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1. Introduction

1.1 INTRODUCTION

This Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as amended (Public Resources8&€aH@00 etseq.) and CEQA
Guidelinesl4 Cal Codeof Regs8815000 et seq.).

According tahe CEQA Guidelinesection 15132, the FEIshall consist of
(a) The Draft Environmental Impact ReportEIR) or a revision of thBEIR;
(b) Comments and recommendations received on the DEIR either verbatim or in summary;
(c) A list of persons, organizations, and public agénaiggovidedcomments on the DEIR;

(d) The responses of the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in the review
and consultation process;

(e) Any other information added by the Lead Agency.

This document contains respea to comments receivedtba DEIR for the Grant Elementary School
Campus Master Plan Project Find® BProposedProject) duringthe public review period, whibegan
October 30203, andendedDecember 13203. This document represents the independent judgment of
Santa MonieMalibuUnified School Distri¢gSMMUSD or Districtwhoisthe Lead Agendgr theProposed
Project This document and the circulated DEtRke uphe FEIR, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines
section 15132.

1.2 FORMAT OF THE FEIR
Thisdocuments organized as follows:
Section ] Introduction. This sectionlescribes CEQA requirements and content oFEIR.

Section 2 Response to CommentsThis sectiorprovides a list of agengiesganizationgnd interested
persons commenting on the DEdRpies of comment lettéemailsreceived during the public review period,
and individual responsesvinitten commentsThis section also includes responses to wattdnverbal
commentseceived at public meetingeld bythe SMMU® on November 29203, regardinghe DEIR To
facilitate review of the responsegh comment lettand verbal commehas been reproducadd assigned
anumber (A andA2 for letterégemailsreceived from agenci€xl and O2for a letter/email received from
organizatios) and RL.through R.4for letteré emailsand verbal commentsceived from residentis)dividual
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commentsvithin eaclhetterhave been numbered and the letter is followed by responses with references to the
corresponding comment number.

Section 3 Revisions to theDEIR. This sectiortontains revisions to the DEtBxt and figureas a result
of the commentseceivedas described in Secti@n and/or minor errors antbr omissions discovered
subsequent to release of tHelR for public review.

The responses to comments contain revitiatisave beeadded to the text of the&ERR. Districtstaff has

reviewed this material and determined that noneafstitutes the type of significant newrimiation that
requiresecirculatiof the DEIR br further public comment under CEQA Guidalsaetion 15088.8lone

of the information provided in the FEiIRdicates that tHeroposed Pject willcausea potentiallysignificant
newenvironmental impact not previously disclosed in the.[2dRtionally, none of this material indicates

that there would be a substantial increase in the severity of a previously sigrifiiadenvironmental

impact that will not be mitigated, or that there would be any of the other circumstances requiring recirculation
described iICEQA Guidelinesestion 15088.5.

1.3 CEQA REQUIREMENTS REGARDING COMMENTS AND RESPONSE

CEQA Guidelinesection 15204(a) outlines parameters for submitting comments and reminds persons and
public agencies that the focus of revaed comment of DEIRs should ben the sufficiency of the

document in identifying and analyzing possible impacts on the environment and ways in which significant
effects of the project might be avoided or mitig&emiments are most helpful when they suggest additional
specific alternatives or mitigation measures that would provide better ways to avoid orensitiafiedht
environmental effects. At the same time, reviewers should be aware that the adequacy of an EIR is determined
in termsof what is reasonably feasiBIEQA does not require a lead agency to conduct every test or perform

all research, study, and experinientaecommended or demandedcbynmengrs. When responding to
comments, lead agencies need only respond to significant environmental issues and do not need to provide all
information requested by reviewers, as long as a good faith effodistiésure is made in the BIR.

CEQA Guidelinesection 15204(c) further advis#eviewers should explain the basis for their comments,

and should submit data or references offering facts, reasonable assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion
supported by facts in support of the comments. Pursusedtion 15064, an effect shall not be considered
significant in the absence of substantial evid&seion 15204(d) also statBach responsible agency and

trustee agency shall focus its comments on environmental information gerimanagendy statutory
responsibilitg. Section 15204(e) stat@Khis section shall not be used to restrict the ability of reviewers to
comment on the general adequacy of a document or of the lead agency to reject comments not focused as
recommended by this section.

In accordance WitBEQA, Public Resources Cogietion21092.5, copies of the written responses to public
agenciebave beeforwarded tothoseagencies at led$t days prior to certifying th&R. Theresponseksave
beenforwarded with copies of this FEIR, as permitted by CEQA, and will conform to the legal standards
established for response to commenBBiRs.

Pagé-2 PlaceWorks



2. Response to Comments

Section 15088 of the CEQA Guidelines requires the Lead ,A8MYSD to evaluate comments on
environmental issues received from public agencies and interested parties who reviewed tipedpBiR and
written responséde them

Thissectionprovidesall written responses received orXB&R andS MM U S fiegpanses to each comment.
Comment lettefsmailsand specific comments are given letters and numbers for reference purposes. The
following is a list of agencies and persons that submitted comments on theriiglkhel public review

period.

Rl\(laLfJg:gr?(Ee Commenting Person/Agency Comment Format Date of Comment Page No.

