
Sylmar Self-Storage Building  PAGE 65 City of Los Angeles 
Initial Study  February 2022 
 

APPENDIX B – BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES EVALUATION REPORT 

  

















































http://www.fws.gov/carlsbad/
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/


https://www.fws.gov/ecological-services/
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/topic/consultations/endangered-species-act-consultations
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/species-directory/threatened-endangered
https://www.fws.gov/endangered/laws-policies/esa.html
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/status/list
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8193
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8178
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5945
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3785
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5674
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/4201
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8025
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/migratory-bird-treaty-act.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/laws-legislations/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php


https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://ebird.org/ebird/map/
http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9637
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1626


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8878
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9447
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2084
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1680
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9464
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9410
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9656


https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3914
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3910








http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/pdf/management/nationwidestandardconservationmeasures.pdf
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/project-assessment-tools-and-guidance/conservation-measures.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits.php


https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/eagle-management.php
http://avianknowledge.net/index.php/phenology-tool/
http://www.avianknowledge.net/
https://data.pointblue.org/api/v3/annual-summaries-about-data-types.html
https://www.allaboutbirds.org/guide/search/
https://neotropical.birds.cornell.edu/Species-Account/nb/home
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/birds-of-conservation-concern.php
https://www.fws.gov/birds/management/managed-species/bald-and-golden-eagle-information.php


http://www.northeastoceandata.org/data-explorer/?birds
https://coastalscience.noaa.gov/project/statistical-modeling-marine-bird-distributions/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-12-02/
http://www.boem.gov/AT-13-01/
mailto:Caleb_Spiegel@fws.gov
mailto:Pamela_Loring@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/permits/need-a-permit.php
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/


http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML














































































































































































https://cnps.org/
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Home/Index/
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1056
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/376
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1596
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1599
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/120
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1605
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/144
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/472
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1972
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/447
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/397
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/234


https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/234
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/901
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1934
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1700
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/3163
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1704
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/968
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1322
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1713
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1062
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1729


https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1729
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/1189
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Plants/Details/290
mailto:rareplants@cnps.org
https://www.cnps.org/rare-plants/cnps-inventory-of-rare-plants
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Home/ReleaseNotes
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Search/Advanced
https://rareplants.cnps.org/Search/Glossary
https://www.cnps.org/rare-plants
https://www.cnps.org/
https://www.cnps.org/about
https://www.cnps.org/join
http://www.calflora.org/
http://californialichens.org/
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/jepsonflora/index.html
http://ucjeps.berkeley.edu/consortium/
https://calphotos.berkeley.edu/
https://www.cnps.org/






12121 Foothills Boulevard Storage Project  

Attachment D 
Potential for Special-Status Species to Occur on the Project Site 

 

D-2 

Scientific Name/Common 
Name 

FESA/CESA/ 
CRPR or Other 
State Status* 

General Habitat Description Potential to 
Occur Rationale 

the San Gabriel Mountains in Angeles National 
Forest in Los Angeles County, parts of the Santa 
Clara River system in Los Angeles and Ventura 
counties, and the lower part of the Santa Ana 
River in Orange County, especially areas with 
additional water effluent from sewage treatment 
plants (USFWS 2014). 

Gila orcuttii 
arroyo chub --/--/SSC 

Arroyo chub habitat is primarily the warm 
streams of the Los Angeles Plain, which are 
typically muddy torrents during the winter, and 
clear, calm brooks in the summer, possibly drying 
up in places. They are found both in areas 
generally deeper than 40 cm. Arroyo chub are 
native to the streams and rivers of the Los 
Angeles plain in southern California, including 
the Los Angeles, San Gabriel, San Luis Rey, Santa 
Ana, and Santa Margarita Rivers, and Malibu and 
San Juan Creeks. They have been extirpated from 
much of their native range but have been 
introduced to Chorro Creek in San Luis Obispo 
County and the Mojave River system (Moyle 
2002). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 

Rhinichthys osculus ssp. 8 
Santa Ana speckled dace --/--/SSC 

Santa Ana speckled dace inhabit the Santa Ana, 
San Jacinto, San Gabriel and Los Angeles river 
systems of Southern California. They prefer 
perennial streams fed by cool springs with 
overhanging riparian vegetation and shallow 
gravel riffles for spawning (Moyle et al. 2015). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 
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Scientific Name/Common 
Name 

