


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































https://www.google.com/maps/place/38.43078237010417N121.39794668712466W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/38.43078237010417N121.39794668712466W


https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4482
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2891
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/survey/population/205/office/11420.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2076


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/321
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7850
https://ecos.fws.gov/ipac/guideline/assessment/population/436/office/11420.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/498
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2246






























































































http://svctenvims.dot.ca.gov/wqpt/wqpt.aspx
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx




















http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/soils/health/
https://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/app?agency=nrcs
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/contactus/?cid=nrcs142p2_053951
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/contactus/?cid=nrcs142p2_053951






































http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_054262
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_054262
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053577
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053577
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053580
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053580
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/home/?cid=nrcs142p2_053374
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/home/?cid=nrcs142p2_053374
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/landuse/rangepasture/?cid=stelprdb1043084
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/landuse/rangepasture/?cid=stelprdb1043084


http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/scientists/?cid=nrcs142p2_054242
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/soils/scientists/?cid=nrcs142p2_054242
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053624
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/soils/?cid=nrcs142p2_053624
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052290.pdf
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/nrcs142p2_052290.pdf
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3-1 
(continued) 

Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek - 4 -
Multi-Functional Corridor Project (WDR018) 
Sacramento County 

Control Board website at: 

9 December 2022 

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board decisions/adopted orders/water quality/200 
4/wqo/wqo2004-0004.pdf 

Dewatering Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction or groundwater dewatering to be 
discharged to land, the proponent may apply for coverage under State Water Board 
General Water Quality Order (Low Threat General Order) 2003-0003 or the Central 
Valley Water Board 's Waiver of Report of Waste Discharge and Waste Discharge 
Requirements (Low Threat Waiver) RS-2018-0085. Small temporary construction 
dewatering projects are projects that discharge groundwater to land from excavation 
activities or dewatering of underground utility vaults. Dischargers seeking coverage 
under the General Order or Waiver must file a Notice of Intent with the Central 
Valley Water Board prior to beginning discharge. 

For more information regarding the Low Threat General Order and the application 
process, visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/board decisions/adopted orders/water quality/2003/ 
wqo/wqo2003-0003.pdf 

For more information regarding the Low Threat Waiver and the application process, 
visit the Central Valley Water Board website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board decisions/adopted orders/waiv 
ers/r5-2018-0085 .pdf 

Limited Threat General NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project includes construction dewatering and it is necessary to 
discharge the groundwater to waters of the United States, the proposed project will 
require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
permit. Dewatering discharges are typically considered a low or limited threat to 
water quality and may be covered under the General Order for Limited Threat 
Discharges to Surface Water (Limited Threat General Order). A complete Notice of 
Intent must be submitted to the Central Valley Water Board to obtain coverage under 
the Limited Threat General Order. For more information regarding the Limited 
Threat General Order and the application process, visit the Central Valley Water 
Board website at: 
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/board decisions/adopted orders/gene 
ral orders/r5-2016-0076-01.pdf 

NPDES Permit 
If the proposed project discharges waste that could affect the quality of surface 
waters of the State, other than into a community sewer system, the proposed project 
will require coverage under a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
(NPDES) permit. A complete Report of Waste Discharge must be submitted with the 
Central Valley Water Board to obtain a NPDES Permit. For more information 
regarding the NPDES Permit and the application process, visit the Central Valley 
Water Board website at: https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/centralvalley/help/permit/ 



 
  

Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek - 5 -
Multi-Functional Corridor Project (WDR018) 
Sacramento County 

9 December 2022 

If you have questions regarding these comments, please contact me at (916) 464-4684 
or Peter.Minkel2@waterboards.ca.gov. 

/Jra:u~ 
Peter Minkel 
Engineering Geologist 

cc: State Clearinghouse unit, Governor's Office of Planning and Research, 
Sacramento 



Comment 3 Response: Peter Minkel, Central Valley RWQCB, December 9, 2022 
 
The City thanks the Central Valley RWQCB for its comment letter. The following is the City’s 
response to the comment letter. 
 
3-1 The environmental document has analyzed potential impacts to both surface and ground 

water which may occur because of project implementation, including potential temporary 
impacts during construction. Please see Chapter 3 Section IV Biological Resources and 
Chapter 3 Section X Hydrology and Water Quality for more information.  

