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State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

1.0 INTRODUCTION

Pursuant to California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Section 15073 and Rancho California Water
District’'s CEQA Guidelines Section 6.10- 6.11, Rancho California Water District has prepared responses to
comments received during the 30-day public review period on the Draft IS/MND for Anza Road 1550
Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project. The Response to Comments and Errata, which are included in
this document, together with the revised Draft IS/MND and revised Appendices, and the Final Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP), comprise the Final IS/MND for use by Rancho California Water
District in its review and consideration of the environmental impacts of implementing the Anza Road 1550
Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project.

This Final Initial Study Mitigated Negative Declaration document is organized into five sections:
Section 1—Introduction.

Section 2—Response to Comments: Provides a list of the agencies, organizations, and individuals who
commented on the Draft IS/MND during the 30-day public review period, which began on February 9, 2023,
and ended on March 13, 2023. Copies of all of the letters received on the Draft IS/MND and written
responses to these comments are included in this section.

Section 3—Errata: During the public review period, comments from CDFW, acting as a trustee agency,
resulted in completion of an additional field survey for Crotch’s bumble bee, which has been incorporated
into Appendix B, as well as revisions to Biological Resources Mitigation Measures MM BIO-01, MM BIO-02,
MM BIO-03, and MM BIO-04. The Crotch’s bumble bee field survey confirmed the absence of this species
in the Project area. Revised mitigation measures provide clarification on the qualifications and duties of
RCWD’s designated biologist. Revisions incorporated into the Final IS/MND are derived from CDFW’s
recommended Mitigation Measures outlined within Comment Letter 4 (See Section 2) and are summarized
as follows:

Revised MM BIO-01 - included the incorporation of an additional preconstruction survey 30 days prior to
the start of construction in addition to the preconstruction survey conducted 3 days prior to construction.
Clarification was provided that the surveys would identify all migratory birds and birds’ nests, including
birds of prey, such as raptors and burrowing owl. In addition, the designated biologist’s duties for mapping,
flagging, nest protection, reporting, and environmental awareness training prior to Project construction
were outlined in this mitigation measure.

Revised MM BIO-02 - incorporated instructions for preconstruction biological surveys, training, nest
protection, reporting and monitoring.

Revised MM BIO-03- clarified that the biologist is required to monitor installation of protection barriers
between the natural onsite drainage feature that has been determined to be jurisdictional and bore and

jack construction under this drainage for Project construction.

Revised MM BIO-04- clarified that the Project’s Jurisdictional Delineation report should be kept at the
Project Site as a reference and for review upon request by USFWS and CDFW throughout construction.
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Maintenance of exclusion/ erosion control fencing shall be documented in ongoing record keeping during
construction and included as part of the worker environmental awareness training.

Revised Appendix B- Crotch’s Bumble Bee Survey (ELMT 2023)

A field survey was completed for Crotch’s Bumble Bee in response to comment 3-20 received from the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The survey was conducted on May 2", 2023, and the results
were negative for Crotch’s Bumble Bee. Therefore, results from the additional survey did not change the
conclusions of the IS/MND. The survey is added to Appendix B.

Section 4—Final Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program: Provides a list of Mitigation Measures with
changes made as summarized in the Errata.

Section 5—Final IS/MND and Appendices (Separate Cover).

The Draft IS/MND that was circulated for public review has been revised to incorporate revisions shown as
Errata in underline/strikeout. As summarized in Section 3, text additions are underlined, and deletions are
shown in strikeout. The Final IS/MND includes the following contents:

e Draft IS/MND Project Description and Revised CEQA Environmental Checklist (including revised
Mitigation Measures BIO-01 through BIO-04)
e Draft IS/MND Appendices
0 A- Air Quality, Energy, and Greenhouse Gas Impact Study
0 Revised B- Biological Resources Assessment & MSHCP Consistency Analysis, Jurisdictional
Delineation, and Survey Report for Crotch’s Bumble Bee was added for CDFW
C- Cultural, Tribal, and Archaeological Assessment Reports
D- Preliminary Soils & Foundation Evaluations & Soils Infiltration Testing
E- Noise Study
F- Paleontology Assessment Report

OO0 O0Oo

Considering reasonably anticipated environmental consequences that can be expected from Project
implementation, based on the location and proposed scope of the Project, RCWD has determined that this
Final IS/MND has been written with a sufficient degree of analysis to make an informed decision on whether
the Project will have a significant impact on the environment as a basis for approving the Project. Therefore,
this Final IS/MND has been completed in compliance with CEQA. According to RCWD’s CEQA Guidelines
Section 6.19, an IS/MND must be recirculated if “substantial revisions” result from public review.
“Substantial revisions” include the identification of “a new and avoidable significant effect” for which new
mitigation measures are needed or major revisions to the CEQA report that was circulated for public review
are needed to fully address comments received during the public review period. However, recirculation is
not required under the following circumstances:

a. Mitigation measures are replaced with equal or more effective measures, and the District makes a
finding to that effect;
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b. New project revisions are added after circulation of the Negative Declaration or Mitigated Negative
Declaration or in response to written or oral comments on the project’s effects, but the revisions
do not create new significant environmental effects and are not necessary to mitigate an avoidable
significant effect;

c. Measures or conditions of project approval are added after circulation of the Negative Declaration
or Mitigated Negative Declaration, but the measures or conditions are not required by CEQA, do
not create new significant environmental effects, and are not necessary to mitigate an avoidable
significant effect; or

d. New information is added to the Negative Declaration or Mitigated Declaration which merely
clarifies, amplifies, or makes insignificant modifications to the Negative Declaration or Mitigated
Negative Declaration.

Based on the revisions found within Section 3- Errata, the Draft IS/MND will not require recirculation since
“substantial changes” did not occur.
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2.0 RESPONSE TO PUBLIC COMMENTS

A Public Review Period for the Project started on February 10%", 2023, and concluded on March 13, 2023.
During the public review period, letters and emails were received from THPO Consulting on behalf of 1.
Agua Caliente Tribe, 2. Western Municipal Water District, 3. Morongo Band of Mission Indians, and 4.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife- Inland Deserts Region.

TABLE 1: SUMMARY OF COMMENTERS

Comment Letter No. Person, Firm, or Agency Letter Dated
THPO Consulting on behalf of Agua Caliente
1 Tribe February 14" 2023
? Western Municipal Water District March 10", 2023
3 Morongo Band of Mission Indians March 10 2023
4 California Department of Fish and Wildlife- March 13 2023

Inland Deserts Region

For each comment, a written response was given to ensure that comments from each agency were
evaluated and incorporated into the final document for a comprehensive and meaningful review of the
proposed Project. The Comment Numbers are correlated with the bracketed and identified portions of
each comment letter.

Comments from California Department of Fish and Wildlife- Inland Desert Region, have resulted in revisions
to the proposed mitigation measures for biological resources. Revisions to the Draft Initial Study/ Mitigated
Negative Declaration which are noted as follows: an addition is indicated in double-underline to the text;

strikethrough indicates deletions to the text.

On June 9th, 2023, Rancho California Water District sent a written reply to CDFW- Inland Desert Region’s
comment letter, which included the response to comments matrix, survey report for Crotch’s Bumble Bee,
revised MMRP, and Errata. RCWD gave CDFW until June 27th, 2023, to respond. CDFW’s Katrina Rehrer,
Environmental Scientist, acknowledged the receipt of RCWD’s response on June 9th, 2023. However, no
additional questions or comments were received.
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Comment Letter 1

From: THPO Consulting <ACBCI-THPO@aguacaliente.net>

Sent: Tuesday, February 14, 2023 1:23 PM

To: Engineering Email <engineering@ranchowater.com>

Subject: [EXTERNAL-SENDER]Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project

Greetings,

A records check of the Tribal Historic Preservation Office’s cultural registry revealed that this
project is not located within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area. Therefore, we defer to the other 1-1
tribes in the area. This letter shall conclude our consultation efforts.

Thank you,


rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
1-1

rchristie
Text Box
Comment Letter 1 


Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255
RESPONSE TO COMMENTS MATRIX: AGUA CALIENTE COMMENT LETTER

Commenter Comment Comment Response Revision(s) to
Number ISMND
Unknown 1-1 A records check of the Tribal Historic = This comment defers tribal consultation away from Agua Calienteand No revisions
Representative from Preservation Office’s cultural registry removed themselves as an interested party in the proposed Project. = required.
THPO Consulting on revealed that this project is not located
behalf of Agua within the Tribe’s Traditional Use Area.
Caliente Therefore, we defer to the other tribes in

the area. This letter shall conclude our
consultation efforts.
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Comment Letter 2

Western Municipal Water District
/ ‘ W E ST E R N 14205 Meridian Parkway
w AT E R gcr,xgeg by water o Riyerside, CA 92518
y service. District Business | 951.571.7100
Customer Service | 951.571.7104
Craig D. Miller

General Manager

Mike Gardner Gracie Torres Brenda Dennstedt Laura Roughton Fauzia Rizvi
Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 Division 4 Division 5

March 10, 2023

SENT VIA EMAIL

Daniel Ruiz, P.E.

Director of Engineering

Rancho California Water District
42135 Winchester Road
Temecula, CA 92590
engineering@ranchowater.com

RE: NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A DRAFT INITIAL STUDY/MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION - PROJECT NO. D1988

This letter is in response to your Notice of Intent dated February 9, 2023. 2-1

Western Municipal Water District (Western) has no comments on the proposed
Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project No. D1988.

2-2
Western does not provide retail water, sanitary sewer, or recycled water services
within the vicinity Morgan Hill Drive and Anza Road.
Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please contact Development 53

Services at (951) 571-7100 or by email at development@wmwd.com.

GINGER HAN
Senior Engineer

GH:sc

Powered by water. Driven by service. ; ‘ : /‘
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Commenter

Ginger Han, Senior
Engineer, Western
Municipal Water
District

July 2023

Comment
Number
2-1

2-2

2-3

Comment

This letter is in response to your Notice of
Intent dated February 9, 2023.

Western Municipal ~ Water  District
(Western) has no comments on the
proposed Anza Road Pipeline Extension
Project No. D1988.

Western does not provide retail water,
sanitary sewer, or recycled water services
within the Vicinity of Morgan Hill Drive and
Anza Road.

Should you have any questions regarding
this matter, please contact Development
Services at (951)571- 7100 or by email at
development@wmwd.com.
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RESPONSE TO COMMENTS MATRIX: WESTERN MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT COMMENT LETTER

Response

Noted. This comment states the purpose of this letter from the
District to respond to the Rancho California Water District’s Notice of
Intent to adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration for the Anza Road
Pipeline.

This comment documents that Western Municipal Water District
acknowledges the Project is not within their service area; therefore,
no action from Western or coordination with Rancho California Water
District is required.

Contact information for Western Municipal Water District has been
noted.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions

required.

No revisions
required.

No revisions
required.


mailto:development@wmwd.com

Comment Letter 3

TRIBAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

MORONGO
BAND OF
MISSION
INDIANS

engineering@ranchowater.com

March 10, 2023

Heather Buero

Senior Administrative Assistant - Engineering
Rancho California Water District

42135 Winchester Road

Temecula, CA 92590

A SOVEREIGN NATION

Re: Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
[Rancho Water Project No. D1988]

Dear Ms. Buero:

The Morongo Band of Mission Indians (Tribe/MBMI) Tribal Historic Preservation Office is in receipt of the
Rancho California Water District notice regarding the MND for the above referenced project. The proposed
Project is not located within the ancestral territory and traditional use area of the Cahuilla and Serrano
people of the Morongo Band of Mission Indians.

Thank you for notifying MBMI of this project. Tribe encourages consultation with the Tribes more closely
associated with the area of this Project.

Respectfully,

Bernadette Ann Brierty
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

CC: Morongo THPO

12700 Pumarra Road — Banning, CA 92220 — (951) 755-5259 - Frax (951) 572-6004 — THPO@morongo-nsn.gov

3-1

3-2
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Commenter

Bernadette Ann

Brierty, Morongo

Band of Mission
Indians

July 2023

Comment
Number
3-1

3-2

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS MATRIX: MBMI COMMENT LETTER

Comment

The Morongo Band of Mission Indians
(Tribe/ MBMI) Tribal Historic Preservation
Office is in receipt of the Rancho California
Water notice regarding the MND for the
above reference project. The proposed
Project is not located within the ancestral
territory and tradition use area of the
Cahuilla and Serrano people of the
Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Thank you for notifying MBMI of this
project. Tribe encourages consultation with
the Tribes more closely associated with the
area of this Project.
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Response

Noted. This comment states that the proposed Project will not impact
the ancestral territory and traditional areas associated with the

State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions

required.

Cahuilla and Serrano people of the MBMI.

The MBMI defers consultation to Tribes located closer to the Project
area; therefore, further consultation with MBMI is not necessary for

this project.

Rancho California Water District

No revisions
required.



Comment Letter 4

State of California — Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director & 73"
Inland Deserts Region

3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220
Ontario, CA 91764

www.wildlife.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH &
(WILDLIFE

March 13, 2023

Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
42135 Winchester Road
Temecula, CA 92590
ruizd@ranchowater.com

Subject: Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project, Mitigated
Negative Declaration, SCH # 2023020255, Rancho California Water
District, Riverside County

Dear Mr. Ruiz:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND) from the Rancho California Water District (District) for the Anza
Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project (Project) for Ardurra Group, Inc. 4-1
(Project Applicant/Proponent) pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines?.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife. 4-2
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects
of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carry out or approve through the
exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State [Fish & G. Code, 88 711.7,
subdivision (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, § 15386, subdivision (a)]. CDFW, in its trustee capacity,
has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and management of fish, wildlife,
native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically sustainable populations of those 4-3
species (Id., 8 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to
provide, as available, biological expertise during public agency environmental review
efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related activities that have the potential to
adversely affect state fish and wildlife resources.

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA
Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 2 of 39

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA (Pub.
Resources Code, 8§ 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW expects that it may
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code, including
lake and streambed alteration regulatory authority (Fish & G. Code, 8§ 1600 et seq.).
Likewise, to the extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take”,
as defined by State law, of any species protected under the California Endangered
Species Act (CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), or CESA-listed rare plant
pursuant to the Native Plant Protection Act (NPPA; Fish & G. Code, 81900 et seq.),
CDFW recommends the Project proponent obtain appropriate authorization under the
Fish and Game Code.

CDFW issued Natural Community Conservation Plan approval and take authorization in
2004 for the Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan
(MSHCP), as per Section 2800, et seq., of the California Fish and Game Code. The
MSHCP established a multiple species conservation program to minimize and mitigate
habitat loss and the incidental take of covered species in association with activities
covered under the permit. CDFW is providing the following comments as they relate to
the Project’s consistency with the MSHCP and CEQA.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND SUMMARY

Description: The Rancho California Water District (District; Lead Agency) and Ardurra
Group, Inc. (Project Applicant) are proposing the Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone
Pipeline Extension Project (Project). The proposed Project would extend the potable
water pipeline approximately 1,050 linear feet, consisting of 725 linear feet of 12-inch
and 325 linear feet of 24-inch diameter potable water pipeline, beginning at the end of
Morgan Hill Drive to Anza Road using open trench and jack and bore construction.

In addition, approximately 45 linear feet of 24- inch casing will be utilized to install the
pipeline where it passes under an unnamed jurisdictional wash. The casing construction
will require the removal of approximately 120 cubic yards (CY) of excavated material
(80 CY for jacking pit and 40 CY for receiving pit). Excavation of the trench will involve
preparation of the trench, amending soil to fill the bottom of the trench, and backfilling
the trench. In addition, approximately 560 CY of excavated material for the 12-inch
pipeline and 450 CY of excavated material for the entire length of the 24-inch pipeline is
required.

Location: The Project site is located north of Calle Linda, east of Anza Road, south of
Highway 79 and west of Morgan Hill Road in unincorporated Riverside County,
California, in Township 14 South, Range 2 West, of the U.S. Geological Survey 7.5”
Pechanga, California topographic quadrangle map; Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 966-
170-003, 966-170-006, 966-170-022, and 966-170-040.

4-4
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4-7


rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-4

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-5

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-6

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-7


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 3 of 39

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the documents for review, CDFW offers the comments and recommendations
below to assist the District in adequately identifying, avoiding, and/or mitigating the
Project’s significant, or potentially significant, direct, and indirect impacts on fish and
wildlife (biological) resources. Editorial comments or other suggestions are also be
included to improve the environmental document. CDFW recommends the measures or
revisions below be included in a science-based monitoring program that contains
adaptive management strategies as part of the Project’s CEQA mitigation, monitoring
and reporting program (Pub. Resources Code, 8 21081.6; CEQA Guidelines, 8 15097).

Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

Compliance with approved habitat plans, such as the MSHCP, is discussed in CEQA.
Specifically, Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the CEQA
document discuss any inconsistencies between a proposed project and applicable
general plans and regional plans, including habitat conservation plans and natural
community conservation plans. An assessment of the impacts to the MSHCP as a result
of this Project is necessary to address CEQA requirements. The proposed Project
occurs within the MSHCP area and is subject to the provisions and policies of the
MSHCP.

The MND indicates that project activities associated would not conflict with the
provisions of the MSHCP. Portions of the Project are adjacent to conserved lands,
discussed further below. The MND should provide analysis that Project activities are
consistent with MSHCP obijectives. If there is potential for take of species or loss of
habitat due to project implementation, then these impacts should be addressed. The
District, as the lead agency, has the option of obtaining take of threatened and/or
endangered species through the MSHCP or through a CESA Incidental Take Permit
(ITP).

The District is the lead agency but is not signatory to the MSHCP; in order to participate
in the MSHCP, the District would need to act as a Participating Special Entity (PSE)
(see Section 6.1.6 Mitigation Responsibilities). To be considered a covered activity,
Permittees need to demonstrate that proposed actions are consistent with the MSHCP,
the Permits, and the Implementing Agreement. If the District chooses to act as a PSE
and obtain take through the MSHCP, then the following MSHCP policies and
procedures will apply to this project: Protection of Species Associated with
Riparian/Riverine Areas and Vernal Pools (MSHCP Section 6.1.2), Protection of the
Narrow Endemic Plant Species (MSHCP Section 6.1.3), Additional Survey Needs and
Procedures (MSHCP section 6.3.2), and Urban/Wildland Interface Guidelines (MSHCP
section 6.1.4).

The MSHCP identifies that the California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively known as the Wildlife Agencies) shall be notified
in advance of approval of public and private projects for the identified MSHCP activities

4-8
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Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 4 of 39

which includes the Protection of Species Associated with Riparian/Riverine Areas and
Vernal Pools and Guidelines Pertaining to the Urban/Wildlands Interface (Section 6.11
of the MSHCP). CDFW recommends that to demonstrate compliance with the MSHCP,
the District if the district chooses to be a PSE, then the District should complete the PSE
process and MSHCP implementation prior to adoption of the MND for the Project.

If the Project is not processed through the MSHCP for covered species, then the Project
may be subject to the Federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) and/or CESA for
threatened, endangered, and/or candidate species. In order to evaluate potential for
CESA species presence, recent, relevant survey results should be included in the MND.
Impact assessment and mitigation development for permits developed after and outside
of the CEQA process are not CEQA-compliant, because they deprive the public and
agencies of their right to know of project impacts and how they are being mitigated
(CEQA Section 15002). CDFW’s CESA ITP requires that a project minimize and fully
mitigate impacts to State-listed resources.

Regardless of whether take authorization of threatened and/or endangered species is

obtained through the MSHCP or through a CESA ITP, the MND needs to address how
the proposed Project will affect the policies and procedures of the MSHCP. Therefore,
all surveys required by the MSHCP policies and procedures listed above to determine

consistency with the MSHCP should be conducted and results included in the MND so
that CDFW can adequately assess whether the Project will impact the MSHCP.

Specific Comments
Comment #1: Burrowing Owl

Issue: The Project may have a significant impact on burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia),
a Species of Special Concern (SSC).

Specific impacts: Project construction and activities may result in injury or mortality of
burrowing owl, disrupt natural burrowing owl breeding behavior, and reduce
reproductive capacity. Also, the Project may impact breeding, wintering, and foraging
habitat for the species. Habitat loss could result in local extirpation of the species and
contribute to local, regional, and State-wide declines of burrowing owl.

Why impacts would occur: The MND and Appendix B identifies that protocol
burrowing owl habitat surveys of the Project site were completed February 3, 2022 as
described in the 2006 Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions for the Western Riverside
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan Area and that no burrowing owls were seen
or suitable habitat was found. No additional details (the survey dates, times, etc.) were
provided regarding the burrowing owl surveys mentioned within the MND. The
“Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions for the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan Area” specify a written report must be provided detailing results of
the habitat assessment with photographs and indicating whether the project site
contains suitable burrowing owl habitat and burrow locations.
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Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023
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There is insufficient information provided to determine if the proposed avoidance and
minimization measures will mitigate Project impacts below a level of significance. BIO-
MM#2 would require a no-work buffer around nesting birds, which would apply to
occupied burrowing owl burrows, both during the nesting season and outside breeding
season to be determined by the biologist. However, no-work buffer could be an
insufficient buffer from occupied burrows and adjacent foraging grounds given the types
of disturbance associated with the Project. Burrowing owls could react to low level
disturbances such as surveys, drive by, or minimal ground disturbance/excavation
(Environment Canada 2009). The Project is proposing a buffer that may be more
suitable for low level disturbances; however, the Project could generate noise and
ground vibrations more consistent with medium to high level disturbance. Project
construction would generate noise and ground vibrations during daytime and nighttime
earthmoving activities, demolition, tunneling, spoils hauling, and operation of large
machinery. A buffer from occupied burrows during these types of disturbances could
result in burrowing owls abandoning active nests, potentially causing loss of eggs or
developing young, and noise could cause birds to avoid suitable nesting habitat. In
addition, a buffer would not protect important foraging habitat during burrowing owl
nesting season.

In addition, implementation of buffer “to the extent feasible” does not ensure that buffers
will be required, which means that the mitigation proposed is not an enforceable
requirement. Furthermore, CDFW'’s 2012 Staff Report on Burrowing Mitigation (CDFG
2012) does not support relocating breeding burrowing owls as mitigation. Finally, CDFW
does not issue permits for the take of nesting birds, nests, or eggs. BIO-MM#2 is not
specific to burrowing owl and does not provide any performance standards suitable for
successfully mitigating impacts on burrowing owl habitat. The mitigation measure
proposed in the MND may not satisfy the CEQA standards for deferred mitigation
(CEQA Guidelines, § 15126.4).

Evidence impact would be significant: Burrowing owl is a SSC, an SSC is a species,
subspecies, or distinct population of an animal native to California that currently satisfies
one or more of the following (not necessarily mutually exclusive) criteria:

e s extirpated from the State or, in the case of birds, is extirpated in its primary
season or breeding role;

e islisted as ESA-, but not CESA-, threatened, or endangered; meets the State
definition of threatened or endangered but has not formally been listed;

e is experiencing, or formerly experienced, serious (noncyclical) population
declines or range retractions (not reversed) that, if continued or resumed, could
qualify it for State threatened or endangered status; and/or,

e has naturally small populations exhibiting high susceptibility to risk from any
factor(s), that if realized, could lead to declines that would qualify it for CESA
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threatened or endangered status (CDFW 2022b). CEQA provides protection not
only for ESA and CESA-listed species, but for any species including but not
limited to SSC which can be shown to meet the criteria for State listing. These
SSC meet the CEQA definition of rare, threatened, or endangered species
(CEQA Guidelines, 8§ 15380). In addition, migratory nongame native bird species
are protected by international treaty under the Federal Migratory Bird Treaty Act
(MBTA) of 1918 (Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50, § 10.13). Sections 3503,
3503.5, and 3513 of the California Fish and Game Code prohibit take of all birds
and their active nests including raptors and other migratory nongame birds (as
listed under the Federal MBTA). It is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly
destroy the nest or eggs of any raptor.

In California, burrowing owls are in decline primarily because of habitat loss, as well as
disease, predation, and drought. Burrowing owls require specific soil and microhabitat
conditions, occur in few locations within a broad habitat category of grassland and some
forms of agricultural land, require a relatively large home range to support their life
history requirements, occur in relatively low numbers, and are semi-colonial.

The Project’s impact on burrowing owl has yet to be mitigated below a significant level.
Accordingly, the Project continues to have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on a species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or
special-status species by CDFW.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To avoid take of active burrowing owl burrows (nests), CDFW
requests the District include the following mitigation measures in the MND per below
(edits are in strikethrough and bold), and also included in Attachment 1 “Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program” .

MM-Bio XX: A 30-day pre-construction survey for burrowing owls is
required prior to initial ground-disturbing activities (e.g., vegetation
clearing, clearing, and grubbing, grading, tree removal, site
watering, equipment staging) to ensure that no owls have colonized
the site in the days or weeks preceding the ground-disturbing
activities. If ground-disturbing activities occur, but the site is left
undisturbed for more than 30 days, a pre-construction survey will
again be necessary to ensure that burrowing owl have not colonized
the site since it was last disturbed. A preconstruction survey for
resident burrowing owls within 3 days prior to commencement shall
also be conducted.

If burrowing owl are not detected during the pre-construction
survey, no further mitigation is required. If burrowing owl are
detected, CDFW shall be sent written notification within 3 days of
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detection of burrowing owls. If active burrowing owl burrows are
detected, the District shall not commence activities until no sign is
present that the burrows are being used by adult or juvenile owls or
following CDFW approval of a Burrowing Owl Plan as described
below. If owl presence is difficult to determine, a qualified biologist
shall monitor the burrows with motion-activated trail cameras for at
least 24 hours to evaluate burrow occupancy. The onsite qualified
biologist will verify the nesting effort has finished according to
methods identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.

The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be prepared in accordance with
guidelines in the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl (March 2012)
and MSHCP. The qualified biologist and Project Applicant shall
coordinate with the District, CDFW, and US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) to develop a Burrowing Owl Plan to be approved by the
District, CDFW, and USFWS prior to commencing Project activities.
The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance,
relocation, monitoring, minimization, and/or mitigation actions. The
Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and location of
occupied burrow sites and details on proposed buffers if avoiding
the burrowing owls or information on the adjacent or nearby suitable
habitat available to owls for relocation. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby for relocation, details regarding the creation and
funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, and type of burrows)
and management activities for relocated owls shall also be included
in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The District shall implement the
Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW and USFWS review and
approval.

If burrowing owls are observed within Project Site(s) during Project
implementation and construction, the District shall notify CDFW
immediately in writing within 48 hours of detection. A Burrowing Owl|
Plan shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval within two
weeks of detection and no Project activity shall continue within 1000
feet of the burrowing owls until CDFW approves the Burrowing Owl
Plan. The District shall be responsible for implementing appropriate
avoidance and mitigation measures, including burrow avoidance,
passive or active relocation, or other appropriate mitigation
measures as identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.

If ground-disturbing activities occur but the site is left undisturbed
for more than 30 days, a preconstruction survey for burrowing owl
shall be conducted and reported to CDFW as described above. If a
burrowing owl is found, the same coordination described above shall
be necessary.

4-19


rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-19


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 8 of 39

Comment #2: Crotch’s Bumble Bee (Bombus crotchii)

Issue: The Project may impact State candidate species, Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus
crotchii), through the removal of coastal sage brush and grassland communities.

Specific impacts: The Project may result in temporal and permanent loss of suitable
nesting and foraging habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee. Project ground-disturbing
activities and vegetation removal may cause death or injury of adults, eggs, and larva,
burrow collapse, nest abandonment, and reduced nest success.

Why impacts would occur: Crotch’s bumble bees are generalist foragers and have
been reported visiting a wide variety of flowering plants (Biesmeijer et al. 2006). They
are known to occur in laurel sumac scrub, grassland, meadows, and coastal sage
scrub, among other vegetation communities. Suitable Crotch’s bumble bee habitat
includes areas of grasslands and scrub that contain requisite habitat elements, such as
small mammal burrows. Based on habitat and vegetation description in the MND and
review of the property on Google Earth, it appears that suitable habitat for Crotch’s
bumblebee is present. However, surveys were not conducted as part of the MND nor
were any measures for avoidance, minimization, or mitigation offered.

