
 
 

Appendix C
Arborist's Report



TREE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT      CITY OF PALO ALTO  
     Planning Division, 250 Hamilton Avenue    

              Palo Alto, CA 94301  
                                 (650) 329-2441  

                          http://www.cityofpaloalto.org 
 
Palo Alto Municipal Code, Chapter 8.10.040, requires disclosure and protection of certain trees located on private and public 
property, and that they be shown on submitted and approved site plans. A completed tree disclosure statement must accompany 
all permit applications that include exterior work, all demolition or grading permit applications, or other development activity.  
 
PROPERTY ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________  
 
Are there Regulated

1 
trees on or adjacent to the property?   YES  NO (If no, proceed to Section 4)  

 
[Sections 1- 4 MUST be completed by the applicant. Please circle and/or check where applicable.]  
 
1. Where are the trees? Check those that apply. (Plans must be submitted showing all trees over 4” diameter)  

 On the property  
 On adjacent property overhanging the project site  
 In the City planter strip or right-of-way easement within 30’ of property line (Street Trees)*  

*Street trees
1 
require special protection by a fenced enclosure, per the attached instructions. Prior to receiving any permit, you must provide 

an authorized Street Tree Protection Verification form. Contact Public Works Operations at (650) 496-5953 for inspection of type I, II or III 
fencing (see attached Detail #605) required for all street trees. 
  
2. Are there any Protected

1 
or Designated

1 
Trees?  YES (Check where applicable)  NO  

 Protected Tree (s)  
 Designated Tree (s)  
 On or overhanging the property 

 
3. Is there activity or grading within the dripline? (radius 10 times the trunk diameter) of these trees?  YES  NO  
If Yes, a Tree Preservation Report must be prepared by an ISA certified arborist and submitted for staff review (see TTM 

2
, Section 6.25). 

Attach this report to Sheet T-1,:Tree Protection, its Part of the Plan!”, per Site Plan Requirements.  
 
4. Are the Site Plan Requirements** completed?  YES NO 
  
**Plans. Protection of Regulated trees during development require the following: (1) Plans must show the measured trunk diameter and canopy 
dripline; (2) Plans must denote, as a bold dashed line, a fenced enclosure area out to the dripline, per Sheet T-1 and Detail #605 - 
http://www.cityofpaloalto.org/trees/forms.htm   (See also TTM

2
, Section 2.15 for area to be fenced)  

 
I, the undersigned, agree to the conditions of this disclosure. I understand that knowingly or negligently providing false or 
misleading information in response to this disclosure requirement constitutes a violation of the Palo Alto Municipal Code Section 
8.10.040, which can lead to criminal and/or civil legal action.  
 
Signature: __________________________      Print: ______________________________  Date: ____________  

       (Prop. Owner or Agent)  
 

FOR STAFF USE: 
Protective Fencing  
Sections 5-6 must be completed by staff for the issuance of any development permit (demolition, grading or building permit).  
 
5. Protected Trees. The specified tree fencing is in place. A written statement is attached verifying that 
protective fencing is correctly in place around protected and/or designated trees.    YES  NO  
(N/A if there are no protected trees, check here )  
 
6. Street Trees. A signed Public Works Street Tree Protection Verification form is attached.  YES   NO  
(N/A if there are no street trees, check here ). 
_____________________________  
1 

Regulated Trees – a) Street trees – trees on public property; b) Protected trees – Coast Live Oaks or Valley Oaks which are 11.5” in diameter or larger, Coast 
Redwoods which are 18” in diameter or larger, when measured 54” above natural grade; and Heritage trees are trees designated by City Council; and c) 
Designated Trees – commercial or non-residential property trees, which are part of an approved landscape plan.  
2 

Palo Alto Tree Technical Manual (TTM) contains instructions for all requirements on this form, available at www.cityofpaloalto.org/trees/technical-manual.html 

 
S:\PLAN\PLADIV\Advance Planning\Arborist\Tree Program Information\Tree Disclosure Statement(TDS)\Tree Disclosure StatementFinal_3'07.doc                         Revised 03/04/07  
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1.0  INTRODUCTION 
 

Charities Housing is planning to construct a five-story building containing 129 multi-family 

housing units at 3001 and 3017 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (22PLN-00229).  The project site 

consists of two vacant buildings and a parking lot, and is bordered by El Camino Real to the 

south, Acacia Avenue to the east, and Olive Avenue to the west.  As part of their planning 

submittal to the City of Palo Alto (CPA), Charities Housing has retained me to prepare this 

Tree Protection Report, and specific tasks assigned to execute are as follows (this report 

serves to update my prior 3/18/22 report prepared for this project): 

 Visit the site on 3/9/22, 3/11/22, 3/12/22 and 9/16/22 to identify 25 trees which have 

trunks located within or adjacent to the work area. These trees account for those 

within the property, overhanging from neighboring properties, and along adjoining 

street frontages up to 30 feet from the property boundary. 

 Determine each tree’s trunk diameter pursuant to the City's Tree Technical Manual1 

and the Guide for Plant Appraisal, 10th Edition;2 diameters are rounded to the 

nearest inch, and those listed with >one diameter are formed by multiple trunks. 

 Obtain photos; see Exhibit C (#33 & 54-56 on 9/16/22, all others in March 2022). 

