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TC-50 Water Quality Inlet 

suppress mosquito production. Standing water in oil/water separators may contain sufficient 
floating hydrocarbons to prevent mosquito breeding, but this is not a reliable control alternative 
to vector exclusion or chemical treatment. 

Cost 
A typical pre-cast catch basin costs between $2,000 and $3,000; however, oil/water separators 
can be much more expensive. The true pollutant removal cost associated with catch basins, 
however, is the long-term maintenance cost. A vactor truck, the most common method of catch 
basin cleaning, costs between $125,000 and $150,000. This initial cost may be high for smaller 
Phase II communities. However, it may be possible to share a vactor truck with another 
community. Typical vactor trucks can store between 10 and 15 cubic yards of material, which is 
enough storage for three to five catch basins. Assuming semi-annual cleaning, and that the 
vactor truck could be filled and material disposed of twice in one day, one truck would be 
sufficient to clean between 750 and 1,000 catch basins. Another maintenance cost is the staff 
time needed to operate the truck. Depending on the regulations within a community, disposal 
costs of the sediment captured in catch basins may be significant. 
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