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NOTICE OF CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION

Sonoma County Permit and Resource Management Department
2550 Ventura Avenue, Santa Rosa, CA 95403
(707) 565-1900 Fax (707) 565-8358

Sonoma County proposes to carry out the following project. Pursuant to Section 23A-11 of the Sonoma
County Code, it has been determined that this project is categorically exempt from the requirements of
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Project Title: Pine Mountain Communications Vault Replacement

Lead Agency / County Agency of Filing: Sonoma County

Project Proponent (Applicant): Sonoma County Department of General Services

Project Applicant Address: 2300 County Center Drive, Suite A220, Santa Rosa CA 95403
Project Location: 34333 Pine Mountain Road, Cloverdale, APN 117-240-049 and -051
Date of Approval: August 3, 2022

Exemption Filed With: Sonoma County Clerk

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:

The County of Sonoma has an existing telecommunication site facility at 34333 Pine Mountain Road, Cloverdale,
APN 117-240-049 and -051, which site is located on the south flank of Pine Mountain, approximately 4.5 miles
northeast of downtown Cloverdale, Sonoma County, California. The County proposes to replace an existing
vault at the site with a new more fire resistant vault. Upon completion of construction and installation of the new
vault, the County will deconstruct and remove the original vault.

The County’s telecommunications system, which includes a communications towers and equipment, supports first
responder agencies, public safety fire cameras, and other important countywide radio services. This system is
managed by the County’s Sheriff’s Office Telecommunications Bureau (T-Comm).

The site is accessed along a single-lane, gravel roadway that intersects Pine Mountain Road to the southeast. The
existing facility consists of one (1) tower, associated equipment vault, and a propane-fueled emergency generator.
The tower is located just east of the vault and is approximately 60 feet in height. The vault is a wood framed
structure on concrete slab-on-grade. The generator is located on isolated slab-on-grade, while the propane tank
rests on the same slab as the tower. The facility is protected from entry with a fence and locked gate.

The County leases land at this site, owns, and operates an existing 60 ft. tower with multiple microwave and panel
antennas and a vault building. The County tower is a 60-foot tall Rohn self-support triangular truss tower that is
located on an approximately 14 foot square concrete slab.

The existing vault is about 22°-0 long by 10°-0 wide. The existing vault building is a rectangular shaped wood
framed structure and is built on a concrete slab. The building’s footprint is approximately 220 square feet.

The new vault will be constructed of concrete masonry unit (CMU) block and mortar on a concrete pad, precast
concrete roof deck, and will be approximately 10’ x 16” when complete. The existing vault will be operated up to
the point of completion of construction of the new vault, when county will move its radios to the new vault,
switch power and radio equipment to the new vault and demolish the old vault structure.
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The site is located in a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone. The vault has been monitored for deterioration and
shows signs of damage and County has determined its timely to replace it with a building that is more fire
resistant to protect critical county improvements and communications.

REASON WHY THIS PROJECT IS EXEMPT: The proposed project is categorically exempt under
Section 15303 of the State CEQA Guidelines. The project consists of the construction of new, small
structures. In addition, the project is also categorically exempt under Section 15301(b) of the State
CEQA Guidelines. It is the minor alteration of an existing public facility involving negligible

expansion of use.

This Notice of Exemption is filed pursuant to the provisions of Section 15062 of the State CEQA

Guidelines.
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Robert Aguero

Senior Environmental Specialist

Permit and Resource Management Department
Environmental Review Division
707-565-3718
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Project Proponent:
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Johannes Hoevertsz
Director
General Services Department
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