 
The City will comply with all applicable requirements/regulations listed in the letter for the 
Project, including, but not limited to obtaining the following, as listed in Chapter 2.4, Table 
1: 

 Construction Storm Water General Permit/NPDES 
 Clean Water Act Section 404 Permit 
 Clean Water Act Section 401 Water Quality Certification or Waste Discharge 

Requirement 
 

The conditions requiring a need to obtain a Dewatering Permit or Limited Threat General 
NPDES Permit are not anticipated; however, these will be obtained if final design of the 
Project determines these permits are applicable.  

 



Comment 4: Joseph J. Hurley, SMAQMD, December 9, 2022 
 

 

4-1 

4-2 

SACRAMENTO METROPOLITAN 

AIR OUALITY 
MANAG EMEN T DI ST RICT 

December 9, 2022 

Keith Jukes, PE 

Senior Civil Engineer 

City of Elk Grove 

8401 Laguna Palms Way 

Elk Grove, CA 95758 

kjukes@elkgrovecity.org 

Dear Keith Jukes, 

Subject: Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek Multi-Functional Corridor Project Mitigated 

Negative Declaration 

Thank you for providing the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District {Sac Metro Air 
District) with the opportunity to review the project routing for the Initial Study/Proposed Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for the Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek Multi-Functional Corridor. We offer 
the comments below on project development to benefit air quality and public health and reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions. 

California Environmental Quality Act Review: 

Construction 

Staff notes that the MND includes the Sac Metro Air District Basic Construction Emission Control 
Practices, also available on our website. Additionally, all projects are subject to Sac Metro Air District 
rules and regulations in effect at the time of construction. Please visit our website to find a list of the 
most common rules that apply during the construction phase of projects 

Design Comments: 

Urban Heat Island {UHi} Effects: 

According to the Capital Region Transportation Sector Urban Heat Island Mitigation Project (UHi 
Project), the urban heat island effect already presents a severe challenge to our region, with urbanized 
areas in Sacramento some 3 to 9 degrees Fahrenheit warmer than their su rrounding areas. Higher 
ambient temperatures increase the formation of ozone, a respiratory system irritant. These higher 
temperatures can lead to heat stress, heat stroke, and even heat mortality during extreme heat and 
extended heat waves, especially for the elderly, the young, and those with pre-existing health 
conditions . The urban heat island results from converting undeveloped land to urbanized land. 

777 12th Street, Ste. 300 • Sacramento, CA 95814 

Te l: 916-874-4800 • Toll Free: 800-880-9025 

AirQu ality.org 



 
 
 
 

4-2 
(continued) 

Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek Mult i-Funct ional Corridor 

Page 2 

For construction, we recommend (1) all new pavements, including sidewalks, access roads, bike lanes, 
pedestrian paths, and parking lots, having an albedo of at least 0.25-0.5. We recommend that the 
landscaping plan incorporate new trees to shade new the new multi-functional corridor and related 
structures to the extent feasible. The Sacramento Tree Foundation's Shady Eighty gu ide is a directory of 
air-quality supportive trees, a more extensive tree list is available on page 153 of the UHi Techn ical 
Analysis Report . 

We thank the City of Elk Grove for the opportunity to comment on this document. You may contact me 
at ihurley@airquality.org or (279) 207-1130 if you have questions regarding these comments. 

-JJ Hurley 

Joseph J. Hurley 
Associate Air Quality Planner/Analyst 
Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District 

c: Paul Philley, AICP, Program Supervisor, Sac Metro Air District 

Sent via Email. 



Comment 4 Response: Joseph J. Hurley, SMAQMD, December 9, 2022 
 
The City thanks the Air Quality Management District for its comment letter. The following are the 
City’s responses to each of the comments. 
 
4-1 Chapter 3 Section III Air Quality of the IS/MND describes how the Project will implement 

AQ-1 (SMAQMD Basic Construction Emission Control Practices) during construction. 
Please see AQ-1 in Chapter 3 Section III Air Quality for more information. Additionally, the 
City will ensure implementation of all mitigation measures related to the Project before, 
during, and after construction.  

 
4-2 Pursuant to City standards, the recommended design comment for new pavement is not 

required for trail pavement and will not be implemented for this Project. Additionally, tree 
plantings will not be part of the landscaping at this time due to the lack of a dedicated 
water source, insufficient space within the public ROW to plant trees, and to avoid 
additional impacts to the sensitive wetlands and vernal pool habitats in the Project vicinity. 
After construction, temporary impact areas would be revegetated with native species as 
part of Project restoration requirements. 

