
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                        
   DATE:  June 9, 2022 
 

TO:    See Attached Mailing List     FROM: Kern County Planning and Natural  
                      Resources Department 
            Attn: Terrance Smalls 
            2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 
                                    Bakersfield, CA 93301 

(661)862-8607; 
SmallsT@kerncounty.com 

 
 
SUBJECT:  NOTICE OF PREPARATION (NOP) OF A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

REPORT (EIR) FOR THE JASMINE SOLAR FACILITY PROJECT BY SF 
JASMINE, LLC 

 
The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department as Lead Agency (per CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15062) has determined that preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (per CEQA Guidelines 
15161) is necessary for the proposed project identified below. The Planning and Natural Resources 
Department solicits the views of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information 
which is germane to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your 
agency may need to use the EIR prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval 
of the project.  

 
You are invited to view the NOP and submit written comments regarding the scope and content of the 
environmental information in connection with the proposed project should you wish to do so. Due to the 
limits mandated by State law, your response must be received by July 11, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  Comments 
can be submitted to the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department at the address shown 
above or to SmallsT@kerncounty.com.  
A Scoping meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 1:30 p.m at the address listed above.  
 
PROJECT TITLE: Jasmine Solar Facility by SF Jasmine, LLC (PP22401); CUP #30, Map #160; and 
Williamson Act Land Use Cancellation # 22-01 
 

PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Old 
River Road and Copus Road, approximately four (4) miles west of Interstate 5 and 2.5 miles north of State 
Route 166, in an unincorporated area of western Kern County. 

The project site is located in Section 31 of Township 32 South, Range 27 East in the Mount Diablo Base 
and Meridian (MDB&M).  

PROJECT DESCRIPTION:  

The Jasmine Solar Project, as proposed by SF Jasmine, LLC would construct and operate a photovoltaic 
solar facility and associated infrastructure necessary to generate up to 70 megawatts(MW) of renewable 
energy and a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) capable of storing approximately 17 MW to provide 
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approximately 68 megawatt hours (MWh) of energy, on approximately 493 acres of privately-owned land. 
The project site consists of 1 site located on 1 privately owned parcel. The project study area consists of an 
approximate total of 527 acres and includes the project solar facility and transmission line areas. The project 
would be supported by a 230-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead and/or underground electrical transmission 
line(s) originating from one or more on-site substations and terminating at a nearby Substation. The 
project's permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to, service roads, a power collection system, 
inverter stations, transformer systems, transmission lines, electrical switchyards, project substations, energy 
(battery) storage system, and operations and maintenance facilities. Implementation of the project as 
proposed includes the following requests: 

a) Conditional Use Permit No. 30, Map No. 160 to allow for the construction and operation of a solar 
facility with a total generating capacity of approximately 70 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy 
including up to 17 megawatts of energy storage capable of providing approximately 68 MWh of energy, 
within the A (Exclusive Agriculture) Zone District pursuant to Section 19 .12.030.G, of the Kem County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

b) Cancellation of an Existing Williamson Act Land Use Contract #22-01 

Documents can be viewed online at: https://kemplanning.com/planning/notices-of-preparation/ 

Signature: ~ ---
Name: Terrance Smalls, Supervising Planner 



 

CUP # 30,         MAP # 160 
WALUC           22-01 
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Randy Hoyle 
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                               DATE:  June 9, 2022   
 

TO:    Surrounding Property Owners within              FROM: Kern County Planning and Natural  
            1,000 Feet of Project Boundary; and,               Resources Department 
  Interested Parties                 2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 
                                              Bakersfield, CA 93301 
 

SUBJECT:  Notice of Preparation of an Environmental Impact Report – Jasmine Solar Project 
by SF Jasmine, LLC (PP22401) 

 
Dear Sir or Madam:   

 
The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department has determined that preparation of an 
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is necessary for the proposed project identified below. The purpose of 
this letter is to notify interested parties and surrounding property owners within 1,000 feet of the project 
boundaries of this determination. A copy of the Initial Study/Notice of Preparation (IS/NOP) prepared for 
this proposed project is available for viewing at the following Kern County website: 
 
https://kernplanning.com/planning/notices-of-preparation/ 
 
The purpose of the IS/NOP is to describe the proposed project, specify the project location, and to identify 
the potential environmental impacts of the project so that Responsible Agencies and interested persons can 
provide a meaningful response related to potential environmental concerns that should be analyzed in the 
EIR.  

 
You are invited to view the NOP and submit written comments regarding the scope and content of the 
environmental information in connection with the proposed project should you wish to do so. Due to the 
limits mandated by State law, your response must be received by July 11, 2022 at 5:00 p.m.  Comments 
can be submitted to the Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department at the address shown 
above or to SmallsT@kerncounty.com. A Scoping meeting will be held on Wednesday, July 6, 2022 at 
1:30 p.m. at the above listed address. 
 
Please be advised that any comments received after the dates listed above will still be included in the public 
record for this project and made available to decision makers when this project is schedule for consideration 
at a public hearing. Please also be advised that you will receive an additional notice in the mail once a 
public hearing date is scheduled for this project. You will also be provided additional opportunities to 
submit comments at that time. 
 
PROJECT TITLE: Jasmine Solar Facility by SF Jasmine, LLC (PP22401); CUP #30, Map #160; and 
Williamson Act Land Use Cancellation # 22-01 
 

PROJECT LOCATION: The project site is located on the northwest corner of the intersection of Old 
River Road and Copus Road, approximately four (4) miles west of Interstate 5 and 2.5 miles north of State 
Route 166, in an unincorporated area of western Kern County, CA. 

Lorelei H. Oviatt, AICP, Director 
2700 “M” Street, Suite 100 
Bakersfield, CA  93301-2323 
Phone: (661) 862-8600 
Fax: (661) 862-8601 TTY Relay 1-800-735-2929 
Email:  planning@kerncounty.com 
Web Address: http://kernplanning.com/ 
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https://kernplanning.com/planning/notices-of-preparation/


The project site is located in Section 31 of Township 32 South, Range 27 East in the Mount Diablo Base 
and Meridian (MDB&M). 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The Jasmine Solar Project, as proposed by SF Jasmine, LLC would construct 
and operate a photovoltaic solar facility and associated infrastructure necessary to generate up to 70 
megawatt MW) of renewable energy and a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) capable of storing 
approximately 17 MW to provide approximately 68 megawatt hours (MWh) of energy, on approximately 
493 acres of privately-owned land. The project site consists of 1 site located on 1 privately owned parcel. 
The project study area consists of an approximate total of 527 acres and includes the project solar facility 
and transmission line areas. The project would be supported by a 230-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead and/or 
underground electrical transmission line(s) originating from one or more on-site substations and terminating 
at a nearby Substation. The project's permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to, service 
roads, a power collection system, inverter stations, transformer systems, transmission lines, electrical 
switchyards, project substations, energy (battery) storage system, and operations and maintenance facilities. 
Implementation of the project as proposed includes the following requests: 

a) Conditional Use Permit No. 30, Map No. 160 to allow for the construction and operation of a solar 
facility with a total generating capacity of approximately 70 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy 
including up to 17 megawatts of energy storage capable of providing approximately 68 MWh of energy, 
within the A (Exclusive Agriculture) Zone District pursuant to Section 19.12.030.G, of the Kem County 
Zoning Ordinance. 

b) Cancellation of an Existing Williamson Act Land Use Contract #22-01 

Should you have any questions regarding this project, or the Initial Study/Notice of Preparation, please feel 
free to contact me at (661) 862-8607 or SmallsT@kemcounty.com 

Sincerely, 

-------------
Terrance Smalls, Supervising Planner 
Advanced Planning Division 

Attachments: Local Vicinity Map 
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295 270 17 00 9 
ALMOND BLOSSOM RANCH LLC 
6219 DE LA GUERRA TR 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93306-9759 

 

295 132 14 00 3 
WILLOW AVE INVS LLC 
1306 W HERNDON AV # 101 
FRESNO CA 93711-7183 

 

295 131 14 00 6 
VELASCO JOSE G & MARTHA 
301 E 19TH ST 
CRANE TX 79731-4403 

295 200 44 00 6 
CENTRAL ALMONDS LLC 
2055 WOODSIDE RD # 195 
REDWOOD CITY CA 94061 

 

295 050 17 00 5 
C & A FARMS LLC 
1306 W HERNDON AV STE 106 
FRESNO CA 93711-7183 

 

295 200 21 00 9 
CALIFORNIA RESOURCES 
PETROLEUM CORPORATION 
27200 TOURNEY RD STE 200 
SANTA CLARITA CA 91355-4910 

295 131 09 00 2 
JOO FAMILY TRUST 
1134 PASADERO DR 
ESCONDIDO CA 92029-3011 

 

295 131 12 00 0 
ECHEVERRIA F & I FAMILY TRUST 
13441 EBERLE RD 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93313-9797 

 

295 131 15 00 9 
GRAPEVINE ENERGY LLC 
5330 OFFICE CENTER CT STE 75 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93309 

295 050 59 00 7 
P&N L P 
31956 PETERSON RD 
MC FARLAND CA 93250 

 

295 270 04 00 1 
OLD RIVER FARM INC 
209 WEEDPATCH HW 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93307 

  

295 131 05 00 0 
TBS PROP LLC 
10457 VAN HORN RD 
BAKERSFIELD CA 93313 

 

295 132 10 00 1 
US HORTICULTURE FARMLAND LLC 
2004 FOX DR STE L 
CHAMPAIGN IL 61820 

  
 

     

     

     

     

     



 

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 
Mail to:  State Clearinghouse, P. O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613 
For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814    
 
Project Title:  Jasmine Solar Project by SF Jasmine, LLC 

Lead Agency:   Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department Contact Person:    Terrance Smalls  

Mailing Address:    2700 "M" Street Suite 100 Phone:    (661) 862-8607 

City:    Bakersfield Zip:    93301             County:    Kern  
 

Project Location:  County:      Kern    City/Nearest Community:    Maricopa 

Cross Streets:    Old River Rd and Copus Road.    Zip Code:  93501 

Lat. / Long.:  35° 6' 13.068"N, 119° 7' 24.564"W  Total Acres:   511.47 

Assessor's Parcel No.:    295-131-12 Section:  31 Twp.:  32S Range: 27E Base:  MDB&M 

Within 2 Miles: State Hwy #:   SR-166 Waterways:   N/A 

Airports:    N/A Railways:    N/A Schools:    N/A 
 

Document Type: 

CEQA:   NOP    Draft EIR    NEPA:   NOI   Other:   Joint Document 
   Early Cons   Supplement/Subsequent EIR    EA     Final Document
   Neg Dec (Prior SCH No.)            Draft EIS    Other        
   Mit Neg Dec  Other          FONSI 
 

Local Action Type:   

  General Plan Update   Specific Plan   Rezone   Annexation 
  General Plan Amendment   Master Plan   Prezone   Redevelopment 
  General Plan Element   Planned Unit Development   Use Permit   Coastal Permit 
  Community Plan   Site Plan   Land Division (Subdivision, etc.)   Other  Land Contract Cancellation 

 

Development Type:   

 Residential: Units        Acres        Water Facilities: Type        MGD       
 Office: Sq.ft.        Acres       Employees        Transportation: Type       
 Commercial: Sq.ft.   Acres Employees   Mining:                Mineral   
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Project Description:   

The Jasmine Solar Project, as proposed by SF Jasmine, LLC would develop a photovoltaic solar facility and associated infrastructure 
necessary to generate up to 70 megawatts (MW) of renewable energy and a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) capable of  providing 
approximately 17MW of power for 4 hours totaling 68 megawatt hours (MWh) of energy storage, on approximately 512 acres of 
privately-owned land. The project study area consists of an approximate total of 527 acres and includes the project solar facility and 
transmission line areas. The project would be supported by a 230-kilovolt (kV) gen-tie overhead and/or underground electrical 
transmission line(s) originating from one or more on-site substations and terminating at either the nearby PG&E Substation. The project’s 
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permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to, service roads, a power collection system, inverter stations, transformer systems, 
transmission lines, electrical switchyards, project substations, energy (battery) storage system, and operations and maintenance facilities.  
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Introduction 
Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Kern County Planning and Natural 
Resources Department (County) will initiate the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for 
the Jasmine Solar Project in the unincorporated area of Kern County, California. The proposed Jasmine 
Solar Project (proposed project) is a proposal by SF Jasmine, LLC (project proponent) to construct and 
operate a photovoltaic (PV) solar facility and associated infrastructure to generate up to 70 megawatts 
(MW) of renewable electrical energy and a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) for storing 
approximately 68 megawatt hours (MWh) of energy. The BESS would occupy approximately 1 acre of the 
approximate 511.47-acre solar facility. Overall, the project study area consists of an approximately 527-
acres and includes the area needed for transmission line improvements. 

1. Project Description 

1.1. Project Location 

The project site is located on an approximate 511.47-acre parcel on the northwest corner of the intersection 
of Old River Road and Copus Road in unincorporated Kern County, California. Please see Figure 1: 
Regional Vicinity Map and Figure 2: Local Vicinity Map. The project site is located approximately four (4) 
miles west of Interstate 5 and 2.5 miles north of State Route 166, in an unincorporated area of western Kern 
County, CA. The proposed project site is made up of one privately owned parcel, totaling approximately 
511.47 acres (Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN): 295-131-12). The project encompasses a study area that 
is larger than the area requested to be permitted. The study area includes a portion of two parcels (APNs 
295-132-15 and 295-132-12) where only interconnection tie lines will be placed. Thus, the overall total 
study area for the project is approximately 527 acres. Please see Figure 3: Parcelization Map. Primary 
access to the project site is proposed off of Copus Road and Old River Road. 

1.2. Environmental Setting 

The project site is privately owned previously disturbed tilled agricultural land located in the Valley Region 
in southwestern unincorporated Kern County. The project site is located solely within the jurisdiction of 
Kern County and, is therefore, entirely within the boundaries of the Kern County General Plan and subject 
to the Kern County Zoning Ordinance. The project site is located in Zone Map 160 and is designated by the 
Kern County General Plan as Map Codes 8.1 (Intensive Agriculture), 8.1/2.3 (Intensive 
Agriculture/Shallow Groundwater) and 8.1/2.5 (Flood Hazard). The majority project site is zoned A 
(Exclusive Agriculture) and is wholly contained within Agricultural Preserve Number 12. Please see Figure 
4: Existing General Plan Designations, and Figure 5: Existing Zoning Classifications. 

The project is situated on property with past agricultural uses, and parcel 295-131-12 is currently subject 
to an existing Williamson Act Land Use contract, this contract will be cancelled as part of this project. 
Please see Figure 6: Existing Williamson Act Contracted Land The surrounding area is largely dominated 
by agricultural uses. The project site is designated by the California Department of Conservation (DOC) as 
Farmland of Statewide Importance and Grazing Land, please see Figure 7: California Important Farmland 
Map.  

The project site is within the San Joaquin Valley Basin of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District. 
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The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) delineates flood hazard areas on its Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps (FIRMs). According to the FIRMs for the project site, portions of the project site are located 
within a 100-year flood area (Zone A, no base flood elevations determined). Other portions of the project 
site are not within a flood area (Zone X, area of minimal flood hazard) (FEMA, 2021). Please see Figure 
8, FEMA Floodplain Map.  