FESA/CESA/ 
CRPR or Other 
State Status* 

General Habitat Description Potential to 
Occur Rationale 

Amphibians     

Rana muscosa 
southern mountain yellow-
legged frog 

FE/CE/WL 

Southern mountain yellow-legged frog has 
historically inhabited rocky and shaded streams 
on desert and coastal slopes from 370 to 2,290 m 
(1,200 to 7,500 ft) in elevation, with cool waters 
originating from springs and snowmelt. 
Individuals are most often found in creeks with 
permanent water in at least some portion of the 
reach. Mountain yellow-legged frogs seem to be 
absent from the smallest creeks, probably 
because these have insufficient depth for 
adequate refuge and overwintering habitat. 
Pools usually had some type of structure that 
could function as refugia such as bank overhangs, 
rocks, and downfall logs or branches (USFWS 
2012). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 

Spea hammondii 
western spadefoot 

--/--/SSC 
 

Amphibian that breeds in vernal pools and 
seasonal ponds or slow portions of streams in 
grasslands and woodlands. Adults spend most of 
their time in underground burrows in grasslands 
surrounding breeding pools (Jennings and Hayes 
1994). Breeding is typically finished by the end of 
March. Tadpoles mature through late-spring and 
disperse as pools dry (Zeiner et al. 1988-1990). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 
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CRPR or Other 
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General Habitat Description Potential to 
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Reptiles     

Anniella stebbinsi 
Southern California legless 
lizard 

--/--/SSC 

Broad-leaved upland forest, chaparral, coastal 
dunes, and coastal scrub. Occurs in sandy or 
loose soils under sparse vegetation. Generally, 
prefers soils with a high moisture content 
(Stebbins and McGinnis 2012). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable forest, 
chaparral, dune or scrub habitat 
for this species in or near the 
Study Area. 

Arizona elegans occidentalis 
California glossy snake --/--/SSC 

Suitable habitats include barren to sparse 
shrubby desert, sagebrush flats, grassland, 
sandhills, coastal scrub, chaparral slopes, oak-
hickory woodland. The species occurs in 
generally open areas with sandy or loamy soil, 
though rocks may be present (Stebbins and 
McGinnis 2012). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable woodland, 
grassland, chaparral, dune or 
scrub habitat for this species in 
or near the Study Area. 

Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri 
coastal whiptail --/--/SSC 

Open coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and 
woodlands. Frequently found along the edges of 
dirt roads traversing its habitats. Important 
habitat components include open, sunny areas, 
shrub cover with accumulated leaf litter, and an 
abundance of insects, spiders, or scorpions 
(Stebbins and McGinnis 2012). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable woodland, 
chaparral, or scrub habitat for 
this species in or near the Study 
Area. 

Emys marmorata 
western pond turtle --/--/SSC 

Inhabits ponds or slow-moving water with dense 
submerged vegetation, abundant basking sites, 
gently sloping banks, and dry clay or silt soils in 
nearby uplands. Turtles will lay eggs up to 0.25-
mile from water, but typically go no more than 
600 feet (Jennings and Hayes 1994). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat in or within 600 feet of 
the Study Area. 

Phrynosoma blainvillii 
coast horned lizard --/--/SSC 

Coastal sage scrub and open areas in chaparral, 
oak woodlands, and coniferous forests with 
sufficient basking sites, adequate scrub cover, 
and areas of loose soil; require native ants, 
especially harvester ants (Pogonomyrmex spp.), 
and are generally excluded from areas invaded 
by Argentine ants (Linepithema humile). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable woodland, 
chaparral, or scrub habitat for 
this species in or near the Study 
Area. 



12121 Foothills Boulevard Storage Project  

Attachment D 
Potential for Special-Status Species to Occur on the Project Site 

 

D-5 

Scientific Name/Common 
Name 

FESA/CESA/ 
CRPR or Other 
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General Habitat Description Potential to 
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Thamnophis hammondii 
two-striped gartersnake --/--/SSC 

A highly aquatic snake rarely found far from 
water; inhabits perennial or intermittent streams 
with rocky beds and borders of dense willows or 
other vegetation. Will use stock ponds and other 
artificial ponds if they are bordered by dense 
vegetation. Snakes are not found where dense 
riparian vegetation is absent. Known from 
eastern San Benito County (Jennings and Hayes 
1994). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable aquatic 
habitat in or adjacent to the 
Study Area. 

