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San Ramon

CALIFORNIA

NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND SCOPING MEETING

Environmental Impact Report for the San Ramon General Plan 2040
and Climate Action Plan Update

Date: Friday, June 24, 2022
To: Reviewing Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties

Subject: Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Ramon General Plan
2040 and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update (GPA 2021-0001) as well as Notice of EIR Scoping Meeting
on Tuesday, July 5, 2022.

The City of San Ramon (City), as the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), is
preparing a General Plan Amendment (GPA 2021-0001) to update all General Plan Elements, including the Housing
Element, and update the Climate Action Plan (CAP) to guide growth and development through 2040. The City has
determined that preparation of a programmatic EIR is necessary to evaluate potential environmental impacts of
the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City is
the CEQA Lead Agency and is requesting input on the scope of the EIR from responsible and trustee agencies,
interested public agencies and organizations, and the general public (pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15082).

This NOP provides a summary of the plans, the City’s preliminary identification of the potential environmental
issues to be analyzed in the programmatic EIR; and information on how to comment on the scope of the EIR. This
NOP and background documents associated with the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update are available for review
on the San Ramon General Plan 2040 and CAP Update webpage at: https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/ and
https://plansanramon.com/.

EIR NOP Public Review Period: June 24, 2022 to July 25, 2022

The City requests your review and consideration of this notice and invites input and comments from interested
agencies, persons, and organizations regarding the preparation of the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update EIR.
Comments in response to this notice must be in writing and submitted to the Lead Agency Contact below by 5:00
p.m. on Monday, July 25, 2022. If applicable, please indicate a contact person for your agency or organization.

NOP Written Comments: Comments must be submitted via mail or email with “NOP Comments: San Ramon
General Plan 2040 + CAP Update EIR” in the subject line and the name and physical address of the commenter in
the body of the comment to the Lead Agency Contact at the following address or e-mail by 5:00 p.m. on Monday,
July 25, 2022:

Cindy M. Yee, AICP, Senior Planner

San Ramon Planning Services Division

7000 Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon, CA 94583
Planning@sanramon.ca.gov

EIR Public Scoping Meeting: The City of San Ramon Planning Commission will hold a public EIR scoping
meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 5, 2022 in the City Hall Council Chambers located at 7000
Bollinger Canyon Road. The full meeting agenda with instructions to view or participate via teleconference or in
person will be available online at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at www.sanramon.ca.gov/meeting under
the July 5, 2022 event date. The Public EIR scoping meeting will provide an opportunity for agency staff and
interested members of the public to submit verbal comments on the scope of the environmental issues to be
addressed in the EIR. No decisions concerning the proposed plans will be made at this meeting.
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Plans Location: The San Ramon General Plan 2040 and CAP Update encompass the entirety of the City of San
Ramon. Figure 1 shows the regional location, and Figure 2 shows both the San Ramon General Plan 2040 boundary
(the Planning Area) and the CAP Update boundary (City limits).

Proposed Plans: The General Plan Amendment would entail two plans: 1) the General Plan 2040 and 2) the CAP
Update. The General Plan 2040 would serve as a long-term framework for future growth, establish the City’s eight-
year housing plan from 2023 to 2031, reflect issues identified from community input and changes in State law,
and update all elements of the General Plan including the Housing, Economic Development, Growth Management,
Land Use, Traffic and Circulation, Parks and Recreation, Public Facilities and Utilities, Open Space and
Conservation, Safety, Noise, and Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Elements. The update to the General Plan would
include, but is not limited to, addition of Environmental Justice policies, revisions to policies, narratives, data, and
figures to reflect the new buildout period. The CAP Update would quantify existing greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions and projected emissions associated with estimated community growth, set reduction goals and
timelines for community emissions, develop and quantify reduction measures and actions to achieve the
emissions reduction goals, and establish a framework for monitoring emissions levels.

