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provides the proposed mitigation measures, implementation timelines, and the entity/agency responsible 
for ensuring implementation. Chapter 6 References, details the documents and reports this document 
relies upon to provide its analysis. 

The California Emissions Estimator Modeling (software) (CalEEMod) Output Files, Biological Evaluation, 
Phase I Cultural Resources Survey, and the Aquatic Resources Delineation are provided as technical 
Appendix A, Appendix B, Appendix C, and Appendix D, respectively, at the end of this document. 
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Figure 2-1: Conceptual Plan
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Figure 2-2: Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2-3: Area of Potential Effect Map 
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Figure 2-4: Topographic Quadrangle Map 
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Figure 2-5: APN Map 
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Figure 2-6: Mariposa Town Planning Area Land Use Map
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Figure 2-7: Zoning Map 
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CHAPTER 4 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 
ANALYSIS 
4.1 AESTHETICS 
Table 4-1: Aesthetics Impacts 

Except as provided in Public Resources Code 
Section 21099, would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have substantial adverse effect on a scenic 
vista?  

   f  

b) Substantially damage scenic resources, 
including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a 
state scenic highway? 

    

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade 
the existing visual character or quality of public 
views of the site and its surroundings? (Public 
views are those that are experienced from 
publicly accessible vantage point). If the project 
is in an urbanized area, would the project 
conflict with applicable zoning and other 
regulations governing scenic quality? 

    

d) Create a new source of substantial light or 
glare which would adversely affect day or 
nighttime views in the area? 

    

4.1.1 Baseline Conditions  
The visual quality of Mariposa County is defined by its natural and constructed scenery, with an overall rural 
character. The Project area itself is located within the town of Mariposa along the Mariposa Creek. 
Mariposa is a mountain community surrounded by a mix of chaparral and woodland habitats. The Project 
area spans the distance of Mariposa Creek between 8th Street and Joe Howard Street. Flow levels in 
Mariposa Creek fluctuate on a seasonal basis and during storms. During large rain events, the creek can 
flood, and during dryer times, typically towards the end of summer, the creek tends to be significantly 
lower. At 8th Street, Mariposa Creek is diverted into a culvert, which is multipurposed to act as a bridge 
crossing for trail users utilizing the existing segment of the Mariposa Creek Parkway. Various vegetation 
types, native and non-native, lie along the creek bed in the Project area. East of the Project lies several 
commercial establishments. These businesses front SR 140/49 on the non-creek side. There are several 
smaller local roadways that connect these businesses to the highway. To the west of the Project area is 
primarily woodland and riparian habitat along Mariposa Creek, with the exception of a few scattered 
residences. The Project area does not include any designated scenic vistas.  

There is one designated State Scenic Highway (SR 140 from Mariposa to Yosemite National Park), one 
designated National Scenic Byway (SR 120 in Yosemite National Park), and two State highway segments 
that are eligible for designation as State Scenic Highways under Caltrans guidelines (SR 49 through the 
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of the creek parkway trail, various amenities, and revegetation to the riparian corridor. There would be 
no impact. 

c) In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of public views of 
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible 
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic quality? 

No Impact.  The Project would enhance the visual character of the area. The Project would restore the 
riparian habitat by removing non-native species and replacing them with native ones. The Project would 
also clear any debris and trash from the area, helping combat any degradation that currently exists on-
site. New landscaping, pavement, and amenities listed in Chapter 2 Project Description would 
complement the natural character of the Project area. The Project would highlight Mariposa Creek, which 
has been a significant natural landmark for the town of Mariposa since its establishment during the gold 
rush. There would be no impact. 

d) Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or nighttime views in 
the area? 

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation Incorporated.  The Project would provide new sources of 
light and glare by installing trail lighting fixtures. These lighting fixtures are proposed to illuminate the 
trail and the surrounding environment during low light times. The Conservation and Open Space Element 
of the Mariposa County General Plan contains a policy and implementation measure relating to limiting 
light and glare impacts from new development. It states:  

Policy 11-1d: Ensure that light sources in new development are compatible with rural character and 
that the light sources do not produce glare that interferes with vision. 

In order to implement Policy 11-1d, AES-1 will be incorporated in order to reduce light and glare impacts 
to a less than significant level. 