The project site has one cancelled and one permitted Oil & Gas Well located on site as shown in Figure 9: 
Oil and Gas Well Locations. The wells are in the southerly portion of the site near Copus Road. The 
permitted well is a part of the Grapevine Energy LLC Bordeaux Facility. The project site is not located 
within the County’s NR (Natural Resources) or PE (Petroleum Extraction) Zone Districts. The project site 
falls under Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ) 1 for Portland Cement Concrete (PCC)-Grade Aggregate, 
designated by the Department of Conservation’s State Mining and Geology Board. This identifies the area 
as having adequate information that indicates no significant mineral deposits are present (CGS, 2009). A 
small portion of APN 295-131-12 located on the south side of Copus Road is designated 8.4 Mineral and 
Petroleum by Kern County’s General Plan. However, the proposed project would not result in any 
construction or improvements on this portion of the parcel. 

Table 1: Project Assessor Parcel Numbers, Existing Map Codes, Existing Zoning, and Acreage, below 
identifies the individual parcels, their respective assessor parcel numbers (APN), acreages, and existing 
zoning designations. No changes to the zoning are proposed. 

TABLE 1: PROJECT ASSESSOR PARCEL NUMBERS, EXISTING MAP CODES, EXISTING ZONING, AND 

ACREAGE 

APN 
Existing 

Map Code Designation 
Existing 
Zoning 

 
Acres 

295-131-12 
8.1, 

8.1/2.3, 8.1/2.5  
A  511.47 

Project Totals 480 
General Plan Map Code: 
8.1 = Intensive Agriculture (Min. 20 Acre Parcel Size), 2.3 = Shallow Ground Water, 2.5 = Flood Hazard 
Zone Designation: 
A = Exclusive Agriculture, A‐1 = Limited Agriculture, C‐2 = General Commercial, PD = Precise Development Combining, 

Surrounding Land Uses 

Table 2: Existing Project Site and Surrounding Properties, Existing Land Use, General Plan Map Code 
Designations, and Zoning, identifies the existing land use, the existing general plan land use designation, 
and the existing zoning for the project site. Additionally, such conditions are described for adjacent lands 
to the north, east, south, and west of the project site.  

  

I 
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TABLE 2:EXISTING PROJECT SITES AND SURROUNDING PROPERTIES, EXISTING LAND USE, 
GENERAL PLAN MAP CODE DESIGNATIONS, AND ZONING

Location 
Existing Land 

Use 
Existing General Plan 

Map Code Designations 
Existing Zoning 

P
ro

je
ct

 S
it

e 

Agricultural 

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture); 
8.1/ 2.3 (Intensive Agriculture / Shallow Ground 

Water) 
8.1/ 2.5 (Intensive Agriculture / Flood Hazard) 

 

A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
 

N
or

th
 

Agricultural, 
Vacant Land 

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture) 
8.1/2.5 (Intensive Agriculture/Flood Hazard) 

8.3 (Extensive Agriculture) 
8.5/2.5 (Resource Management/Flood Hazard) 

A (Exclusive Agriculture) 

S
ou

th
 

Agricultural, 
Vacant Land 

8.4/2.3 (Mineral and Petroleum/Shallow Ground 
Water) 

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture) 
8.1/2.3 (Intensive Agriculture/Shallow Ground Water) 

A (Exclusive Agriculture) 

E
as

t Agricultural, 
Vacant Land 

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture) 
8.1/2.3 (Intensive Agriculture/Shallow Ground Water) 

8.1/2.5 (Intensive Agriculture/Flood Hazard) 

A (Exclusive Agriculture) 
C-2 General Commercial 
A-1 Limited Agriculture 

W
es

t Agricultural, 
Vacant Land 

8.1 (Intensive Agriculture) 
8.1/ 2.3 (Intensive Agriculture / Shallow Ground 

Water) 
A (Exclusive Agriculture) 

Existing land use in the vicinity of the project site generally includes undeveloped lands, agricultural lands, 
access roadways, and the California Aqueduct. The PG&E Lakeview substation is approximately 1.5 miles 
east of the proposed project facility. A few rural residential uses and commercial developments are sparsely 
located in the surroundings areas as well.  

The sensitive receptor closest to the project site is the rural residence approximately 240 ft south of the 
project site. The nearest park is Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area, approximately 10.5 miles northwest 
of the project site. The closest school to the site is Lakeside Elementary, located approximately 8 miles 
north of the project site. 

The proposed project would be served by the Kern County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement and 
public safety services, with the closest substation being the Lamont Substation, located at 12022 Main 
Street (KCSO, 2022). Fire protection and emergency medical services would be provided by the Kern 
County Fire Department, with the closest station being Fire Station #53, located at 9443 Taft Hwy, and 
Bakersfield and Mercy Hospital located at Truxtun Ave in Bakersfield for medical care and emergency 
services.  

The project is not within the boundaries of any airport as identified in the Kern County Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) (County of Kern, 2012). The nearest public airport is the Bakersfield 
Municipal Airport, located approximately 17 miles to the northeast. 
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1.3. Project Description  

Project Overview 

The Jasmine Solar project is a proposed photovoltaic (PV) solar facility with associated infrastructure on 
approximately 511.47 acres of privately-owned land in southwestern Kern County. As stated above, the 
proposed project would generate up to 70 MW of renewable electrical energy. The project also includes the 
installation of an associated BESS with a 1- acre area of the proposed facility boundary, capable of storing 
approximately 68 MWh of energy. The project’s permanent facilities would include, but are not limited to, 
service roads, a power collection system, inverter stations, transformer systems, transmission lines, 
electrical switchyards, project substations, energy (battery) storage system, and operations and maintenance 
(O&M) facilities (See Figure 10, Proposed Site Plan).  

Implementation of the project as proposed includes the following requests: 

 Conditional Use Permit (CUP 30, Map No. 160) to allow for the construction and operation of a 70 
MW utility-scale solar facility pursuant to Chapter 19.12.030.G of Kern County Zoning Ordinance. 

 Cancellation of a Williamson Act Contract to be processed for APN 295-130-12  

The power generated on the project site would assist the State in complying with the Renewables Portfolio 
Standard under Senate Bill 350, which requires that by December 31, 2030, 50 percent of all electricity sold 
in the state shall be generated from renewable energy sources. The power generated on the project site 
would be sold to California investor-owned utilities, municipalities, community choice aggregators, or 
other purchasers in furtherance of the goals of the California Renewable Energy Portfolio Standard. The 
project has an anticipated operational life of up approximately 30 years. At the end of the project’s 
operational term, the project proponent would determine whether the project site should be decommissioned 
and deconstructed or if it would seek an extension of its CUP. If any portion of the project site is 
decommissioned, it would be converted to other uses in accordance with the applicable land use regulations 
in effect at that time. 

1.4. Project Facilities, Construction, and Operations 

Project Facilities 

The project facilities would include the following components, which are described in greater detail 
thereafter: 

 Solar PV modules and trackers 

 Inverter and medium voltage transformers 

 Electrical Collection and Distribution System 

 Project Substation 

 Telecommunications 

 Meteorological Data Collection System 

 Battery Storage Component 



KERN COUNTY PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
Jasmine Solar Project 

Notice of Preparation/Initial Study Checklist   5  June 2022 

 Lighting 

 Signage 

 The Generation-Tie 

 Access Roads 

 Lakeview Substation 

Solar PV Modules and Trackers 

The proposed Facility would utilize PV modules and trackers. Trackers optimize power production by 
ensuring proper panel orientation to the sun both daily and seasonally. The tracking systems are supported 
by metal posts (piles) that are driven into the ground with a pile driving machine. Pile placement begins 
with a precise surveyed layout, ensuring proper positioning of tracker assembly parts. Affixed to the top of 
each pile is a pile cap and bearing assembly that supports and allows proper movement of the torque tube 
assembly. Single-axis tracking systems require a drive system that provides directional force to the torque 
tube. This can be accomplished with a mechanical drive arm and tube assembly that “pushes and pulls” the 
torque arm through its range of motion or by a geared assembly that redirects rotational force to the tubes. 
Both approaches require a small geared motor mounted on a pile support or pad strong enough to move the 
system through its daily range of motions.  

The panels are typically constructed of blue or black glass. A plastic binding material and frame provides 
structural rigidity. The PV panels would be self-contained durably constructed units designed to withstand 
exposure to the elements for a period of 35 years or longer. The solar modules deployed for this proposed 
Facility would be certified to comply with industry standard quality testing. Panels would be electrically 
connected. The proposed Facility will be designed in accordance with local and state codes and regulations. 
The final panel selection would be determined at the detailed project-engineering phase per market 
availability.  

Multiple trackers would be deployed in proximity to the power conditioning stations (PCS) where the DC 
produced by the panels is converted to alternating current (AC) and transferred to the on-site Substation 
and eventual delivery to the electrical grid. The number of trackers connected to each of the PCS would 
vary with panel output relative to inverter size and desired output from the PCS.  

The proposed Facility’s panels would be organized in rows in a uniform grid pattern, with each row 
separated by between 10 to 20 feet (from post to post). Another mechanical feature of the proposed Project’s 
tracker system includes a wire management system that would provide support and containment of the DC 
wires used to collect the output of the panels and move output to the PCS. The panel and tracker features 
allow for a natural light regime between and under the panels, supporting the co-management of solar 
energy generation, agriculture, and wildlife. 

Inverters and Medium Voltage Transformers 

The proposed Facility inverters, transformers, and other electrical equipment comprise each PCS. The 
footprint of each PCS, which is generally mounted on a concrete pad or piles, would be approximately 12 
feet by 30 feet. The proposed project would require approximately 40 PCS, depending on final design 
details. The inverter converts the DC electricity to AC electricity, which then flows to a transformer where 
it is stepped up to the appropriate collection level voltage (34.5-kV). The project would use Power 
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Electronic HEM Central inverters or equivalent and one medium voltage transformers per inverter. Each 
inverter and transformer would be installed as per manufacturer’s requirements. 

Electrical Collection and Distribution System   

The DC output of multiple rows of PV modules connected in series would be collected through one or more 
combiner boxes and associated electrical wiring located throughout the project site. The power would be 
delivered via an underground cable network to the inverters in the electrical equipment enclosures at the 
PCS, described above. Multiple transformers electrically connected in series would deliver AC power to 
the project Substation located on-site.   

Project Substation  

The project Substation is proposed to be in the southeast corner of APN 295-132-16 and 295-270-28. The 
project Substation would include transformers, breakers, switches, meters, and related equipment. 
Interconnection equipment, including the control house, would be installed aboveground and underground 
within the footprint of the substation. The overall footprint of the project Substation is anticipated to be 
approximately 200 by 200 feet and approximately 100 feet in height at its apex. The project Substation 
would include an emergency generator for use in the event that the regional transmission system fails; this 
emergency generator would provide emergency power until the regional transmission system restores 
operations. The project Substation would also contain a control house building approximately 15 by 40 feet 
with an overall height of less than 20 feet. The project Substation would be surrounded by a seven-foot 
barbed wire chain-link fence and would comply with electrical codes.   

The project Substation must have access to communication systems in the area to comply with Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission/California Independent System Operator/Utility monitoring and control 
requirements. Compliance may be accomplished by underground lines, aboveground lines, or wireless 
communication.   

Operations and Maintenance Facilities  

The project may include the construction of an O&M building with associated on-site parking (unpaved) 
within the project site. The O&M building may be co-located with the substation. Roads, driveways, and 
parking lot entrances would be constructed in accordance with Kern County improvement standards. 
Parking spaces and walkways would be constructed in accordance with all California Accessibility 
Regulations.  

Telecommunications 

The proposed Facility would require redundant telecommunication connections. The primary 
telecommunication line would consist of fiber optic cable and/or copper telecommunication line, installed 
above and/or below ground, attached to either existing utility lines located outside of the project or the new 
gen-tie. The proposed Facility telecommunication route would use a combination of existing poles, new 
poles, and/or below ground installations between the point of connection to existing telecommunications 
infrastructure and the Lakeview Substation. Lines would be placed within utility franchise easements to the 
extent feasible. The point of interconnection to the existing telecommunication facilities would be within a 
small telecommunications shelter. The interconnection utility service would consist of fiber stranded cables 
(Dielectric Self Supporting and Optical Ground Wire) coming into the Substations as part of the standard 
substation design criteria. Below ground installations are usually installed 24 to 48 inches below grade. 
Above ground lines are typically placed below existing distribution lines or on new, adjacent wooden poles. 
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Telecommunication lines may also be attached to the new gen-tie line. A secondary (backup) internet 
connection would be provided using a similar method for redundant paths. The site will also have internal 
Facility telecommunications expected to be provided by the local provider in the area.  

Meteorological Data Collection System   

The proposed Facility would require up to four meteorological data collection systems. The systems, which 
would be mounted at various locations throughout the proposed Facility, would include a variety of 
instruments to collect meteorological data. Meteorological data would be collected at the maximum height 
of the solar panels or approximately 15 feet above the ground.  

Energy Storage System 

The proposed project would include a BESS, which would be located immediately adjacent to the proposed 
substation. The BESS would provide approximate 68 MWh of energy storage. The BESS system would 
consist of commercially available lithium-ion batteries housed in enclosures. The enclosures would be 
approximately 8 feet wide by 40 feet long by 9.5 feet high (2.4 meters wide by 12 meters long by 2.9 meters 
high). The battery storage component would have a footprint of approximately 1 acre and would be 
immediately adjacent to the Project’s Substation. Site preparation required for the battery storage enclosures 
requires leveling the area for a flat concrete foundation.  

The proposed lithium-ion batteries would principally comply with the UL 9450 standard for outdoor energy 
storage enclosures. The project will be subject to compliance with existing federal, state, and local 
regulations for health and safety, including the 2016 California Fire Code. The Applicant would select 
BESS providers that comply with the application-specific codes, standards, and regulations for the siting, 
construction, and operation of lithium-ion stationary BESS.  

The project would include current best practices for fire safety. The BESS would contain a safety system 
as required by NFPA 855 and tested under the UL 9540A Test Method for Evaluating Thermal Runaway 
Fire Propagation in Battery Energy Storage Systems. The enclosure wall is designed to contain the fire and 
prevent propagation. 

The Emergency Response Plan is used to train local emergency response personnel during development 
and operations of the proposed Facility. The plan will be completed in accordance with existing state 
regulations (HSC§ 25504(b); 19 CCR §2731; 22 CCR §66262.34(a)(4)). The contents of the Emergency 
Response Plan would comply with existing state regulations and include the following components and 
involve training for the local fire responders: 

 Developed in consultation with Fire Dept. and BESS Supplier 

 Defined roles and responsibilities 

 Potential emergency scenarios including fire 

 On-site training of fire personnel and on-site project staff 

 Training for local first responders 

Lighting 

The proposed facility lighting would allow for ongoing maintenance and security, Low-level lighting may 
be installed at the entry gates, project substation, inverter pads, and O&M Building. Proposed facility 
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lighting outside of the substation would be downward facing shielded or otherwise modified to minimize 
emission of light or glare beyond the property line, or upward into the sky. 

Security  

Security would be maintained through installation of a six-foot tall wire fence topped by one foot-tall three-
strands of barbed wire. Fencing would be “wildlife friendly” with a five to seven-inch diagonal grid width 
at the lower portion to allow for the safe passage of small and medium sized mammals. The fence would 
include fence slats above the bottom diagonal grid pattern or similar visual screening materials along the 
southwestern segment that is adjacent to an existing residence. A security company would be contracted by 
the Applicant for security purposes during construction. Should the security system detect the presence of 
unauthorized personnel, the plant manager or surrogate would verify appropriate response and appropriate 
local authorities would be notified, if necessary. A Knox-Box containing keys for the proposed Facility 
would be installed to permit emergency access to the site.   

Signage  

Proposed Facility signage installed on the fence in the vicinity of the main entry gates would identify the 
project owner, operator, and emergency contacts and provide safety and security information.  

