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MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

Introduction and Regulatory Context
STAGE OF CEQA DOCUMENT DEVELOPMENT

O Administrative Draft. This California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) document is
in preparation by Trinity County Resource Conservation District staff.

Public Document. This completed CEQA document has been filed by Trinity County
Resource Conservation District at the State Clearinghouse on March 20, 2023, and is being
circulated for a 30-day state agency and public review period. The review period ends on
April 19, 2023 at 17:00.

O Final CEQA Document. This final CEQA document contains the changes made by the
Department following consideration of comments received during the public and agency
review period. The CEQA administrative record supporting this document is on file, and
available for review, at the Trinity County Resource Conservation District office.

INTRODUCTION

This initial study-mitigated negative declaration (IS-MND) describes the environmental impact
analysis conducted for the proposed project. This document was prepared for Trinity County
Resource Conservation District (TCRCD) staff utilizing information gathered from a number of
sources including research, field review of the proposed project area, and consultation with
environmental planners and other experts on staff at other public agencies. Pursuant to § 21082.1 of
CEQA, the lead agency, TCRCD, has prepared, reviewed, and analyzed the IS-MND and declares
that the statements made in this document reflect TCRCD’s independent judgment as lead agency
pursuant to CEQA. TCRCD further finds that the proposed project, which includes revised activities
and mitigation measures designed to minimize environmental impacts, will not result in a significant
effect on the environment.

REGULATORY GUIDANCE

This IS-MND has been prepared for TCRCD to evaluate potential environmental effects that could
result following approval and implementation of the proposed project. This document has been
prepared in accordance with current CEQA Statutes (Public Resources Code §21000 e7 seq.) and
current CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations [CCR] {15000 ez seq.)

An initial study is prepared by a lead agency to determine if a project may have a significant effect on
the environment (14 CCR § 15063(a), and thus, to determine the appropriate environmental
document. In accordance with CEQA Guidelines {15070, a “public agency shall prepare...a proposed
negative declaration or mitigated negative declaration...when: (a) The initial study shows that there is
no substantial evidence...that the project may have a significant impact upon the environment, or (b)
The initial study identifies potentially significant effects but revisions to the project plans or proposal
are agreed to by the applicant and such revisions will reduce potentially significant effects to a less-
than-significant level.” In this circumstance, the lead agency prepares a written statement describing
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its reasons for concluding that the proposed project will not have a significant effect on the
environment and, therefore, does not require the preparation of an environmental impact report. This
IS-MND conforms to these requirements and to the content requirements of CEQA Guidelines §
15071.

PURPOSE OF THE INITIAL STUDY

Trinity County Resource Conservation District has primary authority for oversight of the proposed
project and is the lead agency under CEQA. The purpose of this IS-MND is to present to the public
and reviewing agencies the environmental consequences of implementing the proposed project and
to describe the adjustments made to the project to avoid significant effects or reduce them to a less-
than-significant level. This disclosure document is being made available to the public and reviewing
agencies for review and comment. The IS-MND is being circulated for public and state agency review
and comment for a review period of 30 days as indicated on the Notice of Intent to Adopt a
Mitigated Negative Declaration (NOI). The 30-day public review period for this project begins on
March 20, 2023, period ends on April 19, 2023.

The requirements for providing an NOI are found in CEQA Guidelines {15072. These guidelines
require TCRCD to notify the general public by providing the NOI to the State Clearing House for
posting, sending the NOI to those who have requested it, and utilizing at least one of the following
three procedures:

® DPublication in a newspaper of general circulation in the area affected by the proposed project,
® DPosting the NOI on- and off-site in the area where the project is to be located, or
® Direct mailing to the owners and occupants of property contiguous to the project.

Trinity County Resource Conservation District will post the NOI on- and off-site at:
- Weaverville Post Office, 50 South Miner St., Weaverville, CA 96093
- Trinity Center Post Office, 271 Mary Ave., Trinity Center, CA 96091

If submitted prior to the close of public comment, comments are welcome from reviewing agencies
or any member of the public on how the proposed project may affect the environment. Written
comments must be postmarked or submitted on or prior to the date the public review period will
close (as indicated on the NOI) for TCRCD’s consideration. Written comments may also be submitted
via email (using the email address that appears below), but comments sent via email must also be
received on or prior to the close of the 30-day public comment period. Comments should be addressed
to:

Bethany Llewellyn

Forest Health Program Coordinator

Trinity County Resource Conservation District
P.O. Box 1450

30 Horseshoe Lane

Weaverville, CA 96093

Phone: (530) 623-6004 ext. 220

Email: bllewellyn@tcred.net



mailto:bllewellyn@tcrcd.net
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After comments are received from the public and reviewing agencies, TCRCD will consider those
comments and may (1) adopt the mitigated negative declaration and approve the proposed project;
(2) undertake additional environmental studies; or (3) abandon the project.
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Project Description and Environmental Setting

PROJECT LOCATION

The project includes hazardous fuel reduction on private property within Wildland Urban Interface
(WUI) areas in Trinity County. The project site includes 3 Project Activity Areas (PAAs) in northern
Trinity County. The general location of each PAA within Trinity County is included on Figure 1 in
Attachment A. Individual PAAs are shown on Figures 2 through 4. Maximum potential acreage,
number of parcels, and landowners for each PAA are included in Table 1. The final acreage and
number of parcels included in the project will be determined based on landowner participation and
the environmental, operational, or physical constraints of each parcel. The maximum potential acreage
to be treated would be 7,232 acres. The number of acres that will receive treatment and number of
participating landowners will be less than the maximum extent of the PAAs.

Table 1
PAA SUMMARY
Maximum Maximum Maximum
Project Activity Area Potential Acres Number of Parcels | Number of Landowners
Covington Mill 2,703 307 122
North Lake 2,384 137 90
Weaverville 2,145 99 79

The project will not include work in areas with slopes over 65 percent or in areas with highly erosive
soils on slopes greater than 50 percent. In addition, the project will include a 75-foot setback from
perennial streams and wetlands and a 50-foot setback from intermittent and ephemeral streams. Prior
to project implementation, special treatment zones (STZ) will be identified for known cultural
resources within the project area. Dredge tailings, and areas treated previously by another party will
not be included in the project. These constraint areas will be identified and treatment prescription
(TP) for each individual parcel within the PAAs modified prior to project implementation.

BACKGROUND AND NEED FOR THE PROJECT

The McConnell Foundation (TMF) is currently applying for a Fire Prevention Grant funded with Cap-
and-Trade auction proceeds appropriated by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection (CAL FIRE) and a wildfire mitigation grant by the California Governot’s Office of
Emergency Services (Cal OES) to manage hazardous vegetation under the Hazard Mitigation Grant
Program (HMGP). The grants will be used to perform hazardous fuel treatments in three Project
Activity Areas (PAAs) of widths varying between 400 and 1,200 feet. The PAAS include private
property within high-priority Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) areas in Trinity County.

The geographic scope of the project was determined by prioritizing the areas where fire prevention
activities would have the greatest impact on community safety. Work elements included in the project
cither are contained in Trinity County’s Community Wildfire Protection Plan or have been identified by the
TCRCD as projects that would protect rural communities or that are essential to evacuation routes
for a large number of people. Project selection criteria were based on operational need, communities
at risk, ingress and egress routes, fire history, and risk of ignition.
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The objective of the project is to reduce hazardous fuel within high-priority Wildland Urban Interface
(WUI) areas in Trinity County. Through hazardous fuel reduction and roadside fuel treatment, the
project will lessen the probability of moderate-to-high-severity wildfires spreading into and through
WUI areas. Reducing the probability of WUI wildfires will reduce loss of life and personal injury,
increase effective ingress and egress, and protect critical facilities, essential services, infrastructure,
continuity of government operations, and public and private property.

The goals identified for the project include:

Reduce the number and intensity of wildfires and suppression costs

Increase public safety

Increase safe ingress and egress for public and firefighters

Increase water quantity and maintain water quality from managed watersheds
Decrease the potential for damage from flooding, siltation, and landslides
Protect and improve soil productivity and decrease erosion over the long term
Improve wildlife and fisheries habitat

Improve woodlands through fire management and regeneration

Establish and maintain desired plant communities

Improve air quality over the long-term

Decrease the risk to firefighters and other responders during wildland fires

Other benefits include the following:

® Protection of cultural resources

® Protection of ecosystem services such as water quality, flood control, green infrastructure,
wildlife habitat, soil structure, and carbon sequestration

® Provision of a safer working environment for firefighters by reducing fire severity, intensity,
and rate of spread, allowing them to more effectively combat catastrophic wildfires

PROJECT START DATE
Spring 2024
PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed action consists of removing ground and ladder fuels along specified corridors, thinning
trees to reduce crown closure, and removing dead and dying trees. Work will focus on improving
forest health, including vegetation management, forest undergrowth reduction and biomass utilization.
Treatment will focus on reducing vertical and horizontal continuity of fuels; removing competition
from small, closely spaced, fire-vulnerable species; and promoting a smaller number of resilient larger
trees. Generally, living trees will be spaced to a distance of greater than 30 feet. These fuel reduction
treatments will allow roadways to serve as areas where fire intensity decreases which act as strategic
locations to deploy firefighting resources, thus hampering fire’s ability to jump roadways. Both
mechanized and manual techniques will be deployed for the removal of fuels. Areas that would be
5
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heavily disturbed by equipment or stacked logs would be reseeded with sterile cover crops or mulched
with certified weed-free rice straw or wheat straw. Fuel reduction, biomass disposal, and site
restoration activities are described in greater detail below.

The treatment contractor will conduct the hazardous fuel reduction techniques appropriate for each
individual parcel. A Preliminary Site Assessment (PSA) will be conducted on each eligible parcel to
identify watercourses, special-status species and habitat, cultural resources, or any other obstacles to
be avoided. An individual Treatment Prescription (TP) will be developed for each parcel based on the
Preliminary Site Assessment.

Hazard Fuel Reduction

Fuel reduction will use mechanized or manual techniques. The mechanized technique will involve the
use of heavy machinery and equipment such as track hoes, track chippers, track equipment with
masticator heads, and logging equipment. The manual technique will involve the use of hand crews
equipped with chainsaws and other field-deployable equipment. The mechanized technique may cover
more acreage per day, but its use is limited by slope, access, seasonal consideration, and similar
limitations that do not apply to the manual technique. The general contractor(s) or subcontractors will
determine which technique or combination of techniques will be appropriate for each PAA following
the Preliminary Site Assessment.

Mechanical Treatment
Mechanical treatment is effective for removing dense stands of vegetation and is typically used
in shrub and tree fuel-removal operations. Mechanical treatments are generally the most cost
effective and are the preferred treatments under the project. Mechanical treatments that may
be used during the project include:

® Mastication (track, rubber tire or skid steer mounted)

® Logging and skidding (Non-commercial)

® Bucket and boom

e Chipping and grinding

Manual Treatment
Manual treatment would involve the use of hand tools and hand-operated power tools to cut,
clear, or prune herbaceous and woody species. Activities could include the following:

® Removing trees and undesirable species with chainsaws, lopper, or pruners

e Pulling, grubbing, or digging out root systems of undesired plants to prevent sprouting

and regrowth
® Placing mulch around desired vegetation to limit competitive growth
e Hand piling for burning

Ground disturbance from manual treatments is typically less than that of mechanical treatment
within an equivalent area. Manual treatments will be used in sensitive habitats such as riparian
areas, on steeper slopes, within constrained areas (biological or archeological), and in areas
that are inaccessible to vehicles and around structures.

Biomass Disposal

Biomass waste generated is anticipated to include:
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® Removal of woody debris up to 6 inches in diameter, or vegetation present at an undesired
density as determined by a qualified individual.

Green plant material from thinning and brush residuals.

Cut shrubs, branches, and saplings.

Branches and logs from dead or mortally diseased trees.

Felled trees.

Onsite Disposal
Some residual biomass from treatment activities may be left in place for habitat, erosion control,
pile burning, or other purposes. Biomass that is of a size and constitution suitable for chipping
will be disposed of onsite to the extent feasible without compromising the objective of reducing
fire risk and fuel load. Biomass will be handled in the following manner:

® Green waste will be cut or chipped

® Logs and large branches, free of smaller branches and leaves, will be cut into pieces (no
longer than six feet) and used to create small, unobtrusive stacks no larger than 3 feet high,
5 feet long, and 4 feet wide. Leaves, branches, bark, and duff will be collected, chipped or
shredded, and compressed into flat piles no more than 2 feet high, 5 feet long, and 5 feet
wide. Piles of green waste will be separated by different distances, depending on slope,
The piles will be created in such a manner as to break down quickly while also preserving
habitat for wildlife.

® Chipped waste will be disposed of where appropriate in a manner that suppresses invasive
plant and weed growth and helps stabilize soil in steep terrain. Chipped material will not
be spread greater than 2 inches in depth.

® Green waste piles will not be placed in Defensible Space Zones (they will be moved to
other areas within open lands).

® Green waste from branches and logs from dead or mortally diseased trees (particularly
those that might be infected with sudden oak death) will not be chipped, but will be left
to decompose in place to help prevent the spread of disease.

® Waste may be piled by hand into 12-foot by 12-foot piles and burned during wet periods
of the year. A Non-Standard Burn Permit or other required permits will be acquired from
North Coast Air Quality Management District NCAQMD) prior to pile burning activities.

® Waste may be lopped to a length of less than 2 feet and a depth of less than 9 inches with
ground contact for rapid decay and scattered within treatment area. Lop and scatter will
be utilized only in locations where other material disposal methods are not feasible.

Key points for the above parameters include spreading to a depth of 2 inches and avoiding piling
around remaining trees.

Offsite Disposal

Strategic use of biomass that is removed from the site can divert material from decay and open-
pile burning; this will produce greenhouse gas reduction benefits outside of the forest. Use of this
material can provide renewable electricity and potentially biofuels, offsetting consumption of fossil
fuels. The project will use biomass facilities as a first option for the disposal of woody biomass
generated by project activities. No biomass facilities are located in Trinity County. Biomass will be
delivered to the nearest facility where economically and contractually feasible to reduce
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transportation-related emissions; therefore, biomass will be transported to facilities in Anderson.
Delivery of biomass material (chips and or/logs) is estimated at a rate of 0.5 loads per acre on 40
percent of the acreage.

Site Restoration

Some degree of ground disturbance will be caused by the machinery and equipment that will be used
with any mechanized techniques. Disturbance will be addressed to ensure that additional risks (erosion
and slope destabilization) do not occur. Grass seeding, slash packing, or other appropriate erosion
control or slope stabilization techniques will be deployed on any site where site inspection determines
that disturbance would likely lead to an increased risk of erosion or slope stabilization. The technique
to be used will be site-specific and will be implemented by hand crews in areas that are sensitive to
soil stabilization issues. The determination of risk will be based on:

® Exposure of the disturbance

e Soil type disturbed

® The capability of the soil to support germination of grass seeding

® Time frame (proximity to the rainy season)

® Proximity of the disturbance to a watercourse

Site Maintenance

Ongoing maintenance of the treated sites may be required in the future. Maintenance of these areas
will be conducted by broadcast and pile burning of previously treated areas. Pile burning will be
conducted as specified in the onsite disposal section. Prescription broadcast burning will be handled
in the following manner:
® A burn plan will be prepared which includes a fire behavior model output that predicts fire
behavior, emissions of particulate matter and greenhouse gasses, and soil heating. During this
process, particulate and greenhouse gas emissions and soil heating will be reduced to the
greatest extent practicable.
® A smoke management plan (SMP) will also be prepared and submitted to the North Coast Air
Quality Management District NCAQMD) at least 30 days prior to the burn. The SMP will be
designed to minimize public exposure to air pollutants as much as practicable.
® A Non-Standard Burn Permit will be acquired from North Coast Air Quality Management
District NCAQMD) prior to broadcast or pile burning activities.
® Burns will not take place if weather, fuel, or site conditions are not within prescription.
® Fire suppression resources will be present during broadcast burns and will vary based on the
and size and complexity of the treatment area.
® Trained wildland firefighters manage the burn while monitoring the weather, smoke dispersal,
fire behavior, and designated fire control lines.
e [f fire behavior or smoke dispersal is no longer acceptable at any point, the burn will be
terminated.

Following completion of the burn, the area will be patrolled for as long as necessary to ensure that
reignition would not occur.

Project Schedule

Project activities will be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. during weekdays and 8:00 a.m.
8
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to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

Best Management Practices

Best Management Practices (BMPs) included in the FEMA Programmatic Environmental Assessment,
Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December 2014) applicable to the project are listed
in the Checklist and Discussion section of this document. The treatment contractor will be required
to adhere to these BMPs during project implementation.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING OF THE PROJECT REGION

The project site includes areas adjacent to critical transportation routes for rural communities located
throughout Trinity County in the wildland urban interface (WUI).

DESCRIPTION OF THE LOCAL ENVIRONMENT

The project includes three Project Activity Areas (PAAs) located in northern Trinity County. The
location of each PAA within the county is shown on Figure 1. A description of the Local Environment
within each PAA is described in this section. Individual PAAs are shown on Figures 2 through 4.
PAAs included in this grant project are Weaverville, Covington Mill, and North Lake. A custom soil
report for the project area is included in Attachment B.

WEAVERVILLE

The Weaverville PAA is located to the south, east, and north of the town of Weaverville in Trinity
County. The PAA includes landscape areas directly adjacent to developed areas of Weaverville and
surrounding communities. Treatment areas in the Weaverville PAA are located along State Route
299/3 and extend west to include areas along Democrat Gulch and north along Browns Mountain
and Little Browns Creek to Musser Hill (Figure 2).

Trinity County General Plan land use designations within the PPA include Resource (RE), and Rural
Residential (RR). Zoning designations for parcels within the PAA include: Agricultural Forest 20 Acre
Minimum (AF20), Rural Residential 2.5 Acre min (RR2.5), Rural Residential 5 Acre min (RR5), Rural
Residential 10 Acre min (RR10), Specific Unit Development (SUD), Timber Production Zone (TPZ),
and Unclassified (UNC). General Plan designations and Zoning designations for each PAA are shown
on Figure 5A and Figure 6A, respectively.

The PAA is located in: Township 33N Range 10W section 13, Mount Diablo Meridian. Township
33N Range 9W Sections: 4, 5, 8, 9, 16, 17, 19, Mount Diablo Meridian, USGS Weaverville and Rush
Creek 7.5-Minute Quadrangle maps. The PAA is not within a groundwater basin. Topography is varied
throughout the different sections of the Weaverville PAA, around Musser Hill the northern section
elevations range between 3100 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) and 2300 feet AMSL. The eastern
treatment area runs along the ridge top of Browns Mountain and the valley along Little Browns Creek,
with elevations ranging from 2740 feet AMSL to 2000 feet AMSL. The southern treatment area
consists of the hillsides on either side of State Route 3/299 and discontinuous landscape areas along
Democrat Gulch with elevations ranging from 3020 feet AMSL to 1900 feet AMSL.. Slopes within the
PAA are generally between 15 percent to 45 percent with limited areas exceeding 65 percent.
Topography is shown on Figure 7A.

The PAA is located within the Trinity Watershed (HUCS8 18010211). Water in the southern-most
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treatment area of the PAA primarily flows into Weaver Creek, a perennial stream and tributary to the
Trinity River. Eight intermittent tributaries to Weaver Creek exist within the PAA. Areas in Democrat
Gulch all flow into an unnamed perennial tributary to Weaver Creek or twelve of its intermittent
tributaries. The southern and eastern treatment areas include sections of Little Browns Creeks, a
perennial stream which joins Weaver Creek just south of the PAA. The treatment area includes nine
intermittent tributaries and a perennial tributary. The northern treatment area drains east to Little
Browns Creek and north and west to East Weaver Creek, a perennial tributary to Weaver Creek. This
treatment area includes four intermittent tributaries which flow together to form an unnamed
perennial stream which flows to Little Browns Creek, four intermittent tributaries to East Weaver
Creek, and one perennial tributary. Hydrology of the PAA is shown on Figure 8A.

According to the USFWS Wetlands Mapper, Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetlands exist along
streams within the PAA or directly adjacent to it (Figure 10A). No additional water bodies have been
identified within the PAA. Some areas along Weaver Creek are mapped Zone A (1 percent Annual
Chance Flood Hazard), the rest is mapped as Zone X: (Area of Minimal Flood Hazard), with limited
Zone D (Area of Undetermined Flood Hazard) by FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer
(Figure 9A).

Weaverville PAA is dominated by Sierran Mixed Conifer and Montane Hardwood-conifer; much of
the PAA is mapped as ponderosa pine or Douglas fir habitats and these species likely co-dominate
the project area. A large portion of the center of this PAA is mapped as Montane Hardwood. Other
habitats that occur within the PAA include Annual Grassland, Montane Chaparral, and a small area
mapped as wet meadow. Vegetation types are shown on Figure 11A.

Soils in the Weaverville PAA are primarily well drained and have not been evaluated for runoff class.
Soils with in the PAA often have significant levels of gravel and cobble. Typical soil profiles from the
soil groups found within the PAA include gravelly loam, very gravelly clay loam, and extremely cobbly
clay loam. Soils within the PAA are often derived from residuum weathered from conglomerate, other
parent materials include colluvium derived from metasedimentary rock, metavolcanics mica schist,
residuum derived from mica schist, alluvium derived from metasedimentary rock, metavolcanics, or
outwash from hydraulic mining.

COVINGTON MILL

The Covington Mill PAA is located along State Route 3 northwest of Trinity Lake. The treatment area
includes the roadside along State Route 3 and several landscape areas around Covington Mill, Stuart
Fork, Billys Gulch, and Strong Creek. The PAA location is shown on Figure 4.