Birds     

Buteo swainsoni 
Swainson's hawk --/ST/-- 

Swainson’s hawk breeds in stands with few trees 
in juniper-sage flats, riparian areas, and in oak 
savannah in the Central Valley and forages in 
adjacent grasslands or suitable grain or alfalfa 
fields, or livestock pastures. Swainson's hawks 
breed in California and winter in Mexico and 
South America. Swainson’s hawks usually arrive 
in the Central Valley between March 1 and April 
1 and migrate south between September and 
October. Swainson’s hawks usually nest in trees 
adjacent to suitable foraging habitat. Swainson’s 
hawk nests are usually located in trees near the 
edges of riparian stands, in lone trees or groves 
of trees in agricultural fields, and in mature 
roadside trees. Valley oak, Fremont cottonwood, 
walnut, and large willow with an average height 
of about 58 feet, and ranging from 41 to 82 feet, 
are the most commonly used nest trees in the 
Central Valley. Suitable foraging areas for 
Swainson’s hawk include native grasslands or 
lightly grazed pastures, alfalfa and other hay 
crops, idle land, certain grain and row croplands, 
and ruderal lands. Swainson’s hawks primarily 

Will not occur 

Suitable open nesting and 
foraging habitat for this species is 
not present in the Study Area or 
surrounding areas. The site is 
small and surrounded by urban 
development. Swainson’s hawk 
would not be expected to forage 
in the Study Area or immediate 
vicinity within 1-2 miles because 
the area is largely developed.  
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General Habitat Description Potential to 
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feed on voles; however, they will feed on a 
variety of prey including small mammals, birds, 
and insects (CDFW 1994).  

Coccyzus americanus 
occidentalis 
western yellow-billed cuckoo 

FT/CE/-- 

Occurs at isolated sites in Sacramento Valley in 
northern California, and along Kern and Colorado 
River systems in southern California. Frequents 
valley foothill and desert riparian habitats. 
Inhabits open woodlands with clearings, and 
riparian habitats with dense understory foliage 
along slow-moving drainages, backwaters, or 
seeps. Prefers dense willows for roosting but will 
use adjacent orchard in the Sacramento Valley. 
Typically requires expansive riparian habitat for 
nesting (Zeiner et al. 1990). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable riparian 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 

Empidonax traillii extimus 
southwestern willow 
flycatcher 

FE/CE/-- 

Nests in expansive montane riparian or wet 
meadows in shrubs, typically willows up to 10 
feet high. Forages in willow thickets or in 
adjacent meadows (Zeiner et al. 1990). Typically 
found nesting between 600 – 2,500 m amsl 
(Zeiner et al. 1990). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable riparian 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 

Gymnogyps californianus  
California Condor FE/CE/-- 

The largest land bird in North America, with a 
wingspan of 9.5 feet, this scavenger requires 
large areas of remote country. Condors roost in 
large trees and nest in shallow caves and rock 
crevices on cliffs. Scavenges carcasses of large 
mammals such as deer, cattle, and seals. 
Currently known from the southern Coast 
Ranges, Transverse Ranges, southwest Sierra 
Nevada, and northern Arizona (USFWS 1996). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable cave or cliff 
habitat on or adjacent to the 
Study Area. 

Polioptila californica 
californica 
coastal California gnatcatcher 

FT/--/SSC 

Occupies open coastal scrub habitat with 
California sagebrush (Artemisia californica) as a 
dominant or co-dominant species. Found in arid 
washes, on mesas, and on slopes of coastal hills. 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable coastal scrub 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area. 
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Name 

FESA/CESA/ 
CRPR or Other 
State Status* 

General Habitat Description Potential to 
Occur Rationale 

Mostly absent from coastal areas dominated by 
white sage (Salvia apiana) or lemonadeberry 
(Rhus integrifolia) (USFWS 2010). 

Vireo bellii pusillus 
least Bell's vireo FE/CE/-- 

Is an obligate riparian species during the 
breeding season that prefers early successional 
habitat (USFWS 1998). Typically found in 
structurally diverse habitat such as cottonwood-
willow forests, oak woodlands, and mule fat 
scrub (USFWS 1998) that generally contains both 
canopy and shrub layers and includes some 
associated upland habitat. This species will 
winter in arroyos that contain mesquite scrub 
habitat and are not limited to willow dominated 
habitats.  

