result in substantial noise through road use, equipment, and 

other Project-related activities. This may adversely affect wildlife species in several ways as wildlife 

responses to noise can occur at exposure levels of only 55 to 60 dB. 

Response 

See response to Comment 2-28. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-30 

The comment states that because of the potential for construction noise to negatively impact wildlife, 

CDFW recommends a revised MND include an analysis of impacts to biological resources and specific 

avoidance and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to wildlife are reduced to less than 

significant. 

Response 

See response to Comment 2-28. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-31 

The comment states CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and 

negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make subsequent or 

supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e). Accordingly, 

please report any special status species and natural communities detected during Project surveys to the 

California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). 

Response 

The District will comply with all requirements of CDFW and report any special status species and natural 

communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 
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Comment 2-32 

The comment states that because the Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, 

assessment of environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice 

of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by CDFW. 

Response 

The District will pay the appropriate fees upon filing of the Notice of Determination with the County 

Clerk. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

Comment 2-33 

The comment states that CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND to assist the PSUSD 

in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW concludes that the MND does 

not adequately identify or mitigate the Project’s significant, or potentially significant impacts on 

biological resources. The CEQA Guidelines indicate that recirculation is required when insufficient 

information in the MND precludes a meaningful review (§ 15088.5) or when a new significant effect is 

identified, and additional mitigation measures are necessary (§ 15073.5). CDFW recommends that a 

revised MND with a recent and complete assessment of impacts to biological resources, as well as 

mitigation to avoid and reduce those impacts to less than significant, be recirculated for public comment. 

Response 

Recirculation of a Mitigated Negative Declaration is only required under CEQA Guidelines Section 15073.5 

under the following conditions: 

• The document must be substantially revised after public notice of its availability has previously 
been given pursuant to Section 15072, but prior to its adoption 

• A “substantial revision” of the negative declaration shall mean: 
1) A new, avoidable significant effect is identified, and mitigation measures or project revisions 

must be added in order to reduce the effect to insignificance, or 
2) The lead agency determines that the proposed mitigation measures or project revisions will 

not reduce potential effects to less than significance and new measures or revisions must be 
required. 

Recirculation is not required under the following circumstances: 

1) Mitigation measures are replaced with equal or more effective measures pursuant to Section 
15074.1. 

2) New project revisions are added in response to written or verbal comments on the project’s 
effects identified in the proposed negative declaration which are not new avoidable significant 
effects. 

3) Measures or conditions of project approval are added after circulation of the negative declaration 
which are not required by CEQA, which do not create new significant environmental effects and 
are not necessary to mitigate an avoidable significant effect. 
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4) New information is added to the negative declaration which merely clarifies, amplifies, or makes 
insignificant modifications to the negative declaration. 

As noted in the Guidelines, recirculation is not required when: 

a) As a result of the public review process for a proposed mitigated negative declaration, including 

any administrative decisions or public hearings conducted on the project prior to its approval, 

the lead agency may conclude that certain mitigation measures identified in the mitigated 

negative declaration are infeasible or otherwise undesirable. Prior to approving the project, the 

lead agency may, in accordance with this section, delete those mitigation measures and 

substitute for them other measures which the lead agency determines are equivalent or more 

effective. 

b) No recirculation of the proposed mitigated negative declaration pursuant to Section 15072 is 

required where the new mitigation measures are made conditions of, or are otherwise 

incorporated into, project approval. 

As noted in the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15074.1, the District will not re-circulate the Draft IS/MND. 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Good afternoon, 

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District does not have any comments for this 
Notice of Environmental Impact Report, as there is no need for permanent drainage or fees to be paid, 
nor will it have an impact on district facilities.  

