
 

 

  
 

Appendix  A-1
Notice of Preparation and Scoping Comments



NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND SCOPING MEETING 
Environmental Impact Report for the San Ramon General Plan 2040 

and Climate Action Plan Update 

Date: Friday, June 24, 2022 

To: Reviewing Agencies, Organizations, and Interested Parties 

Subject: Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Ramon General Plan 
2040 and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update (GPA 2021-0001) as well as Notice of EIR Scoping Meeting 
on Tuesday, July 5, 2022.  

The City of San Ramon (City), as the lead agency under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), is 
preparing a General Plan Amendment (GPA 2021-0001) to update all General Plan Elements, including the Housing 
Element, and update the Climate Action Plan (CAP) to guide growth and development through 2040. The City has 
determined that preparation of a programmatic EIR is necessary to evaluate potential environmental impacts of 
the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The City is 
the CEQA Lead Agency and is requesting input on the scope of the EIR from responsible and trustee agencies, 
interested public agencies and organizations, and the general public (pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15082). 

This NOP provides a summary of the plans, the City’s preliminary identification of the potential environmental 
issues to be analyzed in the programmatic EIR; and information on how to comment on the scope of the EIR. This 
NOP and background documents associated with the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update are available for review 
on the San Ramon General Plan 2040 and CAP Update webpage at: https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/ and 
https://plansanramon.com/.  

EIR NOP Public Review Period: June 24, 2022 to July 25, 2022 

The City requests your review and consideration of this notice and invites input and comments from interested 
agencies, persons, and organizations regarding the preparation of the General Plan 2040 and CAP Update EIR. 
Comments in response to this notice must be in writing and submitted to the Lead Agency Contact below by 5:00 
p.m. on Monday, July 25, 2022. If applicable, please indicate a contact person for your agency or organization.

NOP Written Comments: Comments must be submitted via mail or email with “NOP Comments: San Ramon 
General Plan 2040 + CAP Update EIR” in the subject line and the name and physical address of the commenter in 
the body of the comment to the Lead Agency Contact at the following address or e-mail by 5:00 p.m. on Monday, 
July 25, 2022: 

Cindy M. Yee, AICP, Senior Planner 
San Ramon Planning Services Division 
7000 Bollinger Canyon Road, San Ramon, CA 94583 
Planning@sanramon.ca.gov  

EIR Public Scoping Meeting: The City of San Ramon Planning Commission will hold a public EIR scoping 
meeting commencing at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 5, 2022 in the City Hall Council Chambers located at 7000 
Bollinger Canyon Road. The full meeting agenda with instructions to view or participate via teleconference or in 
person will be available online at least 72 hours prior to the meeting at www.sanramon.ca.gov/meeting under 
the July 5, 2022 event date. The Public EIR scoping meeting will provide an opportunity for agency staff and 
interested members of the public to submit verbal comments on the scope of the environmental issues to be 
addressed in the EIR. No decisions concerning the proposed plans will be made at this meeting. 

https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/
https://plansanramon.com/
mailto:Planning@sanramon.ca.gov
http://www.sanramon.ca.gov/meeting
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Plans Location: The San Ramon General Plan 2040 and CAP Update encompass the entirety of the City of San 
Ramon. Figure 1 shows the regional location, and Figure 2 shows both the San Ramon General Plan 2040 boundary 
(the Planning Area) and the CAP Update boundary (City limits). 

Proposed Plans: The General Plan Amendment would entail two plans: 1) the General Plan 2040 and 2) the CAP 
Update. The General Plan 2040 would serve as a long-term framework for future growth, establish the City’s eight-
year housing plan from 2023 to 2031, reflect issues identified from community input and changes in State law, 
and update all elements of the General Plan including the Housing, Economic Development, Growth Management,  
Land Use, Traffic and Circulation, Parks and Recreation, Public Facilities and Utilities, Open Space and 
Conservation, Safety, Noise, and Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Elements. The update to the General Plan would 
include, but is not limited to, addition of Environmental Justice policies, revisions to policies, narratives, data, and 
figures to reflect the new buildout period. The CAP Update would quantify existing greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions and projected emissions associated with estimated community growth, set reduction goals and 
timelines for community emissions, develop and quantify reduction measures and actions to achieve the 
emissions reduction goals, and establish a framework for monitoring emissions levels.  