Agencies
Al Frances Duong, California Departriesmgfortation Email/Letter December 5, 2023 23
A2 Tamara Purvis, Department of Toxic Substance C Email/Letter December 12, 2027 2-11

Organizations
o1 Boris Suchkp8anta Monica Families for Safe Scho Email/Letter December 12, 2023 2-19
02 Laurene von Klan, Climate Action Santa Monica Email/Letter December 13, 2023 247

Residentshdividuals
R1 Trace Hom Email/Letter October 31, 2023 2-57
R2 Mario Melgarejo Comment Card| November 29, 2023 259
R3 Commenter #1 Verbal November 29, 2023 263
R4 Commenter #2 Verbal November 29, 2023 2-65
R5 Commenter #3 Verbal November 29, 2023 2-67
R6 Diana Williams Email December 9, 2023 269
R7 Jahan Bruce Email December 9, 2023 273
R8 Rowan Sullivan Email December 9, 2023 281
R9 Brian Sweeney Email December 10, 2023 2-85
R10 Jacob Wasserman Email December 11, 20213 2-87
R11 Sam Shapigline Email December 12, 2021 2-89
R12 Connor Webb Email December 13, 2023 291
R13 Allon Percus Email December 13, 2023 293
R14 Catherine Kollros Email December 13, 2023 297
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CommenAl Frances Duong, California Department of Transportation

STATE OF CALIFORNIA—CALIFORNIA STATE TRANSPORTATION AGENCY GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
DISTRICT 7 Comment Letter A1
100 S. MAIN STREET, MS 16 TPORY
LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 Making Conservation
PHONE (213) 269-1124 a California Way of Life
FAX (213) 897-1337
TTY 711

www.dot.ca.gov

December 5, 2023

Carey Upton, Chief Operations Officer
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
1717 4" Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

RE: Grant Elementary School Campus
Master Plan Project (DEIR)

SCH #2023010229

GTS #07-LA-2023-04359

Vic. LA-10/PM 3.61

Dear Carey Upton,

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the T
environmental review process for the above referenced project. The Santa Monica-Malibu
Unified School District proposes renovating and modernizing the existing Grant
Elementary School campus. Redevelopment would include the demolition and removal
of some existing structures, renovation of structures to remain, construction of two new
buildings, new and reconfigured playgrounds, and two new and reconfigured parking lots.
The plan will be constructed in three phases on the District-owned campus.

As of now, a visitor and administrative parking lot with 14 parking stalls occupies the
northeast corner of campus facing Pearl Street. An L-shaped staff parking lot with 48
parking stalls is at the southeast corner of the campus adjacent to the basketball courts A1-1
and is accessed from 24th Street. Students who walk or bike to school enter the campus
at the northern end. Current student drop-off/pick-up (DOPU) operations occur at two
locations:

o Pearl Street. The Pearl Street DOPU area is limited to preschool and TK-K
students. Vehicles queue on the south (eastbound) side of Pearl Street between
Cloverfield Boulevard and 24th Court during DOPU hours.

o 24th Street. The 24th Street DOPU is utilized by grades 1 through 5 students and
is accessed primarily via Ocean Park Boulevard. The two-lane collector street ends
at the gated entrance into the southern portion of the campus. On-street parking
is allowed on either side of 24th Street. Vehicles enter the campus driveway and

“Provide a safe and reliable transportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

April 2024
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Carey Upton
December 5, 2023
Page 2

follow the counterclockwise vehicular pattern in the existing staff parking lot and T

exit back onto 24th Street.

Phase 2 of the Proposed Project would include the removal of the L-shaped surface
parking lot in the southeast portion of the campus fronting 24th Court, 24th Street, and
residences. The existing L-shaped playfield would be reconfigured to a standard
rectangular playfield and centrally located in the southern portion of the campus.
Development of two new parking lots would occur at the southeast and southwest corners
of the campus along 24th Court and Pearl Place. Each parking lot would contain 40
parking spaces, and the lots would be separated by the improved playfield. The Project
would maintain the drop-off and pick-up area at the front of the campus along Pearl Street
and include a new arrival court at the southern end of the campus, adjacent to the
reconfigured playfield, that would connect the two new parking lots to 24th Street.

After reviewing the DEIR, Caltrans has the following comments:

The Project is designed in a way that would lead to an overall net increase in parking from
62 spaces to 94 spaces, with the Project’s addition of 32 new parking spaces to potentially
address queuing and/or on-street parking on 24th Street. However, Caltrans recommends
adopting the proposed improvements developed in response to the City’s Safe Routes to
School (SRTS) Walk Audit Recommendations for Grant ES, which are listed in Section
5.10 of the DEIR:

o Pearl Street from 23rd to 25th Street: Add enhanced markings to improve visibility
of bicycle lane.

« Pearl Street and 24th Street: Evaluate feasibility of curb extensions.

« Pearl Street and 24th Court: Reconstruct sidewalk and apron across 24th Court.

e 24th Street and Ocean Park Place North: Reconstruct sidewalk and apron across
Ocean Park Place North.

e Ocean Park Boulevard and 24th Street: Evaluate feasibility of curb extensions,
upgrade ramps.

« Pearl Street adjacent to school: Evaluate drop-off and pick-up zones to reduce
conflict points.

Caltrans highly encourages adoption of discussed improvements in Table 5.10-1 to T

facilitate the provision of non-motorized travel options including:

« Installing skateboard and scooter racks for students who currently do not have a
place to safely lock them.