 Estimate each tree’s height and average canopy spread (rounded to the nearest fifth). 

 Ascertain each tree's health, structural integrity and form, and assign an overall 

condition percent (100%=best, 0%=worst) and description (e.g. good, fair, poor or dead).  

 Rate each tree’s suitability for preservation (e.g. high, moderate or low). 

 Utilize the numbering pattern established (by others) on the topo survey, and plot 

those numbers onto the site map in Exhibit B (base map is a copy of the Topographic 

& Boundary Survey prepared by Kier & Wright, dated May 2018).   

 Affix round metal tags with corresponding, engraved numbers onto accessible trees 

(includes all but inaccessible trunks of #54 thru 56).      

 Identify which are defined by the PAMC as protected and/or street trees.  

 Review the 7/7/22 Existing Landscape Plan (L002), prepared by form/work 

landscape architecture, to ascertain the proposed tree disposition and replacements.   

 Provide design guidelines and protection measures to help avoid or mitigate potential 

impacts to retained trees, as well as conform with City requirements. 

 Prepare a written report presenting the above information, and submit via email as a 

PDF document. 

                                                 
1 Available for viewing at www.cityofpaloalto.org/civica/filebank/blobdload.asp?BlobID=6436.  
2  Authored by the Council of Tree & Landscape Appraisers, and published by the International Society of 

Arboriculture (ISA). 
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2.0  TREE COUNT AND COMPOSITION  

 

Twenty-five (25) trees of 10 various species were inventoried for this report.  They are 

sequentially numbered and tagged as #1-15, 18, 21-25, 33 and 54-56, and the table below 

identifies their common names, assigned numbers, counts and overall percentages.   

 

Table 1 ‐ Tree Count and Composition 

 

NAME TREE NUMBER(S) COUNT 
% OF 

TOTAL 

Aleppo pine 25 1 4% 

Aristocrat callery pear 10-12, 14 & 18 5 20% 

Canary Island date palm 56 1 4% 

London plane tree 1 thru 9 9 36% 

Pepper tree 13 1 4% 

Purple Robe locust 15 1 4% 

Queen palm 54 & 55 2 8% 

Silver dollar gum 21, 22 & 24 3 12% 

Tree-of-Heaven 23 1 4% 

Trident maple 33 1 4% 

    
 Total 25 100% 

 

 

Specific information regarding each tree is presented within the table in Exhibit A.  The 

trees’ assigned numbers and approximate locations can be viewed on the site map in 

Exhibit B, and photographs are presented in Exhibit C.  

 

As illustrated in Table 1, the most frequently encountered species is London plane tree (at 

36%), followed by Aristocrat pear (at 20%) and silver dollar gum (at 12%).  All 25 trees 

are considered ornamental and not native to the local geographical region. 
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Eleven (11) trees are located within the public right-of-way and regulated by the CPA as 

street trees (see Section 3.0 for additional information); they include #1-9, 15 and 33. Trees 

#1-6 align El Camino Real, #7-9 and 15 align Olive Avenue, and #33 is along Acacia 

Avenue.  Of these, #15 along the street frontage of 461 Olive Avenue, #33 is in front of the 

northern neighboring parking lot, and all others align street frontages of the project site. 

 

Trees #10-14, 18 and 23 are located onsite and within the project boundary.  Trees #21, 22, 

24, 25 and 54-56 are located offsite on adjoining northern properties; #21, 22, 24 and 25 

occupy a planter adjacent to the neighboring parking lot, whereas #54 thru 56 are within 

the backyard of 461 Olive Avenue.  

 

Based on the species and/or trunk diameters of inventoried trees, none are defined by the 

CPA as protected trees (refer to Section 3.0 for additional information).   

 

Street trees #15 and 33 are included due to being within the public right-of-way and within 

30 feet from the property boundary.  Neighboring trees #21, 22, 24, 25 and 54-56 are 

included due their canopies overhanging the project site.  

 

Trees #15, 33 and 54-56 are not shown on the topo.  I identify their locations on the map in 

Exhibit B (end of the red arrows), but note those locations are only roughly approximate 

and should not be construed as being surveyed.   

 

There topo identifies three Photinia shrubs, and are exempt from inclusion due to not being 

trees.  Of these, two remain and one has been removed; their locations can be viewed on 

the map in Exhibit B between trees #14 and 18.   several tree locations shown on the plans 

but have been removed at some point since the topo survey was prepared.  I denote them 

on the map in Exhibit B; one is near #20, another is near #32, and a third is near #52.  
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3.0  REGULATED TREES 

 

The PAMC regulates specific types of trees on public and private property for the purpose 

of avoiding their removal or disfigurement without first being reviewed and permitted by 

the CPA. Three categories within the status of regulated trees include protected trees 

(PAMC 8.10), street trees (PAMC 8.04.020), and designated trees.  Additional Information 

regarding regulated trees can be viewed on page xiii of the City’s Tree Technical Manual.  

 

None are defined as protected trees.  The species and threshold for this designation include 

coast live and valley oaks having trunk diameters ≥11.5 inches, and coast redwoods with 

trunk diameters ≥18 inches. Note that although a new and expanded definition for 

protected trees was recently codified by the CPA, this definition applies due to the project's 

pre-application being approved prior to the code change.   