 Respectfully, 

  

Elsa McKinney, Engineering Aide  
Development Review 
RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL 
& WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
1995 Market Street, Riverside, CA 92501 
951.955.2878 | emckinne@rivco.org 

2.0 Comments Received and Responses 
Comment Letter No. 3

Meridian Consultants 
049-021-23

PSUSD High School Fields Lighting Project 
June 2023

3-1

2.0-36



2.0 Comments Received and Responses 

   
Palm Springs Unified School District 2.0-37 PSUSD High School Fields Lighting Project 
Meridian Consultants   June 2023 

COMMENT LETTER 3: RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL AND 
WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT dated June 12, 
2023 

Comment 3-1  
The comment states that the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District does not 
have any comments for this Notice of Environmental Impact Report, as there is no need for permanent 
drainage or fees to be paid, nor will it have an impact on District facilities. 

Response 

The comment is acknowledged and will be provided to the PSUSD Board of Trustees for their information. 
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3.0   MITIGATION AND MONITORING  
AND REPORTING PROGRAM  

A Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) has been prepared, pursuant to the requirements 

of the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15074()(6),6 identifying the monitoring of mitigation measures that 

would reduce potential significant impacts as stated in the Draft MND/IS for the PSUSD High School Fields 

Lighting Project. 

State CEQA Guidelines Section 150977 requires public agencies adopting an MND also adopt a program 

for monitoring or reporting to ensure that the mitigation measures it has imposed to mitigate or avoid 

significant environmental effects are implemented. 

This MMRP will be required to be adopted by the Board of Education should the Board approve the 

proposed Project. 

The MMRP will be available at the PSUSD Facilities Planning Department, located at 150 District Center 

Drive, Palm Springs, California 92264. 

The MMRP may be modified by the PSUSD in response to changing conditions or circumstances. A summary 

table (Table 3.0-1: Summary of Project Impacts, Mitigation Measures, and Implementation 

Responsibility) should guide the PSUSD evaluation and documentation of the implementation of 

mitigation measures. The MMRP is organized as follows: 

Mitigation Measure: Provides the text of the mitigation measures identified in the Draft MND/IS. 

Timing/Schedule: Identifies the timeframe in which the mitigation will take place. 

Implementation Responsibility: Identifies the entity responsible for complying with mitigation measure 
requirements. 

Implementation and Verification Action: Describes the type of action taken to verify implementation.  

Unless otherwise specified herein, PSUSD is responsible for taking all actions necessary to implement the 

mitigation measures according to the provided specifications and for demonstrating that each action 

has been successfully completed. PSUSD at its discretion, may delegate implementation 

responsibility or portions thereof to a licensed contractor. 

 
6  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines, Sec. 15074(b)(6). 
7  California Code of Regulations, State CEQA Guidelines , Sec. 15097. 
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TABLE 3.0-1 
PSUSD (REVISED) 

SUMMARY OF PROJECT IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES, AND IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY 

Mitigation Measure Timing/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
and 

Verification 
Action 

Biological Resources     

MM BIO-1: Pre-Construction Surveys for Migratory Birds (including avoidance 
if found)  

 
If ground disturbance is proposed between February 1st and August 
31st, a qualified biologist shall conduct a nesting bird survey within 
7 to 10 days of initiation of grading on site, focusing on covered 
species. If active nests are reported, species-specific measures shall 
then be prepared. At a minimum, grading in the vicinity of a nest 
shall be postponed until the young birds have fledged. For 
construction between September 1st and January 31st, no pre-
removal nesting bird survey is required.   
 
Additionally, pre-construction surveys for burrowing owls should be 
undertaken between 14 and 30 days prior to any kind of ground 
disturbance related to modifications to facilities and properties.   
 
If breeding activities and/or an active bird nest is located, the 
breeding habitat/nest site shall be fenced and/or flagged a minimum 
of 200 feet, and 500 feet for raptors and burrowing owls around the 
nest until such time as nestlings have fledged as buffer from the 
active constriction areas. This area shall not be disturbed by 
construction crews until the nest becomes inactive, the young have 
fledged, the young are no longer being fed by the parents, the young 
have left the area, and the young will no longer be impacted by the 
Project between September 1 and January 31 shall be exempt from 
this requirement.  