« Upgrading all curb ramps, specifically the ramp on Pearl Street, without detectable
warning surfaces to meet ADA requirements.

« Re-evaluating transition of bike lane on Pearl Street to sparrow condition and
modify as appropriate. Upgrading potential bikeways to Class IV when possible

“Provide a safe and reliable fransportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”

A1-1
Cont'd

A1-2

A1-3
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2. Responses to Comments

Carey Upton
December 5, 2023
Page 3

and unlocking alternative access paths to the school property to prevent vehicle T
entry and exit from conflicting with bicycle and pedestrian access.
« Reconstructing sidewalks and restriping crosswalks to provide visible, safe, and A1-3
continuous pathways for pedestrians. Cont'd
« |nstalling signage where necessary to reduce vehicle speeding in the school zone
on Pearl Street.

In Caltrans’ previous comment for the NOP, it was noted that the Project proposed a new 7
off-street lane for drop-off/pick-up which would be constructed adjacent to Pearl Street in
front of the campus. The off-street lane would have impacted the safety conditions for
interactions between bicyclists commuting from Santa Monica College, drivers, and
students during peak arrival and drop-off hours in the morning and afternoon. Upon
review of the DEIR, we would like to confirm that the proposed off-street lane has been | Aq_g
removed from the project's scope. To support a community’s ability to choose active
modes of transportation, the plan should consider safety and accessibility options for all
impacted by vehicular traffic caused during school hours. Caltrans’ targets of tripling trips
made by bicycle, doubling trips made by walking and public transit, and a 15% reduction
in statewide VMT can be achieved through collaborative improvements to the state-wide
transportation network.

Any transportation of heavy construction equipment and/or materials which requires use T
of oversized-transport vehicles on State highways will need a Caltrans transportation
permit. It is recommended that large size truck trips be limited to off-peak commute A1-5
periods.

If you have any questions, please contact project coordinator Anthony Higgins, at
anthony.higgins@dot.ca.gov and refer to GTS #07-LA-2023-04359. A1-6

Sincerely,
Francea Duw?z

Frances Duong
Acting LDR/CEQA Branch Chief

email: State Clearinghouse

“Provide a safe and reliable fransportation network that serves all people and respects the environment”
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Al. Response to Comments fronFrances Duong, California Department of Transportation
provided via email on December 5, 2023

Al-1 This comment contains introductory information and a summary description of the
Proposed Projects contained in the DEIRRhe comment neither identifies a deficiency
in the DE | Rabalysis nor a new potential or exacerbated significant environmental
impact; therefore, no further response is required.

Al-2 This comment states that the design of the Proposed Project could lead to an overall net
increasef 32 parkingspacesat GrantES and recommends adopting the proposed
improvementslescribedh Section 5.10ransportatjofn the DEIRthat weraleveloped
as part of theCity of Santa Monidcas Saf e Routes to School
Recommendations for Grant.ES

It should be notethat following public comments, the District has provided a minor
modification to Phase 3 of the Proposed Pr@§eet Section 3, Revisions toDE#R),
which provides an optiaturing final desigfor the District to remove the existibé
spaceparking lot at the corner dfearl Streeand 24th Court thereby reducintpe
number of proposed parking spacé&se area would serve as a pedestrian plaza for
student acceskhis would result in an overall increase in parkih§smpfaces (compared

to the62that are existingjhe reduction in parking would not change the environmental
impact analysis contained in the DEIR as the parking dizotans(i.e., school capacity
and staffing) would not change

ProposedSRTImprovements thatadescribedn Page 5.10of the DEHR are being
undertakeseparatelgy the City of Santa Monj@nd are not in the jurisdiction of the
SMMUSD. They involve sidewalk improvements, curb extensions, and pedestrian
markings that are within the public Aghtvay of the City of Santa Monica, and outside

of SMMUSD propertyWhile the District is in support of these improvements and in
close coordination with the City, the District does not have the authority or responsibilit
to advance these projects that would be undertaken by the City.

Although the surroundingidewalkss t r eet s are outside of t h
(within the jurisdiction of the City &anta Monidathe Proposed Projeawould not
conflict with the goal s a andthealiliy®fcthieseves t T
improvements to proceed as planmgdhe CityAs described on page 51600f the

DEIR, implementation of the Proposed Project includes numerous improvements to
vehicular and pedestrian safety access points that meet the intent of SRTS strategies
identified int he Southern Californi &CABABcivei ati on
Transportation Technical Report:

A New bike racks that would accommodate at least 10 percent of regular building
occupants with a goal to reach 20 percent capacity by 2030, consistent with the
Districtwide Plan for Sustainability.

Pagg-6 PlaceWorks
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A Highvisibility striping on crosswalks would be provided at the Pearl Street sidewalk
as it crosses the existing Pearl Street driveway entrance.

A Signage that promotes clear messages to drivers, pedestrians, and bicyclists entering
and exiting the campus would be provided for any new pedestrian paths that would
cross along Pearl Street.

These proposed improvements would serve to further reduce conflicts, improve safety,
and enhance microobility use, and are consistent with the best practices identified in
the 0Street Design/ Engineering Stshipt egi es
Guidelines.

Additionally, inresponse to comments received during the public review period, the
District may implement thdesignoption, to repurpose theexisting visitor and
administrative parking into a community plazhicing overall parking on the campus
from 94 to 80 parking spaces.