Crotch’s bumble bee primarily nest in late February through late October underground
in abandoned small mammal burrows but may also nest under perennial bunch grasses
or thatched annual grasses, under-brush piles, in old bird nests, and in dead trees or
hollow logs (Williams et al. 2014; Hatfield et al. 2018). Overwintering sites utilized by
Crotch’s bumble bee mated queens include soft, disturbed soil (Goulson 2010), or
under leaf litter or other debris (Williams et al. 2014). Despite the presence of suitable
Crotch’s bumble bee habitat on site, the MND does not provide information as to what
criteria would be used to conclude that the species is not present. Without adequate
presence/absence surveys, ground disturbance and vegetation removal associated with
Project implementation during the breeding season could result in the incidental loss of
breeding success or otherwise lead to nest abandonment in areas adjacent to the
Project site. Project activities may result in temporal or permanent loss of colonies, and
suitable nesting and foraging habitat.

Evidence impact would be significant: A petition to list the Crotch’s bumble bee, an
endangered species under CESA, is currently pending before the California Fish and
Game Commission (Commission) (Cal. Reg. Notice Register 2018, No. 45-Z, pp. 1986—
1987 [November 9, 2018]). The Commission designated the Crotch’s bumble bee as a
candidate species under CESA in June 2019 (Cal. Reg. Notice Register 2019, No. 26-Z,
pp. 954-955 [June 28, 2019]). The Commission’s decision to designate the Crotch’s
bumble bee as a candidate species is the subject of a pending legal challenge (Almond
Alliance of California v. Fish and Game Commission [2022] 79 Cal. App. 5th 337, pet.
for review pending, S275412). On September 30th, 2022, candidacy was reinstated for
the four bumble bee species petitioned for listing — Franklin’s, Crotch’s, western, and
suckley cuckoo.
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Crotch’s bumble bee is listed as an invertebrate of conservation priority under the
California Terrestrial and Vernal Pool Invertebrates of Conservation Priority (CDFWD
2017). Crotch’s bumble bee has a State ranking of S1/S2. This means that the Crotch’s
bumble bee is considered critically imperiled or imperiled and is extremely rare (often 5
or fewer populations). Also, Crotch’s bumble bee has a very restricted range and steep
population declines make the species vulnerable to extirpation from the State (CDFW
2017). Accordingly, Crotch’s bumble bee meets the CEQA definition of rare, threatened,
or endangered species (CEQA Guidelines, § 15380). Therefore, take of Crotch’s
bumble bee could require a mandatory finding of significance by the District (CEQA
Guidelines, § 15065).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW recommends that measures be taken, primarily, to
avoid Project impacts to Crotch’s bumble bee. Surveys should be performed by a
gualified entomologist familiar with the species behavior and life history to determine the
presence/absence of Crotch’s bumble bee within one year prior to vegetation removal
and/or grading. Surveys should be conducted during flying season when the species is
most likely to be detected above ground, between March 1 to September 1 (Thorp et al.
1983). Survey results, including negative findings, should be submitted to CDFW prior
to implementing Project-related ground-disturbing activities. At minimum, a survey
report should provide the following:

a) A description and map of the survey area, focusing on areas that could provide
suitable habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee. CDFW recommends the map show
surveyor(s) track lines to document that the entire site was covered during field
surveys.

b) Field survey conditions that should include name(s) of qualified entomologist(s)
and brief qualifications; date and time of survey; survey duration; general weather
conditions; survey goals, and species searched.

c) Map(s) showing the location of nests/colonies.

d) A description of physical (e.g., soil, moisture, slope) and biological (e.g., plant
composition) conditions where each nest/colony is found. A sufficient description of
biological conditions, primarily impacted habitat, should include native plant
composition (e.g., density, cover, and abundance) within impacted habitat (e.g.,
species list separated by vegetation class; density, cover, and abundance of each
species).

Recommendation #1: CDFW recommends the District update their CEQA document to
reflect the possibility of Crotch’s bumble bee within the Project site and discuss the local
and regional significance of impacts to the species. Focus surveys should be conducted
in order to determine presence/absence, identify potential nest sites, and to further
evaluate the quality of habitat present for Crotch’s bumble bee. The updated analysis

4-23

4-24

4-25


rchristie
Text Box
4-23

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-24

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-25


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 10 of 39

should include appropriate avoidance, minimization, and compensatory mitigation
measures to offset any impacts to below a level of significance.

Comment #3: Impacts to Species of Special Concern

Issue: The Project identified a total of 36 special-status plant species, 44 special-status
wildlife species, and one (1) special-status plant community as having potential to occur
within the Pechanga quadrangle. However, CDFW is concerned that the proposed
mitigation may not provide enough specificity to sufficiently avoid or minimize impacts to
(SSCO).

Specific impact: The MND and supporting Appendix B identify the Project site has a
high potential to support Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter cooperii), and sharp-shinned hawk
(Accipiter striatus); and a low potential to support San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit
(Lepus californicus bennettii), loggerhead shrike (Lanus ludovicianus), California horned
lark (Eremophila alpestris actia), northern harrier (Circus cayaneu) within the Project
site. Direct impacts to SSC could result from Project construction and activities (e.qg.,
equipment staging, mobilization, and grading); ground disturbance; vegetation clearing;
and trampling or crushing from construction equipment, vehicles, and foot traffic.
Indirect impacts could result from temporary or permanent loss of suitable habitat.

Why impacts would occur: Without appropriate species-specific avoidance measures,
biological construction monitoring may be ineffective for detecting SSC. This may result
in direct or indirect impacts to SSC. Demolition and paving after false negative
conclusions may trap wildlife hiding under refugia and burrows. Project ground-
disturbing activities such as grading and grubbing may result in habitat destruction,
causing the death or injury of adults, juveniles, eggs, or hatchlings. In addition, the
Project may remove habitat by eliminating native vegetation that may support essential
foraging and breeding habitat.

Evidence impacts would be significant: CEQA provides protection not only for state
and federally listed species, but for any species including but not limited to California
Species of Special Concern which can be shown to meet the criteria for State listing.
These Species of Special Concern meet the CEQA definition of rare, threatened, or
endangered species (CEQA Guidelines, 8 15065). Take of SSC could require a
mandatory finding of significance by the District (CEQA Guidelines, § 15065).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

To address the above issues and help the Project applicant avoid unlawfully taking of
nests and eggs, CDFW requests the District include the following mitigation measures
in the MND per below (edits are in strikethreugh and bold), and also included in
Attachment 1 “Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program” .

Mitigation Measure #1: Scientific Collecting Permit — The District/qualified biologist
must obtain appropriate handling permits to capture, temporarily possess, and relocate
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wildlife to avoid harm or mortality in connection with Project construction and activities.

Mitigation Measure #2: Species surveys — The District should retain a qualified
biologist with experience surveying for each of the following species: Cooper’s hawk,
sharp-shinned hawk, San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit, loggerhead shrike, California
horned lark, white-tailed kite, and northern harrier. Prior to commencing any Project-
related ground-disturbing activities, the qualified biologist should conduct surveys for
where suitable habitat is present. Project related activities include construction,
equipment and vehicle access, parking, and staging. Focused surveys should consist of
daytime surveys and nighttime surveys no more than one month from the start of any
ground-disturbing activities. The surveys should include mapping of current locations of
special-status wildlife species for avoidance and relocation efforts and to assist
construction monitoring efforts. The survey should be conducted so that 100 percent
coverage of the project site and surrounding areas is achieved.

If SSC are detected, the qualified biologist should use visible flagging to mark the
location where SSC was detected. The qualified biologist should take a photo of each
location, map each location, and provide the specific species detected at that location.
The qualified biologist should provide a summary report of SSC surveys to the District
before any Project-related ground-disturbing activities. The CDFW should be notified
and consulted regarding the presence of any special-status wildlife species found on
site during surveys. If an Endangered Species Act-listed species is found prior to or
during grading of the site, the USFWS should also be notified. Additional avoidance and
minimization measures may need to be developed with CDFW/USFW.

Mitigation Measure #3: Protection/Relocation Plan — Where applicable, wildlife
should be protected, allowed to move away on its own (non-invasive, passive
relocation), or relocated to adjacent appropriate habitat within the open space on site or
in suitable habitat adjacent to the project area (either way, at least 200 feet from the
grading limits). Special status wildlife should be captured by only by a qualified biologist
with proper handling permits. The qualified biologist should prepare a species-specific
list (or plan) of proper handling and relocation protocols and a map of suitable and safe
relocation areas. The list (or plan) of protocols should be implemented during project
construction and activities/biological construction monitoring. The District/qualified
biologist may consult with CDFW/USFWS to prepare species-specific protocols for
proper handling and relocation procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist should
be authorized to capture and relocate ESA-listed species. A relocation plan should be
submitted to CDFW for review and comment prior to implementing Project-related
ground-disturbing activities.

Mitigation Measure #4: Worker Training — The District in consultation with a qualified
biologist should prepare worker environmental awareness training prior to
implementation of Project ground-disturbing activities. The training should include
effective, specific, enforceable, and feasible actions. The qualified biologist should have
prepared maps showing locations where SSC were detected and share this information
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to workers as part of training. The qualified biologist shall meet with the construction
crew at the project site at the onset of construction to educate the construction crew on
the following: 1) a review of the project boundaries; 2) all special-status species that
may be present, their habitat, and proper identification; and 3) the specific mitigation
measures that will be incorporated into the construction effort. The qualified biologist
should communicate to workers that upon encounter with a SSC, work must stop, a
qualified biologist must be notified, and work may only resume once a qualified biologist
has determined that it is safe to do so. Any contractor or employee that inadvertently
kills or injures a special-status animal, or finds one either dead, injured, or entrapped,
should immediately report the incident to the qualified biologist and/or onsite
representative identified in the worker training.

Mitigation Measure #5: Monitoring Frequency — Pre-construction surveys should be
conducted no more than one week prior to initial Project-related ground-disturbing
activities. Surveys for American badgers should occur no more than three days prior to
activities. Afterward, the District should contract with a biologist to conduct periodic, but
no less than weekly, biological monitoring so as to assist in avoiding and minimizing
impacts to special-status wildlife. Daily biological monitoring should be conducted during
any activities involving vegetation clearing or modification of natural habitat. Surveys for
SSC should be conducted prior to the initiation of each day of vegetation removal
activities in suitable habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted in the areas flagged
in earlier surveys before construction and activities may occur in or adjacent to those
areas. Work may only occur in these areas after a qualified biologist has determined it is
safe to do so. Even so, workers should be advised to work with caution near flagged
areas. If SSC is encountered, qualified biologist should safely protect or relocate the
animal per relocation and handling protocols.

Mitigation Measure #6: Injured or Dead Wildlife — If any SSC are harmed during
relocation or a dead or injured animal is found, work in the immediate area should stop
immediately, the qualified biologist should be notified, and dead or injured wildlife
documented immediately. The qualified biologist should contact the USFWS, CDFW,
and the District by telephone by the end of the day, or at the beginning of the next
working day if the agency office is closed. In addition, a formal report should be sent to
the District, CDFW, and USFWS (as appropriate) within three calendar days of the
incident or finding. The report should include the date, time of the finding or incident (if
known), and location of the carcass or injured animal and circumstances of its death or
injury (if known). Work in the immediate area may only resume once the proper
notifications have been made and additional mitigation measures have been identified
to prevent additional injury or death.

Comment #4: Nesting Bird

Issue: The Project may have a significant impact on nesting birds, including Species of
Special Concern and fully protected species, that are subject to Fish and Game Code
section 3513 and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918.
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Specific impact: Project implementation could result in the loss of nesting and/or
foraging habitat for passerine and raptor species from the removal of vegetation onsite.

Why impacts would occur: Project activities could result in temporary or long-term
loss of suitable nesting and foraging habitats. Construction during the breeding season
of nesting birds could potentially result in the incidental loss of breeding success or
otherwise lead to nest abandonment. Noise from road use, generators, and heavy
equipment may disrupt nesting bird mating calls or songs, which could impact
reproductive success (Patricelli and Blickley 2006, Halfwerk et al. 2011). Noise has also
been shown to reduce the density of nesting birds (Francis et al. 2009), and songbird
abundance and density was significantly reduced in areas with high levels of noise
(Bayne et al. 2008). Additionally, noise exceeding 70 dB(A) may affect feather and body
growth of young birds (Kleist et al. 2018). In addition to construction activities,
residential development and increased human presence in the Project site could
contribute to nesting bird impacts.

The timing of the nesting season varies greatly depending on several factors, such as
the bird species, weather conditions in any given year, and long-term climate changes
(e.g., drought, warming, etc.). CDFW staff have observed that changing climate
conditions may result in the nesting bird season occurring earlier and later in the year
than historical nesting season dates. CDFW recommends the completion of nesting bird
survey regardless of time of year to ensure compliance with all applicable laws
pertaining to nesting and to avoid take of nests.

The duration of a pair to build a nest and incubate eggs varies considerably, therefore,
CDFW recommends surveying for nesting behavior and/or nests and construction within
three days prior to start of Project construction to ensure all nests on site are identified
and to avoid take of nests. Without appropriate species-specific avoidance measures,
biological construction monitoring may be ineffective for detecting nesting birds. This
may result in Take of nesting birds. Project ground-disturbing activities such as grading
and grubbing may result in habitat destruction, causing the death or injury of adults,
juveniles, eggs, or hatchlings. In addition, the Project may remove habitat by eliminating
native vegetation that may support essential foraging and breeding habitat.

Evidence impacts would be significant: It is the Project proponent’s responsibility to
avoid Take of all nesting birds. Fish and Game Code section 3503 makes it unlawful to
take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise
provided by Fish and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto. Fish and
Game Code section 3513 makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame
bird except as provided by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16
U.S.C. 8 703 et seq.). Fish and Game Code section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take,
possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey)
to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as otherwise
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provided by Fish and Game Code or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto. These
regulations apply anytime nests or eggs exist on the Project site.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To address the above issues and help the Project applicant
avoid unlawfully taking of nesting birds, CDFW requests the District include the
following mitigation measures in the MND per below (edits are in strikethrough and
bold), and also included in Attachment 1 “Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting
Program.

MM-Bio-01: Nesting Bird Clearance Survey: In order to protect migratory bird species,
the Rancho California Water District (District) shall hire a qualified wildlife
biologist to conduct a nesting bird elearance survey which shall be conducted
within 3-days of the start of any ground disturbance or vegetation removal
activities that may disrupt the birds durirg-the-nesting-seasen: A pre-activity
field survey shall be conducted prior to the issuance of grading permits
for such project to determine if active nests of species protected by the
MBTA or the California Fish and Game Code are present in the
construction zone in addition to ongoing monitoring, and if necessary,
establishment of minimization measures. The Project Applicant shall
adhere to the following:

1. The biologist (Designated Biologist) shall be experienced in:
identifying local and migratory bird species of special concern;
conducting bird surveys using appropriate survey methodology;
nesting surveying techniques, recognizing breeding and nesting
behaviors, locating nests and breeding territories, and
identifying nesting stages and nest success;
determining/establishing appropriate avoidance and
minimization measures; and monitoring the efficacy of
implemented avoidance and minimization measures.

MM-Bio-02: Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey: Site preparation activities (ground
disturbance, construction activities, and/or removal of trees and
vegetation) for all Project activities shall be avoided, to the greatest
extent possible, during the nesting season of potentially occurring
nesting species. Additionally, raptors (birds of prey) are known to begin
nest building in January or February. If vegetation clearing is to occur
between January 1 and February 15, a nesting raptor survey shall be
conducted within the project site, including a 500-foot buffer, no more
than-three days prior to vegetation removal. If eenstruction site
preparation activities occurs betweenFebruary-dstand-August31s during
the nesting/breeding season, the District shall verify that a pre-construction
clearance survey for nesting birds should be conducted within three (3) days
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of the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities to ensure
that no nesting birds will be disturbed during construction. accerding-to-the
follewing: The pre-activity field survey shall be conducted by a qualified
biologist (as described in MM-Bio-01) prior to the issuance of grading
permits for such project to determine if active nests of species
protected by the MBTA or the California Fish and Game Code are
present in the construction zone in addition to ongoing monitoring, and
if necessary, establishment of minimization measures. The Project
Applicant shall adhere to the following:

1. Pre-activity field surveys shall be conducted at the appropriate
time of day/night, during appropriate weather conditions, no
more than 3 days prior to the initiation of Project activities.
Surveys shall encompass all suitable areas including trees,
shrubs, bare ground, burrows, cavities, and structures. Survey
duration shall take into consideration the size of the Project site;
density, and complexity of the habitat; number of survey
participants; survey techniques employed; and shall be sufficient 4-40
to ensure the data collected is complete and accurate.

2. The District shall verify that plans, specifications and estimates for the
Project include a note requiring a pre-construction nesting survey
three days before construction and that any reports, including
monitoring reports, are retained on site by the Construction Manager.

2—Fhe District shall-document that the biclogist conducting the-clearance
SIH' vy FepOrs a-hegative survey with-a-brel Iette||.|epe|t theicating

If active nests are not located within the implementing project site, no
biological monitor is needed. If an active avian nest is discovered during
the pre-construction clearance survey, censtruction-activities-should-stay
outside-ef-a-ho-disturbance buffer the following measures shall be
implemented and documentation of the following shall be retained on site by
the Construction Manager.

a. Construction personnel will be instructed by the biologist on
the sensitivity of nest areas.

b. The size of the no-disturbance buffer will be determined by
the wildlife biologist immediately based on their best
professional judgement and experience and will depend
on the level of noise and/or surrounding anthropogenic
disturbances, line of sight between the nest and the
construction activity, type and duration of construction
activity, ambient noise, species habituation, and



rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-40


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 16 of 39

topographical barriers. These factors will be evaluated on a
case-by-case basis when developing buffer distances. A
minimum buffer of 500 feet around an active listed
species or raptor nest, 300 feet around active passerine
(perching birds or songbirds), sensitive, or protected
bird nests (non-listed), or 1000 feet of sensitive or
protected songbird nests. No construction activity shall
occur within the buffer area until a qualified biologist
determines nesting species have fledged and the nest is
no longer active or the nest has failed.

Limits of construction to avoid an active nest will be
established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other
appropriate barriers installed under biologist supervision.

The biologist monitoring construction should be present to
delineate the boundaries of the buffer area and to monitor
the active nest to ensure that nesting behavior is not
adversely affected by the construction activity. The
Designated Biologist shall monitor the nest at the onset
of project activities, and at the onset of any changes in
such project activities (e.g., increase in number or type
of equipment, change in equipment usage, etc.) to
determine the efficacy of the buffer. If the Designated
Biologist determines that such project activities may be
causing an adverse reaction, the Designated Biologist
shall adjust the buffer accordingly or implement
alternative avoidance and minimization measures, such
as redirecting or rescheduling construction or erecting
sound barriers. All work within these buffers will be
halted until the nesting effort is finished (i.e., the
juveniles are surviving independent from the nest). The
onsite qualified biologist will review and verify
compliance with these nesting avoidance buffers and
will verify the nesting effort has finished.

Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest
otherwise becomes inactive under natural conditions,
construction activities within the buffer area can occur. Upon
completion of the survey and nesting bird monitoring, a
report shall be prepared and submitted to the District for
mitigation monitoring compliance record keeping.
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Comment #5: Impacts to Aquatic and Riparian Resources; Lake and Streambed
Alteration Agreement (LSAA)

Issue: Based on review of material submitted with the MND and review of aerial
photography the Project has the potential to impact fish and wildlife resources subject to
Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq.

Specific Impact: The MND identified a stream subject to Fish and Game Code section
1600 along the eastern portion of the proposed alignment and is directly connected to
Temecula Creek, generally flowing in a south to north direction. Based on the proposed
design, a jack and bore method will be used to install the pipeline under the drainage at
the Project Site. While the MND and Appendix B state that the stream will be avoided,
the Project activities have the potential to impact fish and wildlife resources through the
deposition of debris, waste or other materials that could pass into any river, stream, or
lake.

Why Impact Would Occur: Project-related activities could potentially alter drainage
patterns and water quality within, upstream, and downstream of the Project site,
including: volume, velocity, and frequency of existing and post-Project surface flows;
polluted runoff; soil erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and water bodies; and
post-Project fate of runoff from the Project site. The horizontal directional drilling
process uses the flow of drilling slurry (typically a mix of bentonite and water) to remove
drill cuttings from the borehole, stabilize the walls of the borehole and prevent borehole
collapse, and to cool and lubricate the drilling bit (New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection 2021). One of the main concerns associated with horizontal
directional drilling is the risk of inadvertent returns and drilling mud leakage into the soil
and nearby bodies of surface and groundwater (Slade 1998; George Washington
National Forest 2021). Drilling mud, which is classified as a contaminant by the Clean
Water Act when released, has the potential to negatively impact freshwater ecosystems
by increasing water turbidity, altering overall water chemistry, and introducing
detrimental chemicals to plants and animals that could cause injury (Slade 1998; Kwast-
Kotlarek et al. 2018; Tetra Tech Incorporated 2016; Lubrecht 2012).

Evidence Impact Would Be Significant: The Project may substantially adversely
affect the existing stream pattern and geomorphologic processes of the Project site
through the deposition of debris, waste or other materials that could pass into any river,
stream or lake. Depending on how the Project is designed and constructed, it is likely
that the Project applicant will need to notify CDFW per Fish and Game Code section
1602. Fish and Game Code section 1602 requires an entity to notify CDFW prior to
commencing any activity that may do one or more of the following: substantially divert or
obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or lake; substantially change or use any
material from the bed, channel or bank of any river, stream, or lake; or deposit debris,
waste or other materials that could pass into any river, stream or lake. Please note that
“any river, stream or lake” includes those that are episodic (i.e., those that are dry for
periods of time) as well as those that are perennial (i.e., those that flow year-round).
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This includes ephemeral streams, desert washes, and watercourses with a subsurface
flow.

Upon receipt of a complete notification, CDFW determines if the proposed Project
activities may substantially adversely affect existing fish and wildlife resources and
whether a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement is required. An LSA
Agreement includes measures necessary to protect existing fish and wildlife resources.
CDFW may suggest ways to modify the project that would eliminate or reduce harmful
impacts to fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW'’s issuance of an LSA Agreement is a “project” subject to CEQA (see Pub.
Resources Code, 8§ 21065). To facilitate issuance of an LSA Agreement, if necessary,
the MND should fully identify the potential impacts to the lake, stream, or riparian
resources, and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, and monitoring and reporting
commitments. Early consultation with CDFW is recommended, since modification of the
proposed Project may be required to avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife
resources. To obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration notification package, please go to
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA/Forms.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To ensure compliance with Fish and Game Code section 1602
CDFW recommends that the District condition the MND to include a mitigation measure
for consultation with CDFW to determine if Fish and Game Code section 1600 et seq.
resources may occur within the proposed Project alignment.

CDFW recommends the inclusion of the following measure in the MND per the edits
below (edits are in strikethrough and bold), and also included in Attachment 1
“Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program”:

MM BIO-XX: Prior to the grading the Project site and prior to the start of
Project activities, the Applicant shall notify the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for impacts to Fish and Game Code section 1602
resources. The applicant shall either receive a Streambed Alteration
Agreement or written documentation from CDFW that a Streamed
Alteration Agreement is not needed.

MM BI10-04: Jurisdictional Delineation for Waters of the State and Waters of the
United States: To ensure compliance with jurisdictional delineation pursuant to
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and Regional Water Quality Control Board;and
Califernia-Department-of Fish-and-Wildlife requirements, the District shall forward
the Delineation of State and Federal Jurisdictional Water Report conducted by
ELMT, to these regulatory agencies for their review and concurrence prior to start
of construction. The District shall keep the concurrence receipt on file in the
District Offices in the administrative record.
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Comment #6: Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines

Issue: The Project site identified in the MND is located immediately south of land
placed in long-term conservation under the MSHCP along Temecula Creek that is
owned by the Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority.

Specific Impact: The Project site is located immediately south of land placed in long-
term conservation for the establishment of Proposed Constrained Linkage 24 within
Temecula and Pechanga Creeks Subunit 2. The MND states that proposed project will
be confined to existing areas that have been heavily disturbed and planned for
urbanization; however, the impacts to conserved land is not discussed in the MND.

Why Impact Would Occur: Proposed land uses adjacent to the MSHCP Conservation
Area can result in harmful effects from drainage, toxics, lighting, noise, invasives,
barriers, and grading/land development. CDFW is concerned about trespass onto the
Conservation Area from unauthorized uses which can lead to habitat loss and

degradation, increase fire hazards, increased predation, and spread of invasive species.

The Planning Species for the Temecula and Pechanga Creeks Subunit 2 include many
avian species, including Cooper’s hawk, downy woodpecker, least Bell’'s vireo,
loggerhead shrike, southwestern willow flycatcher, tree swallow, white-tailed kite,
yellow-breasted chat.

Any artificial lighting that may be used during Project activities and the resulting light
pollution alter ecological processes including, but not limited to, the temporal niches of
species; the repair and recovery of physiological function; the measurement of time
through interference with the detection of circadian and lunar and seasonal cycles; and
the detection of resources and natural enemies and navigation (Gatson et al. 2013).
Many species use photoperiod cues for communication (e.g., bird song; Miller 2006),
determining when to begin foraging (Stone et al. 2009), behavior thermoregulation
(Beiswenger 1977), and migration (Longcore and Rich 2004). Phototaxis, a
phenomenon which results in attraction and movement towards light, can disorient,
entrap, and temporarily blind wildlife species that experience it (Longcore and Rich
2004). Further, many of the effects of artificial nighttime lightning on population- or
ecosystem-level processes are still poorly known.

CDFW is also concerned about the potential impacts of runoff from the proposed
Project site on the surrounding area and Temecula Creek watershed. Increased
nitrogen deposition into wetland systems has been shown to cause systems to become
more eutrophic and cause increased frequency of harmful algal blooms in aquatic
systems. Environmental factors (such as climate change) and the addition of excess
nitrogen has been shown to alter the soil’s physical and chemical properties, microbial
diversity, and key carbon and nitrogen cycling genes in wetlands (Yin et al. 2022). In
addition, correlations have been documented between nitrogen enrichment in waters
and pathogen abundance and diseases of both humans and wildlife (Johnson et al.
2010). The MND should address Project-related changes on drainage patterns and
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water quality within, upstream, and downstream of the Project site, including but not
limited to: volume, velocity, and frequency of existing and post-Project surface flows;
polluted runoff; soil erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and water bodies; and
post-Project fate of runoff from the Project site.

Evidence Impact Would Be Significant: As the MSHCP Conservation Area is
assembled, boundaries are established between development and MSHCP
Conservation Areas. Development near the MSHCP Conservation Area may result in
edge effects that will adversely affect biological resources within the MSHCP
Conservation Area. To minimize edge effects and maintain conservation values within
the Conservation Areas, the District is required to implement the Urban/Wildlands
Interface Guidelines (MSHCP Section 6.1.4) to minimize harmful effects from drainage,
toxics, lighting, noise, invasives, barriers, and grading/land development. The MSHCP
identifies that Project review and impact mitigation be provided through the CEQA
process to address the Urban/Wildland Interface guidelines.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW recommends that the MND include an analysis of edge
effects related to project construction and operation, such as noise, lighting, trespass,
and toxics and that Project specific mitigation measures to avoid and minimize any
effects be included in the updated MND. Avoidance and minimization measures can
include, but are not limited to:

1. Lighting Plan: A Lighting Plan that identifies existing ambient lighting conditions,
analyzes the Project lighting impacts on the adjacent Conservation Area, and
demonstrates that the proposed lighting plan will not significantly increase the
lighting on the Conservation Area. The Lighting Plan should identify measures
that address light and glare from interior and exterior building lighting, safety and
security lighting, and vehicular traffic accessing the site at a minimum.

2. Noise Plan: A Noise Plan to avoid and minimize noise impacts based on an
assessment of Project noise impacts on adjacent conservation areas during
construction and post development. The MSHCP identifies that Project noise
impacts do not exceed the residential standards within the Conservation Areas.

3. Landscaping Plan: A Landscaping plan that includes the use of native plant
material on the Project site and avoids the use of invasive plant species
identified in Table 6-2 of the MSHCP.

4. Fencing Plan: A Barrier and Fencing plan that provides specific details designed
to minimize unauthorized public access, domestic animal predation, illegal
trespass, and dumping in the MSHCP Conservation Area (such as block walls
along areas directly adjacent to potential conservation areas) and
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5. Best Management Practices: The MND should incorporate the guidance in
MSHCP Section 7.0 and Appendix C of the MSHCP for addressing Best
Management Practices.