 

As previously mentioned, trees #1-9, 15 and 33 have trunks situated within the public 

right-of-way, and as such, are defined as street trees.   

 

The designated tree category can be enacted by the CPA to apply to a existing trees planted 

on a commercial or planned development site, for either designated tree landscape or to 

mitigate tree removal.  Based on CPA comments for this project, all onsite trees are 

assigned this category and include #10-14, 18 and 23.  
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4.0  SUITABILITY FOR TREE PRESERVATION 

 

Each tree has been assigned either a high, moderate or low suitability for preservation 

rating as a means to cumulatively measure its health, structural integrity, anticipated life 

span, remaining life expectancy, location, size, particular species, tolerance to construction 

impacts, growing space, and safety to property and persons within striking distance. 

Descriptions of these ratings are presented below, and the high category comprises 11 trees 

(44%), the moderate category 8 (or 32%), and the low category 6 (or 24%). 

 

High:  Applies to #1-6, 8, 9 and 54-56. 

These London planes are street trees and appear healthy and structurally stable; have no 

obvious, significant health issues or structural defects; present a good potential for 

contributing long-term to the site; and require only periodic or regular care and monitoring 

to maintain their longevity and structural integrity.   

 

Moderate:  Applies to #7, 10, 13, 15, 21, 22, 24 and 33. 

These trees contribute to the site, but at levels less than those assigned a high suitability; 

might have health and/or structural issues which may or may not be reasonably addressed 

and properly mitigated; and frequent care is typically required for their remaining lifespan.   

 

Low:  Applies to #11, 12, 14, 18, 23 and 25. 

These trees have significant health and/or structural issues expected to worsen regardless 

of tree care measures employed (i.e. beyond likely recovery).  As a general guideline, they 

should be removed regardless of future site improvements, and any which are retained 

require frequent monitoring and care throughout their remaining lifespans to minimize risk 

to any persons or property within striking distance.   
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5.0  PROPOSED TREE DISPOSITION 

 

5.1  Tree Disposition Summary  

The landscape plan reviewed depicts the following tree disposition: 
 

 Remove (7 in total): #10-14, 18 and 23.  

 Retain in Place (18 in total): #1-9, 15, 21-24, 33 and 54-56.   

 

Table 2 below also summarizes each tree's proposed disposition, as well as lists their 

common name, trunk diameter and canopy spread.  For planned removals, the CPA 

standards to mitigate canopy loss is identified within the last column, and further 

information regarding replacements is discussed in Section 5.2 of this report.   

 
 

Table 2 ‐ Tree Disposition Table 

 
       DISPOSITION       

TREE  
# COMMON NAME RETAIN RMV 

DIAM    
(in.) 

CAN    
(ft.) 

REPLACEMENTS    
(for removals) 

1 London plane tree X - 16 45 N/A 

2 London plane tree X - 15 40 N/A 

3 London plane tree X - 16 55 N/A 

4 London plane tree X - 13 50 N/A 

5 London plane tree X - 12 35 N/A 

6 London plane tree X - 10 30 N/A 

7 London plane tree X - 9 25 N/A 

8 London plane tree X - 7 30 N/A 

9 London plane tree X - 11 40 N/A 

10 Aristocrat callery pear - X 16 35 four of 24" box size 

11 Aristocrat callery pear - X 13 35 four of 24" box size 

12 Aristocrat callery pear - X 15 30 four of 24" box size 

13 Pepper tree - X 16 30 four of 24" box size 

14 Aristocrat callery pear - X 10 25 three of 24" box size 

15 Purple Robe locust X - 4 20 N/A 
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Table 2 continued:  
 

       DISPOSITION       

TREE  
# NAME RETAIN RMV 

DIAM    
(in.) 

CAN    
(ft.) 

REPLACEMENTS    
(for removals) 

18 Aristocrat callery pear   X 16 35 four of 24" box size 

21 Silver dollar gum X - 12 20 N/A 

22 Silver dollar gum X - 17 35 N/A 

23 Tree-of-Heaven - X 11,8,7,6 30 four of 24" box size 

24 Silver dollar gum X - 10 30 N/A 

25 Aleppo pine X - 16 30 N/A 

33 Trident maple X - 2 10 N/A 

54 Queen palm X - ~10 35 N/A 

55 Queen palm X - ~10 35 N/A 

56 Canary Island date 
palm 

X - ~25 35 N/A 

       

LEGEND      
RMV = Remove      
DIAM = Diameter (trunk)      
CAN = Canopy spread (average)      
in. = inches      
ft. = feet      
CPA = City of Palo Alto      
 

 

5.2  Proposed Removals and Mitigation 

The seven trees proposed for removal, namely #10-14, 18 and 23, align the northern 

boundary and directly conflict with site grading, drainage, and the future pathway 

providing pedestrian access from Olive Avenue to Acacia Avenue.  Of these, #13 (pepper 

tree) is considered in overall fair condition, whereas all others are found to be in overall 

poor condition.   
 

The minimum mitigation for these removals is listed within Table 2, and combined, they 

total 27 trees of 24-inch box size pursuant to Table 3-1 of the CPA Tree Technical 

Manual;3 a copy is shown on Table 3 (next page). 

