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CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN DIEGO REGION 

CLEANUP AND ABATEMENT ORDER NO. R9-2021-0042

AN ORDER DIRECTING ROHR AND GOODRICH CORPORATION  
TO CLEAN UP OR ABATE THE EFFECTS OF WASTE DISCHARGED 

FROM THE ROHR/GOODRICH NORTH CAMPUS PROPERTY, 
CHULA VISTA, SAN DIEGO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Diego Region (San 
Diego Water Board), finds that:

1. Legal and Regulatory Authority. This Cleanup and Abatement Order
(CAO) conforms to and implements (1) policies and requirements of the
Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act (division 7, commencing with
Water Code section 13000) including sections 13267 and 13304; (2)
applicable state and federal regulations; (3) all applicable provisions of
statewide Water Quality Control Plans adopted by the State Water
Resources Control Board (State Water Board) and the Water Quality
Control Plan for the San Diego Basin (Basin Plan) adopted by the San
Diego Water Board including beneficial uses, water quality objectives, and
implementation plans; (4) State Water Board policies and regulations,
including Resolution No. 68-16, Statement of Policy with Respect to
Maintaining High Quality of Waters in California (Resolution No. 68-16);
Resolution No. 88-63, Sources of Drinking Water; Resolution No. 92-49,
Policies and Procedures for Investigation, and Cleanup and Abatement of
Discharges under Water Code Section 13304 (Resolution No. 92-49);
California Code of Regulations (Cal. Code Regs.) title 23, chapter 16, article
11; and Cal. Code Regs., title 23, section 3890 et seq.; and (5) relevant
standards, criteria, and advisories adopted by other state and federal
agencies.

2. Basis for Cleanup and Abatement Order. Water Code section 13304
authorizes the San Diego Water Board to require dischargers to clean up or
abate the effects of waste discharge(s) where the discharge creates or
threatens to create a condition of pollution or nuisance.

3. Cleanup and Abatement Order No. 98-08. The San Diego Water Board
issued CAO No. 98-08 to Rohr, Inc., operating as BF Goodrich Aerospace
Aerostructures Group, and its parent company, the BF Goodrich Company,
in 1998. CAO No. 98-08 addresses the cleanup and abatement of wastes
discharged from Rohr’s manufacturing operations located at 850 Lagoon
Drive in Chula Vista, California (North Campus Property). CAO No. 98-08
includes directives to (1) conduct a site-wide environmental site
assessment, (2) conduct a comprehensive storm water runoff sampling
program, (3) conduct a comprehensive storm water conveyance system
investigation, (4) perform a site-wide data compilation and evaluation, and
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(5) conduct interim remedial actions. The first four directives are complete.
Interim remedial actions are currently underway at the off-property area
known as Parcel H-3, pursuant to CAO No. 98-08.

This CAO supersedes CAO No. 98-08 except for the interim remedial 
actions that will occur at Parcel H-3, which will continue under CAO No. 98-
08 until complete. The Dischargers named in this CAO (see Finding 7) are 
required to submit reports pursuant to CAO No. R9-2021-0042. Upon 
completion of the interim remedial actions at Parcel H-3 and submittal of the 
Cleanup and Abatement Completion Report (see Directive B.1.c), the San 
Diego Water Board will determine if the directives in CAO No. 98-08 are 
satisfied and if the directives are met no further work will be required 
pursuant to CAO No. 98-08.

4. Scope of Cleanup and Abatement Order No. R9-2021-0042. This CAO
addresses the cleanup and abatement of all wastes discharged to soil, soil
gas, and groundwater from the North Campus Property manufacturing
operations (Figure 1). This CAO provides the following definitions for “On-
Property,” “Off-Property,” and “Site.”