Trinity County General Plan land use designations within the PAA include: Resource (RE), Rural
Residential (RR), and Village (V). Zoning designations for parcels within the PAA include: Rural
Residential 10 Acre min (RR10), Residential 20 Acre min (RR20), Single Family Res. - High Density
(R1), Single Family Res. - Low Density (R1A), Timber Production Zone (TPZ), and Unclassified
(UNC). General Plan designations and Zoning designations for each PAA are shown on Figure 5C
and Figure 6C, respectively.

The project is located in: Township 36N Range 8W Sections 23, 25, 26, 34, 35, Township 35N Range
8W Sections 3, 4, 5, 9, Mount Diablo Meridian, USGS Covington Mill and Trinity Center 7.5-Minute
Quadrangle maps. The PAA is not within a groundwater basin. The topography ranges from gentle
slopes ranging between 0 percent to 10 percent in the valley along Hobel Creek to steeper 25 percent
to 50 percent slopes in the surrounding mountains with limited areas exceeding 65 percent. Elevations
within the PAA range from approximately 2400 feet along Hobel Creek in Covington Mill to 3800
along Bowerman Ridge. Topography is depicted on Figure 7C.
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The PAA is located within the Trinity Watershed (HUCS8 18010211). Water within the PAA primarily
drains to south through Hobble Creek or its tributaries into the Trinity River. The PAA includes:
Davis Creek and one of its intermittent tributaries and one perennial tributary, Fast Fork Stewart
Creek, and six of its intermittent tributaries and three perennial tributaries. Hobel Creek runs north to
south for the length of the PAA which includes eleven intermittent tributaries and two unnamed
perennial tributaries. Hydrology is shown on Figure 8C. According to the USFWS Wetlands Mapper,
no wetlands exist within the PAA (FigurelOC). These areas are mapped as Zone D (Area of
Undetermined Flood Hazard) by FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer (Figure 9C).

Two freshwater ponds exist within the project area. The northern-most pond occurs near State
Route 3 along a perennial tributary to Davis Creek. The other is located near the intersection of Guy
Covington Drive and Millview Drive along Hobel Creek, south of is confluence with East Fork Stuart
Creek within the Covington Mill community.

Covington Mill PAA is dominated by Sierran Mixed Conifer. Forests dominated by ponderosa pine
(Pinus ponderosa) are spread across the area. Other habitat types that occur within the PAA include
Annual Grassland, Mixed Chaparral, Montane Chaparral, Montane Hardwood-Conifer, Montane
Hardwood, Perennial Grassland, and wet meadow. Several clear-cuts exist within the mixed conifer
forest. Vegetation types within the PAA are shown on Figure 11C.

Soils in the Covington Mill area of the PAA range from pootly drained to somewhat excessively
drained, with the majority of soils being well drained. These soils range in runoff class from poor to
very high, with most soils being high or very high. Typical soils within the PAA are often gravelly and
sandy. Typical soil profiles for the soil groups within the PAA include gravelly loam, gravelly coarse
sandy loam, and gravelly sandy clay loam. The most common parent material for the soils with in the
PAA is residuum weathered from serpentine, but also includes, non-marine alluvium, alluvium,
residuum weathered from granite, metavolcanics, sedimentary rock, metamorphic rock, igneous rock,
or ultramafic rock.

NORTH LAKE

The North Lake PAA is located west of Trinity Lake and borders the community of Trinity Center.
Treatment areas are located along State Route 3, south, west, and north of the community of Trinity
Center. The location of the PAA is shown on Figure 3.

Trinity County General Plan land use designations within the PPA include: Agriculture (A),
Community Expansion (CE), Community Residential (CR), and Resource (RE), Rural Residential
(RR). Zoning designations for parcels within the PAA include: Agricultural Forest 20 Acre Minimum
(AF20), Timber Production Zone (TPZ), Duplex Residential District (R2), Highway Commercial
(HC), Retail Commercial (C1), Rural Residential 1 Acre min (RR1), Rural Residential 10 Acre min
(RR10), Single Family Res. - High Density (R1), Unclassified (UNC). General Plan designations and
zoning designations for each PAA are shown on Figure 5B and Figure 6B, respectively.

The PAA is within the Trinity Watershed (HUCS8 18010211), in: Township 36N Range 8W Sections
13, 14, 23, 24, Township 36N Range 7W Sections 5, 7, 8, 15, 17, 19, 20, USGS Trinity Center and
Carrville 7.5-Minute Quadrangle maps. The PAA is not within a groundwater basin. The topography
of the PAA wvaries from fairly flat O percent to 10 percent slopes along valley bottoms surrounding
sections of State Route 3, to steeper 25 percent to 50 percent slopes in the surrounding mountains.
Elevations range from 3600 above mean sea level (AMSL) to 2400 AMSL. Topography of the PAA
is depicted on Figure 7B.

Water within the PAA drains primarily to Swift Creek or its tributaries which flow into Trinity Lake
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just north of Trinity Center. North of this outflow, or in other limited areas, water may flow directly
into Trinity Lake. The treatment area includes Flume Creek (a perennial stream), Brush Creek (a
perennial stream), Rancheria Creek (a perennial tributary to Swift Creek and two of its intermittent
tributaries), Swift Creek (an intermittent stream and wetland area which drains to Trinity Lake), Foster
Creek (a perennial spring-fed tributary to Swift Creek and seven of its intermittent tributaries), Grattan
Creek, and five of its intermittent tributaries. Additionally, the PAA contains nine unnamed
intermittent streams which flow directly to Trinity Lake. Hydrology within the PAA is depicted on
Figure 8B.

According to the USFWS Wetlands Mappet, Freshwater Forested/Shrub Wetlands and Fresh Water
Emergent Wetlands exist along Swift Creek, and Foster Creek within the PAA (Figure 10B). One

freshwater pond exists along Grattan Creek within the PAA. These areas are mapped as Zone D (Area
of Undetermined Flood Hazard) by FEMA’s National Flood Hazard Layer Viewer (Figure 9B).

North Lake is dominated by Sierran Mixed Conifer. Areas dominated by Douglas fir (Pseudotsuga
menziesii) occur at the northern-most end of the Trinity Center area. Other habitat types that occur
within the PAA include Annual Grassland, Mixed Chaparral, Montane Chaparral, Montane
Hardwood-Conifer, Montane Hardwood, Perennial Grassland, and wet meadow. Several clear-cuts
exist within the mixed conifer forest. Vegetation types are depicted on Figure 11B.

Soils within the North Lake PAA are primarily well drained with high to very high runoff
classifications. There are limited exceptions with one poorly drained soil group and one soil group
with a low runoff classification. Soils profiles within the PAA tend to be gravelly with common soil
profiles including gravelly loam and gravelly clay loam. Parent materials for the soils are commonly
alluvium and residuum weathered from metamorphic and sedimentary rock, but also include residuum
weathered from granite, metavolcanics, ultramafic rock, or igneous rock.

SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES

Special-status animal species include species that are (1) listed as threatened or endangered under the
CESA or the ESA; (2) proposed for federal listing as threatened or endangered; (3) identified as state
or federal candidates for listing as threatened or endangered; and/or (4) identified by the CDFW as
Species of Special Concern or California Fully Protected Species.

A list of regionally occurring special-status wildlife species in the project site was compiled based on
a review of pertinent literature and consultations with the USFWS Information for Planning and
Consultation (IPaC) database, CNDDB database records, California Wildlife Habitats Relationship
(CWHR) and Vegetation Classification and Mapping Program (VegCAMP) maps.

For each special-status wildlife species, habitat and other ecological requirements were evaluated and
compared to the habitats in the study area and immediate vicinity to assess the presence of potential
habitat in the project area. The habitat assessments for special-status species wildlife species are
provided in Table 2.

Of the 42 special-status wildlife species evaluated, 37 were determined to have a potential to occur
within the project area. The remainder were determined to have no potential to occur or are unlikely
to occur in the project area. Potential project impacts to special-status wildlife species with potential
to occur within the project area are discussed in the Biological Resources section of the Environmental
Checklist and Discussion.
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SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Special-status plant species include plants that are (1) designated as rare by CDFW or USFWS or are
listed as threatened or endangered under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) or ESA; (2)
proposed for designation as rare or listing as threatened or endangered; (3) designated as state or
federal candidate species for listing as threatened or endangered; and/or (4) ranked as California Rare
Plant Rank (RPR) 1A, 1B, 2A, or 2B. A list of regionally occurring special-status plant species was
compiled based on a review of pertinent literature, a review of the USFWS species list, CNDDB
database records, and a quad search for each PAA of CNPS database records. The California Rare
Plant Ranking (CRPR) results are included in Table 3.

For each special-status plant species, habitat and other ecological requirements were evaluated and
compared to the habitats in the project and immediate vicinity to assess the presence of potential
habitat. The habitat assessments for special-status species are provided in Table 3. Project impacts to
special-status plant species with potential to occur within the project area are discussed in the
Biological Resources section of the Environmental Checklist and Discussion.

ARCHEOLOGY

Records searches have been conducted for the project site by ALTA Archaeological Consulting
(ALTA). Records search results have been prepared and submitted to Trinity County Resource
Conservation District. In addition, pedestrian archaeological surveys will be completed during spring
and summer 2023, prior to project implementation in areas with potential to contain cultural resources
as part of the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel. A final report including recommended
avoldance measures for identified cultural resources within the project area will be provided to Trinity
County Resource Conservation District in summer 2023. Special treatment zones (STZ) will be
identified for known cultural resources within the project area and will be included in the individual
treatment prescription (TP) for the parcel and identified sites will be avoided.

CURRENT LAND USE AND PREVIOUS IMPACTS

The PAAs are located in high-priority WUI areas in Trinity County. L.and use and zoning designations
vary throughout the project site. Land use designations within each PAA are included on Figure 5A
through 5C of Attachment A. Zoning districts are included on Figures 6A to 6C. Due to the
geographic extent of the project, existing conditions vary throughout the project area and within each
individual PAA. In general, the PAAs include areas of dense vegetation critical corridors within high-
priority WUI areas. There are currently ongoing fuel treatment activities by private landowners and
other entities within the project area. The project will involve coordination of activities between
entities to ensure effective project implementation and avoid duplication of effort.
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
. . . There are many records of American peregrine falcon
American peregrine Falco peregrinus Ffequents bodies of water in open areas with in Trinity County; especially near the Trinity River and
fal ’ FP/SD/FD cliffs and canyons nearby for cover and it tributai B.’ 42019). Thi . d
alcon anatum - its tributaries (e i ). This species could occur
within suitable habitat throughout Trinity County.
Bald eagles are known to nest in Trinity County with
occurrences concentrated around Trinity Lake
Bl ol /Ha/z'aeelm FP/SE/FD Near open water, ngstipg }'1abi.tat consists of (CNDDB 2018). This species has othe@ise been
encocephalus large trees usually within riparian forest observed throughout the county, especially along the
Trinity River (eBird 2019). This species could occur
within suitable habitat throughout Trinity County
There is one historic (1985) nesting occurrence of
Nests in moist crevice or cave on sea cliffs on blfac}l: SWI&;F gr(ljngy C;unty. Trlnltfy }Clllounty S ?utSIde
Black swift Cypseloides niger SSC/--/-- cliffs behind, or adjacent to, waterfalls in deep E the estah » il rebe 8 rangel ot this siecles, .
canyons. Forages widely over many habitats. owever, t jere have been severa recent ° setvations
of the species (eBird 2019), and the species could be a
rare nester within suitable habitat in Trinity County
Broadleaved upland forest, cismontane
woodland, coastal prairie, Great Basin
fgfisflj;tscgéizgt?;?g;g?;ﬁéljczl\:’lie;;lonmne Golden eagles have been known to nest in Triqity
. woodlands, upper montane coniferous forest County (CNDDB 2018) and have be.en orherw1se.
Golden eagle Agquila chrysaetos FP/--/-- » UPP . . > | obsetrved throughout the county (eBird 2019). This
and valley and foothill grassland. Rolling . . .
foothills. mountain areas. saceiuniner flats species could occur within suitable habitat throughout
’ . > SAGEJunIper ’ Trinity County.
and desert. Cliff-walled canyons provide
nesting habitat in most patts of range; also,
large trees in open areas.
Meadow and seep, riparian woodland. There are many records of little willow flycatcher in
Little willow Mountain meadows and riparian habitats in Trinity County; especially near the Trinity River and its
Aveatcher Empidonax traillii --/SE/-- the Sierra Nevada and Cascades. Nests near tributaries in Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity National
yeatehe the edges of vegetation clumps and near Forests (eBird 2019). This species could occur within
streams. suitable habitat throughout Trinity County
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Breeds and roosts in old growth
forests and woodlands, high No potential to occut. Species is found along western
ol amiad] basal areas of trees and snags, | slope of the Sierra Nevada, the southern Coast Ranges
owl p Strix occidentalis SSC/--/-- dense canopies (270 percent from Monterey County to Santa Barbara County, and
i the Traverse and Peninsular Ranges from southern
canopy closure), multiple g
canopy layers, and downed California to Baja California.
woody debris.
Dense, matute conifer and deciduous forest Northern goshawk is known to occut in Trinity
inters ,erse d with meadows. other obenines ’ County within areas of Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity
Northern goshawk Accipiter gentilis SSC/--/-- nd rip cian \Z s required ,N stin IL bitgt’ National Forests (CNDDB 2018). This species could
?n I dp: na r:h—e? isql;l c .s ne . & tar A occur within suitable habitat throughout Trinity
cludes north-facing slopes near water. County
North coast coniferous forest. old orowth Spotted owls have been observed nesting throughout
Northern  spotted Strix occidentalis SSC/ST/FT red d. Hioh. m ltiut o 1’1 *%1 r\rfin ’t d Trinity County, including within Six Rivers and Shasta-
owl canrina be zoirée &1, MUISIOLY CAROpY OMINATEE | ity National Forests (CNDDB 2018). Critical
Y Dig trees. habitat for this species is present within the county
e bl ot ol et o5 ool (275 Osprey are known to nest in Trinity County with
Osprey Pandion haliaetns WL/--/-- of native COS’; ifer trees sn; <. or bower boles occurrences concentrated around Trinity Lake
» SNAgS, OT POWEE POIES- | cNIDDB 2018).
There are many records of olive-sided flycatcher in
N . - Trinity County; especially near the Trinity River and its
g}?;;ig:d Contopus cooperi SSC/--/-- gl%e?al\lv ;)}i: dlglzlds oo foerghors tediia o fiees tributaties in Six Rivers and Shasta-Trinity National
y " Forests (eBird 2019). This species could occur within
suitable habitat throughout Trinity County
Riparian forest nester, along broad, lower Trinity County is within historical range of the Western
Western el flood-bottoms of larger river systems. Nests Yellow-billed Cuckoo. CDFW does not consider
bilT: de ckoge oW Coccyzus americanis --/SE/FT in riparian jungles of willows, often mixed Trinity County within the current range of this species.
. with cottonwood, blackberry, nettle or wild There are no known nesting occurrences in Trinity
grape. County (CNDDB 2022)

15




Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Cismontane woodland, marsh and swamp,
riparian woodland, valley and foothill
grassland and wetlands. Rolling foothills and White-tailed kite has been observed in some areas of
. . . valley margins with scattered oaks and river Trinity County including near the Trinity River and the
White-tailed kite Elanus lencurus ~//FP bottzmlan%ls or marshes next to deciduous townti)f Hayfé)tk. This ioecies has the pyotential to
woodland. Open meadows and grasslands for | occur in suitable habitat throughout Trinity County.
foraging, with dense-topped trees nearby for
nesting,.
Riparian forest, ripatian scrub, riparian
woodland. Riparian plant associations in close
proximity to water. Also nests in montane There are many records of Yellow Warblers in Trinity
. shrubbery in open conifer forests in the County; especially near the Trinity River and its
Yellow warbler Setophaga petechia SRCY Cascades}and Sltjierra Nevada. Frequently tributayries I(JeBirdyZOl9). This spetc}ies could occur
found nesting and foraging in willows within suitable habitat in Trinity County.
thickets, and other riparian plants such as
cottonwoods, sycamore and ash.
There are many records of yellow breasted chat in
Yellow-breasted Teteria vivens SSC/-/— Riparian forest, ripatian scrub, riparian Trinity County; especially near the Trinity River and its
Chat woodland. Summer resident; tributaries (eBird 2019). This species could occur
within suitable habitat throughout Trinity County
There are two known occurrences of American badger
. . Dry, open stages of shrub and forest with within Shasta-Trinity National Forest (CNDDB 2018).
American badger Taidea taxns SRCY frirzﬁ)lepsoils ° This species could ct>yccur within suitabge habitat )
throughout Trinity County.
Fisher-West Coast Peteani . SSC North Coast coniferous forest, old growth, EIjSher N kI.lowrll fo occurr;ghfougho.ut Tmﬁity 80
DPS ekania pennanti /-/- st far ivers Nfltlona Fo‘rests. is species could occur
within suitable habitat throughout Trinity County.
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forests. Feeds almost exclusively on Douglas
fir needles. Will occasionally take needles of
grand fir, hemlock or spruce

Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State/Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Bre.ed O bru§hy stan.ds ol many Trinity County is within the historic range of Roosevelt
deciduous and conifer habitats with abundant . .
N N A elk. The Marble Mountains Elk Management Unit
) > > (EMU) was identified by CDEFW as part of a statewide
herbaceous and brush stages of forest . .
. . . elk management and conservation plan, and this EMU
. habitats. Require mature stands of deciduous . S . .
Cervus canadensis . . is located partially in the northern portion of Trinity
Roosevelt elk ) === and conifer forest habitats. Dense brush . . L
roosevelts . County. While elk are not common in Trinity County,
understory is used for escape and cover. . .
o conservation and translocation efforts have bolstered
Herds are sedentary within an annual home . .
. o 5T . the population in the county. Roosevelt elk likely occur
range or migrate altitudinally. During the rut S .
primarily within the northern portion of the county on
(August-November), bulls defend movable :
. . . land managed by the U.S. Forest Service.
breeding territories consisting of cow harems.
Ef;)r;tsetundreritory, ifttcuﬁﬂ%in niinan There are two historical (1911 and 1922) records of
Oregon snowshoe |  Lepus americanus abltats, of arcas with young Hrs wi Oregon snowshoe hare in Trinity County (CNDDB
. SSC/--/-- branches drooping to ground, and in patches . N . ..
hare Fklamathensis . 2018), and this species is known to occur in the Trinity
of ceanothus and manzanita within, or .
. . Mountains
bordering, fir or pine forests.
There is one known occurrence of pallid bat within
Prefers rocky outcrops, cliffs, and crevices Trinity County, along Deadwood Creek SW of
Pallid bat Abntrozous pallidus SSC/--/-- . Y B . Lewiston Lake (CNDDB 2018). However, this species
’ with access to open habitats for foraging . . .
could occur within suitable habitat throughout Trinity
County.
There have been several historical (1920’s)
Open areas are used for hunting, forested observations of this species in Shasta National Forest
habitats for cover and reproduction. Edges near the Trinity County — Siskiyou County border
Sierra Nevada red are utilized extensively. In lowlands, uses (CNDDB 2018). While Trinity County may be within
fox-southern Vulpes necator =S == fence lines, hedgerows, woodlots, and other the historic range of this species, only two small
Cascades DPS brushy, wooded areas for cover and populations of Sierra Nevada red fox are currently
reproduction, and hunts in cropland, wetland, | known: one near Lassen Peak and one near Sonora
urban habitats and other open areas Pass. This species is curtently unlikely to occur in
Trinity County.
North coast coniferous forest, old growth,
redwood. North coast fog belt from Oregon .
Sonoma tree voles have been observed in several areas
border to Sonoma County. In Douglas fir, of southwest Trinity County (CNDDB 2018). This
Sonoma tree vole Arborimus pomo SSC/--/-- redwood and montane hardwood-conifer W y founty )