EIR Environmental Impact Areas: The EIR will provide a programmatic evaluation of potential environmental
impacts of the plans. The EIR also will evaluate the cumulative impacts of the plans when considered in
conjunction with other related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. The City anticipates that
the plans could result in potentially significant environmental impacts with regard to the following topic areas,
which will be further evaluated in the EIR.

= Aesthetics . Hazards and Hazardous = Recreation

*  Air Quality Materials *  Transportation

*  Biological Resources *  Hydrology and Water Quality = Tribal Cultural Resources

= Cultural Resources *  Lland Use and Planning = Utilities and Service Systems
*  Energy * Noise = Wildfire

. Geology and Soils ] Population and Housing

*  Greenhouse Gas Emissions *  Public Services

EIR Project Alternatives: The EIR will also evaluate a reasonable range of plan alternatives that could reduce
or avoid potential environmental effects identified in the EIR, including a required “No Plans” Alternative.

When the Draft EIR is completed, it will be available for review at City offices located at 7000 Bollinger Canyon
Road, San Ramon, CA 94583 and online at: https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/. The City will issue a Notice of
Completion and Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR at that time to inform the public and interested agencies,
groups, and individuals regarding how to access the Draft EIR and provide comments. Additional information
about the proposed plans can be accessed at the https://plansanramon.com/ webpage and the City website
at https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/.

If you have questions regarding this NOP or the EIR public scoping meeting, please contact the Lead Agency
Contact, Cindy Yee, at (925) 973-2562 or via email at Planning@sanramon.ca.gov.

&W/ 6/17/2022

Debbie Chamberlain, Community Development Dept. Director Date



https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/
https://plansanramon.com/
https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/
mailto:Planning@sanramon.ca.gov

-

San Ramon

CALIFORNIA

Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meeting
EIR for General Plan 2040 and CAP Update

Page 3 of 4
Figure 1 Regional Location
R P -
< Mount Diablo e
3 State Park \
C\
i\\ ‘\\
\ \.‘_\
\\\ e
\\ b \ \ 3
N g ) R
Danville =
e~ |
! ks, \\
//t |!\' \.~l \\
/ ", i T
i
> W
/ ‘ i \San Ramon
( \
{ \ o
Anthony ) .

Chabot Z
Regional Park |

3 e GastroT
[ Valley
185, T

0 1.5 3 Miles
| ] |

‘: L l ’C \ o
(alley fﬁ@%\Hoﬁ\tﬁF

Imagery provided by Esri and its licensors © 2022.
Diablo, Dublin and Las Trampas Ridge quadrangles and T025

RO1W 501-05, 08-17, 22-27,35 & T02S RO1E S06-09,17-20.

1 i City Limits (CAP Update Boundary)
LT_-:! Planning Area (General Plan 2040 Boundary)

Sphere of Influence N

A

— Urban Growth Boundary

San
Francisco
o k25

W F@?

heod
Sacramento (50}
405/

Stockton

K ow

©
©

Eldorado
National
Forest




Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meeting
EIR for General Plan 2040 and CAP Update
Page 4 of 4

AN

San Ramon

Asepunog yimou ueqin

40 Aunog 2202 '153 ‘7207 ‘uowey ues jo KD :221nog

2202 '€1509 BAU0D Jo Aunog ZZoz ‘epawely

SN
LA L0 s€0 0

(Asepunog op0Z ueld [esauag) easy Buluuelg |1

aduanjyu| jo asayds

——

(sepunog aiepdn dvd) suwn A 1

N

Figure 2 General Plan 2040 and CAP Update Boundaries

————————
AMINIONIM

~
-\.