a. On-Property refers to wastes discharged within the North Campus
Property boundary (Figure 2). The approximately 82-acre North
Campus Property is bounded by F & G Street Marsh and Lagoon
Drive to the north, Bay Boulevard to the east, Marina Parkway to
the west, and H Street to the south. The North Campus Property is
planned for redevelopment and is separated into three parcels:
Parcels A, B, and C (Figure 2). Parcel A is approximately 15 acres
and has been sold to PSIP Wohl Bay Boulevard, LLC (Owner). The
new Owner plans to repurpose Building 29, potentially involving
demolishing limited portions of the structure, and may demolish all
or portions of Buildings 99 and 100 on Parcel A. Parcel A also
includes the vacant properties to the north of Buildings 99 and 100
at 350, 360, 364, and 368 Bay Boulevard. Parcel B is subdivided
into two parts: B-1 and B-2. Parcels B-1 and B-2 total
approximately 34 acres. Subject to a pending lot line adjustment,
Parcel B-1 will be approximately 26 acres and Parcel B-2 will be
approximately 8 acres. The potential buyer plans to demolish all the
existing buildings on Parcel B. Parcel C is approximately 40 acres
and includes 11 buildings. Parcel C is currently not for sale.

b. Off-Property refers to all adjacent areas outside the North Campus
Property boundaries affected by the wastes discharged to soil, soil
gas, and groundwater from manufacturing operations at the North
Campus Property (Figure 3). The Off-Property area to the south of
the North Campus Property includes H Street and the former South
Campus Property. Cleanup and abatement of wastes discharged to
this area must be coordinated with the cleanup and abatement
activities currently underway at the former South Campus Property
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(pursuant to CAO No. R9-2014-0019). The Off-Property areas 
located north, east, and west of the North Campus Property include 
the F & G Street Marsh (a federally protected tidal marsh), railroad 
right-of-way, and Parcel H-3, respectively. Parcel H-3 will be 
redeveloped as part of the Chula Vista Bayfront Master Plan.1 As 
described in Finding 3, cleanup and abatement of wastes 
discharged to Parcel H-3 is currently underway as an interim 
remedial action pursuant to CAO No. 98-08 due to an accelerated 
redevelopment schedule.

c. Site refers to the On-Property and Off-Property areas where wastes
were discharged to soil, soil gas, and groundwater from
manufacturing operations at the North Campus Property. All wastes
discharged to the Site must be identified and cleaned up or abated
pursuant to this CAO.

5. Site History. Prior to Rohr’s occupancy in 1941, the Site had a variety of
historical uses. In the 1920s, a facility just south of G Street and west of the
railroad right-of-way (R&H Tyce/Pioneer Pyrophyllite) manufactured a
cementitious material called Tycrete. The facility included a rotary kiln,
laboratory, and paint shop. Businesses occupied parcels along Bay
Boulevard beginning in the early 1950s that included aircraft parts
manufacturing, refrigeration unit repair, storage, junkyards, and a veterinary
hospital. The property immediately north of G Street was used for industrial
purposes as early as 1918, when a magnesite ore processing company and
aviation company occupied this area. The aviation company included three
machine shops and a plating shop. To the west, where Building 61 is
currently located, the City of Chula Vista operated a sewage treatment plant
north of G Street from the late 1930s until the mid-1960s. There were two
settling ponds at the current location of Building 61 from about 1944 to 1959
and two settling ponds west of Building 61 around 1965. Treated effluent
was discharged to San Diego Bay via an outfall. In 1960-1962, the Unified
Port of San Diego placed dredged fill from the bay along the historical
shoreline on the western portions of Parcels B and C, Parcel H-3, and the
areas west of the site.2

6. Discharge of Waste. Since 1941, structural and engine components for
use in the aviation and aerospace industry have been manufactured at the
North Campus Property. Chemicals stored at the North Campus Property
and used during manufacturing operations have been found in the soil, soil
gas, and groundwater as reported in environmental investigation reports
and groundwater monitoring reports. The chemicals discharged include, but
are not limited to, volatile organic compounds (VOCs), metals, petroleum
hydrocarbons, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), and

1 Chula Vista Bayfront Project 
2 Adrian Brown Consultants, 1998. ASTM Phase I Site Assessment, B.F. Goodrich Aerospace, 
850 Lagoon Drive, Chula Vista, California. June 4. 
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polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) (chemicals of concern [COCs]). The 
discharge of these COCs to the environment constitutes a discharge of 
waste, as defined in Water Code section 13050, subsection (d).