species could occur within suitable habitat throughout
Trinity County
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State/Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Broadleaved upland forest, chaparral,
chenopod scrub, Great Basin grassland, Great
Basin scrub, Joshua tree woodland, lower
Kl/[oflmnzc??f:r?ué f;)iresrti, nm;a:lc;\tv jindgeflP, Townsend’s big-eared bat is known to occur in several
Townsend’s  big- Corynorhinus OJave desert scrub, riparian torest, rparia areas of Shasta-Trinity National Forest (CNDDB
e SSC/--/-- woodland, Sonoran Desert scrub. Throughout . . . ; :
eared bat townsendii S . . . 2018). This species could occur within suitable habitat
California in a wide variety of habitats. Most ..
. . . throughout Trinity County.
common in mesic sites. Roosts in the open,
hanging from walls and ceilings. Roosting sites
limiting. Extremely sensitive to human
disturbance.
Habltat gen'erahsl‘,ts, hls.torlcally OCCupyIng Contemporary sightings of gray wolves in California
diverse habitats including tundra, forests, . . .
. . . have included a pack within nearby Siskiyou County;
Gray wolf Canis lupus --/SE/FE grasslands, and deserts. Primary habitat = vo
. however, there have been no gray wolf sightings within
requirements are the presence of adequate .
Trinity County
ungulate prey, water, and low human contact.
North coast coniferous forest, old growth,
redwood. Occurs only in the coastal redwood | Humboldt marten is known to occur in several areas of
Martes canrina zone from the Oregon border south to Shasta-Trinity National Forest (CNDDB 2018). This
Humboldt marten humboldtensis SSC/SE/PT Sonoma County. Associated with late- species could occur within suitable habitat throughout
successional coniferous forests, prefer forests | Trinity County
with low, overhead cover
Riparian, forest, and shrub habitats in lower to | Ringtail is not tracked via CNDDB. However, the
Ringtail Bassariscus astutus --/--/FP middle elevations. Usually found within 0.6 species’ range includes Trinity County, which contains
mile of a permanent water source. suitable forest, riparian, and shrub habitat.
While the project site is located within the historic
range of this species, the only known wolverine in
Wolverine Glo FP/ST/PT Alp%ne, Moist forested ateas, Notth coast Cahf(.)rrna occurs in Tahoe Na.tlogal ForesF. The
conifer forests location of this known wolvetine is a considerable
distance from Trinity County, and this species is
therefore unlikely to occur in the county
Reptiles & Amphibians
Inhabits wet mountain areas in open
Cascades Frog Rana Cascadae SSC/CE/-- CRACTOnS eSS B E s R il el Known to occur in North Lakes project area
streams, pools, meadows, bogs, ponds, and
marshes lacking predatory fishes.
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Aquatic, Klamath/north coast flowing waters,
lower montane coniferous forest, north coast
coniferous forest, redwood, and riparian
Pacific tailed frog Ascaphus truei SSC/--/-- forest. Occurs in montane hardwood-conifer, | Known to occur in all project areas
redwood, Douglas fir and ponderosa pine
habitats. Restricted to perennial montane
streams. Tadpoles require water below 15°C.
Foothill yellow- Rana bovlii vob. 1 SSC/-/— Perennial, fast-flowing streams; deposit eggs Known to occur in all project areas
legged frog 2t pop- on underside of rocks; may migrate in winter pro)
Senilhein lonioad Ambystoma Found primarily in yellow pine, mixed conifer,
macrodactylum SSC and red fir forests associated with mountain Known to occur in North Lakes project area
salamander .
sigillatum meadows.
Aquatic, marsh, swamp, ponds and wetland
Western pond turtle | Emzys marmorata SSC/--/-- habitat, nest in adjacent uplands under loose Known to occur in Weaverville project area
dirt or leaf litter.
Fish and Aquatic Vertebrates
Aquatic; tivers and perennial/intermittent The chinook salmon upper Klamath and Trinity Rivers
Chinook Salmon — tributaties. Spring-run chinook in the Trinity ESU is known to occur in Trinity County within the
Upper Klamath Oncorhynchus __/ST/FT and Klamath River upstream of the mouth of | Trinity River and its tributaries (CNDDB 2018).
and Trinity River tshawytscha pop.30 the Trinity River. Major limiting factor for Critical habitat for this species is present within the
ESU juvenile chinook salmon is temperature, which | county.
strongly effects growth and survival.
Aquatic. Klamath/North coast flowing Coho salmon is known to occur within Trinity County
watets. Sacramento/San Joaquin flowing in the Trinity River (CNDDB 2018). This species is
waters. Federal listing refers to populations also raised at the Trinity River fish hatchery.
Coho salmon Oncorbynchus kisutch --/ST/FT between Cape Blanco, Oregon and Punta
Gorda, Humboldt County, California. State
listing refers to populations between the
Oregon border and Punta Gorda, California.
s Requites cold, cleat, water for spawning and Pacific lamprey is known to occur within the Trinity
Pacific lamprey - SSC/--/-- incubation. Ammocoetes need soft sediments | River (CDFW 2019b).
tridentatus . . . .
in which to burrow during rearing.
Requires cold, clear, water for spawning and CNDDB does not include any occurrences of Klamath
Klamath River Bl et SSC/- /- incubation. Ammocoetes need soft sediments | River lamprey in Trinity County (CNDDB 2019).
lamprey and loose gravel floors in which to burrow However, Trinity County is within the range of this
during rearing, species.
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
Aquanc.; Rivers ar}d perennial and intermittent CNDDB does not include any occurrences of the
Steelhead — Oncorbonch i tributaties. Aquatic. Klamath/North coast teclhead Klamath Mountains Province DPS in Trini
Klamath POTEYRERIS PIRISS SSC/--/-- flowing waters. Streams between Elk River, sreeticac » ama ouftains FrovInee - 0 Lrinity
Mountains DPS sridens pop. 1 Oregon, and the Klamath and Trinity Rivers C.Ouflty (CNDDB 2019) ) ngever, Trinity County is
. . . . within the range of this species.
in California, inclusive.
Aquatic. Klamath/Notth coast flowing
watets. Sacramento/San Joaquin flowing Summer-run steelhead trout is known to occur within
waters. Northern California coastal streams Trinity County in the Eel, Mad, Trinity, and New
Steelhead- Summer | Oncorhynchus mykiss SSC/-/— south to Middle Fork Eel River. Within range | Rivers and their tributaries (CNDDB 2018). This
Run DPS pop. 36 iridens pop. 36 of Klamath Mtns province DPS and Northern | species could occur within suitable aquatic habitat
California DPS. Cool, swift, shallow water and | throughout these watersheds. Critical habitat for this
clean loose gravel for spawning, and suitably species is present within the county
large pools in which to spend the summer.
There are several known occurrences of Trinity bristle
Riparian forest. Known only from along a few | snail within Shasta-Trinity National Forest associated
Rl s streams in the Trinity River drainage. Juveniles | with various tributaries to the Trinity River (CNDDB
Trinity bristle snail . -/ST/-- are found under bark of standing dead 2018). This species could occur elsewhere in Trinity
broadleaf trees, and the species may require County within suitable habitat in the Ttinity River
this habitat. watershed, including both aquatic and terrestrial
habitat.
In California, Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee has a very
Pacific coast from Alaska to far northern limited distribution, occurring only in the Klamath
California, east to Nebraska. An inquiline in Mountain region in the northern part of the state.
Suckley’s cuckoo B . the colonies of other bumblebees. Adult food | While the population of this species has declined
bumble bee ombus suckley /R lant genera include Aster, Centaurea dramatically, and individuals of the species have not
P g > > s p
Cirsium, Trifolium, Chrysothamnus, been found recently in Trinity County, it is possible
Helichrysum. that the species may persist within suitable habitat in
the county.
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Table 2
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS WILDLIFE SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat
Name Name (CDFW /State /Fed) Description Potential to Occur in Project Area
There is one known historic (1969) occurrence of
Franklin’s bumble bee in Trinity County, within the
Trinity Alps Wilderness (CNDDB 2019). The historic
This species has precipitously declined since range of this species in California included only
Franklin’s bumble . 1998 and is now found only in southern Siskiyou and Trinity Counties (The Xerces Society
bee Bonbus franklini e Oregon and northern Ca]if?)rnia between the 2018%. While the ptgpulation oghis species has ?
Coast and Sierra-Cascade Ranges. declined dramatically, and individuals of the species
have not been found recently in Trinity County, it is
possible that the species may persist within suitable
habitat in the county.
There are no known occurrences of crotch bumble bee
within Trinity County (CNDDB 2019). This species
Coastal California east to the Sierra-Cascade Was ofiee common throughout the southern two—thirFi S
d south into Mexico. Food plant of California but.ls now largely ~absent from most of it
Crotch bumble bee Bombus crotchii --/SC/-- crest an I P . (The Xerces Society 2018). While the population of
genera include Antirrthinum, Phacelia, Clarkia, hi ies has declined d deall dindividual
Dendromecon, Eschscholzia, and Eriogonum. this species fas decined dramatica by, anc Mcviaua's
of the species have not been found recently in Trinity
County, it is possible that the species may persist
within suitable habitat in the county.
Found in mixed woodlands, farmlands, utban
Western bumble Bombus occidentalis _/SC/- areas, montane meadows and prairie Potential to occur in suitable habitat throughout
bee grasslands often utilizing rodent burrows for Trinity County. Mixed woodlands, Rodent burrows
nesting habitat

FT: federally listed as threatened; FE: federally listed as endangered; FC: Candidate for listing; FD: Federally delisted ST state listed as threatened SE: state listed as endangered CDFW SSC: Species of Special Concern;
CDFW FP: CDFW fully protected; CDFW WL: CDFW watch list CV: Central Valley SCE State Candidate Endangered
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Table 3
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial herb occurring in chaparral
. . . . (montane), lower montane coniferous forest, | Known to occur: North Lake area
Blushing wild Eriogonum ursinum var. . . . .
1B.3 rocky, scree, and talus habitats. Present at No potential to occur as project area is
buckwheat ernbescens . .
elevations between 1600-1900 meters and below known elevation range.
blooms June-September.
Perennial herb occurring in broad-leafed Known to occur: Weaverville area
upland forest, chaparral, lower montane Potential to occur: all project areas
Canyon Creek Sedum paradisum ssp. coniferous forest, subalpine coniferous forest, | where the following exist: Broad-
. 1B.3 Iy ‘
stonecrop paradisum granitic, and rocky habitats. Present at leafed Forest, Chaparral, Lower
elevations between 200-2100 meters and montane coniferous forest, Granitic
blooms between June-July. and Rocky habitats
Perennial herb occurring in chaparral, lower | Potential to occur: North Lake project
and upper montane coniferous forest, areas where the following exist:
Engelmann's lomatium | Lomatium engelmannii 43 serpentinite habitats. Present at elevations Setpentinite microhabitats above 1150
between 1150-2300 meters and blooms June- | meters within chaparral, lower
August. montane coniferous forest
Perennial herb occurring in broad-leafed
.. upland forest, chaparral, cismontane . . .
0 .. Lewisia cotyledon var. . No potential to occur as project area is
Howell's lewisia .. 3.2 woodland, lower montane coniferous forest, .
howellii . . above known elevation range.
and rocky habitats. Present at elevations
between 100-400 meters; blooms April-June.
. L Known to occur in North Lake area.
Perennial herb occurring in chaparral, ] . .
. Potential to occur in all project areas
cismontane woodland, closed-cone : . .
] : whete the following exist: Serpentinite
. . . coniferous forest, valley and foothill ) . M
Indian Valley brodiaea Brodiaea rosea 3.1 . . microhabitats within chapartal
grassland, and serpentinite habitats. Present . ’
cismontane woodland, closed-cone
between 335-1450 meters and blooms May- . )
June. coniferous forest, valley and foothill
grassland
. Known to occur: North Lake area
Annual herb occutring in chapatral, . .
. Potential to occur: all project areas
. . cismontane woodland, lower montane i .
. Clarkia borealis ssp. . . where the following exist: below 800
Northern clarkia . 4.3 coniferous forest, and roadsides (often). . .
borealis meters in chaparral, cismontane

Present at elevations between 400-800 meters
and blooms June-July.

woodland, lower montane coniferous
forest, and roadsides
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Table 3

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial hetb occurting in chaparral, Potential to occur: North Lake project
cismontane woodland, lower montane areas where the following exist:
Purdy's fritillary Fritillaria purdyi 43 coniferous forest, and serpentinite habitats. Setpentinite microhabitats within
Present at elevations between 400-2100 chaparral, cismontane woodland,
meters and blooms March-June. lower montane coniferous forest
Perennial hetb occurting in chapatral, lower Potential to occur: North Lake project
Bsgalle-Aoiaiad LB montane coniferous forest, upper montane areas where the following exist:
Washineton lilv e - 4.3 coniferous forest, and serpentinite habitats. Serpentinite microhabitats within
gt ¥ p- Present at elevations between 300-2000 chapartal, lower montane coniferous
meters and blooms June-August. forest
Perennial herb occurring in broad-leafed Potential to occur: all project areas
upland forest, chaparral, upper and lower . . .
montane coniferous forest, North Coast e e folllowtics ehis Sepoint s
Redwood lily Lilium rubescens 4.2 : il fd and roadside microhabitats within
coniferous forest, Roadsides, and Serpentinite broad leafed upland f b 1
habitats. Present at elevations between 30- ) road-icated uplan " OreSt’fC aparral,
1800 meters and blooms May-August. ower montane coniferous forest
. . Potential to occur: North Lake project
Siskiyou false- Perennial herb occurring in chaparral, lower areas where the following exist: Clay
) Veratrum insolitum 4.3 montane coniferous forest, and clay habitats. . . o & e
hellebore . microhabitats within chaparral, lower
Present at elevations below 900 meters. .
montane coniferous forest
. . L Known to occut: North Lake Area
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in lower . .
. Potential to occur: all project areas
and upper montane coniferous forest, where the followine exist: lower
Brownish beaked-rush | Rbynchospora capitellata 2B.2 marshes, swamps, meadows, seeps, and mesic . & :
. . montane coniferous forest, marshes,
habitats. Present at elevations below 2000 .
) swamps, meadows, seeps, and mesic
meters and blooms July-August. .
habitats
Perennial herb occurring in bogs, fens, lower | Potential to occur: all project areas
California ladv's Coprivedinm montane coniferous forest, seeps, serpentinite | where the following exist: bogs, fens,
dlivper Y fj ifofn S 4.2 (usually), and Streambank habitats. Present at | lower montane coniferous forest,
PP elevations between 50-2200 metets and seeps, serpentinite, and Streambank
blooms April-July. habitats
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane Potential to occur: all project areas
o coniferous forest, North Coast coniferous where the following exist: seeps
Cypripedinm 2 g P
Clustered lady's-slipper fjir]; z'cﬁ i 4.2 forest, seeps (usually), serpentinite (usually), (usually), serpentinite (usually), and
a a

and Streambanks. Present at elevations 100-
2000 meters and blooms March-]July.

Streambanks within lower montane
coniferous forest

23




Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Table 3
POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES
Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
. . .. Known to occur: Weaverville and
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in lower
montane coniferous forest (mesic). Present at INosela Ll e
Dudley's rush Juncus dudleyi 2B.3 . : Potential to occur: all project areas
elevations below 2000 meters and blooms . .
where the following exist: lower
July-August. . .
montane coniferous forest (mesic)
Perennial herb occurring in broad-leafed Known to occur: all project areas
upland forest, upper and lower montane Potential to occur: all project areas
. coniferous forest, marshes and swamps, where the following exist: broad-leafed
English Peak o ; . .
. Smilax jamesii 4.2 North Coast coniferous forest, lake margins, forest, lower montane coniferous
greenbrier . . ¢ .
mesic (sometimes), and streambank habitats. forest, marshes, swamps, lake margins,
Present at elevations between 1500-2500 mesic (sometimes), and streambank
meters and blooms May-July. habitats
Perennial grass-like hetb occurring in Great Potential to occur: North Lake project
, . Basin scrub, and lower montane coniferous areas where the following exist: lower
Geyer's sedge Carex geyeri 4.2 . .
forest. Present at elevations between 900- montane coniferous forest above 900
2100 meters and blooms May-August. meters
. .. Potential to occur: North Lake project
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane . .
. .. areas where the following exist:
. . coniferous forest (gravelly, serpentinite). .. . .
Glaucous tauschia Taunschia glanca 4.3 . Gravelly or serpentinite microhabitats
Present at elevations between 80-1700 meters o .
. within lower montane coniferous
and blooms April-June.
forest
. . Known to occur: All project areas
iy Perennial herb. Occurs in rocky lower W " Pro)s
] . Lewisia cotyledon var. . . Potential to occur: all project areas
Hecknet's lewisia . 1B.2 montane coniferous forest. Elevations of . .
heckneri where the following exist: rocky lower
740-6890 feet. Blooms May-]uly. .
montane coniferous forest
Shrub occurring in lower montane coniferous . .
g . Potential to occur: North Lake project
forest, subalpine coniferous forest, upper . i
. . o areas where the following exist:
. montane coniferous forest, with Granitic or . . .
Kern ceanothus Ceanothus pinetorum 4.3 . . . Granitic or Rocky microhabitats
Rocky microhabitats. Present at elevations - .
within lower montane coniferous
between 1050-2750 meters and blooms May-
forest above 1050 meters
June.
. . Known to occur: All project areas
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane . .
. . . Potential to occur: all project areas
Klamath Mountain . coniferous forest, and serpentinite (usually) . .
Silene salmonacea 1B.2 where the following exist: lower

catchfly

habitats. Present at elevations between 760-
1050 meters and blooms in June.

montane coniferous forest, and
serpentinite habitats
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POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Table 3

bedstraw

scotticum

elevations between 1000-2000 meters and
blooms June-July.

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial herb occurring in broad-leafed . .
. Potential to occur: all project areas
upland forest, cismontane woodland, lower . .
. S . ; where the following exist: broad-leafed
Mountain lady's-slipper | Cypripedium montanum 4.2 montane coniferous forest, and North Coast .
. . upland forest, cismontane woodland,
coniferous forest. Present at elevations 200- lower montane coniferous forest
Wi u S
2200 meters and blooms March-June.
. L Potential to occur: Weaverville project
Perennial herb occurring in cismontane . .
. area where the following exist:
woodland, lower montane coniferous forest, onenines. roadsides and rock
Nelson's stringflower Silene nelsonii 4.3 roadsides, and rocky habitats. Present at P 8%, N Y
. microhabitats within cismontane
elevations between 290-1430 meters and .
. woodland, lower montane coniferous
blooms April-June.
forest
Perennial herb occurring in bogs, fens, upper | Known to occur: North Lake area
and lower montane coniferous forest, Potential to occur: all project areas
Oregon fireweed Epilobium oreganum 1B.2 meadows, seeps, and mesic habitats. Present where the following exist: bogs, fens,
at elevations between 550-1800 meters and lower montane coniferous forest,
blooms July-August. meadows, seeps, and mesic habitats
. .. Known to occur: North Lake Area
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane . .
. Potential to occur: all project areas
coniferous forest, meadows, seeps, clay, . .
. o C . .. . where the following exist: lower
Pickering's ivesia Lvesia pickeringii 1B.2 mesic, and serpentinite habitats. Present at .
) montane coniferous forest, meadows,
elevations between 800-1500 meters and i .
seeps, clay, mesic, and serpentinite
blooms July-August. .
habitats
Perennial herb found in bogs and fens, lower | Known to occur: Weaverville
montane coniferous forest, meadows and Potential to occur: all project areas
Rattlesnake fern Botrypus virginianus 2B.2 seeps, and riparian forest. Occurs at where the following exist: bogs, fens,
elevations of 2345 to 4445 feet. Blooming lower montane coniferous forest,
period June through September. meadows, seeps, and riparian forest
. L. Potential to occur: North Lake project
Perennial herb occurring in lower and upper . .
. e . .. areas where the following exist: above
Salmon Mountains Trillium ovatum ssp. montane coniferous forest, and ripatian . . .
. . 4.2 . 1200 meters in mesic microhabitats
wakerobin oettingeri scrub. Present at elevations between 1200- o .
. within lower montane coniferous
2000 meters and blooms February-April. o
forest, and riparian scrub
. . Potential to occur: North Lake project
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane . .
. . . . L. areas where the following exist: above
Scott Mountain Galinm serpenticum ssp. coniferous forest (serpentinite). Present at . . <
1B.2 1000 meters in serpentinite

microhabitats within lower montane
coniferous forest
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Table 3

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial herb occurring in upper and lower
. montane coniferous forest, meadows, seeps, Known to occur: North Lake area
Scott Mountain . . . L . . .
Howellanthus dalesianus 4.3 subalpine coniferous forest, and serpentinite | No potential to occur as project area is

howellanthus . . .
habitats. Present at elevations between 1500- | below known elevation range.
2000 meters and blooms May-August.
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane Known to occur: North Lake Area

. L coniferous forest, rocky (often), and Potential to occur: all project areas
Scott Mountains fawn Erythroninm citrinum o . . . .
il var. roderickii 4.3 serpentinite habitats. Present at elevations where the following exist: lower
Y ’ between 850-1300 meters and blooms March- | montane coniferous forest, rocky, and

June. serpentinite habitats
Perennial herb occurring in upper and lower | Known to occur: North Lake Area
montane coniferous forest, sandy, and Potential to occur: all project areas

Shasta chaenactis Chaenactis suffrutescens 1B.3 serpentinite habitats. Present at elevations where the following exist: lower
between 700-2300 meters and blooms May- montane coniferous forest, sandy, and
August. serpentinite habitats
Perennial herb occurring in cismontane Potential to occur: North Lake project
woodland, lower montane coniferous forest, areas where the following exist:

Shasta County arnica Arnica venosa 4.2 disturbed ateas (often), and roadsides (often). | roadsides and disturbed areas within
Present at elevations between 400-1400 cismontane woodland, lower montane
meters and blooms May-June. coniferous forest
Perennial herb occurring in lower montane Potential to occur: North Lake project

. . . coniferous forest (serpentinite). Present at areas where the following exist:

Silky balsamroot Balsamorhiza sericea 1B.3 . (serp ) - . s exist:
elevations between 400-1800 meters and serpentinite microhabitats within
blooms May-June. lower montane coniferous forest
A lichen occurring on submerged rocks of,
more commonly, on rocks in the splash zone | Known to occur: North Lake Area
of stream channels within coastal prairie, Potential to occur: all project areas

. o Dermatocarpon . . .
Silverskin lichen . . 2B.3 upper and lower montane coniferous forest, where the following exist: rocky
metophyllizum . . .
North Coast coniferous forest, and subalpine | streams, lower montane coniferous
coniferous forest habitats. Present at forest
elevations between 61-2300 meters.
Perennial herb occurring in upper and lower | Potential to occur: North Lake project
montane coniferous forest, Rocky, and areas where the following exist: above
Siskiyou onion Allinm siskiyonense 4.3 Serpentinite habitats. Present at elevations 900 meters in rocky or serpentinite

between 900-2500 meters and blooms April-
June.

microhabitats within lower montane
coniferous forest
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Table 3

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

at elevations between 1270-2600 meters and
blooms July-September.