N —

NOWVYY NVS @
NVidsa°

T Arraetee




CHAIRPERSCN
Laura Miranda
Luisefio

VICE CHAIRPERSON
Reginald Pagaling
Chumash

PARUAMENTARIAN
Russell Alebery
Karuk

SECRETARY
Sara Dutschke
Miwok

C OMMISSIONER

Willam Mungary
Paiute/White Mountain
Apache

COMMISSIONER
Isaac Bojorquez
Ohlone-Cosfanoon

COMMISSIONER

Butfy McQuillen
Yokayo Pomo, Yuki,
Nomiaki

COMMISSIONER
Wayne Nelson
Luisefio

COMMISSIONER
Stanley Rodriguez
Kurmeyagay

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Raymond C.
Hitchcock
Miwok/Nisenan

NAHC HEADQUARTERS
1550 Harbor Boulevard
Suite 100

West Sacraomento,
California 95491

{?14) 373-3710
nahc@nah v
NAHC.ca.gov

SIATEOF CALIFORNIA, Gavin Newsaom Governor

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION

June 24, 2022

Cindy M. Yee, AICP, Senior Planner
City of San Ramon

7000 Bollinger Canyon Road

San Ramon Planning Services Division
San Ramon, CA 94583

Re: 2022060549, San Ramon General Plan 2040 and Climate Action Plan Update Project, Conira
Costa County

Dear Ms. Yee:

The Native American Heritage Commission {NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation
(NOP), Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or Early Consultation for the project
referenced above. The Cdlifornio Environmental Quality Act [CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code
§21000 et seq.), specifically Public Resources Code §21084,1, states that a project that may
cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, is a project that
may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code § 21084.1; Cal. Code
Regs., tit.14, §15064.5 (b} (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5 (b)}. | there is substantial evidence, in
light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources
Code §21080 {d}: Cal. Code Regs., lit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a){1) (CEQA Guidelines §15064 (a){1)}).
In order to determine whether a project will cause a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource, alead agency will need to determine whether there are
historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE).

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014, Assembly Bili 52 {Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of
2014} {AB 52} amended CEQA to create o separate category of cultural resources, “tribal
cultural resources” [Pub. Resources Code §21074) and provides that a project with an effect
that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal cultural resource is
a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. {Pub. Resources Code
£21084.2). Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural
resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.3 (a)}. AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice
of preparation, a nolice of negative declaration, or a mitigated negative declaration is filed on
or after July 1, 2015, If your project involves the adoption of or amendment to a general plan or
a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or after March 1,
20035, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 {Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (58 18).

Both SB 18 and AB 52 have tibal consultation requirements. |f your project is also subject to the
federal National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), the tribal
consultation requirements of Section 104 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1964 (154
U.5.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply.

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are
traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of your proposed project os early
as possible in order to avoid inadvertent discoveries of Native American human remains and
best proiect tibal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 s
well as the NAHC's recommendations for conducting cultural resources assessments,

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with
any other applicable laws,
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AB 52

AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements:

1. Fourteen Day Period fo Provide Notice of Completion of an Application/Decision to Undertake g Project:
Within fourteen {14) days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public
agency to undertake a project, a lead agency shall provide formal notification to a designated contact of, or
iribal representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have
requested notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes:

a. A brief descriplion of the project.

b. The lead agency contact information.

c. Nofification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation. {Pub.

Resources Code §21080.3.1 {d)).

d. A "Cdlifornia Native American iribe” is defined as a Native American iribe located in California that is

on the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapier 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18).

{Pub. Resources Code §21073).

2. Begin Consultation Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe's Regues! for Consultolion and Before Relegsing a
Neaative Declaration, Mitinated Negative Declaration, or Envircnmental Impact Report: A lead agency shall
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native
American tibe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project.
(Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1, subds. [d) and (e]} and prior to the release of a negative declaration,
mitigated negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report, (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1({b)).

a. Forpurposes of AB 52, "consultation shall have the same meaning ¢s provided in Gov. Code §65352.4

{SB 18). [Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1 {b}).

3. Mandatory Topics of Consuitation If Reguested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a tibe
requests to discuss ihem, are mandaiory topics of consultation:

a. Alternatives to the projecth.

b. Recommended mitigation measures.

c. Significant effects. {Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

4, Discretionary Topics of Consultation: The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation:
a. Type of environmental review necessary,
b. Significance of the tribal cultural resources.
¢. Significance of the project’s impacts on tribal cultural resources.
d. [f necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe
may recommend to the lead agency. {Pub. Rescurces Code §21080.3.2 {a)}.

