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CITY OF ROLLING HILLS ESTATES 
ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST FORM AND INITIAL STUDY FOR A  

MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

1. Project Title:  

Transportation Enhancement and ADA Improvements: Dapplegray School at Palos Verdes Drive North 

2. State Clearinghouse Number: 

 

3. Lead Agency Name and Address: 

City of Rolling Hills Estates 
4045 Palos Verdes Drive North 
Rolling Hills Estates, California, 90274 
https://www.ci.rolling-hills-estates.ca.us/ 

310-377-1577 

4. Contact Person, Phone, Email: 

David Wahba 
Public Works Director 
(310) 377-1577 ext. 103 
DavidW@RollingHillsEstates.gov 

5. Project Location:  

Intersection of London Lane (Dapplegray School driveway) and Palos Verdes Drive North; 
Latitude/longitude: 33.7730N, 118.3389W 

6. Property Owner: 

bŀƳŜΥ /ƛǘȅ ƻŦ wƻƭƭƛƴƎ Iƛƭƭǎ 9ǎǘŀǘŜǎ 
tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ плпр tŀƭƻǎ ±ŜǊŘŜǎ 5ǊƛǾŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
aŀƛƭƛƴƎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ плпр tŀƭƻǎ ±ŜǊŘŜǎ 5ǊƛǾŜ bƻǊǘƘ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ŘŀǾƛŘǿϪǊƻƭƭƛƴƎƘƛƭƭǎŜǎǘŀǘŜǎŎŀΦƎƻǾ 
¦w[Υ  ƘǘǘǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦwI9ΦŎƛǘȅ 

7. Project Sponsor's Name and Address: 

bŀƳŜΥ ό{ŀƳŜ ŀǎ ŀōƻǾŜύ 
tƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  
aŀƛƭƛƴƎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  
9ƳŀƛƭΥ  
¦w[Υ   

8. General Plan Designation:  

Institutional/Open Space 
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9. Zoning: 

Institutional 

10. Project Description:  

Background 

In 2006, the City of Rolling Hills Estates analyzed a modification to the Peninsula Village Overlay District.  This 
analysis identified the impacts of modifying the Overlay District to provide an effective balance between 
residential and commercial uses and envisioned developing up to 900 total residential units and approximately 
1.1 million square feet of commercial uses. 

In 2007, a Technical Memorandum was prepared to address the impacts of the Residential Alternatives Analysis 
at the Palos Verdes Drive North/Dapplegray School Driveway.  The Memorandum identified measures to 
ƳƛǘƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ hǾŜǊƭŀȅ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘΩǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǊŜǎǘǊƛǇƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǿŜǎǘōƻǳƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƭŀƴŜ 

Figure PD - 1 Regional Vicinity 
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and right-turn lane and widening of the eastbound approach to accommodate a second through lane. The 
current project implements these measures.  

 

Project Components 

Palos Verdes Drive North is a primary roadway providing access to the cities on the peninsula including Rolling 
Hills, Rancho Palos Verdes, Palos Verdes Estates and Rolling Hills Estates. The proposed project will widen an 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜ мΣлмрΩ segment of the roadway east and west of Dapplegray Lane, along the frontage of the 
Dapplegray Elementary School campus in order to ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜ ǘǊŀŦŦƛŎ Ŧƭƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
accessibility (ADA access). Widening will include two additional through lanes - one eastbound and one 
westbound lane. The project will also include these features:  

¶ Replacing 8-inch traffic signal heads with 12-inch heads;  

¶ Replacing a temporary signal pole with a custom steel pole according to city specifications;  

¶ Adding illuminated street name signs;  

¶ Upgrading ADA access ramps; 

Figure PD - 2 Aerial View 
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¶ Removing and replacing two bus shelters according to city specifications; 

¶ Constructing six cast-in-place earth-colored and textured concrete retaining walls of various heights;  

¶ Removing +/- 39 non-native trees to accommodate widening, new medians, and retaining wall 
construction 

¶ Re-aligning a segment of the bridle trail after retaining walls are constructed; 

¶ Constructing and planting a new raised median with trees, bunchgrasses and groundcover; and  

¶ Other improvements. 