Note about Dark Sky goals: night-pollinator species kept away from light fixtures (WRT) 

4.1.3 Mitigation  

AES-1 All outdoor lighting shall adhere to International Dark Sky Association standards, 
including the requirement that all outdoor lighting shall be hooded or screened as to 
direct the source of light downward and focus onto the property from which it originates 
and shall not negatively impact adjacent properties or directly reflect upon any adjacent 
properties. 
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Figure 4-1: Project Site Photos
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Figure 4-2: Farmland Map 
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Figure 4-3. Project Site Photos
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4.4 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
Table 4-6: Biological Resources Impacts 

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant with 

Mitigation 
Incorporated 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

No 
Impact 

a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either 
directly or through habitat modifications, on 
any species identified as a candidate, 
sensitive, or special status species in local or 
regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by 
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

b) Have a substantial adverse effect on any 
riparian habitat or other sensitive natural 
community identified in local or regional 
plans, policies, regulations, or by the 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

c) Have a substantial adverse effect on federally 
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 
of the Clean Water Act (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

    

d) Interfere substantially with the movement of 
any native resident or migratory fish or 
wildlife species or with established native 
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or 
impede the use of native wildlife nursery 
sites? 

    

e) Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

f) Conflict with the provisions of an adopted 
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other 
approved local, regional, or state habitat 
conservation plan? 

    

4.4.1 Baseline Conditions  
The Project site is located within the mountain community of Mariposa in the western foothills of the Sierra 
Nevada. The surrounding landscape is extremely rugged and characterized by a mix of chaparral and 
woodland habitats. The site is adjoined to the south by a steep, undeveloped hillside and, beyond that, 
rural residential uses. It is adjoined on all other sides by commercial and municipal uses associated with the 
town of Mariposa.  

Average annual precipitation in the general vicinity is approximately 30 inches, 85% of which falls between 
the months of October and March. Stormwater readily infiltrates into the soils, but when field capacity has 
been reached or bedrock is encountered, stormwater runs off into drainages.  
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be expected to continue to use the corridor as they do under pre-Project conditions. For these reasons, 
potential project impacts to wildlife movement corridors are considered less than significant. 

e) Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as 
a tree preservation policy or ordinance? 

No Impact.  The Project appears consistent with those goals and policies of the Mariposa TPA Specific 
Plan that pertain to biological resources. There would be no impact. 

f) Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural 
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

No Impact.  There are no known habitat conservation plans or a Natural Community Conservation Plans 
in the Project area. There would be no impact. 

4.4.5 Mitigation  

BIO-1A (Pre-construction Survey): A pre-construction survey for western pond turtles will be 
conducted no more than 24 hours prior to the start of work in Mariposa Creek and the 
adjoining mixed riparian woodland habitat. 

BIO-1B (Relocation): A qualified biologist will capture and relocate any turtles found within areas 
planned for direct impact. Turtles will be relocated to suitable alternative habitat within 
the Mariposa Creek corridor, outside of project boundaries. 

BIO-1C (Avoidance): If any turtles are observed on site while work is occurring, work in the 
immediate area will cease and turtles will be allowed to leave the construction zone of 
their own volition, if feasible. If necessary, a qualified biologist will capture and relocate 
such turtles as described above under Mitigation Measure BIO-2b. 

BIO-2A (Avoidance): To avoid impacts to nesting birds and raptors, construction will occur, 
where possible, outside the February 1-August 31 nesting season. 

BIO-2B (Pre-construction Survey): If construction must occur during the February 1-August 31 
nesting season, a qualified biologist will conduct pre-construction surveys for active bird 
and raptor nests within 10 days of the onset of these activities. Nest surveys will 
encompass the work area and surrounding lands within 250 feet. Nest surveys will be 
repeated whenever there is a lapse in construction of 10 days or more during the nesting 
season. 

BIO-2C (Construction-Free Buffers): Should any active nests be discovered in or near proposed 
construction zones, a qualified biologist will identify suitable construction-free buffers 
around the nests. The buffers will be identified on the ground with flagging or fencing 
and will be maintained until the biologist has determined that the young have fledged 
and are no longer reliant on the nest or parental care for their survival. 

BIO-3A (Avoidance): To avoid potential impacts to maternity bat roosts, removal of mature trees 
and snags shall occur outside of the period between April 15 and August 31, the time 
frame within which colony-nesting bats in the vicinity generally assemble, give birth, 
nurse their young, and ultimately disperse. 
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BIO-3B (Pre-construction Survey): If removal of mature trees and/or snags is to occur between 
April 15 and August 31, then within 10 days prior to their removal, a qualified biologist 
will survey them for the presence of bats. The biologist will look for individuals, guano, 
and staining, and will listen for bat vocalizations. If necessary, the biologist will wait for 
nighttime emergence of bats from roost sites. 

BIO-3C (Construction-Free Buffers): Should any active maternity bat roosts be discovered in 
trees or snags to be impacted the biologist will identify a suitable construction-free 
buffer around the maternity roost. The buffer will be identified on the ground with 
flagging or fencing and will be maintained until the biologist has determined that the 
nursery is no longer active. 
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