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in upper Potential to occur: North Lake project
and lower montane coniferous forest, areas where the following exist: above
Siskiyou sedge Carex: scabrinscula 4.3 meadows, seeps, and Mesic habitats. Present | 850 meters in mesic microhabitats
at elevations between 850-2300 meters and within lower montane coniferous
blooms June-July. forest, meadows, seeps
Perennial herb occurring in cismontane Known to occur: All project areas
Threadleaved woodland, lower montane coniferous forest, | Potential to occur: all project areas
beardtoneue Penstemon filiformis 4.2 rocky, and serpentinite habitats. Present at where the following exist: cismontane
& elevations between 400-1700 meters and woodland, lower montane coniferous
blooms May-]July. forest, rocky, and serpentinite habitats
Annual herb occurring in broad-leafed upland | Potential to occur: Weaverville project
forest, lower montane coniferous forest, areas where the following exist: rocky
Tracy's collomia Collomia tracyi 4.3 rocky, and serpentinite (sometimes) habitats. | or serpentinite microhabitats within
Present at elevations between 30-2100 meters | broad-leafed upland forest, lower
and blooms June-September. montane coniferous forest
Perennial herb occurring in upper and lower | Potential to occur: North Lake project
Tracy's lomatium T omatinm tracyi 43 montane coniferous forest, serpentinite. areas where the following exist:
y 2 Present at elevations between 500-1500 serpentinite microhabitats within
meters and blooms May-June. lower montane coniferous forest
Petennial herb occurring in coastal bluff
& L Known to occur: North Lake Area
scrub, coastal dunes, coastal prairie, lower . .
. . . Potential to occur: all project areas
Wolf's evening- . montane coniferous forest, mesic, and sandy . .
. Oenothera wolfii 1B.1 . . where the following exist: lower
primrose habitats. Present at elevations less than 100 . .
. .. montane coniferous forest, mesic, and
meters or around 800 meters in Trinity .
. sandy habitats
County. Blooms in May-October.
Perennial herb occurring in north-facing,
serpentinite microhabitats within subalpine Known to occur: North Lake Area
Sawyer’s pussy toes Antennaria sawyeri 1B.2 coniferous forests. Present at elevations No potential to occur as project area is
between 2075-2430 meters and blooms June- | below known elevation range.
August.
Petennial rhizomatous herb occurring in
meadows, seeps, subalpine coniferous forest, | Known to occur: North Lake Area
Wilkin’s harebell Campanunla wilkinsiana 1B.2 and upper montane coniferous forest. Present | No potential to occur as project area is

below known elevation range.
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Table 3

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

at elevations between 800-1900 meters and
blooms August-September.

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial rhizomatous herb occurring in
meadows, seeps, bogs, fens, upper and lower | Known to occur: North Lake Area
Scalloped moonwort Botrychium crenulatum 2B.2 montane coniferous forest, marshes and No potential to occur as project area is
swamps. Present at elevations between 1268- | below known elevation range.
3280 meters and blooms June-September.
Perennial rhizomatous herb occurring in
mesic and serpentinite microhabitats within
meadows seeps boos. fens. and or Known to occur: North Lake Area
Showy raillardella Raillardella pringlei 1B.2 > SECPS, DOgS, ’ bp No potential to occur as project area is
montane coniferous forest. Present at below known elevation ran
. elow known elevation range.
elevations between 1200-2290 meters and g
blooms July-September.
. . .. Known to occur: North Lake Area
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in bogs, . .
fens. marshes. swamps. meadows and seens Potential to occur: all project areas
. s W W s. . .
Bristle-stalked sedge Carex leptalea 2B.2 ’ o UL, p where the following exist: in bogs,
Present at elevations less than 700 meters and
fens, marshes, swamps, meadows and
blooms June-August.
seeps
Perennial carnivorous herb occurring in bogs, | Potential to occur: North Lake project
. . . C fens, meadows, seeps, Mesic, and Serpentinite | areas where the following exist: mesic
California pitcherplant | Darlingtonia californica 4.2 iy y B2 HESTS, p _ . & o
habitats. Present at elevations between 60- and serpentinite microhabitats within
2200 meters and blooms April-June. bogs, fens, meadows, seeps
. .. Known to occur: North Lake Area
Perennial herb occurring in bogs, fens, . .
. . Potential to occur: all project areas
Cascade grass-of- Parnassia cirrata var. meadows, seeps, rocky, and serpentinite . .
. . 2B.2 . . where the following exist: bogs, fens,
Parnassus intermedia habitats. Present at elevations between 700-
meadows, seeps, rocky, and
2900 meters and blooms August-September. . 2
serpentinite habitats
Perennial grass-like herb occutrring in bogs, Known to occur: North Lake Area
Schoenoplectus fens, marshes, swamps, meadows and seeps. Potential to occur: all project areas
Water bulrush . 2B.2 . . .
subterminalis Present at elevations less than 2300 meters where the following exist: bogs, fens,
and blooms in summetr. marshes, swamps, meadows and seeps
Perennial grass-like thizomatous herb . . .
s Potential to occur: Weaverville project
occurring in meadows, seeps, upper montane . .
" .. . . . areas where the following exist: above
Regel's rush Juncus regelii 2B.3 coniferous forest, and mesic habitats. Present

800 meters in mesic microhabitats
within meadows and seeps
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Table 3

POTENTIALLY OCCURRING SPECIAL-STATUS PLANT SPECIES

Present at elevations of 0-8480 feet and
blooms April to August.

Common Scientific Conservation Status Habitat Potential to Occur in Project
Name Name CA Rare Plant Rank Description Area
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in marshes | Known to occur: Weaverville Area
. . and swamps (streambanks). Present at Potential to occur: all project areas
Porcupine sedge SRl e 28.1 elevationspl'es(s than 500 m)eters and blooms where the following efist:] marshes,
May-June. swamps, streambanks
Perennial grass-like herb occurring in boggy L(ntowtg ;O oceur: N(l)lrth L.akte Area
White beaked-rush Rhbynchospora alba 2B.2 open sites at elevations less than 5250 feet. otenta to occur: all project areas
T g . p— \yhere the following exist: boggy open
y-ug sites
Perennial herb occurring in upper montane Potential to occur: North Lake project
Tz lihns Rt G 43 coniferous forest. Present at elevations areas where the following exist: above
’ between 800-2080 meters and blooms May- 800 meters in montane coniferous
July. forest
L . Known to occur: North Lake Area
Engelmann spruce Picea engelmanni 2B.2 Tree occurring in upper montane coniferous No potential to occur as project area is
’ forest between 1200-2100 meters. .
below known elevation range.
A Shrub occurring in rocky outcrops, slopes, Known to occur: North Lake Area
. retostaphylos . . . . .
Klamath manzanita Llamathensis 1B.2 and subalpine forest. Present at elevations No potential to occur as project area is
between 5250-6600 feet and blooms May-July | below known elevation range.
Annual parasitic vine occurring along Known to occur: North Lake Area
pses dlodi: G o 1B2 stteambanks in North Coast coniferous No potential to occur as project area is
’ forest. Present at elevations between 1200- outside known range and below
2300 meters and blooms July-September. known elevation range.
Carnivorous perennial rhizomatous herb
occurring in bogs and fens, meadows and
California pitcherplant | Darlingtonia californica 4.2 seeps, mesic areas, and Serpentinite habitats. | Known to occur: North Lake Area
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Conclusion of the Mitigated Negative Declaration

ENVIRONMENTAL PERMITS

® Order R5-2017-0061 Waste Discharge Requirements General Order for Discharges Related
to Timberland Management Activities for Non-Federal and Federal Lands.

® Timber Harvest Plan (THP) Exemption (Section 1038)

® North Coast Air Quality Management District Non-Standard Burn Permit

MITIGATION MEASURES

In addition to the Best Management Practices (BMPs) implemented during the project, the mitigation
measures contained in the Checklist section of this document will be implemented by Trinity County
Resource Conservation District to avoid or minimize environmental impacts. Implementation of these
mitigation measures will reduce the environmental impacts of the proposed project to a less than
significant level.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

This IS-MND has been prepared to assess the project’s potential effects on the environment and as
an appraisal of the significance of those effects. Based on this IS-MND, it has been determined that
the proposed project will not have any significant effects on the environment after implementation of
mitigation measures. This conclusion is supported by the following findings:

1. The proposed project will have no effect related to agriculture and forest resources, energy,
land use and planning, mineral resources, population and housing, public services, recreation,
utility and service systems, and wildfire.

2. The proposed project will have a less-than-significant impact on aesthetics, air quality, geology
and soils, greenhouse gas emissions, hazards and hazardous materials, hydrology and water
quality, noise, transportation, and utilities and service systems.

3. Mitigation is required to reduce potentially significant impacts related to biological resources,
cultural resources, tribal cultural resources, and mandatory findings of significance.

The Initial Study-Environmental Checklist included in this document discusses the results of resource-
specific environmental impact analyses that were conducted by the Department. This initial study
revealed that less-than-significant environmental effects could result from the proposed project.
TCRCD has found, in consideration of the entire record, that there is no substantial evidence the
proposed project as currently mitigated would result in a significant effect upon the environment. The
IS-MND is therefore the appropriate document for CEQA compliance.
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INITIAL STUDY-ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project involving
at least one impact that is a potentially significant impact as indicated by the checklist on the
following pages.

Project Title: Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Lead Agency Name and Address: Trinity County Resource Conservation District (TCRCD),
P.O. Box 1450, Weaverville, CA 96093

Contact Person & Phone Number:

CAL FIRE Project Manager: Ben Rowe Forester 111 (530) 225-2432

Lead Agency: TCRCD, Forest Health Program Coordinator Bethany Llewellyn (530) 623-6004
Grantee: The McConnell Foundation, Director of Land Management Alex Carter (530) 226-6249
Document Preparer: VESTRA Resources, Inc., Wendy Johnston, Kristine Cloward, Nicolaas
VanOoyen, Anna Prang (530) 223-2585

Project Location: Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) throughout Trinity County (See Figure 1).

Project Sponsor’s Name and Address: The McConnell Foundation, 800 Shasta View Drive,
Redding, CA 96003

General Plan_Designation: Agricultural (A), Community Expansion (CE), Community
Residential (CR), Resource (RE), Rural Residential (RR), and Village (V). See Figures 5A to 5C.

Zoning: Agricultural (A), Agricultural Forest (AF), Duplex Residential District (R2), Highway
Commercial (HC), Retail Commercial (C1), Rural Residential 1 Acre min (RR1), Rural
Residential 10 Acre min (RR10), Rural Residential 2.5 Acre min (RR2.5), Single Family Res. -
High Density (R1), Single Family Res. - Low Density (R1A), Specific Unit Development (SUD),
Timber Production Zone (TPZ), and Unclassified (UNC). See Figures 6A to 6C.

Description of Project: Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting: Multiple land uses adjacent PAAs.

Other public agencies whose approval may be required: NA

Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

[ Aesthetics O Greenhouse Gas Emissions O Public Services

O Agriculture Resources O Hazards & Hazardous Materials O Recreation

O Air Quality O Hydrology and Water Quality O Transportation

Biological Resources [0 Land Use and Planning [ Utilities and Service Systems
Cultural Resources O Mineral Resources O Wildfire

O Energy 1 Noise Mandatory Findings of Significance
[0 Geology and Soils O Population and Housing
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Project

Determination
On the basis of this initial evaluation:

O

| find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION would be prepared.

| find that although the proposed project COULD have a significant effect on the environment, there WOULD
NOT be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by
the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION would be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant unless
mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based on
the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project COULD have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or
mitigated pursuant to that earlier ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project,
nothing further is required.

Name:
Title:

Date

Trinity County Resource Conservation District
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Environmental Checklist and Discussion

AESTHETICS
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Except as provided in Public Resources Code ~ Significant  Significant  significant
. . Impact with Mitigation impact
§ 21099, would the pro!ect_have a substantial Incorporated
adverse effect on a scenic vista?
O O X O

a) The Trinity County General Plan-Open Space Element identifies the use of “Scenic Conservation
Overlay Zone (SC)” so that the “beauty and rural character will not be permanently destroyed and so
that the many areas of unusual scenic beauty which are unique in Trinity County and in the United
States will be preserved in order to retain its spectacular beauty to the greatest extent possible.” Trinity
County Otrdinance 315 Section 25 states the following areas are potentially subject to the Scenic
Conservation Overlay Zone:
® The areas lying within the 100-year flood plain of the streams and reservoirs designated as
public waterways in the County Subdivision Ordinance (Trinity River below Lewiston Dam,
North Fork of the Trinity, New River, South Fork of the Trinity, main trunk of the Eel River,
North Fork of the Eel River up to Shannon Butte, Middle Fork of the Eel River, Mad River
up to Ruth Reservoir, Trinity Lake, Lewiston Lake, Ruth Reservoir, Ewing Reservoir).

® The areas lying adjacent to and within 50 feet of public roads and highways, designated as
Scenic Highways by the Board of Supervisors (Trinity Dam Blvd (Rd 105), Rush Creek Road
(Rd 204), Canyon Creek Road (Rd 401), and Sky Ranch Road (Rd 412)).

® Other such streams designated in the General Plan as scenic waterways.

These areas which are subject to the overlay are denoted with “SC” appearing after a zone abbreviation
of the Sectional District Maps. No parcel included in the project area contains areas meeting the
criteria above nor has any parcel been zoned with the SC overlay. The change in vegetation will not
be noticeable when viewed from a distance since large healthy trees will be retained with a spacing of
30 feet. Impacts to scenic vistas will not be substantially adverse. Less-than-significant impact.

b) Except as provided in Public Resources Code 8  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
21099, would the project substantially damage ~ Significant  Significant significant
. . . T Impact with Mitigation impact
scenic resources, |n(_:Iud|ng, bu_t not I|m|_teq to, Incorporated
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings
within a state scenic highway? O | o X

b) The project area does not include officially designated State Scenic Highways. No impact.

c) Except as provided in Public Resources Code  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
§ 21099, in non-urbanized areas, would the  Significant  Significant significant
. . . - Impact with Mitigation impact
project substantially degrade the existing Incorporated
visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are O O X O

33



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

those that are experienced from publicly
accessible vantage point.) If the project is in an
urbanized area, would the project conflict with
applicable zoning and other regulations
governing scenic quality?

c) The project is located in non-urbanized areas. The PAAs are adjacent to public roadways and will
be visible to the public. The existing visual character varies for each PAA, but generally consists of
rural areas with dense vegetation adjacent to public roadways. The project includes removal of
vegetation, small-diameter trees, closely spaced trees, and dead and dying trees. Within the treatment
area, trees spaced 30 feet apart will remain and grasses will be retained as feasible for erosion control.
The removal of vegetation will result in a change to the existing character of the site which could be
noticeable from public areas in close distance to the treatment areas; however, the change will not be
substantially different from existing conditions since large-diameter trees will be retained at a spacing
of 30 feet. The project will not substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public
views of the site and the surroundings area, nor would it conflict with zoning or any other regulations
governing scenic quality. Less-than-significant impact.

d) Except as provided in Public Resources Code § 2?3,?.?.12'3 é?;ﬁ.f.TcTn'l i?;ﬁ.ﬁ?:ﬁt o imeee
21099, would the project create a new source of Impact with Mitigation impact
substantial light or glare which would adversely Incorporated
affect day or nighttime views in the area? O O O =

d) The project does not include the installation or use of any new lighting sources or structures that
would be a new source of glare. The project will not create substantial light or glare that would affect
day or nighttime views in the area. No impact.

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland,

Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide E."g‘ﬁ.?li'!]yt é?jﬁ.fm i?gsns.ffziﬁt o mpad
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps Impact with Mitigation impact

prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Incorporated

Monitoring Program of the California O O O X

Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

a) The project area does not contain California Important Farmland as mapped by the California
Department of Conservation. Hazardous fuel reduction activities within the project area will not result
in the conversion of Farmland to a non-agricultural uses. No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would the project conflict with existing zoning ~ Significant  Significant significant
. . Impact with Mitigation impact
for agricultural use or a Williamson Act Incorporated
contract?
O m| O X
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b) The project does not include land enrolled in a Williamson Act Contract as mapped by the
California Department of Conservation California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder. Trinity County
is listed as a “non-reporting participant,” as such recent information was not available for Williamson
Act enrollments. Public information from 2016 was used to identify parcels with enrollments within
the project area. The project will not result in a development or change in use of these lands to non-
agricultural uses. No impact.

¢) Would the project conflict with existing zoning

for, or cause rezoning of forest land (as defined  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
in  Public Resources Code §12220(g)), Silgn”‘cﬁ”t ,ﬁ:gﬁiﬂca;‘ﬁ significant

timberland (as defined by Public Resources eac Vﬂmrp'(;?:té%n mpac

Code 84526), or timberland zoned Timberland

Production (as defined by Government Code o o o X
851104(9))?

c) Portions of the project are Zoned Timber Production Zone (TPZ) or Timberland (TZ). None of
the landholding within the treatment areas will be rezoned and will remain TPZ or TZ. The project
would not result in rezoning of forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code §12220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code §4520), or timberland zoned Timberland Production
(as defined by Government Code §51104(g). No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
. . Significant Significant significant
d) Would the project result in the loss of forest land Impact with Mitigation impact
or conversion of forest land to non-forest use? Incorporated
O O O X

d) Forested lands are present within the project areas. Approximately 78 percent of the area to be
treated includes a forested landscape. The type of forested land included in descending number of
acres is Ponderosa Pine, Montane Hardwood, Montane Hardwood-Conifer, and Sierra Mixed Conifer.
The project will result in fuel reduction and thinning within the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) and
will aid in protecting forested lands from wildfire. Forest lands within the project site are included in
Figures 12A to12C of Attachment A. The project will not result in the loss of forest land or conversion
of forest land to non-forest uses. No impact.

. . . Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
e) WQU_Id the prgle‘:t involve o_ther changes In th_e Significan); Significant significant P
existing environment, which, due to their Impact with Mitigation impact
location or nature, could result in conversion of Incorporated
-aqri 2
farmland to non-agricultural use~ O O O =

e) The project does not involve changes in the existing environment which could result in conversion
of farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No impact.
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AIR QUALITY
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct  Significant  Significant significant
] . . . . Impact with Mitigation impact
implementation of the applicable air quality Incorporated
plan?
O O X O

a) The North Coast Air Quality Management District (AQMD) which includes Trinity County is listed
as “attainment” or “unclassified” for all the federal and state ambient air quality standards. There is
no air quality plan applicable to the project area The project does not include a permanent source of
emissions.

Trinity County Resource Conservation District will have an approved Smoke Management Plan and
Non-Standard Burn Permit from the North Coast Air Quality Management District (NCAQMD)
for all burning operations which will ensure compliance with all applicable air quality standards.

The project will result in short-term emissions of PM10 and ozone precursors (reactive organic gases
(ROG) and nitrogen oxides (NOXx)) through mobile sources including equipment, contractor worker
trips, and offsite disposal of biomass as feedstock for biomass facilities. Emissions generated from
using biomass from the project as fuel for biomass facilities will not exceed the permitted capacity or
volume allowed by the applicable permits for each biomass facility. All emissions will be short term in
nature. BMPs will be implemented during the project as described under b) below that will minimize
ozone emissions generated by vehicles and equipment used during project implementation. Less-
than-significant impact.

b) Would the project result in a cumulatively  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
considerable net increase of any criteria  Significant Significant significant
. . . . Impact with Mitigation impact
pollutant for which the project region is non- Incorporated
attainment under an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard? o o X O

b) Trinity County is designated as attainment for all federal and state ambient air quality standards.
The project will result in minor, short-term emissions of PM10 and ozone precursors (ROG and
NOx). The following BMPs which include applicable BMPs contained in the FEMA Programmatic
Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada, will be implemented by the
treatment contractor during project activities:

® All exposed unpaved surfaces shall be watered two times per day to limit dust generation.

e All haul trucks transporting soil, chips, or other loose material offsite shall be covered.

e All visible mud or dirt track-out onto adjacent public roads shall be removed using wet power
vacuum street sweepers at least once per day. The use of dry power sweeping is prohibited.

® All vehicle speeds on unpaved roads shall be limited to 15 mph.

® Monitor dust-generating activities and implement appropriate measures for maximum dust
control.

e Idling times shall be minimized either by shutting equipment off when not in use or reducing
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the maximum idling time to five minutes.

® (lear signage shall be provided for project workers at all access points.

e All equipment shall be maintained and properly tuned in accordance with manufacturer
specifications. All equipment shall be checked by a certified visible emissions evaluator.

® Posta publicly visible sign with the telephone number and person to contact at the lead agency
regarding dust complaints. This person shall respond and take corrective action within 48
hours. The Air District’s phone number shall also be visible to ensure compliance with
applicable regulations.

e All trucks and equipment, including their tires, shall be washed off prior to leaving the site.

e Sandbags or other erosion control measures shall be installed to prevent silt runoff to public
roadways from sites with a slope greater than one percent.

® The idling time of diesel-powered equipment will be minimized to two minutes.

e All equipment, diesel trucks, and generators are required to be equipped with Best Available
Control Technology for emission reductions of NOx and PM.

® Monitor dust-generating activities and implement appropriate measures for maximum dust
control.

® All equipment used onsite will be California Air Resources Board (CARB) compliant.

The BMPs listed above will minimize emissions of PM10 and ozone precursors generated by the
project. Project emissions will be temporary and will cease upon completion of the project. The project
will not result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of PM10 or ozone precursors. Less-than-
significant impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
] . Significant Significant significant
¢) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to Impact with Mitigation impact
substantial pollutant concentrations? Incorporated
a O X m|

c) BMPs listed in b) above will be implemented for the project to control emissions generated by
vehicles and mechanical equipment used for the project. Emissions will also be generated through use
of biomass from the project as fuel at biomass facilities. The project will not result in an increase in
the permitted capacities or emissions of these facilities. Equipment and vehicles will not generate
substantial pollutants and will not be operated in any one location for an extended period of time.

Prior to prescribed burn operations Trinity County Resource Conservation District must submit a
Smoke Management Plan to NCAQMD for review and approval. The plan is developed to minimize
air quality impacts of the project. Burning is done on approved burn days as determined by
NCAQMD. This process ensures that there are not any significant smoke impacts to public health
from the project. The project will not expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations. Less-than-significant impact.
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Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
d) Would the project result in other emissions  Significant  Significant — significant
. Impact with Mitigation impact
(such as those leading to odors) adversely Incorporated
affecting a substantial number of people?
O O X4 O

d) The project will require equipment that could result in diesel exhaust odors and burning operations
which will result in smoke odors. Odor emissions are highly dispersive, and equipment will not be
operated in any one location for an extended period of time. In addition, the PAAs are located in rural
areas with low population density. BMPs listed in b) above will be implemented by the treatment
contractor for the project including limits on equipment idling times that will minimize equipment
diesel exhaust emissions. Burning operations will follow burn prescriptions and the smoke
management plan which is developed to minimize air quality impacts including odors The project will
not result in odors or other emissions that would adversely affect a substantial number of people.
Less-than-significant-impact.

