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	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2022120019
	Project Title: SR-39 Reopening Project
	Lead Agency: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
	Contact Name: Karl Price
	Email: karl.price@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 213-266-3822
	Project Location: Near Azusa within the Angeles National Forest (ANF)                                 Los Angeles County
	Project Description: This project proposes to rehabilitate and reopen a 4.4-mile segment of State Route 39 (SR-39) from post miles 40.0 to 44.4, within the Angeles National Forest, in Los Angeles County. The purpose of this project is to reopen the closed section of State Route 39, thereby restoring access between Interstate 210 and State Route 2. This project would enhance access for fire suppression forces, search and rescue, and emergency response personnel, including the USFS
and the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department. It also aims to improve the safety and operation of the roadway while preserving the integrity of the existing facility and its surrounding environment. The Project Development Team has identified Alternative 2: Evacuation Route (Minimal Build) as the preferred alternative for this project. This alternative would offer a minimal approach to providing essential roadway improvements for this segment to function as an evacuation route during emergencies within the ANF. The preferred alternative places an emphasis on providing a secure and efficient route for immediate evacuation off of the mountain. 
	Project's Effects: Please see the Final Environmental Document for a full summary of impacts. This section gives an overview of potentially significant effects as a result of Alternative 2 (Preferred Alternative). 
Noise and Vibration - Construction activities for the build alternatives would result in a substantial, temporary increase in noise levels of as much as 42 to 64 A-weighted decibels (dBA) adjacent to the roadway. There are no “sensitive receptors” in the area, but this could adversely impact wildlife. Noise levels would be reduced to an acceptable level by using standard noise management BMPs and adhering to applicable local, state, and federal regulations. The effect on operational noise levels would be minimal due to the use of standard construction BMPs to minimize the temporary increase in noise levels. 
Biological Resources - Alternative 2 would result in a total of 2.9 acres of permanent impacts and 4.5 acres of temporary impacts to the five natural plant communities on site. There are no identified wildlife corridors in the project area. However, minimal temporary impacts to wildlife due to noise and human/vehicle presence during construction may occur. Potential adverse impacts to Nelson’s bighorn sheep through habitat modification and vehicle collisions may be possible but not significant due to the minimal design features of Alternative 2. Although road improvements will be made, the roadway will remain officially closed to the public, ensuring that traffic volume does not increase. This will further benefit wildlife, particularly species that rely on safe road crossings. Avoidance, Minimization, and/or Mitigation Measures for Biological Resources are provided in Chapter 2.4 of the Final Environmental Document.
	Areas of Controversy: Concerns that have been brought to the Project Delivery Team’s attention through coordination with agencies and the public will require special environmental consideration for the remainder of this project. The proposed project is located in the ANF and therefore will require extensive coordination with the USFS. Although the Preferred Alternative is the least environmentally invasive, it still proposes several structures and work that must be reviewed by the USFS. Coordination with the USFS during the Design Phase would need to occur to obtain a new Special Use Permit (SUP) or concurrence for a Federal DOT easement for any proposed structures outside of the existing right-of-way. Additionally, the Nelson's bighorn sheep, a USFS Sensitive Species and California Department of Fish and Wildlife Fully Protected Species, is known to occur in the project area. Further coordination with these agencies would be required to ensure a minimal level of impact is achieved. Additional information about these project concerns and public circulation results can be found in the Final Environmental Document. 
	List of Agencies: California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)
Regional Water Quality Control Board
State Water Quality Control Board
State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO)
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
U.S. Forest Service (USFS)