5. Confidentiglity of Information Submitted by g Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some

exceptions, any information, including but not limited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural
resources submitied by a California Native American tibe during the environmental review process shall not be
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency
to the public, consistent with Government Code §46254 (r} and §4254.10. Any information submitted by a
California Native American tribe during the consuliation or environmental review process shall be published in a
confidential appendix to the envirenmental document unless the tribe that provided the information consents, in
writing, to the disclosure of some or ¢l of the information to the public. {Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c}{1)).

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: If a project may have a
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency's environmental document shall discuss both of
the following:
a. Whether the proposed project has a significant impact on an identified tribal cuitural resource.
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed
o pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision [a), avoid or substantially lessen the impact on
the identified tribal cultural resource, (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (b)).
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7. Conclusion of Consultation: Consultation with a tribe shall be considered concluded when either of the
following occurs:
a. The parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on
a tribal cultural rescurce; or
b. A party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot
be reached. {Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (b)).

8. Recommending Mitigotion Measures Aareed Upon in Consultation in the Environmental Document: Any
mitigation measures agreed upon in the consultation conducted pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.3.2

shall be recommended for inclusion in the environmental document and in an adopied mitigation monitoring
and reperting program, if determined to avoid or lessen the impact pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3,
subdivision (b}, paragraph 2, and shall be fully enforceable. {Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (a)).

9, Reaquired Consideration of Feasible Mitigation: If mitigation measures recommended by the staff of the lead
agency as a result of the consullation process are not included in the environmental document or if there are no
agreed upon mitigation measures at the conclusion of consultation, or if consultation does not occur, and if
substantial evidence demonsirates that a project:will cause a significant effect to a tribal cultural resource, the
lead agency shall consider feasible mitigation pursuant to Public Resources Code §21084.3 {b). {Pub. Resources
Code §21082.3 (e}).

10. Examples of Mitigation Measures That, If Feasible, May Be Considered to Avoid or Minimize Significant Adverse
Impacis to Tribal Cultural Resources:
a. Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to:
i. Planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural
context,
ii. Planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culiurally
appropriate protection and management criteria.
b. Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal cultural values
and meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following:
i. Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.,
ii. Protecting the traditional use of the resource.
iii. Protecting the confidentialily of the resource.
c. Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate
management crileria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places.
d. Protecting the resource. (Pub. Resource Code §21084.3 (b)).
e. Plegse note that a federally recognized California Native American tribe or a non-federally
recognized California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC to protect
a Cadlifornia prehistoric, archaeological, cultural, spiritual, or ceremonial place may acquire and hold
conservation easements if the conservation easement is voluntarily conveyed. (Civ. Code §815.3 {c}).
f. Please note that it is the policy of the state that Native American remains and asseciated grave
artifacts shall be repatriated. [Pub. Resources Code §5097.991).

11. Prerequisites for Cerifving an Environmenial Impact Report or Adopting o Mitigated Negotive Declaration or
Negative Declaration with g Significant Impact on gn Identified Tribal Cultural Resource: An Environmental

Impact Repart may not be certified, nor may a mitigated negative declaraiion or a negative declaration be
adopted unless one of the following occurs:
a. The consultation process between the tribes and the lead agency has occurred as provided in Public
Resources Code §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 and concluded pursuant to Public Resources Code
§21080.3.2,
b. The tribe that requested consultation failed to provide comments to the lead agency or otherwise
failed to engage in the consultation process.
¢. The lead agency provided notice of the project to the tribe in compliance with Public Resources
Code §21080.3.1 {d} and the tribe failed to request consultation within 30 days. [Pub. Resources Code
§21082.3 {d}).
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The NAHC's PowerPoint presentation fifled, "Tribal Consultation Under AB 52: Requirements and Best Practices” may
be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/wp-content/upl 2015/10/ABS52TribalConsultation IEPAPDF.