Will not occur 

There is no suitable riparian 
woodland or scrub habitat for 
this species in or near the Study 
Area. 
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Mammals     

Corynorhinus townsendii 
Townsend's big-eared bat --/--/SSC 

Widely distributed throughout California except 
alpine and subalpine habitats. This species eats 
moths, beetles and other insects, which it 
catches on the wing or by gleaning from 
vegetation. Typically found near water since it is 
poor at concentrating its urine. This species uses 
caves, mines, tunnels, buildings and human 
made structures for roosting. Maternity roosts 
are typically in warm sites. Hibernation sites are 
typically cold, but not freezing. This species is 
very sensitive to disturbance and may abandon 
its roost after one visit (Zeiner et al. 1990). 

Will not occur 

The vacant house in the Study 
Area provides suitable roosting 
habitat for the species; however, 
the high levels of human 
disturbance in the Study Area 
and its vicinity would deter the 
species from roosting in the area. 
The nearest recorded occurrence 
of the species is 1.1 miles 
northeast of the Study Area in 
Kagel Canyon. This occurrence is 
dated to 1940 (CDFW 2022). 
There are no recent records of 
this species in the project 
vicinity. 

Lepus californicus bennettii 
San Diego black-tailed 
jackrabbit 

--/--/SSC 

Occurs primarily in open habitats including 
coastal sage scrub, chaparral, grasslands, 
croplands, and open, disturbed areas if there is 
at least some shrub cover present 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable cropland, 
grassland, chaparral, or scrub 
habitat for this species in or near 
the Study Area.  

Onychomys torridus ramona 
southern grasshopper mouse --/--/SSC 

Sandy valley floors within desert scrub habitat 
with low to moderate shrub cover and friable 
soils, but also found in coastal scrub and 
chaparral habitats. 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable chapparal or 
scrub habitat for this species in 
or near the Study Area. 

Plants     

Astragalus brauntonii 
Braunton's milk-vetch FE/--/1B.1 

Small perennial herb. Occurs in recently burned 
or disturbed areas, usually on sandstone within 
chaparral, coastal scrub, or grasslands. Prefers 
hilltops, or saddles and bowls between hills. 
Elevation range 0-2000 feet. Blooming period 
March-July (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable grassland, 
chaparral or scrub habitat for this 
species in the Study Area. 

Berberis nevinii 
Nevin's barberry FE/CE/1B.1 Shrub. Occurs in sandy and gravelly places in 

coastal sage scrub or chaparral, and chaparral Will not occur There is no suitable chaparral or 
scrub habitat for this species in 
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CRPR or Other 
State Status* 

General Habitat Description Potential to 
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with strong desert affinities. Elevation below 
2,133 ft. Flowering period Mar-Jun (CNPS 2022). 

the Study Area. 

Calochortus clavatus var. 
gracilis 
slender mariposa-lily 

--/--/1B.2 

Small native perennial herb that grows in 
Southern California, primarily in the Transverse 
Range region. It tends to grow in rocky slopes 
and open areas. Elevation range 1000-3200 feet. 
Blooming period is March to June (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable rocky slope 
habitat for this species in the 
Study Area. 

Centromadia parryi ssp. 
australis 
southern tarplant 

--/--/1B.1 

Annual herb. Found at the margins of salt 
marshes, vernally mesic areas within grasslands, 
and vernal pools. Found in the coastal regional 
from Santa Barbara County south to San Diego 
County.  Flowering Period: May to November. 
Elevation: below 1575 feet (480 meters) (CNPS 
2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable vernal pool 
habitat for this species in the 
Study Area. 

Chorizanthe parryi var. 
fernandina 
San Fernando Valley 
spineflower 

--/CE/1B.1 

An annual herb found in sandy soils in coastal 
scrub habitat and valley and foothill grasslands 
from 490 - 4005 feet elevation. Blooming Period: 
Apr-Jul (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable grassland or 
scrub habitat for this species in 
the Study Area. 

Dodecahema leptoceras 
slender-horned spineflower FE/CE/1B.1 

Annual herb. Found in sandy and gravelly soils or 
alluvial fans in coastal sage scrub, chaparral, and 
woodlands. Found in the San Gabriel, San 
Bernardino, and San Jacinto Mountains and the 
western transverse and Peninsular ranges of Los 
Angeles, San Bernardino, and Riverside Counties. 
Flowering Period: April to June. Elevation: 665 to 
2495 feet (200 to 760 meters) (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable woodland, 
chaparral or scrub habitat for this 
species in the Study Area. 
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General Habitat Description Potential to 
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Dudleya densiflora 
San Gabriel Mountains 
dudleya 

--/--/1B.1 

A perennial herb found in granitic soils on cliffs 
and canyon walls in chaparral, cismontane 
woodland, coastal scrub, lower montane 
coniferous forest, and riparian woodland habitats 
from 800 - 2000 feet elevation. Blooming Period: 
Mar-Jul (CNPS 2022). 
 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable cliff or 
canyon wall habitat for this 
species in the Study Area. 

