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HYDROLOGY AND HYDRAULIC ANALYSIS

This study was performed under the guidelines established by the Healdsburg Engineering Design
Standards Section 4 dated 8/4/2008 and the Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA) in their publication
Flood Management Design Manual (2020).

GENERAL

The 155 Dry Creek Road project includes the development of multi-family housing on an existing
undeveloped site along Foss Creek. The site is located along the north side of Dry Creek Rd in the narrow
parcel between Foss Creek and the Sonoma Marina Area Rail Transit (SMART) train tracks. The existing
parcel (APN 089-071-002) is  3.52 acres and is currently undeveloped and currently covered in dense low
vegetation. A large area of the existing site has been determined to be wetlands. The intent for the
development is to construct two multi-family residential buildings totaling approximately 18,500sf and all
associated asphalt parking and walkways. This will overlap with the existing wetlands so the removed area
shall be replaced at a 2:1 ratio on site. Between the site development and the wetland mitigation efforts
the goal is to maintain existing drainage patterns and develop a healthy functional wetland to replace the
portion removed.

The immediate project development includes the clearing and grubbing of the existing site and the course
grading required for the installation of the proposed parking, sidewalks and the proposed buildings. Both
construction and final vehicle access to the project will be provided along Dry Creek Rd. No additional
access shall be required.

FEMA maps were observed to help determine whether the area being developed is subject to routine
flooding.   The  project  area  is  split  between  2  F.I.R.M.  Panels  Numbered  344  and  363  of  1150  (Map
Number 06097C0344E and 06097C363E Respectively). The published F.I.R.M. indicates the majority of the
site is designated within Zone A which is area determined to be within the 1% Special Flood Hazard Areas.
This corresponds with the 100-year storm event. More current and unpublished information available on
the FEMA FIRMette website. This indicate the areas within the site designated as Regulatory Floodways
and channel sections where the Base Flood Elevation (BFE) has been determined. The FEMA established
approximate flood surface elevation for the site ranges from 129.4ft to 133.8ft along the channel.
Excerpts from the F.I.R.M. have been included in the body of this report for reference.

PRE-DEVELOPMENT

These calculations are performed under the guidelines established by the Sonoma County Water Agency
(SCWA) in their publication Flood Management Design Manual (2020).

The rainfall intensities were determined using the NOAA precipitation data and the method outlined in
the SCWA Flood Management Design Manual. C values for the post-development condition were
determined using composite C calculations in the SCWA Flood Management Design Manual and can be
found on Exhibits #1.

Summaries of the pre-development values used are as follows:

Runoff Coefficient (C-Factor) 0.5 Exhibits #1
Time of Concentration (Tc) 7 minutes SCWA for Commercial Properties
Time of Concentration (Tc) 10 minutes SCWA for lots <1/2 acre
10-Yr Intensity at Initial Tc=7 minutes 3.08” /hr
25-Yr Intensity at Initial Tc=7 minutes 3.67” /hr
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The existing site has multiple small areas which sheet flow and collect to discharge areas along Foss Creek.
One of these areas has a culvert coming from an off-site source located along the east side of the SMART
railway tracks. This larger tributary area sheet flows similar to the project site but includes multiple cover
types including asphalt paving, gravel, a sports field, etc and is approximately 15.5 acres with an average
slope  of  1.5%.  The  24”  culvert  discharges  to  the  site  and  flows  through  the  wetland  into  Foss  Creek.  A
small area along the south edge including minor site area and public street collects in an area drain which
is connected into the city storm drainage system. It discharged further downstream into Foss Creek under
the nearby bridge.

POST-DEVELOPMENT

This study was performed under the guidelines established by the Sonoma County Water Agency (SCWA)
in their publication Flood Management Design Manual (2020).

The rainfall intensities were determined using the NOAA precipitation data and the method outlined in
the SCWA Flood Management Design Manual. C-Factor values for the post-development condition were
determined using composite C calculations in the SCWA Flood Management Design Manual and can be
found on Exhibit 3.

Summaries of the post-development values used are as follows:

Runoff Coefficient (C-Factor) Varies Multi-Residential Properties
Time of Concentration (Tc) 7 minutes SCWA for multi-Residential Properties
Time of Concentration (Tc) 10 minutes SCWA for lots <1/2 acre
10-Yr Intensity at Initial Tc=7 minutes 3.08” /hr
25-Yr Intensity at Initial Tc=7 minutes 3.69” /hr

NOAA Precipitation intensities and Bentley StormCAD used to determine 10-year and 100-yrear rainfall
intensities for the site. NOAA precipitation data can be found in the appendices.

