STATE OF CALIFORNIA Gavin Newsom, Governor

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

320 West 4th Street, Suite 500, Los Angeles, CA 90013

May 5, 2025 ENVR 20250400007

Nick Bobroff

Director, Community Development Department
City of Carpinteria

5775 Carpinteria Ave.

Carpinteria, CA 93013

Re: Decommissioning and Remediation of the Carpinteria Oil and Gas Processing
Facilities SCH 2022080026 — Final Environmental Impact Report

Dear Nick Bobroff,

The California Public Utilities Commission (Commission/CPUC) has jurisdiction over rail crossings
(crossings) in California. CPUC ensures that crossings are safely designed, constructed, and
maintained. The Commission’s Rail Crossings Engineering Branch (RCEB) is in receipt of the Final
Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) for the proposed Decommissioning and Remediation of the
Carpinteria Oil and Gas Processing Facilities (Project). The City of Carpinteria (City) is the lead
agency.

According to the FEIR, the Project's purpose is to demolish and remove surface and subsurface
facilities and subsequent remediation of any impacted soils at the onshore Carpinteria Oil and Gas
Processing Facility to accommodate the site's potential future redevelopment. The Project is adjacent
to a private at-grade crossing, identified as Dump Road/Chevron U.S.A. with CPUC No. 001E-
378.93-X and DOT No. 745634F, which provides north-south access to an employee parking lot. The
Santa Barbara Subdivision railroad line, on which the private rail crossing is situated, is owned,
maintained and operated on by Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR).

Upon review of the report, it was noted that portions of the pipeline will be removed under the railroad
right-of-way (ROW). Additionally, pipelines along the bluffs south of the tracks are proposed to be
decommissioned. Any construction activities within the railroad ROW and utilizing the private
crossing needs to be coordinated with UPRR.

The Project mentions remediation of the site for possible future redevelopment but does not state
what it would or could be. Section 4.1.9 of the FEIR mentions that the employee parking lot south of
the private crossing to be maintained to support a future use of the existing pier, but does not specify
public or private use. There is no discussion of what will be done with the private crossing, but based
on possible use of the pier, at a minimum, the property owners should review and discuss the crossing
agreement with UPRR and update any conditional uses to reflect what is planned for the
area/crossing. In addition, there is a public trail on the south side of the tracks (Carpenteria Bluffs
Trail). Should the parking lot become a future public parking lot that utilizes the private crossing, or
if future development allows public access across the private crossing, it will need to be converted to
a public crossing via a Formal Application with the CPUC. Additional improvements to the roadway
and crossing warning system may be required.


https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2022080026
https://carpinteriaca.gov/city-hall/community-development/oil-gas-information/oil-processing-facility-decommissioning/
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RCEB staff is available to discuss any potential safety impacts or concerns at the crossings and address
any questions from the City, and recommends the City communicate with RCEB during its planning
process to help mitigate any safety concerns.

If you have any questions, please contact Oliver Garcia via email at oliver.garcia@cpuc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Anhm

Seniot Utilities Engineer (Supervisor)
Rail Crossings Engineering Branch
Rail Safety Division

CC:  State Clearinghouse, state.clearinghouse(@opt.ca.gov
Kenneth Tom, Union Pacific Railroad, ktom(@up.com
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