EIR Environmental Impact Areas: The EIR will provide a programmatic evaluation of potential environmental 
impacts of the plans. The EIR also will evaluate the cumulative impacts of the plans when considered in 
conjunction with other related past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects. The City anticipates that 
the plans could result in potentially significant environmental impacts with regard to the following topic areas, 
which will be further evaluated in the EIR.   

 Aesthetics 
 Air Quality 
 Biological Resources 
 Cultural Resources 
 Energy 
 Geology and Soils 
 Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

 Hazards and Hazardous 
Materials 

 Hydrology and Water Quality 
 Land Use and Planning 
 Noise 
 Population and Housing 
 Public Services 

 Recreation 
 Transportation  
 Tribal Cultural Resources 
 Utilities and Service Systems 
 Wildfire

EIR Project Alternatives: The EIR will also evaluate a reasonable range of plan alternatives that could reduce 
or avoid potential environmental effects identified in the EIR, including a required “No Plans” Alternative.  

When the Draft EIR is completed, it will be available for review at City offices located at 7000 Bollinger Canyon 
Road, San Ramon, CA 94583 and online at: https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/. The City will issue a Notice of 
Completion and Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR at that time to inform the public and interested agencies, 
groups, and individuals regarding how to access the Draft EIR and provide comments. Additional information 
about the proposed plans can be accessed at the https://plansanramon.com/ webpage and the City website 
at https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/.  

If you have questions regarding this NOP or the EIR public scoping meeting, please contact the Lead Agency 
Contact, Cindy Yee, at (925) 973-2562 or via email at Planning@sanramon.ca.gov.  

 __________ _____________________ 
Debbie Chamberlain, Community Development Dept. Director                             Date 

6/17/2022

https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/
https://plansanramon.com/
https://www.sanramon.ca.gov/
mailto:Planning@sanramon.ca.gov
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Figure 1 Regional Location 



Notice of Preparation and Scoping Meeting 
EIR for General Plan 2040 and CAP Update 

Page 4 of 4 

   Figure 2 General Plan 2040 and CAP Update Boundaries 



















 
 

  Printed on Recycled Paper 

SENT VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

July 25, 2022 

Ms. Cindy M. Yee, AICP 
Senior Planner 
San Ramon Planning Services Division 
7000 Bollinger Canyon Road 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
Planning@sanramon.ca.gov 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE 
SAN RAMON GENERAL PLAN 2040 AND CLIMATE ACTION PLAN UPDATE 
(GPA 2021-0001) – DATED JUNE 2022  
(STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER: 2022060549) 

Dear Ms. Yee: 

The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) received a Notice of Preparation 
(NOP) of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the San Ramon General Plan 2040 
and Climate Action Plan (CAP) Update (GPA 2021-0001) (Project).  The Lead Agency 
is receiving this notice from DTSC because the Project includes one or more of the 
following: groundbreaking activities, work in close proximity to a roadway, work in close 
proximity to mining or suspected mining or former mining activities, presence of site 
buildings that may require demolition or modifications, importation of backfill soil, and/or 
work on or in close proximity to an agricultural or former agricultural site. 

DTSC notes that if the Hazards and Hazardous Materials section of the EIR will propose 
to identify hazardous waste facilities and sites by utilizing the listing compiled in 
accordance with California Government Code Section 65962.5, commonly known as the 
Cortese List, not all sites impacted by hazardous waste or hazardous materials may be 
found on the List.  DTSC recommends that the Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
section of the EIR address actions to be taken for any sites impacted by hazardous 
waste or hazardous materials within the Project area, not just those found on the 
Cortese List.  DTSC recommends consulting with other agencies that may provide 
oversight to hazardous waste facilities and sites in order to determine a comprehensive 

mailto:Planning@sanramon.ca.gov
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listing of all sites impacted by hazardous waste or hazardous materials within the 
Project area.  DTSC hazardous waste facilities and sites with known or suspected 
contamination issues can be found on DTSC’s EnviroStor data management system.  
The EnviroStor Map feature can be used to locate hazardous waste facilities and sites 
for a county, city, or a specific address.  A search within EnviroStor indicates that 
numerous hazardous waste facilities and sites are present within the Project’s region. 

DTSC recommends that the following issues be evaluated in the Hazards and 
Hazardous Materials section of the EIR: 

1. The EIR should acknowledge the potential for historic or future activities on or 
near the Project site to result in the release of hazardous wastes/substances on 
the Project site.  In instances in which releases have occurred or may occur, 
further studies should be carried out to delineate the nature and extent of the 
contamination, and the potential threat to public health and/or the environment 
should be evaluated.  The EIR should also identify the mechanism(s) to initiate 
any required investigation and/or remediation and the government agency who 
will be responsible for providing appropriate regulatory oversight. 

