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SCH #: 2022080453 

Project Title: Waldo Road Over Dry Creek Bridge Replacement Project 

Yuba County Lead Agency: 

Contact Name: Chris Brady, Public Works 

Email: cbrady@yuba.gov Phone Number: 230-749-5420 

Waldo Junction, Yuba County (14 miles northeast of Wheatland) 

City County 
Project Location: 

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences). 

The County is proposing to demolish the existing bridge (Bridge No. 16C0006) and build a new bridge, approximately 

100 feet upstream, to carry Waldo Road over Dry. Waldo Road and connecting roads Spenceville Road and Camp Far 

West Road, are all lightly traveled routes passing through rolling Sierra foothills terrain. The bridge is located within the 

Spenceville Wildlife Area, a 11,900-acre wildlife preserve and public outdoor recreation area administered by the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. The new bridge will require a realignment of the roadway, which will correct 

the existing substandard curves on roadway approaches to the bridge. The vertical profile of the new bridge will be 

raised slightly to provide sufficient water conveyance beneath the bridge during flood events. This will also require a 

slight rise in the approach roadway elevation, which will gradually decrease until the realigned roadway conforms to the 

existing roadway elevations. Once the new bridge has been constructed, the existing bridge would be demolished. 

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that 

would reduce or avoid that effect. 

The Original Draft EIR was publicly circulated from March 21, 2025 to May 6, 2025. During the public review period the 

County received a comment letter from Beale Air Force Base (BAFB), a United States Air Force base in Yuba County. 

The BAFB comment letter stated that the Beale Lake Dam, downstream of the Project, was removed in 2020 and that 

subsequent snorkel and eDNA surveys identified California Central Valley steelhead and Chinook salmon within Dry 

Creek upstream of the removed dam. The County reviewed the associated survey reports and determined that the 

presence of these fish species was new information and that further environmental analysis of potential environmental 

impacts was warranted, resulting in a need to prepare a Partially Recirculated Draft EIR. The Biological Resources, 

Tribal Cultural Resources, Mandatory Findings of Significance, and Mitigation Measures chapters have been updated 

and presented in a Partially Recirculated Draft EIR. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5(f)(2), if the Draft EIR 

revision is limited to a few chapters or portions of the Draft EIR, the lead agency need only recirculate the chapters or 

portions that have been modified. The Partially Recirculated Draft EIR discloses certain potentially significant Project 

impacts on biological resources and tribal cultural resources but does not change the "less than significant with mitigation 

incorporated” significance conclusions for these impacts, as discussed in the Original Draft EIR, through implementation 

of measures BIO-1 through BIO-49 and TCR-1 through TCR-4. The new measures presented in the Partially 

Recirculated Draft EIR include BIO-43 through BIO-49. The Project maintains a significant effect on the environment 

under CEQA, due to the demolition of Waldo Bridge, a resource that is listed on the National Register of Historic Places. 
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continued 

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by 
agencies and the public. 

One area of controversy is the Waldo Road Bridge over Dry Creek (16C 0006), which was determined eligible for listing 

on the National Register of Historic Places in 1985. Demolition of the bridge is a potentially significant impact to the 

environment. A Memorandum of Agreement has been executed which stipulates mitigation measures to reduce this 

impact, which involve extensive archival and photographic documentation made available to the public via websites, 

plaque, and a booklet. These measures are included in the EIR as CUL-1a through CUL-1c. 

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project. 

Yuba County (responsible agency) 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (trustee agency) 

Caltrans District 3 (responsible agency) 