                                                 
3  The basis of Table 3-1's replacement sizes and amounts considers the growth of one 24-inch box size tree 

at a rate equivalent to 9 feet of canopy spread over the course of 10 years.   
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Should available future planting space be insufficient to reasonably accommodate this 

amount, alternative sizes can be applied and are specified within the last column of Table 

3-1.  Depositing an in-lieu fee into the CPA's Forestry Fund might also serve to mitigate 

any difference.  

 

Table 3 ‐ CPA Tree Replacement Standard 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.3  Retained Trees  

The 18 trees proposed for retention include #1-9, 15, 21-24, 33 and 54-56.  These account 

for all existing street trees aligning El Camino Real and Olive Avenue, the small street tree 

maple beyond the site and along Acacia Avenue, and all offsite trees on the adjoining 

northern parking lot and residential property.  Recommendations to help achieve sufficient 

protection are presented within the next section of this report.    
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6.0  TREE PROTECTION MEASURES 

 

Recommendations presented within this section serve as measures to help mitigate or 

avoid impacts to trees being retained.  They should be incorporated into the project plans; 

carefully followed throughout demolition, construction and landscaping; and are subject to 

revision upon reviewing future project plans. I (hereinafter, "project arborist") should be 

consulted in the event any cannot be feasibly implemented.  Please note, unless otherwise 

stated, all referenced distances from trunks are intended to be from the closest edge, face 

of, their outermost perimeter.  

 

6.1  Design Guidelines 

1. Consider each Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) as follows, the linear distances of which 

project in all directions from the trunk: where within existing planters, a minimum 

distance of 10 times the trunk diameter, and where beyond planters, a minimum 

distance of 5 times the trunk diameter. The TPZ is the area where the following 

activities, and not necessarily limited to, should be avoided: trenching, soil scraping, 

compaction, mass and finish-grading, overexcavation, subexcavation, tilling, ripping, 

swales, bioswales, storm drains, dissipaters, equipment cleaning, removal of 

underground utilities and vaults, altering existing water/drainage flows, stockpiling 

and dumping of materials, and equipment and vehicle operation. Where an impact 

encroaches slightly within a setback, it can be reviewed on a case-by-case basis by 

the project arborist to determine appropriate mitigation measures.   

 

2. Per City requirements, incorporate this report into the project plan set, following the 

CPA T-1 sheet, and copy onto T-2, T-3, etc. until its entirety is shown (and in a 

manner which all report text can be clearly read on the plan sheets).  

 

3. On all architectural, civil, landscape and electrical site-related plans, show the trunk 

locations, trunk diameters (circles to scale), and assigned numbers of all inventoried 

trees (see site map in Exhibit B). Also, add notes instructing that contractors comply 

with recommendations presented in this report and on Sheet T-1, and to contact the 

project arborist prior to permitted work being performed within a TPZ.  
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4. Add the following onto a tree disposition plan or tree protection plan (or equivalent): 

notes listed in item #3; for trees proposed for removal, place an "X" across their 

trunks; and identify the Tree Protection Zones (TPZs).    

 

5. For purposes of identifying potential impacts and any possible mitigation measures,  

the CPA requires all design changes occurring near retained trees are reviewed by the 

project arborist prior to resubmitting plans.  

 

6. Abandon any underground portions of existing and unused lines, pipes and manholes, 

etc. within a TPZ to avoid causing root loss/damage (prescribe they are cut off at 

existing soil grade versus being dug up). Add this provision onto the demolition plan. 

 

7. Route underground utilities and services beyond TPZs. Where this is not feasible, 

consider the following alternative trenching or installation methods (listed in order of 

least to most impactful): directionally bore by at least 4 feet below grade, tunnel 

using a pneumatic air device (e.g. an AirSpade®), or manually dig with a shovel (i.e. 

no jackhammer); these assume pipe bursting, an optimal method, does not apply to 

this project. For boring, establish access pits and above-ground infrastructure (e.g. 

splice boxes, meters and vaults) beyond TPZs.   

 

8. Ensure specifications by the geotechnical, soils and structural engineers do not 

require compaction, overexcavation, subexcavation or fill within a TPZ.  Shoring 

utilized to achieve these setbacks, if applicable (such as a pile driver or drill rig), 

shall not be used where significant damage to a tree's canopy would occur; this can 

be determined on a case-by-case basis. 

 

9. Any new walkway or sidewalk proposed on existing unpaved ground within a TPZ 

should be designed and built entirely above existing soil grade and surface roots (i.e. 

a no-dig design), including for base material, edging and forms. Also, direct 

compaction of soil shall be avoided (levels comparable to foot-tamping are 

acceptable), and soil fill used to bevel the top of walk to existing grade should not 

exceed 18 to 24 inches from a walk's edge, not be compacted, nor placed closer than 

5 feet from a tree's trunk.  Tensar® BX Geogrid (www.tensarcorp.com) is a material 

which can help address these limited excavation and compaction requirements. 
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10. For any retaining or landscape wall within a TPZ, utilize a pier and above-grade 

beam system, establish the beam spanning between footings to be above-grade (i.e. a 

no-dig design except for footings), and avoid fill and compaction between footings. 