2. Refiners in the United States started adding lead compounds to gasoline in the 
1920s in order to boost octane levels and improve engine performance.  
This practice did not officially end until 1992 when lead was banned as a fuel 
additive in California.  Tailpipe emissions from automobiles using leaded gasoline 
contained lead and resulted in aerially deposited lead (ADL) being deposited in 
and along roadways throughout the state.  ADL-contaminated soils still exist 
along roadsides and medians and can also be found underneath some existing 
road surfaces due to past construction activities.  Due to the potential for 
ADL-contaminated soil, DTSC recommends collecting soil samples for lead 
analysis prior to performing any intrusive activities for the Project described in 
the EIR. 

3. If any sites within the Project area or sites located within the vicinity of the Project 
have been used or are suspected of having been used for mining activities, 
proper investigation for mine waste should be discussed in the EIR.  DTSC 
recommends that any Project sites with current and/or former mining operations 
onsite or in the Project site area should be evaluated for mine waste according to 
DTSC’s 1998 Abandoned Mine Land Mines Preliminary Assessment Handbook. 

4. If buildings or other structures are to be demolished on any project sites included 
in the proposed project, surveys should be conducted for the presence of 
lead-based paints or products, mercury, asbestos containing materials, and 
polychlorinated biphenyl caulk.  Removal, demolition and disposal of any of the 

https://dtsc.ca.gov/your-envirostor/#Tools
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=Sacramento&tour=True
https://dtsc.ca.gov/2020/04/17/document-request/?wpf337186_14=https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/11/aml_handbook.pdf
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above-mentioned chemicals should be conducted in compliance with California 
environmental regulations and policies.  In addition, sampling near current and/or 
former buildings should be conducted in accordance with DTSC’s 2006 
Interim Guidance Evaluation of School Sites with Potential Contamination from 
Lead Based Paint, Termiticides, and Electrical Transformers. 

5. If any projects initiated as part of the proposed Project require the importation of 
soil to backfill any excavated areas, proper sampling should be conducted to 
ensure that the imported soil is free of contamination.  DTSC recommends the 
imported materials be characterized according to DTSC’s 2001 Information 
Advisory Clean Imported Fill Material. 

6. If any sites included as part of the proposed Project have been used for 
agricultural, weed abatement or related activities, proper investigation for 
organochlorinated pesticides should be discussed in the EIR.  DTSC 
recommends the current and former agricultural lands be evaluated in 
accordance with DTSC’s 2008 Interim Guidance for Sampling Agricultural 
Properties (Third Revision). 

DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the EIR.  Should you need any 
assistance with an environmental investigation, please visit DTSC’s Site Mitigation and 
Restoration Program page to apply for lead agency oversight.  Additional information 
regarding voluntary agreements with DTSC can be found at DTSC’s Brownfield website.   

If you have any questions, please contact me at (916) 255-3582 or via email at 
Brian.McAloon@dtsc.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

 
Brian McAloon 
Project Manager 
Site Evaluation and Remediation Unit 
Site Mitigation and Restoration Program 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 

cc: (via email)

Governor’s Office of Planning  
and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov

Mr. Dave Kereazis 
Office of Planning & Environmental Analysis 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dave.Kereazis@dtsc.ca.gov 

https://dtsc.ca.gov/2020/04/17/document-request/?wpf337186_14=https://dtsc.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Guidance_Lead_%20%20Contamination_050118.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/2020/04/17/document-request/?wpf337186_14=https://dtsc.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Guidance_Lead_%20%20Contamination_050118.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/2020/04/17/document-request/?wpf337186_14=https://dtsc.ca.gov/wpcontent/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Guidance_Lead_%20%20Contamination_050118.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/SMP_FS_Cleanfill-Schools.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/SMP_FS_Cleanfill-Schools.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Ag-Guidance-Rev-3-August-7-2008-2.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2018/09/Ag-Guidance-Rev-3-August-7-2008-2.pdf
https://dtsc.ca.gov/brownfields/voluntary-agreements-quick-reference-guide/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/brownfields/voluntary-agreements-quick-reference-guide/
https://dtsc.ca.gov/brownfields/
mailto:Brian.McAloon@dtsc.ca.gov
mailto:State.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov
mailto:Dave.Kereasis@dtsc.ca.gov
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