SB 18

SB 18 applies to local governments and requires local governments to contact, provide nofice to, refer plans to, and
consult with tribes prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation of
open space, {Gov. Code §65352.3). Local govermmenis should consult the Govemor's Office of Planning and
Research's "Tribal Consultation Guidelines,” which can be found online at:

hitps://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/09 14 05 Updated Guidelines 922 pdf.

Some of SB 18's provisions include:

1. Tribal Consultation: If o local government considers a proposal to adopt or amend a general plan or ¢
specific plan, or to designate open space it is required to contact the appropriate iribes identified by the NAHC
by requesting a "Tribal Consultation List.” If a tribe, once contacted, requests consultation the local government
must consult with the tribe on the plan proposdl> A tfribe has 90 days from the date of receipt of notification to
request consultation unless a shorler timeframe has been agreed to by the fribe, {Gov, Code §465352.3
(a)(2)).
2. No Statutory Time Limit on SB 18 Tribal Consultatiopn. There is no statutory time limit on SB 18 tribal consultation.
3. Confidentiglity: Consistent with the guidelines developed and adopied by the Oiffice of Planning and
Research pursuant to Gov. Code §465040.2, the city or county shall proiect the confidentiality of the information
concerning the specific identity, location, character, and use of places, features and objects described in Public
Resources Code §5097.9 and §5097.993 that areiwithin the city's or county's jurisdiction. {Gov. Code §45352.3
(o}).
4. Conclusion of SB 18 Tribal Consultation; Consultation should be concluded at the point in which:
a. The parties to the consultafion come to o mutual agreement concerning the appropriate measures
for preservation or mitigation; or
b. Either the local government or the tribe, acling in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes
that mutual agreement cannot be reached concermning the appropriate measures of preservation or
mitigation. (Tribal Consultation Guidelines, Govemor's Office of Planning and Research {2005) at p. 18}.

Agencies should be aware that neither AB 52 nor SB 18 precludes agencies from initiating tribal consultation with
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with their jurisdictions before the timeframes provided in AB 52 and
SB 18. For that reason, we urge you o continue to request Native American Tribal Contact Lists and “Sacred Lands
File" segrches from the NAHC. The request forms can be found online at: http://nahc.ca.qov/resources/forms/.

NAHC R mmendations for Cultural Resour Assessments

To adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation
in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tribal cultural resources, the NAHC recommencds
the following actions:

1. Contact the appropriate regional Cdlifornia Historical Research Information System {CHRIS) Center

{hitps://ohp.parks.ca.gov/2page_id=30331) for an archaeological records search. The records search will
determine:

a. [f part or all of the APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

b. If any known cultural resources have diready been recorded on or adjacent to the APE.

c. If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

d. |f asurvey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. If an archaeclogical inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report
detailing the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.
a. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measures should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regording site locations, Native American
human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum and
not be made available for public disclosure.
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b. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the
appropriate regional CHRIS center.

3. Contact the NAHC for:
a. A Sacred Lands File search. Remember that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the
Sacred Lands File, nor are they required to do so. A Sacred Lands File search is not a substitute for
consultation with fribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the
project's APE.
b. A Nalive American Tribal Consuitation List of appropriate tribes for consultation concerning the
project site and to assist in planning for avoidance, preservation in place, or, failing both, mitigation
measures.

4. Remember that the lack of surface evidence of archaeologicai resources (including iribal cultural resources)
does not preclude their subsurface existence,
a. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plan provisions for
the identification and evaluation of inadvertently discovered archaeclogical resources per Cal. Code
Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5(f) (CEGA Guidelines §15064.5(f)). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a
certified archaeologist and a culturally affiioted Native American with knowledge of cultural resources
should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.
b. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions
for the disposition of recovered cultural items that are not burial associated in consuliation with culturally
offiliated Native Americans.
€. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reperting program plans previsions
for the treatment and disposition of inadvertently discovered Native American human remains. Heclth
ond Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98, and Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5,
subdivisions (d) and (e} (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5, subds. {d} and (e]) address the processes to be
followed in the event of an inadvertent discovery of any Native American human remains and
associated grave goods in a location other than a dedicated cemetery.