Additional Recommendations

Weed Management Plan. A weed management plan should be developed for the
Project site and implemented during the duration of this long-term Project. On-going soil
disturbance promotes establishment and growth of non-native weeds. As part of the
Project, non-native weeds should be prevented from becoming established. The
Projects site should be monitored via mapping for new introductions and expansions of
non-native weeds.

Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan

CDFW recommends updating the MND’s proposed Biological Resources Mitigation
Measures to include mitigation measures recommended in this letter. Mitigation
measures must be fully enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or other
legally binding instruments [(Pub. Resources Code, § 21081.6; CEQA Guidelines,

§ 15126.4(a)(2)]. As such, CDFW has provided comments and recommendations to
assist the District in developing mitigation measures that are (1) consistent with CEQA
Guidelines section 15126.4; (2) specific; (3) detailed (i.e., responsible party, timing,
specific actions, location), and (4) clear for a measure to be fully enforceable and
implemented successfully via mitigation, monitoring, and/or reporting program (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21081.6; CEQA Guidelines, § 15097). The District is welcome to
coordinate with CDFW to further review and refine the Project’s mitigation measures.
Per Public Resources Code section 21081.6(a)(1), CDFW has provided the District with
a summary of our suggested mitigation measures and recommendations in the form of
an attached Draft Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan (MMRP; Attachment 1).

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, 8
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can be filled out and submitted
online at the following link: https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The
types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link:
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment
of environmental document filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the
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Notice of Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of
environmental review by CDFW. Payment of the environmental document filing fee is
required in order for the underlying project approval to be operative, vested, and final.
(Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, §
21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the MND for the Anza Road 1550
Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project, State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255 to
assist in identifying and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. CDFW
personnel are available for consultation regarding biological resources and strategies to
minimize impacts. CDFW requests that the Rancho California Water District addresses
CDFW’s comments and concerns prior to adoption of the MND for the Project.

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Katrina
Rehrer, Environmental Scientist, at katrina.rehrer@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,
DocuSigned by:

kim Froduwnm

84F92FFEEFD24C8...

Kim Freeburn
Environmental Program Manager

ec. California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Heather Pert, Senior Environmental Scientist Supervisor
Heather.Pert@wildlife.ca.gov

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Karin Cleary-Rose
Karin Cleary-Rose@fws.gov

Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority
Tricia Campbell
tcampbell@rctc.org

Western Riverside County Regional Conservation Authority
Aaron Gabbe
agabbe@rctc.org

Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento
state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov.

4-54

4-55

4-56


mailto:Heather.Pert@wildlife.ca.gov
mailto:Karin_Cleary-Rose@fws.gov
mailto:tcampbell@rctc.org
mailto:agabbe@rctc.org
mailto:state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-54

rchristie
Text Box
4-55

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-56


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 23 of 39

REFERENCES

Beiswenger, R. 1977. Diet Patterns of Aggregative Behavior in Tadpoles of Bufo

americanus, in Relation to Light and Temperature. Ecological Society of America.

Biesmeijer, J. C., S. P. M Roberts, M. Reemer, R. Ohlemiller, M. Edwards, T. Peeters,
A. P. Schaffers, S. G. Potts, R. Kleukers, C. D. Thomas, J. Settele, and W. E.
Kunin. 2006. Parallel Declines in Pollinators and Insect-Pollinated Plants in
Britain and the Netherlands. Science 313(5785): 351-354

California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG). 2012. Staff report on burrowing owl
mitigation. State of California, Natural Resources Agency. Available for download
at: https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentiD=83843&inline=true

Francis, C.D., C.P. Ortega, and A. Cruz. 2009. Noise Pollution Changes Avian
Communities and Species Interactions. Current Biology 19:1415-1419.

Gatson, K. J., J. Bennie, T. Davies., and J. Hopkins. 2013.The Ecological Impacts of
Nighttime Light Pollution: a Mechanistic Appraisal. Biological Reviews.

George Washington National Forest. (n.d.). Final Environmental Impact Statement:
Appendix | - Analysis of Concerns and Risks (Rep.). Available for download at
United States Department of Agriculture website:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3822874.pdf.

Goulson, D. 2010. Bumblebees: behavior, ecology, and conservation. Oxford University
Press, New York. 317pp.

Halfwerk, W., L.J.M. Holleman, C. M Lessells, H. Slabbekoorn. 2011. Negative Impact
of Traffic Noise on Avian Reproductive Success. Journal of Applied Ecology
48:210-2109.

Johnson, P.T., A. R. Townsend, C. C. Cleveland, P. M Glibert, R. W. Howarth, V. J.
McKenzie, E. Rejmankova, and M.H. Ward. 2010 Linking Environmental Nutrient
Enrichment and Disease Emergence in Humans and Wildlife. Ecological
Applications. 20(1):16-29.
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1890/08-0633.1

Kleist, N. J., R. P. Guralnick, A. Cruz, C. A. Lowry, and C. D. Francis. 2018. Chronic
Anthropogenic Noise Disrupts Glucocorticoid Signaling and has Multiple Effects
on Fitness in an Avian Community. Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences 115: E648—-E657.

Krebbs C.J. 1966. Demographic Changes in Fluctuating Populations of Microtus
californicus. Ecological Monographs 36:239-273.

4-57


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=83843&inline=true
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/stelprd3822874.pdf
https://esajournals.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1890/08-0633.1
rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-57


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 24 of 39

Kwast-Kotlarek, U., M. Heldak, and J. Szczepanski. 2018. Introducing Bentonite into the
Environment in the Construction Stage of Linear Underground Investment Using
the HDD Method, Applied Sciences, 8(11), 1-20. Available for download at:
https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/8/11/2210/htm.

Longcore, T., and L. Rich. 2004. Ecological Light Pollution. Frontiers in Ecology and the
Environment.

Lubrecht, M. D., 2012. Horizontal Directional Drilling: A Green and Sustainable
Technology for Site Remediation, Environmental Science & Technology, 46,
2484-2489.

Miller, M. 2006. Apparent Effects of Light Pollution on Singing Behavior of American
Robins. The Condor, 108(1), University of Florida.

New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection Science Advisory Board. 2021.
Final Report: Horizontal Directional Drilling. Available for download at:
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/sab/sab-hdd.pdf.

Patricelli, G., and J.J.L. Blickley. 2006. Avian Communication in Urban Noise: Causes
and Consequences of Vocal Adjustment. Auk 123:639-649.

Slade, D. A. 1998. Case Study: Environmental Considerations of Horizontal Directional
Drills (Vol. 1, pp. 353-361) Toledo, Ohio: Enbridge Pipelines Incorporated.
Available for download at:
https://asmedigitalcollection.asme.org/IPC/proceedings/IPC2000/40245/V001T03
A005/2 64809.

Stone, E., G. Jones, and S. Harris. 2009. Street Lighting Disturbs Commuting Bats.
Current Biology, 19(13), p. 1123-1127.

Tetra Tech Incorporated. 2016. Trenchless Construction Feasibility: Pennsylvania
Pipeline Project (pp. 1-33, Rep.), Pittsburgh, PA: Tetra Tech Incorporated.

Thorp, Robbin W., D. S. Horning Jr, and L. L. Dunning. 1983. Bumble Bees
and Cuckoo Bumble Bees of California. Bulletin of the California Insect Survey
23.

Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (RCA). 2006.
Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions for the Western Riverside Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan Area. Available for download at:
https://www.wrcca.org/species/survey_protocols/burrowing_owl_survey_instructi
ons.pdf

4-57


https://www.mdpi.com/2076-3417/8/11/2210/htm
https://dep.nj.gov/wp-content/uploads/sab/sab-hdd.pdf
rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-57


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 25 of 39

Yin, Z., X. Yu, Y. Zou, S. Ding. and J. Zhang. 2022. Nitrogen Addition Effects on
Wetland Soils Depend on Environmental Factors and Nitrogen Addition Methods:
A Meta-Analysis. Water 2022, 14, 1 748. https:// doi.org/10.3390/w14111748.

4-57



rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-57


State of California — Natural Resources Agency GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor

1| DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director g "
iy Inland Deserts Region

\WILDLIFE

3602 Inland Empire Boulevard, Suite C-220
Ontario, CA 91764

www.wildlife.ca.qgov
Attachment A: Draft Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan

CDFW recommends the following language to be incorporated into a future environmental document for the Project. A final
MMRP shall reflect results following additional plant and wildlife surveys and the Project’s final on and/or off-site mitigation
plans.

Biological Resources (BIO)

Mitigation Measure (MM) Timing Responsible Party

MM BIO-XX: A 30-day pre-construction survey for burrowing
owls is required prior to initial ground-disturbing activities
(e.g., vegetation clearing, clearing, and grubbing, grading,
tree removal, site watering, equipment staging) to ensure that
no owls have colonized the site in the days or weeks
preceding the ground-disturbing activities. If ground-
disturbing activities occur, but the site is left undisturbed for

more than 30 days, a pre-construction survey will again be 4-58
necessary to ensure that burrowing owl have not colonized Prior to
the site since it was last disturbed. A preconstruction survey | commencing
- for resident burrowing owls within 3 days prior to ground- or .
Burrowing Owl . Project Proponent
g commencement shall also be conducted. vegetation ) P
disturbing

If burrowing owl are not detected during the pre-construction | activities
survey, no further mitigation is required. If burrowing owl are
detected, CDFW shall be sent written notification within 3
days of detection of burrowing owils. If active burrowing owl
burrows are detected, the District shall not commence
activities until no sign is present that the burrows are being
used by adult or juvenile owls or following CDFW approval of
a Burrowing Owl Plan as described below. If owl presence is
difficult to determine, a qualified biologist shall monitor the
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burrows with motion-activated trail cameras for at least 24
hours to evaluate burrow occupancy. The onsite qualified
biologist will verify the nesting effort has finished according to
methods identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.

The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be prepared in accordance
with guidelines in the CDFW Staff Report on Burrowing Owl
(March 2012) and MSHCP. The qualified biologist and
Project Applicant shall coordinate with the District, CDFW,
and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to develop a
Burrowing Owl Plan to be approved by the District, CDFW,
and USFWS prior to commencing Project activities. The
Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance,
relocation, monitoring, minimization, and/or mitigation
actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number
and location of occupied burrow sites and details on
proposed buffers if avoiding the burrowing owls or
information on the adjacent or nearby suitable habitat
available to owls for relocation. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby for relocation, details regarding the creation
and funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, and type
of burrows) and management activities for relocated owls
shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The District
shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW and
USFWS review and approval.

If burrowing owls are observed within Project Site(s) during
Project implementation and construction, the District shall
notify CDFW immediately in writing within 48 hours of
detection. A Burrowing Owl Plan shall be submitted to CDFW
for review and approval within two weeks of detection and no
Project activity shall continue within 1000 feet of the
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burrowing owls until CDFW approves the Burrowing Owl
Plan. The District shall be responsible for implementing
appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures, including
burrow avoidance, passive or active relocation, or other
appropriate mitigation measures as identified in the
Burrowing Owl Plan.

If ground-disturbing activities occur but the site is left
undisturbed for more than 30 days, a preconstruction survey
for burrowing owl shall be conducted and reported to CDFW
as described above. If a burrowing owl is found, the same
coordination described above shall be necessary.

Crotch’s
Bumble Bee

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW recommends that measures
be taken, primarily, to avoid Project impacts to Crotch’s
bumble bee. Surveys should be performed by a qualified
entomologist familiar with the species behavior and life
history to determine the presence/absence of Crotch’s
bumble bee within one year prior to vegetation removal
and/or grading. Surveys should be conducted during flying
season when the species is most likely to be detected above
ground, between March 1 to September 1 (Thorp et al.
1983). Survey results, including negative findings, should be
submitted to CDFW prior to implementing Project-related
ground-disturbing activities. At minimum, a survey report
should provide the following:

a) A description and map of the survey area, focusing
on areas that could provide suitable habitat for
Crotch’s bumble bee. CDFW recommends the map
show surveyor(s) track lines to document that the
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finalizing
CEQA
document
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entire site was covered during field surveys.

b) Field survey conditions that should include name(s)
of qualified entomologist(s) and brief qualifications;
date and time of survey; survey duration; general
weather conditions; survey goals, and species
searched.

c) Map(s) showing the location of nests/colonies.

d) A description of physical (e.qg., soil, moisture, slope)
and biological (e.g., plant composition) conditions
where each nest/colony is found. A sufficient
description of biological conditions, primarily impacted
habitat, should include native plant composition (e.qg.,
density, cover, and abundance) within impacted
habitat (e.g., species list separated by vegetation
class; density, cover, and abundance of each
species).

4-58

MM BIO-XX: Scientific Collecting Permit — The

District/qualified biologist must obtain appropriate handling Prior to Rancho California
Species of permits to capture, temporarily possess, and relocate wildlife | finalizing Water District/
Special Concern | to avoid harm or mortality in connection with Project CEQA Project

construction and activities. document Applicant

MM BIO-XX: Species surveys — The District should retain a

qualified biologist with experience surveying for each of the Prior to Rancho California
Species of following species: Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned hawk, San | finalizing Water District/
Special Concern | Diego black-tailed jackrabbit, loggerhead shrike, California CEQA Project

horned lark, white-tailed kite, and northern harrier. Prior to document Applicant
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the qualified biologist should conduct surveys for where
suitable habitat is present. Project related activities include
construction, equipment and vehicle access, parking, and
staging. Focused surveys should consist of daytime surveys
and nighttime surveys no more than one month from the start
of any ground-disturbing activities. The surveys should
include mapping of current locations of special-status wildlife
species for avoidance and relocation efforts and to assist
construction monitoring efforts. The survey should be
conducted so that 100 percent coverage of the project site
and surrounding areas is achieved.

If SSC are detected, the qualified biologist should use visible
flagging to mark the location where SSC was detected. The
qualified biologist should take a photo of each location, map
each location, and provide the specific species detected at
that location. The qualified biologist should provide a
summary report of SSC surveys to the District before any
Project-related ground-disturbing activities. The CDFW
should be notified and consulted regarding the presence of
any special-status wildlife species found on site during
surveys. If an Endangered Species Act-listed species is
found prior to or during grading of the site, the USFWS
should also be notified. Additional avoidance and
minimization measures may need to be developed with
CDFW/USFW.

Species of
Special Concern

MM BIO-XX: Protection/Relocation Plan — Where
applicable, wildlife should be protected, allowed to move
away on its own (non-invasive, passive relocation), or
relocated to adjacent appropriate habitat within the open
space on site or in suitable habitat adjacent to the project
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area (either way, at least 200 feet from the grading limits).
Special status wildlife should be captured by only by a
qualified biologist with proper handling permits. The qualified
biologist should prepare a species-specific list (or plan) of
proper handling and relocation protocols and a map of
suitable and safe relocation areas. The list (or plan) of
protocols should be implemented during project construction
and activities/biological construction monitoring. The
District/qualified biologist may consult with CDFW/USFWS to
prepare species-specific protocols for proper handling and
relocation procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist
should be authorized to capture and relocate ESA-listed
species. A relocation plan should be submitted to CDFW for
review and comment prior to implementing Project-related
ground-disturbing activities.

Species of
Special Concern

MM BIO-XX: Worker Training — The District in consultation
with a qualified biologist should prepare worker
environmental awareness training prior to implementation of
Project ground-disturbing activities. The training should
include effective, specific, enforceable, and feasible actions.
The qualified biologist should have prepared maps showing
locations where SSC were detected and share this
information to workers as part of training. The qualified
biologist shall meet with the construction crew at the project
site at the onset of construction to educate the construction
crew on the following: 1) a review of the project boundaries;
2) all special-status species that may be present, their
habitat, and proper identification; and 3) the specific
mitigation measures that will be incorporated into the
construction effort. The qualified biologist should
communicate to workers that upon encounter with a SSC,
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work must stop, a qualified biologist must be notified, and
work may only resume once a qualified biologist has
determined that it is safe to do so. Any contractor or
employee that inadvertently kills or injures a special-status
animal, or finds one either dead, injured, or entrapped,
should immediately report the incident to the qualified
biologist and/or onsite representative identified in the worker
training.

Species of
Special Concern

MM BIO-XX: Monitoring Frequency — Pre-construction
surveys should be conducted no more than one week prior to
initial Project-related ground-disturbing activities. Surveys for
American badgers should occur no more than three days
prior to activities. Afterward, the District should contract with
a biologist to conduct periodic, but no less than weekly,
biological monitoring so as to assist in avoiding and
minimizing impacts to special-status wildlife. Daily biological
monitoring should be conducted during any activities
involving vegetation clearing or modification of natural
habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted prior to the
initiation of each day of vegetation removal activities in
suitable habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted in the
areas flagged in earlier surveys before construction and
activities may occur in or adjacent to those areas. Work may
only occur in these areas after a qualified biologist has
determined it is safe to do so. Even so, workers should be
advised to work with caution near flagged areas. If SSC is
encountered, qualified biologist should safely protect or
relocate the animal per relocation and handling protocols.

Prior to
finalizing
CEQA
document

Rancho California
Water District/
Project
Applicant

4-58


rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-58


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District

March 13, 2023
Page 33 of 39

MM BI1O-XX: Injured or Dead Wildlife — If any SSC are
harmed during relocation or a dead or injured animal is
found, work in the immediate area should stop immediately,
the qualified biologist should be notified, and dead or injured
wildlife documented immediately. The qualified biologist
should contact the USFWS, CDFW, and the District by
telephone by the end of the day, or at the beginning of the

Nesting Birds

shall be conducted prior to the issuance of grading permits
for such project to determine if active nests of species
protected by the MBTA or the California Fish and Game
Code are present in the construction zone in addition to
ongoing monitoring, and if necessary, establishment of
minimization measures. The Project Applicant shall adhere to
the following:

next working day if the agency office is closed. In addition, a | Prior to Rancho California
Species of formal report should be sent to the District, CDFW, and finalizing Water District/
Special Concern | USFWS (as appropriate) within three calendar days of the CEQA Project

incident or finding. The report should include the date, time of | document Applicant

the finding or incident (if known), and location of the carcass

or injured animal and circumstances of its death or injury (if

known). Work in the immediate area may only resume once

the proper notifications have been made and additional

mitigation measures have been identified to prevent

additional injury or death.

MM-Bio-01: Nesting Bird Survey: In order to protect Prior to Project Proponent

migratory bird species, the Rancho California Water District commencing

(District) shall hire a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct a ground- or

nesting bird survey which shall be conducted within 3-days of | vegetation

the start of any ground disturbance or vegetation removal disturbing

activities that may disrupt the birds A pre-activity field survey | gctivities
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1. The biologist (Designated Biologist) shall be
experienced in: identifying local and migratory bird
species of special concern; conducting bird surveys
using appropriate survey methodology; nesting
surveying techniques, recognizing breeding and
nesting behaviors, locating nests and breeding
territories, and identifying nesting stages and nest
success; determining/establishing appropriate
avoidance and minimization measures; and monitoring
the efficacy of implemented avoidance and
minimization measures.

Nesting Birds

MM-Bio-02: Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey: Site
preparation activities (ground disturbance, construction
activities, and/or removal of trees and vegetation) for all
Project activities shall be avoided, to the greatest extent
possible, during the nesting season of potentially occurring
nesting species. Additionally, raptors (birds of prey) are
known to begin nest building in January or February. If
vegetation clearing is to occur between January 1 and
February 15, a nesting raptor survey shall be conducted
within the project site, including a 500-foot buffer, no more
than-three days prior to vegetation removal. If site
preparation activities occurs during the nesting/breeding
season, the District shall verify that a pre-construction
clearance survey for nesting birds should be conducted
within three (3) days of the start of any vegetation removal or
ground disturbing activities to ensure that no nesting birds
will be disturbed during construction. The pre-activity field
survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist (as
described in MM-Bio-01) prior to the issuance of grading
permits for such project to determine if active nests of

Prior to
commencing
ground- or
vegetation
disturbing
activities

Project Proponent
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species protected by the MBTA or the California Fish and
Game Code are present in the construction zone in addition
to ongoing monitoring, and if necessary, establishment of
minimization measures. The Project Applicant shall adhere to
the following:

1. Pre-activity field surveys shall be conducted at the

appropriate time of day/night, during appropriate
weather conditions, no more than 3 days prior to the
initiation of Project activities. Surveys shall
encompass all suitable areas including trees, shrubs,
bare ground, burrows, cavities, and structures.
Survey duration shall take into consideration the size
of the Project site; density, and complexity of the
habitat; number of survey participants; survey
techniques employed; and shall be sufficient to
ensure the data collected is complete and accurate.

. The District shall verify that plans, specifications and

estimates for the Project include a note requiring a
pre-construction nesting survey three days before
construction and that any reports, including
monitoring reports, are retained on site by the
Construction Manager.

If active nests are not located within the implementing
project site, no biological monitor is needed. If an active
avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction
clearance survey, the following measures shall be
implemented and documentation of the following shall be
retained on site by the Construction Manager.

4-58


rchristie
Line

rchristie
Text Box
4-58


Mr. Dan Ruiz

Rancho California Water District
March 13, 2023

Page 36 of 39

a. Construction personnel will be instructed by the

biologist on the sensitivity of nest areas.

. The size of the no-disturbance buffer will be

determined by the wildlife biologist immediately based
on their best professional judgement and experience
and will depend on the level of noise and/or
surrounding anthropogenic disturbances, line of sight
between the nest and the construction activity, type
and duration of construction activity, ambient noise,
species habituation, and topographical barriers.
These factors will be evaluated on a case-by-case
basis when developing buffer distances. A minimum
buffer of 500 feet around an active listed species or
raptor nest, 300 feet around active passerine
(perching birds or songbirds), sensitive, or protected
bird nests (non-listed), or 1000 feet of sensitive or
protected songbird nests. No construction activity
shall occur within the buffer area until a qualified
biologist determines nesting species have fledged
and the nest is no longer active or the nest has failed.

Limits of construction to avoid an active nest will be
established in the field with flagging, fencing, or other
appropriate barriers installed under biologist
supervision.

. The biologist monitoring construction should be

present to delineate the boundaries of the buffer area
and to monitor the active nest to ensure that nesting
behavior is not adversely affected by the construction
activity. The Designated Biologist shall monitor the

4-58
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nest at the onset of project activities, and at the onset
of any changes in such project activities (e.g.,
increase in number or type of equipment, change in
equipment usage, etc.) to determine the efficacy of
the buffer. If the Designated Biologist determines that
such project activities may be causing an adverse
reaction, the Designated Biologist shall adjust the
buffer accordingly or implement alternative avoidance
and minimization measures, such as redirecting or
rescheduling construction or erecting sound barriers.
All work within these buffers will be halted until the
nesting effort is finished (i.e., the juveniles are
surviving independent from the nest). The onsite
qualified biologist will review and verify compliance
with these nesting avoidance buffers and will verify
the nesting effort has finished.

e. Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the
nest otherwise becomes inactive under natural
conditions, construction activities within the buffer
area can occur. Upon completion of the survey and
nesting bird monitoring, a report shall be prepared
and submitted to the District for mitigation monitoring
compliance record keeping.

Impacts to
Aquatic and
Riparian
Resources

MM BIO-XX: Prior to the grading the Project site and prior to
the start of Project activities, the Applicant shall notify the
California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for
impacts to Fish and Game Code section 1602 resources.
The applicant shall either receive a Streambed Alteration

Prior to
ground
disturbing
activities and
vegetation
removal

Project
Applicant
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Agreement or written documentation from CDFW that a
Streamed Alteration Agreement is not needed.

MM B10-04: Jurisdictional Delineation for Waters of the State
and Waters of the United States: To ensure compliance with
jurisdictional delineation pursuant to U.S. Army Corps of

Engineers, and Regional Water Quality Control Board Prior to
Impacts to requirements, the District shall forward the Delineation of ground
Aquatic and State and Federal Jurisdictional Water Report conducted by | disturbing Project
Riparian ELMT, to these regulatory agencies for their review and activities and Applicant
Resources concurrence prior to start of construction. The District shall vegetation

keep the concurrence receipt on file in the District Offices in | "emoval

the administrative record.

MM BIO-XX: CDFW recommends that the MND include an

analysis of edge effects related to project construction and

operation, such as noise, lighting, trespass, and toxics and

that Project specific mitigation measures to avoid and

minimize any effects be included in the updated MND.

Avoidance and minimization measures can include, but are
Urban/ not limited to: Prior to Rancho California
Wildlands finalizing Water District/
Interface 1. Lighting Plan: A Lighting Plan that identifies existing CEQA Project
Guidelines ambient lighting conditions, analyzes the Project document Applicant

lighting impacts on the adjacent Conservation Area,
and demonstrates that the proposed lighting plan will
not significantly increase the lighting on the
Conservation Area. The Lighting Plan should identify
measures that address light and glare from interior
and exterior building lighting, safety and security
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lighting, and vehicular traffic accessing the site at a
minimum.

. Noise Plan: A Noise Plan to avoid and minimize noise

impacts based on an assessment of Project noise
impacts on adjacent conservation areas during
construction and post development. The MSHCP
identifies that Project noise impacts do not exceed
the residential standards within the Conservation
Areas.

. Landscaping Plan: A Landscaping plan that includes

the use of native plant material on the Project site and
avoids the use of invasive plant species identified in
Table 6-2 of the MSHCP.

. Fencing Plan: A Barrier and Fencing plan that

provides specific details designed to minimize
unauthorized public access, domestic animal
predation, illegal trespass, and dumping in the
MSHCP Conservation Area (such as block walls
along areas directly adjacent to potential conservation
areas) and

. Best Management Practices: The MND should

incorporate the guidance in MSHCP Section 7.0 and
Appendix C of the MSHCP for addressing Best
Management Practices.
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Kim Freeburn,
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Manager, California
Department of Fish and
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Comment
Number
3-1

3-2

3-3

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS MATRIX: CDFW COMMENT LETTER

Comment

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) received a Mitigated Negative
Declaration (MND) from the Rancho California
Water District (District) for the Anza Road 1550
Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
(Project) prepared by Ardurra Group, Inc.
(Project Applicant/Proponent) pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
CEQA Guidelines™.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide
comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may
affect California fish and wildlife. Likewise, we
appreciate  the opportunity to provide
comments regarding those aspects of the
Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to
carry out or approve through the exercise of its
own regulatory authority under the Fish and
Game Code.

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and
wildlife resources and holds those resources in
trust by statute for all the people of the State
[Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7, subdivision (a) & 1802;
Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, §
15386, subdivision (a)]. CDFW, in its trustee
capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation,
protection, and management of fish, wildlife,
native plants, and habitat necessary for
biologically sustainable populations of those
species (Id., § 1802). Similarly, for purposes of
CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as

Response

This comment acknowledges CDFW received the MND for the Anza Road
Pipeline. The ISMND was prepared for Rancho California Water District by
Ardurra Group and was circulated for 30-day public review by RCWD. The
ISMIND was posted to the District’s Website, CEQAnet, and a printed copy was
made available for public review at the RCWD headquarters. RCWD posted a
Notice of Intent at the County Clerk’s office for 30 days beginning on
02/09/2023.

This comment explains CDFW general authority as a regulator under the Fish
and Game Code.

This comment summarizes CDFW authority over natural resources in
California as a state agency and Trustee Agency under CEQA, California Public
Resources Code, and Fish and Game Code. CDFW has legal authority to
manage, protect and conserve natural resources in California for the People.
In this capacity, CDFW has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection, and
management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat in California.

Revision(s) to
ISMND
No revisions
required.

No revisions
required.

No revisions
required.

1 CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines” are found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing

with section 15000.
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Number

Comment

available, biological expertise during public
agency environmental review efforts, focusing
specifically on projects and related activities that
have the potential to adversely affect state fish
and wildlife resources.