BioLoGICAL RESOURCES

a) Would the project have a substantial adverse

effect, either directly or through habitat  Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
modifications, on any species identified as a  Significant  Significant — significant
. .- . . Impact with Mitigation impact
candidate, sensitive, or spe(_:lgl-status species in Incorporated
local or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish and o X o O

Wildlife or the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

a) Special-status plant and wildlife species with potential to occur within each PAA are included in
Tables 2 and 3. Special-status species with potential to occur within the project area include:

Wildlife Species

® American peregrine falcon (Falo peregrinus anatum)
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus)
Golden eagle (Aguila chrysaetos)
Black swift (Cypseloides niger)
Little willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillzi)
Northern goshawk (Accipiter gentils)
Northern spotted owl (S#ix occidentalis canrina)
Osprey (Pandion haliaetus)
Olive-sided flycatcher (Contopus cooperi)
White-tailed kite (Elanus leucurns)
Yellow warbler (Setophaga petechia)
Yellow-breasted chat (Icteria virens)
American badger (Taxidea taxus)
Fisher (Pekania pennanti)
Gray wolf (Canis lupus)

38



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Project

Humboldt marten (Martes caurina humboldtensis)

Roosevelt elk (Cervus canadensis roosevelt)

Oregon snowshoe hare (Lepus americanus klamathensis)

Pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus)

Sierra Nevada red fox-southern Cascades DPS (I uipes necator)
Sonoma tree vole (Arborinus pomeo)

Townsend’s big-eared bat (Corynorhinus townsendii)

Wolverine (Gulo gulo)

Cascades frog (Rana cascadae)

Foothill yellow-legged frog (Rana boylii)

Oregon spotted frog (Rana pretiosa)

Pacific tailed frog (Ascaphus truei)

Western pond turtle (Ezys marmorata)

Chinook Salmon Upper Klamath and Trinity River ESU (Oncorbynchus tshawytscha pop.30)
Coho salmon (Oncorbynchus kisutch)

Pacific lamprey (Entosphenus tridentatus)

Klamath River lamprey (Entosphenus similis)

Steelhead Klamath Mountains DPS (Oncorbynchus mykiss irideus pop. 1)
Steelhead Summer Run DPS (Oncorbynchus mykiss irideus pop. 36)
Monarch butterfly (Danauns plexippus)

Western bumble bee (Bowzbus occidentalis)

Suckley’s cuckoo bumble bee (Bomzbus suckleyi)

Franklin’s bumble bee (Bozbus franklini)

Crotch bumble bee (Bowzbus crotchii)

Southern long-toed salamander (Ambystoma macrodactylum sigillatunz)
Western pond turtle (Enzys marmorata)

Plant Species

Blushing wild buckwheat (Eriogonum ursinum vax. erubescens)
Canyon Creek stonecrop (Sedum paradisum ssp. paradisum)
Engelmann's lomatium (Lowmatinm engelmannii)

Indian Valley brodiaea (Brodiaea rosea)

Northern clarkia (borealis ssp. borealis)

Purdy's fritillary (Fritillaria purdyi)

Purple-flowered Washington lily (Li/iun washingtonianum ssp. purpurascens)
Redwood lily (Lilinm rubescens)

Siskiyou false-hellebore (1 eratrum insolitum)

Brownish beaked-rush (Rhynchospora capitellata)

California lady's-slipper (Cypripedinm californicum)

Clustered lady's-slipper (Cypripedinm fasciculatum)

Dudley's rush (Juncus dudleyi)

English Peak greenbrier (Swmilax: jamesii)

Geyet's sedge (Carex geyeri)

Glaucous tauschia (Tauschia glauca)
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The following BMPs, including applicable BMPs contained within the Final Programmatic EIR for
Recurring Actions in Arigona, California, and Nevada, will be implemented prior to and during project
implementation by the qualified biologist and treatment contractor to minimize impacts to special-

Heckner's lewisia (Lewisia cotyledon var. heckneri)

Kern ceanothus (Ceanothus pinetorum)

Klamath Mountain catchfly (S7ene salponacea)

Mountain lady's-slipper (Cypripedinm montanum)

Nelson's stringflower (S7lene nelsonii)

Oregon tireweed (Epilobinm oreganum)

Pickering's ivesia (Ivesia pickeringii)

Rattlesnake fern (Botrypus virginianus)

Salmon Mountains wakerobin (17illiun ovatum ssp. oettingeri)
Scott Mountain bedstraw (Galium serpenticum ssp. scotticum)
Scott Mountain phacelia (Howellanthus dalesianus

Scott Mountains fawn lily (Erythronium citrinum vax. roderickii)
Shasta chaenactis (Chaenactis suffrutescens)

Shasta County arnica (Arica venosa)

Silky balsamroot (Balsamorhiza sericea)

Silverskin lichen (Dermatocarpon meiophyllizum)

Siskiyou onion (Allium siskiyonense)

Siskiyou sedge (Carex scabrinscula)

Thread-leaved beardtongue (Penstenon filiformis)

Tracy's collomia (Collomia tracyi)

Tracy's lomatium (Lomatium tracyi)

Wolf's evening-primrose (Oenothera wolfii)

Sawyer’s pussy toes (Antennaria sawyeri)

Wilkin’s harebell (Campanula wilkinsiana)

Scalloped moonwort (Botrychium: crenulatum)

Showy raillardella (Razllardella pringlei)

Bristle-stalked sedge (Carex leptalea)

California pitcherplant (Darlingtonia californica)

Cascade grass-of-Parnassus (Parnassia cirrata var. intermedia)
Water bulrush (Schoenoplectus subterminalis)

Regel's rush (Juncus regelii)

Porcupine sedge (Carex hystericina)

White beaked-rush (Rhynchospora alba)

Tracy's lupine (Lupinus tracyi

Engelmann spruce (Picea engelmannii

Klamath manzanita (Arctostaphylos klamathensis

Jepson’s dodder (Cuscnta jepsoniz)

California pitcher plant (Darlingtonia californica)

status species, raptors, and migratory birds during implementation of the project:

Special-Status Species
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Operations will generally occur during the dry season (April 15 to October 15).

No more than two days prior to the start of ground-disturbing activities, focused pretreatment
surveys for special-status species will be completed by a USFWS/CDFW-approved biologist
in all suitable upland dispersal habitat areas if special-status species have been previously
identified in the area.

If special-status species are found during focused pretreatment surveys, the USFWS/CDFW
will be contacted within one working day, and a suitable protocol shall be approved by
USFWS/CDFW for relocation before treatment activities may begin.

Exclusion fencing such as Ertec E-fenceTM or an equivalent will be installed around special-
status species habitat prior to any operations during the dry season (April 1 through October
15), when special-status species are not actively dispersing or foraging. The fencing will remain
in place until all project activities in the vicinity of suitable upland dispersal habitat are
completed.

To prevent special-status species from becoming entangled or trapped in erosion control
materials, plastic monofilament netting (erosion control matting) or similar material will not
be used for erosion control. Acceptable substitutes include coconut coir matting or tackified
hydroseeding compounds.

Prior to any treatment where special-status species have been detected, a USFWS/CDFW-
qualified biologist will conduct an education program for project personnel. At a minimum,
the training will include a description of special-status species and their habitats; the potential
occurrence of these species in the project area; the measures to be implemented to conserve
listed species and their habitats as they relate to the work site; and boundaries in which
treatment may occur. A fact sheet conveying this information will be prepared and distributed
to all treatment crews and project personnel entering the project area. Upon completion of
the program, personnel will sign a form stating that they attended the program and understand
all of the avoidance and minimization measures for the special-status species.

Measures to minimize the spread of disease and non-native species based on current Wildlife
Agency protocols and other best available science will be implemented.

Raptors

Pretreatment surveys for raptors, other special-status birds, and appropriate nesting habitat will be
conducted within 50 feet of the treatment area no more than three days prior to ground-disturbing
activities. If an active nest is found, CDFW will be consulted to determine the appropriate buffer area
to be established around the nesting site and the type of buffer to be used, which typically is ESA
tencing. If establishment of a buffer is not feasible, the appropriate agency will be contacted for further
avoidance and minimization guidelines.

® A qualified biologist will conduct weekly monitoring during operations, to evaluate the

identified nest for potential disturbances associated with project activities. treatment within
the buffer is prohibited until the qualified biologist determines the nest is no longer active.

If an active nest is found after operations begins, project activities in the vicinity of the nest
will stop until a qualified biologist has evaluated the nest and established the appropriate buffer
around the nest. If establishment of the buffer is not feasible, the appropriate agency will be
contacted for further avoidance and minimization guidelines.

Migratory Birds
The measures below will be implemented for project activities during the nesting season (February 15

41



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction

Project

through August 31).

A qualified biologist will conduct pretreatment surveys for nesting migratory birds in the
project area no more than three days prior to the start of ground disturbing activities. If
pretreatment surveys indicate the presence of any migratory bird nests where activities would
directly result in bird injury or death, a buffer zone of 50 feet will be placed around the nest.

Buffers will be established around active migratory bird nests where project activities would
directly result in bird injury or death. The size of the buffer may vary for different species and
will be determined in coordination with the responsible agency. A qualified biologist will
delineate the buffer using ESA fencing, pin flags, and/or yellow caution tape.

Buffer zones will be maintained around all active nest sites until the young have fledged and
are foraging independently. In the event that an active nest is found after the completion of
pretreatment surveys and after treatment begins, all project activities within a 50-foot radius
will be stopped until a qualified biologist has evaluated the nest and erected the appropriate
buffer around it.

If an active nest is found in an area after treatment begins, project activities in the vicinity of
the nest will stop until a qualified biologist has evaluated the nest and established the
appropriate buffer around the nest. If establishment of the buffer is not feasible, the
responsible agency will be contacted for further avoidance and minimization guidelines.

Water Resources

No work will occur within 50 feet of a wetland or waterbody.

Never wash down pavement or surfaces where materials have spilled. Use dry cleanup
methods whenever possible.

Keep materials out of the rain — prevent runoff pollution at the source. Schedule clearing or
heavy earth-moving activities for periods of dry weather. Cover exposed piles of soil, project
materials, and wastes with plastic sheeting or temporary roofs. Before it rains, sweep and
remove materials from surfaces that drain to storm drains, creeks, or channels.

Prior to treatment, wetlands located in the project area will be fenced off using flagging or
excluded on a geofenced map. Appropriate erosion control measures will be used to reduce
siltation and runoff of contaminants into wetlands and adjacent, ponds, streams, or riparian
woodland/scrub. The contractor will not stockpile brush, loose soils, or other debris matetial
on stream banks.

Native plant species should be used in erosion control or revegetation seed mix. Any
hydroseed mulch used for revegetation must also be certified weed-free. Dry-farmed straw
will not be used, and certified weed-free straw will be required where erosion control straw is
to be used. Filter fences and mesh will be of material that will not entrap reptiles and
amphibians. Erosion-control measures will be placed between water or wetland and the outer
edge of the project site.

All off-road equipment will be cleaned of potential noxious weed sources (mud, vegetation)
before entry into the project area. Equipment will be considered free of soil, seeds, and other
such debris when a visual inspection does not disclose such material. Disassembly of
equipment components or specialized inspection tools is not required.

Equipment storage, fueling, and staging areas will be pre-sited to minimize risk to sensitive
areas.

All temporarily disturbed areas, such as staging areas, will be returned to pre-project or

42



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

ecologically improved conditions as required by responsible agencies.

Direct impacts of habitat modification could include disturbance to individual animals from heavy
equipment use and tree removal. Implementation of the FEMA BMPs and mitigation measures for
special-status species and migratory birds will ensure project direct impacts to special-status and
migratory birds are less than significant.

The project will result in habitat modification to special-status species through the removal of shrubs,
branches, small trees and dead or dying trees within 100 to 400 feet of the roadways. Vegetation
removal treatments will create bands of reduced canopy cover and biodiversity of shrubs and ground
cover, except for avoidance areas for special-status plants and sensitive vegetation communities. While
the project will result in removal of vegetation within the project area, the surrounding land outside
of the project treatment areas will remain undisturbed. This land can provide shelter and food for
wildlife species dependent on snags, shrubs, and smaller trees for foraging, roosting, and dispersal.
The project area does not cover a significant portion of any one species’ range; therefore, the habitat
modification within the project area does not significantly reduce habitat for a species.

Interruptions in the continuous forest canopy can create barriers to migration corridors for wildlife.
The project area is concentrated around highways and developed areas due to the nature of the project.
The reduced forest canopy within the project areas is less than significant due to the existing
presence of roads and structures that already present barriers on a landscape level.

The habitat modifications would have beneficial impacts for certain species. Wildlife has been shown
to select areas where forest thinning has occurred, including (Odocoilens spp.), elk (Cervus canadensis),
and small mammals that provide foraging opportunities for raptors and carnivorous mammals (USDA
20006). With implementation of FEMA BMPs and Mitigation Measures 4, 6, 7, and 8, habitat
modification impacts to special-status wildlife will be less than significant.

Project activities will not occur within 75 feet of perennial streams or within 50 feet of a wetland or
other waterbody per FEMA BMPs and Mitigation Measure 2, therefore project activities will not
result in habitat impacts to streams or riparian corridors. Additional BMPs to protect water quality are
included in the project design (see FEMA BMPs). With incorporation of water quality BMPs and
stream buffers, and implementation of Mitigation Measure 13 in the Hydrology and Water Quality
Section of this document, project impacts to special-status fish species will be less than significant.

Spotted owls typically inhabit mature forests with a mixed canopy comprised of conifer and oak
species. Older forest stands with vertical canopy layering provides shelter from weather events, higher
prey density, and aids in predator avoidance (Sovern et al., 2019). The oak canopy layer provides roost
and perch structures that aid foraging activities while conifers are utilized for nesting. NSO utilize
trees with specific physical characteristics that make them higher quality nest sites (i.e., broken tops
and large cavities).

Habitat removal poses a two-fold threat to spotted owl populations. High quality habitat sites are
limited, and the degradation of existing sites can limit successful foraging and reproduction. Further,
barred owls have similar habitat requirements and compete for preferential sites. Barred owls are larger
and more aggressive than spotted owls, and if habitat reduction forces them together, spotted owls
may be driven to low quality sites, injured, or killed. To limit these threats to NSO populations,
Mitigation Measure 8 will be implemented. Spotted owls show high fidelity to historical activity
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centers, so protocol-level surveys where NSO have been previously observed will determine stand
occupancy and allow the establishment of buffers against habitat removal such that the impact to
northern spotted owls be less than significant.

Large terrestrial mammals such as the American badger, wolverine, and fisher utilize large tracts of
land for dispersal and foraging. The removal of small pockets of vegetation relative to their typical
range is unlikely to cause adverse impact unless a den occurs in the project area. Den structures vary
widely by species. For example, American badgers utilize a network of tunnels, fishers den within tree
cavities and in rock crevices in the winter, and wolverines den in complex snow tunnels or trees and
boulders with at least 1 meter of snow (Magoun & Copeland 1998). Typically, denning occurs in the
winter and early spring until young can disperse. A qualified biologist will survey the project site during
preliminary site assessments and, if any potential den structures are identified, Mitigation Measure 8
will be implemented. With the implementation of Mitigation Measure 7, there will be a less-than-
significant impact to sensitive species of terrestrial mammals.

Bats use a variety of different roosts throughout the year according to their life cycle. The roost
structure utilized depends on the type of roost. Typically, hibernation and maternity roosts are found
within permanent structures such as caves, bridges, mines, and buildings. Feeding perches and
day/night roosts are more temporary and trees are utilized. While the project activities are unlikely to
directly disturb permanent structures, tree removal around maternity and hibernation roosts may
impact temperature conditions and the noise may cause a disturbance. Individual bats roosting in trees
could be harmed if the tree is removed, or the vegetation around it is treated. Additionally, nocturnal
foraging may be disrupted by bright artificial lighting. In order to ensure that sensitive bat species will
not be impacted as a result of project activities, additional Mitigation Measures will be included in the
project plan. With the implementation of Mitigation Measures 4 through 6, the impact to bat
species will be less than significant.

Due to the BMPs and mitigation measures in place concerning watercourses and wetlands, special-
status amphibians and reptiles would not be impacted while they inhabit the aquatic environment.
Foothill yellow-legged frogs have the potential to disperse in streams up to 7 kilometers from their
breeding grounds but remain in the lotic aquatic environment (Hayes et al. 2016). Western pond turtles
have the potential to be impacted through habitat modification of their nest sites. Pond turtles often
nest along sandy banks of rivers, but they have also been known to move a considerable distance (over
250 feet) away from streams to find a suitable nest site (CDFW 2000). The nest sites that may occur
outside of buffers are at the greatest risk of being impacted by project activities. To preserve pond
turtle nest sites, Mitigation Measure 3 will be included in the project plan. With the implementation
of mitigation measures, there will be no impact to special-status reptiles or amphibians.

Monarch butterfly larvae are dependent on native milkweeds to complete the early development
portion their life cycles. Monarch caterpillars can only feed on milkweed, so they are essential for
reproduction. Given that the young of monarchs reside on milkweed, removal of these plants may
result in direct harm or mortality of these species. Even if no occupation is observed, removal of these
plant species reduces habitat that is essential to the monarch life cycle. With the implementation of
Mitigation Measures 1 and 9, the impact to the monarch butterfly will be less than significant.

In summary, project impacts to special-status plant species and migratory birds will be less than
significant because the project BMPs include measures to identify and avoid these resources. Impacts
to mammal, amphibian and reptile species present within the treatment areas during project
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implementation are less than significant with the implementation of Mitigation Measures 1
through 9 in addition to the BMPs included in the project design.

The purpose of the project is to prevent catastrophic wildfire, which could prevent direct and indirect
negative impacts to wildlife and aquatic resources. Indirect impacts from severe wildfires to biological
resources are far-reaching and can include significant habitat loss, reduced forage/prey availability,
poor water quality, and more. Wildfires in proximity to residential areas have added risk due to the
potential contaminants to soil and aquatic resources that can result from burned structures and
vehicles. The project would minimize the risk of severe wildfire impacts to wildlife and biological
resources.

b) Would the project have a substantial adverse

effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive E.‘;}ﬁ.?ﬂi"nyt é?;ﬁ.f.TcZan"t i?;ﬁffﬂiﬁt roimeae
natural community identified in local or Impact with Mitigation impact

regional plans, policies, or regulations or by the Incorporated

California Department of Fish and Wildlife or O = O O

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

b) Sensitive natural communities would be avoided through implementation of Mitigation Measures
1 and 3. The project does not include biomass removal or other treatment activities within 75 feet of
perennial streams and wetlands or within 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams per
Mitigation Measure 3. In addition, hydrology and water quality BMPs (listed in the Hydrology and
Water Quality section of this document) will be implemented for the project. Due to the floristic
nature of botanical surveys, comprehensive plant lists will be generated; these will be compared to
CDFW’s list of Sensitive Natural Communities. Impacts to sensitive natural communities will be less
than significant with implementation of Mitigation Measure 1.

¢) Would the project have a substantial adverse

Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
effect on state or federally protected wetlands Signiﬁcanyt Significant significant P
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal Impact with Mitigation impact
pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, Incorporated
filling, hydrological interruption, or other O O O X
means?

¢) With implementation of project BMPs listed above, the project will not affect any federally
protected wetlands. See b). No impact.

d) Would the project interfere substantially with

. . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
the movement of any native resident or  ggpificant Significant significant
migratory fish or wildlife species or with Impact with Mitigation impact
established native resident or migratory wildlife Incorporated
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife O = O O

nursery sites?
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d) Project activities will occur in areas with existing human presence and disturbance (adjacent to
roadways and residential land uses). Project activities could temporarily deter wildlife movement
through the project area. Activities will not occur in any single location for an extended period and
opportunities will be available for wildlife to move through adjacent undeveloped areas outside of the
active treatment area while treatment activities occur.

The project will include removal of shrubs, small trees, densely spaced trees, and dead and dying trees
within the treatment areas, but abundant habitat is available in areas adjacent to the project site. As
discussed under a) above, BMPs will be implemented to avoid impacts to nesting birds in the project
vicinity. In addition, the project will not include activities within 75 feet of perennial streams or
wetlands or 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams. Any nursery sites, such as mammal dens,
milkweed (host to Monarch butterfly larvae), bird nests, bat roosts would be minimized through
implementation of the mitigation measures listed under a).

The project would not substantially interfere with the movement of any native resident or migratory
fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery sites. Less-than-significant impact.

. . . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
e) WO_UI_d the project conflict W_lth any chal Significant Significant significant
policies or ordinances protecting biological Impact with Mitigation impact
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or Incorporated
i ?
ordinance? 0 O 0 -

e) Trinity County does not have a tree preservation policy or ordinance. The project does not conflict
with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources or tree preservation
policy/otrdinance. No impact.

f) Would the project conflict with the provisions  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,  Significant — Significant significant
. . Impact with Mitigation impact
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or ot_her Incorporated
approved local, regional, or state habitat
conservation plan? a O X a

f) The Marble Mountains Elk Management Unit (Unit) includes parts of Humboldt, Siskiyou, Trinity,
Shasta and Tehama counties and spans approximately 4.5 million acres. The project areas are included
in this Unit. The Unit is within the North Coast and Klamath, Cascades, and Modoc Plateau Provinces
CDFW Elk Conservation and Management Plan (CDFW 2018). CDFW began reintroductions in
1985 (Galea 1987) and has since released over 250 Roosevelt elk at multiple sites within the Unit. Elk
now reoccupy portions of the Unit and the population is estimated at approximately 3,000 individuals.