IF you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address:
Cody.Campagne@nahc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

Codty Campagna

Cody Campagne
Cultural Resources Analyst

cc: State Clearinghouse

Poge 50f 5



éB EAST BAY
MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT

July 13, 2022

Cindy M. Yee, AICP, Senior Planner
San Ramon Planning Services Division
City of San Ramon

7000 Bollinger Canyon Road

San Ramon, CA 94583

Re:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report for the San Ramon
General Plan 2040 and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update, (GPA 2021-0001), San
Ramon

Dear Ms. Yee:

East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD) appreciates the opportunity to comment
on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for
the San Ramon General Plan 2040 and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update, which
encompasses the entire City of San Ramon (City). EBMUD has the following
comments.

WATER SERVICE

Effective January 1, 2018, water service for new multi-unit structures shall be individually
metered or sub-metered in compliance with California State Senate Bill 7 (SB-7). SB-7
encourages conservation of water in multi-family residential, mixed-use multi-family and
commercial buildings through metering infrastructure for each dwelling unit, including
appropriate water billing safeguards for both tenants and landlords. EBMUD water
services shall be conditioned for all development projects within the General Plan and
CAP Update that are subject to SB-7 requirements and will be released only after the
project sponsor has satisfied all requirements and provided evidence of conformance with
SB-7.

Main extensions that may be required to serve any specific developments within the
General Plan and CAP Update to provide adequate domestic water supply, fire flows, and
system redundancy will be at the project sponsor’s expense. Pipeline and fire hydrant
relocations and replacements due to modifications of existing streets, and off-site pipeline
improvements, also at the project sponsor’s expense, may be required depending on
EBMUD metering requirements and fire flow requirements set by the local fire
department. When the development plans are finalized for individual projects within the
General Plan and CAP Update, project sponsors for individual projects should contact
EBMUD’s New Business Office and request a water service estimate to determine costs
and conditions of providing water service to the development. Engineering and installation

375 ELEVENTH STREET . OAKLAND . CA 394607-4240 . TOLL FREE 1-866-40-EBMUD



Cindy M. Yee, AICP, Senior Planner
July 13, 2022
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of new and relocated pipelines and services require substantial lead time, which should be
provided for in the project sponsor’s development schedule.

Project sponsors for individual projects within the General Plan and CAP Update should be
aware that EBMUD will not install piping or services in contaminated soil or groundwater
(if groundwater is present at any time during the year at the depth piping is to be installed)
that must be handled as a hazardous waste or that may be hazardous to the health and
safety of construction and maintenance personnel wearing Level D personal protective
equipment. Nor will EBMUD install piping or services in areas where groundwater
contaminant concentrations exceed specified limits for discharge to the sanitary sewer
system and sewage treatment plants. The project sponsor must submit copies to EBMUD
of all known information regarding soil and groundwater quality within or adjacent to the
project boundary and a legally sufficient, complete, and specific written remediation plan
establishing the methodology, planning and design of all necessary systems for the
removal, treatment, and disposal of contaminated soil and groundwater.

EBMUD will not design piping or services until soil and groundwater quality data and
remediation plans have been received and reviewed and will not start underground work
until remediation has been carried out and documentation of the effectiveness of the
remediation has been received and reviewed. If no soil or groundwater quality data exists,
or the information supplied by the project sponsor is insufficient, EBMUD may require the
project sponsor to perform sampling and analysis to characterize the soil and groundwater
that may be encountered during excavation, or EBMUD may perform such sampling and
analysis at the project sponsor’s expense. If evidence of contamination is discovered
during EBMUD work on the project site, work may be suspended until such contamination
is adequately characterized and remediated to EBMUD standards.