Therefore, implementation of abegéerencedeaturesvould meet the intent of the
Cityods SRT Sedyee impactsaarpedaestrins and bicyclists that would result
from the proposed Project. TBEIR adequately analyzes all pedestrian impacts of the
ProposedProject. The proposed design optioaferenced abovdoes not require
recirculation of the EIR because it does not provide significant new information that
would give rise to a new significant environmental impact; a substantial increase in the
severity of an environmental impact; or suggest a project alternative or mitigation measure
considerably different from others previously analyzed that would clearly lessen the
environmental impacts of the Proposed Project.

Al-3 The commenteencourages the adoption ioiprovemert discusseth Table 5.1Q,
Walk Audit Recommendations for Giafadidate the provision of nonotorized travel
options. As discussed in comment2Afroposed improvements that are descrilmed
Page 5.16 of the DHR are being undertaken by the City of Santa Monica, and are not
in the jurisdiction of the SMMUSBoweverthe Proposed Project would not conflict
wi t h t he goal s and obj e cand woald impldment Ci t y ¢
improvements to vehicular and pedestrian safety access points that meet the intent of
SRTS strategies identified in SCAGds Acti

Thereforethe DEIR adequately analyzes all pedestrian impacts of the Proposed Project,
and no revisions are necessary.

Al-4 This comment references a previous comment provided by Caltrans on February 3, 2023,
for the Proposed Project 0s coMentedlatethe o f Pre
proposednew oftstreet lane for drepff/pick-up alongPearl Streett thefront of the
campuswould have impacted the safety conditions for interactions between bicyclists
commuting from Santa Monica College, drivers, and students during peak arrival and

April 202 Page-7
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Al-5

drop-off hours in the morning and afterno@uring preparation of the DEIR and
further refinement athe ProposedrBject detailsthe aboveeferenced dropff/pick-
up lanementioned in the NORas been removed from the Proposed Project.

The commenter also states that the Proposed Project should consider safety and
accessibility optiofigr pedestrians and bicyclists impacted by the vehicular traffic during
school hours. As stated in comment3Althe Proposed Project would include
improvementthatare compatible wiBRTS objectives awduld serve to further reduce
conflicts, improve safety, and enhance moifality use

The DEIR adequately analyzes all pedestrian impacts of the Proposed Project, and no
revisions are necessary. The SMMUSD Board of Education will consider all comments
prior to the finalization of this Project.

This comment states thatyatransportation of heavy construction equipment and/or
materials which requires use of overdizaedport vehicles on State highways will need

a Caltrans transportation permit. It is recommended that large size truck trips be limited
to off-peak commutperiods.

As stated on page 5.18 of the DEIR, dring construction of the Proposed Project,
implementation of Mitigation Measur& Would require the construction contractor to
prepare and implement a Construction Managemerih&avil include a Temporary

Traffic Control Plan (TTCP) to address anticipated impacts to or closures of public rights
of-waydemonstrate appropriate traffic handling during construction activities for all work
that could impact the traveling public (e.qg., the transport of equipchemtarials to

the campus argagnd minimize hazards through indusicgepted traffic control
practicesThe first bullet item iMitigation Measure-T require the District to btain
transportation permits necessary for oversize and overweight load haul routes and follow
regulations of the applicable jurisdiction for transportation of oversized and overweight
loadsTherefore, this comment is adequately addressed in the DEIR and no revisions are
necessary.

Additionally, he District would request an Aftdours Work permit to allow for
construction outside of the allowed hours identified in the SMMC (from 8:00 am to 6:00
pm on weekdays) to allow Proposed Project construction to begin at 7:00 a.m. The earlier
arrival of construction workers would allow them to beeimtink area prior to student
arrival/dropoff, thereby improving pedestrian safety and reducing traffic congestion
during construction activities.

Therefore, implementation of abogéerencenitigation measureould reduce impacts
from construction vehicles that would result fromRiteosed Project. ThBEIR
adequately analyzes construction transportation impact®ofgbgedProject, and no
revisions are necessary.

Page-8
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Al-6 This comment provides general contact information. The comment neither identifies a
deficiency in theDE | Rdhalysis nor a new potential or exacerbated significant
environmental impact; therefore, no further response is required.
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CommenfA2 Tamara Purvis, Department of Toxic Substaantol

Comment Letter A2 N

TN -~
v Department of Toxic Substances Control
Yana Garcia Meredith Williams, Ph.D., Director Gavin Newsom
Secretary for 8800 Cal Center Drive Governor
Environmental Protection Sacramento, California 95826-3200

,‘ “@

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

December 12, 2023

Carey Upton

Chief Operations Officer

Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
1717 4" Street

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Cupton@smmusd.org

RE: DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (DEIR) FOR THE GRANT
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAMPUS MASTER PLAN PROJECT, DATED OCTOBER 30,
2023 STATE CLEARINGHOUSE # 2023010229

Dear Carey Upton

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a DEIR for the Grant
Elementary School Campus Master Plan Project. The Proposed Project, which involves
implementation of a Campus Master Plan, would be constructed in three phases on
approximately 5.41 acres of the 6.01-acre campus. Redevelopment and modernization
of Grant ES includes the demolition and removal of some existing structures, renovation
of three remaining structures, construction of two new buildings, new and reconfigured A2-1
playfields and playgrounds, and two new and reconfigured parking lots. Ten existing
modular and relocatable classroom buildings (P70 through P79), one modular building
(playground restrooms), shade structures, and a portion of one permanent classroom
building (Building B) would be selectively demolished and removed as part of the