CDFW is also submitting comments as a
Responsible  Agency under CEQA (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, §
15381). CDFW expects that it may need to
exercise regulatory authority as provided by the
Fish and Game Code, including lake and
streambed alteration regulatory authority (Fish
& G. Code, § 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the
extent implementation of the Project as
proposed may result in “take”, as defined by
State law, of any species protected under the
California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish &
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), or CESA-listed rare plant
pursuant to the Native Plant Protection Act
(NPPA; Fish & G. Code, §1900 et seq.), CDFW
recommends the Project proponent obtain
appropriate authorization under the Fish and
Game Code.
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Response

This comment summarizes the role and authority of CDFW as a
Responsible Agency for protecting resources under CEQA, Public
Resources Code, California Fish and Game Code, and California
Endangered Species Act. As a Responsible Agency, CDFW would
have the authority to regulate activities affecting natural resources
under their purview. As a Responsible Agency, CDFW issues
discretionary permits for improvements that could impact
jurisdictional waters under Fish and Game Code § 1600 et seq., Lake
and Streambed Alteration and Porter Cologne Water Quality Act.
Likewise, CDFW regulates sensitive habitat and species under the
Fish and Game Code and the Native Plant Protection Act; this
includes issuing Incidental Take Permits, authorized “take” under
Fish and Game Code § 2050 et seq., is a permit authorizing direct
impacts on listed California Endangered Species under specific
conditions. Resource protection by CDFW is carried out under
legislative authority of the California Endangered Species Act (CESA)
and Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) in addition to the previously
listed laws.

Section IV of the circulated draft ISMND describes the results of the
field surveys of existing conditions at the location of the Project and
provides analysis of Project plans indicating there is no evidence of
sensitive habitat or species that could be directly affected by the
Project; The single drainage feature observed on the eastern
portion of the Project site falls under the regulatory authority of the
Corps, Regional Board, and CDFW. The scope, location, and Project
design avoids direct impacts on this jurisdictional water feature due
to bore and jack construction and placement of barriers and
exclusion fencing pursuant to Mitigation Measure BIO-04.

Furthermore, the Project will implement BMPs and construction
practices that comply with the State’s NPDES program to prevent
indirect impacts on jurisdictional waters, surface waters and
downstream beneficial uses, by implementing Best Management

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
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Response

Practices (BMPs), Special Provisions, and Mitigation Measures
BIO—3 and BIO-04 as described in the Draft ISMND; these
measures prevent indirect impacts on special status plants and
species downstream from the Project. CDFW’s recommendations
on revisions to BIO-01 and BIO-02 will be incorporated.

Implementation of mitigation measures BIO-01 through BIO-04 will
result in less than significant impacts on natural resources under
CDFW purview. Based on the site visit documenting existing
conditions of the Project location, as shown on Figure 6 of the
circulated Draft ISMND and Project plans, including Special
Construction Provisions, BMPs and mitigation measures, there are
no anticipated requirements for discretionary authorization by
CDFW under the Public Resources Code, Fish and Game Code,
Porter Cologne Water Quality Act, or the Native Plant Protection
Act. Discretionary permits from CDFW are not needed for the
proposed Project.

As described in the circulated Draft ISMND, the scope of the Project
is limited to approximately 1 acre and would result in less than
significant temporary construction impacts through avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation. The Project involves construction of
1,050 linear feet of buried potable water pipe as stated in the
Description of the Project, Section 1.0 of the Draft ISMND. Plans
for the Project, shown in Draft ISMND Figure 6 indicate the area of
disturbance, including temporary staging for Project construction is
approximately 1 acre and would implement water quality measures
consistent with State NPDES requirements to remove pollutants in
discharged surface water. Bore and jack construction will be used
to install the pipeline beneath an unnamed jurisdictional dry wash,
avoiding the need for a Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement.
The duration of construction would be 5 months as stated in the
Description of the Project, Section 1.0 of the Draft ISMND and
during construction, the contractor is required to implement BMPs,
Special Provisions and Mitigation Measures for water quality,
construction management and compliance with the Migratory Bird
Treaty Act, Endangered Species Acts and Clean Water Act.

The Project avoids direct impacts on sensitive resources under
CDFW purview. Bore and jack construction shown on Project plans

Rancho California Water District
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Response

will avoid direct impacts on the jurisdictional waters as indicated in
the Jurisdictional Delineation for the Project dated March 2023 and
provided in Appendix B and Figures 6, Project Plans and 7
Jurisdictional Delineation of the circulated Draft ISMND. Project
plans indicate staking the limits of the construction footprint will be
implemented by the contractor. As stated in Biology Section IV of
the circulated Draft ISMND, Mitigation Measures BIO—3 and BIO-
04 will implement barriers and erosion control fencing between the
Project and jurisdictional waters so that direct impacts do not occur
during construction. The Jurisdictional Delineation for the Project
was circulated in Appendix B with the ISMND and indicates the use
a bore and jack construction to install the pipeline under the
drainage would avoid direct impacts and the need for a Lake and
Streambed Alteration Agreement with CDFW. The Project will
incorporate best management practices into construction for
pollutant source control to reduce direct and indirect impacts on
surface waters, downstream receiving waters or beneficial use of
receiving waters under purview of the CDFW, Regional Board and
Corps under authority of the Clean Water Act and the Porter
Cologne Act.

“Take” is not anticipated. The Biology Section IV, of the circulated
Draft ISMND, summarizes the results of a field survey of the Project
footprint and surrounding area, conducted by ELMT biologist Jacob
Lloyd Davies on February 3, 2022. The Draft ISMND and Appendix
B indicate no native plant communities or natural communities of
special concern are on or adjacent to the Project and the Project is
not anticipated to have indirect impacts per the discussion in 3-4. 3
through 3-4. 6 above. The Project is located approximately 200 feet
away of Temecula Creek and is in an area influenced by human
activity as documented in Figures 4 and 5 Project Photos in the
circulated Draft ISMND. Construction does not propose activities of
a scope or duration that could influence creek resources in
Temecula Creek, approximately 200 feet away.

Vegetation mapping of the Project location, Exhibit 5, Appendix B,
shows the Project site and surrounding area primarily consist of
disturbed, developed, and non-native grassland. The northern tip
of the Project is adjacent to an area mapped as buckwheat scrub.
As described in Section IV of the circulated Draft ISMND, existing

Rancho California Water District
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vegetation within and surrounding the Project site has the potential
to provide foraging opportunities for birds and raptors. This area
provides refuge cover from predators, perching sites and favorable
conditions for avian nesting that is protected under CDFW
enforcement of the MBTA and California Fish and Game Code
(Sections 3503, 3503.3, 3511, and 3513. These regulations prohibit
the take, possession, or destruction of birds, their nests or eggs).
Nests could be impacted temporarily during construction from
noise and elevated activities occurring in close proximity to nests.
This is considered a significant impact. Nests will be protected with
the implementation of Project Mitigation Measures BIO-01 and
BIO-02 as revised.

Aerials and photos of the Project location (Figures 4, 5 and 7) in the
circulated Draft ISMND show numerous established dirt access
roads as part of the baseline conditions within the Project footprint
and throughout the Local Vicinity of the Project. These dirt paths
are evidence of a high level of human activity. The field survey for
biological resources resulting in no evidence of special status
species at the Project Site. Biology Section IV. b. of the circulated
Draft ISMND states that the location of the Project has the potential
to support nesting and foraging opportunities for migratory birds
and raptors. To avoid significant impacts under CEQA protection of
nests during construction is required.

10) The Project location and surrounding area has been approved for

urbanization and development under a previously certified EIR (SCH
#1999051047) for Specific Plan #313. The Project will implement
Mitigation Measures BIO-01 through BIO-04 as revised pursuant to
CDFW input. This includes preconstruction surveys 30-days and 3-
days prior to mobilization to determine presence/absence of
migratory bird species, including burrowing owl, and specific steps
requiring motoring and reporting for any species found.

11) To protect nesting migratory bird species, a preconstruction nesting

bird clearance survey would be implemented 30 days prior and
again 3 days prior to mobilization and start of construction pursuant
to Revised Mitigation Measures BIO-1 and BIO-02. This would
identify the location of any nesting birds which could be affected by
construction and would give the biologist an opportunity to

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
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Comment
Number

3-5

Comment

CDFW issued Natural Community Conservation
Plan approval and take authorization in 2004 for
the Western Riverside County Multiple Species
Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP), as per
Section 2800, et seq., of the California Fish and
Game Code. The MSHCP established a multiple
species conservation program to minimize and
mitigate habitat loss and the incidental take of
covered species in association with activities
covered under the permit. CDFW is providing
the following comments as they relate to the
Project’s consistency with the MSHCP and CEQA.
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establish effective nest protection. These mitigation measures
require construction Staff training and protection of active nests
through the establishment of buffers and placement of barriers as
outlined in Mitigation Measures MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02.
Specifically. BIO-01 requires Rancho California Water District
(RCWD) to hire a qualified biologist and conduct a preconstruction
nesting bird survey. BIO-02 requires that RCWD obtain a report on
the preconstruction nesting survey that outlines appropriate steps
for protection of nests with buffers established by a wildlife
biologist if nests are found. The requirements listed in BIO-01 and
BIO-02 together are considered appropriate mitigation for
potentially significant impacts on migratory birds and are accepted
as full mitigation for potentially significant impacts on nesting birds,
which will achieve less than significant impacts.

12) As described above, barriers preventing direct impacts on
jurisdictional waters, source control for pollutants in surface waters
and nesting bird protections will be implemented during
construction to appropriately reduce impacts to less than
significant levels for resources under the purview of CDFW.
Therefore, Project implementation would not violate California
Endangered Species Act (CESA) or result in the need for “take”
under CESA or result in disturbance of CESA-listed rare plants
protected under the Native Plant Protection Act and California Fish
and Game Code, or require a Lake and Streambed Alteration
Agreement, as described in the circulated Draft ISMND.

The MSHCP simplifies the permit process and mitigation for incidental Take
of listed species for agencies that participate in this program. The Lead
Agency is RCWD, and RCWD is not a signatory to or participating entity in the
MSHCP; therefore, RCWD is subject to CESA, ESA and CEQA regulations on
resource compliance. RCWD would only be eligible for permit streamlining for
Take under The Western Riverside County MSHCP as a participating entity.
Therefore, the MSHCP is not applicable to RCWD actions; however, the
MSHCP requirements are considered in project planning by RCWD.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
required.



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number
3-6

3-7

3-8

Comment

Description: The Rancho California Water
District (District; Lead Agency) and Ardurra
Group, Inc. (Project Applicant) are proposing the
Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline
Extension Project (Project). The proposed
Project would extend the potable water pipeline
approximately 1,050 linear feet, consisting of
725 linear feet of 12-inch and 325 linear feet of
24-inch diameter potable water pipeline,
beginning at the end of Morgan Hill Drive to
Anza Road using open trench and jack and bore
construction.

In addition, approximately 45 linear feet of 24-
inch casing will be utilized to install the pipeline
where it passes under an unnamed jurisdictional
wash. The casing construction will require the
removal of approximately 120 cubic yards (CY) of
excavated material (80 CY for jacking pit and 40
CY for receiving pit). Excavation of the trench will
involve preparation of the trench, amending soil
to fill the bottom of the trench, and backfilling
the trench. In addition, approximately 560 CY of
excavated material for the 12-inch pipeline and
450 CY of excavated material for the entire
length of the 24-inch pipeline is required.

Location: The Project site is located north of
Calle Linda, east of Anza Road, south of Highway
79 and west of Morgan Hill Road in
unincorporated Riverside County, California, in
Township 14 South, Range 2 West, of the U.S.
Geological Survey 7.5” Pechanga, California
topographic quadrangle map; Assessor’s Parcel
Numbers 966- 170-003, 966-170-006, 966-170-
022, and 966-170-040.

Based on the documents for review, CDFW
offers the comments and recommendations
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This comment is a description of the proposed Project and the construction
activities implementing the Project. The Project, as proposed, is consistent
with the RCWD approved Capital Improvement Plan as well as plans and
programs approved by the County of Riverside. As identified in Response 3-
4. 10), the proposed Project is consistent with EIR #412, and development
entitlements associated with the Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313. As identified
in this EIR, the Project is intended to improve system redundancy and fire flow
in the Local Vicinity, which includes open space, recreation and conserved
resources.

This comment is a description of the Project location taken from the
circulated Draft ISMND. As stated in Section 1.0 of the Circulated Draft
ISMND, the Project Site is within approved easements for public utilities and
future street right of-way and surrounded by land designated for residential
development and open space approved under the Morgan Hill Specific Plan.
The Project is within the Western Riverside County Area. The Project Site
consists primarily of vacant, undeveloped land that has been subject to a
variety of anthropogenic disturbances.

1) CDFW indicates that they are providing comments to assist RCWD
in identifying, avoiding, and mitigating potentially significant

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND
No revisions
needed.

No revisions
required.

Mitigation
Measures BIO-



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

3-9

Comment

below to assist the District in adequately
identifying, avoiding, and/or mitigating the
Project’s significant, or potentially significant,
direct, and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife
(biological) resources. Editorial comments or
other suggestions are also be included to
improve the environmental document. CDFW
recommends the measures or revisions below
be included in a science-based monitoring
program that contains adaptive management
strategies as part of the Project’s CEQA
mitigation, monitoring and reporting program
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21081.6; CEQA
Guidelines, § 15097).

Compliance with approved habitat plans, such as
the MSHCP, is discussed in CEQA. Specifically,
Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines
requires that the CEQA document discuss any
inconsistencies between a proposed project and
applicable general plans and regional plans,
including habitat conservation plans and natural
community conservation plans. An assessment
of the impacts to the MSHCP as a result of this
Project is necessary to address CEQA
requirements. The proposed Project occurs
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impacts. CDFW is recommending revised mitigation measures and
additional mitigation measures supporting a science-based
monitoring program that contains adaptive management strategies
incorporated into the mitigation monitoring and reporting program
for the Project.

RCWD and Ardurra Group have incorporated design features and
mitigation measures into the circulated Draft ISMND to adequately
reduce anticipated Project impacts that are considered potentially
significant under CEQA. CEQA requires that the environmental
analysis in the ISMND provide thorough, due diligence and full
disclosure of outcomes that can be reasonably expected from
Project implementation. The analysis need not be exhaustive.

Mitigation Measures BIO-01 and BIO-02 have been revised
according to CDFW comments to effectively protect natural
resources under CDFW purview. This means that the MMRP for the
Project has been revised to include mitigation measures for
contingencies to protect biological resources under variable
conditions that could be encountered in the field during
construction. The revised MMRP is intended to provide a
framework and stated objectives that will become decision making
process for the construction-phase regarding additional data
acquisition, monitoring, and evaluation. Revised mitigation for the
project consists of additional preconstruction surveys and an
outline of next steps should sensitive species be found during these
surveys and does not constitute new mitigation measures for the
project that were not included in the circulated Draft ISMND.

A Biological Resources Report and MSHCP Consistency Analysis
dated March 15, 2021, was prepared for the Project by ELMT. This
report was summarized in Section IV of the ISMND and is included
as an attachment in its entirety as Appendix B. This report and the
circulated Draft ISMND discuss consistency between the Project
and the MSHCP requirements. Specific consistency between the
Project and the stated MSHCP objectives are highlighted below. It
should be noted that the discussion below is information that was
included in the Draft ISMND that was circulated for public review
and is not new information.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND
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Commenter Comment Comment Response Revision(s) to
Number ISMND
within the MSHCP area and is subject to the 2) The MSHCP stated objectives include biological, economic, and
provisions and policies of the MSHCP. social goals as follows:

a) MSHCP Biological Goal: In the MSHCP Plan Area, Conserve Covered
Species and their Habitats.

Project consistency with MSHCP biological goals: The query of the
California Natural Diversity Data Base conducted for the Project in
Appendix B indicates the following species that are covered in the
MSHCP could be found within the Local Vicinity:

1. Cooper’s Hawk

2. Sharp-shinned Hawk

3. Southern California rufous-crowned sparrow
4, Grasshopper sparrow

5. Arroyo toad

6. Golden Eagle

7. Great blue heron

8. Bell’s sage sparrow

9. Burrowing owl

10. Orange Throat Whiptail

11. Coastal western whiptail

12. Ferruginous Hawk

13. Swainson’s hawk

14. Northwestern San Diego pocket mouse
15. Northern harrier

16. Red-diamond rattlesnake

17. Dulzura Kangaroo Rat

18. Least Bell’s vireo

19. Riverside Fairy Shrimp

20. Western spadefoot

21. Yellow Warbler

22. Coastal California Gnatcatcher
23. Coast horned lizard

24, California Horned Lark

25. Los Angeles pocket mouse

26. Southwestern willow flycatcher
27. Southwestern pond turtle

28. White-tailed kite

29. Stephan’s kangaroo Rat
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Section IV. a. of the circulated Draft ISMND summarizes the results
of the records searches and field survey that are the foundation of
the biological resources report. The report concludes that species
protected under the ESA and MSHCP were not found at the Project
Site. Habitat within the Project footprint and surrounding area is
highly disturbed due to human activities and is not considered
sensitive habitat under the MSHCP. The Project is not anticipated
to affect locations along Temecula Creek, approximately 200 feet
away due to proposed design features which limit the construction
footprint to staked and fenced areas. The Project is not likely to
impact MSHCP listed species for this reason.

Since the Project location does not include sensitive habitat and will
not have indirect impacts downstream due to BMPs, Special
Provisions to the Plan Set and mitigation measures, the Project
does not anticipate the loss of sensitive habitat or incidental take of
protected species identified in the MSHCP and the ESA. Project
design and proposed mitigation measures have been discussed in
the circulated Draft ISMND which reduce direct and indirect
impacts on species and jurisdictional waters of the United States
covered under the ESA and would avoid the need for an incidental
take permit.

The proposed bore and jack construction implementing the Project
underneath the dry wash will avoid direct impacts on the
jurisdictional waters that could be regulated under a lake and
streambed alteration agreement (California Fish and Game Code
Section 1602). Water quality mitigation measures have been
included in the ISMND and MMRP for the Project to reduce indirect
impacts on receiving waters and downstream beneficial uses to less
than significance. BIO-03 requires implementation of a barrier
fence that will serve as exclusion fencing and erosion control to
protect water quality downstream from the Project. In addition,
Mitigation Measure HYDRO-01 requires the use of an Energy
Dissipater and Baker Tank during construction so that the Project is
compliant with Statewide General NPDES Permit for Drinking Water
Systems (ORDER WQ 2014-0194-DWQ GENERAL ORDER NO.
CAG140001). Project plans and specifications indicate that
construction must comply with the requirements of the Statewide
General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
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Construction and Land Disturbance Activities, Order No. 2009 0009-
DWQ, as amended by 2010-0014-DWQ and 2012-0006-DWQ
(General Permit), issued by the State Water Resources Control
Board (SWRCB), which will be implemented according to RCWD
standard protocol. This is discussed in Section X. e). of the
circulated Draft ISMND.

MSHCP Economic Goal: Improve the future economic development
in the County by providing an efficient, streamlined regulatory
process through which Development can proceed in an efficient
way. The MSHCP and the General Plan will provide the County with
a clearly articulated blueprint describing where future
Development should and should not occur.

Project Consistency with MSHCP Economic Goals: As stated in
Section IV. a. of the circulated Draft ISMND, RCWD is not a
permittee under the MSHCP and is not required to apply MSHCP
requirements to District Projects. Instead, District projects are
subject to the ESA, CESA, and CEQA. The Project Site is documented
as primarily disturbed and developed in the field survey conducted
for the Project as stated in Appendix B and Section IV. a. of the
circulated Draft ISMND. There were no sensitive habitat or species
present during the field survey for biological resources. As
described in Section IV, a. and b., the Project will be installed
beneath the dry wash which is jurisdictional. This will avoid direct
impacts on this resource. Therefore, the need for regulatory
permits is not foreseen.

The Project is shown in approved maps and plans implementing the
approved conceptual development plan for Specific Plan #313 and
General Plan Amendment No. 475 and EIR #412 (SCH1999051047)
that have been approved and certified by the County of Riverside
as well as incorporated into the County’s Ordinances since 1999.
These reports document the need for redundancy and increased
fire flow that the Project will bring to this area. The Project is
proposed to specifically address this system deficiency; therefore,
the Project is consistent with the County’s General Plan. As stated
in Section 1.0, Description of the Project in the circulated Draft
ISMND, the Project Site was located within mapped easements for
public utilities and future street right-of-way and is surrounded by

Rancho California Water District
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3-10

Comment

The MND indicates that project activities
associated would not conflict with the provisions
of the MSHCP. Portions of the Project are
adjacent to conserved lands, discussed further
below. The MND should provide analysis that
Project activities are consistent with MSHCP
objectives. If there is potential for take of species
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land designated for residential development, open space and public
trails as depicted in the approved Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313.
As stated in Table 1 of the circulated Draft ISMND, the Project is
located within an area designated in the General Plan for an arterial
street, Anza Road; and the approved Morgan Hill Specific Plan #313
and County of Riverside General Plan indicate that the location of
the Project is in approved plans for the extension of Morgan Hill
Drive and Anza Road. For these reasons, the Project is considered
consistent with area plans, the County of Riverside General Plan, in
addition to the MSHCP.

¢) MSHCP Social Goal: Provide for permanent open space, community
edges, and recreational opportunities, which contribute to
maintaining the community character of Western Riverside County.

Project Consistency with MSHCP Social Goals: The Project will enhance
water system reliability and fire flow in an area that has been identified
as deficient in fire flow for existing and planned open space and public
trails as well as residential land use. As stated in Response IX. b,
paragraph 3 of the ISMND, according to Riverside County’s General Plan
and Local Hazard Mitigation Plan, the Project Site and Local Vicinity are
located within an area susceptible fire hazards and within a very high to
high severity zone. Therefore, the Project will support open space,
recreation, and character of Western Riverside County with reliable
water service and fire flow and is compliant with MSHCP social goals.

For the reasons above, the Project is compliant with approved MSHCP.
The extension of Anza Road is shown on the approved conceptual plan
for the Morgan Hill Specific Plan. The Project has been included in
approved area plans as County of Riverside General Plan Amendment
#474 since 1999. The Project is part of the approved Master Plan and
Capital Improvement Plan for infrastructure that is being implemented
by the Rancho California Water District Board and staff.

See response to comment 3-9 above. The circulated Draft ISMND documents

Project consistency with the stated objectives of the MSHCP. This was

explained in the circulated Draft ISMND and highlighted in Response 3-9.

See Response 3-4 above. Section IV of the circulated Draft ISMND
summarizes existing conditions at the Project location and surrounding area

and indicates that the need for a CESA Incidental Take Permit is not foreseen

Rancho California Water District
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or loss of habitat due to project implementation,
then these impacts should be addressed. The
District, as the lead agency, has the option of
obtaining take of threatened and/or endangered
species through the MSHCP or through a CESA
Incidental Take Permit (ITP).

The District is the lead agency but is not
signatory to the MSHCP; in order to participate
in the MSHCP, the District would need to act as
a Participating Special Entity (PSE) (see Section
6.1.6 Mitigation Responsibilities). To be
considered a covered activity, Permittees need
to demonstrate that proposed actions are
consistent with the MSHCP, the Permits, and the
Implementing Agreement. If the District chooses
to act as a PSE and obtain take through the
MSHCP, then the following MSHCP policies and
procedures will apply to this project: Protection
of Species Associated with Riparian/Riverine
Areas and Vernal Pools (MSHCP Section 6.1.2),
Protection of the Narrow Endemic Plant Species
(MSHCP Section 6.1.3), Additional Survey Needs
and Procedures (MSHCP section 6.3.2), and
Urban/Wildland Interface Guidelines (MSHCP
section 6.1.4).

The MSHCP identifies that the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife and the U. S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (collectively known as
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with the implementation of design features, RCWD standard conditions,
proposed mitigation measures and Revised Mitigation Measures BIO-01 and
BIO-02.

RCWD does not participate in the MSHCP and is not a signatory to the MSHCP.
RCWD will consider participation as a Permittee in the MSHCP separately
from this Project. Section IV. a. and b. of the circulated ISMND and responses
3-1 through 3-10 above indicate MSHCP requirements are considered in the
environmental analysis and the mitigation for the Proposed Project.
Regulatory permits would not be needed for the Project due to design
features and RCWD standard conditions for the contractor which avoid direct
and indirect impacts on habitat, species, and surface /receiving waters under
jurisdiction of CDFW. Mitigation measures identified in Response 3-9 were
included in the circulated Draft ISMND to reduce direct and indirect impacts
on biological resources as well as reduce pollutants from construction
entering surface waters and receiving waters. Implementation of proposed
and revised Mitigation Measures will provide contingency mitigation if
burrowing owl are found during construction. Potentially significant Project
impacts on burrowing owl, which is a species covered under the MBTA, would
be less than significant with mitigation. It should be noted that the results of
the field survey for the Project indicate there was no evidence of burrowing
owl at the Project location or in the vicinity and this location is not suitable
for burrowing owl. Input provided by CDFW will be incorporated as revised
Mitigation Measures BIO-01 and BIO-02 in the Final ISMND the Final MMRP
for the Project to require an additional preconstruction survey 30 days prior
to construction and include provisions for protection of burrowing owl,
beyond presence/absence preconstruction surveys, in the unlikely event that
this species is encountered prior to or during construction. For these reasons,
the Project will not violate MSHCP policies related to Protection of Species
Associated with Riparian/Riverine Areas and Vernal Pools (MSHCP Section
6.1.2), Protection of the Narrow Endemic Plant Species (MSHCP Section
6.1.3), Additional Survey Needs and Procedures (MSHCP section 6.3.2), and
Urban/Wildland Interface Guidelines (MSHCP section 6.1.4).

RCWD will consider becoming a PSE separately from the Project. RCWD will
notify CDFW and USFWS of the public meeting schedule for the Project.
RCWD requested notification and input from the Wildlife Agencies via the

Rancho California Water District
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the Wildlife Agencies) shall be notified in
advance of approval of public and private
projects for the identified MSHCP activities
which includes the Protection of Species
Associated with Riparian/Riverine Areas and
Vernal Pools and Guidelines Pertaining to the
Urban/Wildlands Interface (Section 6.11 of the
MSHCP). CDFW  recommends that to
demonstrate compliance with the MSHCP, the
District if the district chooses to be a PSE, then
the District should complete the PSE process and
MSHCP implementation prior to adoption of the
MND for the Project.

If the Project is not processed through the
MSHCP for covered species, then the Project
may be subject to the Federal Endangered
Species Act (FESA) and/or CESA for threatened,
endangered, and/or candidate species. In order
to evaluate potential for CESA species presence,
recent, relevant survey results should be
included in the MND. Impact assessment and
mitigation development for permits developed
after and outside of the CEQA process are not
CEQA compliant, because they deprive the
public and agencies of their right to know of
project impacts and how they are being
mitigated (CEQA Section 15002). CDFW’s CESA
ITP requires that a project minimize and fully
mitigate impacts to State-listed resources.
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NOC filed with the State Clearinghouse for the State public review period on
the circulated Draft ISMND.

RCWD understands that the Project is subject to compliance with the FESA
and CESA and CEQA due to their status as a non-participating entity in the
MSHCP. The results of the field survey and records search for the Project
indicate that sensitive species, including those listed in the MSHCP, and
habitat are not present within the area of potential impacts for the Project
and would not likely be impacted directly or indirectly due to design and
mitigation proposed with the Project. The field survey for the Project
emphasized review for MSHCP listed species and resulted in the conclusion
that the location of the Project does not contain sensitive resources that
could require take under the MSHCP or issuance of an incidental take permit
pursuant to CESA. Furthermore, the design of the project includes avoidance
features, best management practices, and technical specifications protecting
natural resources under CDFW purview from indirect impacts. The field
survey in Appendix B concludes that the Project location does not provide
suitable burrowing owl habitat. Pursuant to revised Mitigation Measures BIO-
01 and BIO-02, additional field surveys will be conducted prior to start of
construction to confirm species absence per input received from CDFW.
Examples of where the circulated Draft ISMND discusses how the Project will
avoid significant impacts on biological resources through design, including the
jurisdictional delineation and bore and jack construction avoiding impacts on
the jurisdictional dry wash can be found in Section IV., Biology and Section X.,
Hydrology. The analysis supporting the ISMND conclusion of less than
significance is provided in Section IV, b. and c. The conclusion of less than
significant impacts with mitigation incorporated is supported with the
implementation of BIO-03 and BIO-04 which will require that the contractor
install barriers around the bore and jack activities providing both exclusion

Rancho California Water District
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Regardless of whether take authorization of
threatened and/or endangered species is
obtained through the MSHCP or through a CESA
ITP, the MND needs to address how the
proposed Project will affect the policies and
procedures of the MSHCP. Therefore, all surveys
required by the MSHCP policies and procedures
listed above to determine consistency with the
MSHCP should be conducted and results
included in the MND so that CDFW can
adequately assess whether the Project will
impact the MSHCP.
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fencing and erosion control to reduce direct and indirect impacts from
construction on jurisdictional waters.  The Project will also implement
preconstruction surveys prior to mobilization, pursuant to CDFW input, to
confirm project compliance with FESA, CESA and CEQA pursuant to CDFW
suggested mitigation measure revisions. The revised mitigation measures
include preconstruction surveys 30 days and three days prior to construction
and provisions to protect covered species should they be found within
proximity of the project.

