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Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 

¢ƘŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ !Ŏǘ όw/w!ύ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
ŎǊŀŘƭŜπǘƻπƎǊŀǾŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƻǊȅ ŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘΣ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ 
ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜΦ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ {ǳōǘƛǘƭŜ 5 ƻŦ w/w! ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴǎ ǘƻ ƴƻƴπƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ ŀƴŘ 
{ǳōǘƛǘƭŜ / ŦƻŎǳǎŜǎ ƻƴ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΦ ! ǎƻƭƛŘ ǿŀǎǘŜ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ǎƻƭƛŘǎΣ ƭƛǉǳƛŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŀǎŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴǳǎǘ 
ōŜ ŘƛǎŎŀǊŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǿŀǎǘŜΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{9t! Ƙŀǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƳƛƴƛƳǳƳ 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘŜŎƘƴƛŎŀƭ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŦƻǊ Ƙƻǿ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘΦ {ǘŀǘŜǎ ƛǎǎǳŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ǘƻ 
ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ¦{9t! ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀǘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇǊƛǎŜŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ w/w! ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻƴǎƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƘŀȊŀǊŘƻǳǎ ǿŀǎǘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƻǊǎΣ 
ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀǎ ǎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǇŜǘǊƻƭŜǳƳ ǘŀƴƪǎΦ 

Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 

¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ CƻƻŘΣ 5ǊǳƎΣ ŀƴŘ /ƻǎƳŜǘƛŎ !ŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{9t! ǎŜǘǎ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ ƭƛƳƛǘǎΣ ƻǊ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜǎΣ ŦƻǊ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜǎ ƻƴ ŦƻƻŘΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{9t! ǎŜǘǎ ŀ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦƻƻŘΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǎŀŦŜΦ Lƴ 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǎŀŦŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘΣ άǊŜŀǎƻƴŀōƭŜ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻ ƘŀǊƳ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜΦέ ²ƘŜƴ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦƛƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭΣ ǘƘŜ ¦{9t! ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻȄƛŎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ōǊŜŀƪπŘƻǿƴ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΣ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŦƻƻŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 
ƻŦ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ƛŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ LŦ ŀ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜΣ ŀ ŦƻƻŘ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜ ƛŦ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ 
ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜΦ IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ ōŜƭƻǿ 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊ ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǘŜŎǘŜŘ ŀōƻǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳƻŘƛǘȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƛȊǳǊŜΦ {ƻƳŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎŜǘ ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{9t! Ƴŀȅ ƎǊŀƴǘ 
ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǊŜǎƛŘǳŜ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƻǎŜΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǎŜŜŀōƭŜ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
ŘƛŜǘŀǊȅ ǊƛǎƪΦ 

Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act 

¢ƘŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ LƴǎŜŎǘƛŎƛŘŜΣ CǳƴƎƛŎƛŘŜΣ ŀƴŘ wƻŘŜƴǘƛŎƛŘŜ !Ŏǘ όCLCw!ύ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƭŜΣ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƭŀōŜƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƻǊǎΦ CLCw! ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜǎ ǊŜŎƻǊŘƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƻǊǎ ƻŦ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘŜŘ ǳǎŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎΦ CǳǊǘƘŜǊƳƻǊŜΣ CLCw! ƛƳǇƻǎŜǎ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜΣ 
ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀƴǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎΦ 
tŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ǳǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭΦ ¢ƘŜ 
ƭŀōŜƭƛƴƎ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎŜΣ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǊŜƎƛǎǘŜǊŜŘ όŜΦƎΦΣ ǇŜǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎύΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƳƛȄǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜΦ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀōŜƭ Ƴǳǎǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǊŜπŜƴǘǊȅ 
ƛƴǘƻ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŎǊƻǇǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƘŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜΦ LŦ ŀ ǇŜǎǘƛŎƛŘŜ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ŀ ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎǎ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƭŀōŜƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜ ŎƻƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜǎ ŀ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CLCw!Φ 
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Hazardous Communication Standard 

The Occupational Safety and Health Administration helps ensure employee safety by regulating the handling and 
use of chemicals in the workplace. For instance, it administers the Hazard Communication Standard (HCS). The 
HCS ensures safety in the workplace concerning chemicals through requiring information to be provided and 
understood by workers about the identity and hazards associated with chemicals they may work with. This also 
requires that chemical manufactures and importers evaluate the hazards associated with the chemicals they 
create or import, and that these chemicals have proper labels and material safety data sheets concerning their 
hazards to others (e.g., customers). Downstream of the production, employers who utilize these hazardous 
chemicals in their workplaces are obligated to have labels and safety data sheets for their workers and to train 
them on the proper handling of these chemicals. 

Hazardous Substances Act 

The Consumer Product Safety Commission has a limited role in regulating hazardous substances; it primarily deals 
with the labeling of consumer products through the federal Hazardous Substances Act (HSA). HSA only requires 
products that may at some point be in the presence of people’s dwellings to be labeled, including during purchase, 
storage, or use. These labels must alert consumers of the potential hazards that the product may pose. However, 
in order for a product to be required for labelling, the product must be toxic, corrosive, flammable/combustible, 
an irritant, a strong sensitizer, or have the ability to generate pressure through decomposition, heat, or other 
means. Furthermore, the product must possess the ability to cause severe personal injury or substantial illness 
during or as a result of any customary or reasonably predictable handling or use, including reasonably foreseeable 
ingestion by children. 