Proposed Project, for a total of 76,415 square feet of demolition. The remaining

® Printed on Recycled Paper
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Carey Upton
December 12, 2023
Page 2

buildings would remain as is. The Proposed Project would include renovation and
expansion of the existing library (Building F), which would be combined with Building G
to create a new Library and Maker space; interior renovation of the transitional
kindergarten and kindergarten classrooms (Building A); and improvements to the
Central Garden. The Proposed Project would include the construction of two new
classroom buildings to replace the 10 portable classrooms that would be removed.
Improvements to outdoor recreational areas and relocation and reconfiguration of the
parking lot would also be implemented.

DTSC has identified that the Project’'s DEIR includes a Phase | Environmental
Assessment (Phase I) in Appendix |I. The Phase | was submitted separately to DTSC for
review on September 27, 2022. DTSC issued a determination letter on the Phase | on

December 19, 2022. The letter and additional information on Grant Elementary School

Site can be found on EnviroStor. DTSC determined that a completion of Preliminary
Environmental Assessment (PEA) is needed for the Site to address, but may not be
limited to, the Recognized Environmental Conditions identified in the Phase |.

DTSC requests consideration of the following comments.

1. If the district plans to use California Department of Education (CDE) State
funds for the project, then the district shall comply with the requirements of
Education Code (EDC), § 17210, § 17213.1, and § 17213.2, unless
otherwise specifically exempted under section § 17268. If the district is not

using CDE State funds for the project, or is otherwise specifically exempt
under section § 17268, DTSC recommends the district continue to
investigate and clean up the Site, if necessary, under the oversight of Los
Angeles County and in concurrence with all applicable DTSC guidance
documents. For more information on the CDE State funding, please visit

Office of Public School Construction webpage.

A2-1
Cont'd

A2-2

A2-3
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Carey Upton
December 12, 2023
Page 3

A local education agency may also voluntarily request the CDE site/plan
approval for locally funded site acquisitions and new construction projects. A2-3

In these cases, CDE will require DTSC to review and approve prior to its Cont'd
final approval, except when exempt under section 17268.

2. If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any project
sites included in the proposed project, surveys should be conducted for
the presence of lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos
containing materials, and polychlorinated biphenyl caulk. Removal,
demolition, and disposal of any of the above-mentioned chemicals AD-4

should be conducted in compliance with California environmental

regulations and policies. In addition, sampling near current and/or

former buildings should be conducted in accordance with DTSC’s 2006

Interim Guidance Evaluation of School Sites with Potential

Contamination from Lead Based Paint, Termiticides, and Electrical

Transformers

3. DTSC recommends that all imported soil and fill material should be
tested to ensure any contaminants of concern are within approved
screening levels for the intended land use. To minimize the possibility
of introducing contaminated soil and fill material there should be
documentation of the origins of the soil or fill material and, if applicable, A2-5
sampling be conducted to ensure that the imported soil and fill material
meets screening levels for the intended land use. The soil sampling
should include analysis based on the source of the fill and knowledge

of the prior land use.

DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the Grant Elementary School
Campus Master Plan Project's DEIR. If you would like to proceed with DTSC's school A2-6
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December 12, 2023
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environmental review process, please visit DTSC's Evaluating & Clean-up School 3-

Step Process to begin a Phase | Environmental Site Assessment.

Thank you for your assistance in protecting California’s people and environment from
the harmful effects of toxic substances. If you have any questions or would like any
clarification on DTSC’s comments, please respond to this letter or via email for

additional guidance.

Sincerely,

Tamara Purvis

Associate Environmental Planner

HWMP — Permitting Division - CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control

Tamara.purvis@dtsc.ca.gov

A2-6
Cont'd
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cc.  Governor's Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse

State.Clearinghouse @opr.ca.gov

Dave Kereazis

Associate Environmental Planner

HWMP - Permitting Division - CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control

Dave.Kereazis@disc.ca.gov

Scott Wiley

Associate Governmental Program Analyst
HWMP — Permitting Division - CEQA Unit
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Scott.Wiley@dtsc.ca.qgov

Lina Hijazi

Hazardous Substances Engineer

Site Mitigation and Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control
Lina.Hijazi@dtsc.ca.gov
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A2.

Response toComments from Tamara Purvis, Department of Toxic Substance Control
provided via email on December 12, 2023.

A2-1

A2-2

A2-3

This comment contains introductory information and a summary description of the
proposed Project. The comment neither identifies a deficienc i thear@alysis nor

a new potential or exacerbated significant environmental impact; therefore, no further
response is required.

This commenacknowledges thBXTSC has reviewed the Phase | Environmental Site
Assessment (ESA) that is included as Appendix | to the DEIR, adéteanened that

a Preliminary Environmental Assessment (PEA) is needed to aderafsed
Recognized Environmental ConditigRECs)I n r esponse to DTSCO0s
2022 letter regarding the review of the PhEseitonmental Site Assessment (ESA)

NV5 responded on behalf of the District on January 16, 2023, and stated that SMMUSD
would not be ragesting further DTSC review or oversight for the Proposed Project.