 

11. Design any new bioswales, storm drains and swales well-beyond TPZs.    

 

12. All electrical routes should be designed and represented on the electrical site plan to 

be beyond TPZs.   

 

13. Any new light poles should be established beyond tree canopies, or at a minimum, 

only where minor branch clearance is needed.  The proximity of tree trunks should 

also be considered, and placed as far from them as possible. 

 

14. The future staging area and route(s) of access should be shown on the final site plan 

and avoided on unpaved areas beneath or near canopies.   

 

15. The erosion control design should represent silt fence and/or straw rolls at locations 

beyond TPZs, and at a minimum, not against a tree's trunk.  Where within a TPZ, the 

material should not be embedded into the ground by more than 2 inches, nor require 

the severance of surface or shallow roots. 

 

16. Avoid specifying the use of herbicides use within a TPZ; where used on site, they 

should be labeled for safe use near trees. Also, do not prescribe liming to occur 

within 50 feet from a tree. 

 

17. The landscape design should conform to the following additional guidelines: 

a. Avoid prescribing tilling, ripping, surface scraping or compaction within TPZs.    

b. Irrigation should not strike within 12 inches from trunks of existing trees, nor 

applied against trunks of new trees.  

c. Plant material be installed no closer than 12 to 24 inches from tree trunks. 

d. If applicable, any new street tree(s) should be designed to be at least 10 feet from 

an existing or new utility (per CPA guidelines). 

e. All new trees should be installed, including necessary irrigation, by an 

experienced California state-licensed landscape contractor (C-27) or tree service 
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company (D-49), and performed to professional industry standards.  Only if 

necessary to stand upright, they should be double-staked (no cross-brace) with 

rubber tree ties or equivalent, and the support stakes cut below the first main 

lateral branch.  All nursery stakes shall be removed. Root crowns of new trees 

shall be visible and absent of encircling roots. 

f. Irrigation and lighting features (e.g. main line, laterals, valve boxes, wiring and 

controllers) should not require trenching inside TPZs, including header/lateral 

lines.  In the event this is not feasible, they may require being installed in a radial 

direction to, and terminate a specific distance from, a trunk (versus crossing past 

it). In certain instances, a pneumatic air device may be needed to avoid root 

damage, and any Netafim tubing placed on grade. 

g. Irrigation for new trees should be supplied through an automatic timer, separate 

from other plant material, and supplied by one to two bubblers (minimum two for 

a 48-inch box). The bubblers should be placed and staked on the rootball's 

surface (not against a trunk, in a sleeve or on mulch), at around 1/2 to 1/3 the 

distance between the trunk and rootball edge. Additionally, an 8-inch tall circular 

berm formed by soil should established around a rootball's perimeter, and a 3-

inch layer of mulch spread over their tops, kept 1-inch from the trunks' bases.   

h. Ground cover beneath canopies of existing trees should be comprised of a 3-inch 

layer of coarse wood chips or other high-quality mulch (gorilla hair, rock, stone, 

gravel, black plastic or other synthetic ground cover should be avoided).  Mulch 

should kept off the trees’ trunks or visible root collars. 

i. Bender board or other edging material proposed beneath the canopies should be 

established on top of existing soil grade (such as by using vertical stakes). 

 

6.2  Before Demolition, Grading and Construction 

18. Several weeks prior to mobilizing equipment, conduct a site meeting between the 

general contractor, applicable subcontractors, and project arborist for the purpose of 

reviewing tree fencing and locations, removals, pruning, mulch placement, 

supplemental water, trench routes, routes of access, staging, and other items and 

protection measures presented in this report.   
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19. The project arborist must also regularly inspect the project site as outlined on page 2-

14 of the Tree Technical Manual (Section 2.30 Inspection Schedule), and verify 

conformance to tree protection measures.  Inspections shall occur at least once per 

month and continue through final inspection, and additional site visits are necessary 

to observe/advise regarding tree care and/or services. A summary of pertinent 

observations and recommendations shall coincide with each inspection.   

 

20. Avoid interrupting any existing irrigation. In the event interruption does occur, 

supplemental with potable water, and discuss the methodology, frequency and 

amount with the project arborist beforehand.   

 

21. Install tree protection prior to mobilizing equipment to the site.  For offsite trees, 

construction fencing along or inside the property line can also serve as sufficient tree 

protection. For street trees #7-9, 15 and 33 (#15 and/or 33 may not need fencing due 

to their location), install Type II Protection to enclose the entire planter strip within 

their TPZs; this consists of 5- to 6-foot tall chain link mounted onto 2-inch diameter 

steel posts driven into the ground up against adjacent sidewalks and curbs.  For street 

trees #1 thru 6, utilize Modified Type III Protection (aka trunk wrap), which consists 

of wrapping a single straw wattle horizontally around the trunk at roughly 10 feet 

high and another around its base (loosely); placing boards (2"x4") vertically around 

the outside, from ground to 10 feet high; then wrapping orange-plastic fencing 

around the boards two to three times and tying together.  All protection shall remain 

in place until otherwise instructed by the project arborist, and Sheet T-1 for 

additional information.   

 

22. Affix warning signs every 10± feet of fencing near trees, and one onto the trunk wrap 

of each street tree #1 thru 6.  The signs shall be at least 8-½ by 11 inches in size, and 

refer to Sheet T-1 for a CPA template.     