Horkelia cuneata var. 
puberula 
mesa horkelia 

--/--/1B.1 

Perennial herb. Occurs in sandy or gravelly soils 
of maritime chaparral, coastal sage scrub, and 
woodlands. Flowering Period: February to July. 
Elevation: 230 to 2,657 feet (70 and 810 meters) 
(CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable woodland, 
chaparral or scrub habitat for this 
species in the Study Area. 

Imperata brevifolia 
California satintail --/--/2B.1 

A perennial rhizomatous herb found in alkali 
mesic microsites in chaparral, coastal scrub, 
Mojavean desert scrub, meadows, seeps, and 
riparian scrub habitat from 0 - 3985 feet 
elevation. Blooming Period: Sep-May (CNPS 
2022). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable meadow, 
seep, riparian, chaparral or scrub 
habitat for this species in the 
Study Area. 

Malacothamnus davidsonii 
Davidson's bush-mallow --/--/1B.2 

A perennial deciduous shrub found in chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, coastal scrub and riparian 
woodland habitats from 605 - 3740 feet 
elevation. Blooming Period: Jun-Jan (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 

There is no suitable woodland, 
riparian, chaparral or scrub 
habitat for this species in the 
Study Area. 

Orcuttia californica 
California Orcutt grass FE/CE/1B.1 

A grass that is native to southern California and 
northern Baja California that grows in vernal pool 
habitats. Elevation range 50-2100 feet. Blooming 
period is April to August (CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur There are no vernal pools in the 
Study Area. 

Rorippa gambellii 
Gambel's watercress FE/ 

A perennial rhizomatous herb found in brackish 
and freshwater marshes and swamps from 15 - 
1085 feet. Blooming Period: Apr-Oct (CNPS 
2022).  

Will not occur 
There is no suitable marsh or 
swamp habitat for this species in 
the Study Area. 
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Symphyotrichum greatae 
Greata's aster --/--/1B.3 

A perennial rhizomatous herb found in mesic 
sites in broadleafed upland forest, chaparral, 
cismontane woodland, lower montane 
coniferous forest, and riparian woodland habitats 
from 985 - 6595 feet. Blooming Period: Jun-Oct 
(CNPS 2022). 

Will not occur 
There is no suitable woodland, 
chaparral or riparian habitat for 
this species in the Study Area. 

Sensitive Natural 
Communities     

Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage 
Scrub  

Riversidean alluvial fan sage scrub is a 
Mediterranean shrubland type that occurs in 
washes and on gently sloping alluvial fans. 
Alluvial scrub is made up predominantly of 
drought-deciduous soft-leaved shrubs, but with 
significant cover of larger perennial species 
typically found in chaparral (Kirkpatrick and 
Hutchinson, 1977). Scalebroom (Lepidospartum 
squamatum) generally is regarded as an indicator 
of Riversidean alluvial scrub. 

Not Present 
There is no Riversidian alluvial 
fan sage scrub habitat present in 
the Study Area. 

Southern Coast Live Oak 
Riparian Forest  

Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest is similar 
to Coast Live Oak Woodland but is characterized 
by a denser canopy which is largely closed. This 
community typically occurs in well-shaded valley 
bottoms and along low, adjacent slopes 

Not Present 
There is no southern coast live 
oak riparian forest habitat 
present in the Study Area. 

Southern Cottonwood Willow 
Riparian Forest  

Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest is a 
tall, open, deciduous riparian forest dominated 
by Fremont’s cottonwood (Popuius fremontii), 
western sycamore, and various tree willows 
(Salix spp.). Understories are usually shrubby 
willows. This community usually occurs on the 
lower gradient reaches of perennial drainages 
where it is best represented in subirrigated 
canyon bottoms and overflow areas as well as 
along stream sides.  