However, the District would adhere to DT
identification and quantification of contaminants within the ground and any remediation
needed, as determined to DTSCO6s health ri

As stated on page 8.1 of the DEIR, &@hase ESAfor Grant Elementary School was
prepared in April 2022. No evidencdr&Cs wer@dentified during the assessment.

Therefore, the DEIR adequately analyzbazdrdous materiatspacts of the Proposed
Project, and no revisions are necessary. The SMMUSD Board of Education will consider
all comments prior to the finalization of this Project.

This comment states that the District should comply with the requirements of the
Education Code if funding from the California Department of Education (CDE) will be
required for th&roposed Project.

The Proposed Projealoesnot require State fundiagd is therefore exempt from the
requirements of the Education Coskctions 17210, 17213.1 and 1721412
contaminated waste encountered would be required to be collected and disposed of at an
appropriately licensed disposal or treatment facility. All materials would be handled,
transported, used, and disposed of in accordance with all federal, dtatel k@wb
regulating the management and use of hazardous materials. Compliance with these
regulatns would reduce the potential for hazardous materials to be released to the
environment during constructigkxdditionallythe District has a School Safety Plan that
outlines procedures to address evacuation, clean up, and communication protocols to
protect students and staff in the event of a hazardous materials spill (SMMUSD 2018),
and Grant ES provides Safety Guidelinessametgency Information to prepare staff,
caregiversnd students in case of an emergency.

Page-16
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Therefore, the DEIR adequately analyzes all hazardous materials impacts of the Proposed
Project, and no revisions are necessary.

A2-4 The comment states thhthiuildings or other structures are to be demolished, surveys
should be conducted for the presence ofdaadd paints or products, mercury, asbestos
containing materials, and polychlorinated biphenyl caulk.

As stated on pade 714 of the DEIR, émolition, remediation, and renovation of
existing buildings and eantfoving activities at the campus could result in the release of
hazardous building materials and soil contaminants sasties®sontaining material

(ACM9, leadbased pain{LBP), and polychlorinated bipheny{PCB3. Mitigation

Measure HAZL require that any existing buildings proposed for demolition or
renovation be inspected by a qualified environmental specialist for the presence of
hazardous building materials, including ACM, LBP, andpfGBto demolition or
renovation activitief hazardous building materials are detected, abatement and removal
of these materials will be conducted in accordance with applicable federal, state, and local
regulations, policies, aguidelines i ncl udi ng DTSC6s 2006 1|1 nte
of School Sites with Potential Contamination from Lead Based Pairticifiesnand

Electrical Transformers

Mitigation Measures HAZ and HAZ2 would ensure proper handling of hazardous
building materials (e.g., ACMs and LBPs) and potentially contaminated soils during
construction to ensure the safety of humans and the environment.

Therefore, the DEIR adequately analyzes all hazardous materials impacts of the Proposed
Project, and no revisions are necessary.

A2-5 The comment states tHATSC recommends that all imported soil and fill material should
be tested to ensure any contaminants of concern are within approved screening levels for
the intended land use.

As stated on page33 of the DEIR,no imported soils would be neces$arythe
Proposed Project. AdditionaMitigation Measure HAZ requirasthe District to retain

a licensed Professional Geologist, Professional Engineering Geologist, or Professional
Engineer to conduct soil sampling prior to any disturbance of the areas suspected of
potential contaminatiolfi the soil sampling identifies the presence of contaminated soils,
the contractor shall prepare and implement a contaminated soils removedidqtian

for removal of affected soils-site Treatment of contaminated soils shall be conducted

in a manner consistent with recommendations in the removal action work plan and the
campus shall be cleaned to an acceptable level per DTSC requiieenBiggict has
included a minor revision to the mitigation, as show in Chapievi§ipns to the DEIR

of this FEIR, to allow for flexibility of remedial action consistent with the
recommendations of the removal action workplan
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A2-6

The minor modification to Section 5Hazards and Hazardous Matexgdsding the
consisteay with the removal action work pliircontaminated soils are identifidales

not require recirculation of tHe2EIR because it does not provide significant new
information that would give rise to a new significant environmental impact; a substantial
increase in the severity of an environmental impact; or suggest a project alternative or
mitigation measure considdyadiifferent from others previously analyzed that would
clearly lessen the environmental impacts of the Proposed Project.

This comment states appreciation from the DTSC to the District for the notice provided
regarding th® oposed Project, and the Districto
people and environment from the harmful effects of toxic substances.

The comment neither identifies a deficien
exacerbated significant environmental impact. However, the statement is acknowledged
for the record. The SMMUSD Board of Education will consider all comments prior to

the finalization of thiBroposedProject.

Page-18

PlaceWorks



GRANTELEMENTARY SCHOOL CAMPUS MASTER PLAN PROJECT FINAL EIR
SANTA MONIGMALIBU UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

2. Responses to Comments

CommenO1 Boris Suchkovsanta Monica Families for Safe Streets

: Comment Letter O1
Santa Monica Families for

Safe Streets Grant Master Plan Draft EIR Comments

Carey Upton, Chief Operations Officer
Santa Monica-Malibu Unified School District
1717 4th St

Santa Monica, CA 90401

Draft EIR Comments Regarding Grant Elementary School Campus Master Plan Project (SCH
#2023010229)

From Boris Suchkov and Santa Monica Families for Safe Streets.