WATER RECYCLING

EBMUD’s Policy 9.05 requires that customers use non-potable water, including recycled
water, for non-domestic purposes when it is of adequate quality and quantity, available at
reasonable cost, not detrimental to public health, and not injurious to plant, fish, and
wildlife to offset demand on EBMUD’s limited potable water supply.

Some portions of the City’s boundaries fall within and around the service area of the
Dublin San Ramon Services and EBMUD Recycled Water Authority (DERWA) and
EBMUD’s San Ramon Valley’s Recycled Water Project transmission and distribution
pipeline infrastructure. Although the housing element is residential in nature, many City
projects and related non-residential and recreational developments present opportunities
for recycled water uses. Appropriate recycled water uses range from landscape irrigation,
toilet flushing, cooling, and other non-potable commercial and industrial applications.
These could be served by existing or expanded recycled water pipelines in the future.

In 2019, DERWA and the participating agencies implemented a moratorium on new
recycled water connections in the City, until additional wastewater sources are secured that
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can be utilized to expand the treatment and service of recycled water within the San
Ramon Valley Region. Therefore, as EBMUD advances plans and implements its recycled
water supply expansion to the City, EBMUD requires the City and project sponsors
coordinate closely with EBMUD and provide an estimate of expected water demand for
potential recycled water uses for each specific project during the planning of the various
General Plan CAP Update components to allow EBMUD to further explore the options and
requirements relating to recycled water use. Accordingly, EBMUD will assess and
consider the feasibility of providing recycled water to the project area for appropriate uses.

WATER CONSERVATION

Individual projects within the General Plan and CAP Update presents an opportunity to
incorporate water conservation measures. EBMUD requests that the City include in its
conditions of approval a requirement that the project sponsor comply with Assembly Bill
325, "Model Water Efficient Landscape Ordinance," (Division 2, Title 23, California Code
of Regulations, Chapter 2.7, Sections 490 through 495). The project sponsors should be
aware that Section 31 of EBMUD’s Water Service Regulations requires that water service
shall not be furnished for new or expanded service unless all the applicable water-
efficiency measures described in the regulation are installed at the project sponsor’s
expense.

If you have any questions concerning this response, please contact Timothy R. McGowan,
Senior Civil Engineer, Major Facilities Planning Section at (510) 287-1981.

Sincerely,

?&'{-@Z 4 ?ZMVV i
David J. Rehnstrom

Manager of Water Distribution Planning

DJR:KTL:grd
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Secretary for . . Governor
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SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL
July 25, 2022

Ms. Cindy M. Yee, AICP

Senior Planner

San Ramon Planning Services Division
7000 Bollinger Canyon Road

San Ramon, CA 94583
Planning@sanramon.ca.gov

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
SAN RAMON GENERAL PLAN 2040 AND CLIMATE ACTION PLAN UPDATE

(GPA 2021-0001) — DATED JUNE 2022

(STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2022060549)

Dear Ms. Yee:

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a Notice of Preparation
(NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Ramon General Plan 2040
and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update (GPA 2021-0001) (Project). The Lead Agency
is receiving this notice from DTSC because the Project includes one or more of the
following: groundbreaking activities, work in close proximity to a roadway, work in close
proximity to mining or suspected mining or former mining activities, presence of site
buildings that may require demolition or modifications, importation of backfill soil, and/or
work on or in close proximity to an agricultural or former agricultural site.

DTSC notes that if the Hazards and Hazardous Materials section of the EIR will propose
to identify hazardous waste facilities and sites by utilizing the listing compiled in
accordance with California Government Code Section 65962.5, commonly known as the
Cortese List, not all sites impacted by hazardous waste or hazardous materials may be
found on the List. DTSC recommends that the Hazards and Hazardous Materials
section of the EIR address actions to be taken for any sites impacted by hazardous
waste or hazardous materials within the Project area, not just those found on the
Cortese List. DTSC recommends consulting with other agencies that may provide
oversight to hazardous waste facilities and sites in order to determine a comprehensive
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listing of all sites impacted by hazardous waste or hazardous materials within the
Project area. DTSC hazardous waste facilities and sites with known or suspected
contamination issues can be found on DTSC’s EnviroStor data management system.
The EnviroStor Map feature can be used to locate hazardous waste facilities and sites
for a county, city, or a specific address. A search within EnviroStor indicates that
numerous hazardous waste facilities and sites are present within the Project’s region.