As discussed in Response 3-9, the Project is consistent with the Goals of the
MSHCP. The Project is within the boundaries of the MSHCP and not within a
criteria cell. Best Management Practices, Standard Provisions and Mitigation
Measures proposed for the Project are consistent with the MSHCP
requirements in Section 7.5.3 Construction Guidelines. These include:

e  Plans for water pollution and erosion control.

See MM HYDRO-01- Energy Dissipater and Baker Tank. MM HAZ-
02- Loose Construction Materials. MM BIO-03 Silt Fence

e  Protection of active bird nests.

See Revised MM BIO-01- Nesting Bird Clearance Survey and MM
BIO-02- Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey.

e Sediment and erosion control measures.

See MM HYDRO-01- Energy Dissipater and Baker Tank. MM HAZ-
02- Loose Construction Materials. Standard Provision F-6

e Silt fencing or other sediment trapping materials will be installed.

See MM BIO-03- Barrier for Construction Activities Near Waters of
the State and United States.

e  Settling ponds.
See MM HYDRO-01- Energy Dissipater and Baker Tank.
e The footprint of disturbance will be minimized to the maximum

extent Feasible. Access to sites will occur on pre-existing access
routes to the greatest extent possible.

Rancho California Water District
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See MM BIO-03, Barrier for Construction Activities Near Waters of
the State and United States. MM BIO-04- Jurisdictional Delineation
for Waters of the State and Waters of the United States.

Equipment storage, fueling and staging areas.
See MM HAZ-01 and MM HAZ-02

The limits of disturbance, including the upstream, downstream and
lateral extents, will be clearly defined and marked in the field and
monitored.

See MM BIO-03- Barrier for Construction Activities Near Waters of
the State and United States. MM BIO-04- Jurisdictional Delineation
for Waters of the State and Waters of the United States.

Exotic species removed during construction will be properly
handled to prevent sprouting or regrowth.
MM GEO-01 and MM GEO-02. Standard Provision K

Training of construction personnel will be provided.

See MM BIO-02 and Standard Provisions Section E (a pre-
construction monitoring and monthly progress meetings are
required).

Ongoing monitoring and reporting will occur for the duration of the
construction activity to ensure implementation of best
management practices.

See MM BIO-02. Standard Provisions E and |

Availability of fire-fighting equipment (e.g., extinguishers, shovels,
water tankers) shall be available on the site.
See MM HAZ-01

Active construction areas shall be watered regularly to control dust
and minimize impacts to adjacent vegetation.
See Standard Provision F-6

All equipment maintenance, staging, and dispensing of fuel, oil,
coolant, or any other toxic substances shall occur only in designated
areas within the proposed grading limits of the project site. These

Rancho California Water District
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Specific Comments:
Comment #1: Burrowing Owl

3-15

Issue: The Project may have significant impact
on burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) a Species
of Special Concern (SSC).
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designated areas shall be clearly marked and located in such a
manner as to contain run-off.
See MM HAZ-02. Standard Provision F

e  Waste, dirt, rubble, or trash shall not be deposited in the
Conservation Area or on native habitat.
See MM HAZ-02. Standard Provision F

These Project requirements avoid direct impacts on MSHCP resources and
jurisdictional waters. Implementation of the measures listed in the circulated
Draft ISMND will apply source control to reduce project-related pollutants
from entering surface and receiving waters and protect species and habitat.

It should be noted that the field survey for the Project was implemented in a
manner and process that is consistent with the intent and implementation
criteria outlined in the MSHCP. The Project is in an area that has undergone
significant disturbance previously and does not contain sensitive habitat.
RCWD is not requesting consideration as a participating entity in the MSHCP
at this time.

The circulated Draft ISMND, Sections 1.0 and 4.1 IV and Appendix B include
the following information that is compliant with Section 6.1.1.B of the MSHCP
for initial review:

e Definition of the project area,

e Written project description with maps as appropriate,

e Written description of biological information available for the
project site including the results of any available mapping or
surveys,

e  Quantification of anticipated impacts to biological resources
identified for the project, and

e |Initial assessment of the relationship of the project as proposed to
the MSHCP Conservation Criteria.

Mitigation measures MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02 were included in the ISMND
and MMRP and will implement burrowing owl protections. The field survey
for the project indicates the project location and the study area do not have
suitable habitat for this species. Due to the known presence of this species in

Rancho California Water District
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Comment
Number

3-16

3-17

Comment

Specific Impacts: Project construction and
activities may result in injury or mortality of
burrowing owl, disrupt natural burrowing owl
breeding behavior, and reduce reproductive
capacity. Also, the Project may impact breeding,
wintering, and foraging habitat for the species,
Habitat loss could result in local extinction of the
species and contribute to local, regional, and
State-wide declines of burrowing owl.

Why impacts would occur: The MND and
Appendix B identifies that protocol burrowing
owl habitat surveys of the Project site were
completed February 3, 2022, as described in the
2006 Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions for the
Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan Area and that no burrowing
owls were seen or suitable habitat was found.
No additional detail (the survey dates, times,
etc.) were provided regarding the burrowing
owls surveys mentioned within the MND. The
“Burrowing Owl Survey Instructions from the
Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan Area” specify a written report
must be provided detailing results of the habitat
assessment with photographs and indicated
whether the project site contain suitable
burrowing owl habitat and burrow locations.

There is insufficient information provided to
determine if the proposed avoidance and
minimization measures will mitigate Project
impacts below a level of significance. BIOMM# 2
would require a no-work buffer around nesting

Page 67

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Response

the area, mitigation measures will be implemented prior to and during
construction protect this species should it be encountered during
construction.BIO-01 ad BIO-02 have been revised to include CDFW input and
require an additional preconstruction survey 30 days prior to mobilization for
construction.

Please see comment 3-15. Significant impacts are not anticipated.

As mentioned within the Biological Resources Report (See Appendix B) and
Section IV of the circulated ISMND, one field investigation habitat assessment
was conducted by biologist Jacob H. Lloyd Davies on February 3, 2022. Special
attention was given to the suitability of the on-site habitat to support
burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia) and several other special status species
identified by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California
Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) and other electronic databases as
potentially occurring on or within the general vicinity of the Project. Following
the literature review, biologist Jacob H. Lloyd Davies initially inventoried and
evaluated the condition of the habitat within the Project Site on February 3,
2022. Photographs from this field survey are included in Attachment C of
Appendix B (Biological Resources Report Attachment C). The report and
photos show that the Project is not proposed in a location that is suitable for
burrowing owl. The Project is proposed within an area that has experienced
a high level of anthropogenic disturbance.

Upon the competition of the field investigation and review of additional
sources, the burrowing owl was presumed to be absent at the Project Site.
Project Biologists found the Project Site was not suitable habitat for
burrowing owls and their presence was not observed during the field
investigation. In addition, review of the 2006 Burrowing Owl Survey
instructions for the Western Riverside Multiple Species Habitat Conservation
Plan Area were reviewed as part of a comprehensive evaluation of the

Rancho California Water District
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No revisions
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birds, which would apply to occupied burrowing
owl burrows, both during the nesting season and
outside breeding season to be determined by
the biologist. However, no-work buffer could be
an insufficient buffer from occupied burrows
and adjacent foraging grounds given the types of
disturbance associated with the Project.
Burrowing owls could react to low level
disturbances such as surveys, drive by, or
minimal ground disturbance/excavation
(Environment Canada 2009). The Project is
proposing a buffer that may be more suitable for
low level disturbances; however, the Project
could generate noise and ground vibrations
more consistent with medium to high level
disturbance.  Project construction  would
generate noise and ground vibrations during
daytime and nighttime earthmoving activities,
demolition, tunneling, spoils hauling, and
operation of large machinery. A buffer from
occupied burrows during these types of
disturbances could result in burrowing owls
abandoning active nests, potentially causing loss
of eggs or developing young, and noise could
cause birds to avoid suitable nesting habitat. In
addition, a buffer would not protect important
foraging habitat during burrowing owl nesting
season.

In addition, implementation of buffer “to the
extent feasible” does not ensure that buffers will
be required, which means that the mitigation
proposed is not an enforceable requirement.
Furthermore, CDFW’s 2012 Staff Report on
Burrowing Mitigation (CDFG 2012) does not
support relocating breeding burrowing owls as
mitigation. Finally, CDFW does not issue permits
for the take of nesting birds, nests, or eggs. BIO-
MM#2 is not specific to burrowing owl and does
not provide any performance standards suitable
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potential for special-statis and non-special-status biological resources at the
Project Site.

Preconstruction bird surveys are proposed to look for burrowing owl as well
as other avian species protected under the MBTA. Species protocol under the
FESA will be followed. Mitigation Measures BIO-01 and BIO-02 have been
revised for the Project to incorporate additional protocol for the contractor if
burrowing owl are encountered during construction. Therefore, less than
significant impacts with mitigation are anticipated.

Rancho California Water District
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3-18

Comment

for successfully mitigating impacts on burrowing
owl habitat. The mitigation measure proposed in
the MND may not satisfy the CEQA standards for
deferred mitigation (CEQA Guidelines, §
15126.4).

Evidence impact would be significant: Burrowing
owl is a SSC, an SSC is a species, subspecies, or
distinct population of an animal native to
California that currently satisfies one or more of
the following (not necessarily mutually
exclusive) criteria:

. is extirpated from the State or, in the case
of birds, is extirpated in its primary season
or breeding role;

. is listed as ESA-, but not CESA-, threatened,
or endangered; meets the State definition
of threatened or endangered but has not
formally been listed;

e is experiencing, or formerly experienced,
serious (noncyclical) population declines or
range retractions (not reversed) that, if
continued or resumed, could qualify it for
State threatened or endangered status;
and/or, has naturally small populations
exhibiting high susceptibility to risk from
any factor(s), that if realized, could lead to
declines that would qualify it for CESA
threatened or endangered status (CDFW
2022b). CEQA provides protection not only
for ESA and CESA-listed species, but for any
species including but not limited to SSC
which can be shown to meet the criteria for
State listing. These SSC meet the CEQA
definition of rare, threatened, or
endangered species (CEQA Guidelines, §
15380). In addition, migratory nongame
native bird species are protected by
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Burrowing owl is a species protected under the MBTA and Federal
Endangered Species Act. The results of the field survey indicate that the
location of the Project is not suitable for burrowing owl due to the level and
regularity of human disturbance. Hiking trails appear throughout this location
and there is no evidence of burrowing owl occupying this area. See Response
3-17

Rancho California Water District
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international treaty under the Federal
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918
(Code of Federal Regulations, Title 50, §
10.13). Sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 of
the California Fish and Game Code prohibit
take of all birds and their active nests
including raptors and other migratory
nongame birds (as listed under the Federal
MBTA). It is unlawful to take, possess, or
needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any
raptor.

In California, burrowing owls are in decline
primarily because of habitat loss, as well as
disease, predation, and drought. Burrowing owls
require specific soil and microhabitat conditions,
occur in few locations within a broad habitat
category of grassland and some forms of
agricultural land, require a relatively large home
range to support their life history requirements,
occur in relatively low numbers, and are semi-
colonial.

The Project’s impact on burrowing owl has yet to
be mitigated below a significant level.
Accordingly, the Project continues to have a
substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on a species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-
status species by CDFW.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To avoid take of active

burrowing owl burrows (nests), CDFW requests
the District include the following mitigation
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CEQA requires that the environmental analysis focus on outcomes that can
be reasonably anticipated with project implementation. The analysis does
not have to be exhaustive and should not be speculative. The Project is
proposed primarily within a compacted dirt road and highly disturbed area.
A field survey of the Project location indicated burrowing owl are not present
and the location does not provide suitable conditions for this species.

Rancho California Water District
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ISMND

Revised
Mitigation
Measures BIO-
01 and BIO-02



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

Comment

measures in the MND per below (edits are in
strikethrough and bold), and also included in
Attachment 1“Mitigation Monitoring and
Reporting Program”.

MM BIO-XX- A 30-day pre-construction survey
for burrowing owls is required prior to initial
ground-disturbing activities (e.g., vegetation
clearing, clearing, and grubbing, grading, tree
removal, site watering, equipment staging) to
ensure that no owls have colonized the site in
the days or weeks preceding the ground-
disturbing activities. If  ground-disturbing
activities occur, but the site is left undisturbed
for more than 30 days, a pre-construction survey
will again be necessary to ensure that burrowing
owl have not colonized the site since it was last
disturbed. A preconstruction survey for resident
burrowing owls within 3 days prior to
commencement shall also be conducted.

If burrowing owl are not detected during the
pre-construction survey, no further mitigation is
required. If burrowing owl are detected, CDFW
shall be sent written notification within 3 days of
detection of burrowing owls. If active burrowing
owl burrows are detected, the District shall not
commence activities until no sign is present that
the burrows are being used by adult or juvenile
owls or following CDFW approval of a Burrowing
Owl Plan as described below. If owl presence is
difficult to determine, a qualified biologist shall
monitor the burrows with motion-activated trail
cameras for at least 24 hours to evaluate burrow
occupancy. The onsite qualified biologist will
verify the nesting effort has finished according
to methods identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.
The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be prepared in
accordance with guidelines in the CDFW Staff
Report on Burrowing Owl (March 2012) and
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Pursuant to the request of the CDFW, Mitigation Measures MM BIO-01 and
MM BIO-02 have been revised to tailor nest protection and monitoring
requirements to CDFW’s request. BIO-01 has been revised to include a
preconstruction surveys 30 days and 3 days in advance of mobilization for
construction.

Rancho California Water District
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MSHCP. The qualified biologist and Project
Applicant shall coordinate with the District,
CDFW, and US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
to develop a Burrowing Owl Plan to be approved
by the District, CDFW, and USFWS prior to
commencing Project activities. The Burrowing
Owl Plan shall describe proposed avoidance,
relocation, monitoring, minimization, and/or
mitigation actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall
include the number and location of occupied
burrow sites and details on proposed buffers if
avoiding the burrowing owls or information on
the adjacent or nearby suitable habitat available
to owls for relocation. If no suitable habitat is
available nearby for relocation, details regarding
the creation and funding of artificial burrows
(numbers, location, and type of burrows) and
management activities for relocated owls shall
also be included in the Burrowing Owl Plan. The
District shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan
following CDFW and USFWS review and
approval.

If burrowing owls are observed within Project
Site(s) during Project implementation and
construction, the District shall notify CDFW
immediately in writing within 48 hours of
detection. A Burrowing Owl Plan shall be
submitted to CDFW for review and approval
within two weeks of detection and no Project
activity shall continue within 1000 feet of the
burrowing owls until CDFW approves the
Burrowing Owl Plan. The District shall be
responsible for implementing appropriate
avoidance and mitigation measures, including
burrow avoidance, passive or active relocation,
or other appropriate mitigation measures as
identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.
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If ground-disturbing activities occur but the site
is left undisturbed for more than 30 days, a
preconstruction survey for burrowing owl shall
be conducted and reported to CDFW as
described above. If a burrowing owl is found, the
same coordination described above shall be
necessary.

Comment #2: Crotch’s Bumble Bee (Bombus crotchii)

3-20

3-21

3-22

Issue: The Project may impact State candidate
species, Crotch’s bumble bee (Bombus crotchii),
through the removal of coastal sage brush and
grassland communities.

Specific impacts: The Project may result in
temporal and permanent loss of suitable nesting
and foraging habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee.
Project  ground-disturbing  activities and
vegetation removal may cause death or injury of
adults, eggs, and larva, burrow collapse, nest
abandonment, and reduced nest success.

Why impacts would occur: Crotch’s bumble bees
are generalist foragers and have been reported
visiting a wide variety of flowering plants
(Biesmeijer et al. 2006). They are known to occur
in laurel sumac scrub, grassland, meadows, and
coastal sage scrub, among other vegetation
communities. Suitable Crotch’s bumble bee
habitat includes areas of grasslands and scrub
that contain requisite habitat elements, such as
small mammal burrows. Based on habitat and
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See Appendix B: Biological Resources Report, Table D-1: Potentially Occurring
Special-Status Biological Resources. As indicated on Table D-1, the Crotch
bumble bee is presumed to be absent at the Project Site. The Project Biologist
determined that the Project Site does not contain suitable habitat for this
species; therefore, impacts are not anticipated. Based on this CDFW
comment, a field survey was conducted for Crotch’s bumble bee by a field
survey for Crotch’s Bumble Bee was performed on May 2", 2023. The results
of the survey are negative. Due to low plant diversity of nectar sources,
anthropogenic disturbances, no recorded occurrences in the immediate
vicinity of the Project Site, and lack of observation during field investigations,
Crotch bumble bees are presumed absent from the Project Site. The
entomologist’s report on this field survey is provided in Appendix B.

See Response to Comment 3-20 above.

See Response to Comment 3-20 above.

Rancho California Water District
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vegetation description in the MND and review of
the property on Google Earth, it appears that
suitable habitat for Crotch’s bumblebee is
present. However, surveys were not conducted
as part of the MND nor were any measures for
avoidance, minimization, or mitigation offered.

Crotch’s bumble bee primarily nest in late
February through late October underground in
abandoned small mammal burrows but may also
nest under perennial bunch grasses or thatched
annual grasses, under-brush piles, in old bird
nests, and in dead trees or hollow logs (Williams
et al. 2014, Hatfield et al. 2018). Overwintering
sites utilized by Crotch’s bumble bee mated
queens include soft, disturbed soil (Goulson
2010), or under leaf litter or other debris
(Williams et al. 2014). Despite the presence of
suitable Crotch’s bumble bee habitat on site, the
MND does not provide information as to what
criteria would be used to conclude that the
species is not present. Without adequate
presence/absence surveys, ground disturbance
and vegetation removal associated with Project
implementation during the breeding season
could result in the incidental loss of breeding
success or otherwise lead to nest abandonment
in areas adjacent to the Project site. Project
activities may result in temporal or permanent
loss of colonies, and suitable nesting and
foraging habitat.

Evidence impact would be significant: A petition
to list the Crotch’s bumble bee, an endangered
species under CESA, is currently pending before
the California Fish and Game Commission
(Commission) (Cal. Reg. Notice Register 2018,
No. 45-Z, pp. 1986-1987 [November 9, 2018]).
The Commission designated the Crotch’s
bumble bee as a candidate species under CESA
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Noted. See Response to Comment 3-20 above.
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in June 2019 (Cal. Reg. Notice Register 2019, No.
26-Z, pp. 954-955 [June 28, 2019]). The
Commission’s decision to designate the Crotch’s
bumble bee as a candidate species is the subject
of a pending legal challenge (Almond Alliance of
California v. Fish and Game Commission [2022]
79 Cal. App. 5th 337, pet. for review pending,
S275412). On September 30th, 2022, candidacy
was reinstated for the four bumble bee species
petitioned for listing — Franklin’s, Crotch’s,
western, and suckley cuckoo.

Crotch’s bumble bee is listed as an invertebrate
of conservation priority under the California
Terrestrial and Vernal Pool Invertebrates of
Conservation Priority (CDFWD 2017). Crotch’s
bumble bee has a State ranking of $1/S2. This
means that the Crotch’s bumble bee is
considered critically imperiled or imperiled and
is extremely rare (often 5 or fewer populations).
Also, Crotch’s bumble bee has a very restricted
range and steep population declines make the
species vulnerable to extirpation from the State
(CDFW 2017). Accordingly, Crotch’s bumble bee
meets the CEQA definition of rare, threatened,
or endangered species (CEQA Guidelines, §
15380). Therefore, take of Crotch’s bumble bee
could require a mandatory finding of significance
by the District (CEQA Guidelines, § 15065).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW recommends that
measures be taken, primarily, to avoid Project
impacts to Crotch’s bumble bee. Surveys should
be performed by a qualified entomologist
familiar with the species behavior and life history
to determine the presence/absence of Crotch’s
bumble bee within one year prior to vegetation
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See Response to Comment 3-20 above.
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removal and/or grading. Surveys should be
conducted during flying season when the
species is most likely to be detected above
ground, between March 1 to September 1
(Thorp et al. 1983). Survey results, including
negative findings, should be submitted to CDFW
prior to implementing Project-related ground-
disturbing activities. At minimum, a survey
report should provide the following:

a) A description and map of the survey area,
focusing on areas that could provide
suitable habitat for Crotch’s bumble bee.
CDFW recommends the map show
surveyor(s) track lines to document that
the entire site was covered during field
surveys.

b) Field survey conditions that should include
name(s) of qualified entomologist(s) and
brief qualifications; date and time of
survey; survey duration; general weather
conditions; survey goals, and species
searched.

c) Map(s) showing the location of
nests/colonies.

d) A description of physical (e.g., sail,
moisture, slope) and biological (e.g., plant
composition) conditions where each
nest/colony is found. A sufficient
description of  biological conditions,
primarily impacted habitat, should include
native plant composition (e.g., density,
cover, and abundance) within impacted
habitat (e.g., species list separated by
vegetation class; density, cover, and
abundance of each species).

3-25 Recommendation #1: CDFW recommends the

District update their CEQA document to reflect
the possibility of Crotch’s bumble bee within the
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Project site and discuss the local and regional
significance of impacts to the species. Focus
surveys should be conducted in order to
determine presence/absence, identify potential
nest sites, and to further evaluate the quality of
habitat present for Crotch’s bumble bee. The
updated analysis should include appropriate
avoidance, minimization, and compensatory
mitigation measures to offset any impacts to
below a level of significance.

Comment #3: Impacts to Species of Special Concern

3-26

3-27

Issue: The Project identified a total of 36 special-
status plant species, 44 special-status wildlife
species, and one (1) special-status plant
community as having potential to occur within
the Pechanga quadrangle. However, CDFW is
concerned that the proposed mitigation may not
provide enough specificity to sufficiently avoid
or minimize impacts to (SSC).

Specific impact: The MND and supporting
Appendix B identify the Project site has a high
potential to support Cooper’s hawk (Accipiter
cooperii), and sharp-shinned hawk (Accipiter
striatus); and a low potential to support San
Diego black-tailed jackrabbit (Lepus californicus

bennettii), loggerhead shrike (Lanus
ludovicianus), California horned lark (Eremophila
alpestris actia), northern harrier (Circus

cayaneu) within the Project site. Direct impacts
to SSC could result from Project construction
and activities (e.g., equipment staging,
mobilization, and grading); ground disturbance;
vegetation clearing; and trampling or crushing
from construction equipment, vehicles, and foot
traffic. Indirect impacts could result from
temporary or permanent loss of suitable habitat.
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The Project is located in disturbed habitat that is subject to ongoing
anthropogenic activity from regular hiking and other off-road use. See
Appendix B: Biological Resources Report, Table D-1: Potentially Occurring
Special-Status Biological Resources. As noted within the Table, impacts to
California Species of Special Concern are not anticipated. Designated SSC
species from the 36 special-status plant species and 44 special-status wildlife
species have low potential of occurrence to the Project Site, due to lack of
habitable conditions. See Response 3-9.

Section IV of the circulated Draft ISMND indicates that the location of the
Project has the potential to support nesting avian and provides foraging
opportunities for these species. Implementation of revised Mitigation
Measures BIO-01 and BIO-02 have been tailored to CDFW’s request and will
reduce impacts on nesting avian to less than significance, similar with the
mitigation measures BIO-01 and BIO-02 that were circulated with the Draft
ISMIND. The Project proposes temporary impacts on less than 1 acre during
the 5-month construction period and is located in an area with abundant
(hundreds of acres) foraging opportunities. Therefore, temporary Project
impacts on foraging for these species are considered less than significant.

Rancho California Water District
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necessary.
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Why impacts would occur: Without appropriate
species-specific avoidance measures, biological
construction monitoring may be ineffective for
detecting SSC. This may result in direct or
indirect impacts to SSC. Demolition and paving
after false negative conclusions may trap wildlife
hiding under refugia and burrows. Project
ground disturbing activities such as grading and
grubbing result in habitat destruction, causing
the death or injury of adults, juveniles, eggs, or
hatchlings. In addition, the Project may remove
habitat by eliminating native vegetation that
may support essential foraging and breeding
habitat.

Evidence impacts would be significant: CEQA
provides protection not only for state and
federally listed species, but for any species
including but not limited to California Species of
Special Concern which can be shown to meet the
criteria for State listing. These Species of Special
Concern meet the CEQA definition of rare,
threatened, or endangered species (CEQA
Guidelines, § 15065). Take of SSC could require
a mandatory finding of significance by the
District (CEQA Guidelines, § 15065).

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

To address the above issues and help the Project
applicant avoid unlawfully taking of nests and
eggs, CDFW requests the District include the
following mitigation measures in the MND per
below (edits are in strikethreugh and bold), and
also included in Attachment 1 Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program”.

Page 78

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Response

In accordance with Appendix B: Biological Resources Report, species with high
potential to occur at the Project Site include the Cooper’s hawk and sharp-
shinned hawk. The following species will be protected through the
implementation of MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02, which have been revised to
include comments from CDFW to minimize impacts to Nesting Birds and bird
species protected under the MBTA.

California Species of Special Concern (SSC) that were evaluated during the
Biological Resources Report include the Yellow-breasted chat, the southern
California legless lizard, and the grasshopper sparrow. The field survey for the
Project indicates these species were not found and are presumed to be
absent at the Project Site, except for the yellow-breasted chat, which has
moderate potential to occur based on location; however, the Project Biologist
noted that the existing conditions of the Project Site does not provide suitable
habitat for this species. The closest suitable habitat is north of the Project Site
associated with Temecula Creek, outside of the Project footprint.

CEQA requires that environmental analysis focus on reasonably foreseeable
outcomes from Project implementation. The analysis shall not be speculative.
The field survey for the Project documents nesting birds and raptors may be
found in the location of the Project and this is a potentially significant Project
impact. The analysis in the circulated Draft ISMND indicates that the Project
will implement preconstruction surveys for nesting birds and will protect any
nests that are found pursuant to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, including
burrowing owl, as outlined in MM BIO-01 and MM-BIO-02. This includes
establishment and monitoring of a buffer and noise barriers for active nests
until the young have fledged the nest. No related impacts on nests and eggs
are anticipated. In the unlikely event that nests and eggs are encountered
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Mitigation Measure #1: Scientific Collecting
Permit — The District/qualified biologist must
obtain appropriate handling permits to capture,
temporarily possess, and relocate wildlife to
avoid harm or mortality in connection with
Project construction and activities.

Mitigation Measure #2: Species surveys — The
District should retain a qualified biologist with
experience surveying for each of the following
species: Cooper’s hawk, sharp-shinned hawk,
San Diego black-tailed jackrabbit, loggerhead
shrike, California horned lark, white-tailed kite,
and northern harrier. Prior to commencing any
Project-related ground-disturbing activities, the
qualified biologist should conduct surveys for
where suitable habitat is present. Project related
activities include construction, equipment and
vehicle access, parking, and staging. Focused
surveys should consist of daytime surveys and
nighttime surveys no more than one month from
the start of any ground-disturbing activities. The
surveys should include mapping of current
locations of special-status wildlife species for
avoidance and relocation efforts and to assist
construction monitoring efforts. The survey
should be conducted so that 100 percent
coverage of the project site and surrounding
areas is achieved. If SSC are detected, the
qualified biologist should use visible flagging to
mark the location where SSC was detected. The
qualified biologist should take a photo of each
location, map each location, and provide the
specific species detected at that location. The
qualified biologist should provide a summary
report of SSC surveys to the District before any
Project-related ground-disturbing activities. The
CDFW should be notified and consulted
regarding the presence of any special-status
wildlife species found on site during surveys. If
an Endangered Species Act-listed species is
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during construction, the RCWD biologist will implement activity buffers
pursuant to proposed mitigation measures for the Project.

