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City of Ferndale 
P.O. Box 1095 
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707-786-4224 

 

Project Overview 
The Ferndale General Plan is a city-wide planning document with text and diagrams that express the goals, 
objectives, and policies necessary to guide the community toward achieving its vision over a long-term planning 
period (typically 20 years). City decision makers rely on the General Plan as the basis for making decisions on 
matters such as land use, transportation, open space and conservation, provision of public services, and 
environmental quality and safety. It is also a policy document that guides decisions related to protecting and 
enhancing what the community values most, such as historic preservation, protecting and enhancing the character 
of the community, and open space.  

The City is preparing an update of two of its existing General Plan Elements: Land Use and Safety Elements. The 
City’s General Plan was last comprehensively updated and adopted in 1986. Since then, the City's land use needs 
have changed due to economic and demographic conditions and updates to state guidelines and policies. The 
Land Use Element also serves as the City’s consolidated Open Space and Conservation Elements and provides the 
City an opportunity to review and program City-wide land uses for future growth. There have been changes to 
state guidelines since the Safety Element was drafted in 2014; the element will be updated to bring it into 
compliance with current regulations. 

Project Description 
The Project will update and amend the City’s existing General Plan Land Use and Safety Elements. The Project will 
update the goals, policies, and implementation programs that articulate the vision for the City’s long-term physical 
and economic development, while preserving open space areas and enhancing the quality of life for residents. 
These elements have been prepared to comply with the requirements of California Government Code Section 
65300 which mandates that each city and county adopt a comprehensive, long-range, internally consistent plan 
for future development. The objectives of the Project are to: 

• Satisfy new State mandates and objectives for General Plans that have been issued since the General 
Plan was last updated; 

• Encourage infill development to preserve agricultural lands and open space in the City; 

• Establish a stream protection zone along Francis Creek to maintain its riparian habitat values and 
prevent soil erosion; 

• Adjust to climate change and promote sustainability; 

• Resolve inconsistencies between existing land uses and the General Plan; and 

• Resolve inconsistencies between the General Plan and other City plans that have been revised in 
recent years. 

• Targeted increases in land use density and increases in the allowable uses and development standards 
to provide adequate housing sites, promote fair and equal housing opportunities, and resolve 
inconsistencies with the City’s adopted 2019 Housing Element; 

• Remove governmental constraints to housing investment. 



Land Use Element  
The Land Use Element will continue to include the general distribution, location, and extent of the uses of land for 
housing, business, industry, open space, agriculture, natural resources, public buildings and grounds, and other 
categories of public and private uses of land within the City. As the Land Use Element was last updated in 1986, 
the data, analyses, and policies in the plan will be updated to reflect the current conditions and vision of the City. 
The intent of the proposed Land Use Element is to provide more flexibility in housing options while still protecting 
the historic character of the area. The Land Use Element will also continue to accommodate projections of 
population and economic growth using infill principles. The City’s anticipated growth during the planning period 
is expected be contained within the present City boundary and concentrated largely within already developed 
residential areas and planned development areas as identified in the Element. Targeted increases in land use 
density (or increases in the allowable uses and development standards) will be necessary in portions of the City 
to be consistent with the policies and programs set forth in the City’s 6th Cycle Housing Element that was adopted 
in 2019. 

Safety Element 
The Safety Element will continue to identify potential risks to persons and property resulting from fires, floods, 
earthquakes, landslides, and other hazards. The Safety Element is intended to provide an overview of potential 
hazards in the area and provide policies to help improve City infrastructure to be more resilient against hazards. 
The Safety Element Update includes new State-mandated safety considerations for climate change and 
emergency evacuation routes to comply with CGC Section 65302(g) and SB 375. Ferndale may experience some 
effects from climate change such as changing precipitation patterns which can lead to more intense flooding, 
increased chance of wildfire to the south, and changing drainage patterns due to sea level rise. The Public Safety 
Element will acknowledge the context of other relevant plans at the regional and state level and align City goals 
and policies with these efforts. The City is currently included in the Humboldt County Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
(adopted 2020) and County-wide Climate Action Plan (in progress).  

Zoning Amendments 
The proposed Project will require zoning amendments to implement. Specifically, the Land Use Element proposes 
increased density and implementation programs that will require new zoning to accommodate. Population growth 
is anticipated to be absorbed throughout the City primarily through infill. The City expects rezoning to 
accommodate new residential development, smaller lot areas, and ordinances to address state law related to 
accessory dwelling units (second units). 

Potential Environmental Effects of the Project 
The draft PEIR provides a detailed project description, an analysis of physical environmental effects of the project, 
and an identification of feasible mitigation measures and alternatives that would avoid or lessen the severity of 
project impacts. The draft PEIR finds that the Project could result in significant and unavoidable impacts related 
to air quality, greenhouse gas emissions, and transportation/circulation related. Impacts in all other areas were 
found to be less than significant or less than significant with incorporation of mitigation measures. The Project 
does not include sites on a hazardous waste list enumerated under Section 65962.5 of the California Government 
Code. 
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