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Rapid changes in San Jose rail and roadway transportation systems, as well as motel development slowly changed the nature 
of Monterey Road. Regional plans to improve highways before and after World War II especially influenced the development 
of Monterey Road south of San Jose and it was during this period that the California Division of Highways (the precursor to 
Caltrans) began planning new modern highways, or freeways, along both sides of San Francisco Bay. Among the first 
development in the San Jose area was the Bayshore Bypass (US 101), which was designed to take highway traffic around San 
Jose by skirting the commercial core to the north and east, and thus avoid the congested downtown. The bypass then swung 
south and west to rejoin the original US 101 several miles to the south, which had the effect of bypassing Monterey Road 
south of downtown as well. The construction of the initial bypass was complete in 1948 and Caltrans would complete the 
southern end in 1956. This development significantly reduced traffic, especially personal vehicles, on Monterey Road, which 
impacted businesses offering roadside lodging like the Casa Linda Motel. The highway bypass also encouraged the growth of 
light industrial development that ultimately ended the prevalence of roadside commercial businesses along Monterey Road. 
Concurrently during the late 1950s and early 1960s a new larger motel form developed. The motor inn, as it became known, 
usually offered more amenities than the earlier motels, including a full restaurant, banquet and meeting rooms, which required 
more rooms in a two or three-story configuration. San Jose newspapers touted ever larger motel development largely focused 
north of San Jose on the El Camino Real and along the route of the new Bayshore Freeway.8 

The Morrises and Reid sold the property during the late 1950s, likely because of this change in the type of vehicular traffic 
passing the motel, and the property then had a succession of owners and operators. In the 1970s the property became one of 
the many San Jose motels owned and operated by families from India. Like many ethnic groups arriving in the United States 
these immigrants found a niche within an industry and formed a network that supported new arrivals. Investment in motels 
provided a path to citizenship, lodging for new arrivals, and a family run business with steady income. Small motels like the 
Casa Linda, now largely overshadowed by regional and national chains, also often provided low-income housing. This was 
not a new development as news accounts indicate that since 1949 the motel has served both short and mid-term residents.9 

Although the motel exterior has not been substantially redecorated since its expansion in the 1950s, it has undergone many 
other alterations. It is likely the change in traffic patterns that prevented the Casa Linda Motel from being completely renovated 
as so often happened as motels adopted decorative themes and touted their modernity with the most recent architectural styles. 
Instead, the subsequent owners of the Casa Linda Motel have made a series of smaller changes over the years that eventually 
replaced nearly all windows and doors, and most of the carport openings, without addressing the overall style of the buildings. 
Many of the new window installations involved resizing the original window openings, such as in the office (Building A) and 
the rear units (Buildings E and F). Buildings E and F have aluminum frame sliding units popular in the late 1960s early 1970s, 
and a fire in 1978 reportedly damaged two unidentified units, which probably also received new windows. Other window 
replacements are vinyl-covered metal frame sliding units with false muntins that became popular beginning in the 1990s. 
Based upon the recessed corner now covered in stucco at the northwest corner of the office, and remaining casement hinges 
on one of the Building E units these changes apparently replaced metal casement windows integral to the early modern 
residential styles of the late 1930s and early 1940s. All original room unit doors throughout the property have also been 
removed and were replaced with molded metal, faux panel doors. Furthermore, the brick veneer used in the office (Building 

 
8 Lawrence Barrett, “Bayshore Freeway Plans Shown,” California Highways and Public Works, Vol 18:8 (August 1940): 6-9; C.H. Purcell, 
“Engineering Details and Route of Proposed Bayshore Freeway,” California Highways and Public Works, Vol18:8 (August 1940): 10-13; 
J.D. Gallagher, “Progress on U.S. 101,” California Highways and Public Works, Vol 27: 11-12 (November December 1948): 13; J. P. 
Sinclair, “Bay Area Report - 1964,” California Highways and Public Works (May-June 1964): 42; “$400,000 Motel for The Alameda,” 
San Jose Mercury News, March 29, 1955, Motels-General, Clipping File, California Room, San Jose Public Library; “$2-Million Motel 
on Bayshore Planned-Biggest in State,” San Jose Mercury News, June 21, 19[55], Motels-General, Clipping File, California Room, San 
Jose Public Library; Jakle et al., The Motel in America, 49. 
9 “Families from India in Motel Takeover,” San Jose Mercury News, July 5, 1978, Motels-General, Clipping File, California Room, San 
Jose Public Library; Don Keller, “New County Tax, But Reason for it Shelved,”  San Jose Mercury News, April 21, 1976 Motels-General, 
Clipping File, California Room, San Jose Public Library;; [For Sale classifieds], San Jose Mercury News, June 10, 1949 and December 
17, 1950; “Fire from Tree Damages Motel, Wrecking Yards,” San Jose Mercury News, July 31, 1978, Motels-Casa Linda, Clipping File, 
California Room, San Jose Public Library. 
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A) and the units closest to the street (Building B) and the rear units (Buildings E and F) discouraged changing the exterior of 
those buildings with new architectural design themes.10 