Small-scale signage would be posted at the main entry gates and intermittently along the perimeter fencing 
on exterior parcel boundaries, to indicate “No Trespassing” and “Private Property” for security and safety 
purposes. All signage would conform to Kern County signage requirements.  

The Generation‐Tie  

The 70 kV gen-tie would interconnect the project Substation to the existing PG&E Lakeview Substation. 
The gen-tie is proposed to extend approximately 0.60 miles to the east from the project site to connect to 
the Substation. The gen-tie right-of way would be from 25- to 75-feet-wide. Approximately 25 new poles 
would be installed to accommodate the gen-tie. The new poles would be constructed of either steel or wood 
at a maximum of 125 feet tall.  

Access Roads  

The proposed Facility would be primarily accessed off Copus Road and Old River Road adjacent to the 
project site and gen-tie corridor. Interior access within the solar array area would be approximately 20-foot-
wide access and maintenance roads and perimeter roads. The access points and interior driveways would 
be constructed in accordance with Kern County and California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CalFire) requirements and maintained to facilitate on-site circulation for emergency vehicles during all 
weather conditions.  

Lakeview Substation  

The existing Lakeview Substation, operated by PG&E, would require modifications within the existing 
footprint of the substation to accommodate the proposed project gen-tie connection. Additional electrical 
equipment, including Direct Transfer Trip equipment, Supervisory Control Data Acquisition and telemetry 
equipment, and breaker and control switching equipment, would be placed within the existing fenced area 
at the Lakeview Substation. 
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Construction Activities 

The construction period for the proposed project from site preparation through construction and testing is 
expected to commence in 2023 and would extend for approximately 12 months.  

Construction of the proposed project would include the following activities: 

 Construction Schedule and Personnel Requirements 

 Solar Facility Access 

 Parking and Traffic 

 Construction Safety 

 Electricity 

 Water 

 Site Preparation and Grading Activities 

 Dust Control Diesel Powered Equipment 

 Storm Water Protection 

 Solid Waste 

 Commissioning and Energizing 

 Security 

 Fire Suppression and Safety 

 Land Management 

 Agricultural Operations 

 The Lakeview Substation and PG&E Upgrades 

Construction Schedule and Personnel Requirements  

Construction and testing of the proposed Facility would take approximately 12 months to complete and is 
anticipated to begin in 2023. The proposed Facility elements would be completed either in phases or 
concurrently over the construction period. Crews would typically work five 8-hour days per week. Saturday, 
Sunday, evening, and night work may also be required due to the scheduling of system outages and 
construction schedules. The peak construction workforce is anticipated to be 550 workers, depending on 
scheduling constraints.   

Solar Facility Access 

Access to the proposed Facility would be off of Copus Road and Old River Road adjacent to the project 
site. Installation of the Facility may include minor improvements to the existing paved roads and driveways.   

Copus Road and Old River Road, are two-lane, fully surfaced regional transportation route. The access 
driveway from either Copus Road or Old River Road would include construction of turn pockets for exit 
and entry to facilitate the delivery of equipment and personnel to the proposed Facility during construction 
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and operations. The turn pockets would be constructed with 6 to 8 inches of aggregate base course to be 
designed according to California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) specifications, as needed.    

Interior construction access within the solar array area would be from approximately 20-foot-wide access 
and maintenance roads and perimeter roads. The access and interior driveways would be constructed in 
accordance with Kern County requirements and maintained to facilitate on-site circulation for emergency 
vehicles during all weather conditions.   

Parking and Traffic   

During construction, employees would be encouraged to carpool, and park within the proposed Facility 
boundary. The proposed project requires the temporary construction of approximately 1.5 acres within the 
proposed Facility for all-weather parking spaces, temporary office facilities, and equipment staging area. 
This area could be expanded to accommodate increased worker needs.   

During construction, the number of workers on the site would vary daily. During non-peak construction 
approximately 60 workers would be on-site daily, while at the peak of construction, up to 550 workers 
would be on-site on a given day. In addition, there would be an estimated eight round trips per day during 
non-peak construction required to deliver materials and equipment to the project site; up to 25 round trips 
per day would be required during peak construction.  Watering trucks would travel to and from the site up 
to six times a day during non-peak construction and up to 12 times a day during peak construction.    

The project would consult Kern County prior to initiation of construction activities that may affect area 
traffic (e.g., equipment and supply delivery necessitating lane closures and trenching) and would implement 
appropriate traffic controls in accordance with the California Vehicle Code and other state and local 
requirements. The Applicant would implement the following standard traffic measures during construction 
of all projects:  

 Construction traffic does not block emergency equipment routes. 

 Construction activities are designed to minimize work on, and use of, local streets. 

 Construction complies with San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District standards for 
unpaved driveways, which include a requirement to keep vehicle speeds below 15 miles per hour 
and to have fewer than 150 trips per day per unpaved road. 

Construction Safety  

The project would implement measures for worker safety during construction in accordance with California 
Division of Occupational Safety and Health regulations and guidance and other best management practices. 
For example, prior to construction, the Applicant would train construction workers in emergency 
procedures, fire prevention, and location and proper use of emergency equipment. The training identifies: 

 Contact numbers for various local emergency response agencies, including fire, police, and medical 
services. 

 Communication procedures to report potential health hazards and concerns. 

 Procedures to reduce the potential for igniting combustible materials by preventing electrical 
hazards, reducing the use of flammable materials, and reducing smoking on-site during 
construction and maintenance procedures. project personnel would be directed to park away from 



KERN COUNTY PLANNING AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
Jasmine Solar Project 

Notice of Preparation/Initial Study Checklist   11  June 2022 

dry vegetation; to equip vehicles with fire extinguishers; and to park heavy equipment over mineral 
soil, asphalt, or concrete at the end of each workday. Workers would also be directed not to smoke 
except in designated areas. 

 How to use and maintain fire extinguishers, shovels, and water to extinguish small fires. 

In addition, the project would adhere to any Kern County Improvement Standards to ensure accessibility 
and ground clearance of emergency vehicles (i.e., fire engines) and would make fire suppression equipment 
(i.e., fire extinguishers) available at all times. As a standard feature of all of the Applicant’s projects, heavy 
equipment would also be required to include mechanisms for fire suppression, including spark arresters or 
turbo-charging (which eliminates sparks in exhaust) and fire extinguishers.   

Electricity  

The temporary office and construction facilities would obtain construction electricity from a temporary 
drop offline from the local electrical distribution system. Up to ten portable electrical generators that meet 
local and state emission controls would be used throughout the proposed Facility during construction and 
operation for electrical needs away from the temporary construction facilities.   

Water  

The proposed project would obtain water for construction from either existing wells or purchase water from 
a local provider. The water would be trucked and stored on-site to be primarily used for dust suppression, 
soil compaction, concrete hydration and other miscellaneous activities requiring non-potable water during 
construction. The Applicant has identified the need for less than approximately 75 acre-feet of water during 
construction, primarily for dust-suppression, soil compaction, concrete hydration purposes, etc. Potable 
water for drinking and similar needs during construction would be trucked in from off-site (e.g., bottled 
water).  

Site Preparation and Grading Activities  

The proposed Facility is flat, nearly level, and would require only minimal grading to allow for installation 
of the PV panels. Minimal grading is expected for the combined area for the inverter pad, substation, 
driveways, tracker installation, and other improvements. Access driveways are constructed by placing two 
to four inches of decomposed granite or comparable material directly on the existing soil. Soil compaction, 
soil strengthening agents, or geo fabric may be used for access driveways. Compaction may also be required 
for the construction of inverter pads, substation, control rooms, and driveways.   

Dust Control 

The project would implement standard fugitive dust control measures and incorporate those measures into 
their construction contracts for all projects. The dust control measures include: 

 Watering active construction sites with the frequency of watering based on the type of operation, 
soil, and wind exposure. 

 Stabilizing dust emissions at disturbed areas, including storage piles that are not actively utilized 
for construction purposes, using water or other approved substances. 

 Prohibiting grading activities during periods of high wind (over 20 miles per hour). 
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 Limiting vehicle speed on-site to minimizes dust emissions on unpaved driveways (15 miles per 
hour). 

 Covering trucks hauling dirt, sand, or loose materials. 

 Posting a publicly visible sign with the telephone number and person to contact regarding dust 
complaints. The contact would respond and take corrective actions within 48 hours. The phone 
number of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District must also be visible to ensure 
compliance with rules regarding nuisance and fugitive dust emissions. 

Diesel‐Powered Equipment  

In addition to standard dust control features, the Applicant would implement standard measures to reduce 
tailpipe emissions from diesel-powered construction equipment. This requirement would be incorporated 
into the construction contracts for the proposed Facility.   

Storm Water Protection  

Because construction of the proposed Facility would disturb greater than one acre of surface area, the 
proposed project is required to obtain coverage under the State Water Resources Control Board (State 
Board) Construction General Permit for Storm Water Discharges Associated with Construction and Land 
Disturbance Activities (2012-0006-DWQ). As a standard requirement for enrolling under this permit, the 
project would prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) that details project information; 
monitoring and reporting procedures; and best management practices (BMPs), such as dewatering 
procedures, storm water runoff quality control measures, and concrete waste management, as necessary. 
The SWPPP would be based on final engineering design and would include project components. The 
proposed project would submit a Notice of Intent to the State Board to initiate coverage under the 
Construction General Permit.  

Solid Waste  

A contract would be executed with a local waste hauling company to ensure removal of landfill material 
from the site. Efforts would be made to reduce landfill waste by developing an effective waste recycling 
program. Waste containers would be spread over work areas making it easy for workers to utilize. Workers 
would make regular sweeps to ensure the worksite is clean and safe. 

Commissioning and Energizing  

Before solar field components can be commissioned and tested, they must have back-feed power from the 
high voltage system. Final construction phasing would be determined during project financing but, for the 
purposes of this CEQA analysis, it is assumed that all construction phases may occur simultaneously.  

Project Operation and Maintenance Activities  

Once the proposed project is constructed, maintenance would generally be limited to the following: 

 Cleaning of PV panels 

 Monitoring electricity generation 

 Providing site security 
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 Facility maintenance – replacing or repairing inverters, wiring, and PV modules 

Schedule and Workforce  

During the operational phase, the project would employ up to two (2) full-time equivalent (FTE) personnel 
(or personnel hours totaling 2 FTE positions (i.e., an average of 200 personnel hours per week) who would 
commute to the site. Additional operational staff of up to two (2) full-time employees could be there at any 
time when urgent repairs or maintenance are required.  

The facility would operate seven days a week, 24 hours a day, generating electricity during normal daylight 
hours when the solar energy is available. Maintenance activities may occur seven days a week, 24 hours a 
day to ensure PV panel output when solar energy is available.  

Operational Water Usage 

Water demand for panel washing and O&M domestic use (sinks, lavatories, landscape irrigation, drinking) 
is not expected to exceed .3 acre-feet per year. Water is anticipated to be obtained from on-site wells or 
delivered via truck from an off-site source(s) within the project vicinity. If water is trucked into the site, it 
is anticipated that an available local water source would be selected to minimize truck trips/lengths in 
transporting water to/from the site. 

Electrical Supply 

Power for plant auxiliaries would be provided by the project’s electrical generation or supplied by the local 
power provider. The proposed project would require power for the O&M facilities, electrical enclosures, 
tracker motors, associated structures, and for lighting and security.  

The proposed Facility is anticipated to be operational and productive over a period of 35 years. The 
proposed Facility would operate seven days a week, with daily monitoring and maintenance activities, both 
planned and unplanned, taking place during daytime and nighttime hours. Personnel would largely work in 
the O&M building monitoring the system’s performance and performing system production forecasting. 
Personnel would access equipment within the proposed Facility for operational adjustments or minor 
repairs. Regular access throughout the proposed Facility throughout the day and night is expected, as is foot 
traffic on and off of roads. Personnel would use light to medium duty trucks and all-terrain vehicles for 
traversing the site along fire access roads, including drainage crossings. Security monitoring would occur 
on-site 24 hours a day.   

Planned and unplanned maintenance would occur every day and as needed during daytime and nighttime 
hours, throughout the lifetime of the Project. Planned maintenance activities within the proposed Facility 
would include routine inspection, repair, restoration, replacement or repair, washing solar panels, security 
surveys and actions, and modification work on project equipment and facilities. Unplanned maintenance 
activities could also become necessary due to unexpected damage to or failure of equipment or facilities.   

Forced outage situations, where the proposed Facility has unexpectedly stopped normal operations, could 
occur during the O&M period requiring immediate action. Forced outages are characterized by an 
unexpected failure of project equipment or facilities, which requires immediate inspection, repair, 
restoration, replacement and/or modification. Forced outage conditions are characterized as more urgent or 
emergency-type work where potential for harm to persons, property or the environment exists and requires 
expedited action to remedy the situation to avoid such risks.    
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During operations of the Project, inspections, testing, maintenance, and repairs would be performed on a 
continual basis, with most activities occurring once or twice per year for each tracker or major piece of 
equipment. Specific activities for inspection and preventive maintenance include the following: 

 System testing to ensure peak performance. 

 Inspecting array mechanical components, PV mounting systems, and PV modules. 

 Inspecting AC and DC electrical components, including conductors, conduit, connectors, fused and 
unfused disconnects, and switchgear. 

 Inspecting battery components. 

 Inspecting tracker control enclosures and components. 

 Inspecting inverters and cleaning of fans and enclosures. 

 Lubrication of worm gear annually. 

 Testing DC array circuits. 

 Inspecting electrical terminations and mechanical connections for proper torque throughout system. 

 Meter reading. 

Routine system maintenance includes tightening of loose electrical connections and, tightening ground 
connections, replacement of defective modules found during testing, other minor maintenance and repair 
work.  

Corrective maintenance that would periodically occur during operation include: 

 Replacement of broken or non-functioning PV panels. 

 Tracker troubleshooting and repair. 

 DC and AC circuit troubleshooting and repair, including fault situations. 

 Monitoring equipment and sensor troubleshooting and repair. 

 Major system repairs. 

 System troubleshooting and repair in the field and in the O&M building. 

 Warranty repairs, retrofits, or replacements. 

Maintenance or repair would occur on an as needed basis when deterioration of parts or damage occurs or 
retrofitting becomes necessary. Access and fire roads, including drainage crossings, would rarely require 
maintenance or repair but could require re-grading, leveling, filling, or culvert repair. Supporting facilities 
and structures such as the water supply and treatment facilities (wells, tank, septic tank and leach field), 
O&M building, security system, fencing (around the array area and project Substation), and parking areas 
could require corrective maintenance or repair. The electrical transmission facilities including the project 
Substation, medium voltage overhead lines, and gen-tie may also need corrective repair or corrective 
maintenance. Other O&M activities include erosion control maintenance, restoration of vegetative cover, 
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vegetation maintenance (e.g. mowing, grazing, and weed control such as herbicide spraying or mechanical 
removal).  

Fire Suppression and Safety  

Combustible vegetation or agricultural products on and around the proposed Facility would be actively 
managed by the project owner during both the construction and operation phases to minimize fire risk. 
Combustible products would be either limited in height or removed primarily through a combination of dirt 
or gravel firebreaks, grazing, and mowing. A Vegetation Management Plan would be implemented during 
operations to guide the use of tools such as grazing and mowing to help manage accumulation of potential 
fine fuels around project infrastructure. The proposed Facility would also include fire breaks around the 
site boundary in the form of compacted dirt or gravel breaks and access driveways subject to Kern County 
standards.  

Land Management  

Currently, the proposed Facility design is comprised of approximately 511.47 acres of agricultural land that 
are tilled for crop production. Due to the disturbed nature of the site, wildlife diversity and abundance within 
the study area are generally low.  