 

23. Manually spread, and replenish as needed, a 3- to 4-inch (max) layer of coarse wood 

chips (¼- to ¾-inch in size) over exposed ground within designated-fenced areas for 

street trees. The wood chips shall be derived from a tree-service company and 

approved by the project arborist beforehand. 
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24. A root zone buffer shall be installed where fencing cannot be installed to enclose 

unpaved ground within a TPZ. It shall consist of a 6- to 12-inch layer of coarse wood 

chips mentioned above, and spread over unpaved ground and surface roots; at the 

contractor's discretion, sheets of plywood could be laid on top and tied together for a 

more level, steadier walking surface.  Alternative buffers can also be reviewed.   

 

25. Prior to grading and utility installation, review the staked locations with the project 

arborist where within or near a TPZ. Also, identify the precise locations of where 

underground utilities within TPZs will be capped (i.e. where being abandoned).  

 

26. All pruning shall be performed under direction of the project arborist, conducted in 

accordance with the most recent ANSI A300 standards, and performed by a 

California licensed tree-service contractor (D-49) with an ISA certified arborist in a 

supervisory role.  Note that for pine #25, the section of canopy overhanging the site 

requires pruning prior to demolition.   

 

27. For tree #33, determine if its rootball is stable (through gently pushing and pulling on 

the trunk), and if so, manually remove the wooden support stake and ties.    

 

28. Fertilization may benefit a tree's health, vigor and appearance.  If applied, however, 

soil samples should first be obtained to identify the pH levels and nutrient levels so a 

proper fertilization program can be established. I further recommend any fertilization 

is performed under the direction and supervision of a certified arborist, and in 

accordance with the most recent ANSI A300 Fertilization standards.  

 

 6.3  During Demolition, Grading and Construction 

29. Where within the assigned TPZs, all work must performed under the presence of and 

direct supervision by the project arborist; by foot-traffic only without the travel or 

operation of heavy equipment, including small tractors; and any approved excavation 

manually conducted using hand tools only (no jackhammers) and/or utilizing a 

pneumatic air device operated by a tree service. 

 

30. The removal of any existing plant material and ivy within a TPZ must be manually 

performed.  
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31. Take great care in removing the existing chain link fencing to avoid damaging 

adjacent trunks and branches. 

 

32. Great care is needed during demolition and construction to avoid excavating into the 

ground and disturbing roots within TPZs, and equipment shall not travel over newly 

exposed ground/roots during the process. Additionally, equipment and truck 

operators must also be aware of existing trees (both along the street and onsite) to 

avoid damaging limbs, branches and trunks, as well as the scorching of foliage.  

Contact the project arborist well in advance of a potential conflict (wrap protection 

around limbs may be necessary before potential damage occurs).  

 

33. For trees impacted by root loss, apply potable water to unpaved ground beneath their 

canopies every 2 to 3 weeks or as determined by the project arborist. Further review 

and discussion regarding the methodology, frequency and amounts can be provided 

closer to construction (species and location dependent). Various application methods 

include automatic irrigation, periodically flooding the planter areas at a slow 

discharge rate, using soaker hoses, or through deep-root injection.  Note that should 

dewatering of the site be required, supplement water for all trees will become 

necessary (not just for those impacted).   

 

34. Digging for bollards or fence posts within a TPZ shall be manually performed using a 

shovel or post-hole digger. For any root encountered during the process with a 

diameter ≥2 inches, shift the hole over by 12 inches and repeat the process.   

 

35. Spoils generated during demolition, excavation and trenching must not be piled or 

spread over unpaved ground within a TPZ.  If necessary, temporarily pile on existing 

pavement, plywood or a tarp. 

 

36. Any authorized digging within a TPZ should retain and protect roots encountered 

with diameters of ≥2 inches. Once exposed, cover with wet burlap and keep 

continually moist until they can be assessed by the project arborist.  If authorized by 

the project arborist and/or CPA arborist for cutting, cleanly severe at 90° to the angle 

of root growth against the cut line using sharp tools (e.g. loppers or handsaw), and 

then immediately after, the cut end shall be either buried with soil or kept continually 
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moist by burlap until the dug area is backfilled.  Roots encountered with diameters 

less than the 2-inch threshold can be cleanly severed at a 90° angle to the direction of 

root growth.   

 

37. All electrical and irrigation routes shall be staked, reviewed and approved by the 

project arborist prior to trenching occurring within a TPZ. 

 

38. Avoid using tree trunks as winch supports for moving or lifting heavy loads, or for 

tying rope, cables, chains, signs or other items around. 

 

39. Dust accumulating on trunks and canopies during dry weather periods may need to 

be periodically washed away (e.g. every three to four months).  

 

40. Where beneath canopies, avoid disposing harmful products (such as cement, paint, 

chemicals, oil and gasoline) anywhere on site that allows drainage within or near 

TPZs; do not wash any equipment; and avoid applying herbicides (if applied, they 

should be labeled for safe use near trees).  Do not apply lime w/in 50 ft from a trunk. 
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7.0  ASSUMPTIONS AND LIMITING CONDITIONS 

 

 All information presented herein covers only the inventoried trees listed in Exhibit A, and 
reflects their size, condition, and areas viewed from the project site, adjoining streets and 
sidewalks on 3/9/22, 3/11/22, 3/12/22 and 9/15/22.  I hold no opinion towards other trees on or 
surrounding the project area. 

