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1. INTRODUCTION          

 
Vector control is an important aspect of disease prevention and public health.  Without proper 
management, agricultural production facilities can create or enhance opportunities for vectors to develop 
and proliferate.  Certain land management practices can reduce vector populations thereby reducing 
long–term vector treatment costs, reducing the amount of pesticides used in vector control operations, 
helping to protect public health, and contributing to an integrated pest management (IPM) approach to 
vector control.  
 
Integrated Pest Management is an approach that focuses on site–specific, scientifically sound decisions 
to manage pest populations by matching a wide variety of techniques with the conditions found on site. 
These techniques are commonly grouped into four categories: 
 
1. Source reduction or physical control—environmental manipulation that results in a reduction of 

vector development sites. 
2. Biological Control—use of biological agents to limit vector populations 
3. Chemical Control—larvicides (materials that kill immature larval vectors and mosquitoes) and 

adulticides (materials that kill adult vectors and mosquitoes) 
4. Cultural Control—change the behavior of people so that their actions prevent the development of 

vectors or the transmission of vector–borne disease. 
 
Through the adoption of these policies and procedures, this Plan will provide an outline to effectively 
control vectors by physical, cultural, and biological means.  
 
The Vector Reduction Best Management Practices (BMPs) referred to in this document are the 
recommended land management practices that can provide a reduction in vector populations by various 
means including: reducing or eliminating breeding areas, increasing the efficacy of biological controls, 
increasing the efficacy of chemical controls, and improving access for control operations.  
 
While it is generally accepted that vector production from all sources may be reduced through the 
widespread implementation of vector Reduction BMPs, these policies specifically target the most severe 
vector problems with the greatest likelihood of responding through the use of BMPs. 
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2.  BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES (BMPs)       
 

a. Land Application Areas:  for Land Application Areas, the following are areas of concern and 
recommended BMPs for vector control: 

 
Common Vector Development Areas 
• Vegetated ditches 
• Seepage or flooding of fallow fields 
• Irrigation tail water return sumps 
• Blocked ditches or culverts 
• Leaky water control structures 
• Irrigated pastures 
• Low areas caused by improper grading 
• Broken or leaky irrigation pipes or valves 

 
Special Concerns 
Agricultural practices vary among growers, locations, and conventional or organic production 
methods. Pesticide regulations can affect the ability to use chemical control.  The Best 
Management Practices below are offered as tools to balance the economic and agronomic 
requirements of the growers and land owners with the need for effective vector control. 
 
General Vector Reduction Principles 
1. Prevent or eliminate unnecessary standing water that stands for more than 72 –96 hours 

during mosquito season which can start as early as March and extend through October 
depending on weather. 

2. Maintain access for Abatement District staff to monitor and treat mosquito breeding 
sources. 

3. Minimize emergent vegetation and surface debris on the water. 
4. Contact the County Department of Environmental Health or Mosquito Abatement District 

for technical guidance or assistance in implementing vector reduction BMPs. 
 

Vector Reduction BMPs for Land Application Areas 
 
Ditches and Drains 

 
DD-1 Construct or improve ditches with at least 2:1 slopes and a minimum 4-foot 

bottom. Consider a 3:1 slope or greater to discourage burrowing animal damage, 
potential seepage problems, and prevent unwanted vegetation growth. Other 
designs may be approved by the MVCD based on special circumstances. 

 
DD-2 Keep ditches clean and well–maintained. Periodically remove accumulated 

sediment and vegetation. Maintain ditch grade to prevent areas of standing 
water. 
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DD-3 Design irrigation systems to use water efficiently and drain completely to avoid 
standing water. 

 
Irrigated Pastures 

 
IP-1 Grade field to achieve efficient use of irrigation water. Use NRCS guidelines for 

irrigated pastures. Initial laser leveling and periodic maintenance to repair 
damaged areas are needed to maintain efficient water flow. 