Agricultural Operations  

Agricultural operations would continue within a portion of the property that is outside of the Facility fence 
line. In recent years, the parcels have been used primarily for grazing and farming dry grain crops such as 
wheat or barley. These lands would continue to be actively farmed with cultivated crops that may include, 
but are not limited to, winter wheat, barley, cantaloupe, watermelon, beans, orchards, and other row crops. 
During active farming, weeds would be managed following established agricultural practices.  

Project Features and Best Management Practices 

The following sections describe standard project features and best management practices that would be 
applied during construction and long-term operation of the project to maintain safety and minimize or avoid 
environmental impacts. 

Hazardous Waste and Hazardous Materials Management 

The proposed project would have minimal levels of materials on-site that have been defined as hazardous 
under 40 CFR, Part 261. Materials such as the following would be used during the construction, operation, 
and long-term maintenance of the proposed project:  

 Diesel fuel, gasoline and motor oil– used for electrical equipment  

 Mineral oil - to be sealed within the transformers 

 Various solvents/detergents – equipment cleaning  

 Lead acid-based and/or lithium ion batteries – used for emergency backup 

Hazardous materials and wastes will be managed, used, handled, stored, and transported in accordance with 
applicable local and State regulations. All hazardous wastes will be maintained at quantities below the 
threshold requiring a Hazardous Material Management Program (HMMP) (one 55-gallon drum). Though 
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not expected, should any on-site storage of hazardous materials exceed one 55-gallon drum, an HMMP 
would be prepared and implemented. 

Chemical storage tanks (if any) would be designed and installed to meet applicable local and state 
regulations. Any wastes classified as hazardous such as solvents, degreasing agents, concrete curing 
compounds, paints, adhesives, chemicals, or chemical containers would be stored (in an approved storage 
facility/shed/structure) and disposed of as required by local and state regulations. Material quantities of 
hazardous wastes are not proposed or anticipated to be used. 

Non‐Hazardous Wastes/Inert Solids 

Inert solid wastes resulting from construction activities may include recyclable items such as paper, 
cardboard, solid concrete and block, metals, wire, glass, type 1-4 plastics, drywall, wood, and lubricating 
oils. Non-recyclable items include insulation, other plastics, food waste, vinyl flooring and base, carpeting, 
paint containers, packing materials, and other construction wastes. A Construction Waste Management Plan 
will be prepared for review by the County. Consistent with local regulations and the California Green 
Building Code, the Plan would provide for diversion of a minimum of 50 percent of construction waste 
from landfills.  

Spill Prevention and Containment 

Spill prevention and containment for construction and operation of the proposed project will adhere to the 
Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) guidance on Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures 
(SPCC). 

Wastewater/Septic System 

A standard on-site septic tank and leach field would be used at the O&M building(s) to dispose of sanitary 
wastewater from sinks and lavatories, designed to meet operation and maintenance guidelines required by 
Kern County laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards. The septic system and leach field would be sized 
according the number of employees. 

Health and Safety 

The proposed project would adhere to all Kern County Improvement Standards to ensure accessibility for 
emergency vehicles and safe operation during construction on project operation. The proposed project 
would implement measures for worker safety during construction in accordance with California Division 
of Occupational Safety and Health (CalOSHA) regulations and guidance and other best management 
practices. The proposed project will have an Emergency Response Plan (ERP). The ERP will address 
potential emergencies including chemical releases, fires, and injuries. All employees will be provided with 
communication devices, cell phones, or walkie-talkies, to provide aid in the event of an emergency.  

To help ensure safety procedures are following, the proposed project would include safety training for 
construction workers and operational personnel. This would include both classroom and hands-on training 
in operating and maintenance procedures, general safety items, and the planned maintenance program. 
Training would include emergency procedures, fire prevention, and discussion of the location and proper 
use of emergency equipment. In addition, contact numbers for various local emergency response agencies, 
including fire, police, and medical services would be provided, and instruction for communication 
procedures to report potential health hazards and concerns would be a part of the training. 
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The proposed project also would include training on procedures to preventing electrical hazards that would 
reduce the potential for igniting combustible materials. The project also would limit areas where employee 
can smoke and parking areas for both personal, heavy equipment, and for project operations would be 
provided over mineral soil, asphalt, or concrete and at a safe distance from dry vegetation. In addition, 
heavy equipment also would also be equipped with other mechanisms such spark arresters or turbo-charging 
(which eliminates sparks in exhaust).  Lastly, all project vehicles would be equipped with fire extinguishers, 
and training on their maintenance and how to extinguish small fires would be provided 

As discussed above, these safety precautions and emergency systems would be implemented as part of, 
design, construction, operation, and maintenance of the proposed project to ensure safe and reliable 
operation.  

The Lakeview Substation and PG&E Upgrades  

Overview 

In order to accommodate interconnection of the proposed solar photovoltaic electrical generating Facility 
(solar Facility) to the California electrical grid, the project is anticipated to modify the existing Lakeview 
Substation in unincorporated Kern County, California, to accommodate a new 70 kV bus terminal. The new 
bus terminal will connect the proposed customer-owned photovoltaic solar project to the existing 
transmission system via new generation tie-line. Further description of the network upgrades is provided in 
the sections below.  

Scope  

The proposed project is located in unincorporated Kern County, approximately 15 miles east of the 
community of Maricopa, approximately 4 miles west of Interstate 5, and approximately 2.5 miles north of 
State Route 166. The existing Lakeview Substation occupies an approximately 1.5-acre parcel located at 
the corner of Copus Road and Schallock Road. The expansion would cover approximately .50-acres of land 
immediately adjacent to the west corner of the existing substation. The surrounding area is predominantly 
characterized by rural uses such as agriculture and open space.  

Project Facilities  

PG&E proposes to modify the existing Lakeview Substation. New substation equipment will be constructed 
adjacent to the existing equipment by extending an existing 70 kV single breaker double bus configuration 
with three (3) new bay structures, including one for the customer-owned photovoltaic solar project 
generation tie-line. The additional bay structure will be used as a spare for future equipment. A general 
arrangement of the existing and future substation is show Figure 11, Lakeview Substation General 
Arrangement. A profile view of the modified substation area is show on Figure 12, Lakeview Substation 
Profile View. Limited construction of new power line structures and removal of existing structures will be 
necessary to optimize the power line routing into the modified substation area, taking into consideration 
land availability and site access to the pole locations. 

Modified Lakeview Substation Facilities 

Moderate site grading and fill will be required to accommodate the substation facilities and temporary 
construction work area. PG&E will install new electric equipment at the substation, including new circuit 
breakers, bus structures, 70 kV disconnect switches, transformers, protective relaying, metering and control 
equipment, telemetering equipment, an electric grounding system, and underground conduits or trench 
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systems. The modified substation area will be unmanned, with automated features and remote-control 
capabilities. The general arrangement of the modified substation area is provided in Figure 11, and a 
corresponding substation profile view is provided in Figure 12. For security, PG&E will install an 
approximately 9.5-foot-tall fence consisting of an 8-foot-tall chain-link fence fabric, topped with 1-foot 
“V” shaped topper with 6 rows of bar-wire and 1.5-foot diameter razor wire that will enclose the modified 
portion of the substation area. 

Power Line Reconfiguration  

Existing power poles and conductors located outside the substation may be required to be reconfigured in 
order for the proposed customer-owned photovoltaic solar project to connect to the new substation 
equipment. This will be achieved by installing new structures, or by replacing existing structures with new 
structures, to accommodate the customer-generation tie-line and new line angles resulting from the new 
arrangements, taking into consideration land availability and site access to the power line support locations.  

In order to accommodate the customer-owned generation tie-line interconnection, Pacific Gas & Electric 
(PG&E) will extend an approximately 150-feet 70 kV power line from the Lakeview Substation dead-end 
structure to a new customer-owned TSP located immediately north of the substation fence line. An 
additional pole approximately 80-95 foot tall TSP will be added to support the line between the customer 
owned TSP and Lakeview Substation. Typical design of the structures are provided in Figure 13, Typical 
Tubular Steel Design. 

Access and Construction Work Area 

Parking, lay down, and staging for construction materials and equipment at the substation site will 
temporarily occupy the northern portion of the graded pad. Work areas around the poles will require 
approximately a 50-foot radius. The modified substation area will result in approximately .50-acres of 
permanent disturbance. Temporary work areas outside the modified substation will total approximately 2-
acres of temporary disturbance. During construction, access to the modified substation area will be obtained 
from Copus Road. Minor access road improvements will be required in order to transport heavy equipment.  

Modified Substation Construction  

Surveyors will stake the access road alignment, establish grading limits, and set grade stakes for the 
modified substation pad. Prior to the start of construction, SWPPP BMPs will be installed. Site preparation 
will begin with vegetation clearing, including grasses and other organic material. 

This vegetation material will be stockpiled within the footprint of the modified substation area and 
eventually removed from the site. Topsoil will be stripped, stockpiled, and reused for agriculture or site 
restoration. Rough grading will begin, approximately balancing the cut and fill on the level site. The rough 
grade will provide site drainage to the newly constructed stormwater retention basin. Engineered fill 
(gravel) will be spread on the pad surface to create a stable work area for subsequent construction activities. 
While the engineering design will attempt to balance the cut and fill, some existing soil may not be suitable 
for the proposed use. To the extent possible, all cut materials will be reused as fill following suitability 
testing.  

Representative samples of excess soil will be collected, analyzed, and profiled for disposal in accordance 
with all federal, state, and local regulations. Engineered fill material will be imported as needed to 
accomplish the necessary compaction and final grade.  
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Rough grading will be followed by installing a security fence, excavating and installing the subsurface 
ground grid, conduit chases, and forming and pouring concrete footings and foundations for all the 
aboveground structures. After the concrete has cured, PG&E will install the aboveground steel structures, 
circuit breakers, busses, dead ends, and other electrical equipment, including associated control system 
hardware.  

Equipment to be placed on foundation slabs or footings will either be bolted or welded securely to meet the 
appropriate seismic requirements. All metallic structures within the substation will be connected to the 
station grounding grid. A final dressing of aggregate will be spread on all unpaved areas in the modified 
substation area to provide an all-weather stable surface for O&M activities while limiting the amount of 
impervious surface created to minimize site run-off. Areas where equipment access is needed for 
maintenance will be stabilized using compacted aggregate base.  

Power Line Reconfiguration/Interconnection Construction  

Once the foundation locations have been surveyed and staked, power line construction will be divided into 
four phases: (1) Installing TSP foundation, including construction of access to each new TSP location as 
necessary; (2) Installing TSPs; (3) Stringing power line relocations, which may require shoo-fly poles and 
temporary work areas to cut-over lines and construct pull sites; (4) Removing poles and conductors, access 
roads, and pull sites, and restoring surfaces as necessary. 

Installing New Poles  

Installing new TSPs will require boring a single foundation hole approximately 4.5 to 7 feet in diameter 
and 15 to 30 feet deep depending on the soil conditions. Workers will place reinforcing steel in the hole 
and secure the steel to a bolt assembly plate. Concrete forms that extend 1 to 2 feet above natural ground 
level will be installed and concrete will be poured around the reinforcing steel up to the level of the bolt 
assembly plate. The TSPs typically consist of two or three sections, depending on the length or diameter of 
the pole. The pole base will be lifted by a crane onto the foundation and bolted in place. The crane then will 
lift the remaining sections and lower them into place. The top section is fitted with arms and insulators prior 
to being lifted into place. 

Erosion and Sediment Control and Pollution Prevention  

PG&E will implement a SWPPP during construction to prevent pollution of nearby drainages with sediment 
or other polluted runoff related to project construction. The plan will outline BMPs that will include placing 
erosion and sediment controls such as fiber rolls, silt fence, mulch, and seed as appropriate during project 
construction. BMPs will be installed prior to preconstruction vegetation clearing, as appropriate.  

Cleanup  

Cleanup operations involve final grading to original contours and cleaning up all disturbed areas, including 
temporary workspaces and the ancillary access roads to the pole reconfiguration work areas and the 
temporary access road to the modified substation area. Poles and conductors removed from the Project will 
be dismantled and taken to appropriate disposal facilities to be reused, recycled, or disposed of properly. 
PG&E will conduct a final survey to ensure that cleanup activities have been successfully completed.  

Construction Schedule  

While substation modification and power line construction will require approximately 16 months of 
construction activity, there will be gaps in the schedule due to equipment delivery logistics, power load 
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considerations, and other factors. The expectation is for the proposed Facility to be placed in service by end 
of 2023, with final close out items completing in 2024.  

The improvements to the Lakeview Substation would be constructed by PG&E while the Project would 
construct the gen-tie.  Both the gen-tie and Lakeview Substation are under the regulating authority of the 
CPUC. CPUC General Order No. 131-D preempts local authorities from regulating electric power line and 
substation projects. PG&E would consult with Kern County to avoid and/or resolve conflicts with existing 
land uses. Potential environmental impacts associated with PG&E supporting facilities are addressed in this 
CEQA analysis, as these are critical project components. 

Decommissioning 

With the removal of proposed Facility infrastructure, the site would revert to undeveloped land that supports 
agricultural production and wildlife habitat. The decommissioning and restoration process involves 
removing aboveground and belowground structures, restoring topsoil, revegetation, and seeding. 
Temporary erosion and sedimentation control BMPs would be used during the proposed Facility’s 
decommissioning phase.  

Solar panels would be removed and placed in secure transport crates or container boxes for storage, and 
transported to another Facility for reuse, material recycling, or disposal. The bolts and reusable fasteners 
that had attached each module to the racks would be removed and saved for reuse. Once the solar modules 
were removed, the racks would be disassembled and the structures supporting the racks would be removed 
and salvaged or recycled. Electrical equipment would be de-energized prior to removal, salvaged (where 
possible), placed in appropriate shipping containers, and secured in a truck transport trailer for shipment 
offsite. Electrical equipment, transformers, and switching gear on the inverter and interconnection 
transformer pads and all above ground electrical wiring would be removed and recycled or disposed. All 
other aboveground site infrastructure—including fences, awnings, and the concrete pads that supported the 
inverters, and related equipment—would be removed. The fence and gate would be removed per a fencing 
plan and may include the replacement of some perimeter array fencing with fencing to facilitate livestock 
management. Removed materials would be recycled to the greatest extent possible. All debris would be 
removed from the area.  

1.5. Project Objectives 

The project proponent had defined the following objectives for the project: 

 The project would establish solar PV power-generating facilities that are of a sufficient size and 
configuration to produce approximately 70 megawatts (MW) of electricity and help to meet the 
increasing demand of the State of California for clean, renewable electrical power at a competitive 
cost. 

 The project would generate up to 550 jobs during construction and approximately 2 permanent jobs 
during operation, which would provide increased business for local contractors and vendors.  

 The project would minimize environmental effects by: 

o Locating generating facilities in a rural portion of northwestern Kern County which 
receives intense solar radiation; 

o Using existing electrical transmission facilities, rights-of-way, roads, and other existing 
infrastructure where practicable; 
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o Minimizing water use; and 

o Reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

 The project would assist the state of California in achieving the Renewable Portfolio Standard 
(RPS) for 2030, by providing a new source of renewable energy (California State Assembly Bill 
[AB] 32, Senate Bill [SB] 1078, SB 107, SB 350, and SB 2). 

