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LETTER5: BUTTE COUNTY RESIDENTS FOR RESPONSIBLE
DEVELOPMENT (ADAMS BROADWELL JOSEPH AND
CARDOZO)

Response to Comment 5-1
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. On February 13, 2025, the City of

Oroville denied the commenter's request to extend the public comment period beyond the
February 21, 2025 deadlines, as the City provided the legally mandated minimum review period
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15105(a).! To date, all requested materials have been
provided.

1 City of Oroville Community Development Department. Re: Response for Extension of Public Comment Period for
Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) — Ophir Road Warehouse Project (SCH 2022090522). February 13, 2025.
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et al., 2018; Syphard et al., 2007). For example, the 2020 Apple Fire and 2018 Carr fire were
caused by sparks from vehicles. Further, the 2019 Kincade Fire, 2018 Camp and Woolsey fires,
and 2017 Tubbs and Thomas fires were sparked by powerlines or electrical equipment.

Recent wildfires have been exceptionally harmful to people. Between 2015 and 2020
almost 200 people in the state were killed in wildfires, more than 50,000 structures burned,
hundreds of thousands of people had to evacuate their homes and endure power outages, and
millions were exposed to unhealthy levels of smoke and air pollution. Human-caused wildfires at
the urban wildland interface that burn through developments are becoming more common with
housing and human infrastructure extending into fire-prone habitats, and homes and structures
can add fuel to fires and increase spread (Knapp et al., 2021). This is increasing the frequency
and toxicity of emissions near communities in and downwind of the fires. Buildings and
structures often contain plastic materials, metals, and various stored chemicals that release toxic
chemicals when burned, such as pesticides, solvents, paints, and cleaning solutions (Weinhold,
2011).

C. EV Vehicles Will Decrease Wildfire Risks From Vehicle Ignitions

Electric vehicles are less likely to ignite and therefore will reduce the wildfire impact of
the Project. Data from the National Transportation Safety Board showed that EVs were involved
in approximately 25 fires for every 100,000 sold. (Weil, 2024). Comparatively, approximately
1,530 gasoline-powered vehicles and 3,475 hybrid vehicles were involved in fires for every
100,000 sold. Reporting from other countries supports the assertion that EVs are less fire-prone
than gas-powered vehicles. Data from Norway, Sweden, and Australia is consistent with findings
in the U.S., showing that the prevalence of EV fires remains relatively low. (Jolly, 2023).

Catalytic converters are a primary contributor to car fires. (Texas Commission on
Environmental Quality, 2025). The heat generated from the converters can cause the metal
temperature of the converter to regularly approach 800-1000° Fahrenheit under conditions of
high engine loading. /d. If there is any partial ignition system failure, such as one or more
misfiring spark plug or defective ignition wires, the temperatures of the catalytic converter
surfaces and the exhaust system downstream from the converter may reach 1200 to 1400 F. [d.
Further, once hot, the converter will take longer to cool off than other parts of the exhaust system
because of its greater mass. When this happens, it can lead to the charring or burning of
undercoating inadvertently sprayed on the catalyst or exhaust system, charring of floor mats in
the car, or ignition of dry vegetation if the vehicle is operated off-road. /d.

Electric vehicles do not have catalytic converters, thus this risk for the ignition of dry
vegetation caused by an overheated catalytic converter does not exist. This Project expecting a
VMT of an annual VMT increase of approximately 18,553,315 is especially concerning given
the project location is characterized by hot, dry summers and rainy winters. (DEIR at 4.2-1.)
Rainy winters allows fuels such as grass and shrubs to grow exponentially in the spring and then
dry out over the summers, creating the perfect conditions for rapid growing wildfires. The
implementation of electric vehicles would mitigate the risk of wildfires caused by vehicle sparks.
Therefore, the City must adopt the Electric Fleet Alternative.

February 20, 2025
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III.  AIR QUALITY IMPACTS WILL BE SIGNIFICANT, THUS THE ELECTRIC FLEET
ALTERNATIVE MUST BE ADOPTED

Air quality is a significant environmental and public health concern in California.
Unhealthy, polluted air contributes to and exacerbates many diseases and increases mortality
rates. The U.S. government has estimated that between 10 to 12 percent of total health costs can
be attributed to air pollution. (VCAPCD 2003.) Greenhouse gases, such as the air pollutant
carbon dioxide, which is released by fossil fuel combustion, contribute directly to human-
induced climate change (EPA 2016). and in a positive feedback loop, poor air quality that
contributes to climate change will in turn worsen the impacts of climate change and attendant air
pollution. (BAAQMD 2016.) Warehouse projects are well-documented sources of air quality
degradation that can create serious, negative health outcomes for surrounding communities.
(Betancourt 2012, pp. 4-5.) Particulate emissions from diesel vehicles that carry freight to and
from warehouses contribute to “cardiovascular problems, cancer, asthma, decreased lung
function and capacity, reproductive health problems, and premature death.” (/d. at 5.)