No Roosevelt Elk have been documented within the project area. The tendency for elk to disperse,
individually or in small groups, beyond core distribution areas in northern California has been
documented. Harn (1958) and Harper et al. (1967) reported elk observations in portions of Del Norte
and Humboldt counties as well as in Siskiyou and Trinity counties. The ability of elk to travel
significant distances was demonstrated when, over a two-week period in 2001, elk monitored by
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CDFW traveled approximately 120 miles (point-to-point distance) from Montague (Siskiyou County)
to Madeline (Modoc County).

Enhancing early seral vegetation is critical to increasing elk populations. Disturbances such as fire or
habitat improvement projects within forested communities promotes a mix of habitat types and
successional stages, including forest openings and meadows that benefit elk (CDFW 2018). Deer and
elk have been shown to select areas where forest thinning has occurred when adjacent areas remain
with a variety of dense vegetation (USDA 20006). Thinning would occur within the project areas, and
adjacent forested areas outside of the project areas would remain with dense vegetation. Therefore,
project treatments would not conflict with goals of the Elk Conservation and Management Plan as
treatments align with the Plan’s goals for Roosevelt Elk management and would provide benefits to
elk habitat suitability within the project areas. Less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Measure 1: Pre-Treatment Botanical Surveys

As part of the preliminary site assessment conducted on each eligible parcel, potential habitat for
special-status plants with potential occur within the treatment area will be identified along with species
included in any sensitive natural communities. If potential habitat for special-status plants or sensitive
natural communities are identified, protocol-level surveys of the eligible parcels shall be conducted by
a qualified biologist during the flowering window for special-status plant species with potential to
occur within the treatment area. Surveys shall comply with survey protocols for plants species listed
under the COFW Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status Native Plant Populations and
Sensitive Natural Communities (2018). 1f no special-status plants or communities are found, no further
measures pertaining to special-status plants are necessary. If special-status plant species or
communities are identified during the botanical surveys, disturbance will be avoided. The treatment
prescription (TP) for the parcel will be modified to exclude activities within 25 feet of the individual
and exclusionary fencing will be placed around the plants prior to operations on the parcel to establish
the avoidance area during project implementation.

Mitigation Measure 2: Riparian and Wetland Identification and Exclusion

During the preliminary site assessment of each parcel, eligible parcels will be surveyed for aquatic
resources. The treatment prescription for the parcel will exclude activities within 75 feet of perennial
streams and wetlands and within 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams. The exclusion area
will be marked with flagging or excluded on a geofenced map. Biomass removal, equipment staging,

operation of mechanical equipment, and on-site disposal of removed biomass shall not occur within
the marked buffers.

Mitigation Measure 3: Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians and Reptiles

During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, work areas within 150 feet of flowing
watercourses will be evaluated to determine if suitable upland dispersal habitat for special-status
amphibians or reptiles is present. If no potential suitable upland dispersal habitat is identified, no
further action is required. If suitable upland habitat is identified, no more than two days prior to the
start of ground-disturbing activities, focused pretreatment surveys for special-status amphibians and
reptiles will be completed by a qualified biologist in all suitable upland dispersal habitat areas within
150 feet of flowing watercourses. If a special-status species is found, USFWS/CDFW will be
contacted within one working day, and a suitable protocol shall be approved by USFWS/CDFW for
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relocation before treatment activities may begin.. If a western pond turtle nest is found, CDFW shall
be notified, and an appropriate avoidance buffer shall be implemented. Flagging shall be installed to
demarcate the nest only if it can be performed without disturbing the nest.

Mitigation Measure 4: Bat Roost Humane Exclusion

During the preliminary site assessment of eligible parcels, trees with maternity roost structures (i.e.
cavities in the trunk or branches, woodpecker holes, loose bark, cracks) will be identified. If no trees
with maternity roost structures are identified, no further measures are necessary. If removal of trees
identified to have bat roost structure occurs from September 1 to October 30, no measures for special-
status bats are required.

If removal of trees identified to have bat roost structure potential will occur during the bat maternity
season, when young are non-volant (March 1- August 31), or during the bat hibernacula (November
1-March 1) when bats have limited ability to safely relocate roosts, humane exclusions should be
implemented. Humane exclusions consist of a two-day removal process by which the surrounding
non-habitat trees and brush are removed along with smaller tree limbs on the first day. The remainder
of the tree limbs and the tree trunks are removed on the second day.

Mitigation Measure 5: Artificial Lighting Standards

To minimize impacts of lighting to birds and other nocturnal species, any artificial lighting associated
with short-term and long-term project activities should be downward facing, fully shielded, and
designed and installed to minimize photo-pollution of adjacent wildlife habitat.

Mitigation Measure 6: Bat Roost Habitat Avoidance

During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, the presence of caves or bridges within
the treatment area will be noted. If no caves or bridges are located within the project area, no further
measures are necessary. If present within 50 feet of project activities, caves and bridges in the project
area will be assessed for potential bat roost structures (crevice roosts tend to measure approximately
3/4 to 1-1/2 inches across and at least 18 inches deep; in most cases, they run from one side of the
bridge to the other, and between three and several hundred meters above ground). If found, a qualified
biologist will assess the structure for signs of bat presence (e.g. guano, insect pieces, etc.). If no roost
is present, then no buffer is needed. If a roost is present, then a 50-foot non-disturbance buffer around
the structure shall be implemented to prevent changes to the thermal stability and protective cover
surrounding the site that could result from tree removal.

Mitigation Measure 7: Mammal Den Surveys

During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, the project area will be evaluated for
suitable mammal den habitat. If potential den habitat is identified, pretreatment surveys shall be
completed within three days prior to ground-disturbing activities to determine if any terrestrial
mammal den structures are present within the work area. If potential dens are located within the work
area and cannot be avoided during project activities, a qualified biologist will determine if the dens are
occupied. If occupied dens are present within the work area, their disturbance and destruction will be
avoided by stopping operations until an appropriate buffer is approved by CDFW or USFWS.

Mitigation Measure 8: NSO Surveys

Surveys will be completed in areas where NSO have been previously identified. Where the project
area falls within any 1.3-mile activity center buffer, operations will take place outside of nesting season
(March — August) or after surveys confirm no presence. The treatment prescription will also be
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modified to leave all trees >20 inches DBH or larger un-cut trees within a half-mile of the confirmed
activity center. To promote a diverse canopy that supports NSO roosting and foraging, some mature
oaks will also be retained at the discretion of the landowner.

Mitigation Measure 9: Native Milkweed Buffer

Surveys will be completed concurrently with the botanical survey period to determine if native
milkweed (Asclepias sp.) are present within work areas. If milkweed is identified onsite, disturbance to
the plant would be avoided by implementing a 25-foot buffer around identified individuals.

CULTURAL RESOURCES

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse  Significant  Significant significant
. .. . . Impact with Mitigation impact
change in the significance of a historical Incorporated
resource pursuant to 8 15064.5?
O X O O

a) The following best management practice included in the FEMA Final Programmatic EIR for
Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada will be implemented for the project.
® In the event that any prehistoric or historic subsurface cultural resources, as defined by the
responsible agency, are discovered during ground disturbing activities all work within 50 feet
of the resources shall be halted and the project applicant should consult with a qualified
archaeologist or paleontologist to assess the significance of the find. If any find is determined
to be significant, representatives of the proponent and qualified archaeologist would meet to
determine the appropriate course of action. All significant cultural materials recovered shall be
subjected to scientific analysis, professional museum curation, and a report prepared by the
qualified archaeologist according to current professional standards

Project activities could result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of a cultural resources.
In addition to the BMP included above, Mitigation Measure 10 will be implemented to ensure the
project does not result in substantial adverse effects to cultural resources within the project area.
Impacts to cultural resources will be less than significant with mitigation implementation.

Mitigation Measures

Mitigation Measure 10: Archaeological Review

During the Preliminary Site Assessment (PSA) for each eligible parcel, record searches and literature
review will be conducted as well as pedestrian surveys in areas with potential to contain cultural
resources by a qualified archaeologist. The results and management recommendations for the project
will be presented in a report and submitted to Trinity County Resource Conservation District and
FEMA recommendations could include avoidance of sites eligible for listing on the California Register
of Historic Resources (CRHR) through implementation of a 50-foot buffer around the site boundary
or modification of treatment (use of hand tools and exclusion of equipment) for areas where
vegetation removal may be beneficial to site preservation. The recommended buffers or modified
treatment (Special Treatment Zone (STZ)) will be included in the treatment prescription (TP) for the
parcel and buffers around known cultural resources will be marked with exclusionary flagging or
excluded on a geofenced map prior to project implementation. In addition, recommendations for
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unanticipated discovery of cultural resources and human remains included in the report will be
implemented for the project.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse ~ Significant — Significant — significant
. . ege . Impact with Mitigation impact
change in the significance of an archaeological Incorporated
resource pursuant to 8 15064.5?
a X O m|

b) See discussion to a) above. Best management practices during project implementation and
implementation of Mitigation Measure 10 will ensure the project will not cause a substantial adverse
change to the significance of an archaeological resource. Less-than-significant impact with

mitigation.
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
c¢) Would the project disturb any human remains, ~ Significant  Significant signiicant
. . . . Impact with Mitigation impact
|nclud|n_g those interred outside of formal Incorporated
cemeteries?
O X] O O

c¢) The project does not include excavation activities and is not anticipated to disturb human remains.
In the unlikely event of discovery of human remains, the following BMP contained in the FEMA Final
Programmatic EIR for Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada will be implemented for
the project follows:
® There shall be no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area reasonably
suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until:
o The Coroner of the county in which the remains are discovered must be contacted to
determine that no investigation of the cause of death is required, and
o If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American:
® The coroner shall contact the responsible agency within 24 hours.
® The responsible agency shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most
likely descended from the deceased Native American.
® The most likely descendent may make recommendations to the landowner or the person
responsible for the excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of, with appropriate
dignity, the human remains and any associated grave goods.

In addition to the BMP listed above, measures included in the report prepared by the qualified
archeologist for unanticipated discovery of human remains will be implemented. Impacts related to
disturbance of human remains will be less than significant with implementation of the BMP above as
well as Mitigation Measure 10. Less than significant with mitigation incorporation.
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ENERGY
a) Would the project result in potentially  Potentilly Less Than Less-than- No Impact
significant environmental impact due to  Sionficant  Significant - significant
. . . Impact with Mitigation impact
wasteful,  inefficient, or  unnecessary Incorporated
consumption of energy resources, during
project construction or operation? o o O X

a) The project will not result in wasteful or inefficient consumption of energy. The project will require
temporary consumption of energy resources (diesel fuel and gasoline) for equipment used for biomass
removal and off-site disposal of biomass. Compliance with state, federal, and local regulations (limiting
engine idling times, etc.) will reduce and/or minimize short-term energy demand during the project
to the extent feasible and would not result in wasteful or inefficient use of energy. No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would the project conflict with or obstruct a ~ Significant  Significant — significant
Impact with Mitigation impact
state or local plan for renewable energy or Incorporated
energy efficiency?
O O O

b) Trinity County does not currently have a renewable energy or energy efficiency plan. The majority
of biomass removed and disposed off-site will be used as fuel for biomass plants. The project will
provide a source of renewable energy (biomass) which is consistent with the Safety Element of the
Trinity County General Plan See a) above. No impact.

GEOLOGY AND SoILS

a) Would the project directly or indirectly cause
potential substantial adverse effects, including

risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on S'ﬁnf]‘gfc"t”t w.f’h'gﬁ'.?.éi?.fm S'?r:g:;”t

the most  recent _AIquist-PrioIo Earthqual_<e Incorporated

Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist

for the area or based on other substantial O o O X

evidence of a known fault? (Refer to California
Geological Survey Special Publication 42.)

a) Alquist-Priolo earthquake fault zones are not mapped near the project area (DOC 2022). The
project does not include permanent development or additional permanent occupancy within the
project area. The project will not increase the risk of loss, injury or death involving rupture of a known
earthquake fault. No impact.

. . .- Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) WOUId_ the prOJEC.t directly or 'ndlrec_ﬂy Cal_'lse Significant Significant significant
potential substantial adverse effects, including Impact with Mitigation impact
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving Incorporated
o o
strong seismic ground shaking® O O O =

51



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

b) According to the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element, Trinity County is not listed as being
affected by potentially active faults, therefore does not have a relatively high potential for ground
rupture (Trinity County, 2014). The project does not include construction of structures or permanent
occupancy within the project site. The project will not result in the risk of loss, injury or death
involving seismic ground shaking. No impact.

¢) Would the project directly or indirectly cause  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
potential substantial adverse effects, including ~ Signficant  Significant significant
. .. . . Impact with Mitigation impact
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving Incorporated
seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction? a O O

c) The project site is not within a mapped Liquefaction Zone where liquefaction may occur during a
strong earthquake (California State Geoportal 2022). The Trinity County General Plan or other local
plans do not address liquefaction risk within the county. The project does not include activities in
areas where liquefaction is likely to occur and does not include permanent occupancy or construction
of structures within the project area, therefore it will not result in the risk of loss, injury or death from
seismic-related ground failure. No impact.

. . .. Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
d) WOUId_ the pl’OjeC_'[ directly or |nd|rec_tly Cal_Jse Significant Significant significant
potential substantial adverse effects, including Impact with Mitigation impact
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving Incorporated
ides?
landslides” 0 O - 0

d) According to the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element, landslides are likely to occur in areas
with: a slope greater than 15 percent, where landslide activity has occurred during the last 10,000 years,
where stream or wave activity has caused erosion, undercut a bank or cut into a bank to cause the
surrounding land to be unstable, where there is presence or potential for snow avalanches, the
presence of an alluvial fan, which indicates vulnerability to the flow of debris or sediments, or the
presence of impermeable soils, such as silt or clay, which are mixed with granular soils such as sand
and gravel. Areas of potential landslides are located throughout the County (Trinity County 2014).
The project does include activities in areas where landslides may occur. The project does not include
work in areas with slopes greater than 65 percent or on slopes greater than 50 percent with high or
extreme erosion hazard rating, therefore the project is not anticipated to increase the risk of landslides
or expose the treatment contractor to landslide risks. Less-than-significant impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
. . . . Significant Significant significant
e) Would the project result in substantial soil Impact with Mitigation impact
erosion or the loss of topsoil? Incorporated
a O X m|

e) The project could result in erosion within the treatment areas resulting from disturbance from
mechanical equipment and removal of vegetation. As discussed in the project description, no work
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will be conducted in areas on slopes greater than 65 percent or on slopes greater than 50 percent with
high or extreme erosion hazard rating. BMPs including applicable measures contained in the FEMA
Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December
2014), will be implemented for the project by the treatment contractor to reduce the potential for
erosion impacts. BMPs include:

Highly erosive soils will be identified in the field by the contractor and applicable controls
applied per RWQCB guidance (Order R5-2017-0061).

Delineate clearing limits, easements, setbacks, sensitive or critical areas, trees, and buffer zones
to prevent excessive or unnecessary disturbances and exposure.

Avoid excavation and soil disturbance during wet weather. It is unlikely that operations will
be limited during the winter season. This will be determined on a case-by-case basis by the
contractor and Trinity County Resource Conservation District project manager.

Use standard erosion control features such as hydro-seeding, wood chips, jute or straw
matting; fiber rolls other mulch material to stabilize disturbed soils.

Cover stockpiled soil and landscaping materials with secured plastic sheeting and divert runoff
around them, if used.

Protect drainage courses, creeks, or catch basins with fiber rolls, silt fences, sand/gravel bags,
and/or temporary drainage swales.

Conduct routine inspections of erosion control measures especially before and immediately
after rainstorms, and repair if necessary.

As part of site restoration, grass seeding, slash packing, or other appropriate erosion control or slope
stabilization techniques will be deployed on any site where site inspection determines that disturbance
would likely lead to an increased risk of erosion or slope stabilization. Site restoration and
implementation of the BMPs listed above will result in a less-than-significant impact related to soil
erosion or loss of topsoil from project activities.

f)

Would the project be located on a geologic unit

or soil that is unstable, or that would become ggﬁﬂfgz ;?;ﬁ,chganq t?gs,f,ff('jj;‘t
unstable as a result of the project, and Impact with Mitigation impact
potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, Incorporated

lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or O O O

collapse?

f) As discussed in the project description, no work will be conducted in areas on slopes greater than
65 percent or on slopes greater than 50 percent with high or extreme erosion hazard rating. In addition,
BMPs listed in e) above will be implemented for the project. The project is not anticipated to result
in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse. No impact.

9)

Would the project be located on expansive soil,  Potentially Less Than Less-than-
as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Silg’“ﬁ“’;”t .tsrigl\')li.{i.ca?t Si.g’"ﬁcat”t
Building_ Co<_je (1994_, as updgted), cr_eating mpac Vﬂ,corp'c')?:té%n mpac
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or

property? o O O
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g) The project does not include construction of buildings or structures. The project will not create a
substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property from expansive soils. No impact.

h) Would the project have soils incapable of  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or S'ﬁ;‘gf;”t w.ﬁlg“ﬂ'.?.giﬁln 5'?;5:’;”
alternative waste water disposal systems where Incorporated
sewers are not available for the disposal of
waste water? O O O X

h) The project will not require installation of a septic tank or alternative wastewater disposal system.

No impact.
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
i) Would the project directly or indirectly destroy ~ Sonficant - Signiicant sgnifieant
a unique paleontological resource or site or mpac M{Lcorgfr’:té%n mpac
unique geologic feature?
m| O X m|

i) There are no known paleontological resources or unique geologic features within the project area.
The following BMP contained in FEMA Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in
Arizona, California, and Nevada (December 2014) will be implemented in the event that unanticipated
paleontological resources are uncovered during the course of the project.
® The project proponent shall notify a qualified paleontologist of unanticipated discoveries,
made by either the cultural resources monitor or project personnel and subsequently
document the discovery as needed. In the event of an unanticipated discovery of a breas, true,
and/or trace fossil during project, excavations within 50 feet of the find shall be temporarily
halted or diverted until the discovery is examined by a qualified paleontologist. The
paleontologist shall notify the appropriate agencies to determine procedures that would be
followed before activities are allowed to resume at the location of the find.

Project impacts to unique geologic features and paleontological resources will be less than
significant.

GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Would the project generate greenhouse gas S'm‘gggm W.ﬁlgnﬂ'.?éiﬂln S'?nz‘gfé"t”t
emissior_ls, (_aiyher d_i rectly or indirectl_y, that may Incorporated
have a significant impact on the environment?
O O X O

a) The project will result in greenhouse gas emissions from operation of mechanical equipment and
vehicle trips to transport workers, equipment, offsite biomass disposal, and pile or prescription
burning. Best Management Practices (BMPs) described in the Air Quality section of this document
will be implemented during the project, which will minimize emissions of greenhouses gases generated
by operation of vehicles and equipment used for the project. Offsite biomass disposal will include
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transport of removed biomass to biomass facilities for use as fuel. The project will not result in an
increase in permitted production or capacity of these facilities. Due to the temporary nature of the
project, the project is not likely to produce significant greenhouse gas emissions. An estimate of
greenhouse gas emissions generated by vehicle operation, equipment operation, and smoke is included
in Table 4.

Generally, a standard of 10,000 metric tons of CO2 has been used to identify significant impacts.
Based on the analysis in Table 4, the project generation of CO2 falls below this threshold. All
equipment used onsite will meet the CARB requirements for emissions. Idling times will be minimized.
All burning operations will comply with all relevant North Coast Air Quality Management District
(INCAQMD) requirements and standards.

Maintenance of the treatment area with prescribed burns is a carbon neutral conponent of the project.
Through burning, nutrients are recycled back into the soil from existing vegetation, thereby fertilizing
the remaining vegetation and increasing the capacity to sequester carbon (Mader 2007). The carbon
released by the prescribed fire will be resequestered by the remaining vegetation and new vegetation
following the burn. This offset any initial releases of greenhouse gasses during burring and also reduces
the likelihood of a massive release during an uncontrolled wildfire.

Due to the small scope of the project, treatments are not likely to produce significant GHG emissions
from operations which could result in adverse impacts on the environment. Project activities will be
limited to a short timeframe and will not result in a long-term increase in GHG emissions. The
improved growing conditions will improve residual stands photosynthetic capacity, increase vigor in
residual trees and result in an overall increase in carbon sequestration rates. No significant impacts
from GHGs are expected as a result of the proposed project. Calculation sheet and assumptions for
GHGs is included in Table 4. Less-than-significant impact.

. . . . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would thc_e project confll_ct with an applicable  gignificant Significant significant
plan, policy or regulation adopted for the Impact with Mitigation impact
purpose of reducing the emissions of Incorporated
?
greenhouse gases? O 0 X 0

b) Onsite equipment, vehicles and pile burning would generate greenhouse gas emissions. Emissions
would be short-term and cease upon completion of the project. The project would not result in
substantial greenhouse gas emissions or conflict with any adopted plans, policies, or regulations
adopted for the purpose of reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Less-than-significant impact.
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Froject MName Trinity 4382
Project Acres T264
Total Project Days 180

Table 4

GHG EMISSIONS

General Information

Exhaust CO2 Emissions

Total Round Trip Miles 50
# of Chainsaws -
# of Chippers 2
# Masticators 2
Driesel Kilograms /Gal 10.15
Gras Kiloprams /Gal 2.91
Pounds of CO2/Kilogram 2.20462
One Chipper Gas Gal fday 10
Masticator Driesel gal /day 50
Crew Bus MPG 3
Chainsaw Gas Gal /Day/Saw 1.5
Conwersion Factor Pounds to Tons 2000
Conwversion Factor Tons of

Biomass to Tons CO2 1.65

Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

Blue = Varisble Inputs

Black = Equation Froduced Data

Fed = Constants

Crew Bus Total Miles
Total Gal of Diiesel Needed
Total Kilograms of Diesel Produced

Diesel Total Pounds of CO2 Produced

Diesel Total Tons CO2

86,400
10,800
109,620
241,670
121

Chainsaws Total Gal Gas Needed
Chipper Total Gal Gas Needed
Total Kilograms of Gas Produced
Gas Total Pounds of CO2Producec
Gas Total Tons of CO2 Produced

1080
3600
13,223
29,151
15

Smoke or Decay CO2 Emission

Est Biomass Tons Per Acre Removed (Fuel Model)

Biomass Total Tons Removed

Total Tons of CO2

0.5
3812
5290

S

Assumes 0.5 ton biomass residual following ma:

Final Outputs

Total Tons of CO2 for Project 6425
Sequestration Rate 2 - 6 Tons/Ac/Yr (stocked Sierra mixed conifer) 0
Total S3equestration Rate/Yr 0
Y ears Eequired for Complete Sequestration " HDIV/0!
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HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

a) Would the project create a significant hazard to  gonfears  Senficmt souiem
the public or the environment through the Impact with Mitigation impact
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous Incorporated
materials? 0 O - O

a) The project will require the use of hazardous materials including gasoline, diesel, oil, and lubricants
required for vehicle and equipment operation. The following BMPs contained in the FEMA
Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December
2014) will be implemented by the treatment contractor for the handling and use of hazardous materials
for the project:
® Vechicles and equipment will be inspected and approved before use to ensure that they will not
leak hazardous materials such as oil, hydraulic fluid, or fuel. All equipment will be equipped
with spark arrestors and fire extinguishers.

® [Fuecling will take place in designated staging areas, outside native vegetation or wetlands.

® The contractor will prepare a Spill Prevention and Response Plan and have emergency cleanup
gear for spills (spill containment and absorption materials) and fire-suppression equipment
available onsite at all times.

® [Lecaks, drips, and other spills will be cleaned up immediately to avoid soil or groundwater
contamination. Cleanup of a spill on soil will include removing the contaminated soil using
the emergency spill cleanup gear. Contaminated soil and disposable gear used to clean a
hazardous materials spill will be properly disposed of following State and Federal hazardous
material disposal regulations.

® Major vehicle maintenance and washing will be done offsite.

® Spent fluids including motor oil, radiator coolant, and used vehicle batteries will be collected,
stored, and recycled as hazardous waste offsite.

e Spilled dry materials will be swept up immediately.

® No smoking will be allowed in work areas.

The implementation of these practices will result in less-than-significant impact.

b) Would the project create a significant hazard to  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
the public or the environment through ~ Sgnifeant  Significant - signifioant
. Impact with Mitigation impact
reasonably foreseeable upset and/or accident Incorporated
conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment? o o X O

b) The project will require the use of hazardous materials (fuel and oil) in equipment and vehicles
during biomass removal. Significant quantities of these materials will not be stored within the project
area. The following BMPs contained in the FEMA Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring
Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December 2014) will be implemented during project activities:
® If hazardous materials are encountered or accidentally released as a result of the project, the
following procedures will be implemented:
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Work shall stop in the vicinity of any discovered contamination or release.

The scope and immediacy of the problem shall be identified.

Coordination with the responsible agencies shall take place.

The necessary investigation and remediation activities shall be conducted to resolve
the situation before continuing project work.

60 0 O O

The project will not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials with
implementation of the BMPs listed above as well as those listed under a) above. Less-than-
significant impact.

c) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or ggﬁ,’;ﬂ?z gfg,f,fTC“:n’l i?;,f,fﬂj:;‘t o fmpact
handle hazardous or acutely hazardous Impact with Mitigation impact
materials, substances, or waste within one- Incorporated
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school? O O - 0

c) The project area is within one-quarter mile of Trinity Center Elementary School. Project operations
will not emit hazardous emissions or require handling of acutely hazardous materials, substances, or
waste. Less-than-significant impact.

d) Would the project be located on a site which is

. . . ] Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
mcluqled on a list of hazardous materials sites Signiﬁcanyt Significant significant P
compiled pursuant to Government Code § Impact with Mitigation impact

65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a Incorporated

significant hazard to the public or the O O O X

environment?

d) A Search of the EnviroStor database cleanup sites including Federal Superfund, State Response,
Voluntary Cleanup, School Cleanup, Evaluation, School Investigation, Military Evaluation, Tiered
Permit and Corrective Action sites was conducted for the project site. None of these cleanup sites
were present in the project area. In addition, a query of the Geotracker database was also conducted
to determine if LUST cleanup sites, cleanup program sites, military cleanup sites, military privatized
sites, and military UST sites were present within the project area. No LUST sites have been identified
within the proposed treatment areas; however, such sites do exist adjacent to the treatment areas of
North Lake PAA. The project does not include excavation activities that could expose the public,
environment, or contractors to hazards from LUST sites. No impact.

e) For a project located within an airport land use

plan or, where such a plan has not been adopted, Ef’g‘ﬁ{f‘lﬁ'ﬂi é?:r?.fm; i?gsns.ffziﬁt o mpact
within two miles of a public airport or public Impact with Mitigation impact

use airport, would the project result in a safety Incorporated

hazard or excessive noise for people residing or O O O X

working in the project area?

58



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

e) The North Lake PAA is within two miles of the Trinity Center Airport (O86), and the Weaverville
PAA is within two miles of Weaverville Airport (Lonnie Pool Field-O54). The project does not include
construction of housing or an increase in the number of people residing within the vicinity of an
airport. The project does not include increased airport operations that would expose existing residents
to excessive noise levels from an airport. The project will not expose the treatment contractors
temporarily working within the PAA to safety hazards or excessive noise from the airport. No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
f)  Would the project impair implementation of or S'ﬂ‘g:;”t Wlﬁlgﬁ:{:gzggn S'?Qgg’;”t
physically interfere with an adopted emergency Incorporated
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?
O m| O b

f) The project will not interfere with any emergency response plan or evacuation plan. The project
will provide for safe ingress and egress of evacuating residents and responding emergency personnel
in the event of a fire. No impact.

. Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
9) WOUId Fhe pl’OjeC_t e)_(pose people_or_st_ructur_es, Significant Significant with significant
either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk Impact Mitigation impact
of loss, injury, or death involving wildland Incorporated
ires?
fires” O O - O

g) Equipment and vehicle operation as well as increased human presence in the project area could
result in a temporary increased risk of fire during biomass removal activities. As described in a) above,
BMPs will be implemented during project implementation which include the storage of fire
suppression equipment onsite at all times by contractors. Project activities will not expose people or
structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires. Upon completion, the
project will provide for safe ingress and egress of evacuated residents and emergency personnel during
wildland fires, increase defensible space to effectively fight fires from the roads and reduce roadside
fuels to slow the spread of a fire started in or adjacent to the roadway. Less-than-significant impact.

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

a) Would the project violate any water quality E."g‘ﬁ.?li'!]yt é?jﬁ.fm i?gsns.ffziﬁt o mpad
standards or waste discharge requirements or Impact with Mitigation impact
otherwise substantially degrade surface or Incorporated
ground water quality? s O - O

a) Perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral streams as well as ponds are located within the project area.
Hydrology within the project area is shown in Figures 8A-8C. In addition, the project site includes
wetlands mapped by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service National Wetland Inventory as shown on Figures
10A to10C.

The project does not include activities within 75 feet of perennial streams or wetlands or within 50
feet of ephemeral or intermittent streams. The following applicable BMP included in the FEMA
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Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December
2014) will be implemented for the project by the treatment contractor when working near waters of
the U.S. or wetlands to protect surface water quality during project implementation and minimize
potential water quality impacts from ground disturbance, spills or leaks:
® Keep materials out of the rain — prevent runoff pollution at the source. Schedule clearing for
periods of dry weather. Before it rains, sweep and remove materials from surfaces that drain
to storm drains, creeks, or channels.

Prior to treatment, wetlands located in the project area will be flagged for exclusion.

Appropriate erosion control measures will be used to reduce siltation and runoff of
contaminants into wetlands and adjacent, ponds, streams, or riparian woodland/scrub. The

contractor will not be allowed to stockpile brush, loose soils, or other debris material on stream
banks.

® Native plant species should be used in erosion control or revegetation seed mix. Any
hydroseed mulch used for revegetation must also be certified weed-free. Dry farmed straw will
not be used, and certified weed-free straw will be required where erosion control straw is to
be used. Filter fences and mesh will be of material that will not entrap reptiles and amphibians.
Erosion-control measures will be placed between water or wetland and the outer edge of the
project site.

e All off-road equipment will be cleaned of potential noxious weed sources (mud, vegetation)
before entry into the project area. Equipment will be considered fee of soil, seeds, and other
such debris when a visual inspection does not disclose such material. Disassembly of
equipment compartments or specialized inspection tools is not required.

® Vechicles and equipment will be parked on pavement, existing road, or specified staging areas.

® Equipment storage, fueling, and staging areas will be sited on disturbed areas or on non-
sensitive nonnative grassland land cove types, when these sites are available, to minimize risk of
direct discharge into riparian area or other sensitive land cover types.

e All temporarily disturbed areas, such as staging areas, will be returned to pre-project or
ecologically improved conditions as required by responsible agencies.

® Dispose of all wastes properly. Materials that cannot be reused or recycled must be taken to
an appropriate landfill or may require disposal as hazardous waste. Never throw debris into
channels, creeks, or into wetland areas. Never store or leave debris in the street or near a creek
where it may contact runoff.

Best Management Practices included above as well as soil erosion BMPs described in the Geology and
Soils section of this document will minimize project impacts to surface water quality. In addition, the
project is required to comply with Order R5-2017-0061 (Waste Discharge Requirements General Order for
Discharges Related to Timberland Management Activities for Non-Federal and Federal 1_ands) and will be required
to comply with the terms and conditions of the Order including implementation of best management
practices and/or watet quality protection measures and monitoring and reporting. The project does
not include activities that could result in impacts to groundwater quality. The project will not violate
any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface
or ground water quality. Less-than-significant impact.
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b) Would the project substantially decrease  Potentilly Less Than Less-than- No Impact
groundwater supplies or interfere substantially S'Egg'ac(i”t wj]lgl\%{:;zggn S'ign':g::t“t
with groundwater recharge such that the Incorporated
project may impede sustainable groundwater
management of the basin? o O O

b) The project will require minimal use of water for dust suppression during biomass removal
activities. The source of water will depend on the location of the treatment area as well as the treatment
contractor. Water use will be short-term and cease upon completion of biomass removal activities.

The project will not substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere with groundwater
recharge. No impact.

c) Would the project substantially alter the

existing drainage pattern of the site or area,  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
including through the alteration of the course ~ Significant  Significant — significant
: ... Impact with Mitigation impact
pf a str_eam or river or through the agjdltlon of Incorporated
impervious surfaces, in a manner which would
result in substantial on- or off-site erosion or g O X g

siltation?

c¢) The project will not alter the course of any streams or rivers. The project will include a 75-foot
buffer from perennial streams and wetlands and a 50-foot buffer from ephemeral and intermittent
streams. The project does not include changes to project site topography or addition of impervious
surfaces. The project includes site restoration for areas where ground disturbance will be caused by
machinery and equipment in areas sensitive to soil stabilization issues. Less-than-significant impact.

d) Would the project substantially alter the
existing drainage pattern of the site or area,

including through the alteration of the course ggﬁﬂlii"nyt éfgﬁ.f.Tclanq E.egsﬁ.ff?:& roimeee
of a stream or river or through the addition of Impact with Mitigation impact

impervious surfaces, or substantially increase Incorporated

the rate or amount of surface runoff in a O O O =

manner which would result in on- or off-site
flooding?

d) The project does not include substantial alteration of the existing drainage pattern of the project
area or increase in impervious surfaces. See a) and c) above. The project will not substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or offsite. No

impact.
e) Would the project substantially alter the  Potentilly Less Than Less-than- No Impact
existing drainage pattern of the site or area, ~ Significant  Significant significant
. ; . Impact with Mitigation impact
including thron_Jgh the alteration of the course of Incorporated
a stream or river or through the addition of
impervious surfaces, or substantially increase O O X O
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the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner
which would create or contribute runoff water
which would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

e) The project will not result in a substantial increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff from the
project site. As discussed under a), BMPs for erosion control and water quality will be implemented
for the project that will minimize pollutants in runoff from the project site. Less-than-significant
impact.

f) Would the project substantially alter the

existing drainage pattern of the site or area,  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
including through the alteration of the course ~ Significant  Significant significant
: ... Impact with Mitigation impact
pf a stream or river or through the adqmon of Incorporated
impervious surfaces, or substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a O O O X

manner which would impede or redirect flows?

f) As discussed in a) through e) above, the project will not substantially alter the existing drainage
pattern of the site or substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff. The project will not
impede or redirect flows. No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
g) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones,  Signficant —Significant significant
) . Impact with Mitigation impact
would the project risk release of pollutants due Incorporated
to project inundation?
m| O < m|

g) Flood Hazard Zones within the project area as mapped by FEMA National Flood Hazard Layer
are shown on Figures 9A to 9C. Several portions of the project are located within Flood Hazard Zone
A: Area Subject to Inundation. The project includes site restoration to stabilize treatment areas where
needed following biomass removal. Grass seeding, slash packing, or other appropriate erosion control
or slope stabilization techniques will be deployed in areas disturbed by mechanical equipment
operation following biomass removal. Site restoration will minimize the risk of release of sediment if
the project were to become inundated. In addition, the project does not include work within 75 feet
of perennial streams or wetlands or within 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams. Less-than-
significant impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
h) Would the project conflict with or obstruct S'ﬁnf]‘gfc"t”t w.f’h'gﬁ'.?.éi?.fm S'?r:g:;”t
implemgntation of a water quality control plan Incorporated
or sustainable groundwater management plan?
a m| O X
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h) The BMPS listed under a) above will be implemented by the treatment contractor to minimize
impacts to surface water quality. As discussed under b) above, the project will not use significant
volumes of groundwater or result in impacts to groundwater quality. The project will not conflict with
or obstruct any water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. No impact.

LAND USE AND PLANNING

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
. . o Significant Significant significant
a) Would the project physically divide an Impact with Mitigation impact
established community? Incorporated
a O O X

a) The project will not divide an established community. No impact.

b) Would the project cause a significant  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
environmental impact due to a conflict with ~ Signficant  Significant significant
. . Impact with Mitigation impact
any land use plan, pollcy, or regulat_lo_n a(_jopted Incorporated
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect? O O O X

b) Best management practices and mitigation measures included this document will be implemented
to avoid and reduce environmental effects of the project. The project will not cause a significant
environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. No impact.

MINERAL RESOURCES

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Would the project result in the loss of availability ~ Signfiicant  Significant signficant
. Impact with Mitigation impact
of a known mineral resource that would be of value Incorporated
to the region and the residents of the state?
m| m| O

a) The project does not include development activities, change in land use, or mineral extraction
activities. The project will not result in the loss of availability of a mineral resource. No impact.

b) Would the project result in the loss of availability Q?gfﬁ.?f;i"nyt é?jﬁ.fml i?gsns.ffziﬁt o meect
of a locally important mineral resource recovery  Impact  with Mitigation impact
site delineated on a local general plan, specific Incorporated
plan or other land use plan? O O O X

b) Project activities will not result in the loss of availability of a locally important mineral resource
recovery stie. No impact.
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NOISE
a) Would .the project result in generz_itlon of .a Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
substantial temporary or permanent increase in  ggnificant  Significant significant
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project ~ Impact  with Mitigation impact
in excess of standards established in the local Incorporated
general plan or noise ordinance, or in other O O = O

applicable local, state, or federal standards?

a) The project will not result in any permanent sources of noise. The project will generate short-term
increases in ambient noise levels in the project vicinity from the operation of mechanical equipment
(masticators, chippers, and chainsaws) and minor increased vehicle traffic. The project impacts on
individual sites will be short as hazard vegetation is removed from the parcel and the operations moved
onto the next parcel. Short-term noise generated by the project will be transitory.

The following BMPs contained in the FEMA Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring Actions in
Arizona, California, and Nevada (December 2014) will be implemented for the project:
® Provide advance notification to surrounding land uses disclosing the treatment schedule,
including the various types of activities that would be occurring throughout the duration of
the treatment period.

e Noise-generating treatment activities, including truck traffic coming to and from the site for
any purpose, shall be limited to the hours of 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. during weekdays and 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

e All noise-producing project equipment and vehicles using internal combustion engines shall
be equipped with mufflers, air-inlet silencers where appropriate, and any other shrouds,
shields, or other noise-reducing features in good operating condition that meet or exceed
original factory specification. Mobile or fixed “package” equipment shall be equipped with
shrouds and noise control features that are readily available for that type of equipment.

e Contractor shall be responsible for maintaining equipment in best possible working condition.

® Mobile equipment staging, parking, and maintenance areas shall be located as far as practicable
from noise-sensitive receivers.

® Locate equipment as far as possible from nearby noise-sensitive receptors.

® The use of noise-producing signals, including horns, whistles, alarms, and bells shall be for
safety warning purposes only. No project-related public address or music system shall be
audible at any adjacent noise-sensitive receptor.

® The contractor shall notify adjacent property owners, property managers, and business owners
of adjacent parcels of the schedule in writing and in advance of the work. The notification
shall include the name and phone number of a project representative or site supervisor.

® The onsite supervisor shall have the responsibility and authority to receive and resolve noise
complaints. A clear appeals process to the Owner shall be established prior to commencement
of treatment that shall allow for resolution of noise problems that cannot be immediately
solved by the site supervisor.

The project is not anticipated to result in generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase
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in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the Trinity
County General Plan Nosie Element or applicable standards of other agencies. Less-than-significant

impact.
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would the project result in generation of  Significant — Significant significant
. : . Impact with Mitigation impact
excessive gr_oundborne vibration  or Incorporated
groundborne noise levels?
O O X O

b) The project does not include equipment or processes that would result in significant levels of
vibration or groundborne noise, such as pile driving or blasting. Mechanical equipment such as
grinders and masticators will result in low levels of ground vibration perceptible in the immediate
vicinity of the equipment. Equipment will not operate in a single location for an extended period of
time. The project will not generate excessive levels of vibration that could result in structural damage
or annoyance levels. Less-than-significant impact.

c) For a project located within the vicinity of a

private airstrip or an airport land use plan or,  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
where such a plan has not been adopted, within ~ Significant  Significant significant
. . . . Impact with Mitigation impact
two miles of a public airport or public use Incorporated
airport, would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area to O O X O

excessive noise levels?

c) The North Lake PAA is within two miles of the Trinity Center Airport (O86), and the Weaverville
PAA is within two miles of Weaverville Airport (Lonnie Pool Field-O54). The project does not include
construction of housing or an increase in the number of people residing within the vicinity of an
airport. The project does not include increased airport operations that would expose existing residents
to excessive noise levels from an airport. The project would not expose project contractors temporarily
working the area to excessive noise levels from aircraft. Less-than-significant impact.

POPULATION AND HOUSING

a) Would the project induce substantial unplanned  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
population growth in an area, either directly (for ~ Significant  Significant significant
. Impact with Mitigation impact
example, by proposing new homes and Incorporated
businesses) or indirectly (for example, through
extension of roads or other infrastructure)? o o o X

a) The project will not induce substantial population growth. The project does not include expansion
of any roads or infrastructure. The project does not include construction of new homes or businesses
that would result in unplanned population growth. No impact.
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. . . Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
b) Would the project displace substantial numbers Signiﬁcanﬁ Significant significant P
of existing people or housing, necessitating the Impact with Mitigation impact
construction ~ of  replacement  housing Incorporated
?
elsewhere? 0 O 0 =

b) The project would not displace people or housing requiring the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere. No impact.

PuBLIC SERVICES

a) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision

of new or physically altered governmental  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
facilities, or the need for new or physically ~ Sgnficant  Significant significant
Impact with Mitigation impact

altered governmental facilities, the construction
of which could cause significant environmental
impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service o o o X
ratios, response times, or other performance

objectives for fire protection?

Incorporated

a) The project does not include construction of new structures or involve activities that would
adversely affect fire protection service ratios, response times, or other objectives. The project will not
include or require new or physically altered governmental facilities for fire protection. No impact.

b) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision
of .”.eW or phy5|cally altered govemmental Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
facilities, or the need for new or physically  gignificant

el Significant significant
altered governmental facilities, the Impact with Mitigation impact
construction of which could cause significant Incorporated
environmental impacts, in order to maintain O O O =

acceptable service ratios, response times, or
other performance objectives for police
protection?

b) The project will not require the construction of new or altered facilities to maintain acceptable
police service ratios, response times, or other performance objectives for police response. No impact.

c) Would the project result in substantial adverse

. . . . . . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
physical impacts gssomated with the provision  gignificant Significant significant
of new or physically altered governmental Impact with Mitigation impact
facilities, or the need for new or physically Incorporated
altered governmental facilities, the O O O =

construction of which could cause significant
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environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or
other performance objectives for schools?

c) The project will not result in the need for new or physically altered schools. No impact.

d) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision

of new or physically altered governmental  Potentilly Less Than Less-than- No Impact
facilities, or the need for new or physically ~ Sinficant  Significant significant

yes Impact with Mitigation impact
altered  governmental  facilities,  the Incorporated

construction of which could cause significant

environmental impacts, in order to maintain a O O X
acceptable service ratios, response times, or

other performance objectives for parks?

d) The project will not increase the use of local parks or require construction of new or altered parks
to maintain acceptable service rations or other performance objectives. No impact.

e) Would the project result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision
of new or physically altered governmental

ye- . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
facilities, or the need for new or physically  gigificant Significant significant
altered governmental facilities, the Impact with Mitigation impact
construction of which could cause significant Incorporated
environmental impacts, in order to maintain O O O =

acceptable service ratios, response times, or
other performance objectives for other public
facilities?

e) The project will not result in the need for new or physically altered other public facilities. No

impact.
RECREATION
a) Would the project increase the use of existing  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
neighborhood and regional parks or other  Signifcant  Significant —significant
. epeys . Impact with Mitigation impact

recreational facilities such that substantial Incorporated
physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated? o o O

a) The project will have no impact on recreation. No new demand will be generated for the use of
existing area parks or recreational facilities. No impact.
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b) Would the project include recreational facilities E?gtﬁ.?lii'!i é?gsﬁ.f.TcTnT Ef’gsrf.ffg?t o meeet
or require the construction or expansion of Impact with Mitigation impact
recreational facilities that might have an adverse Incorporated
physical effect on the environment? O O O =

b) The project does not include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities that might have an adverse physical effect on the environment. No impact.