Evaluation 

This property was previously recorded by Glory Anne Laffey as part of the Inventory Update Phase II for the City of San Jose 
in 1992. That study concluded that the property was a City of San Jose Structure of Merit largely based upon its architecture 
but did not apply NRHP or CRHR criteria. Archaeologist Robert R. Cartier recorded the property again in 2016. Only the City 
Historic Landmark designation has status under CEQA, the previous designation of “structure of merit” does not appear to 
apply, as shown by the additional research and evaluation provided herein. The current inventory was conducted in January 
2022 and included preparation of the historic context provided above, and the evaluation applies NRHP, CRHR, and City of 
San Jose City Landmark criteria.  

Under NRHP Criterion C / CRHR Criterion 3 / San Jose considerations 6, this property may have once been a significant local 
example of the transition between auto camp/court architecture and the motel, and as an example of Googie Roadside Modern 
architecture, however, the buildings of the motel complex have lost integrity and no longer embody that importance. The 
architecture of accommodations for automotive travelers developed within three decades from the primitive campground 
where the car served as part of the camping gear to a comfortable home away from home with various amenities. One of the 
key transitions was from individual cabins with an emphasis on the automobile to efficient rows of rooms with parking in 
front. Casa Linda Motel’s format with carports attached to each room unit illustrates a blend of the two, but this element of 
the layout has been diminished through the installation of modern garage doors (and in some cases a gate or complete infilling) 
in the original open carports.  

Several of the buildings, particularly Buildings A-D, use the sharp planes and lines of Googie Roadside Modern architecture. 
Casa Linda’s best expression of its architecture is in the office (Building A) and Building C, which is closest to Monterey 
Road and was constructed around 1953. The style is conveyed most by the deep boxed eaves, the window units with their 
angled planters, wedge brackets and angled projecting awning. This repetition of angles is used instead of vertical elements to 
convey Googie concepts. Metal casement windows, the likely originals, would have provided an additional modern touch over 
traditional wood frames, but windows have been replaced with modern sliding units throughout. Brick towers pierce the 
roofline at the eastern edge of the two buildings providing some vertical lift, but the motel design avoided the more typical 
space-age motifs of Googie in favor of a more homelike reference to the Ranch style in its overall low horizontal massing, use 
of brick veneer, and the deep overhanging eaves. The resulting mixture of architectural elements does not present as a strong, 
historically important example of either style.11   

Alterations have also diluted the impact of the Googie design. Enclosure of the once open car ports along Buildings B and D 
have greatly reduced the key design feature that allowed them to convey the transition from auto camp/court to motel. 
Windows and doors throughout the property have been replaced and in many cases the windows resized. This has resulted in 
an overall diminishment of design, materials, workmanship, and feeling. The property retains integrity of location, setting, and 
association, but the diminished integrity renders the property ineligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under criteria C and 
3. The combined loss of windows, doors, and carport openings also reduces the importance of the motel as a local example of 
transitional roadside accommodation and the property is not eligible as a San Jose City Historical Landmark. 

The property is not the work of a master architect or builder (NRHP Criterion C/ CRHR Criterion 3/ San Jose 7). Felix H. 
Morris is likely the builder who completed most of the motel buildings in the late 1940s and 1950s, bringing it to its current 
configuration. However, he cannot be definitively identified as the builder and there is no demonstrable evidence that he was 
a significant builder within San Jose, nor was he documented with association with any significant local construction projects. 

 
10 “Fire from Tree Damages Motel, Wrecking Yards,” San Jose Mercury News, July 31, 1978, Motels-Casa Linda, Clipping File, California 
Room, San Jose Public Library; Jakle et al., The Motel in America, 45-47. 
11 Past Consultants, San Jose Modernism Historic Context Statement, 83-84; Hess, Googie Redux, 68-69. 



 
 
 
 
Page 9 of 17          *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) Casa Linda Motel 
*Recorded by C. Brookshear & A. Young   *Date January 14, 2022           Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET     Trinomial ____________________________________________
    

The Casa Linda Motel is not significant for distinct engineering or construction techniques (San Jose 8), nor does it appear to 
be a part of a historic district or portray the environment of a group of people or era in history (San Jose 5).  