1.6. Proposed Discretionary Actions/Required Approvals 

The Kern County Planning and Natural Resources Department as the Lead Agency (per CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15052) for the proposed project has discretionary responsibility for the proposed project. To 
implement this project, the project proponent may need to obtain discretionary and ministerial 
permits/approvals including, but not limited to, the following: 

Federal 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Section 10 Incidental Take Permit and Habitat 
Conservation Plan (if required) 

 United States Army Corps of Engineers Section 404 Permit (if required) 

State 

 California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

o Section 851 Permit 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

o Section 1600 et seq. permits (Streambed Alteration Agreements) (if required) 

o Section 2081 Permit (State-listed endangered species) (if required) 

 Central Valley Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) 

o Waste Discharge Requirements 

o Regional Water Quality Certification (401 Permit) (if required) 

o National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction General Permit 

o General Construction Stormwater Permit (Preparation of a SWPPP) 

 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

o Right-of-Way Encroachment Permit (if required) 

o Permit for Transport of Oversized Loads  

Local 

 Kern County  
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o Certification of Final Environmental Impact Report 

o Adoption of Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program 

o Adoption of 15091 Findings of Fact and 15093 Statement of Overriding Considerations 

o Approval of Conditional Use Permits  

o Approval of Williamson Act Contract Cancellation  

o Approval of Kern County Grading and Building Permits 

o Approval of Kern County Access Road Design and Encroachment Permits 

o Approval of Fire Safety Plan 

 San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  

o Approval of Fugitive Dust Control Plan 

o Authority to Construct (ATC) 

o Permit to Operate (PTO) 

The preceding discretionary actions/approvals are potentially required and do not necessarily represent a 
comprehensive list of all possible discretionary permits/approvals required. Other additional permits or 
approvals from responsible agencies may be required for the proposed project. 
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Figure 1: Regional Vicinity Map

SOURCE: Esri 2022
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Figure 2: Local Vicinity Map

SOURCE: Esri 2022
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Figure 3: Parcelization Map 
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Figure 4: Existing General Plan Designations

SOURCE: Kern County 2022
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Figure 5: Existing Zoning Classifications

SOURCE: Kern County, 2022
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Figure 6: Exisitng Williamson Act Contracted Land

SOURCE: Kern County 2022
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Figure 7: California Important Farmland Map

SOURCE: DOC 2018
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Figure 8: FEMA Floodplain Map 

SOURCE: FEMA 2008
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Figure 8: FEMA Floodplain Map 
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SOURCE: FEMA 2008

National Flood Hazard Layer FIRMette

Ü

SEE FIS REPORT FOR DETAILED LEGEND AND INDEX MAP FOR FIRM PANEL LAYOUT

SPECIAL FLOOD
HAZARD AREAS

Without Base Flood Elevation (BFE)
Zone A, V, A99

With BFE or Depth Zone AE, AO, AH, VE, AR

Regulatory Floodway

0.2% Annual Chance Flood Hazard, Areas
of 1% annual chance flood with average
depth less than one foot or with drainage
areas of less than one square mile Zone X

Future Conditions 1% Annual
Chance Flood Hazard Zone X

Area with Reduced Flood Risk due to
Levee. See Notes. Zone X

Area with Flood Risk due to Levee Zone D

NO SCREEN Area of Minimal Flood Hazard Zone X

Area of Undetermined Flood Hazard Zone D

Channel, Culvert, or Storm Sewer
Levee, Dike, or Floodwall

Cross Sections with 1% Annual Chance
17.5 Water Surface Elevation

Coastal Transect

Coastal Transect Baseline
Profile Baseline
Hydrographic Feature

Base Flood Elevation Line (BFE)

Effective LOMRs

Limit of Study
Jurisdiction Boundary

Digital Data Available

No Digital Data Available

Unmapped

This map complies with FEMA's standards for the use of
digital flood maps if it is not void as described below.
The basemap shown complies with FEMA's basemap
accuracy standards

The flood hazard information is derived directly from the
authoritative NFHL web services provided by FEMA. This map
was exported on 2/2/2022 at 2:59 PM  and does not
reflect changes or amendments subsequent to this date and
time. The NFHL and effective information may change or
become superseded by new data over time.

This map image is void if the one or more of the following map
elements do not appear: basemap imagery, flood zone labels,
legend, scale bar, map creation date, community identifiers,
FIRM panel number, and FIRM effective date. Map images for
unmapped and unmodernized areas cannot be used for
regulatory purposes.

Legend

OTHER AREAS OF
FLOOD HAZARD

OTHER AREAS

GENERAL
STRUCTURES

OTHER
FEATURES

MAP PANELS

8

B
20.2

The pin displayed on the map is an approximate
point selected by the user and does not represent
an authoritative property location.

119°7'30"W 35°6'13"N

119°6'52"W 35°5'44"N

Basemap: USGS National Map: Orthoimagery: Data refreshed October, 2020

06029C3125E
eff.9/29/2008

06029C3100E
eff. 9/26/2008

KERN COUNTY
UNINCORPORATED AREAS

060075

WAIIII c::::::::J 

1111111 



Not to scale
Notice of Preparation (NOP) / Initial Study (IS)
Jasmine Solar Project 
Figure 9: Oil and Gas Well Locations

SOURCE: DOC, 2022, Esri, 2022
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Figure 10: Proposed Site Plan
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Figure 11: Lakeview Substation General Arrangement

SOURCE: SF Jasmine, LLC, 2022
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Figure 12: Lakeview Substation Profile View

SOURCE: SF Jasmine, LLC, 2022
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Figure 13: Typical Tubular Steel Design

SOURCE: SF Jasmine, LLC, 2022
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Jasmine Solar Project 

2. Kern County Environmental Checklist Form 

2.1. Environmental Factors Potentially Affected 

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least 
one impact that is a "potentially significant impact" as indicated by the Kem County Environmental 
Checklist on the following pages. 

~ Aesthetics ~ 

~ Biological Resources ~ 
~ Geology and Soils ~ 

~ Hydrology and Water 
~ Quality 

~ Noise □ 
□ Recreation ~ 
~ Utilities/Service Systems ~ 

2.2. Determination 

(To be completed by the Lead Agency) 

On the basis of this initial evaluation: 

Agricultural and Forestry 
Resources 

Cultural Resources 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 

Land Use and Planning 

Population and Housing 
Transportation and Traffic 

Wildfire 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 
~ 

~ 

Air Quality 

Energy 
Hazards and Hazardous 

Materials 

Mineral Resources 

Public Services 
Tribal Cultural Resources 

Mandatory Findings of 
Significance 

D I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION will be prepared. 

D I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be 
a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the project 
proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared. 

~ I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMP ACT REPORT is required . 

D I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant impact" or "potentially significant unless 
mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect (a) has been adequately analyzed in an earlier 
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (b) has been addressed by mitigation measures based 
on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENT IMPACT REPORT is required, 
but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed. 

D I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE 
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to that 
earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed 
upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. 

~ ~------_-_-_____ _ 
Printed Name: 

Date : 

6/9/2022 
Title : 

Terrance Smalls Supervising Planner 
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3. Evaluation of Environmental Impacts 
1. A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately 

supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A 
“No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact 
simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture 
zone). A “No Impact” answer should be explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well 
as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a 
project-specific screening analysis). 

2. All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, 
cumulative as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational 
impacts. 

3. Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist 
answers must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with 
mitigation, or less than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial 
evidence that an effect may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” 
entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required. 

4. Negative Declaration: “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies where the 
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from “Potentially Significant Impact” to a 
“Less-than-Significant Impact.” The lead agency must describe the mitigation measure and briefly 
explain how they reduce the effect to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from Section 
XVII, “Earlier Analyses,” may be cross-referenced). 

5. Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an 
effect has been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration, Section 15063(c)(3)(D).  
In this case, a brief discussion should identify the following: 

a. Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review. 

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist where within the 
scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, 
and state whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis. 

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated,” 
describe the mitigation measures that were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and 
the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project. 

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for 
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside 
document should, where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is 
substantiated.   

7. Supporting Information Sources:  A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals 
contacted should be cited in the discussion. 
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8. This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead 
agencies should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s 
environmental effects in whatever format is selected. 

9. The explanation of each issue should identify: 

a. The significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and 

b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to a less than significant level. 
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Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

with 
Mitigation 

Incorporated 

Less-than 
Significant 

Impact 
No 

Impact 
       

I. Aesthetics 
Would the project:  
      
a. Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic 

vista? 
    

      
b. Substantially damage scenic resources, 

including, but not limited to, trees, rock 
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state 
scenic highway? 

    

      
c. In nonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the 

existing visual character or quality of the site and 
its surroundings? (Public views are those that are 
experienced from public accessible vantage 
points) If the project is in an urbanized area, 
would the project conflict with applicable zoning 
and other regulations governing scenic quality?  

    

      
d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare 

that would adversely affect day or nighttime 
views in the area? 

    

RESPONSES:  

(a-d) The project is located in a sparsely developed, rural area of Kern County. Land uses in the project 
area included a mix of undeveloped land, solar and wind energy production facilities, transmission 
facilities, and rural residential development.  The project site is not located within an area 
designated for or identified as having a scenic vista or scenic views. According to the California 
Department of Transportation (Caltrans) California Scenic Highway Mapping System, the closest 
eligible State scenic highways are where is State Route (SR) 166 meets SR 33, located near 
Cuyama, CA, approximately 25 miles southwest of the project site. Given the distance to the project 
site from both state highways, the proposed project site would not be visible or change views. 
Additionally, the project site is within previously disturbed agricultural fields with no trees on site, 
rock outcroppings, or permanent structures. Changes to the visual quality and character of the 
project site may be significant and impacts will, therefore, be further evaluated in the EIR. 

The project site is previously disturbed agricultural land that does not generate a source of light or 
glare. The surrounding area contains scattered rural residential development as well as existing 
permitted solar and wind electrical generation facilities and transmission infrastructure.  The 
existing residences in the project vicinity generate a minimal to moderate amount of light, primarily 
from building or outdoor lighting.  The PV modules of the surrounding arrays and those proposed 
by the project are designed to absorb sunlight to maximize electrical output; therefore, they are not 
expected to create significant reflective surfaces or the potential for glint/glare during the day. 
However, further analysis of the specific lighting proposed and the potential effects of light and 
glare from the proposed project will be provided in the EIR.  

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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Less than 
Significant 

with 
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No 

Impact 
       

II. Agriculture and Forest Resources 
Would the project: 
      
a. Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 

Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), 
as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the 
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of 
the California Resources Agency, to nonagricul-
tural use?  

    

      
b. Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use 

or a Williamson Act Contract? 
    

      
c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause 

rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland 
(as defined by Public Resources Code section 
4526), or timberland zoned Timberland 
Production (as defined by Government Code 
section 51104(g))? 

    

      
d. Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of 

forest land to non-forest use? 
    

      
e. Involve other changes in the existing 

environment which, due to their location or 
nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, 
to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest 
land to non-forest use? 

    

      
f.  Result in the cancellation of an open space 

contract made pursuant to the California Land 
Conservation Act of 1965 or Farmland Security 
Zone Contract for any parcel of 100 or more 
acres (Section 15205(b)(3) Public Resources 
Code)?  

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) According to the California Department of Conservation (CCDOC), California Important Farmland 
Finder Map, there is lands designated as Farmland of Statewide Importance and Grazing Land 
throughout the project site (See Figure 7). The portion of the project site that would be developed with 
the solar array and the area where the 7) KV Gen-Tie is primarily classified as Farmland of Statewide 
Importance. Construction and/or operation of the proposed project would result in the direct conversion 
of designated Farmland to a nonagricultural use. This is potentially significant and would require 
further analysis in the EIR. 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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(b) The project site and surrounding area includes land that is currently zoned as A (Exclusive 
Agriculture). According to the Kern County Zoning Ordinance, a commercial solar facility is a 
compatible use within the A zone district. The construction and operation of a solar energy generating 
facility on the site would require the approval of a CUP. The project site does contain lands that are 
subject to Williamson Act contracts. As such, there would be impacts to Williamson Act lands. This 
issue will be further evaluated in the EIR.  

(c) No lands affected by the proposed project are zoned as forest land or timberland, or for timberland 
production. Therefore, the project would not conflict with existing zoning for, or cause the rezoning 
of, forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned for timberland production. Therefore, there would be 
no impact and further analysis in the EIR is not required. 

(d) The project site is neither situated on forest or timberland nor is located near any such areas that are 
currently under production. There is no land in the vicinity of the project site that is zoned as forest 
land, timberland, or lands zoned for timberland production. Therefore, there would be no impact 
related to the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No further analysis is 
warranted in the EIR. 

(e) As mentioned in responses (c) and (d), the project site is not designated as forest land and forest land 
or timberlands do not occur in the project vicinity. As mentioned in response (a) above, the project 
site is classified as Farmland of Statewide Importance and grazing land, therefore, resulting in the 
conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use. The conversion of farmland would require further 
evaluation in the EIR. 

(f) The project site is not subject to a Williamson Act Land Use Contract made pursuant to the California 
Land Conversion Act of 1965. The proposed project is located on and surrounded by lands pursuant 
to an active Williamson Act Land Use Contract. The project would not result in the cancellation of 
an open space contract made pursuant to the California Land Conservation Act of 1965 or Farmland 
Security Zone contract for any parcel of 100 or more acres (Section 15206[b][3] Public Resources 
Code). Thus, potential impacts will be further evaluated in the EIR. 
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III. Air Quality 
Where available, the significance criteria established by the applicable air quality management or air pollution 
control district shall be relied upon to make the following determinations. Would the project: 
      
a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the 

applicable air quality plan? 
    

      
b. Result in a cumulatively considerable net 

increase of any criteria pollutant for which the 
project region is in nonattainment under an 
applicable federal or state ambient air quality 
standard? Specifically, would implementation of 
the project exceed any of the following adopted 
thresholds: 

    

      

 
i. San Joaquin Valley Unified Air Pollution 

Control District:  
 

   

 Operational and Area Sources     

 
Reactive organic gases (ROG): 
10 tons per year. 

    

 Oxides of nitrogen (NOX): 10 tons per year.     
 Particulate matter (PM10): 15 tons per year.     

      
 Stationary Sources - as Determined by 

District Rules     

 Severe nonattainment: 25 tons per year.     
 Extreme nonattainment: 10 tons per year.     
      
 ii. Eastern Kern Air Pollution Control District.      
 Operational and Area Sources     

 
Reactive organic gases (ROG): 
25 tons per year. 

    

 Oxides of nitrogen (NOX): 25 tons per year.     
 Particulate matter (PM10): 15 tons per year.     

      
 Stationary Sources – as Determined by 

District Rules     

 25 tons per year.     
      
c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial 

pollutant concentrations? 
    

      
d. Result in other emissions (such as those leading 

to odors) adversely affecting a substantial number 
of people? 

    

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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RESPONSES: 

(a-d)  The project site is located entirely within the jurisdiction of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution 
Control District (SJVAPCD), in the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin (SJVAB). The SJVAB is 
designated as a nonattainment area for both the State and federal ozone standards and the State 
particulate matter (PM2.5) standard. Project construction would generate emissions of reactive 
organic gases (ROG) and oxides of nitrogen (NOX), both of which are known as ozone precursors, 
and PM10 that could result in significant impacts to air quality in the area.  

SJVAPCD’s most recently adopted air quality management plans are its 2016 Ozone Plan for 2008 
8-Hour Ozone Standard (SJVAPCD, 2016) and its 2018 Plan for the 1997, 2006, and 2012 PM2.5 
Standards (SJVAPCD, 2018). Further analysis of the project’s air quality impacts is warranted to 
determine whether the proposed project would conflict with or obstruct implementation of 
SJVAPCD’s applicable air quality plan for attainment and, if so, to determine the reasonable and 
feasible mitigation measures that could be imposed. Land uses determined to be “sensitive 
receptors” to air quality include residential areas, schools, convalescent and acute care hospitals, 
parks and recreational areas, and churches.  