 
 The documented condition and suitability ratings of dormant trees are subject to change once 

they can be observed following their annual regrowth of leaves.   
 
 Observations were performed visually from the ground without probing, coring, dissecting or 

excavating.   
 
 I cannot provide a guarantee or warranty, expressed or implied, that deficiencies or problems of 

any trees or property in question may not arise in the future.   
 

 No assurance can be offered that if all my recommendations and precautionary measures 
(verbal or in writing) are accepted and followed, that the desired results may be achieved. 
 

 I cannot guarantee or be responsible for the accuracy of information provided by others. 
 
 I assume no responsibility for the means and methods used by any person or company 

implementing the recommendations provided in this report. 
 
 The information provided herein represents my opinion.  Accordingly, my fee is in no way 

contingent upon the reporting of a specified finding, conclusion or value. 
 
 Numbers shown on the site map in Exhibit B are solely intended to represent a tree's roughly 

approximate location and should not be construed as surveyed points. 
 
 This report is proprietary to me and may not be copied or reproduced in whole or part without 

prior written consent.  It has been prepared for the sole and exclusive use of the parties to who 
submitted for the purpose of contracting services provided by David L. Babby. 

 
 If any part of this report or copy thereof be lost or altered, the entire evaluation shall be invalid. 
 

 
 

 

 

 
Prepared By:  ________________________ Date:  September 23, 2022 
 David L. Babby 
  Registered Consulting Arborist #399 

  Board‐Certified Master Arborist #WE‐4001B 

    CA Licensed Tree Service Contractor #796763 (C61/D49) 
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1
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 16 45 45 60% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Has outgrown its 5' long by 2.8' wide planter.  Adjacent curb is cracked and raised.  Base
abuts a narrow 2.5' wide sidewalk, which has been raised in past.  

2
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 15 45 40 50% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Has outgrown its 5' long by 2.8' wide planter.  Adjacent curb is cracked and raised, and base 
abuts a narrow 2.5' wide sidewalk.  Large crack in sidewalk.  Dead branch suspended in its 
canopy, which is elevated and asymmetrical.

3
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 16 45 55 60% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Has outgrown its 5' long by 2.8' wide planter. Adjacent curb is cracked. Base abuts and grows 
by a few inches over adjacent sidewalk, which has a large crack.   Elevated canopy.

4
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 13 45 50 60% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Has outgrown its 5' long by 2.8' wide planter.  Base grows over sidewalk by nearly 6".  
Canopy is elevated.

5
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 12 35 35 50% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Within a 4' long by 2.3' wide planter.  Adjacent curb is crack.  Canopy is elevated.

6
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 10 30 30 60% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Within a 4' long by 2.3' wide planter.  Adjacent sidewalk is raised at multiple locations.
Elevated canopy.  Leans slightly towards street.

7
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 9 35 25 40% Poor Moderate N N Y

Comments: Within a 4.5' wide, continuous planter strip.  Asymmetrical canopy grows away from 
building.  High canopy.  
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8
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 7 30 30 60% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Within a 4.5' wide, continuous planter strip.  Elevated canopy formed by a central leader.

9
London plane tree                

(Platanus  × hispanica ) 11 40 40 50% Fair High N N Y

Comments: Within a 4.5' wide, continuous planter strip.  Elevated canopy.

10
Aristocrat callery pear            
(Pyrus c . 'Aristocrat') 16 35 35 40% Poor Moderate Y N N

Comments: Canopy is infected with fireblight, conditions applying to all pears inventoried for this report.
Surface roots extend up to 8' from trunk.  Crown is formed by six leaders and partly beneath
high-voltage wires.  Excessive limb weight over site.  Deadwood.

11
Aristocrat callery pear            
(Pyrus c . 'Aristocrat') 13 35 35 30% Poor Low Y N N

Comments: Top of crown is sparse and declining.  Large deadwood and excessive limb weight.  Surface 
roots extend up to 8-9' from trunk. 

12
Aristocrat callery pear            
(Pyrus c . 'Aristocrat') 15 40 30 30% Poor Low Y N N

Comments: Leans slightly N and has a high and declining canopy with large deadwood in lower crown.
Within finger planter. A narrow, weak attachment where four leaders emerge. Roots form
mound in parking lot up to 12' from trunk.  

13
Pepper tree                     

(Schinus molle ) 16 40 30 60% Fair Moderate Y N N

Comments: Leans NW.  Trunk bifurcates at 6' high.  Asymmetrical canopy.  Fence wall is 10" from base.
Crowded-growing conditions.

14
Aristocrat callery pear            
(Pyrus c . 'Aristocrat') 10 30 25 30% Poor Low Y N N

Comments: Has a mostly one-sided canopy away from #13's and neighboring property.  Deadwood.  
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15
Purple Robe locust               

(Robinia 'Purple Robe') 4 25 20 50% Fair Moderate N N Y

Comments: Added to map, its trunk's center being 2.5' from PL.  In front of 461 Olive Ave., and beneath 
high-voltage, phone and cable wires.  Grass throughout planter. Has a few old wounds at
union of two remaining leaders.  Asymmetrical canopy. 