See Exhibit A for full-size drawings and photosimulations of the retaining walls. Drawings showing limits of 
excavation, schematic construction plans and wall profiles are shown in Figure PD - 4 Street Improvement 
Plan and Profile (1) - Figure PD - 11 Retaining Wall No. 5 (Schematic Illustration) below.  

The project would take approximately 24 months to complete. Initial grading and excavation would be 
scheduled outside of the rainy season, and to the extent feasible, outside of bird-nesting season (approximately 
February 1 ς September 15). At the time of this writing, the City assumes that work would take place on one side 
of the roadway at a time, and that Palos Verdes Drive North would remain open to two-way vehicle travel.  

Roadway widening will require excavating the slopes on both sides of the roadway. Five cast-in-place concrete 
retaining walls are planned to ensure slope stability and to prevent erosion; these walls are numbered 1-5 on 
sheets 6-10 of the construction drawings (See Appendix A, Construction Drawings). The exposed wall faces 
would vary according to the height of retained slope, and would be shorter on the wall ends than the wall 
midpoints (see Table PD - 1Retaining Wall Schedule, Figure PD - 7 - Figure PD - 11 below; Exhibit A). Note that 
wall heights indicated on Figure 3 below represent the total retaining wall heights, including the portions of 
walls that are below the ground surface. An earth-toned concrete coloring agent would be added to the 
concrete mix.  

Table PD - 1 Retaining Wall Schedule 

Retaining 
Wall No. 

Length 
Visible Height Range 

(Above Ground Surface) 
Total Wall Height 

(From Top of Footing) 

м орлΦтлΩ нΩπрΦтуΩ пΩπтΦтуΩ 

н млмΦпнΩ мΦрΩπрΦмфΩ оΩπтΦмфΩ 

о нмрΦлтΩ нΩπрΦолΩ оΩπсΦуΩ 

п нмпΦомΩ уέ нΩπоΩ 

р мфпΦлпΩ ғмΩπоΦмфΩ нΩπпΦсфΩ 

 

Current earthwork estimates include excavating 1005 cubic yards (CY) of soil and backfilling 135 CY for the road 
widening. Retaining wall construction would require excavating 1,996 CY and backfilling 1,576 CY. Approximately 
1,290 CY of excavated soil and rock associated with cutting back the slopes from PVDN will be transported off-
site to a sanitary landfill where it would be used as cover material; the Azusa landfill, 33.5 miles from City Hall, is 
the closest landfill to the project site available to alternatively, the project contractor may move the material to 
another construction site to be used as fill soil.  

The reconstructed medians would be planted with Western Redbud (Cercis occidentalis) and Peruvian 
(California) Pepper (Schinus molle; non-native) trees (see Figure PD - 12 Planting Plan below).  The proposed 
shrub, groundcover and ornamental grass palette includes Smooth Agave (Agave desmettiana), Santa Barbara 
Sage (Salvia leucantha ά{ŀƴǘŀ .ŀǊōŀǊŀΣέ Dwarf Bearberry (Arctostaphylos uva-ursi άtƻƛƴǘ wŜȅŜǎΤέ groundcover 
manzanita), and Pink Muhly (grass). New irrigation would include a combination of drip lines and bubbler heads 
and would have the capacity to deliver approximately 39,751 gallons of water annually (see Appendix A, Sheet 
17).
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Figure PD - 3 Project Area Showing Limits of Grading 

Note: Retaining wall dimensions on this plan shown reflect total wall and footing height, not exposed wall faces. See Figures PD-9 ς PD-11 for exposed wall faces. 

Retaining Wall #1 

Retaining Wall #2 

Retaining Wall #5 

Retaining Wall #3 

Retaining Wall #4 
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Figure PD - 4 Street Improvement Plan and Profile (1) 
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Figure PD - 5 Street Improvement Plan and Profile (2) 
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Figure PD - 6 Street Improvement Plan and Profile (3) 
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Figure PD - 7 Retaining Wall No. 1 (Schematic Illustration) 

N. Side of PVDN, West of London Lane 
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Figure PD - 8 Retaining Walls No. 2, 3 (Schematic Illustration) 

Wall No. 2 is on the S. side of PVDN, W. of London Lane; Wall No. 3 is on S side of PVDN, opposite London Lane 
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Figure PD - 9 Retaining Wall No. 3 (Schematic Illustration) 

S. Side of PVDN at London Lane 
































































































































