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and nesting opportunities. However, on-site and adjacent burrows occur within a utility easement, 
which supports electrical poles that provide perching opportunities for large raptors (i.e., red-tailed 
hawk) that can prey on burrowing owls. Despite a systematic search of the project site, no burrowing 
owls or sign (pellets, feathers, castings, or whitewash) were observed on or within 500 feet, where 
accessible, of the project site during the focused surveys.  

Avian species identified during the surveys include rock pigeon (Columba liva), red-tailed hawk (Buteo 
jamaicensis), American kestrel (Falco sparverius), mourning dove (Zenaida macroura), horned lark 
(Eremophila alpestris), and American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos). Refer to Appendix B for a 
complete list of wildlife species observed during the focused surveys. 

  





CNDDB BUOW Observations
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Exhibit 6
O
Source: ESRI Aerial Imagery, CDFW CNDDB, Riverside County
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Section 5 Conclusion and Recommendations 
Based on the results of the 2021 burrowing owl focused surveys, no burrowing owls or evidence of 
recent or historic use by burrowing owls were observed on the project site. As a result, burrowing owls 
are presumed to be absent from the project site. Out of an abundance of caution, and to ensure 
burrowing owl remain absent from the project site, it is recommended that a 30-day burrowing owl pre-
construction clearance survey be conducted in accordance with the Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions 
for the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Area prior to any ground 
disturbing activities. If burrowing owls and/or birds displaying nesting behaviors are observed within 
the project site during future construction, further review may be needed to ensure compliance with the 
MSHCP, MBTA and Fish and Game Code. 
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Photograph 1: From the northwest corner of the project site looking south along the western boundary. 

 

Photograph 2: From the northwest corner of the project site looking east along the northern boundary. 
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Photograph 3: From the northeast corner of the project site looking west along the northern boundary. 

 

Photograph 4: From the northeast corner of the project site looking south along the eastern boundary. 
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Photograph 5: From the southeast corner of the project site looking north along the eastern boundary. 

 

Photograph 6: From the southeast corner of the project site looking west along the southern boundary. 
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Photograph 7: From the southwest corner of the project site looking east along the southern boundary. 

 

Photograph 8: From the southwest corner of the project site looking north along the western boundary. 
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Photograph 9:  Suitable burrow (>4 inches) observed within the utility easement along the eastern 
boundary of the project site. 

 

Photograph 10: Suitable burrow (>4 inches) observed within the utility easement along the eastern 
boundary of the project site. 
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Table B-1: Wildlife Species 

 

Scientific Name Common Name 
Aves Birds 
Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk 
Columba liva rock pigeon 
Corvus brachyrhynchos American crow 
Eremophila alpestris actia California horned lark 
Falco sparverius American kestrel 
Zenaida macroura mourning dove 
Mammalia Mammals 
Otospermophilus beecheyi California ground squirrel 
Thomomys bottae Botta's pocket gopher 
Reptilia Reptiles 
Uta stansburiana elegans western side-blotched lizard 
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