The nearest sensitive receptors are residential uses in the surrounding area, the closest located 
directly across Copus Road, approximately 240 ft south of the project site. The nearest 
park/recreational area is Buena Vista Aquatic Recreation Area, approximately 10.5 miles northwest 
of the project site, the closest school to the site is the Lakeside Elementary, approximately 8 miles 
north of the project site, and Mercy Hospital which is located at Truxtun Ave in Bakersfield 
approximately 17 miles north. Facility operation activities may result in exhaust emissions and dust 
created from grinding and mulching that could adversely affect air quality for the workers at the 
facility and the nearest sensitive receptors.  

The proposed project is not located within the Eastern Kern Air Pollution Control District 
(EKAPCD) and, therefore, its adopted thresholds do not apply. However, as noted in Response 
above, the project is located within the SJVAPCD, which is designated as a nonattainment area for 
the State and federal ozone standards and the State PM2.5 standard. As such, the emissions of ozone 
precursors (ROG and NOx) and PM2.5 during construction and operation of the project could result 
in a cumulatively considerable net increase of these criteria pollutants in the SJVAPCD. Thus, the 
project’s contribution to cumulative air quality impacts in the SJVAPCD could be potentially 
significant. 

Additionally, exposure to Valley Fever from fugitive dust generated during construction is a 
potentially significant impact. There is the potential that cocci spores could be stirred up during 
excavation, grading, and earth-moving activities, exposing construction workers and the sensitive 
receptor to these spores and thereby to the possibility of contracting Valley Fever.  

The project would not have any stationary sources or equipment located on-site that would generate 
objectionable odors. During construction activities, only short-term, temporary odors from vehicle 
exhaust and construction equipment engines would occur. These odors would be temporary and 
would be dispersed rapidly.  

The above listed project impacts will be further evaluated in the EIR.   
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IV. Biological Resources 
Would the project:  
      
a. Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly 

or through habitat modifications, on any species 
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-
status species in local or regional plans, policies, 
or regulations or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

      
b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian 

habitat or other sensitive natural community 
identified in local or regional plans, policies, 
regulations, or by the California Department of 
Fish and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

    

      
c. Have a substantial adverse effect on state or 

federally protected wetlands (including, but not 
limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) 
through direct removal, filling, hydrological 
interruption, or other means? 

    

      
d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any 

native resident or migratory fish or wildlife 
species, or with established native resident or 
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of 
native wildlife nursery sites? 

    

      

e. Conflict with any local policies or ordinances 
protecting biological resources, such as a tree 
preservation policy or ordinance? 

    

      
f. Conflict with the provisions of an adopted habitat 

conservation plan, natural community 
conservation plan, or other approved local, 
regional, or state habitat conservation plan? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) The project site contains previously disturbed agricultural land and does not contain any intact native 
vegetation communities. There is a potential for candidate, sensitive, or special-status plant and wildlife 
species to be present on-site or in the project area.  The findings of field surveys conducted to determine 
the presence of candidate, sensitive, or special-status plant and animal species on-site and in the 
surrounding area will be included in the EIR.   

(b) The project site is undeveloped and comprised of previously tilled agricultural land with minimal 
scrubby vegetation. The USFWS does not identify any critical habitats within or adjacent to the project 
site. The nearest critical habitat is located approximately 3.5 miles east of the project. This habitat is 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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for the Buena Vista Lake Ornate Shrew. Field surveys for riparian and other sensitive natural 
communities, including a biological assessment, will be completed for the proposed project and the 
results will be incorporated into the EIR.  Additionally, protocol surveys, soils characterization, and 
hydrologic analysis will be prepared for the project.  Impacts to riparian or other sensitive natural 
communities as a result of the proposed project are considered potentially significant and will be further 
analyzed in the EIR. 

(c) Small portions of freshwater ponds are located on the project site. Both freshwater ponds are listed as 
PUBFx by the National Wetlands Inventory, this classifies ponds as Palustrine systems, with 
unconsolidated bottoms, that are semi-permanently flooded, and excavated by humans. There would 
be no development on areas where freshwater ponds are located, however, further analysis in the EIR 
is necessary to fully identify potential impacts to state or federally protected wetlands. 

(d) While the project site is located outside of known habitat linkages in the region, the site may be used 
for more local wildlife movement and likely provides stopover and wintering habitat for birds. Project 
construction and operation could also remove both foraging and nesting/denning habitat for wildlife 
species.  No known established wildlife corridors or native wildlife nursery sites are located within the 
project site; however, impacts to wildlife habitat and movement are potentially significant and will be 
evaluated in the EIR. 

(e) The project site is located outside of the range of Joshua tree (Yucca brevifolia) which are protected 
under the California Desert Native Plants Act (CDNPA) and California Endangered Species Act 
(CESA). There are no oak woodlands located within the project site and the proposed project does not 
conflict with General Provision 1.10.10 of the Kern County General Plan regarding oak tree 
conservation. Implementation of the proposed project also does not have the potential to impact Joshua 
tree or oak woodland because none exist on the project site. The proposed project would be expected 
to have a less than significant impact on local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, 
such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance. 

(f) The project site does fall within the boundaries of the proposed Kern County Valley Floor Habitat 
Conservation Plan, specifically in the White Zone, which designates it as of lower conservation 
importance due to existing intensive agriculture and other uses. The project site does not fall within the 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) West Mojave Plan Area, the BLM’s Desert Renewable Energy 
Conservation Plan, or a Natural Community Conservation Plan. The project would be consistent with 
the Land Use, Open Space, and Conservation Element of the Kern County General Plan. There are no 
other adopted conservation plans for protection of biological resources governing the project area. 
Through unlikely, further potential impacts from the proposed project would be analyzed in the EIR. 
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V. Cultural Resources 
Would the project:  
  
a. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of a historical resource pursuant to 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5? 

    

      
b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the 

significance of an archaeological resource 
pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5? 

    

      
c. Disturb any human remains, including those 

interred outside of formal cemeteries? 
    

RESPONSES: 

(a-c)  The project site consists of agricultural land. Development of the proposed project would require 
ground disturbance for grading, installation of the solar arrays, gen-tie line, other electrical 
improvements such as the BESS and placement of underground electrical and communications lines. 
The proposed project could potentially impact historical or cultural resources, including resources 
that are undiscovered or that may be buried underground. A cultural resources survey will be 
conducted for the proposed project as part of the EIR, to determine presence or potential presence of 
archaeological and historical resources and identify potential impacts to historical and/or 
archaeological cultural resources and to formulate avoidance or mitigation measures, if applicable.  

 There is no evidence that the project site is located within an area likely to contain human remains, 
and discovery of human remains during project earthmoving activities is not anticipated. Although, 
impacts to human remains are anticipated to be less than significant, inadvertent discovery of such 
remains is possible and this issue will be further evaluated in the EIR.  

  

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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VI. Energy 
Would the project:  
      
a. Result in potentially significant environmental 

impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or 
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, 
during project construction or operation?  

    

      
b. Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for 

renewable energy or energy efficiency? 
    

RESPONSES: 

(a-b) Construction of the proposed project would involve on-site energy demand and consumption related 
to use of oil in the form of gasoline and diesel fuel for construction worker vehicle trips, hauling and 
materials delivery truck trips, and operation of off-road construction equipment. In addition, diesel-
fueled portable generators may be necessary to provide additional electricity demands for temporary 
on-site lighting, welding, and for supplying energy to areas of the sites where energy supply cannot 
be met via a hookup to the existing electricity grid.  

  Following implementation of the proposed project, energy would switch from consumption to 
production. Operation of the proposed project would lead to an overall increase in the County’s 
Renewable Portfolio and would align with the stated General Plan policy to encourage the 
development of renewable energy within Kern County.  

 The above listed project impacts will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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VII. Geology and Soils 
Would the project:  
      
a. Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial 

adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, 
or death involving: 

    

      

 
i. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as 

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo 
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the 
State Geologist for the area or based on other 
substantial evidence of a known fault?  Refer 
to Division of Mines and Geology Special 
Publication 42.  

    

      
 ii. Strong seismic ground shaking?      
      
 iii. Seismic-related ground failure, including 

liquefaction?  
    

      
 iv. Landslides?     
      
b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of 

topsoil? 
    

      
c. Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is 

unstable, or that would become unstable as a 
result of the project, and potentially result in on- 
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, 
subsidence, liquefaction, or collapse? 

    

      
d. Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 

18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), 
creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life 
or property? 

    

      
e. Have soils incapable of adequately supporting 

the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater 
disposal systems in areas where sewers are not 
available for the disposal of wastewater? 

    

      
f. Directly or indirectly destroy a unique 

paleontological resource or site or unique 
geologic feature? 

    

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
~ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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RESPONSES: 

(a-f) Due to the location of active faults in the general region, strong seismic ground shaking could 
occur at the project site, resulting in damage to above and below ground structures and other 
site improvements if not properly designed to withstand strong ground shaking. Construction of 
the proposed project would be subject to all applicable ordinances of the Kern County Building 
Code (Chapter 17.08). Kern County has adopted the CBC which imposes substantially similar 
requirements for design to resist strong ground motions as the IBC. Adherence to applicable 
regulations would minimize the potential impacts associated with the proposed project. 

 A geotechnical investigation of the project site will be conducted to determine the physical 
characteristics of the underlying soils and geologic formations and to identify if any unstable 
conditions exist that could be exacerbated by proposed construction activities.  The results of 
these investigations will be provided in the EIR. 

 The above listed project impacts will be further evaluated in the EIR.  
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No 
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VIII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Would the project:  

      
a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either 

directly or indirectly, that may have a significant 
impact on the environment? 

    

      
b. Conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or 

regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing 
the emissions of greenhouse gases? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a-b) Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions emitted by human activity are implicated in global climate change 
or global warming. The principal GHGs are CO2, methane (CH4), NOX, ozone, water vapor, and 
fluorinated gases. The temporary construction activities associated with the proposed project, which 
would involve operation of heavy off-road equipment, on-road trucks (for deliveries and hauling), 
and construction worker commute trips, would generate GHGs through exhaust emissions. However, 
as a solar facility, the proposed project is expected to displace traditional sources of electricity 
production that involve combustion energy sources (e.g., burning coal, fuel oil, or natural gas). As 
such, the provision of solar energy by the proposed project would produce GHG-free electricity that 
is anticipated to offset GHGs that would otherwise be generated by traditional fuel combustion 
sources of electricity. The project’s GHG emissions generated during construction of the project and 
the potential GHG offsets resulting from operation of the project, as well as any potential conflicts 
with any applicable plan, policy or regulation will be identified and quantified in the EIR. 
Additionally, the project’s potential GHG impacts and the potential GHG offsets resulting from 
operation of the project will be examined in the EIR, with respect to the objectives of statewide 
programs to reduce GHGs associated with energy generation.  

 

  

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials
Would the project:

a. Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b. Create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset 
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

c. Emit hazardous emissions or involve handling
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

d. Be located on a site that is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a
result, would it create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment?

e. For a project located within the adopted Kern
County Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan,
would the project result in a safety hazard or
excessive noise for people residing or working in
the project area?

f. Impair implementation of, or physically interfere
with, an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan?

g. Expose people or structures, directly or indirectly,
to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death
involving wildland fires?

h. Would implementation of the project generate
vectors (flies, mosquitoes, rodents, etc.) or have a
component that includes agricultural waste?

Specifically, would the project exceed the
following qualitative threshold:

The presence of domestic flies, mosquitoes,
cockroaches, rodents, and/or any other vectors
associated with the project is significant when the
applicable enforcement agency determines that
any of the vectors:

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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□ 

□ 
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□ 

□ 
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i. Occur as immature stages and adults in
numbers considerably in excess of those found
in the surrounding environment; and

ii. Are associated with design, layout, and
management of project operations; and

iii. Disseminate widely from the property; and

iv. Cause detrimental effects on the public health
or well-being of the majority of the
surrounding population.

RESPONSES: 

(a-b) Wastes that would be generated during construction of the proposed project would be non-hazardous, 
and would consist of materials such as cardboard, wood pallets, copper wire, scrap steel, common 
trash, and wood wire spools. Although field equipment used during construction activities could 
contain various hazardous materials (i.e., hydraulic oil, diesel fuel, grease, lubricants, solvents, 
adhesives, paints, etc.), these materials are not considered to be acutely hazardous, would be used in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s specifications, and all applicable regulations. In addition, 
hazardous fuels and lubricants used on field equipment would be subject to a Construction Waste 
Management Plan and, if required, a Spill Prevention, Containment and Countermeasure Plan. 

The operation of the proposed project would not involve the routine transport, use, or disposal of any 
hazardous materials as defined by the Hazardous Materials Transportation Uniform Safety Act. 
During construction, the proposed project would include the transport of general construction 
materials (i.e., concrete, wood, metal, fuel, etc.) as well as materials necessary to construct the 
proposed PV arrays.  

 Construction and operation of the proposed project may include the accidental release of storage 
materials, such as cleaning fluids and petroleum products including lubricants, fuels, and solvents. 
Potentials hazards associated with BESS include increased potential for electrical shock and chemical 
release associated with the batteries used. Impacts resulting from the transport, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials during construction and operation of the proposed project will be evaluated 
further in the EIR. 

(c) As previously mentioned, the closest school to the project site is the Lakeside Elementary, located
approximately 8 miles north of the project site. Therefore, the project site is not located within one
quarter mile of a school. Additionally, the proposed project is not anticipated emit hazardous
emissions or involve handling hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste.
Therefore, there would no impact.

(d) Based on a review of the Cortese List Data Resources, The State Water Resources Control Board
GeoTracker, and The California Department of Toxic Substances Control EnviroStor there are no
hazardous materials sites located on the project site. The nearest hazardous materials sites listed on
the State Water Resources Control Board’s GeoTracker database are located approximately 2.6 miles

□ 
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south and southeast of the project site. The site located south is a completed and closed Cleanup 
Program Site. The other site located southeast is an inactive, needs evaluation, DTSC Cleanup site. 
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant. 

(e) The project is not within the boundaries of any airport as identified in the Kern County Airport Land 
Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) (County of Kern, 2012). The nearest public airport is the 
Bakersfield Municipal Airport, located approximately 17 miles to the northeast. The project site is 
not located within any safety or noise zones for the Bakersfield Municipal Airport. Due to the nature 
of the proposed land use, impacts from air traffic hazards or excessive aircraft noise are not 
anticipated to occur for people residing or working in the project area with respect to the project’s 
proximity to an airport. Therefore, there would be no impact.  

(f) The project is not anticipated to physically impede the existing emergency response plans, emergency 
vehicle access, or personnel access to the site. The site is located in a rural, sparsely developed area 
with limited population. The project site is not located along an identified emergency evacuation 
route and is not identified in any adopted emergency evacuation plan. As required by routine and 
standard construction specifications administered by Kern County, road access would be maintained 
throughout construction, and appropriate detours would be provided in the event of potential road 
closures. Therefore, there is a less than significant impact related to impairment of the implementation 
of or physical interference with an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. 

(g-h) According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire), Kern County Fire 
Hazards Severity Zone Maps, the project site is located within a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
in a Local Responsibility Area (LRA) (CalFire, 2007). Moderate zones are typically wildland 
supporting areas of low fire frequency and relatively modest fire behavior. The proposed project 
would comply with all applicable wildland fire management plans and policies established by CalFire 
and the Kern County Fire Department. Accordingly, the proposed project is not expected to expose 
people or structures to a significant risk of loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires.  