18
Aristocrat callery pear            
(Pyrus c . 'Aristocrat') 16 35 35 30% Poor Low Y N N

Comments: Leans N w/ a pronounced buttress root along the opposite side. Canopy is mostly one-sided.
Weak attachments between multiple leaders.  

21
Silver dollar gum                

(Eucalyptus polyanthemos ) 12 30 20 40% Poor Moderate N N N

Comments: Offsite.  Canopy is thin and sparse (with small stubs throughout), and reduced in past.  
Formed by multiple leaders.

22
Silver dollar gum                

(Eucalyptus polyanthemos ) 17 50 35 40% Poor Moderate N N N

Comments: Offsite.  Asymmetrical canopy reduced in past.  Formed by multiple leaders.  

23
Tree-of-Heaven                  

(Ailanthus altissima )
11, 8, 7, 

6 35 30 30% Poor Low Y N N

Comments: Invasive species.  Multiple trunks represent suckers and form an inherently weak structure.
Crowded-growing conditions beneath #22.

24
Silver dollar gum                

(Eucalyptus polyanthemos ) 10 35 30 40% Poor Moderate N N N

Comments: Offsite.  One-sided canopy grows away from #23's.  Trunk gently sweeps E.

25
Aleppo pine                    

(Pinus halapensis ) 16 35 30 30% Poor Low N N N

Comments: Offsite. Has a pronounced, ~45° SE lean, and buttress roots opposite the lean are large. Low
and extended canopy with excessive limb weight overhangs site, and is partly beneath high-
voltage wires.  Has a mostly one-sided canopy growing away from #24.
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33
Trident maple                   

(Acer buergerianum ) 2 10 10 40% Poor Moderate N N Y

Comments: Added to map, its trunk being 23' from PL.  Has a mostly one-sided canopy due to past 
pruning.  Single stake bound to trunk.  Multiple leaders emerge from trunk at 4' high.  

54
Queen palm                     

(Syagrus romanzoffiana ) ~10 30 35 80% Good High N N N

no tag Comments: Offsite.  Trunk inaccessible, and is not visible behind fence.  Has a dead frond hanging from
bottom of canopy.

55
Queen palm                     

(Syagrus romanzoffiana ) ~10 30 35 80% Good High N N N

no tag Comments: Offsite.  Trunk inaccessible, and is not visible behind fence.  Has a dead frond hanging from
bottom of canopy.

56
Canary Island date palm           
(Phoenix canariensis ) ~25 25 35 80% Good High N N N

no tag Comments: Offsite.  Trunk inaccessible, and is not visible behind fence.  Canopy overhangs site by ~3'.
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NOTES
1. All distances shown hereon are in feet and decimals thereof.

2. This survey was prepared from information furnished in a Preliminary Title Report, prepared by First
American Title insurance Company, dated November 10, 2010, Order No. NCS-459721-SC and a Preliminary
Title Report, prepared by First American Title Insurance Company, dated June 24, 2013, Order No.
NCS-597927-SC, amended/updated July 1, 2013. No liability is assumed for matters of record not stated in
said Preliminary Title Reports that may affect the boundary lines, exceptions, or easements affecting the
property.

3. The types, locations, sizes and/or depths of existing underground utilities as shown on this topographic
survey were obtained from sources of varying reliability. The contractor is cautioned that only actual
excavation will reveal the types, extent, sizes, locations and depths of such underground utilities. (A
reasonable effort has been made to locate and delineate all unknown underground utilities.) However, the
engineer can assume no responsibility for the completeness or accuracy of its delineation of such
underground utilities which may be encountered, but which are not shown on these drawings.

4. Benchmark:  FD brass disk cal. div. of Hwy #L-116 @ lite pole, #324 opposite 3255 El camino Real E'ly of
Hansen st.
Elevation:  34.42' (NGVD-29 Datum)

5. A.P.N.:  132-37-055 & 132-37-056, 132-32-037, 132-32-042, 132-32-043, 132-37-054, 132-37-057,
132-38-043, 132-38-059 ( See Parcel Exhibit below)

6. Basis of Bearings:
The bearing of North 16°03'00" East taken on the centerline of Acacia Avenue as shown on that certain Parcel
Map filed for record on May 30, 2006 in Book 801 of Maps at Pages 48 & 49, Santa Clara County Records was
taken as the Basis of all Bearings shown hereon.

7. Flood Zone Note:
The subject property is shown on the Federal Emergency Management Agency Flood Insurance Rate Map, 
Community Panel Number 060348 0017 H, dated May 18, 2009, as being located in Flood Zone "X";

Flood Zone "X";
Areas of 0.2% annual chance flood; areas of 1% annual chance flood with average depths of less than 1 foot
or with  drainage areas less than 1 square mile; and areas of protected levees from 1% annual chance flood.

7. Corner Record Note:
The developer and/or contractor shall be responsible for the preparation and filing of pre-construction and
post-construction corner records for any monuments or property corners shown hereon that may be 
destroyed during improvements to the subject property as defined in Section 8771(b) of the Professional 
Land Surveyors Act.
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NOTES 
Trees #1-15, 18, 21-25, 33 & 54-56 
Street trees: #1-9, 15 & 33 
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