As stated in Section IV of the circulated ISMND and in Appendix B: Biological
Resources Report, the potential occurrence for species of special concern was
assessed during the field survey for the Project. Appendix B, Table D-1
indicates there is high potential for occurrence for Cooper’s Hawk and Sharp-
shinned hawk in the vicinity of the Project. As a result of this, Mitigation
Measures MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02 will be implemented prior to
mobilization for construction and are considered full and acceptable
mitigation for potential impacts on nesting raptors. Due to the scope of the
Project, approximately 1 acre located in an area with expansive surrounding
open space, impacts on foraging for these species during construction are
considered less than significant. Therefore, mitigation measures for the
Project focus on protecting nesting birds and raptors. MM BIO-01 was
included in the circulated Draft ISMND and requires that RCWD hire a
qualified biologist to conduct preconstruction surveys and protect nesting
birds and raptors. Mitigation Measure BIO-02 outlines protection and
monitoring requirements for nesting birds and raptors. Mitigation Measures
MM BIO-01 and BIO-02 have been revised to include input from CDFW to
protect nesting birds.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

Revised
Mitigation
Measures BIO-
01 and BIO-02



Commenter

July 2023

Comment

Number

3-32

3-33

Comment

found prior to or during grading of the site, the
USFWS should also be notified. Additional
avoidance and minimization measures may need
to be developed with CDFW/USFW.

Mitigation Measure #3: Protection/Relocation
Plan — Where applicable, wildlife should be
protected, allowed to move away on its own
(non-invasive, passive relocation), or relocated
to adjacent appropriate habitat within the open
space on site or

in suitable habitat adjacent to the project area
(either way, at least 200 feet from the grading
limits). Special status wildlife should be captured
by only by a qualified biologist with proper
handling permits. The qualified biologist should
prepare a species-specific list (or plan) of proper
handling and relocation protocols and a map of
suitable and safe relocation areas. The list (or
plan) of protocols should be implemented
during project construction and
activities/biological construction monitoring.
The District/qualified biologist may consult with
CDFW/USFWS to prepare species-specific
protocols for proper handling and relocation
procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist
should be authorized to capture and relocate
ESA-listed species. A relocation plan should be
submitted to CDFW for review and comment
prior to implementing Project-related ground-
disturbing activities.

Mitigation Measure #4: Worker Training — The
District in consultation with a qualified biologist
should  prepare  worker  environmental
awareness training prior to implementation of
Project ground-disturbing activities. The training
should include effective, specific, enforceable,
and feasible actions. The qualified biologist
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Noted. CEQA requires that the environmental analysis not be speculative and
should focus on reasonably foreseeable outcomes from Project
implementation. Based on the field survey for the Project conducted on
February 3, 2022, the Project will occur within a disturbed area with low
quality habitat. Construction is not anticipated to require capture of special
status wildlife. Mitigation measures for the Project MM BIO-03 and MM BIO-
04 require exclusion fencing and would prevent species from entering the
active construction area.

Mitigation Measure MM BIO-04 requires construction crew training and has

been revised to reflect the specific language provided by CDFW in their
proposed mitigation measures #3, #4, and #5.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

Revised MM
BIO-04



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

3-34

Comment

should have prepared maps showing locations
where SSC were detected and share this
information to workers as part of training. The
qualified biologist shall meet with the
construction crew at the project site at the onset
of construction to educate the construction
crew on the following: 1) a review of the project
boundaries; 2) all special-status species that may
be present, their habitat, and proper
identification; and 3) the specific mitigation
measures that will be incorporated into the
construction effort. The qualified biologist
should communicate to workers that upon
encounter with a SSC, work must stop, a
qualified biologist must be notified, and work
may only resume once a qualified biologist

has determined that it is safe to do so. Any
contractor or employee that inadvertently kills
or injures a special-status animal, or finds one
either dead, injured, or entrapped, should
immediately report the incident to the qualified
biologist and/or onsite representative identified
in the worker training.

Mitigation Measure #5: Monitoring Frequency —
Pre-construction surveys should be conducted
no more than one week prior to initial Project-
related ground-disturbing activities. Surveys for
American badgers should occur no more than
three days prior to activities. Afterward, the
District should contract with a biologist to
conduct periodic, but no less than weekly,
biological monitoring so as to assist in avoiding
and minimizing impacts to special-status
wildlife. Daily biological monitoring should be
conducted during any activities involving
vegetation clearing or modification of natural
habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted
prior to the initiation of each day of vegetation
removal activities in suitable habitat. Surveys for
SSC should be conducted in the areas flagged in
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earlier surveys before construction and activities
may occur in or adjacent to those areas. Work
may only occur in these areas after a qualified
biologist has determined it is safe to do so. Even
so, workers should be advised to work with
caution near flagged areas. If SSC is
encountered, qualified biologist should safely
protect or relocate the animal per relocation and
handling protocols.

3-35 Mitigation Measure #6: Injured or Dead Wildlife = See response 3-35 No revisions
— If any SSC are harmed during relocation or a are needed.
dead or injured animal is found, work in the
immediate area should stop immediately, the
qualified biologist should be notified, and dead
or injured wildlife documented immediately.
The qualified biologist should contact the
USFWS, CDFW, and the District by telephone by
the end of the day, or at the beginning of the
next
working day if the agency office is closed. In
addition, a formal report should be sent to the
District, CDFW, and USFWS (as appropriate)
within three calendar days of the incident or
finding. The report should include the date, time
of the finding or incident (if known), and location
of the carcass or injured animal and
circumstances of its death or injury (if known).
Work in the immediate area may only resume
once the proper
notifications have been made and additional
mitigation measures have been identified to
prevent additional injury or death.

Comment #4: Nesting Birds
3-36 Issue: The Project may have a significant impact = The MND identifies impacts on nesting birds and raptors as a potentially =~ No changes are
on nesting birds, including Species of Special = significantimpactin Section IV. Biological Resources, Response a). In addition, = necessary.
Concern and fully protected species, that are = Mitigation Measures MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02 will be implemented to
reduce this potentially significant impact to less than significance by requiring
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Comment
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3-37

3-38

Comment

subject to Fish and Game Code section 3513 and
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918.

Specific impact: Project implementation could
result in the loss of nesting and/or foraging
habitat for passerine and raptor species from
the removal of vegetation onsite.

Why impacts would occur: Project activities
could result in temporary or long-term loss of
suitable nesting and foraging habitats.
Construction during the breeding season of
nesting birds could potentially result in the
incidental loss of breeding success or otherwise
lead to nest abandonment. Noise from road use,
generators, and heavy equipment may disrupt
nesting bird mating calls or songs, which could
impact reproductive success (Patricelli and
Blickley 2006, Halfwerk et al. 2011). Noise has
also been shown to reduce the density of nesting
birds (Francis et al. 2009), and songbird
abundance and density was significantly
reduced in areas with high levels of noise (Bayne
et al. 2008). Additionally, noise exceeding 70
dB(A) may affect feather and body growth of
young birds (Kleist et al. 2018). In addition to
construction activities, residential development
and increased human presence in the Project
site could contribute to nesting bird impacts.

The timing of the nesting season varies greatly

depending on several factors, such as the bird
species, weather conditions in any given vyear,
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preconstruction nesting bird surveys and establishing requirements for
buffers and monitoring to protect active nests.

Minimal impacts on foraging and nesting habitat for passerine and raptor
species are associated with vegetation removal from the Project. The Project
Site does not provide high quality habitat and is highly disturbed. The Project
will temporarily disrupt approximately 1 acre and is surrounded by expansive
open space that provides ample nesting and foraging opportunities.
Preconstruction surveys for birds and raptors will be implemented pursuant
to mitigation measures for the Project to protect active nests until the young
have fledged. Upon completion of the Project, it is likely that the use of the
area for hiking will continue. No significant impacts are anticipated from the
Project due to the implementation of MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02.

See response 3-37.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No changes are
necessary.

No changes are
necessary.



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

3-39

Comment

and long-term climate changes (e.g., drought,
warming, etc.). CDFW staff have observed that
changing climate conditions may result in the
nesting bird season occurring earlier and later in
the year than historical nesting season dates.
CDFW recommends the completion of nesting
bird survey regardless of time of year to ensure
compliance with all applicable laws pertaining to
nesting and to avoid take of nests.

The duration of a pair to build a nest and
incubate eggs varies considerably, therefore,
CDFW recommends surveying for nesting
behavior and/or nests and construction within
three days prior to start of Project construction
to ensure all nests on site are identified and to
avoid take of nests. Without appropriate
species-specific avoidance measures, biological
construction monitoring may be ineffective for
detecting nesting birds. This may result in Take
of nesting birds. Project ground-disturbing
activities such as grading and grubbing may
result in habitat destruction, causing the death
or injury of adults, juveniles, eggs, or hatchlings.
In addition, the Project may remove habitat by
eliminating native vegetation that may support
essential foraging and breeding habitat.

Evidence impacts would be significant: It is the
Project proponent’s responsibility to avoid Take
of all nesting birds. Fish and Game Code section
3503 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or
needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird,
except as otherwise provided by Fish and Game
Code or any regulation made pursuant thereto.
Fish and Game Code section 3513 makes it
unlawful to take or possess any migratory
nongame bird except as provided by the rules
and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird
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The Project will be implemented in a highly disturbed area with low quality
habitat. The proposed Project will comply with standards and regulations set
forth by the regulatory authority, Fish and Game Code as well as provisions
adopted under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) as described in response
3-37.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No changes are
necessary.



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

3-40

Comment

Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16 U.S.C. § 703
et seq.). Fish and Game Code section 3503.5
makes it unlawful to take, possess, or destroy
any birds in the orders Falconiformes or
Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) to take, possess, or
destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except
as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or
any regulation adopted pursuant thereto. These
regulations apply anytime nests or eggs exist on
the Project site.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To address the above
issues and help the Project applicant avoid
unlawfully taking of nesting birds, CDFW
requests the District include the following
mitigation measures in the MND per below
(edits are in strikethreugh and bold), and also
included in Attachment 1“Mitigation Monitoring
and Reporting Program.

MM-Bio-01: Nesting Bird Elearanee Survey: In
order to protect migratory bird species, the
Rancho California Water District (District) shall
hire a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct a
nesting bird elearanree—survey which shall be
conducted within 3-days of the start of any
ground disturbance or vegetation removal
activities that may disrupt the birds euring-the
nesting-season. A pre-activity field survey shall
be conducted prior to the issuance of grading
permits for such project to determine if active
nests of species protected by the MBTA or the
California Fish and Game Code are presentin the
construction zone in addition to ongoing
monitoring, and if necessary, establishment of
minimization measures. The Project Applicant
shall adhere to the following:
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See response 3-37.
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Revision(s) to
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No additional
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1. The biologist (Designated Biologist)
shall be experienced in: identifying
local and migratory bird species of
special concern; conducting bird
surveys using appropriate survey
methodology;  nesting  surveying
techniques, recognizing breeding and
nesting behaviors, locating nests and
breeding territories, and identifying
nesting stages and nest success;
determining/establishing appropriate
avoidance and minimization
measures; and monitoring the efficacy
of implemented avoidance and
minimization measures.

MM-Bio-02: Pre-construction Nesting Bird
Survey: Site preparation activities (ground
disturbance, construction activities, and/or
removal of trees and vegetation) for all Project
activities shall be avoided, to the greatest extent
possible, during the nesting season of
potentially  occurring nesting  species.
Additionally, raptors (birds of prey) are known to
begin nest building in January or February. If
vegetation clearing is to occur between January
1 and February 15, a nesting raptor survey shall
be conducted within the project site, including a
500-foot buffer, no more than three days prior
to vegetation removal. If—eenstruction site
preparation activities occurs betweenFebruary
Istand-August33st during the nesting/breeding

season, the District shall verify that a pre-
construction clearance survey for nesting birds
should be conducted within three (3) days of the
start of any vegetation removal or ground
disturbing activities to ensure that no nesting
birds will be disturbed during construction.

acecording-to-the-following: The pre-activity field
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survey shall be conducted by a qualified biologist
(as described in MM-Bio-01) prior to the
issuance of grading permits for such project to
determine if active nests of species protected by
the MBTA or the California Fish and Game Code
are present in the construction zone in addition
to ongoing monitoring, and if necessary,
establishment of minimization measures. The
Project Applicant shall adhere to the following:

1. Pre-activity field surveys shall be conducted
at the appropriate time of day/night, during
appropriate weather conditions, no more
than 3 days prior to the initiation of Project
activities. Surveys shall encompass all
suitable areas including trees, shrubs, bare
ground, burrows, cavities, and structures.
Survey  duration shall take into
consideration the size of the Project site;
density, and complexity of the habitat;
number of survey participants; survey
techniques employed; and shall be
sufficient to ensure the data collected is
complete and accurate.

2. The District shall verify that plans,
specifications and estimates for the Project
include a note requiring a pre-construction
nesting survey three days before
construction and that any reports,
including monitoring reports, are retained
on site by the Construction Manager.

If active nests are not located within the
implementing project site, no biological monitor
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is needed. If an active avian nest is discovered
during the pre-construction clearance survey,
no-disturbance—buffer the following measures
shall be implemented and documentation of the
following shall be retained on site by the
Construction Manager.

a. Construction personnel will be
instructed by the biologist on the
sensitivity of nest areas.

b. The size of the no-disturbance buffer
will be determined by the wildlife
biologist immediately based on their
best professional judgement and
experience and will depend on the
level of noise and/or surrounding
anthropogenic disturbances, line of
sight between the nest and the
construction  activity, type and
duration of construction activity,
ambient noise, species habituation,
and topographical barriers. These
factors will be evaluated on a case-by-
case basis when developing buffer
distances. No construction activity
shall occur within the buffer area until
a qualified biologist determines
nesting species have fledged and the
nest is no longer active or the nest has
failed.

C. Limits of construction to avoid an
active nest will be established in the
field with flagging, fencing, or other
appropriate barriers installed under
biologist supervision.

d. The biologist monitoring construction
should be present to delineate the
boundaries of the buffer area and to
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Comment
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monitor the active nest to ensure that
nesting behavior is not adversely
affected by the construction activity.
The Designated Biologist shall monitor
the nest at the onset of project
activities, and at the onset of any
changes in such project activities (e.g.,
increase in number or type of
equipment, change in equipment
usage, etc.) to determine the efficacy
of the buffer. If the Designated
Biologist determines that such project
activities may be causing an adverse
reaction, the Designated Biologist
shall adjust the buffer accordingly or
implement alternative avoidance and
minimization measures, such as
redirecting or rescheduling
construction or erecting sound
barriers. All work within these buffers
will be halted until the nesting effort is
finished (i.e., the juveniles are
surviving independent from the nest).
The onsite qualified biologist will
review and verify compliance with
these nesting avoidance buffers and
will verify the nesting effort has
finished.

Once the young have fledged and left
the nest, or the nest otherwise
becomes inactive under natural
conditions, construction activities
within the buffer area can occur. Upon
completion of the survey and nesting
bird monitoring, a report shall be
prepared and submitted to the District
for mitigation monitoring compliance
record keeping.
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Comment #5: Impacts to Aquatic and Riparian Resources; Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement (LSAA)

3-41

3-42

3-43

Issue: Based on review of material submitted
with the MND and review of aerial photography
the Project has the potential to impact fish and
wildlife resources subject to Fish and Game
Code section 1600 et seq.

Specific Impact: The MND identified a stream
subject to Fish and Game Code section 1600
along the eastern portion of the proposed
alignment and is directly connected to Temecula
Creek, generally flowing in a south to north
direction. Based on the proposed design, a jack
and bore method will be used to install the
pipeline under the drainage at the Project Site.
While the MND and Appendix B state that the
stream will be avoided, the Project activities
have the potential to impact fish and wildlife
resources through the deposition of debris,
waste or other materials that could pass into any
river, stream, or lake.

Why Impact Would Occur: Project-related
activities could potentially alter drainage
patterns and water quality within, upstream,
and downstream of the Project site, including:
volume, velocity, and frequency of existing and
post-Project surface flows; polluted runoff; soil
erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and
water bodies; and

post-Project fate of runoff from the Project site.
The horizontal directional drilling process uses
the flow of drilling slurry (typically a mix of
bentonite and water) to remove drill cuttings
from the borehole, stabilize the walls of the
borehole and prevent borehole collapse, and to
cool and lubricate the drilling bit (New Jersey
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See Response 3-4. A jurisdictional delineation was conducted for the Project
and is based on records searches and field survey. The Project is planned in
areas outside the jurisdictional limits of Waters of the State and Waters of the
United States. Plans indicate that the work areas will be staked and trespass
outside of the staked limits is prohibited. Barriers will be installed as exclusion
fencing and erosion control. No impacts are anticipated.

See Responses 3-4 and 3-41

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
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are needed.
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3-44

Comment

Department of Environmental Protection 2021).
One of the main concerns associated with
horizontal directional drilling is the risk of
inadvertent returns and drilling mud leakage
into the soil and nearby bodies of surface and
groundwater (Slade 1998; George Washington
National Forest 2021). Drilling mud, which is
classified as a contaminant by the Clean Water
Act when released, has the potential to
negatively impact freshwater ecosystems by
increasing water turbidity, altering overall water
chemistry, and introducing detrimental
chemicals to plants and animals that could cause
injury (Slade 1998; Kwast- Kotlarek et al. 2018;
Tetra Tech Incorporated 2016; Lubrecht 2012).

Evidence Impact Would Be Significant: The
Project may substantially adversely affect the
existing stream pattern and geomorphologic
processes of the Project site through the
deposition of debris, waste or other materials
that could pass into any river, stream or lake.
Depending on how the Project is designed and
constructed, it is likely that the Project applicant
will need to notify CDFW per Fish and Game
Code section 1602. Fish and Game Code section
1602 requires an entity to notify CDFW prior to
commencing any activity that may do one or
more of the following: substantially divert or
obstruct the natural flow of any river, stream or
lake; substantially change or use any material
from the bed, channel or bank of any river,
stream, or lake; or deposit debris, waste or other
materials that could pass into any river, stream
or lake. Please note that “any river, stream or
lake” includes those that are episodic (i.e., those
that are dry for periods of time) as well as those
that are perennial (i.e., those that flow year-
round).

Page 91

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration

Response

See response 3-41

Rancho California Water District

State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255
Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed.



Commenter

July 2023

Comment
Number

3-45

Comment

This includes ephemeral streams, desert
washes, and watercourses with a subsurface
flow.

Upon receipt of a complete notification, CDFW
determines if the proposed Project activities
may substantially adversely affect existing fish
and wildlife resources and whether a Lake and
Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement s
required. An LSA Agreement includes measures
necessary to protect existing fish and wildlife
resources. CDFW may suggest ways to modify
the project that would eliminate or reduce
harmful impacts to fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW'’s issuance of an LSA Agreement is a
“project” subject to CEQA (see Pub. Resources
Code, § 21065). To facilitate issuance of an LSA
Agreement, if necessary, the MND should fully
identify the potential impacts to the lake,
stream, or riparian resources, and provide
adequate avoidance, mitigation, and monitoring
and reporting commitments. Early consultation
with CDFW is recommended, since modification
of the proposed Project may be required to
avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife
resources. To obtain a Lake or Streambed
Alteration notification package, please go to
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA/
Forms.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: To ensure compliance
with Fish and Game Code section 1602 CDFW
recommends that the District condition the
MND to include a mitigation measure for
consultation with CDFW to determine if Fish and
Game Code section 1600 et seq. resources may
occur within the proposed Project alignment.

Page 92

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Response

See response 3-41. The project is designed to avoid direct and indirect
impacts on resources regulated under Section 1602 of the Fish and Game
Code. Impacts will not occur to CDFW jurisdictional streambed.

Recommended MM BIO-4 will not be incorporated.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed.
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CDFW recommends the inclusion of the
following measure in the MND per the edits
below (edits are in-strikethreugh and bold), and
also included in Attachment 1 “Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting Program”:

MM BIO-XX: Prior to the grading the Project site
and prior to the start of Project activities, the
Applicant shall notify the California Department
of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) for impacts to Fish
and Game Code section 1602 resources. The
applicant shall either receive a Streambed
Alteration Agreement or written documentation
from CDFW that a Streamed Alteration
Agreement is not needed.

MM BIO-04: Jurisdictional Delineation for
Waters of the State and Waters of the United
States: To ensure compliance with jurisdictional
delineation pursuant to U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, and Regional Water Quality Control
Board, and Califernia—bPepartmentofrtish—and
Wildlife requirements, the District shall forward
the Delineation of State and Federal
Jurisdictional Water Report conducted by ELMT,
to these regulatory agencies for their review and
concurrence prior to start of construction. The
District shall keep the concurrence receipt on file
in the District Offices in the administrative
record.

Comment #6: Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines

3-46

Issue: The Project site identified in the MND is
located immediately south of land placed in
long-term conservation under the MSHCP along
Temecula Creek that is owned by the Western
Riverside  County Regional Conservation
Authority.
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The Project is confined to an area that is highly disturbed and used as an
unsanctioned trail for hiking and other off-road activities. The Project
includes design features, best management practices and special provisions
in addition to mitigation measures to avoid direct and indirect impacts on
sensitive resources. This includes required staking of the work area so that
construction stays within the proposed boundaries of disturbance analyzed in
the circulated Draft ISMND. The District is not a permittee to the MSHCP and

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
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Specific Impact: The Project site is located
immediately south of land placed in long term
conservation for the establishment of Proposed
Constrained Linkage 24 within Temecula and
Pechanga Creeks Subunit 2. The MND states that
proposed project will be confined to existing
areas that have been heavily disturbed and
planned for urbanization; however, the impacts
to conserved land is not discussed in the MND.

Why Impact Would Occur: Proposed land uses
adjacent to the MSHCP Conservation Area can
result in harmful effects from drainage, toxics,
lighting, noise, invasives, barriers, and
grading/land development. CDFW is concerned
about trespass onto the Conservation Area from
unauthorized uses which can lead to habitat loss
and degradation, increase fire hazards,
increased predation, and spread of invasive
species. The Planning Species for the Temecula
and Pechanga Creeks Subunit 2 include many
avian species, including Cooper’s hawk, downy
woodpecker, least Bell’s vireo, loggerhead
shrike, southwestern willow flycatcher, tree
swallow, white-tailed kite, yellow-breasted chat.

Any artificial lighting that may be used during
Project activities and the resulting light pollution
alter ecological processes including, but not
limited to, the temporal niches of species; the
repair and recovery of physiological function;
the measurement of time through interference
with the detection of circadian and lunar and
seasonal cycles; and the detection of resources
and natural enemies and navigation (Gatson et
al. 2013). Many species use photoperiod cues
for communication (e.g., bird song; Miller 2006),

Page 94

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Response

is not subject to the rules and regulations of the MSHCP; therefore, the
MSHCP Urban/Wildlands Interface Guidelines do not apply to this project.
See response 3-46. There are no impacts from the Project that could occur
beyond the construction footprint. CEQA requires analysis of potentially
significant project impacts and not an exhaustive review of impacts that are
speculative. Special provisions for the Project are included in the plans for
construction and prohibit trespass onto adjacent land.

See response 3-46. The Project includes water quality mitigation so that
pollutants that could be generated during construction will not enter
receiving waters downstream or impact beneficial use of receiving waters.
Special provisions for the project include Good Housekeeping measures and
legal requirements for worker safety during construction will eliminate debris,
contain toxics and prevent fire. Lighting is not proposed. Applicable noise
limits will be observed. Erosion control and pollutant source reduction will be
implemented during construction pursuant to construction plans for the
project and proposed mitigation measures. Substantive water quality
impacts are therefore not anticipated during construction. Upon completion
of construction, the Project Site will be returned to pre-project conditions.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed

No revisions
are needed
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determining when to begin foraging (Stone et al.
2009), behavior thermoregulation (Beiswenger
1977), and migration (Longcore and Rich 2004).
Phototaxis, a phenomenon which results in
attraction and movement towards light, can
disorient, entrap, and temporarily blind wildlife
species that experience it (Longcore and Rich
2004). Further, many of the effects of artificial
nighttime  lightning on  population- or
ecosystem-level processes are still poorly
known.

CDFW is also concerned about the potential
impacts of runoff from the proposed Project site
on the surrounding area and Temecula Creek
watershed. Increased nitrogen deposition into
wetland systems has been shown to cause
systems to become more eutrophic and cause
increased frequency of harmful algal blooms in
aquatic systems. Environmental factors (such as
climate change) and the addition of excess
nitrogen has been shown to alter the soil’s
physical and chemical properties, microbial
diversity, and key carbon and nitrogen cycling
genes in wetlands (Yin et al. 2022). In addition,
correlations have been documented between
nitrogen enrichment in waters and pathogen
abundance and diseases of both humans and
wildlife (Johnson et al. 2010). The MND should
address Project-related changes on drainage
patterns and water quality within, upstream,
and downstream of the Project site, including
but not limited to: volume, velocity, and
frequency of existing and post-Project surface
flows; polluted runoff; soil erosion and/or
sedimentation in streams and water bodies; and
post-Project fate of runoff from the Project site.

Evidence Impact Would Be Significant: As the
MSHCP Conservation Area is assembled,
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Response

The Project will be constructed during daytime and the contractor is required
to implement construction in a manner consistent with plans and

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed.
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boundaries are established between
development and MSHCP Conservation Areas.
Development near the MSHCP Conservation
Area may result in edge effects that will
adversely affect biological resources within the
MSHCP Conservation Area. To minimize edge
effects and maintain conservation values within
the Conservation Areas, the District is required
to implement the Urban/Wildlands Interface
Guidelines (MSHCP Section 6.1.4) to minimize
harmful effects from drainage, toxics, lighting,
noise, invasives, barriers, and grading/land
development. The MSHCP identifies that Project
review and impact mitigation be provided
through the CEQA process to address the
Urban/Wildland Interface guidelines.

Recommended Potentially Feasible Mitigation
Measure(s):

Mitigation Measure #1: CDFW recommends that
the MND include an analysis of edge effects
related to project construction and operation,
such as noise, lighting, trespass, and toxics and
that Project specific mitigation measures to
avoid and minimize any effects be included in
the updated MND. Avoidance and minimization
measures can include, but are not limited to:

1. Lighting Plan: A Lighting Plan that
identifies existing ambient lighting
conditions, analyzes the Project
lighting impacts on the adjacent
Conservation Area, and demonstrates
that the proposed lighting plan will not
significantly increase the lighting on
the Conservation Area. The Lighting
Plan should identify measures that
address light and glare from interior
and exterior building lighting, safety
and security lighting, and vehicular
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Response

specifications complying with laws regulating drainage, toxics, noise, and
ground disturbance. The Project is an underground pipe and will implement
temporary exclusion fencing and barriers to protect wildlife. The Project will
implement erosion control and is required to minimize the footprint of
disturbance. Special Provisions and design plans for the Project require that
the Project site be returned to pre-project conditions upon completion of
construction. The Project will be implemented in an area that is highly
disturbed and planned for development and will not introduce invasive
species at this location.

See Response 3-49

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed.
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traffic accessing the site at a
minimum.

2. Noise Plan: A Noise Plan to avoid and
minimize noise impacts based on an
assessment of Project noise impacts
on adjacent conservation areas during
construction and post development.
The MSHCP identifies that Project
noise impacts do not exceed the
residential standards within the
Conservation Areas.

3. Landscaping Plan: A Landscaping plan
that includes the use of native plant
material on the Project site and avoids
the use of invasive plant species
identified in Table 6-2 of the MSHCP.

4. Fencing Plan: A Barrier and Fencing
plan that provides specific details
designed to minimize unauthorized
public access, domestic animal
predation, illegal trespass, and
dumping in the MSHCP Conservation
Area (such as block walls along areas
directly adjacent to  potential
conservation areas) and

5. Best Management Practices: The MND
should incorporate the guidance in
MSHCP Section 7.0 and Appendix C of
the MSHCP for addressing Best
Management Practices.

Additional Recommendations

Weed Management Plan. A weed management
plan should be developed for the Project site
and implemented during the duration of this
long-term Project. On-going soil disturbance
promotes establishment and growth of non-
native weeds. As part of the Project, non-native
weeds should be prevented from becoming
established. The Projects site should be
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Project construction is proposed to occur on approximately one acre within
an area that is disturbed and planned for development. The existing
conditions of the Project location as documented in the circulated ISMND
Section IV consists of primarily developed and disturbed area consisting of
ornamental and non-native grasses. Due to existing conditions of the Project
Site and Vicinity and the location and scope of the proposed Project,
significant impacts resulting in increased invasive species due to the project
are not anticipated. The Project is an underground pipeline extension and
will not result in ongoing soil disturbance.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are needed.
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monitored via mapping for new introductions
and expansions of non-native weeds.

Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan
CDFW recommends updating the MND’s
proposed Biological Resources Mitigation
Measures to include mitigation measures
recommended in this letter. Mitigation
measures must be fully enforceable through
permit conditions, agreements, or other legally
binding instruments [(Pub. Resources Code, §
21081.6; CEQA Guidelines, § 15126.4(a)(2)]. As
such, CDFW has provided comments and
recommendations to assist the District in
developing mitigation measures that are (1)
consistent with CEQA Guidelines section
15126.4; (2) specific; (3) detailed (i.e.,
responsible party, timing, specific actions,
location), and (4) clear for a measure to be fully
enforceable and implemented successfully via
mitigation, monitoring, and/or reporting
program (Pub. Resources Code, § 21081.6; CEQA
Guidelines, § 15097). The District is welcome to
coordinate with CDFW to further review and
refine the Project’s mitigation measures. Per
Public Resources Code section 21081.6(a)(1),
CDFW has provided the District with a summary
of our suggested mitigation measures and
recommendations in the form of an attached
Draft Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan
(MMRP; Attachment 1).

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in
environmental impact reports and negative
declarations be incorporated into a database
which may be used to make subsequent or
supplemental environmental determinations.
(Pub. Resources Code, § 21003, subd. (e).)
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See the acknowledgement and implementation of CDFW Biological Resources = No
Mitigation Measures above. CDFW recommendations were incorporated into
revised mitigation measures for the Project, MM BIO-01, MM BI0O-02, MM

BIO-03 and MM BIO-04

Potential finds related to special-status species and natural communities = No
detected during Project Biological monitoring will be reported to the

State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255
Revision(s) to
ISMND

additional
revisions  are
necessary.

revisions
are necessary.

California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) pursuant to the FESA and CESA

and CEQA requirements.
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Accordingly, please report any special status
species and natural communities detected
during Project surveys to the California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field
survey form can be filled out and submitted
online at the following link:
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting
-Data. The types of information reported to
CNDDB can be found at the following link:
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plant
s-and-Animals.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENT FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact
on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment of
environmental document filing fees is necessary.
Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of
Determination by the Lead Agency and serve to
help defray the cost of environmental review by
CDFW. Payment of the environmental document
filing fee is required in order for the underlying
project approval to be operative, vested, and
final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G.
Code, § 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.)

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the MND for the Anza Road 1550 Pressure
Zone Pipeline  Extension Project, State
Clearinghouse No. 2023020255 to assist in
identifying and mitigating Project impacts on
biological resources. CDFW personnel are
available for consultation regarding biological
resources and strategies to minimize impacts.
CDFW requests that the Rancho California Water
= District addresses CDFW’s comments and
concerns prior to adoption of the MND for the
Project.

Page 99

Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project
Final Initial Study/ Mitigated Negative Declaration
State Clearinghouse No. 2023020255

Response

The proposed Project will pay an impact fee upon filing the Notice of
Determination at the Riverside County Clerk’s Office.

This is a closing paragraph from the CDFW comment letter. Thank you for
taking the time to comment on the Draft ISMND for the Anza Road 1550
Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project. The Comments from trustee
agencies like CDFW are appreciated.

Rancho California Water District

Revision(s) to
ISMND

No revisions
are necessary.

No revisions
are necessary.
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Number ISMND
Questions regarding this letter or further
coordination should be directed to Katrina
Rehrer, Environmental Scientist, at
katrina.rehrer@wildlife.ca.gov.
3-56 cc: California Department of Fish and Wildlife These are the agencies/ organizations that were copied on the letter from | No  revisions
CDFW. are necessary.

Heather Pert, Senior Environmental Scientist
Supervisor
Heather.Pert@wildlife.ca.gov

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Karin Cleary-Rose
Karin_Cleary-Rose@fws.gov

Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority

Tricia Campbell
tcampbell@rctc.org

Western Riverside County Regional
Conservation Authority

Aaron Gabbe

agabbe@rctc.org

Office of Planning and Research, State
Clearinghouse, Sacramento
state.clearinghouse @opr.ca.gov.

3-57 Please reference the letter from CDFW for a list | The following is a list of references utilized by CDFW during the creation of = No  revisions
of references utilized by CDFW. the response letter. are necessary.

3-58 Attachment A: Draft Mitigation and Monitoring = Please reference Responses 3-1 through 3-55 above. Mitigation measures = See revisions to
Reporting Plan. from Attachment A: Draft Mitigation and Monitoring Reporting Plan were = MM BIO-01,
incorporated into revised mitigation measures MM BIO-01, MM BIO-02, MM = MM BIO-02,
BIO-03, and MM BIO-04 for points applicable to the Project. MM BIO-03,
and MM BIO-
A bee survey was conducted pursuant to Mitigation Measure #1 for Crotch’s = 04.
Bumble Bee. Results from the entomologist report were negative, bees are
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not anticipated at the Project Site; therefore, mitigation for the Crotch’s
Bumble Bee would not be applicable to the proposed Project.
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3.0 ERRATA

As mentioned in Section 2.0 Response to Comments, of this Final IS/MND, changes are noted as follows:
an addition is indicated in double-underline to the text; strikethrough indicates deletions to the text.

These errata address technical responses received from Comment Letters 1, and 2 on the Draft IS/MND.
The Draft IS/MND was circulated for public review beginning on February 10", 2023 and concluded on
March 13", 2023. The changes made to the Draft IS/MND do not influence overall conclusion of the
environmental impacts outlined within the document. The revisions and modifications are not considered
to result in any new or substantially greater significant impacts as compared to those identified in the Draft
IS/MND.

1. TABLE OF CONTENTS

B - (Revised) Biological Resources Assessment (ELMT 2021) & MSHCP Consistency Analysis (ELMT 2022) &
Jurisdictional Delineation (ELMT 2022) & Survey Report for Crotch’s Bumble Bee (ELMT 2023)

2. 1.0 BACKGROUND INFORMATION, DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT

Project construction is anticipated to last for five months, beginning in the seeend third quarter of 2023
and ending in the last quarter of 2023.

3. 3.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION, PROJECT CONSTRUCTION
PAGE X, PARAGRAPH 1

Project construction is anticipated to last for five months, beginning in the seeend third quarter of 2023
and ending in the last quarter of 2023.

4. SECTION IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES, RESPONSE A)
PAGE 30, PARAGRAPH 2

The information contained within Section IV is based on ELMT Consulting’s (ELMT) habitat assessment and
Western Riverside County Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (MSHCP) consistency analysis and
Crotch’s Bumblebee Survey which can be found in Appendix B. In addition to ELMT’s Delineation of State
and Federal Jurisdictional Waters report, which can be found in Appendix B.

PAGE 32, PARAGRAPH 2

No bumble bees have been recorded in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site and were not observed
during the field investigation. The closet recorded occurrence is 5 miles west of the Project Site. The Project
Site and Vicinity were determined to have low plant diversity for nectar sources, a necessary component
for_high-quality bumble bee habitat. Due to low plant diversity of nectar sources, anthropogenic
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disturbances, no recorded occurrences in the immediate vicinity of the Project Site, and lack of observation
during field investigations, Crotch bumble bees are presumed absent from the Project Site.

PAGE 32, PARAGRAPH 5

MM BIO-01- Nesting Bird Clearance Survey for Migratory Birds and Birds of Prey: In order to protect
migratory bird species and birds of prey (raptors and burrowing owl), the Rancho California Water District
(District) shall hire a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct two a-nesting bird clearance surveys. The first
shall be conducted 30 days prior to mobilization and the second whieh shall be conducted within 3-days of
the start of any ground disturbance or vegetation removal activities that may disrupt the birds.-Buringthe
nesting-seasen—_ The pre-construction field surveys shall be conducted prior to start of mobilization to
determine if active nests of species protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) or the California
Fish and Game Code, California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and Endangered Species (ESA) or any
species of special concern (SSC) are present in the construction zone and area of potential impacts. The
results of the surveys will be used to determine the need for nest protection (barriers, buffers or avoidance)
and to schedule necessary ongoing monitoring and reporting. The Project Applicant shall adhere to the

following:

[~

The biologist (Designated Biologist) shall be experienced in: identifying local and migratory bird
species of special concern; conducting bird surveys using appropriate survey methodology; nesting
surveying technigues, recognizing breeding and nesting behaviors, locating nests and breeding

territories, and identifying nesting stages and nest success; determining/establishing appropriate
avoidance and minimization measures; and monitoring the efficacy of implemented avoidance and
minimization measures.

™

The surveys should include mapping of current locations of special-status species for avoidance
and relocation efforts and to assist construction monitoring efforts. The survey should be

conducted so that 100 percent coverage of the project site and surrounding areas is achieved.

If SSC are detected, the gualified biologist should use visible flagging to mark the location where
SSC was detected. The qualified biologist should take a photo of each location, map each location,
and provide the specific species detected at that location.

The gqualified biologist should provide a summary report of SSC surveys to the District before any
Project-related ground-disturbing activities. Copies of reports should be retained on site.

The CDFW should be notified and consulted regarding the presence of any special-status wildlife
species found on site during surveys. If an Endangered Species Act-listed species is found prior to
or _during grading of the site, the USFWS should also be notified. Additional avoidance and
minimization measures may need to be developed with CDFW/USFW.

The qualified biologist should prepare worker environmental awareness training prior to start of
construction activities. The training should include photos of SSC and response protocol for SCC.
The qualified biologist should have prepared maps showing locations where SSC were detected
and share this information to workers as part of training. The gualified biologist shall meet with the
construction crew at the project site at the onset of construction to educate the construction crew
on the following: 1) a review of the project boundaries; 2) all SSC that may be present, their habitat,
and proper identification; and 3) the specific mitigation measures that will be incorporated into the
construction effort. The qualified biologist should communicate to workers that upon encounter
with a SSC, work must stop, a qualified biologist must be notified, and work may only resume once

l

[

[l

o>
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a_qualified biologist has determined that it is safe to do so. Any contractor or employee that

inadvertently kills or injures a special-status animal, or finds one either dead, injured, or entrapped,

should immediately report the incident to the qualified biologist and/or onsite representative
identified in the worker training.

PAGE 33, PARAGRAPH 6

MM BIO-02- Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey (between February 1* to August 31%): Site preparation
activities (ground disturbance, construction activities, and/or removal of trees and vegetation) for all

Project activities shall be avoided, to the greatest extent possible, during the nesting season. Birds of prey

are known to begin nest building in January or February. If vegetation clearing is to occur between January
1 and February 15, the preconstruction nesting survey is needed both 30 days prior and three days prior to
construction for nesting raptors within a 500-foot buffer of the staked construction footprint. This survey
for nesting raptors shall be conducted prior to mobilization, staking, and vegetation removal. If eenstruction

site preparation activities occurs between-February+*and-August34* during the nesting/ breeding season.
The District shall receive verify-thata pre-construction clearance survey report fernesting-birdsshould-be
conducted—within—three{3}+-days—efprior to the start of any vegetation removal or ground disturbing

activities showing that te-enrsure-that no nesting birds or birds of prey (raptors and burrowing owl) will be
disturbed during construction.-aceerdingto-the-folowing: The field surveys for nesting birds including birds
of prey (raptors) shall be conducted by a qualified biologist (as described in MM BIO-01) prior to
mobilization and staking for construction to determine if active nests of species protected by the MBTA or

the California Fish and Game Code are present in the construction zone and area of potential impacts and
if ongoing monitoring or establishment of minimization measures such as temporary barriers are needed
for construction. The Project Applicant shall adhere to the following:

1. Two preconstruction field surveys shall be conducted at the appropriate time of day/night, during

appropriate weather conditions, no more than 30 days and again 3 days prior to the initiation of
Project activities. Surveys shall encompass all suitable areas including trees, shrubs, bare ground,
burrows, cavities, and structures. Survey duration shall take into consideration the size of the

Project site; density, and complexity of the habitat; number of survey participants; survey
technigues employed; and shall be sufficient to ensure the data collected is complete and accurate.
2. The District shall verify that contract documents the—construction—doecuments—for the Project
include a note requiring a pre-construction nesting surveys both 30 days and again three days

before construction and that the survey reports, and any monitoring reports, are retained on site
by the Construction Manager.

If active nests are not located within the implementing project site, a biological monitor is not required.

If an active avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction clearance survey,_the following
measures shall be implemented, and documentation of the following shall be retained on site by the

Construction Manager eenstructionactivitiesshoutd-stay-outside-ofa-nro-disturbancebuffer.

A. Training: Construction personnel will be instructed by the biologist on the sensitivity of nest areas.
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B. Buffers: The size of the no-disturbance buffer will be determined by the wildlife biologist

immediately based on their best professional judgement and experience and will depend on the

level of noise and/or surrounding anthropogenic disturbances, line of sight between the nest and

the construction activity, type and duration of construction activity, ambient noise, species

habituation, and topographical barriers. These factors will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis

when developing buffer distances. No construction activity shall occur within the buffer area until

a qualified biologist determines nesting species have fledged and the nest is no longer active, or

the nest has failed.

C. Flagging: Limits of construction to avoid an active nest will be established in the field with flagging,
fencing, or other appropriate barriers installed under biologist supervision.

D. Monitoring: The biologist monitoring construction should be present to delineate the boundaries

of the buffer area and to monitor the active nest to ensure that nesting behavior is not adversely

G. Monitoring: Daily biological monitoring should be conducted during any activities involving
vegetation clearing or modification of natural habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted prior
to the initiation of each day of vegetation removal activities in suitable habitat. Surveys for SSC
should be conducted in the areas flagged in earlier surveys before construction and activities may
occur in or adjacent to those areas. Work may only occur in these areas after a qualified biologist
has determined it is safe to do so. Workers should be advised to work with caution near flagged
areas. If SSC is encountered, qualified biologist should safely protect or relocate the animal per
relocation and handling protocols.
affected by the construction activity. The Designated Biologist shall monitor the nest at the onset
of construction, and at the onset of any changes in such project activities (e.g., increase in number
or type of equipment, change in equipment usage, etc.) to determine the efficacy of the buffer. If
the Designated Biologist determines that such project activities may be causing an adverse
reaction, the Designated Biologist shall adjust the buffer accordingly or implement alternative
avoidance and minimization measures, such as redirecting or rescheduling construction or erecting
sound barriers. All work within these buffers will be halted until the nesting effort is finished (i.e.,
the juveniles are surviving independent from the nest). The onsite qualified biologist will review
and verify compliance with these nesting avoidance buffers and will verify the nesting effort has
finished.

E. Reporting: Once the young have fledged and left the nest, or the nest otherwise becomes inactive
under natural conditions, construction activities within the buffer area can occur. Upon completion
of the survey and nesting bird monitoring, a report shall be prepared and submitted to the District
for mitigation monitoring compliance record keeping.

F. Relocations: If relocation or capture of a species is required, a qualified biologist with appropriate
handling permits should prepare a species-specific list (or plan) of proper handling and relocation
protocols and a map of suitable and safe relocation areas. The District/qualified biologist may
consult with CDFW/USFWS to prepare species-specific protocols for proper handling and
relocation procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist should be authorized to capture and
relocate ESA-listed species. A relocation plan should be submitted to CDFW for review and
comment prior to implementing such activities.

H. Burrowing Owl: If burrowing owl are not detected during the pre-construction survey, no further
mitigation is required. If burrowing owl are detected, CDFW shall be sent written notification within
3 days of detection of burrowing owls. If active burrowing owl burrows are detected, the District
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shall not commence activities until no sign is present that the burrows are being used by adult or
juvenile owls or following CDFW approval of a Burrowing Owl Plan as described below. If owl
presence is difficult to determine, a qualified biologist shall monitor the burrows with motion-
activated trail cameras for at least 24 hours to evaluate burrow occupancy. The onsite gqualified
biologist will verify the nesting effort has finished according to methods identified in the Burrowing
Owl Plan. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be prepared in accordance with guidelines in the CDFW
Staff Report on Burrowing Owl (March 2012). The qualified biologist and Project Applicant shall
coordinate with the District and CDFW to develop a Burrowing Owl Plan to be approved by the
District and CDFW prior to commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall describe
proposed avoidance, relocation, monitoring, minimization, and/or mitigation actions. The
Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the number and location of occupied burrow sites and details on
proposed buffers if avoiding the burrowing owls or information on the adjacent or nearby suitable
habitat available to owls for relocation. If no suitable habitat is available nearby for relocation,
details regarding the creation and funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location, and type of
burrows) and management activities for relocated owls shall also be included in the Burrowing Owl
Plan. The District shall implement the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review and approval.

[.  Burrowing Owl Plan: If burrowing owls are observed within Project Site(s) during Project
implementation and construction, the District shall notify COFW immediately in writing within 48
hours of detection. A Burrowing Owl Plan shall be submitted to CDFW for review and approval
within two weeks of detection and no Project activity shall continue within 500 feet of the
burrowing owls until CDFW approves the Burrowing Owl Plan. The District shall be responsible for

implementing appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures, including burrow avoidance,
passive or active relocation, or other appropriate mitigation measures as identified in the
Burrowing Owl Plan.

5. SECTION IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCE, RESPONSE C)
PAGE 37, PARAGRAPH 5

MM BIO-03- Barrier for Construction Activities Near Waters of the State and United States: Prior to
installation of the potable water pipeline under the natural-the drainage feature, utilizing jack and bore
method, a dual-purpose exclusion/erosion control fence will be installed around bore and receiving pits for
erosion control and as a wildlife and construction barrier. [nstallation will occur under the supervision of
the Project biologist to ensure preserve efthe jurisdictional drainage feature, prevent direct encroachment

of construction activities into jurisdictional waters, to prevent wildlife from migrating into active
construction areas, and as a Best Management Practice (BMP) for water quality.

PAGE 38, PARAGRAPH 1

MM BIO-04: Jurisdictional Delineation for Waters of the State and Waters of the United States: A copy of
the Jurisdictional Delineation for the Project prepared by ELMT, and dated March 2022 shall be kept at the
Project Site for reference during construction.

5 A S Arrav Corps—of Enainee R

o A I a I on
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District-Offices—nthe—administrativerecord— The boundaries of construction outside of jurisdictional
waters and the installation and maintenance of the dual-purpose exclusion/erosion control fence shall be
included in the worker environmental awareness training prior to construction and strictly enforced during
all phases of construction. Records of maintenance and monitoring of the fence shall be kept at the
construction site for the duration of construction and shall be made available for agency inspection along
with the Jurisdictional Delineation Report upon request by COFW and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

6. SECTION IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCE, RESPONSE F)
PAGE 39, PARAGRAPH 1

Since the Project is adjacent to MSHCP Conservation Areas, the proposed Project is consistent with Section
6.12: Protection of Species Associated with Riparian/ Riverine Areas and Vernal Pools, Section 6.1.3:
Protection of the Narrow Endemic Plant Species, and Section 6.1.4: Urban/Wildland Interface Guidelines of
the Western Riverside County MSHCP. See the Western Riverside County MSHCP Consistency analysis

below.
Western Riverside County MSHCP Consistency
Western Riverside County MSHCP Project Consistency
Minimization Measures
Section 6.1.2: Protection of Species According to the Western Riverside County MSHCP, the protection of riparian/ riverine areas
Associated with Riparian/ Riverine Areas = and vernal pools would occur within the MSHCP Plan Area to ensure that the “biological
and Vernal Pools functions and values of these areas throughout the MSHCP Plan Area are maintained” (WRC

MSHCP, RCTLMA). The MSHCP also notes the protection of riparian/ riverine areas and vernal
pools are important for the conservation of listed species including:

- Arroyo Toad

- Mountain Yellow-legged frog
- California red-legged frog

- Bald eagle

- Least Bell’s vireo

- Peregrine falcon

- Southwestern willow flycatcher
- Western vellow-billed cuckoo
- Santa ana sucker

- Riverside fairy shrimp

- Vernal fairy shrimp

- Brad’s phacelia

- California Orcutt grass

- California black walnut

- Coulter’s matilija poppy

- Engelmann oak

- Fish’s milkwort

- Graceful tarplant

- Lemon lily

- Mojave tarplant
- Mud nama

- Ocellated Humboldt lily
- Orcutt’s brodiaea
- Parish’s meadowfoam
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= Prostrate navarretia
- San Diego button-celery
- San Jacinto Valley crownscale
- San Miguel savory
- Santa Ana River woolly-star
- Slender-horned spine flower
- Smooth tarplant
- Spreading nararretia
- Thread-leaved broadiaea
- Vernal barley

During the biological field survey, no riparian/ riverine resources or vernal pools were found
onsite. In addition, literature reviews did not indicate significant impacts to federally or State
listed species known to occur in the general vicinity of the Project Site (Appendix B- ELMT
Consulting 2022). The Project Biologist determined no fish or amphibians or hydrogeomorphic
features (e.g., perennial creeks, ponds, lakes, reservoirs) would be directly impacted by the

Project.

In addition, the species of significance to riparian/ riverine and vernal pools (listed above) were
evaluated by the Project Biologist. Table D-1: Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological
Resources, outlines the species potential for occurrence. The southwestern willow flycatcher
and least Bell’s vireo have low potential to occur at the Project Site and would be expected in
closer proximity to Temecula Creek, not where construction is proposed. Project-related
construction activities have the potential to generate activity, erosion and noise affecting natural
resources downstream and offsite and resulting in significant indirect impacts from noise and
surface water pollution. The Project will implement bore and jack to avoid jurisdiction waters.
BMPs, and Biological Resources Mitigation Measures MM to will require preconstruction bird
nesting surveys to so that potentially significant impacts would not result from the project.
Specifically, Mitigation Measures MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02 aid in the protection of nesting
birds and birds of prey that could be affected by construction. Additional Mitigation Measures
BIO-03 and BIO-04 require erosion control and barriers separating active construction areas
from the surrounding undeveloped locations as well as Temecula Creek downstream so that
significant impacts on downstream and riverine resources will not occur.

As a result, the Project will remain consistent with Section 6.1.2 of the Western Riverside County
MSHCP.

Section 6.1.3 of the MSHCP requires that “site-specific focused surveys of Narrow Endemic Plant
Species shall be required for all public and private projects where appropriate Habitat is present”
(WRC MSHCP, RCTLMA). The Narrow Endemic Plant Species for the MSHCP include:

- Brand's phacelia - Phacelia stellaris

- California Orcutt grass - Orcuttia californica

- Hammitt's clay-cress - Sibaropsis hammittii (F)

- Johnston's rockcress - Arabis johnstonii (F)

- many-stemmed dudleya - Dudleya multicaulis

- Munz's mariposa lily - Calochortus palmeri var. munzii (F)

- Munz's onion - Allium munzii

- San Diego ambrosia - Ambrosia pumila

- San Jacinto Mountains bedstraw - Galium angustifolium ssp. jacinticum (F)

- San Miguel savory (Santa Rosa Plateau, Steele Rock) - Satureja chandleri

- slender-horned spine flower - Dodecahema leptoceras spreading navarretia
- Navarretia fossalis

- Wright's trichocoronis - Trichocoronis wrightii var. wrightii

- Yucaipa onion - Allium marvinii
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Based on the field survey of existing conditions, the Biological Resources Report, Table D-1:
Potentially Occurring Special-Status Biological Resources, reports narrow endemic plant species
were not found and presumed absent at the Project Site due to the lack of suitable habitat. The
site_consists of primarily vacant, undeveloped land that has been subject to a variety of
anthropogenic disturbances. During the biological field survey, a buckwheat scrub plant
community and non-native grassland plant community were found adjacent to the Project Site.

As a result of the absence of narrow endemic plant species, site-specific focused surveys
pursuant to Section 6.1.3 of the MSHCP are not required for the proposed Project.

The Project will remain consistent with Section 6.1.3. During Project construction, environmental
awareness training, preconstruction surveys and continuous monitoring will occur at the Project
Site_pursuant to MM BIO-01 and MM BIO-02. Construction will occur only within staked
construction areas, which will be isolated with erosion control/exclusion fencing to ensure
indirect impacts to narrow endemic plant species do not occur. Upon completion of
construction, the Project Site will be returned to existing conditions.

Guidelines within Section 6.1.4 of the MSHCP address indirect effects associated with
developments in proximity to MSHCP Conservation Areas. To minimize indirect impacts and
potentially significant impact to Edge Effects. Impacts within Section 6.1.4 of the MSHCP
addresses include drainage, toxics, lighting, noise, invasives, barriers, and grading/ land
development. Since the Project will implement subterranean infrastructure in connection with
approved plans for the Project Site and surrounding area, permanent impacts are not
anticipated. Areas of active construction are proposed within the RCWD’s existing utility
easement. The proposed Project’s temporary impact on the following resources are outlined
below.

1. Drainage: The proposed Project will comply with the NPDES requirements during
construction to ensure that the quantity, rate, and quality of runoff discharged into
jurisdictional water of the U.S. during Project construction does not result in significant
pollution affecting habitat in receiving waters, water quality or beneficial uses.
Methods that will be utilized during construction activities include an energy dissipater
and baker tank to filter out soil and debris during project construction and to control
the rate of discharge flow. See Mitigation Measure MM HYDRO-01 within the Project’s
ISMIND.

2. Toxics: The proposed Project will not utilize chemicals or generate bioproducts such
as_manure, which is potentially toxic or may adversely affect wildlife species.

Structural and nonstructural minimization measures and BMPs will be implemented
pursuant to the NPDES requirements during Project construction to reduce pollution,
erosion control, and filter runoff prior to discharge into the municipal storm drain
system. BMPs pursuant to the NPDES General Permit include inspection reports,
monitoring reports, maintenance of storm drain or natural channel, and 48-hour
advance notification of any anticipated discharges to the District, etc.

3. Lighting: Project construction will not take place during nighttime hours nor will the
Project result in long-term, permanent lighting sources. Therefore, the proposed
Project will not contribute to significant ambient lighting. See impacts to Aesthetic
Resources within the Project’s ISMND, Section .

4. Noise: The proposed Project will install a potable water pipeline, which does not
propose to increase level of activity related to population or land use at the Project
Site. Therefore, increased long-term ambient noise levels will not result from the
Project. The pipeline extension does propose infrastructure including generators or

pumps that will create significant long-term noise impacts.
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Temporary construction activities have the potential to increase ambient noise levels.
Sensitive receptors including residential developments southwest and west of the
Project Site will be notified prior to construction activities. Species adjacent to the
Project Site have the potential to be impacted; however, noise control measures
including the implementation of mufflers, noise-sensitive buffers and barriers, and
continuous monitoring by the Project contractor and biologist will ensure noise levels
are sufficiently reduced. Mitigation Measure MM BIOI-02 indicates no disturbance
buffers will be determined by the wildlife biologist and will depend on level of noise
type, and duration of construction activities. See Noise Impacts with the Project’s
ISMIND, Section XlIl and Biological Resources Mitigation Measure MM BIO-02, Section
V.

Invasives: Landscaping improvements are not proposed with the Project. Clean fill,
absent of plant material and debris, will be used as backfill for excavated areas.

Barriers: During Project construction, temporary exclusion fencing will be installed to
ensure wildlife encroachment into construction areas does not occur. Due to the scope
of the Project, it is anticipated that wildlife migration would be around temporary
construction fencing. According to the Biological Resources Report, Appendix B, the
Project Site has not been identified as occurring in a wildlife corridor or linkage. The
closest wildlife corridor is directly north of the Project Site, along Temecula Creek. As
a_result, Mitigation Measure BIO-02 requires biological monitoring and reporting
throughout construction to ensure temporary construction impacts remain less than
significant on natural resources. Due to the scope of the Project, it is anticipated that
construction, as proposed, would not significantly interfere with wildlife migration as
the Project Vicinity is mainly undeveloped and there is sufficient open space
surrounding the Project Site to facilitate migration. The Project Site will be returned
to pre-project conditions after construction is complete.

Grading/ Land Development: Grading and earthwork activities will be limited to the

area within the RCWD Utility Easement.