  
 
 
  



Comment 5: Amy Spitzer, SMUD, December 5, 2022 

 
 

5-1 

Sent Via E-Mail 

December 5, 2022 

Keith Jukes, PE 
City of Elk Grove 

Powering forward. Together. 

Department of Development Services, Planning Division 
8401 Laguna Palms Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95758 
kjukes@elkgrovecity .org 

Subject: Laguna Creek and Whitehouse Creek Multi-Functional Corridor 
Project (WDR018) / MND / 2022110059 

Dear Mr. Jukes: 

The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to 
provide comments on the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) for Laguna Creek 
and Whitehouse Creek Multi-Functional Corridor Project (WDR018) (Project, SCH 
2022110059). SMUD is the primary energy provider for Sacramento County and the 
proposed Project area. SMUD's vision is to empower our customers with solutions 
and options that increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, reduce global 
warming , and lower the cost to serve our region. As a Responsible Agency, SMUD 
aims to ensure that the proposed Project limits the potential for significant 
environmental effects on SMUD facilities, employees, and customers. 

It is our desire that the Project will acknowledge any impacts related to the following: 

• Overhead and or underground transmission and distribution line 
easements. Please view the following links on smud.org for more 
information regarding transmission encroachment: 

• https://www.smud.org/en/Business-Solutions-and-Rebates/Design-and­
Construction-Services 

• https ://www.smud.org/en/Corporate/Do-Busi ness-with-SM U D/Land-
Use/T ransmission-Right-of-Way 

• Utility line routing 
• Electrical load needs/requirements 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Climate Change 
• Cumulative impacts related to the need for increased electrical delivery 
• The potential need to relocate and or remove any SMUD infrastructure 

that may be affected in or around the project area 

SMUD HQ I 6201 SStreet J P.O. Box 15830 I Sacramento, CA95852-1830 J 1.888.742.7683 I smud.org 



 

 
 
 

5-2 

More specifically, SMUD would like to have the following details related to the 
electrical infrastructure incorporated into the project description: 

• SMUD has existing overhead/underground facilities at various locations within 
the project area that will need to remain or be relocated at developer 
expense, these include, but are not limited to the following parcels: 

o APN 116-0030-075: Overhead and underground 12kV facilities on E. 
Stockton and serving customer parcel. 

o APN 116-0022-002: Overhead and underground 12kV facilities on E. 
Stockton and serving customer parcel. Underground 12kV facilities 
along entirety of southern parcel border. 

o APN 116-0030-053: Portion of this parcel included in study area has 
underground 12kV facilities along E Stockton and serving customer 
parcel. 

SMUD would like to be involved with discussing the above areas of interest as well 
as discussing any other potential issues. We aim to be partners in the efficient and 
sustainable delivery of the proposed Project. Please ensure that the information 
included in this response is conveyed to the Project planners and the appropriate 
Project proponents. 

Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD, and we look forward to 
collaborating with you on this Project. Again , we appreciate the opportunity to 
provide input on this Project. If you have any questions regarding this letter, please 
do not hesitate to contact me at 916.732.5384, or by email at 
Amy.Spitzer@smud.org. 

~ 
Amy Spitzer 
Environmental Services Specialist 
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
6201 S Street 
Sacramento, CA 95817 

cc: Entitlements 

SMUDHQ I 62015Street J P.O.Box 15830 I Sacramento,CA95B52-1830 J 1.88B.742.76B3 I s mud .org 



 
Comment 5 Response: Amy Spitzer, SMUD, December 5, 2022 
 
The City thanks the District for its comment letter. The following are the City’s responses to each 
of the comments. 
 
5-1 The proposed impacts to utilities are discussed within Chapter 3 Section XIX Utilities and 

Service Systems of the IS/MND. If deemed necessary, coordination with SMUD will be 
initiated as the Project moves into final design. Impacts relating to Energy and Climate 
Change are discussed within Chapter 3 Sections VI and VIII respectively.  

 
5-2 As described in Chapter 3 Section XIX Utilities and Service Systems, the Project will not 

impact any overhead or underground SMUD facilities. However, the City will coordinate 
with SMUD if final design of the Project will result in any impacts to SMUD utilities.   
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