 
IP-2 Irrigate only as frequently as is needed to maintain proper soil moisture. Check 

soil moisture regularly until you know how your pasture behaves 
 

IP-3 Do not over fertilize. Excess fertilizers can leach into irrigation tail water, making 
mosquito production more likely in ditches or further downstream   

 
IP-4 Apply only enough water to wet the soil to the depth of rooting. 

 
IP-5 Drain excess water from the pasture within 24 hours following each irrigation. 

This prevents scalding and reduces the number of weeds in the pasture. good 
check slopes are needed to achieve drainage. A drainage ditch may be used to 
remove water from the lower end of the field. 

 
IP-6 Inspect fields for drainage and broken checks to see whether re–leveling or 

reconstruction of levees is needed.  Small low areas that hold water can be filled 
and replanted by hand.  Broken checks create cross–leakage that provide 
habitat for vectors.    

 
IP-7 Keep animals off the pasture while the soil is soft. An ideal mosquito habitat is 

created in irrigated pastures when water collects in hoof prints of livestock that 
were run on wet fields or left in the field during irrigation. Keeping animals off wet 
fields until soils stiffen also protects the roots of the forage crop and prevents soil 
compaction that interferes with plant growth. 

 
IP-8 Break up pastures into smaller fields so that the animals can be rotated from one 

field to another. This allows fields to dry between irrigations and provides a 
sufficient growth period between grazings. It also prevents hoof damage 
(pugging), increases production from irrigated pastures, and helps improve water 
penetration into the soil by promoting a better root system. 

 
b. Dairy Production Area (DPA):  for the Dairy Production Area, the following are areas of 

concern and recommended BMPs for vector control: 
 

Common Vector Development Areas 
• Wastewater lagoons 
• Animal washing areas 
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• Drain ditches 
• Sumps/ponds 
• Watering troughs 
 

Special Concerns 
Dairy and associated agricultural practices vary; however, these practices need to consider 
mosquito and vector control issues. The Best Management Practices for Vector Reduction below 
offer options to balance the requirements of the dairy operators with the need for effective vector 
control.   
 
General Vector Control Principles 
1. Prevent or eliminate unnecessary standing water that remains for more than 72 –96 

hours during mosquito season which can start as early as March and extend through 
October depending on weather. 

2. Maintain access for Abatement District staff to monitor and treat mosquito breeding 
sources. 

3. Minimize emergent vegetation and surface debris on the water. 
4. Contact the County Department of Environmental Health or Mosquito Abatement District 

for technical guidance or assistance in implementing vector reduction BMPs. 
 

Vector Reduction BMPs for Dairy Production Area 
 
DA-1 All holding ponds should be surrounded by lanes of adequate width to allow safe 

passage of vector control equipment. This includes keeping the lanes clear of any 
materials or equipment (e.g. trees, calf pens, hay stacks, silage, tires, equipment, etc.). 

 
DA-2 If fencing is used around the holding ponds, it should be placed on the outside of the 

lanes with gates provided for vehicle access. 
 

DA-3 It is recommended that all interior banks of the holding ponds should have a grade of at 
least 2:1. 

 
DA-4 An effective solids separation system should be utilized such as a mechanical separator 

or two or more solids separator ponds. If ponds are used, they should not exceed sixty 
feet in surface width. 

 
DA-5 Drainage lines should not by–pass the separator ponds whenever possible, except those 

that provide for normal corral run–off and do not contain solids. All drain inlets must be 
sufficiently graded to prevent solids accumulation. 

 
DA-6 Floating debris should be minimized in all ponds; mechanical agitators may be used to 

break up crusts. 
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3. CONTACT INFORMATION         
 

a. Merced County Department of Environmental Health 
260 E. 15th St. 
Merced, CA 95341 
Toll Free: 800-734-7391 
Phone: (209)381-1100 
Fax: (209) 384-1593 
 

b. Merced County Mosquito Abatement District 
3478 Beachwood Drive 
P.O. Box 909 
Merced, CA 95341 
Toll Free:  800-622-3242 
Phone: (209) 722-1527 
Fax: (209) 722-3051 
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