7. Persons Responsible for the Discharge of Waste. Beginning in 1941,
Rohr Aircraft Corporation manufactured structural and engine components
for use in the aviation and aerospace industry in Chula Vista, California. The
company incorporated in 1969 as Rohr Corporation and subsequently
became Rohr Industries in 1971, and Rohr, Inc., in 1992. The BF Goodrich
Company acquired Rohr, Inc., in 1997, and Rohr, Inc., began operating as
BF Goodrich Aerospace Aerostructures Group. Rohr, Inc., operating as BF
Goodrich Aerospace Aerostructures Group, and Rohr, Inc.’s predecessors,
including but not limited to Rohr Aircraft Corporation, Rohr Corporation, and
Rohr Industries, Inc., are collectively referred to as “Rohr.”

In 2001, BF Goodrich Company changed its name to Goodrich Corporation
(Goodrich). On July 26, 2012, United Technologies Corporation (UTC)
acquired the stock of Goodrich (Goodrich Acquisition). As a result of the
Goodrich Acquisition, Goodrich became a wholly owned subsidiary of UTC
and Rohr remained a wholly owned subsidiary of Goodrich. UTC combined
Goodrich with Hamilton Sundstrand Corporation, including their respective
affiliates and subsidiaries, to operate as a new business segment, referred
to as UTC Aerospace Systems.

On November 26, 2018, UTC completed its acquisition of Rockwell Collins,
Inc., through which it purchased all the company’s outstanding shares (the
Collins Acquisition). As a result of the Collins Acquisition, Rockwell Collins
became a wholly owned subsidiary of UTC. Following the Collins
Acquisition, UTC re-branded UTC Aerospace Systems to begin operating
as “Collins Aerospace.”

Most recently in 2020, UTC merged with Raytheon Company, at which time
Raytheon Company became a wholly owned subsidiary of UTC. UTC then
changed its name to Raytheon Technologies Corporation. Following each of
the above, Rohr, Inc., has remained the legal owner of the Property and a
wholly owned subsidiary of Goodrich. Rohr and its related predecessor
companies referenced above are collectively referred to as “Dischargers” in
this CAO.

8. Beneficial Uses of Groundwater. The Site is located within the La Nacion
Hydrologic Subarea (9.12) in the Lower Sweetwater Hydrologic Unit (9.10)
of the Sweetwater Hydrologic Unit (9.00). The Basin Plan designates
beneficial uses for waters of the state and establishes water quality
objectives to protect these uses. Present and potential future beneficial
uses of groundwater within the Lower Sweetwater Hydrologic Unit (9.10)
include municipal and domestic supply (MUN), agricultural supply (AGR),
and industrial service supply (IND). Water quality objectives to support the
MUN use are more stringent than those for AGR and IND uses. The water
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quality objectives for MUN are the Maximum Contaminant Levels (MCLs)3

specified in Table 64444-A of Cal. Code Regs. title 22, section 64444.

9. Threat to Water Quality and Human Health. Since the late 1990s, the
Dischargers conducted environmental investigations for soil, soil gas, indoor
air, and groundwater at the Site pursuant to CAO No. 98-08. The results of
these investigations indicate there is a threat to water quality and human
health at the Site due to wastes discharged from the manufacturing
operations at the North Campus Property.

Soil Investigations

Pursuant to CAO No. 98-08, soil investigations conducted at the Site have
identified COCs in vadose-zone soil. The concentrations of these COCs
exceed the respective Environmental Screening Levels (ESLs),4 which
indicate they may leach into groundwater at concentrations impacting the
MUN beneficial use and may pose a cancer risk and noncancer hazard to
commercial/industrial and construction workers via ingestion, inhalation, and
dermal exposures. ESLs were derived by the California Regional Water
Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region (San Francisco Bay
Water Board), to provide conservative screening levels for over 100
chemicals found at sites with contaminated soil and groundwater. They are
intended to help expedite the identification and evaluation of potential
environmental concerns at contaminated sites.

Tables 1 through 3 list COCs in vadose-zone soil that exceed the ESLs,
but do not represent a complete list of exceedances.

3 Maximum Contaminant Levels 
4 Environmental Screening Levels 
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FIGURE 5
CONCEPTUAL SITE MODEL
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