Not Present 
There is no southern cottonwood 
willow riparian forest habitat 
present in the Study Area. 
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Scientific Name/Common 
Name 

FESA/CESA/ 
CRPR or Other 
State Status* 

General Habitat Description Potential to 
Occur Rationale 

Southern Mixed Riparian 
Forest  

Southern riparian forests and woodlands are 
comprised of winter-deciduous trees that require 
water near the soil surface. Willow cottonwood 
(Populus sp.) and western sycamore (Platanus 
racemosa) form a dense medium height 
woodland or forest in moist canyons and 
drainage bottoms. Associated understory species 
include mule fat (Baccharis salicifolia), stinging 
nettle (Urtica dioica ssp. holosericea), and wild 
grape (Vitis girdiana). 

Not Present 
There is no southern mixed 
riparian forest habitat present in 
the Study Area. 

Southern Sycamore Alder 
Riparian Woodland  

Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian Woodland is a 
tall deciduous streamside woodland that is 
dominated by western sycamore (Platanus 
racemosa) and occasional white alders. These 
woodland stands seldom form closed canopies 
and may even appear as trees scattered in a 
shrubby thicket. The community is typically 
associated with rocky stream beds that are 
subject to high intensity flooding.  

Not Present 
There is no southern sycamore 
alder riparian woodland habitat 
present in the Study Area. 

 

Note: Bold font indicates a species with the potential to occur in the Study Area; these species are evaluated in detail in the body of the report.  
*FESA=Federal Endangered Species Act; CESA=California Endangered Species Act; FE – FESA endangered; FT – FESA threatened; FC – FESA candidate; FD – FESA delisted; CE – 

CESA endangered; CT – CESA threatened; FP – Fully Protected; SSC – state species of special concern; CRPR – California Rare Plant Rank (see definitions of CRPR rankings below)  
CNPS ratings:  1A = Presumed extirpated in California and rare elsewhere 

1B = Rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere 
1B.1 = Seriously endangered in California (over 80% of occurrences threatened / high degree and immediacy of threat) 
1B.2 = Fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened) 
1B.3 = Not very endangered in California (fewer than 20% of occurrences threatened) 
2B = Rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere. 
2B.2 = Fairly endangered in California (20-80% occurrences threatened) 
3 – more information needed 

Global and State rankings in descending order of sensitivity (1=critically imperiled; 5=demonstrably secure). 
Status in the Study Area is assessed as follows. Will Not Occur: Species is either sessile (i.e., plants) or so limited to a particular habitat that it cannot disperse on its own and/or 
habitat suitable for its establishment and survival does not occur in the Study Area; Not Expected: Species moves freely and might disperse through or across the Study Area, but 
suitable habitat for residence or breeding does not occur in the Study Area, potential for an individual of the species to disperse through or forage in the site cannot be excluded 
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with 100% certainty; Presumed Absent: Habitat suitable for residence and breeding occurs in the Study Area; however, focused surveys conducted for the current project were 
negative; May Occur: Species was not observed on the site and breeding habitat is not present but the species has the potential to utilize the site for dispersal; High: Habitat 
suitable for residence and breeding occurs in the Study Area and the species has been recorded recently in or near the Study Area, but was not observed during surveys for the 
current project; Present: The species was observed during biological surveys for the current project and is assumed to occupy the Study Area or utilize the Study Area during 
some portion of its life cycle. 
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Table E-1. Plant Species Observed on the Project Site 

Family Species Name Common Name Status1 
Native    
Adoxiaceae Sambucus mexicana Mexican elderberry  
Arecaceae Washingtonia robusta Mexican fan palm -- 
Asteraceae   Artemisia californica California sagebrush -- 
Cupressaceae Sequoia sempervirens coastal redwood -- 
Fagaceae Quercus agrifolia coast live oak -- 
 Quercus durata leather oak -- 
Oleaceae Fraxinus dipetala California Ash -- 
Polygonaceae Eriogonum fasciculatum California buckwheat -- 
Non-native    
Amaranthaceae Chenopodium vulvaria stinking goosefoot -- 
 Salsola soda opposite-leafed Russian thistle Moderate 
Amaryllidaceae Narcissus poeticus daffodil -- 
Asteraceae Lactuca serriola prickly lettuce  -- 
 Taraxacum officinale dandelion -- 
Brassicaceae Brassica nigra black mustard Moderate 
Caprifoliaceae Lonicera caprifolium common honeysuckle -- 
Geraniaceae Erodium cicutarium redstem filaree Limited 
 Geranium molle Dove's-foot Crane's-bill -- 
Lauraceae Persea americana avocado -- 
Lythraceae Lagerstroemia indica crape myrtle -- 
Magnoliaceae Magnolia grandiflora southern magnolia -- 
Oleaceae Ligustrum lucidum glossy privet Limited 
Oxalidaceae Oxalis corniculata creeping woodsorrel -- 
Poaceae Avena fatua common wild oat Moderate 
 Briza minor little quakinggrass -- 
 Bromus hordeaceus soft brome Limited 
 Cynodon dactylon Bermuda grass Moderate 
 Festuca perennis Italian rye-grass Moderate 
 Elymus caput-medusae medusahead High 
Rosaceae Rosa sp. rose  -- 
Sapindaceae Koelreuteria paniculata goldenrain tree -- 
Solanaceae Nicotiana glauca tree tobacco Moderate 
 Solanum nigrum black nightshade  
1Status of native species is federal listing/state listing/California Rare Plant Rank; Status for non-native species is California Invasive 