Prior to 
construction. 

PSUSD Staff Field staff shall 
note in daily 
records. 
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TABLE 3.0-1 

PSUSD (REVISED) 
SUMMARY OF PROJECT IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES, AND IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY 

Mitigation Measure Timing/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
and 

Verification 
Action 

MM CUL-1: WEAP Training  
                         
All construction personnel and monitors who are not trained 
archaeologists shall be briefed regarding inadvertent discoveries 
prior to the start of construction activities. A basic presentation and 
handout or pamphlet shall be prepared, by a qualified archaeologist 
meeting the Secretary of Interior’s Standards, in order to ensure 
proper identification and treatment of inadvertent discoveries. The 
purpose of the Workers Environmental Awareness Program (WEAP) 
training is to provide specific details on the kinds of archaeological 
materials that may be identified during construction of the project 
and explain the importance of and legal basis for the protection of 
significant archaeological resources. Each worker shall also learn the 
proper procedures to follow in the event that cultural resources or 
human remains are uncovered during ground-disturbing activities. 
These procedures include work curtailment or redirection, and the 
immediate contact of the site supervisor and archaeological 
monitor.   
Plan Requirements and Timing: Prior to commencement of project 
construction, PSUSD shall contract with a qualified archaeologist to 
prepare materials and deliver WEAP training to construction workers 
engaged in trenching and light pole foundation excavation; the 
requirement for WEAP training shall be included on grading or civil 
improvement plan sheets. The WEAP training shall be completed 
before ground disturbing activities begin. Monitoring: The 
construction contractor or PSUSD facilities management staff will 
verify workers receive the WEAP training prior to construction start.  

Prior to 
construction. 

PSUSD Staff Field staff shall 
note in daily 
records. 
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TABLE 3.0-1 

PSUSD (REVISED) 
SUMMARY OF PROJECT IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES, AND IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY 

Mitigation Measure Timing/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
and 

Verification 
Action 

MM CUL-2: Inadvertent Discoveries:  
 

A qualified archaeologist, meeting the Secretary of Interior’s 
Standards, shall be retained and be on-call to respond to and address 
any inadvertent discoveries identified during ground disturbing 
activities whether within disturbed, imported or native soils.   
In the event that potential prehistoric or historic-era archaeological 
resources (sites, features, or artifacts) are exposed during 
construction activities for the project, all construction work 
occurring within 50 feet of the find shall immediately stop and a 
qualified archaeologist must be notified immediately to assess the 
significance of the find and determine whether or not additional 
study is warranted.   
 
Depending upon the significance of the find under the California 
Environmental Quality Act, the archaeologist may simply record the 
find and allow work to continue. If the discovery proves significant 
under CEQA, additional work (e.g., preparation of an archaeological 
treatment plan, testing, or data recovery) may be warranted.   
 
If Native American resources are discovered or are suspected, each 
of the consulting tribes for the Project will be notified and as 
dictated by California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, PRC 
Section 5097.98, and the California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 
15064.5(e).   

 

MM CUL-3:  In the unlikely event that earth-disturbing activities conducted by 
the District and/or its construction contractors identify undiscovered 
human remains, the District would comply with Government Code 

During 
construction. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During 
construction. 