 Project-related facilities would not result in features or conditions that could potentially provide 
habitat for vectors such as mosquitoes, flies, cockroaches, or rodents. During construction and 
operation, workers would generate small quantities of solid waste (i.e., trash, food containers, etc.) 
that would be stored in enclosed containers, then transported to and disposed of at approved disposal 
facilities. Construction and operation of the proposed solar arrays and associated facilities would not 
produce uncontrolled wastes that could support vectors and would not generate any standing water 
or other features that would attract nuisance pests or vectors. Although impacts are anticipated to be 
less than significant, further analysis of this issue will be discussed in the EIR. 
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X. Hydrology and Water Quality 
Would the project:  
      
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste 

discharge requirements or otherwise 
substantially degrade surface or groundwater 
quality? 

    

      
b. Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or 

interfere substantially with groundwater recharge 
such that the project may impede sustainable 
groundwater management of the basin?  

    

      
c. Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern 

of the site or area, including through the 
alteration of the course of a stream or river or 
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a 
manner which would: 

    

      
 i. result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or 

off-site;  
    

      
 ii. substantially increase the rate or amount of 

surface runoff in a manner which would result 
in flooding on- or off-site;  

    

      
 iii. create or contribute runoff water which would 

exceed the capacity of existing or planned 
stormwater drainage systems or provide 
substantial additional sources of polluted 
runoff; or  

    

      
 iv. impede or redirect flood flows?       
      
d. In flood hazard, tsunami, seiche zones, risk 

release of pollutants due to project inundation?  
    

      
e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a 

water quality control plan or sustainable 
groundwater management plan?  

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) Construction of the project would be subject to County, State, and federal water quality regulations. 
The project site is located within the jurisdiction of the Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board (RWQCB). Project construction activities have the potential to result in erosion, 
sedimentation, and discharge of construction debris, and could result in the discharge of wastewater 
and runoff at the project site.  If not properly managed, this wastewater could violate the water quality 
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standards or waste discharge requirements of the RWQCB, or otherwise degrade surface or ground 
water quality.  To reduce sediment production and storm water pollution, the project proponent would 
prepare and implement a project-specific drainage control plan, if necessary, which would include 
applicable BMPs to reduce the potential for erosion and sedimentation that could result from 
construction of the project.  It is anticipated that appropriate BMPs and compliance with applicable 
regulations, including the NPDES Construction General Permit, would reduce potential water quality 
impacts to a less than significant level.  Additionally, the proposed project contractor(s) would apply 
for coverage under the state’s General Construction Permit for stormwater discharges from 
construction activities and would prepare a SWPPP that would include implementation of BMP 
erosion-control measures to control stormwater runoff.  Site-specific BMPs would be designed by 
the contractor in compliance with regulations and permit conditions. A comprehensive hydrology 
and water quality impact analysis as well as a water supply assessment will be prepared, and the 
findings will be further analyzed in the EIR. 

(b) During construction and following installation of the solar arrays, the majority of the site would 
remain as pervious surface. The design of the solar arrays is such that storm water infiltration would 
occur similar to the existing conditions. During construction, the proposed project would obtain water 
from either existing wells or purchase water from a local provider. The water would be trucked and 
stored on-site to be primarily used for dust suppression, soil compaction, concrete hydration and other 
miscellaneous activities requiring non-potable water during construction. The Applicant has 
identified the need for less than approximately 75 acre-feet of water during construction, primarily 
for dust-suppression, soil compaction, concrete hydration purposes, etc. Potable water would be 
brought to the site for drinking and domestic needs. A comprehensive hydrology and water quality 
impact analysis as well as a water supply assessment will be prepared, and the findings will be further 
analyzed in the EIR. 

(c)(i) Construction of the proposed project, including but not limited to, construction of concrete pads for 
the switchyard, inverters, transformers, and O&M buildings as well as foundational supports for panel 
installation, soil compaction, and any grading may alter the existing drainage pattern of the project 
site. A hydrologic study would be prepared for the project in accordance with Kern County 
requirements, and potentially significant impacts to existing drainage patterns and flooding 
conditions on the project site will be analyzed in the EIR. 

(c)(ii) Construction and operational activities associated with the proposed project would alter existing 
drainage conditions and create impervious surfaces that would have the potential to result in an 
increase in the rate or amount of surface runoff during storm events.  A hydrologic study will be 
prepared for the project in accordance with Kern County requirements, and potentially significant 
impacts will be analyzed in the EIR. 

(c)(iii) During construction and following installation of the solar arrays, the majority of the site would 
maintain its existing ground cover.  The design of the solar arrays is such that storm water infiltration 
would occur similar to existing conditions. No discharges to or alterations of any municipal 
stormwater drainage systems are proposed.  Similarly, no component of the project would generate a 
substantial source of polluted runoff. The construction period SWPPP and the operational period 
Water Quality Management Plan would ensure the proper control and treatment, if necessary, of any 
storm water prior to discharge.  With adherence to site-specific BMPs, potential pollutants would be 
minimized to the extent practicable; nonetheless, this impact will be further discussed in the EIR. 
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(c)(iv) The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) delineates flood hazard areas on its Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs).  According to the FIRMs for the project area, the east portion of the 
project site is located in a 100-year flood area (Zone A, 1% annual chance of flooding); see Figure 
8. The proposed project would be reviewed by the Kern County Public Works Department-Floodplain 
for adherence to all floodplain management standards.  Further analysis is required to identify 
appropriate mitigation/design measures to reduce potentially significant impacts from potential 
flooding and this analysis will be provided in the EIR. 

(d) The project is not located near an ocean or enclosed body of water, and therefore would not be subject 
to inundation by seiche or tsunami. Mudflows are a type of mass wasting or landslide, where earth 
and surface materials are rapidly transported downhill under the force of gravity and are often 
triggered by heavy rainfall and soil that is not able to sufficiently drain or absorb water and the super-
saturation results in soil and rock materials to become unstable and slide away. Due to the relatively 
flat topography of the project site and surrounding area, the potential to be inundated by mudflow is 
considered remote.  

The east portion of the proposed project would be located within a Zone A – Special Flood Hazard 
Areas without a base flood elevation, refer to Figure 8. The project would be reviewed by the Kern 
County Public Works Department for adherence to all applicable floodplain management standards.  
Because of the potential for flood hazards to occur, and related risk of release of pollutants due to 
project inundation, further analysis of this is required in the EIR. 

(e) The project site is located within the San Joaquin Valley Groundwater Basin which is governed by 
the Irrigated Lands Discharge Program under the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control 
Board (CVRWQCB, 2006). All water usage for the proposed project would conform to all of the 
applicable plans and BMPs. A water supply assessment will be completed for the project to analyze 
potential impacts to groundwater resources, including any potential conflicts with the Integrated 
Regional Water Management Plan. This impact will be further analyzed in the EIR. 
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XI. Land Use and Planning 
Would the project:  
      
a. Physically divide an established community?     
      
b. Cause a significant environmental impact due to 

a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or 
regulation for the purpose of avoiding or 
mitigating an environmental effect? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) The project site is located on previously disturbed agricultural land. The surrounding land uses are 
designated by the Kern County General Plan as predominately agriculture, with some commercial 
uses. Surrounding land is primarily zoned Exclusive Agriculture. The nearest communities are The 
City of Taft, approximately 14 miles west and the City of Bakersfield, approximately 11.5 miles 
north. The proposed project would neither physically encroach into nor divide or restrict access to 
The City of Taft or The City of Bakersfield. No new roadways or other linear elements that would 
have the potential to restrict existing access or movement within the local community are proposed. 
The proposed project would not physically divide an established community and there would be a 
less than significant impact.  

(b) The project site is located within the Kern County General Plan area. As shown on Figure 4, the 
project site consists of 1 parcel designated by the Kern County General Plan as map code 8.1 
(Intensive Agriculture), 8.1/ 2.3 (Intensive Agriculture / Shallow Ground Water), 8.1/ 2.5 (Intensive 
Agriculture / Flood Hazard), and 8.4/ 2.3 (Mineral and Petroleum (Min. 5-Acre Parcel Size). No 
change to the existing land use designations is required or proposed with project implementation, and 
therefore, the project would not cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any 
land use plan or policy for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect in this 
regard.  

The project proponent is requesting a CUP to allow for the construction and operation of a solar 
facility and BESS. Use of the A zone district for a solar project is listed as an allowable use. At the 
end of the project’s operational term, the project proponent would determine whether the project site 
should be decommissioned and deconstructed or if it would seek an extension of its CUP. With 
approval of the requested CUP the proposed project is not anticipated to conflict with any applicable 
land use plan, policy, or regulation of an agency with jurisdiction over the project adopted for the 
purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. Additionally, the project is subject to the 
policies and provisions of the Kern County General Plan, the Kern County Zoning Ordinance. Further 
assessment will be provided in the EIR. 
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XII. Mineral Resources 
Would the project:  
      
a. Result in the loss of availability of a known 

mineral resource that would be of value to the 
region and the residents of the state? 

    

      
b. Result in the loss of availability of a locally 

important mineral resource recovery site 
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or 
other land use plan? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) A small portion of the site is located within a Mineral and Petroleum designation from Kern 
County’s General Plan. The portion of the site within this designation is located south of Copus 
Road, see Figure 9. However, the project does not propose any improvements within this area. 
The project site is identified as Mineral Resource Zone (MRZ) 1 for Portland Cement Concrete 
(PCC)-Grade Aggregate by the State Department of Conservation – Geologic Energy 
Management (CalGEM) Division. This identifies the area as having adequate information that 
indicates no significant mineral deposits are present (CGS, 2009). According to the Department 
of Conservation / Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (DOGGR), the existing 
facility is located just outside the boundaries of a designated oil or gas field. The closest oil field 
to the facility is the Rio Viejo Field, located immediately to the south project site. Additionally, 
DOGGR identifies two mines located on the project site, see Figure 9. The first is a Canceled Oil 
and Gas well operated by PYR Energy Corporation and leased by Blizzard, Well Number: 47X-
31 and API: 0403022736. It is located in the center of the site closer to Copus Road (WellSTAR, 
2022a). The second well is also an Oil and Gas well located approximately 270 ft from Copus 
Road. This well has no active permit and is Operated by Grapevine Energy, LLC and Leased by 
Bordeaux, Well Number: 1-31 and API: 0403063655 (WellSTAR, 2022b). Therefore, there is 
potential for the loss of availability of a known mineral resource, further evaluation of this impact 
would be required in the EIR. 

(b) As mentioned previously, a very small portion of the project is located within a Mineral and 
Petroleum designation within the Kern County General Plan. The project site is not located within 
the County’s NR (Natural Resources) or PE (Petroleum Extraction) zoned districts. Based on a 
review of California Geological Survey publications, portions of Kern County are rich in mineral 
deposits with numerous mining operations that extract a variety of minerals. As mentioned above 
the project site falls within MRZ 1 which identifies the area as having no significant mineral 
deposits. Additionally, the installation of the solar facilities would not preclude future mineral 
resource development after decommissioning of the solar facility. Overall, further analysis is 
warranted in the EIR. 

  

□ □ □ 
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XIII. Noise 
Would the project result in:  
      
a. Generation of a substantial temporary or 

permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
vicinity of the project in excess of standards 
established in a local general plan or noise 
ordinance or applicable standards of other 
agencies?  

    

      
b. Generation of excessive groundborne vibration 

or groundborne noise levels?  
    

      
c. A substantial permanent increase in ambient 

noise levels in the project vicinity above levels 
existing without the project  

    

      
d. For a project located within the vicinity of a 

private airstrip or Kern County Airport Land Use 
Compatibility Plan, would the project expose 
people residing or working in the project area to 
excessive noise levels?  

    

RESPONSES: 

(a-c) Land uses determined to be “sensitive” to noise as defined by the Kern County General Plan include 
residential areas, schools, convalescent and acute care hospitals, parks, and recreational areas, and 
churches. The nearest sensitive receptor is a residential residence located approximately 240 ft south 
of the project site. Noise generated by the proposed project would occur primarily during the 
construction phase whereas as the long-term operation of the solar facility would be relatively quiet.  

Groundborne vibration and groundborne noise could originate from the operation of heavy off-road 
equipment and heavy-duty trucks delivering materials and machinery during the construction phase 
of the project. The project would be expected to comply with all applicable requirements for long-
term operation, as well as with measures to reduce excessive groundborne vibration and noise to 
ensure that the project would not expose persons or structures to excessive groundborne vibration. 
Operation of the Jasmine Solar Project would generate very little noise and would generate minimal 
noise from employee vehicle trips and work including repairs and maintenance of the facilities. 
Potential noise impacts during project construction or operations will be further analyzed in the EIR.  

(d) The project is not within the boundaries of any airport as identified in the Kern County Airport Land 
Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) (County of Kern, 2012). The nearest public airport is the 
Bakersfield Municipal Airport, located approximately 17 miles to the northeast. The project site is 
not located within any safety or noise zones for the Bakersfield Municipal Airport. Noise from 
occasional aircraft flyovers would not have a significant effect on the small workforce on-site There 
would be no impacts and no further analysis of this issue is warranted in the EIR.   
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XIV. Population and Housing 
Would the project:  
      
a. Induce substantial unplanned population growth 

in an area, either directly (for example, by 
proposing new homes and businesses) or 
indirectly (for example, through extension of 
roads or other infrastructure)? 

     

      
b. Displace substantial numbers of existing people or 

housing, necessitating the construction of 
replacement housing elsewhere? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) Although the proposed project would provide new employment consistent with the adopted Kern 
County General Plan goals, plans, and policies, long-term employment opportunities would be 
minimal. The proposed project would require an operational staff of up to two (2) full-time 
employees.  

During construction, it is estimated during non-peak periods approximately 60 workers would be on-
site daily. During peak construction it is estimated that up to 550 workers could be on-site per day. 
The entire construction process is anticipated to take 12 months and initiate in 2023. Therefore, the 
majority of project-generated jobs would be from the local and regional area and would occur on a 
temporary and short-term basis. Construction workers are expected to travel to the site from various 
local communities and locations throughout Southern California, and few, if any workers expected 
to relocate to the surrounding area because of these temporary jobs. If temporary housing should be 
necessary, it is expected that accommodations (i.e., extended stay hotels, apartments, RV parks, 
homes for rent or sale) would be available in the nearby communities. Therefore, the project is not 
anticipated to directly or indirectly induce the development of any new housing or businesses within 
the local communities. 

During the operational phase, the project would require up to two full-time equivalent (FTE) 
personnel (or personnel hours totaling 2 FTE positions), who would commute to the site. Due to the 
small number of full-time employees, it is anticipated that the local housing stock would be adequate 
to accommodate operations personnel should they relocate to the area, without requiring the need for 
the construction of new housing. The proposed project would not directly or indirectly induce 
substantial unplanned population growth and further analysis and therefore would have a less than 
significant impact.  

(b) The project site is currently undeveloped and does not contain any existing housing units. The 
proposed project would therefore not displace any existing people or housing, necessitating the 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere. No further evaluation of this issue is required in the 
EIR.   

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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XV. Public Services 
Would the project:  
      
a. Result in substantial adverse physical impacts 

associated with the provision of new or 
physically altered governmental facilities, need 
for new or physically altered governmental 
facilities, the construction of which could cause 
significant environmental impacts, in order to 
maintain acceptable service ratios, response 
times, or to other performance objectives for any 
of the public services: 

    

      
 i. Fire protection?     
      
 ii. Police protection?     
      
 iii. Schools?     
      
 iv. Parks?     
      
 v. Other public facilities?     

