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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Conditional Use Permit Application No. CUP22-011 – Dos Palos Clean Power Project
	Lead Agency: Merced County Community & Economic Development Department
	Contact Name: Cameron Christie
	Email: Cameron.Christie@countyofmerced.com
	Phone Number: (209) 385-7654 x 4587
	Project Location:                       Dos Palos                                                                            Merced
	Project Description: The project is a request to construct a 3-megawatt (MW) alternating current (AC) photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility, a 600-square-foot concrete equipment pad with an estimated 4.4-MW direct current (DC) and its associated inverters, fencing, and site improvements, including fencing and improvements to the existing access road and driveway approaches. The project would also include demolition of the existing on-site vacant residential structure built in 1935, the associated groundwater well, and the septic system. The project would deliver power to the existing Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) power distribution network via an existing aboveground primary service interconnection utility pole located on the east side of Elgin Avenue. The project is anticipated to operate for approximately 35 years, after which the project would be decommissioned and the site would be restored to pre-project conditions. The project site is located within an 11.3-acre portion of a 39-acre parcel located on the west side of South Highway 33, approximately 2,000 feet north of West Carmella Avenue in the Dos Palos area of Merced County.
	Project's Effects: The project has the potential to significantly degrade the quality of the environment, including effects on biological and cultural resources in the absence of mitigation measures. The project’s proposed construction activities have the potential to result in adverse impacts to special-status wildlife species, as discussed in Section IV, Biological Resources, of the Initial Study. Proposed ground-disturbing activities are not anticipated to adversely affect any known or unknown cultural resource sites within the project area.  Mitigation measures will include common best management practices for construction to limit air pollution, ground disturbance, and noise impacts as well as standard surveys for special status species like Swainson's Hawk, the Tricolored Blackbird, the San Joaquin Kit Fox, and the Burrowing Owl. Proposed mitigation measures would reduce potential impacts to a less-than-significant level.
	Areas of Controversy: N/A
	List of Agencies: San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District, Department of Conservation, Energy Commission, California Department of Fish & Wildlife, Public Utilities Commission, California Native American Heritage Commission, Caltrans District 6