TRANSPORTATION
. . . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
a) Would th(_é project COhﬂI_Ct with a p_rogram, Significant Significant significant
plan, ordinance or policy addressing the Impact with Mitigation impact
circulation system, including transit, roadway, Incorporated
bicycle and pedestrian facilities? O O 2 O

a) The project will not conflict with any program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation
system including transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities. The project may result in a minor
temporary increase in traffic in the specific location of project activities, however project activities will
be transitory and will not occur in a single area for an extended time period. The following BMPs
including applicable BMPs contained in the FEMA Programmatic Environmental Assessment, Recurring
Actions in Arizona, California, and Nevada (December 2014) will be implemented for the project:

® When possible, crews will travel outside of peak hour traffic times, thereby minimizing peak

traffic time impacts.

® All vehicles related to project, including contractor vehicles and trucks, will use designated
Truck Routes where those are available.

® Detour signs shall be used when necessary for vehicles, bicycle and pedestrian ways.

® All detour sings during the project would be designed to meet the responsible agency
standards.

e A Traffic Control Plan will be developed and submitted to Trinity County Department of
Transportation (County road) or Caltrans (State Highway) if the project is expected to require
road closures.

With these practices in place, a less-than-significant impact is anticipated.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
. ) . ) Significant Significant significant
b) Would the project conflict or be inconsistent Impact with Mitigation impact
with CEQA Guidelines § 15064.3(b)? Incorporated
O O X O

b) Trinity County has not adopted VMT-based transportation significance thresholds. The project will
result in a short-term increase in vehicle miles traveled that will cease upon project completion. The
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project will not result in a long-term increase in VMT and will not conflict or be inconsistent with
CEQA guidelines 15064.3(b). Less-than-significant impact.

c) Would the project substantially increase gfgﬁmm gfgﬁ,fT;an'l i?;,f,ffﬂjﬂt No Impact
hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., Impact with Mitigation impact
sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or Incorporated
incompatible uses (e.g., farm equipment)? O O O =

c) There will be no change in road design or construction. A discussed in a) above, A Traffic Control
Plan will be developed for the project if a road closure is required. No impact.

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
] . ] Significant Significant significant
d) Would the project result in inadequate Impact with Mitigation impact
emergency access? Incorporated
a O O X

d) Emergency access will not be impaired by the project. The project is proposed to improve ingress
and egress in the event of a wildfire. No impact.

TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defined in Public Resources Code 8
21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural

. . . . Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
Iandscape thaF IS geographlcally defined in Significant Significant significant
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, Impact with Mitigation impact
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a Incorporated
California Native American tribe, and that is O 2 O O

listed or eligible for listing in the California
Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code 8§ 5020.1(k)?

a) AB 52 was enacted on July 1, 2015, and establishes that “a project with an effect that may cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource is a project that may have a
significant effect on the environment” (Public Resources Code Section 21084.2). It further states that
the lead agency shall establish measures to avoid impacts that would alter the significant characteristics
of a tribal cultural resource when feasible (PRC Section 21084.3).

Public Resources Code Section 21074 (a)(1)(A) and (B) defines tribal cultural resources as “sites,
features, places, cultural landscapes, sacred places, and objects with cultural value to a California
Native American tribe” and meets either of the following criteria:

® Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
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register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or

® A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1. In applying these criteria, the lead agency shall consider the significance
of the resource to a California Native American tribe.

AB 52 also establishes a formal consultation process for California cities, counties, and tribes regarding
tribal cultural resources. Under AB 52, lead agencies are required to “begin consultation with a
California Native American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area
of the proposed project.” Native American tribes to be included in the process are those that have
requested notice of projects proposed within the jurisdiction of the lead agency.

Tribal notification letters for the project were sent on February 7, 2023. The Sacred Lands File search
was submitted February 7, 2023, and has not yet responded with identified positive result within the
project area. Records search area Figures and Tribal consultation documents are included in
Attachment C. The search of the information center has not yet returned identified resources and
studies within the search area.

Mitigation Measure 10 included in the Cultural Resources section of this document will be
implemented to avoid impacts to all known cultural resources within the project area, including those
eligible for listing in the CRHR. In addition, BMPs will be implemented during the project for
unanticipated discovery of cultural resources and human remains. Impacts to tribal cultural resources
will be less than significant with mitigation incorporation.

b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse
change in the significance of a tribal cultural
resource, defined in Public Resources Code §
21074 as either a site, feature, place, cultural
landscape that is geographically defined in
terms of the size and scope of the landscape,

sacred place, or object with cultural value to a  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
California Native American tribe, and that is: A~ Significant - Significant — significant
. .. Impact with Mitigation impact
resource determined by the lead agency, in its Incorporated
discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria o X o o

set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code § 5024.1? In applying the criteria set forth
in subdivision (c) of Public Resource Code 8§
5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the
significance of the resource to a California
Native American tribe.

b) All prehistoric resources will be avoided during project implementation. Resources will be flagged
by a Certified Archeologist prior to ground disturbing activities. Historical resources will be evaluated
for significance by a Certified Archeologist and flagged for avoidance prior to ground disturbing
activities. See Mitigation Measure 10 included in the Cultural Resources Section of this document.
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Less than significant with mitigation incorporated.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

a) Would the project require or result in the

relocation or construction of new or expanded  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
water, wastewater treatment or storm water  Significant Significant significant
R ) Impact with Mitigation impact
drainage, e!ect_rlc powver, natural gas, or Incorporated
telecommunications facilities, the construction
or relocation of which could cause significant o O O X

environmental effects?

a) The project will not result in the construction of new or relocated water, wastewater treatment,
stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilitieS. No impact.

b) Would the project have sufficient water ggﬁ.?f;lz é?;ﬁ.f.TcZan"t l;;?gsrflfT::r?t o mpad
supplies available to serve the project and Impact with Mitigation impact
reasonably foreseeable future development Incorporated
during normal, dry and multiple dry years? O O - O

b) The project is a short-duration project. The project will require water for dust suppression during
biomass removal activities. The source of water for the project will depend on the location within the
project area and the treatment contractor. The project is not anticipated to require significant
quantities of water for dust suppression, and the need for water will cease upon completion of biomass
removal activities. Less-than-significant impact.

¢) Would the project result in a determination by

. Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
the wastewater treatment provider that serves or Signiﬁcan{ Significant significant P
may serve the project that it has adequate Impact with Mitigation impact
capacity to serve the project’s projected Incorporated
demand, in addition to the provider’s existing O O O =

commitments?

c) The project will not require wastewater treatment. No impact.

d) Would the project generate solid waste in  Potentiall Less Than Less-than- No Impact
excess of State or local standards, or in excess ~ Signfficant  Significant significant
. . Impact with Mitigation impact
of the capacity of local infrastructure, or Incorporated
otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste
reduction goals? a a O X

d) Small quantities of solid waste generated by the project will be bagged, removed from the site, and
transported to the city/county transfer site for disposal. No impact.
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e) Would the project comply with federal, state,
and local management and reduction statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
Significant Significant significant
Impact with Mitigation impact
Incorporated
O O O X

e) The project will comply with all federal state and local statues and regulations relating to solid waste

and disposal. No impact.

WILDFIRE

a) If located in or near state responsibility areas
or lands classified as very high fire hazard
severity zones, would the project substantially
impair an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
Significant Significant significant
Impact with Mitigation impact
Incorporated
| O a X

a) The project site is within state responsibility areas classified as very high fire hazard severity zones
(FRAP 2007). The project will reduce fire behavior and intensity and provide safer emergency ingress
and egress. The project will not impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation

plan. No impact.

b) If located in or near state responsibility areas
or lands classified as very high fire hazard
severity zones, would the project due to slope,
prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate
wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire?

Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
Significant Significant significant
Impact with Mitigation impact
Incorporated
O O O

b) The project could temporarily increase wildfire risk due to operation of vehicles and mechanized
equipment and increased human presence in the project area during project activities. BMPs listed in
the Hazards and Hazardous Materials section of this document include the following that will also

reduce the risk of wildfire caused by project activities:

® Vehicles and equipment will be inspected and approved before use to ensure that they will not
leak hazardous materials such as oil, hydraulic fluid, or fuel. All equipment will be equipped

with spark arrestors and fire extinguishers.

® The contractor will prepare a Spill Prevention and Response Plan and have emergency cleanup
gear for spills (spill containment and absorption materials) and fire-suppression equipment

available onsite at all times.

® No smoking will be allowed in work areas.
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Upon completion, reduction of fuel loads and interruption of fuel continuity will decrease the
likelihood of ignition, increase the probability of success of fire suppression activities, reduce severity
of a fire and provide safer ingress and egress for evacuation and fire response. No impact.

c) If located in or near state responsibility areas
or lands classified as very high fire hazard

severity zones, would the project require the  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
installation or maintenance of associated ~ Significant  Significant — significant

. Impact with Mitigation impact
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, Incorporated

emergency water sources, power lines or other

utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that g O O

may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to
the environment?

c¢) The project will not require installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure or fire breaks
not described in this document that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment. No impact.

d) If located in or near state responsibility areas

or lands classified as very high fire hazard  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
severity zones, would the project expose  Signficant — Significant significant
L - Impact with Mitigation impact
|_oeople_ or structures to significant r|s_ks, Incorporated
including downslope or downstream flooding
or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire o o o X

slope instability, or drainage changes?

d) The project will not expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes.
No impact.

MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE

a) Would the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of

a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife  Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, ~ Significant  Significant significant
L . Impact with Mitigation impact
threaten o ellmmgte a plant or animal Incorporated
community, substantially reduce the number or
restrict the range of an endangered, rare, or o X o o

threatened species, or eliminate important
examples of the major periods of California
history or prehistory?

a) All impacts associated with the project have been identified in this document. Potential project
impacts to biological resources, cultural resources, and tribal cultural resources are discussed in the
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Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Tribal Cultural Resources sections of this document.
The project will not substantially degrade the quality of the environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining
levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict
the range of an endangered, rare, or threatened species, or eliminate important examples of the major
periods of California history or prehistory with implementation of Mitigation Measures and BMPs
included in the Cultural Resources, Tribal Cultural Resources and Biological Resources
sections of this document. Less-than-significant with mitigation incorporation.

b) Would the project have impacts that are
individually  limited, but  cumulatively

considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” ggﬁ#fg% lé?;r?iﬁTc:anr; t?;r?uffgzst o meect
means that the incremental effects of a project Impact with Mitigation impact

are considerable when viewed in connection Incorporated

with the effects of past projects, the effects of O O m O

other current projects, and the effects of
probable future projects.)

b) Potential impacts of the project including air quality, greenhouse gas, traffic, noise, hazardous
materials, geology and soils, and hydrology are short-term and will cease upon completion of project
activities. Since these impacts will cease upon completion of the project and project-level impacts are
less than significant, they will not be cumulatively considerable with past, current, or future projects.

Project impacts to cultural resources, tribal cultural resources, biological resources, timberland, and
aesthetics are cumulatively considerable with other projects including multiple planned fuel reduction
projects within Shasta County. Aesthetic and habitat impacts of the project will be limited and will not
combine with other projects to result in a significant cumulative impact. There will be no negative
impacts to forest resource areas or timberland resources. The project is designed to improve fire
resiliency within these resources. Project impacts to cultural resources, tribal cultural resources and
direct biological resource impacts of the project will be avoided through implementation of BMPs and
mitigation measures and will not result in a cumulatively significant impact. Less-than-significant

impact.
Potentially Less Than Less-than- No Impact
c) Would the project have environmental effects ~ Significant  Significant significant
. Impact with Mitigation impact
that would cause substantial adverse effects on Incorporated
human beings, either directly or indirectly?
a m| O X

c) The project will not have any adverse environmental effects on human beings either directly or
indirectly. No impact.

74



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

PREPARERS OF THIS DOCUMENT

This document was prepared by VESTRA Resources, Inc., for the Trinity County Resource
Conservation District.

LIST OF PREPARERS OF THIS DOCUMENT

Wendy Johnston RPF No. 2032
Vice President
VESTRA Resources, Inc. (530) 223-2585

Kristine Cloward Senior Regulatory Compliance Specialist
VESTRA Resources, Inc. (530) 223-2585

Nicolaas VanOoyen  Regulatory Compliance Specialist
VESTRA Resources, Inc. (530) 223-2585

EXPERTS CONSULTED
LIST OF EXPERTS CONSULTED

Biological

Anna Prang

Regulatory Biologist
VESTRA Resources, Inc.
5300 Aviation Drive
Redding, CA 96002

(530) 223-2585

Cultural Resources

ATLA Archaeological Consulting
Alex DeGeorgey, M.A., RPA
Risa DeGeorgey, M.A., RPA
Alta Archaeological Consulting
15 Third Street

Santa Rosa, CA 95401

Greenhouse Gas Emissions Analysis
Wendy L. Johnston

RPF No. 2032

VESTRA Resources, Inc.

5300 Aviation Drive

Redding, CA 96002

(530) 223-2585

Timberland

75



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

Benjamin Rowe
Shasta-Trinity Unit Forester
875 Cypress Street
Redding, CA 96001

(530) 225-2432

Water Quality

Angela Wilson

Program Manager Timber Activities RWQCB
364 Knollcrest Drive, #205

Redding, CA 96002

(530) 224-4856
Angela.wilson@waterboard.ca.gov

76



Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Proposed Trinity County Wildfire Mitigation/Hazardous Fuels Reduction
Project

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Plan

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines 8 15074(d), when adopting a mitigated negative declaration,
the lead agency will adopt a mitigation monitoring and reporting plan (MMRP) that ensures
compliance with mitigation measures required for project approval. TCRCD is the lead agency for
the above-listed project and has developed this MMRP as a part of the final IS-MND supporting
the project. This MMRP lists the mitigation measures developed in the IS-MND that were designed
to reduce environmental impacts to a less-than-significant level. This MMRP also identifies the
party responsible for implementing the measure, defines when the mitigation measure must be
implemented, and which party or public agency is responsible for ensuring compliance with the
measure.

POTENTIALLY SIGNIFICANT EFFECTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

The following is a list of the resources that will be potentially affected by the project and the
mitigation measures made part of the Initial Study-Mitigated Negative Declaration.

Mitigation Measure 1: Pre-Treatment Botanical Surveys (All PAAS)

As part of the preliminary site assessment conducted on each eligible parcel, potential habitat for
special-status plants with potential occur within the treatment area will be identified along with
species included in any sensitive natural communities. If potential habitat for special-status plants
or sensitive natural communities are identified, protocol-level surveys of the eligible parcels shall
be conducted by a qualified biologist during the flowering window for special-status plant species
with potential to occur within the treatment area. Surveys shall comply with survey protocols for
plants species listed under the CDFW Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special
Status Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural Communities (2018). If no special-status
plants or communities are found, no further measures pertaining to special-status plants are
necessary. If special-status plant species or communities are identified during the botanical
surveys, disturbance will be avoided. The treatment prescription (TP) for the parcel will be
modified to exclude activities within 25 feet of the individual and exclusionary fencing will be
placed around the plants prior to operations on the parcel to establish the avoidance area during
project implementation.

Schedule: 2023-2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 2: Riparian and Wetland Identification and Exclusion (All PAAS)
During the preliminary site assessment of each parcel, eligible parcels will be surveyed for aquatic
resources. The treatment prescription for the parcel will exclude activities within 75 feet of
perennial streams and wetlands and within 50 feet of ephemeral and intermittent streams. The
exclusion area will be marked with flagging or excluded on a geofenced map. Biomass removal,
equipment staging, operation of mechanical equipment, and on-site disposal of removed biomass
shall not occur within the marked buffers.

Schedule: 2023-2024

Responsible Party: TCRCD
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Mitigation Measure 3: Surveys for Special-Status Amphibians and Reptiles (All PAAS)
During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, work areas within 150 feet of
flowing watercourses will be evaluated to determine if suitable upland dispersal habitat for special-
status amphibians or reptiles is present. If no potential suitable upland dispersal habitat is
identified, no further action is required. If suitable upland habitat is identified, no more than two
days prior to the start of ground-disturbing activities, focused pretreatment surveys for special-
status amphibians and reptiles will be completed by a qualified biologist in all suitable upland
dispersal habitat areas within 150 feet of flowing watercourses. If a special-status species is found,
USFWS/CDFW will be contacted within one working day, and a suitable protocol shall be
approved by USFWS/CDFW for relocation before treatment activities may begin.. If a western
pond turtle nest is found, CDFW shall be notified, and an appropriate avoidance buffer shall be
implemented. Flagging shall be installed to demarcate the nest only if it can be performed without
disturbing the nest.

Schedule: 2023-2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA/TCRCD

Mitigation Measure 4: Bat Roost Humane Exclusion (All PAAS)

During the preliminary site assessment of eligible parcels, trees with maternity roost structures
(i.e. cavities in the trunk or branches, woodpecker holes, loose bark, cracks) will be identified. If
no trees with maternity roost structures are identified, no further measures are necessary. If
removal of trees identified to have bat roost structure occurs from September 1 to October 30, no
measures for special-status bats are required.

If removal of trees identified to have bat roost structure potential will occur during the bat
maternity season, when young are non-volant (March 1- August 31), or during the bat hibernacula
(November 1-March 1) when bats have limited ability to safely relocate roosts, humane exclusions
should be implemented. Humane exclusions consist of a two-day removal process by which the
surrounding non-habitat trees and brush are removed along with smaller tree limbs on the first day.
The remainder of the tree limbs and the tree trunks are removed on the second day.

Schedule: 2023-2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 5: Artificial Lighting Standards (All PAAS)

To minimize impacts of lighting to birds and other nocturnal species, any artificial lighting
associated with short-term and long-term project activities should be downward facing, fully
shielded, and designed and installed to minimize photo-pollution of adjacent wildlife habitat.
Schedule: 2024

Responsible Party: TCRCD

Mitigation Measure 6: Bat Roost Habitat Avoidance (All PAAS)

During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, the presence of caves or bridges
within the treatment area will be noted. If no caves or bridges are located within the project area,
no further measures are necessary. If present within 50 feet of project activities, caves and bridges
in the project area will be assessed for potential bat roost structures (crevice roosts tend to measure
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approximately 3/4 to 1-1/2 inches across and at least 18 inches deep; in most cases, they run from
one side of the bridge to the other, and between three and several hundred meters above ground).
If found, a qualified biologist will assess the structure for signs of bat presence (e.g. guano, insect
pieces, etc.). If no roost is present, then no buffer is needed. If a roost is present, then a 50-foot
non-disturbance buffer around the structure shall be implemented to prevent changes to the thermal
stability and protective cover surrounding the site that could result from tree removal.

Schedule: 2023/2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 7: Mammal Den Surveys (All PAAS)

During the preliminary site assessment of each eligible parcel, the project area will be evaluated
for suitable mammal den habitat. If potential den habitat is identified, pretreatment surveys shall
be completed within three days prior to ground-disturbing activities to determine if any terrestrial
mammal den structures are present within the work area. If potential dens are located within the
work area and cannot be avoided during project activities, a qualified biologist will determine if
the dens are occupied. If occupied dens are present within the work area, their disturbance and
destruction will be avoided by stopping operations until an appropriate buffer is approved by
CDFW or USFWS.

Schedule: 2023/2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 8: NSO Surveys (All PAAS)

Surveys will be completed in areas where NSO have been previously identified. Where the project
area falls within any 1.3-mile activity center buffer, operations will take place outside of nesting
season (March — August) or after surveys confirm no presence. The treatment prescription will
also be modified to leave all trees >20 inches DBH or larger un-cut trees within a half-mile of the
confirmed activity center. To promote a diverse canopy that supports NSO roosting and foraging,
some mature oaks will also be retained at the discretion of the landowner.

Schedule: 2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 9: Native Milkweed Buffer (All PAAS)

Surveys will be completed concurrently with the botanical survey period to determine if native
milkweed (Asclepias sp.) are present within work areas. If milkweed is identified onsite,
disturbance to the plant would be avoided by implementing a 25-foot buffer around identified
individuals.

Schedule: 2024

Responsible Party: VESTRA

Mitigation Measure 10: Archaeological Review(All PAAS)

During the preliminary site assessment for each eligible parcel, record searches and literature review
will be conducted as well as pedestrian surveys in areas with potential to contain cultural resources by
a qualified archaeologist. The results and management recommendations for the project will be
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presented in a report and submitted to Trinity County Resource Conservation District and FEMA
recommendations could include avoidance of sites eligible for listing on the California Register of
Historic Resources (CRHR) through implementation of a 50-foot buffer around the site boundary or
modification of treatment (use of hand tools and exclusion of equipment) for areas where vegetation
removal may be beneficial to site preservation. The recommended buffers or modified treatment
(Special Treatment Zone (STZ)) will be included in the treatment prescription (TP) for the parcel and
buffers around known cultural resources will be marked with exclusionary flagging or excluded on a
geofenced map prior to project implementation. In addition, recommendations for unanticipated
discovery of cultural resources and human remains included in the report will be implemented for the
project.

Schedule: 2023

Responsible Party: ALTA
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