DTSC recommends that the following issues be evaluated in the Hazards and
Hazardous Materials section of the EIR:

1.

The EIR should acknowledge the potential for historic or future activities on or
near the Project site to result in the release of hazardous wastes/substances on
the Project site. In instances in which releases have occurred or may occur,
further studies should be carried out to delineate the nature and extent of the
contamination, and the potential threat to public health and/or the environment
should be evaluated. The EIR should also identify the mechanism(s) to initiate
any required investigation and/or remediation and the government agency who
will be responsible for providing appropriate regulatory oversight.

Refiners in the United States started adding lead compounds to gasoline in the
1920s in order to boost octane levels and improve engine performance.

This practice did not officially end until 1992 when lead was banned as a fuel
additive in California. Tailpipe emissions from automobiles using leaded gasoline
contained lead and resulted in aerially deposited lead (ADL) being deposited in
and along roadways throughout the state. ADL-contaminated soils still exist
along roadsides and medians and can also be found underneath some existing
road surfaces due to past construction activities. Due to the potential for
ADL-contaminated soil, DTSC recommends collecting soil samples for lead
analysis prior to performing any intrusive activities for the Project described in
the EIR.

If any sites within the Project area or sites located within the vicinity of the Project
have been used or are suspected of having been used for mining activities,
proper investigation for mine waste should be discussed in the EIR. DTSC
recommends that any Project sites with current and/or former mining operations
onsite or in the Project site area should be evaluated for mine waste according to
DTSC’s 1998 Abandoned Mine Land Mines Preliminary Assessment Handbook.

If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any project sites included
in the proposed project, surveys should be conducted for the presence of
lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos containing materials, and
polychlorinated biphenyl caulk. Removal, demolition and disposal of any of the


https://dtsc.ca.gov/your-envirostor/#Tools
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=Sacramento&tour=True
https://dtsc.ca.gov/2020/04/17/document-request/?wpf337186_14=https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/11/aml_handbook.pdf

Ms. Cindy M. Yee, AICP
July 25, 2022
Page 3

above-mentioned chemicals should be conducted in compliance with California
environmental regulations and policies. In addition, sampling near current and/or
former buildings should be conducted in accordance with DTSC’s 2006

Interim Guidance Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Contamination from
Lead Based Paint, Termiticides, and Electrical Transformers.

5. If any projects initiated as part of the proposed Project require the importation of
soil to backfill any excavated areas, proper sampling should be conducted to
ensure that the imported soil is free of contamination. DTSC recommends the
imported materials be characterized according to DTSC’s 2001 Information
Aavisory Clean Imported Fill Material.

6. If any sites included as part of the proposed Project have been used for
agricultural, weed abatement or related activities, proper investigation for
organochlorinated pesticides should be discussed in the EIR. DTSC
recommends the current and former agricultural lands be evaluated in
accordance with DTSC’s 2008 Interim Guidance for Sampling Agricultural
Properties (Third Revision).

DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the EIR. Should you need any
assistance with an environmental investigation, please visit DTSC’s Site Mitigation and
Restoration Program page to apply for lead agency oversight. Additional information
regarding voluntary agreements with DTSC can be found at DTSC’s Brownfield website.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3582 or via email at
Brian.McAloon@dtsc.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

o

[ A2 X

ol L

Brian McAloon

Project Manager

Site Evaluation and Remediation Unit
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program
Department of Toxic Substances Control

cc:  (via email)

Governor’s Office of Planning Mr. Dave Kereazis
and Research Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis
State Clearinghouse Department of Toxic Substances Control

State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov
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