December 12, 2023

Santa Monica Families for Safe Streets is pleased to make the following comments regarding
possibly inaccurate statements, environmental impacts and mitigations for the Grant Elementary
School Campus Master Plan Project (Draft EIR) related to transportation, and to work with the 01-1
project team on further identification of improvements.

Summary

The School District, in our analysis, has NOT made a good faith effort at full disclosure of
transportation impacts for the proposed project. Due to the errors and incorrect assumptions in
this EIR, there is also a fair argument that the Grant Elementary EIR/Master Plan is NOT
consistent with the applicable Sustainable Communities Strategy/Regional Transportation Plan. 01-2
Changes to the EIR/Master Plan documents, a VMT analysis, or mitigation measures in lieu of
the VMT analysis are requested as a result.

Our EIR Scoping comments submitted in February 2023 have not been addressed. Our
comments below clarify and build upon our Scoping comments. 01-3

Santa Monica Families for Safe Streets requests that mitigation measures are added to the EIR
that include an expanded drop-off/pick-up zone for those not using automobiles; no net increase 01-4
in parking spaces; and the removal of the “arrival court” from plans.

Need to Conduct VMT Analysis/Consistency with Applicable Plans

Vehicle Miles Traveled Increase

The Proposed Project would increase parking supply on campus by 50% and add a new
primary access location where there is currently none (24th St entrance) by building an “arrival
court.” Making these enhanced facilities available to motorists will induce new vehicle trips 01-5
(causing an increase in Vehicle Miles Traveled) as staff members and parents who may have
carpooled, walked, biked, etc start driving to/from school instead.

April 2024
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Expanded Student Capacity

The Proposed Project would also expand student capacity of the campus by enlarging it by 12
classrooms and set the stage for a potential enroliment increase as the city grows in population
over the next 10-15 years due to the state-mandated Housing Element development and/or
potential other redevelopment within Grant Elementary’s enroliment zone.

Inconsistency with RTP/SCS

The SCAG RTP/SCS Environmental Impact Report’s air quality, transportation, and greenhouse
gas determinations rely in part on off-model analysis that assumes Safe Routes to School safety
enhancements.The Grant EIR mentions potential Safe Routes to Schools projects that the City
of Santa Monica may or may not implement in the next few years. However, there is no logical
nexus between City intentions and the Master Plan as the EIR does not propose to fund or
construct any significant Safe Routes to School improvements.

Given that the Proposed Project increases student capacity (and potentially enroliment), and
does not include implementation of projects that meaningfully improve pedestrian and bicycle
safety, connectivity, or circulation near and in the school campus, there is a fair argument that
the Grant Master Plan is NOT consistent with the SCAG RTP/SCS.

Exception to the Presumption of Less Than Significant Impact

Given that the Proposed Project is not consistent with the SCAG RTP/SCS, and also will
generate significant new levels of VMT, according to the CEQA Technical Advisory it is NOT
appropriate to presume Less Than Significant Impact, even though Grant is located in a high
quality transit area. Therefore, a detailed VMT Analysis should be conducted.

Required Additional Study

Given that (1) there is no provable demand for additional staff parking; (2) 24th St
drop-offs/pickups are minimal; (3) there is community opposition to more traffic on 24th St; (4)
the Proposed Project is inconsistent with the applicable Sustainable Communities Strategy and
cannot presume a less-than-significant impact on VMT, and that (5) the Proposed Project fails to
include (a) mitigation measures for the expected VMT increase and (b) significant Safe Routes
to School project components, we request that a detailed VMT Analysis is done showing
impacts from the new vehicle trips generated as parents/caregivers start using the new “arrival
court”.

Requested Mitigation Measures in Lieu of Required Additional Study

To reduce VMT impacts from the project below a threshold of significance and avoid the need
for a VMT analysis, we request that mitigation measures are added to the Proposed Project as
follows:

01-6

01-8

01-10

01-11
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1. Evaluate drop-off and pick-up zones and expand these zones for those not using
automobiles. This is critical, given the proposal to increase automobile volume through
increased parking.

a. Cargo and/or electric bicycles, which are much larger than regular bicycles, are
often used to transport children to/from Grant ES. Given that up to 93-94% of
students are transported via mode other than automobile (as per SMMUSD Grant
Bike It! Walk It! coordinator) there is a severe need for safe, dedicated space for
bike drop-offs and pick-ups.

b. The grassy area in front of Building A is currently used informally for bike 01-12
drop-offs and pick-ups. When this area is redeveloped into an expansion of the
outdoor play area in Phase | of the Proposed Project, conditions for parents
dropping off/picking up children by bike will deteriorate further.

¢c. Accommodating bike DOPU can be done most directly by converting the north
(Pearl St) parking lot to a more sustainable multipurpose open area combining an
enlarged plaza for accommodating cargo bike/micromobility DOPU,
loading/emergency vehicle access, and a garden with a sitting area;

2. Any net additional south (24th St) parking lot spaces are limited to 14 maximum o
(offsetting the conversion of the north lot and maintaining net zero parking spaces 01-13
campus-wide);

3. The “arrival court” is removed from the Master Plan and south lot access remains limited 1

to staff/visitors, as it is today; 01-14
4. Any reconfiguration of the south lot maintains the pedestrian improvement elements =

specified in the EIR; 01-15
5. In coordination with the City of Santa Monica, Safe Routes to Schools elements are b=

implemented within 1,000 ft of the school campus, including improved striping on Pearl 01-16

St to safely guide micromobility traffic to the new non-car DOPU area;
6. Consistent with Caltrans recommendations, a Transportation Demand Management T
program is implemented with quantifiable incentives for school staff to take modes other
: ; 01-17
than Single Occupancy Vehicles to/from work.

