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From: Ms. Erin iiﬁ’appell, Regional Manager
California Department of Fish and Wildlife-Bay Delta Region, 2825 Cordelia Road, Suite 100, Fairfield, CA 94534

subject: State Route 1 Centerline Rumble Strips Project (04-4G780), Initial Study/Negative
Declaration, SCH No. 2023010380, Sonoma County

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has received the Notice of
Availability for the draft Initial Study/Negative Declaration (IS/ND) for the State Route
(SR) 1 Centerline Rumble Strips Project (Project), pursuant the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines.! CDFW is submitting
comments on the draft IS/ND as a means to inform the California Department of
Transportation (Caltrans) as the Lead Agency, of our concerns regarding potentially
significant impacts to biological resources associated with the proposed Project.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a)). CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biologically
sustainable populations of those species. (/d., § 1802). Similarly, for purposes of CEQA,
CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological expertise during public
agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381). CDFW expects that it may
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As

proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to COFW's Lake and Streambed

' CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines" are
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section 15000.
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Alteration (LSA) regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.). Likewise, to the
extent implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take” as defined by
State law of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act
(CESA) (Fish & G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the Project proponent may seek related take
authorization as provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

Caltrans proposes to install centerline rumble strips, wet-night visibility striping and
widen shoulders at 50 locations along State Route (SR) 1 in Sonoma County. The
installations will occur over a 58.58-mile stretch from the Marin County line to the
Mendocino County line.

Centerline Rumble Strips

Caltrans proposes to install incontiguous sections of ground-in centerline rumble strips
on SR-1 at 50 locations as specified in Table 1-1 on page 1-2 to page 1-4 of the IS/ND.
The centerline rumble strips will be discontinued where the speed limit is equal to or
less than 35 miles per hour (mph). The locations include a minimum of 25 feet in
advance of highway intersections, pedestrian crossings, cattle guards, commercial or
town centers, and left-turn lane openings. For the installation of the ground-in centerline
rumble strips a grinder truck would grind the existing striping from the centerline, and
grind in the centerline rumble strip. The highway surface will be cleaned immediately
after with a vacuum truck and application of new 6-inch-wide wet-night visibility striping
will be completed with a striping truck, within the same closure limits.

Shoulder Widening

The shoulder widening will increase the existing shoulder to 6 feet at 50 locations (Table
2-3) on page 2-4 to page 2-5 of the IS/ND. In areas with an existing width of shoulder
that is relatively flat or on an uphill grade, extensive embankment creation, excavation,
or retaining structures will not be required to construct the shoulder widening. In
locations where the existing width of the shoulder is not adequate, the depth of
excavation at the shoulder widening locations will be 1.8 feet. The total new impervious
surface (NIS) due to the shoulder widening will impact 4.05 acres. The Project will
provide sufficient shoulder width to accommodate bicyclists where off-road bicycle
facilities are not feasible. The widening and paving of the 6-foot shoulders from the
existing edge of travel way (ETW) will be completed separately from the rumble strip
and restriping operation. Shoulder closures are anticipated during construction of the
shoulder widening. A temporary barrier system will be placed along the ETW. Locations
of the shoulder widening will require clearing and grubbing of vegetation.

Drainage Systems

Drainage improvements will include new impervious areas created by the shoulder
widening that will increase roadway runoff. The existing drainage facilities, such as
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cross culverts and roadside ditches, have the capacity to handle this increase. Drainage
locations within the widened shoulder will cause the embankment slope to encroach into
the existing roadside ditch, reducing its capacity. To minimize this impact, design
strategies such as reducing the proposed 3-foot choker and/or steepening the side
slope to a 2:1 ratio will be employed. The choker is the area between the outside edge
of the shoulder and the top of the embankment slope, and its purpose is to drain runoff
away from the highway, towards the embankment. Any existing ditches or swales
impacted by the Project will need to be reestablished. The Lead Agency has not
determined if excavation required for the Project would impact any culverts. Concrete
backfill will be required along the portion of a culvert with less than 2 feet of material
above the top of the culvert. For any drainage inlets that will be impacted, the frames
and grates or the inlet tops will be adjusted to grade.

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS
Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement Notification

CDFW requires an LSA Notification, pursuant to Fish and Game Code § 1600 et. seq.,
for any activity that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow; change or use
material from the bed, channel, or bank (including associated riparian or wetland
resources); or deposit or dispose of material where it may pass into a river, lake or
stream. Work within ephemeral streams, washes, watercourses with a subsurface flow,
and floodplains are generally subject to notification requirements.

Fully Protected Species

Fully protected species may not be taken or possessed at any time and no licenses or
permits may be issued for their take, except for collecting these species for necessary
scientific research and relocation of a fully protected bird species for the protection of
livestock. Take of any fully protected species is prohibited, and CDFW cannot authorize
their take in association with a general project except under the provisions of a Natural
Communities Conservation Plan (NCCP), 2081.7 or a Memorandum of Understanding for
scientific research, including efforts to recover fully protected, threatened, or endangered
species. “Scientific Research” does not include an action taken as part of specified
mitigation for a project, as defined in Section 21065 of the Pub. Resources Code.

California Endangered Species Act

Please be advised that a CESA Permit must be obtained if the Project has the potential
to result in “take” of plants or animals listed under CESA, either during construction or
over the life of the Project. Issuance of a CESA Permit is subject to CEQA
documentation; the CEQA document must specify impacts, mitigation measures, and a
mitigation monitoring and reporting program. If the Project will impact CESA listed
species, early consultation is encouraged, as significant modification to the Project and
mitigation measures may be required in order to obtain a CESA Permit. CEQA requires
a Mandatory Finding of Significance if a project is likely to substantially impact
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