RESPONSES: 

(a)(i) Fire Protection. The Kern County Fire Department provides fire suppression and emergency 
medical services to the project area. The project site would be served by Fire Station #53, located at 
9443 Taft Hwy in Bakersfield, approximately 11.5 miles northeast of the project site. Adherence to 
all applicable regulations would reduce wildfire ignitions and prevent the spread of wildfires. 
However, construction and operation activities may result in increased demand for firefighting 
services in the area. Therefore, the potential impact on fire services from construction and operation 
of the project is considered potentially significant and will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

(a)(ii) Police Protection. Law enforcement and public safety services in the project area are provided by 
the Kern County Sheriff’s Department. The project site would be served by the Lamont Substation 
located at 12022 Main Street. Although the potential is low, the proposed project may attract vandals 
or thieves that would require response from the Sheriff’s Department. On-site security measures (i.e., 
on-site monitoring equipment, gated access) would be provided and access to the project site during 
construction and operation would be restricted, thereby minimizing the need for local Sheriff 
surveillance. Nonetheless, project impacts on local sheriff services could potentially result in an 
increased demand for law enforcement services or require the construction of new facilities that could 
result in an environmental impact. This issue will be evaluated in the EIR. 

(a)(iii) Schools.  During project construction, a relatively large number of construction workers would be 
required. It is expected that most of these workers would live in the local as well as broader regional 
area and commute to the project site from the surrounding communities where their children would 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 

□ 
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already be enrolled in school. In addition, employee such as these would already be making 
contribution through local taxes that would be used to fund schools. The proposed project would not 
require employees or their children to relocate to the project area. Therefore, substantial temporary 
increases in population that would adversely affect local school populations are not expected. 
Likewise, the operational workforce is small (approximately 2 full-time positions) and not anticipated 
to generate a permanent increase in population that would impact school populations or require 
construction of new school facilities. Therefore, no impact on schools is anticipated to occur. 

(a)(iv) Parks. The population increase that would be experienced during the construction phase of the 
proposed project would be temporary and limited to construction workers at the project site. Such 
conditions would not result in a substantial new demand for parks or recreational facilities. The 
number of employees required for project operations would be minimal and they would not likely 
frequent any public parks during, before, or after their work shifts. The up to 2 full-time equivalent 
employees would not result in construction of numerous new housing units that could significantly 
increase the local population and related demand for public parkland with the result of requiring the 
construction of new park facilities. Therefore, no impact to parks is anticipated to occur. 

(a)(v) Other Public Facilities. Implementation of the proposed project may have impacts on the ability of 
the county to provide adequate county-wide comprehensive public facility services. Public policies 
in the Kern County General Plan require development to address economic deficiencies in public 
services and facilities costs. Therefore, the proposed project’s impacts on public facilities are 
potentially significant and will be evaluated in the EIR.  
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XVI. Recreation 
Would the project:  
      
a. Increase the use of existing neighborhood and 

regional parks or other recreational facilities such 
that substantial physical deterioration of the 
facility would occur or be accelerated? 

    

      
b. Include recreational facilities or require the 

construction or expansion of recreational 
facilities that might have an adverse physical 
effect on the environment? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) It is estimated that up to 550 workers per day during peak construction periods would be required on-
site during construction of the proposed project. These workers would not have time to visit any local 
parks or recreation facilities during the workday. Further, few workers are expected to relocate to this 
area temporarily while the construction is underway and there would be little or no impact on local 
recreational resources after work hours. Operation of the proposed project would require employees 
for maintenance and monitoring activities, but they would likely be drawn from the local labor force 
and would commute from their existing permanent residences to the project site. However, even if 
the maintenance/monitoring employees were hired from out of the area and relocated to eastern Kern 
County, the addition of any such families to the project area would not result in a substantial increase 
in the number of users at local parks or recreational facilities. As a result, there would not be a 
detectable increase in the use of existing neighborhood or regional parks or other recreational 
facilities, and therefore, no deterioration of any such facilities would occur or require the construction 
of new facilities as a result of project implementation. Impacts would not occur, and further analysis 
is not warranted in the EIR. 

(b) The proposed project does not include or require the construction of new or expansion of existing 
recreational facilities, and there are no recreational facilities on the project site that would be affected. 
No impact would result and no further analysis in the EIR is warranted. 

  

□ □ □ 

□ □ □ 
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XVII. Transportation and Traffic 
Would the project:  
      
a. Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or 

policy addressing the circulation system, 
including transit, roadway, bicycle, and 
pedestrian facilities? 

           

      
b. Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA 

Guidelines Section 15064.3 subdivision (b)? 
    

      
c. Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric 

design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous 
intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm 
equipment)? 

    

      
d. Result in inadequate emergency access?     

RESPONSES: 

(a) There are no dedicated pedestrian or bicycle facilities in the immediate vicinity of the project site or 
along the surrounding roadways. Due to the rural nature of the project area, pedestrian and bicycle 
traffic is limited. The project is not located along an existing bus route and few bus stops exist on 
roadways that are likely to be used during construction and operation of the proposed project. Further 
analysis in the EIR is required to determine whether construction traffic could disrupt normal traffic 
flows or otherwise conflict with the County’s roadway performance policies and programs. 

During operation, the proposed project would require up to two (2) full-time employees who would 
commute to and from the site and would result in an addition of average daily trips. Ongoing 
maintenance and periodic repair are also anticipated to produce negligible traffic impacts. These 
potential impacts on the local roadway system from construction related vehicle trips and project’s 
operational traffic on the area roadway system will be further evaluated in the EIR. 

(b) CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b) was adopted in December 2018 by the California 
Natural Resources Agency. These revisions to the CEQA Guidelines criteria for determining the 
significance of transportation impacts are primarily focused on projects within transit priority areas 
and shift the focus from driver delay to reduction of vehicular greenhouse gas emissions through 
creation of multimodal networks, and creation of a mix of land uses that can facilitate fewer and 
shorter vehicle trips. Vehicle miles traveled (VMT) is a measure of the total number of miles driven 
for various purposes and is sometimes expressed as an average per trip or per person. Construction 
traffic would be temporary and would not permanently affect VMT characteristics in this part of Kern 
County or elsewhere. Long-term, operational traffic would be limited, with a small work force of 
approximately two (2) full-time employees. It is not known where the employees would live or how 
long their commuting trips would be. According to technical guidance issued by the Office of 
Planning and Research, projects generating less than 110 or fewer daily vehicle trips may be 
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presumed to have a less than significant impact involving VMT. Further analysis of the operational 
VMT characteristics of the project is required to determine whether the project is considered a “low-
VMT” project due to small daily traffic volumes alone, or whether more extensive analysis is 
warranted.  An assessment of the project’s VMT characteristics will be provided in the EIR, to ensure 
consistency with state and local guidance. 

(c) The proposed project would be primarily accessed from existing Corpus Rd to the south. During 
construction, especially during peak periods of heavy truck traffic and peak levels of construction 
workers, there is a potential for conflicts between construction traffic and normal traffic flows, 
especially at intersections where queuing could occur. This requires further analysis in the EIR. 

No new roadway design or features (i.e., sharp curves, dangerous intersections, or other hazardous 
features) would be required that could result in transportation-related hazards or safety concerns. The 
new access road and internal site access roads must be designed in accordance with the County’s 
street standards that assure safe ingress/egress. The project buildings and other structures would be 
set back from roadways as required by the Kern County Zoning Ordinance. Given these 
considerations, significant impacts related to increased hazards are not anticipated to occur; however, 
additional analysis will be included in the EIR.  

(b) Emergency vehicle access must be maintained at all times throughout construction activities, in 
accordance with the County’s routine/standard construction specifications. Further, construction 
activities would not be permitted to impede emergency access to any local roadways or surrounding 
properties. All driveways and internal site access roads would be constructed to accommodate all 
emergency vehicles and personnel. Construction period impacts are considered less than significant 
but will be further analyzed in the EIR. Although no significant operational impacts related to 
emergency access are anticipated to occur, further analysis of this issue will be provided in the EIR. 
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XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources 
Would the project:  
      
a. Would the project cause a substantial adverse 

change in the significance of a tribal cultural 
resource, defined in Public Resources Code 
section 21074 as either a site, feature, place, 
cultural landscape that is geographically defined 
in terms of the size and scope of the landscape,  
sacred place, or object with cultural value to a 
California Native American tribe, and that is: 

    

      
 i. Listed or eligible for listing in the 

California Register of Historical 
Resources, or in a local register or 
historical resources as defined in Public 
Resources Code section 5020.1(k), or 

    

      
 ii. A resource determined by the lead 

agency in its discretion and supported 
by substantial evidence, to be 
significant pursuant to criteria set forth 
in subdivision (c) of Public Resources 
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the 
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of 
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, 
the lead agency shall consider the 
significance of the resource to a 
California Native American tribe.  

    

RESPONSES: 

(a)(i)-(a)(ii) Since the project site is undeveloped, there is a potential for tribal cultural resources to 
exist either on-site or on surrounding lands. Therefore, the proposed project has the potential to 
impact tribal cultural resources during site clearance and earthmoving activities. All tribes with 
possible cultural affiliation and interest within the project area will be notified pursuant to the 
requirements of Assembly Bill 52, and consultation with the potentially affected tribes will occur, as 
appropriate, between the County and the tribes. Further evaluation in the EIR is warranted to identify 
potential impacts to tribal cultural resources and to formulate avoidance or mitigation measures, if 
applicable.  
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XIX. Utilities and Service Systems 
Would the project:  
      
a. Require or result in the relocation or 

construction of new or expanded water, 
wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, 
electric power, natural gas, or 
telecommunications facilities, the construction 
or relocation of which could cause significant 
environmental effects? 

    

      
b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve 

the project and reasonably foreseeable future 
development during normal, dry and multiple 
dry years?  

    

      
c. Result in a determination by the wastewater 

treatment provider that serves or may serve the 
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the 
project’s projected demand in addition to the 
provider’s existing commitments?  

    

      
d. Generate solid waste in excess of State or local 

standards, or in excess of the capacity of local 
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the 
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?  

    

      
e. Comply with federal, state, and local 

management and reduction statutes and regula-
tions related to solid waste? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) The proposed project would not require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded 
municipal wastewater facilities, and no connection to a public wastewater system is required or 
proposed. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard; however, further analysis in the EIR 
will be provided. The proposed project does not require expanded or new storm drainage facilities 
because the proposed solar facility would not generate a significant increase in the amount of 
impervious surfaces that would increase runoff during storm events. The proposed project is not 
anticipated to result in a significant increase in water demand/use; however, water will be needed for 
solar panel washing and dust suppression. Impacts associated with construction of the 
telecommunications and transmission line facilities will be evaluated in the EIR. 

Impacts would be potentially significant and further analysis in the EIR is warranted. 

 

□ □ □ 
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 (b) Water demand for panel washing and O&M domestic use is not expected to exceed 0.3 acre-feet per 
year during operation. Non-potable water usage during construction, primarily for dust-suppression, 
soil compaction, concrete hydration purposes, etc. is not expected to exceed 75 acre-feet. Water is 
anticipated to be obtained from existing wells or purchased from a local provider and delivered via 
truck from an off-site source(s). A water supply assessment will be completed for the project to 
analyze potential water sources and potential impacts to water supplies. This potentially significant 
impact will be addressed further in the EIR. 

(c) The proposed project will be subject to the requirements of the Central Valley RWQCB for water 
and wastewater discharges. Portable toilets would provide for wastewater disposal during project 
construction and no connection to a public system for wastewater treatment would be required.  Due 
to the limited number of employees for project operations, the project would not generate a substantial 
amount of wastewater. The proposed project would include construction of an on-site septic system 
and leach field to serve the O&M building. All wastewater disposal for project operations would be 
handled on-site. Therefore, the project would not adversely affect any existing wastewater treatment 
facilities, further analysis of this issue will be included in the EIR. 

(d) The proposed project is not expected to generate a significant amount of solid wastes because of the 
small number of workers and the absence of activities that would generate wastes on an ongoing 
basis. Materials brought to the project site would be used to construct facilities, and few residual 
waste materials are expected.  Non-hazardous construction refuse and solid waste would be either 
collected and recycled per the Construction Waste Management Plan or disposed of at a local Class 
III landfill, while any hazardous waste generated during construction would be disposed of at an 
approved off-site location. It is not anticipated that the amount of solid waste generated by the 
proposed project would exceed the capacity of local landfills needed to accommodate the waste. 
Impacts are anticipated to be less than significant. 

(e) The proposed project would generate solid waste during construction, operation, and 
decommissioning, thus requiring the consideration of waste reduction and recycling measures. 
Further analysis of the pertinent solid waste reduction and management regulations applicable to this 
project will be included in the EIR.  
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XX. Wildfire 
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands 
classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, 
would the project:  

 

      
a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency 

response plan or emergency evacuation plan? 
    

      
b. Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, 

exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose 
project occupants to, pollutant concentrations 
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a 
wildfire?  

    

      
c. Require the installation or maintenance of 

associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel 
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or 
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or 
that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts 
to the environment?  

    

      
d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, 

including downslope or downstream flooding or 
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope 
instability, or drainage changes?  

    

RESPONSES: 

(a-d) According to the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire), Kern County Fire 
Hazards Severity Zone Maps, the project site is located within a Moderate Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
in a Local Responsibility Area. Therefore, the potential for wildfire on the project site exists. The site 
is located in a rural, sparsely developed area with limited population. The project site is not identified 
for any purpose in an adopted emergency evacuation plan to address wildfires or other types of 
emergencies. Further analysis of prevailing winds is required to determine if there are periodic high 
winds that could influence the spreading and velocity of wildfires. Adherence to applicable 
regulations would reduce wildfire ignitions and prevent the spread of wildfires. The proposed project 
involves the development of a solar energy generation and storage facility. The proposed project 
would include the construction of power transmission lines, inverters, roads, and an energy storage 
facility.   
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XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance 
  
a. Does the project have the potential to 

substantially degrade the quality of the 
environment, substantially reduce the habitat of 
a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife 
population to drop below self-sustaining levels, 
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, substantially reduce the number or 
restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant 
or animal, or eliminate important examples of 
the major periods of California history or 
prehistory? 

    

      
b. Does the project have impacts that are individ-

ually limited, but cumulatively considerable? 
(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the 
incremental effects of a project are significant 
when viewed in connection with the effects of 
past projects, the effects of other current 
projects, and the effects of probable future 
projects.) 

    

      
c. Does the project have environmental effects that 

would cause substantial adverse effects on 
human beings, either directly or indirectly? 

    

RESPONSES: 

(a) The EIR’s biological, cultural, and tribal cultural resources sections will discuss specific project 
impacts on plants and wildlife including avian species and impacts to cultural and tribal cultural 
resources. The document will also evaluate the project’s contribution to cumulative biological, 
cultural and tribal cultural resources impacts and propose mitigation that will reduce the impacts to 
less than significant levels, where feasible. 

(b) The project has the potential to contribute to cumulatively significant aesthetics, air quality, 
biological resources, cultural resources, tribal cultural resources, greenhouse gas emissions, traffic, 
and wildfire impacts. Such impacts could occur during the construction phases and/or as a result of 
the fully built and operational project. The EIR will evaluate the project’s contribution to cumulative 
impacts in these and other areas. 

(c) The proposed project would not result in the long-term air pollutant emissions or noise sources that 
would adversely affect nearby sensitive receptors. The solar farm would not include any kinds of 
industrial processes or equipment that would generate hazardous substances or wastes that would 
threaten the well-being of people on- or off-site. However, short-term construction activities could 
result in temporary increases in pollutant concentrations and potentially significant off-site noise 
impacts. Pollutants of primary concern commonly associated with construction-related activities 

□ □ □ 
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include toxic air contaminants gaseous emissions of criteria pollutants, and fugitive dust. Within the 
project area, the potential for increased occurrences of Valley Fever is also of concern. Human health 
impacts from the short-term cumulative contribution to air quality impacts from project construction 
will be further evaluated in the EIR. 
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