Details in Support of Mitigation Measures and EIR Corrections T

Rewrite Appendix K to Remove Factually Inaccurate, Unverifiable, and
Conflicting Statements, and Provide an Accurate Mode Share Survey and

01-18
Analysis Based on Correct Information.
The basic factual errors present in Appendix K put both the motives and the conclusions of the
EIR’s entire transportation analysis into question.
a. Appendix K makes a number of possibly false and/or contradictory statements regarding T
student and vehicle circulation at Grant Elementary. The consultant (IBl) claims to have 01-19
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visited the campus on May 3, 2022 to observe drop off/pick up operations. However,
they make a number of easily verifiable errors or misstatements:

“The majority of students are dropped off by a vehicle” (p. K-2).

This has no basis in fact and is provided with no evidence. The consultant
provides no study, survey, or other evidence of this, and yet any rational observer
can see that most student drop-offs are NOT by a vehicle. This is backed up by
Bike It! Walk It! (BIWI) data. (In fact, BIWI is mentioned in the very next
paragraph after the unverifiable claim). Routinely, during BIWI days the school
shows a non-car drop-off rate in the high 80%/low 90%. While a normal (not BIWI
day) has somewhat lower non-car numbers, the majority of students still arrive at
the school entrances by a mode other than car drop off.

“The Pearl Street DOPU area is limited to TK, Pre-Kindergarten, and
Kindergarten students.” (p. K-2).

This is either false, or the consultant is just confused as to how drop
off/pick up works at Pearl St. The vast majority of drop-offs (all grades) occur at
the main entrance on Pearl St (gates near the auditorium). Parents may walk TK
and Pre-K students directly to classrooms. Kids in other grades walk themselves
once they’re inside the main gates. Pick-ups only occur at the side gate leading
to the Kindergarten play yard facing Pearl St, and serve only Kindergarten
students. The consultant may have confused this side gate with the Pearl St main
gate.

“The 24th Street DOPU at the southern end of the Campus is utilized by Grades
1 through 5 students... Vehicles were observed to enter the Campus’ driveway
and follow the counterclockwise circular vehicular pattern within the existing staff
parking lot” (p. K-2).

Again, it's not accurate to assume this entrance is only open to grades 1-5.
This school entrance is open to all grades. At dismissal, grade 4 and 5 students
only may leave through this gate, because they are allowed to leave school on
their own without a parent/caretaker.

Also, private vehicles dropping off students are not allowed inside the staff
parking lot. If the consultant indeed observed DOPU inside the staff parking
lot, the drop-offs violate existing standard operating procedure established
by the school administration several years ago to improve safety on
campus. DOPU here is only allowed at the dead-end street turnaround itself.

[ 01-19
Cont'd

01-20

01-21

01-22

01-23
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iv.  “The arrival court would provide a safer DOPU area for students that are dropped
off or picked up at the southern end of the Campus” (p. K-14).

This is an assumption provided with no analysis or evidence. Very likely,
the opposite will happen. The proposed arrival court will incentivize more 01-24
DOPU to occur by car, which means more students will be put in harm’s way
because of the need to be adjacent to vehicles during DOPU. Even if each
individual student will feel safer by not having to cross vehicular circulation, by
increasing the sum total of trips, cumulative danger to all students (and other
street users in the area of the school) will increase.

v.  “Provision of the arrival court and the two proposed lots at the southern end of
the Campus would improve circulation for vehicles on 24th Street by providing
additional space for vehicles to enter through the new parking lots on either side
of the Campus and exit back onto 24th Street” (p. K-14).

01-25

By “improving” vehicle access (e.g. providing it where currently there is

none, within the parking area) will induce more driving; the number of

vehicle trips will increase, causing more congestion on 24th St and
adjacent streets; increasing GHG pollution; and increasing VMT.

vi.  “All vehicles entering via 24th Street for DOPU operations can be accommodated
on-site within the arrival court, eliminating queuing and/or on-street parking on
24th Street” (p. K-14).

To claim that the arrival court will accommodate “on-street parking” is
inaccurate. Yes, some parents/caregivers arrive early and park on the street
while waiting for dismissal. But they would not be allowed to park in the school
staff parking lot, in any scenario. And presumably they would not be allowed to 01-26
park in the arrival court, because the arrival court is for DOPU operations only.
Due to the ban on student DOPU in the 24th St staff parking lot mentioned
above, the number of cars doing DOPU on 24th St is minimal. Expanding
access by enlarging the parking lot and adding an arrival court would
significantly increase congestion, VMT, and GHG emissions on 24th St and
be a serious nuisance to those living in 24th St.

Address Caltrans and Community Requests in Regards to No Net Parking
Increase, TDM Program, and Safe Routes to Schools Improvements.

There is no demonstrable effort to address existing community concerns and previous 01-27
recommendations from various organizations, including Caltrans.
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