Species Council invasiveness rating. 
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Table E-2. Wildlife Species Observed on the Project Site 

Order/Family Species Name Common Name Status1 

Birds    
Accipitriformes    
     Accipitridae Buteo jamaicensis red-tailed hawk -- 
Apodiformes    
      Trochilidae Calypte anna Anna’s hummingbird -- 
Columbiformes    
       Columbidae Columba livia rock dove -- 
 Zenaida macroura mourning dove -- 
Passeriformes 

   

Corvidae Corvus brachyrhynchos  American crow -- 
 Corvus corax common raven -- 
Fringillidae Haemorhous mexicanus house finch -- 
Passerelidae Melozone crissalis California towhee -- 
 Passer domesticus house sparrow -- 
 Psaltriparus minimus bushtit -- 
 Troglodytes aedon house wren -- 
 Zonotrichia leucophrys white-crowned sparrow -- 

  Reptiles    
Iguania    
     Phrynosomatidae Sceloporus occidentalis western fence lizard -- 
1Status for animal species is ESA/CESA listing or other sensitivity. 
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Photo 1: View of construction debris in the Study Area. Photo taken February 5, 2022. 

 
Photo 2: View of staged scaffolding equipment in the Study Area. Photo taken February 5, 
2022. 
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Photo 3: View of disturbed coastal sage scrub adjacent to the Study Area along the berm 
leading to I-210. Photo taken February 5, 2022. 

 
Photo 4: View of a mature Mexican elderberry tree located in the center of the Study Area. 
Photo taken February 5, 2022. 
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Photo 5: View of the vacant house in the southwestern corner of the Study Area. Photo 
taken February 5, 2022. 
 

 
Photo 6: View of coast live oaks lining the perimeter of the Study Area. Photo taken 
February 5, 2022. 
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Seven Elk Ranch Design Inc. 
5328 Alhama Drive  Woodland Hills, California 91364                                                                                                  Phone (805) 577-8432 
100 Brady Lane  Hamilton, Montana 59840 (mailing address)  

 
April 7, 2022 
 
Ms. Margo D. Conley 
Vice President of Development 
12121 Foothill Boulevard LLC 
20929 Ventura Boulevard, Suite 47-521 
Woodland Hills, California 91364-2334 
 
Subject: Protected Tree Inventory 

12121 Foothill Boulevard, Sylmar, California 91342 

Dear Ms. Conley: 
As requested, we performed an inventory of the protected trees located at 12121 Foothill Boulevard, 
Sylmar, California. The inventory was performed on July 20, 2021, by associate Registered Consulting 
Arborist, Ann Burroughs. 
At the time of the site inspection, the parcel and immediate vicinity contained a total of 14 protected trees. 
We anticipate that two of the protected trees will require removal to construct the project as proposed. 
During final design we will work with the project engineer to create retaining walls where required to 
preserve the remaining trees. 
An inventory of the trees is contained in the attached table. Also attached is a copy of the proposed 
grading plan for the project, showing the location of each protected tree. A full Protected Tree Report will 
be prepared at the time required for the City of Los Angeles Urban Forestry Division review of the project. 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.  
Sincerely, 

 

KAY J. GREELEY 
President 
Civil Engineer 37396 
Landscape Architect 4035 
ISA Board Certified Arborist WE-1140B 
ISA Tree Risk Assessment Qualified 
Member, American Society of Consulting Arborists 
ASCA Tree and Plant Appraisal Qualified 
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