The DIER has acknowledged that this project will cause significant impacts to air quality
due to diesel exhaust. (DEIR at 6-6.) Thus, project must adopt the Electric Fleet Mitigation
Measure. Electric vehicles do not emit HGH or pollutants from the tailpipe, and therefore will
not contribute diesel fuels. (Argonne National Laboratory, 2023). A study of the adoption of
electric vehicles in China supports the conclusion that the use of electric vehicles decreases air
pollution. There, a study of over 11 billion VMT of electric vehicles in comparison to gas
vehicles found a decrease of CO2 emissions by 611,824 tons and the amount of gasoline used by
1.6 billion gallons. (Zhao, et al, 2023.)

1IV.  CONCLUSION

Thank you for the opportunity to submit comments on the DEIR for the Ophir Road
Warehouse Project. Given the possibility that the Center will be required to pursue legal
remedies in order to ensure that the City complies with its legal obligations including those
arising under CEQA, we would like to remind the City of its statutory duty to maintain and
preserve all documents and communications that may constitute part of the “administrative
record” of this proceeding. (§ 21167.6(e); Golden Door Properties, LLC v. Superior Court 53
Cal. App.5th 733.) The administrative record encompasses any and all documents and
communications that relate to any and all actions taken by the City with respect to the Project,
and includes “pretty much everything that ever came near a proposed [project] or [] the agency’s
compliance with CEQA . . . .” (County of Orange v. Superior Court (2003) 113 Cal. App.4th 1,
8.) The administrative record further includes all correspondence, emails, and text messages sent
to or received by the City’s representatives or employees, that relate to the Project, including any
correspondence, emails, and text messages sent between the City’s representatives or employees
and the Applicant’s representatives or employees. Maintenance and preservation of the
administrative record requires that, infer alia, the City (1) suspend all data destruction policies;
and (2) preserve all relevant hardware unless an exact replica of each file is made.

February 20, 2025
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7-17 Please include the Center to your notice list for all updates to the Project and do not
cont. hesitate to contact the Center with any questions at the number or email listed below.
Sincerely,
Scout Cobsfg

Legal Fellow

Center for Biological Diversity
2100 Franklin St., Suite 375
Qakland, CA 94612

February 20, 2025
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LETTER 7: CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

Response to Comment 7-1
The comment does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment has been noted for
the record and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 7-2

The comment is an introductory statement and provides a summary of the commenter’s general
concerns regarding wildfire, air quality, and GHG emissions, as well as the commenter’s favor for
the Electric Fleet Alternative. Detailed responses regarding the commenter's concerns are
provided in Responses to Comments 7-4 through 7-17 below.

Response to Comment 7-3

The comment is an introductory statement regarding the role of the Center for Biological Diversity
and does not address the adequacy of the Draft EIR. The comment has been noted for the record
and will be forwarded to the decision-makers for their consideration.

Response to Comment 7-4
The comment provides a general summary of the commenter’s concerns regarding GHG
emissions. Detailed responses regarding the commenter’s concerns are provided in Responses
to Comments 7-6 through 7-8 below.

Response to Comment 7-5

The comment provides information regarding climate change, but does not address the adequacy
of the Draft EIR. The comment has been noted for the record and will be forwarded to the decision-
makers for their information.

Response to Comment 7-6

As discussed on page 4.2-39 of the Draft EIR, the BCAQMD does not have any adopted numerical
thresholds of significance for GHG emissions. Thus, the proposed project was evaluated for
impacts related to GHG emissions in accordance with the City’s CAP. As discussed on page 4.2-
36 of the Draft EIR, according to the City of Oroville CAP, the CAP serves as a Qualified GHG
Reduction Strategy under Section 15183.5(b) of the CEQA Guidelines. However, the City’s CAP
was prepared prior to the passing of SB 32. Therefore, while the CAP is qualified with regard to
AB 32, additional reductions required under SB 32 were not considered within the City's GHG
reduction strategies. As such, to ensure consistency with SB 32, the proposed project was also
evaluated for impacts in accordance with the CARB 2022 Scoping Plan Update, which provides
examples of key project attributes that could be considered to assess a project’s compliance with
the State’s 2030 GHG emissions reductions goals. While the commenter is correct that the key
project attributes in the 2022 Scoping Plan Update are focused on residential development, the
City determined that including a 2022 Scoping Plan Update consistency analysis is adequate,
given the absence of another plan option. Additionally, contrary to the commenter’s claims, the
GHG analysis included in the Draft EIR was not based solely on the 2022 Scoping Plan, but
rather, the 2022 Scoping Plan was used to supplement the analysis within the Draft EIR, the
majority of which was based on consistency with the City’s CAP, as recommended by BCAQMD.
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