Area C-factors are given on the drainage exhibit. Conservative estimates were given for each of the
developed tributary areas.

The proposed site shall have drainage similar to the existing site. The site hardscape improvement will be
along the east side of the site nearest the train tracks. The reconstructed wetland will be developed in
between the new hardscapes and the existing creek. Hardscape drainage collected in drain inlets and
discharged to the site bioretention BMP’s first in accordance with the MS4 permit and the Stormwater
Low Impact Development design manual. Once the BMP’s reach their saturation capacity, excess flow will
convey into the existing and proposed wetlands area. The wetland areas are designed to retain a certain
flow/volume level from high frequency storm events in order to maintain an approximate continuous
saturation of the native and design soils. Simply, to maintain a continuous “wetness level”. The wetlands
will  be  graded  in  a  manner  which  promote  saturation  and  infiltration.  In  high  flow  storm  events  a
discharge location will be included at the southwest end of the site. An overflow drain inlet there will be
connected into the existing storm drain system and discharge into Foss Creek. In the event the inlet
becomes clogged or overburdened the area provides overland release directly into Foss Creek similar to
the existing condition.

The existing 24” drainage culvert shall be extended under the site. The east end shall be extended to a 90
degree sharp edge culvert inlet built into a retaining wall and the west discharge will include a flared end
concrete structure. Calculations for the capacity of the culvert from existing off-site drainage is included in
the appendices.
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The public improvements of the project include widening Dry creek road and installing curb and gutter
along the length of the site. The curb and gutter shall convey the street runoff and minor site runoff to a
street-side bioretention BMP near the west side of the improvements. Similarly, to the other BMP’s, once
the media is fully saturated the runoff discharges to a street catch basin which is connected to the existing
storm drain system and discharges to Foss Creek.

Additional Drainage calculations for the site are intended to do two things.
1. Prove the drainage system intended for the site provides sufficient capacity in accordance with

the design criteria of Sonoma County Water Agency’s Flood Management Design Manual (2020).
2. Provide supporting calculation showing the designed wetlands retain/saturate a similar volume

of water to the existing condition. Also, determine a 30-60 day storm frequency flow necessary
to maintain the desired saturation and “wetness”.

Since the development is a combination of hardscapes and large vegetated areas there is a composite
estimated runoff coefficient (C-Factor) for the site in accordance with the SCWA Flood Control Design
Manual. The composite C-Factor calculation can be found in the appendices.

A Post-Development Hydrology Exhibit and supporting calculations have been included in the body of this
report for reference. The hydrologics of the drainage system were analyzed using the Rational Method
and pipe capacity calculations shall be done using Hydraflow Express Extension by Autodesk which utilizes
the Manning’s equation. All inlets, catch basins, and pipes have been designed to convey 25-year storm
event flows in accordance with the City of Healdsburg Engineering Design Standards Section 4.

Support documentation and channel is provided in the appendices.

Drainage Inlet Capacities

The proposed grated drop inlets for this project will be 24” square inline drains (or drain basins) for the
bioretention basins. Catch basins shall be per city standard. Capacity calculations for the inlets, basins,
and curb and gutters are in the appendices. Therefore, they are anticipated to easily pass their respective
tributary flows.

100-Year Storm Water Route

The site has been designed having positive gradients away from structures with overland relief and the
storm drain system proposed with this development is being installed as a matter of convenience to route
stormwater from rooftop and paved surfaces to the proposed storm drain system.  If the storm drain
system becomes plugged with debris or is overburdened during larger storm events, the site has been
designed with overland relief and will drain toward Foss Creek similar to the existing condition.

Conclusion Statement

BKF Engineers has conservatively assessed the hydrology and hydraulics of the proposed site, and we are
confident that the design will adequately carry design flows and allow for larger storms without risking
inundation of buildings or other damage. The overall surface coverage and drainage patterns of the final
buildout condition are very similar to the pre-developed and current condition. The drainage system is
designed to improve the previous damaged storm drain system and infrastructure where possible. The
project development is not anticipated to exceed the capacity of the existing system and in the event of
overburdening of storm drain inlets shall use the over land release Foss Creek similar to the existing
condition.
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APPENDIX “A”

County Assessor’s Parcel Map

NOAA Precipitation Data

Site Rainfall Intensity Graph
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APPENDIX “B”

Pre-Development Exhibit
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