This property first developed during a period of slow growth. San Jose development as a commercial and financial hub for the 
surrounding valley and was substantially expanded during the explosive post war urbanization of the areas surrounding San 
Jose. It does not have important associations with either significant pattern or trend of development (NRHP Criterion A / 
CRHR Criterion 1 / San Jose considerations 1, 2, 4). The property was originally developed as rural residence and car sales 
lot, then as an auto camp, and then was transformed into a motel. During each of these iterations of development, it was located 
on the major north-south automobile route in San Jose and was one of many such automobile related developments in the 
vicinity, and throughout the greater San Jose area. It has remained in use as a motel despite the changes in traffic patterns 
caused by modern highway development. The historic record does not show that the Casa Linda Motel was a leader or 
specifically influential among the motel businesses located on Monterey Road and did not play an important role in the 
development of motels in the region.   

This property does not have direct, specific association with the life of an individual important to history (NRHP Criterion B 
/ CRHR Criterion 2 / San Jose consideration 3). It does not appear that any specific person associated with this property made 
demonstrably important contributions to history at the local, state, or national level. Known owners Chloie Ball, Felix and 
Irene Morris, and Virginia Reid were likely competent businesspeople, but were not long associated with this property and did 
not make demonstrably important contributions to the ownership and management of motels in San Jose or other communities. 
None of the subsequent owners of the property are known to have made historically important contributions to history 
associated with the Casa Linda Motel. Furthermore, many individuals have stayed at this motel over both short term and long-
term tenancies, but research did not identify any single person with specific important ties to the motel, or an individual who 
played an important role in other activities directly associated with the property.  

Under NRHP Criterion D / CRHR Criterion 4, this property is not a significant or likely source of important historical 
information because the motel on this parcel does not appear to have any likelihood of yielding important information about 
historic construction materials or technologies. Also, the property’s land use and the layout of the extant built environment 
resources, and the relationship the building with the surrounding parcels is typical of the period and does not provide important 
information within the broader economic, social, and cultural setting of the area since its construction between 1939 and 1956. 
This evaluation does not address non-built environment resources or pre-historic resources. 
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Photographs (continued): 

 
Photograph 3: Building A, camera facing east; January 14, 2022. 

 
Photograph 4: Motel office, camera facing south; January 14, 2022. 
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Photograph 5: Northeast side of main section and rear (southeast) side of office, camera 
facing west; January 14, 2022. 

 
 

 
 
Photograph 6: Two-story section of Building A, 
camera facing east; January 14, 2022. 
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Photograph 9: Building C, camera facing south; January 14, 2022. 

 

 
Photograph 10: Building C, camera facing southeast; January 14, 2022. 
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Photograph 11: Building D, camera facing west; January 14, 2022. 

 
Photograph 12: Building E, camera facing south; January 14, 2022. 
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Photograph 13: Building E, camera facing east; January 14, 2022. 

 

 
Photograph 14: Building F, camera facing west; January 14, 2022.   
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Photograph 154: Sign and general views, Casa Linda Motel, January 14, 2022. 
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Site Map: 
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Attachment 2:  200-foot Buffer Zone 
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200-Foot Buffer Zone Report

Date Surveyed: 1/18/2022

Address: 140 San Jose

Year Built: 1958

Description: Stucco clad boxlike industrial with overhead doors.

Property Type: Light Industrial

MR Number: 1 APN: 456-02-004

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: Altman Vincent and Nancy J Trustee

Date Surveyed: 1/18/2022

Address: 120 San Jose

Year Built: 1957

Description: Prefabricated metal building with conrete firewall

Property Type: Light Industrial

MR Number: 2 APN: 456-02-005

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: Diesner Darrin

Date Surveyed: 1/18/2022

Address: 110 San Jose

Year Built: 1910

Description: Modified bungalow with all new windows and enclosed porch

Property Type: Residential

MR Number: 3 APN: 456-02-006

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: Hernandez Maria E Trustee
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200-Foot Buffer Zone Report

Date Surveyed: 1/14/2022

Address: 102 San Jose

Year Built: 1940

Description: One story residence with replacement siding and windows 
throughout

Property Type: Residential

MR Number: 4 APN: 456-02-007

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: EMK CPRO LLC

Date Surveyed: 1/14/2022

Address: 100 San Jose

Year Built: 1970

Description: Quonset hut and corrugated metal sheds

Property Type: Light Industrial

MR Number: 5 APN: 456-02-008

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: EMK RPRO LLC

Date Surveyed: 1/14/2022

Address: 96 San Jose

Year Built: 1950

Description: Corrugated metal building with additions.  False façade clad in 
stucco.

Property Type: Light Industrial

MR Number: 6 APN: 456-02-009

95112San Jose Ave

Owner: Greenstar Realty LLC
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