 
 
 

PSUSD staff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PSUSD staff 
 
 
 
 

Field staff shall 
note in daily 
records, and 
contact the 
County coroner, 
if necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Field staff shall 
note in daily 
records, and 
contact the 
County coroner, 
if necessary. 
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TABLE 3.0-1 

PSUSD (REVISED) 
SUMMARY OF PROJECT IMPACTS, MITIGATION MEASURES, AND IMPLEMENTATION RESPONSIBILITY 

Mitigation Measure Timing/ 
Schedule 

Implementation 
Responsibility 

Implementation 
and 

Verification 
Action 

Sections 27460 et seq.,92 Section 27491, and Public Resources Code 
(PRC) Section 5097.98.93. These regulations would require 
earthmoving activities to halt until the Riverside County Coroner can 
determine whether the remains are subject to the provisions of 
Section 27491 or any other related provisions of law. The required 
recommendations concerning the treatment and disposition of the 
human remains would be subject to the person responsible for the 
excavation, or to his or her authorized representative.   

Additionally, pursuant to California Health and Safety Code Section 
7050.594, the coroner shall make a determination within two working 
days of notification of the discovery of the human remains. If the 
coroner determines that the remains are not subject to his or her 
authority and recognizes, or has reason to believe, that they are 
those of a Native American, he or she shall contact the Native 
American Heritage Commission by telephone within 24 hours. The 
District would comply with existing regulations and potential impact 
related to the accidental discovery of human remains.  
 

MM N-1: The District shall direct construction activities that result in noise 
above 60 dB(a) to correspond with the school’s schedules to minimize 
noise and vibration impacts when classes are in session, and to avoid 
critical (testing) periods. 

 
                        Intensive construction activities such as demolition and grading shall 

be scheduled to occur after 2:30 PM Monday through Friday. 
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MM N-2: The District’s construction contractor shall ensure that construction 
equipment is properly muffled according to industry standards and is 
in good working condition.  

 
MM N-3: The District’s construction contractor shall utilize diesel generators 

and compressors that are listed as “quiet units” by the 
manufacturer.  

 
MM N-4: For all noise- and vibration-generating construction activity on the 

Project Site, the District’s construction contractor shall employ 
additional noise and vibration attenuation techniques to reduce noise 
and vibration levels. Such techniques may include, but are not 
limited to, the use of sound blankets on noise-generating equipment 
and the construction of temporary sound barriers between 
construction sites and nearby sensitive receptors. 

  
MM N-5: The District’s construction contractor shall turn off all idling 

equipment when not in use for more than 5 minutes.  
 
MM N-6: The District’s construction contractor shall disconnect backup alarms 

on vehicles that require them.  
 
MM N-7: The District’s construction contractor shall utilize temporary noise 

deflector walls during construction, where feasible.  
 
MM N-8: The District’s construction contractor shall place noise- and 

vibration-generating construction equipment, as well as locating 
construction staging areas, away from sensitive uses, including 
operating classrooms, where feasible.  
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MM N-9: The District’s construction contractor shall coordinate the reduction 
of construction activities with nearby classrooms during exam periods 
to minimize noise and vibration. The District’s construction 
contractor shall provide construction activity schedules to try to 
minimize noisy activities when construction is taking place to the 
fullest extent practicable.  

 
MM TCR-1: The District will notify the tribes two weeks prior to the stary of 

construction activities when ground disturbing work will begin.  
 

The District allows access for tribal monitors (at no cost to the 
District) during any ground disturbing activities (including 
archaeological testing and surveys). Should buried cultural deposits 
be encountered, the tribal monitor may request that construction 
activities in the immediate area of the discovery be halted, and the 
monitor shall investigate to assess if the discovery includes tribal 
cultural resources, or human remains that nay be of tribal decent. If 
the tribal monitor determines that the discovery does include tribal 
cultural resources or human remains that may be of tribal decent, 
then the monitor shall notify the District and plan for recovery of the 
remains be prepared.  
 
If Native American resources are discovered or are suspected, each 
of the consulting tribes for the Project will be notified and as 
dictated by California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, PRC 
Section 5097.98, and the California Code of Regulations (CCR) Section 
15064.5(e).  
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If human remains are discovered, the District shall also notify the 
Riverside County coroner’s office to remove the remains. No further 
work in the immediate area may resume until the tribal cultural 
resources or human remains are removed.  
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