As a result of the above, the Project will remain consistent with Section 6.1.4 of the Western

Riverside County MSHCP.
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE SCH #2023020255
RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
July 5%, 2023

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

The following is a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) for the Anza Road 1550 Pressure Zone Pipeline Extension Project located west of
Morgan Hill Drive and west of Anza Road in the County of Riverside, California. This MMRP has been prepared pursuant to Section 15097 of the CEQA
Guidelines and Section 21081 of the Public Resources Code. This MMRP lists all applicable Project Mitigation Measures (MM) and environmental commitments
for executing Standard Conditions (SC) that are required to be implemented with the Project under existing Plans, Programs, and Policies for environmental
resource protection. This MMRP includes implementation timing and responsible party to ensure proper enforcement of all MM and SC to reduce Project impacts.
The Rancho California Water District (District), as the Lead Agency, will utilize the MMRP to document the implementation of Project mitigation and SC
environmental commitments, which ensure all project impacts are reduced to less than significance pursuant to The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either | MM BIO-01- Nesting Bird Clearance Survey for | Prior to ground | Rancho California
Resources directly or through habitat modifications, | Migratory Birds and Birds of Prey: In order to protect | disturbances or | Water District Initials:
(Protecting on any species identified as a candidate, | migratory bird species and birds of prey (raptors and | vegetation
Nesting Birds) | sensitive, or special status species in local | burrowing owl), the Rancho California Water District | removal. Date:

or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

(District) shall hire a qualified wildlife biologist to conduct
two a-nesting bird clearance surveys. The first shall be
conducted 30 days prior to mobilization and the second
which shall be conducted within 3-days of the start of any
ground disturbance or vegetation removal activities that may
disrupt the birds.—DPuring—the—nesting—season—_ The pre-
construction field surveys shall be conducted prior to start of
mobilization to determine if active nests of species protected
by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) or the California
Fish and Game Code, California Endangered Species Act
(CESA) and Endangered Species (ESA) or any species of
special concern (SSC) are present in the construction zone
and area of potential impacts. The results of the surveys will
be used to determine the need for nest protection (barriers,

buffers or avoidance) and to schedule necessary ongoing
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MITIGATION MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE SCH #2023020255

RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
July 5% 2023

Issue

Potentially Significant Impact
reduced to Less than Significant with
Mitigation Incorporated

Recommended Mitigation Measure

Timing

Responsible Party

Date Completed
and Initials

Biological
Resources
(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

monitoring and reporting. The Project A

licant shall adhere

to the following:

I~

|l

I©

(=

[EEN
=

The biologist (Designated Biologist) shall be
experienced in: identifying local and migratory bird

species of special concern; conducting bird surveys
using appropriate survey methodology; nesting
surveying techniques, recognizing breeding and
nesting behaviors, locating nests and breeding
territories, and identifying nesting stages and nest

success;  determining/establishing  appropriate
avoidance and minimization measures; and

monitoring the efficacy of implemented avoidance
and minimization measures.

The surveys should include mapping of current
locations of special-status species for avoidance and
relocation efforts and to assist construction
monitoring efforts. The survey should be conducted
so that 100 percent coverage of the project site and
surrounding areas is achieved.

If SSC are detected, the qualified biologist should
use visible flagging to mark the location where SSC
was detected. The gqualified biologist should take a
photo of each location, map each location, and

provide the specific species detected at that
location.

. The gualified biologist should provide a summary

report of SSC surveys to the District before any
Project-related ground-disturbing activities. Copies
of reports should be retained on site.

. The CDFW should be notified and consulted

regarding the presence of any special-status wildlife
species found on site during surveys. If an
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RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE SCH #2023020255

RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
July 5% 2023

Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Endangered Species Act-listed species is found
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either prior to or during grading of the site, the USFWS
Resources directly or through habitat modifications, should also be notified. Additional avoidance and

(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

IS

minimization measures may need to be developed
with CDFW/USFW.

. The qualified biologist should prepare worker

environmental awareness training prior to start of
construction activities. The training should include
photos of SSC and response protocol for SSC. The
qualified biologist should have prepared maps
showing locations where SSC were detected and
share this information to workers as part of training.
The qualified biologist shall meet with the
construction crew at the project site at the onset of
construction to educate the construction crew on the
following: 1) a review of the project boundaries; 2

all SSC that may be present, their habitat, and
proper identification; and 3) the specific mitigation
measures that will be incorporated into the
construction effort. The gualified biologist should
communicate to workers that upon encounter with
a SSC, work must stop, a gualified biologist must
be notified, and work may only resume once a

gualified biologist has determined that it is safe to
do so. Any contractor or employee that

inadvertently Kills or injures a special-status animal,
or _finds one either dead, injured, or entrapped,
should immediately report the incident to the

qualified biologist and/or onsite representative
identified in the worker training.
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RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE SCH #2023020255
RIVERSIDE COUNTY, CALIFORNIA
July 5% 2023

Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either
Resources directly or through habitat modifications,
(Protecting on any species identified as a candidate, | MM BIO-02- Pre-construction Nesting Bird Survey | Prior to start of | Rancho California
Nesting Birds) | sensitive, or special status species in local | (between February 1% to August 31%): Site preparation | mobilization or | Water District Initials:
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, | activities (ground disturbance, construction activities, and/or | construction
or by the California Department of Fish | removal of trees and vegetation) for all Project activities | taking place Date:
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife | shall be avoided, to the greatest extent possible, during the | between
Service? nesting season. Birds of prey are known to begin nest | February 1%
building in January or February. If vegetation clearing is to | and August
occur between January 1 and February 15, the | 31%and

preconstruction nesting survey is needed both 30 days prior
and three days prior to construction for nesting raptors within
a 500-foot buffer of the staked construction footprint. This
survey for nesting raptors shall be conducted prior to
mobilization, staking, and vegetation removal. If
construction site preparation activities occurs between

February-1% and-August-31% during the nesting/ breeding
season. The District shall receive wverify—that—a pre-
construction clearance survey report for-nesting-birdsshould
be-conducted-withinthree(3)-days-efprior to the start of any

vegetation removal or ground disturbing activities showing
that to-ensure-that no nesting birds or birds of prey (raptors
and burrowing owl) will be disturbed during construction.
According-to-the-following: The field surveys for nesting
birds including birds of prey (raptors) shall be conducted b
a gualified biologist (as described in MM BIO-01) prior to
mobilization and staking for construction to determine if
active nests of species protected by the MBTA or the
California Fish _and Game Code are present in the

construction zone and area of potential impacts and if
ongoing monitoring or establishment of minimization

measures such as temporary barriers are needed for

ongoing during
construction.
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RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)
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Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
construction. The Project Applicant shall adhere to the
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either | following:
Resources directly or through habitat modifications, 4. Two preconstruction field surveys shall be

(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

conducted at the appropriate time of day/night,
during appropriate weather conditions, no more
than 30 days and again 3 days prior to the initiation
of Project activities. Surveys shall encompass all
suitable areas including trees, shrubs, bare ground,
burrows, cavities, and structures. Survey duration
shall take into consideration the size of the Project
site; density, and complexity of the habitat; number
of _survey participants; survey techniques
employed; and shall be sufficient to ensure the data

collected is complete and accurate.
5. The District shall verify that contract documents the

construction—decuments—for the Project include a
note requiring a pre-construction nesting surveys
both 30 days and again three days before
construction and that the survey reports, and any
monitoring reports, are retained on site by the
Construction Manager.

6—Fhe Distriet—s aH—docurment —that—the blG|9g.ISE
conduct g elel_eaﬁlal 6e-Stvey-Feportsa-negative
W‘Wﬂ%‘m j j T

If active nests are not located within the implementing

project site, a biological monitor is not required. If an active
avian nest is discovered during the pre-construction

clearance survey, the following measures shall be

implemented, and documentation of the following shall be

retained on site by the Construction Manager eonstruction
S Id ido of isturl fhar.
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Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Training: Construction personnel will be instructed
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either by the biologist on the sensitivity of nest areas.
Resources directly or through habitat modifications,

(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

b)y—Ce St'ule.t'gl Perso IEI witl be-h St'uﬁ cted

areas:

Buffers: The size of the no-disturbance buffer will
be determined by the wildlife biologist
immediately based on their best professional
judgement and experience and will depend on the
level of noise and/or surrounding anthropogenic
disturbances, line of sight between the nest and the
construction activity, type and duration of
construction activity, ambient noise, species
habituation, and topographical barriers. These
factors will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis
when developing buffer distances. No construction
activity shall occur within the buffer area until a
qualified biologist determines nesting species have

fledged and the nest is no longer active or the nest
has failed.

L. Flagging: Limits of construction to avoid an active

nest will be established in the field with flagging,
fencing, or other appropriate barriers installed
under biologist supervision.

. Monitoring: The biologist monitoring construction

should be present to delineate the boundaries of the
buffer area and to monitor the active nest to ensure
that nesting behavior is not adversely affected by
the construction activity. The Designated Biologist
shall monitor the nest at the onset of construction
and at the onset of any changes in such project
activities (e.g., increase in_number or type of
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Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
equipment, change in equipment usage, etc.) to
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either determine the efficacy of the buffer. If the
Resources directly or through habitat modifications, Designated Biologist determines that such project

(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

O.

activities may be causing an adverse reaction, the
Designated Biologist shall adjust the buffer

accordingly or implement alternative avoidance and
minimization measures, such as redirecting or

rescheduling construction or erecting sound
barriers. All work within these buffers will be
halted until the nesting effort is finished (i.e., the
juveniles are surviving independent from the nest).
The onsite qualified biologist will review and verify

compliance with these nesting avoidance buffers
and will verify the nesting effort has finished.

Reporting: Once the young have fledged and left the
nest, or the nest otherwise becomes inactive under
natural conditions, construction activities within the
buffer area can occur. _Upon completion of the
survey and nesting bird monitoring, a report shall
be prepared and submitted to the District for
mitigation monitoring compliance record keeping.

Relocations: If relocation or capture of a species is
required, a qualified biologist with appropriate
handling permits should prepare a species-specific
list (or plan) of proper handling and relocation
protocols and a map of suitable and safe relocation
areas. The District/qualified biologist may consult
with CDFW/USFWS to prepare species-specific
protocols for proper handling and relocation
procedures. Only a USFWS approved biologist

should be authorized to capture and relocate ESA-
listed species. A relocation plan should be
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RANCHO CALIFORNIA WATER DISTRICT ANZA ROAD 1550 PRESSURE ZONE PIPELINE EXTENSION (PROJECT NO. 01988)
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Issue

Potentially Significant Impact
reduced to Less than Significant with
Mitigation Incorporated

Recommended Mitigation Measure

Timing

Responsible Party

Date Completed
and Initials

Biological
Resources
(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

Have a substantial adverse effect, either
directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

Q.

submitted to CDFW for review and comment prior
to implementing such activities.

Monitoring: Daily biological monitoring should be
conducted during any activities _involving
vegetation clearing or modification of natural
habitat. Surveys for SSC should be conducted prior
to the initiation of each day of vegetation removal
activities in_suitable habitat. Surveys for SSC
should be conducted in the areas flagged in earlier
surveys before construction and activities may
occur in or adjacent to those areas. Work may only
occur in these areas after a qualified biologist has
determined it is safe to do so. Workers should be
advised to work with caution near flagged areas. If
SSC is_encountered, qualified biologist should
safely protect or relocate the animal per relocation
and handling protocols.

Burrowing Owl: If burrowing owl are not detected
during the pre-construction survey, no further

mitigation is _required. If burrowing owl are
detected, CDFW shall be sent written notification
within 3 days of detection of burrowing owls. If
active burrowing owl burrows are detected, the

District shall not commence activities until no sign
is present that the burrows are being used by adult
or juvenile owls or following CDFW approval of a
Burrowing Owl Plan as described below. If owl
presence is difficult to determine, a qualified
biologist shall monitor the burrows with motion-
activated trail cameras for at least 24 hours to
evaluate burrow occupancy. The onsite qualified
biologist will verify the nesting effort has finished
according to methods identified in the Burrowing
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Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Owl Plan. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall be
Biological Have a substantial adverse effect, either prepared in accordance with guidelines in the
Resources directly or through habitat modifications, CDFW _Staff Report on Burrowing Owl (March

(Protecting
Nesting Birds)

on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local
or regional plans, policies, or regulations,
or by the California Department of Fish
and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

R.

2012). The qualified biologist and Project

Applicant shall coordinate with the District and
CDFW to develop a Burrowing Owl Plan to be
approved by the District and CDFW prior to
commencing Project activities. The Burrowing Owl
Plan shall describe proposed avoidance, relocation,
monitoring, minimization, and/or _mitigation
actions. The Burrowing Owl Plan shall include the
number and location of occupied burrow sites and
details on proposed buffers if avoiding the
burrowing owls or information on the adjacent or
nearby suitable habitat available to owls for
relocation. If no suitable habitat is available nearby
for _relocation, details regarding the creation and
funding of artificial burrows (numbers, location,
and type of burrows) and management activities for

relocated owls shall also be included in the
Burrowing Owl Plan. The District shall implement
the Burrowing Owl Plan following CDFW review
and approval.

Burrowing Owl Plan: If burrowing owls are
observed within Project Site(s) during Project

implementation and construction, the District shall
notify CDFW _immediately in writing within 48
hours of detection. A Burrowing Owl Plan shall be
submitted to CDFW for review and approval within
two weeks of detection and no Project activity shall
continue within 500 feet of the burrowing owls until
CDFW _approves the Burrowing Owl Plan. The

District shall be responsible for implementing
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appropriate avoidance and mitigation measures,
Biological including burrow avoidance, passive or active
Resources relocation, or other appropriate mitigation measures
(Protecting as identified in the Burrowing Owl Plan.
Nesting Birds)
Have a substantial adverse effect on state | MM BI10O-03- Barrier for Construction Activities Near | Prior to start of | Rancho California
or federally protected wetlands | Waters of the State and United States: Prior to installation | construction Water District Initials:
(including, but not limited to, marsh, | of the potable water pipeline under the natural-the-drainage | near  natural
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct | feature, utilizing jack and bore method, a dual-purpose | drainage. Date:
removal, filling, hydrological | exclusion/erosion control fence will be installed around bore
interruption, or other means? and receiving pits for erosion control and as a wildlife and
construction barrier. Installation will occur under the
supervision of the Project biologist to ensure preserve efthe
jurisdictional drainage feature, prevent direct encroachment
of construction activities into jurisdictional waters, to
prevent wildlife from migrating into active construction
areas, and as a Best Management Practice (BMP) for water
quality.
Have a substantial adverse effect on state | MM BI10O-04- Jurisdictional Delineation for Waters of the | Upon the Rancho California
or federally protected wetlands | State and Waters of the United States: _A copy of the | completion of | Water District Initials:
(including, but not limited to, marsh, | Jurisdictional Delineation for the Project prepared by ELMT, | Reports
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct conducted by Date:

removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

and dated March 2022 shall be kept at the Project Site for
reference during construction. Fe-ensure—comphance-with
risdictional_delineati S ‘

record— The boundaries of construction outside of

the Project
Biologist.
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Timing

Responsible Party

Date Completed
and Initials

urisdictional waters and the installation and maintenance of

the dual-purpose exclusion/erosion control fence shall be
included in the worker environmental awareness training
prior to construction and strictly enforced during all phases
of construction. Records of maintenance and monitoring of
the fence shall be kept at the construction site for the duration
of construction and shall be made available for agency
inspection along with the Jurisdictional Delineation Report
upon request by CDFW and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Cultural
Resources

Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5?

MM CUL-01- Discovery of Buried Cultural Resources:
Prior to the start of construction, the District shall hire a
qualified archeologist and Pechanga Native American
Monitor to perform monitoring for buried cultural resources
during all ground disturbance activities, including jack and
bore, and vegetation removal. If resources are found, the
monitor will establish standard next steps for treatment and
disposition of cultural resources in coordination with local
tribes including Pechanga Luisefio Indians.

Prior to the
start of
construction.

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:

Disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of formally
dedicated cemeteries?

MM CUL-02- Discovery of Human Remains: If human
remains are encountered during any phase of construction,
implementation of the procedures in Public Resources Code
Section 5097.98 and the California State Health and Safety
Code 7050.5 shall be implemented by the Contractor in
consultation with the County Coroner and Most Likely
Descendent (MLD) as identified by the State Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC). California State
Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5 dictates that no
further disturbance shall occur until the Riverside County
Coroner makes a determination of origin and disposition
pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The

All phases of
construction.

County of
Riverside Coroner,
Contractor

Initials:

Date:
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Issue Potentially Significant Impact Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing Responsible Party | Date Completed
reduced to Less than Significant with and Initials
Mitigation Incorporated
Cultural Disturb any human remains, including | Riverside County Coroner must be notified within 24 hours.
Resources those interred outside of formally | If the Coroner determines that the burial is not historic, but
dedicated cemeteries? prehistoric, the NAHC must be contacted to determine the
most likely descendant for this area. The MLD may become
involved with the disposition of the burial following
scientific analysis. The NAHC shall identify the MLD with
whom consultation shall occur to determine in the treatment
and disposition of the remains.
Geology and Directly or indirectly cause potential | MM GEO-01- Soil Stability: Prior to pipe installation, | Prior to the Rancho California
Soils substantial adverse effects, including the | trench subgrade should be inspected and confirmed as | installation of | Water District Initials:
risk of loss, injury or death involving: | firm/stable by the geotechnical engineer to provide uniform | the pipeline.
Seismic-related ground failure, including | seating and support to the entire section of the pipe placed on Date:
liquefaction? bedding material. Due to moderate collapse potential in the
young alluvium, the contractor should over-excavate to a
Be located on expansive soil, as defined | maximum depth of 2 feet and replace with compacted
in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building | materials to provide a stable trench bottom. Alternatively, the
Code (1994), creating substantial direct | bottom of trench should be flooded and after dissipation of
or indirect risks to life or property? all water, the trench bottom should be compacted to a
minimum 90 percent relative compactions. If subgrade
becomes disturbed due to localized seepage or surface water,
the contractor should over-excavate the disturbed or
saturated soils to a maximum depth of 2 feet and replace with
suitable materials to provide a stable trench bottom. Crushed
rock (1-inch maximum size) may be used if found necessary
to stabilize bottom of trench prior to placing bedding
materials pursuant to the geotechnical engineer’s
recommendations.
Ge_ology and Result in substantial soil erosion or the | MM GEO-02- Monitoring for Implementation of | During Project | Rancho California
Soils loss of topsoil? Engineering and Safety Standards: During construction, | construction. Water District Initials:

the District and the Contractor shall ensure through
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Geology and Be located on a geologic unit or soil that | monitoring and record keeping that exposed earth materials Date:
Soils is unstable, or that would become | conditions are regularly evaluated by the geotechnical
unstable as a result of the project, and | engineer to verify existing sub surface conditions and the
potentially result in on- or off-site | effectiveness of prescribed construction phase treatments in
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, | meeting applicable worker safety and engineering standards.
liquefaction or collapse? Since existing artificial fill and alluvial soils encountered are
classified as OSHA soil Type C, unshored temporary cut
slopes should be no steeper than 1 % : 1 (horizontal: vertical),
for a height no-greater-than (<) 20 feet (California
Construction Safety Orders, Appendix B to Section 1541.1,
Table B-1).
Paleontological | Directly or indirectly destroy a unique | MM PALEO-01- Paleontological Monitor Requirements: | Prior to the Rancho California
Resources paleontological resource or site or unique | Prior to the start of earthwork, a qualified Project | start of ground | Water District Initials:
geologic feature? Paleontologist shall be retained by the District to oversee the | disturbances/
paleontological monitoring program according to the | earthworks. Date:

following:

The paleontologist shall attend the pre-construction meeting
to consult with the contractor and District Inspectors
concerning excavation schedules, paleontological field
techniques, and worker environmental awareness training for
resources. A qualified Project Paleontologist is defined as an
individual with an M.S. or Ph.D. in paleontology or geology
that is experienced with paleontological procedures and
techniques, who is knowledgeable in the geology and
paleontology of Riverside County, and who has worked as a
paleontological mitigation project supervisor for at least one
year.

A professional repository shall be designated by the
Paleontologist to receive and curate any discovered fossils.
A professional repository is defined as a recognized
paleontological specimen repository (e.g., an AAM-
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Paleontological

Resources

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

accredited museum or university) with a permanent curator
and should be capable of storing fossils in a facility with
adequate security against theft, loss, damage, fire, pests, and
adverse climate conditions.

MM PALEO-02- On-site Paleontological Monitor: The
District Inspector shall verify that a paleontological monitor
shall be on-site during all earthwork operations to monitor
the Contractor’s earthwork, with the exception of the
horizontal drilling associated with jack and bore
construction, which cannot be successfully monitored for
paleontological resources. A paleontological monitor is
defined as an individual with a college degree in
paleontology or geology who has experience in the
recognition and salvage of fossil materials and shall have the
following duties:

a) The paleontological monitor should work under the
direction of the Project Paleontologist.

b) The paleontological monitor shall be equipped to
salvage fossils as they are unearthed, to avoid
construction delays, and to remove samples of
sediments that are likely to contain small fossil
invertebrates and vertebrates.

c) Monitors shall be empowered to temporarily halt or
divert equipment to allow removal of abundant or
large specimens.

d) Paleontological monitoring may be reduced (e.g.,
part-time monitoring or spot-checking) or
eliminated, at the discretion of the Project
Paleontologist and in consultation with appropriate
agencies (e.g., Project proponent, Riverside County
representatives).

e) Changes to the paleontological monitoring schedule

shall be based on anticipated and current field

Throughout
construction-
related ground
disturbances/
earthworks.

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:
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Paleontological | Directly or indirectly destroy a unique conditions and the mitigation program will be
Resources paleontological resource or site or unique modified according to conditions, as they unfold,
geologic feature? during site development and construction.
MM PALEO-03- Fossil Discovery: If fossils are | During Rancho California
discovered, when the paleontological monitor is or is not on | construction- Water District Initials:
site, earthwork within the vicinity of the discovery site shall | related ground
be temporarily halted by the District Inspectors, and the | disturbances/ Date:

Project Paleontologist shall be immediately contacted by
either the District or the Contractor so that the significance
of the discovery can be evaluated. The Project Paleontologist
(or paleontological monitor) shall make an initial assessment
to determine and report the significance of the find as
follows.

a) All identifiable vertebrate fossils (large or small)
and uncommon invertebrate, plant, and trace fossils
are considered to be significant and shall be
recovered (SVP, 2010).

b) Representative samples of common invertebrate,
plant, and trace fossils shall also be recovered.

c) The Project Paleontologist (or paleontological
monitor) shall be allowed to temporarily direct,
divert, or halt earthwork at his or her discretion
during the initial assessment phase if additional
time is required to salvage fossils.

d) |Ifitis determined by the Project Paleontologist that
the fossil(s) should be recovered, the recovery shall
be completed in a timely manner.

e) Some fossil specimens (e.g., a large mammal
skeleton) may require an extended salvage period.
Because of the potential for the recovery of small
fossil remains (e.g., isolated teeth of small

earthworks.
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Paleontological
Resources

Directly or indirectly destroy a unique
paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

vertebrates), it may be necessary to collect bulk-
matrix samples for screen washing.

MM PALEO-04- Fossil Preparation: The District shall be
responsible for fossil preparation and curation as follows:

a) Fossil remains collected during monitoring and
salvage shall be cleaned, repaired, sorted,
taxonomically identified, and cataloged as part of
the mitigation program.

b) Fossil preparation may also include screen-washing
of bulk matrix samples for microfossils or other
laboratory analyses (e.g., radiometric carbon
dating), if warranted in the discretion of the Project
Paleontologist.

c) Fossil preparation and curation activities may be
conducted at the laboratory of the contracted
Project Paleontologist, at an appropriate outside
agency, and/or at the designated repository, and
shall follow the standards of the designated
repository.

In the event
fossils are
found during
monitoring.

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:

MM PALEO-05- Curation of Paleontological Resources:
The contract documents for the Project shall include notes to
the Contractor stating that the District shall be responsible
for curation of paleontological resources found during
Project construction as follows:

a) Prepared fossils, along with copies of all pertinent
field notes, photos, and maps, shall be curated at a
professional repository (e.g., Western Science
Center, San Diego Natural History Museum).

b) The Project Paleontologist shall have a written
repository agreement with the professional

Prior to
approval of
final Plans and
Specifications.

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:
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repository prior to the initiation of mitigation
activities.
Hydrology and | Conflict with or obstruct implementation | MM HYDRO-01- Energy Dissipater and Baker Tank: | During Project | Contractor
Water Quality | of a water quality control plan or | During Project construction, the Contractor will utilize an | construction. Initials:
sustainable groundwater management | energy dissipater and Baker Tank or similar to filter
plan? chlorine, soil and debris and prevent pollution from entering Date:
jurisdictional waters near the Project during discharge of
construction water or dewatering of existing pipelines in
accordance with the Statewide General NPDES Permit for
Drinking Water Systems (ORDER WQ 2014-0194-DWQ
GENERAL ORDER NO. CAG140001) for erosion control
and chlorine in surface water discharge.
Hazards and Create a significant hazard to the public | MM HAZ-01- Encroachment Permit Requirements: | Prior to the Rancho California
Hazardous or the environment through reasonably | Prior to issuance of an encroachment permit for Project | issuance of an | Water District Initials:
Materials foreseeable upset and accident conditions | construction, the District shall verify that contract documents | encroachment
involving the release of hazardous | for the Project include the following: permit for Date:
materials into the environment? a) That Project plans show viable methods for Project
implementing fire prevention and suppression construction.
during construction at the Project Site, such as a
water truck.
b) That the contractor has an approved plan is in
place for proper storage, handling, use, and
containment of hazardous materials during
construction.
c) That plans for the Project include a reliable source
for fire flow.
. . That Best Management Practices (BMPs) for water
Create a S|gn|f|cant hazard to the public quality are being implemented throughout Project
or the environment thro_ugh feasof"?‘b'y construction to avoid an unforeseeable release of
foreseeable upset and accident conditions hazardous materials into the environment.
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Hazards and
Hazardous
Materials

involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment?

MM HAZ-02- Loose Construction Materials: The District
shall verify that contract documents for the Project include
notes requiring implementation of the following steps to
reduce risk from loose construction materials entering flood
waters:

a) Construction shall cease during rain events.

b) Materials and equipment staging, and storage shall
be located at topographic high points and fully
secured at the end of each day.

¢) Trash and debris shall be collected, transported off-
site and properly disposed of each day.

Prior to Project
approval and
during
construction.

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:

Transportation

Conflict with program plan, ordinance or
policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit, roadway, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities?

MM TRAF-01- Traffic Control Plan: During
construction, the District shall verify the following:

a) That through access is maintained to adjacent
property and streets.

b) That two weeks prior to construction the Contractor

shall furnish and install public information signs
notifying the public of the Project. The signs shall
meet the District’s General Provisions for Public
Information Signs will be placed at each end of the
Project notifying the community of the Project and
temporary delays in access.
Contractor shall notify the District, all affected
residents, commercial and public establishments,
and utility companies of impending work pursuant
to the District’s General Provisions for Public
Information Signs.

Prior to
construction

Contractor and
Rancho California
Water District

Initials:

Date:

Tribal
Cultural
Resources

Cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a tribal cultural resource,
defined in Public Resources Code

MM TRI-01- Discovery of Buried Tribal Cultural
Resources: The District Project Manager, District
Inspectors, and Contractor shall, per the request of the Pala

During
surveying and
construction-

Rancho California
Water District

Initials:
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Potentially Significant Impact
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Recommended Mitigation Measure Timing

Responsible Party

Date Completed
and Initials

Tribal
Cultural
Resources

Section 21074 as either a site, feature,
place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the
size and scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural value to a
California Native American tribe, and
that is:

Listed or eligible for listing in the
California  Register of  Historical
Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in Public
Resources Code Section 5020.1(k), or

A resource determined by the lead
agency, in its discretion and supported by
substantial evidence, to be significant
pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code
section 5024.1. In applying the criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resources Code section 5024.1, the lead
agency shall consider the significance of
the resource to a California Native
American tribe.

Band of Mission Indians Tribal Historic Preservation Office,
verify that Approved Cultural Monitors be present on-site
during all survey and all ground disturbing activities like
trenching and boring. In the event that an Approved Cultural
Resource Monitor cannot be found, contact the Pala Band of
Mission Indians to help identify tribal individuals.

related ground
disturbances/
earthworks.

Date:
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