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Lead agencies may include 15 hardcopies of this document when submitting electronic copies of Environmental Impact
Reports, Negative Declarations, Mitigated Negative Declarations, or Notices of Preparation to the State Clearinghouse
(SCH). The SCH also accepts other summaries, such as EIR Executive Summaries prepared pursuant to CEQA Guidelines
Section 15123. Please include one copy of the Notice of Completion Form (NOC) with your submission and attach the
summary to each electronic copy of the document.

SCH #:
Project Title: 2023-2024 Sites Reservoir Test Pits, Fault Studies and Quarry Studies
Lead Agency: Sites Project Authority

Contact Name: Alicia Forsythe

aforsythe@sitesproject.org 530-438-2309

Email: Phone Number:

Various locations near Sites, Maxwell, and Dunnigan in Colusa, Glenn, and Yolo Counties
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The Authority is proposing to conduct field investigations (“investigations”) using test pit and trench excavations in
Colusa, Glenn, and Yolo Counties. The purpose of these investigations is to obtain information necessary to support the
ongoing engineering evaluations and design development for the proposed Sites Reservoir and associated facilities. The
Proposed Project would be implemented in and near the Antelope Valley in Colusa and Glenn Counties where the dams,
reservoirs, pipelines, and related facilities could be located for the proposed Sites Reservoir, along with areas near the
town of Dunnigan in Yolo County where pipelines and related facilities could be located for the proposed Sites Reservoir.
The Proposed Project includes up to 84 test pits and trenches for 11 fault studies and 7 quarry studies. Test pits would
provide information regarding the quantity and quality of borrow materials at proposed quarry locations, as well as
information regarding pipeline trench stability; fault studies would provide information in areas of suspected and known
fault traces/zones; and quarry studies would provide information on quantity and quality of borrow materials.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The Proposed Project may result in potentially significant environmental impacts to biological resources, cultural
resources, paleontological resources, and tribal cultural resources. With implementation of the Project's standard
protocols and procedures and mitigation measures, any potentially significant environmental impacts of the Project would
be reduced to less than significant levels. Mitigation measures to be implemented include: Gen-1: Conduct
Pre-Investigation Siting Survey; Gen-2: Reprioritize or Postpone Proposed Investigations if Sensitive Resources Cannot
be Avoided; Bio-1: Conduct Mandatory Biological Resources Awareness Training; Bio-2: General Measures to Avoid and
Minimize Effects on Sensitive Biological Resources; Bio-3: Waters of the U.S./State; Bio-4: Valley Elderberry Longhorn
Bettle; Bio-5: Vernal Pool Branchiopods; Bio-6: Giant Garter Snake; Bio-7: California Red-legged Frog; Bio-8: Foothill
Yellow-legged Frog; Bio-9: Nesting Birds; Bio-10: Bald and Golden Eagles; Bio-11: Swainson's Hawk; Bio-12: Western
Burrowing Owl; Bio-13: Tricolored Blackbird; Bio-14: Bank Swallow; Bio-15: American Badger; Bio-16: Special-Status
Plant Species; Bio-17: Special-Status Bat Species; Cul-1: Avoid Impacts on Cultural Resources; Cul-2: Pre-activity
Pedestrian Survey; Cul-3: Prepare a Post-review Discovery Plan; Cul-4: Conduct Archaeological Sensitivity Training;
Cul-5: Conduct Archaeological Monitoring; Cul-6: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Cultural Resources Are
Discovered; Cul-7: Immediately Halt Ground-disturbing Activities if Human Remains are Discovered; Geo-1: Consult with
Qualified Paleontologist if Paleontological Resources Were Discovered; RTCR-1: Avoid or Preserve in Place; TCR-1:
Treat Resource with Culturally Appropriate Dignity; and TCR-3: Permanent Conservation Easements.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None related to test pits, fault studies, and quarry studies

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

None.
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