Toxic Substances Control Act 

The federal Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA), as amended by the Frank R. Lautenberg Chemical Safety for the 
21st Century Act, permits the USEPA to evaluate the potential risk from novel and existing chemicals and address 
unacceptable risks chemicals may have on human health and the environment. The USEPA oversees the 
production, importation, use, and disposal of certain chemicals. This includes the USEPA having the authority to 
require record keeping, reporting, and test requirements and restrictions associated with certain chemical 
substances and/or mixtures. However, certain groups of chemicals are excluded from TSCA consideration, 
including—but not limited to—food, drugs, cosmetics and pesticides. Examples of chemicals included in TSCA 
consideration are lead paint, asbestos, mercury, formaldehyde, and polychlorinated biphenyls. 

Department of Transportation Hazardous Materials Regulations 

U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) Hazardous Materials Regulations (Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 
Title 49, Parts 100–185) cover all aspects of hazardous materials packaging, handling, and transportation. Parts 
107 (Hazard Materials Program), 130 (Oil Spill Prevention and Response), 172 (Emergency Response), 173 
(Packaging Requirements), 177 (Highway Transportation), 178 (Packaging Specifications), and 180 (Packaging 
Maintenance) would all apply to goods movement to and from projects occurring under the Proposed Program 
and/or surrounding uses. 

Enforcement of these aforementioned DOT regulations is shared by each of the following administrations under 
delegations from the Secretary of the DOT. 
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 Research and Special Programs Administration is responsible for container manufacturers, 
reconditioners, and retesters and shares authority over shippers of hazardous materials. 

 Federal Highway Administration enforces all regulations pertaining to motor carriers. 
 Federal Railroad Administration enforces all regulations pertaining to rail carriers. 
 FAA enforces all regulations pertaining to air carriers. 
 U.S. Coast Guard enforces all regulations pertaining to shipments by water. 

Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act 

The federal Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act (EPCRA) is designed to assist local 
communities protect public health, safety, and the environment from chemical hazards. The Community Right-to-
Know provisions help increase the public's knowledge and access to information on chemicals at individual 
facilities, their uses, and releases into the environment. The EPCRA also requires industry to report on the storage, 
usage, and releases of hazardous substances to federal, state, and local governments, and states and communities 
can use the information gained to improve chemical safety and protect public health and the environment. 

National Fire Protection Association Codes and Standards 

The National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) publishes more than 300 consensus codes and standards intended 
to minimize the possibility and effects of fire and other risks, including, but not limited to (NFPA, 2022): 

 NFPA 13 Standard for the Installation of Sprinkler Systems 
 NFPA 72 National Fire Alarm and Signaling Code 
 NFPA 88A Standard for Parking Structures 
 NFPA 1660 Standard for Emergency, Continuity, and Crisis Management: Preparedness, Response, and 

Recovery 
 NFPA 1140 Standard for Wildland Fire Protection 

State and Local 
California Building Code 

The California Building Code (CBC) includes Fire Code Elements to reduce wildfire impacts including, but not 
limited to: 

CBC Chapter 7A: This chapter applies specifically to building materials, systems and/or assemblies used in the 
exterior design and construction of new buildings located within a Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area as defined 
in Section 702A. The Shiloh Resort and Casino Project lies within the Wildland-Urban Interface area described in 
the code. These are the minimum code standards that buildings will be built to provide an increased level of 
resiliency from wildfire impacts. 

CBC Section 703A.7: Standards of Quality. The State Fire Marshal standards for exterior wildfire exposure 
protection listed below and as referenced in this chapter are located in the California Referenced Standards Code, 
Part 12 and Chapter 35 of this code. 

SFM Standard 12-7A-1: Exterior Wall Siding and Sheathing. A fire resistance test standard consisting of a 
150-kW intensity direct flame exposure for a 10-minute duration. 
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SFM Standard 12-7A-2: Exterior Windows. A fire resistance test standard consisting of a 150-kW intensity 
direct flame exposure for an 8-minute duration. 

SFM Standard 12-7A-3: Horizontal Projection Underside A fire resistance test standard consisting of a 300-
kW intensity direct flame exposure for a 10-minute duration. 

SFM Standard 12-7A-5: Ignition-resistant Material. A generic building material surface burning flame 
spread test standard consisting of an extended 30-minute ASTM E84 or UL 723 test method as is used for 
fire-retardant-treated wood. 

Sonoma County General Plan Public Safety Element 

The Sonoma County General Plan Public Safety Element contains goals, objectives, and policies to provide 
protection from wildland fire hazards including: 

GOAL PS-3: Prevent unnecessary exposure of people and property to risks of damage or injury from wildland and 
structural fires. 

Objective PS-3.2: Regulate new development to reduce the risks of damage and injury from known fire 
hazards to acceptable levels. 

Policy PS-3k: Work with the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire) to 
identify areas of high fire fuel loads and take advantage of opportunities to reduce those fuel 
loads, particularly in Very High or High Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 

Policy PS-3l: Require automatic fire sprinkler systems or other on-site fire detection and 
suppression systems in all new residential and commercial structures, with exceptions for 
detached utility buildings, garages, and agricultural exempt buildings. 

The Sonoma County Multijurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan (MHMP) was last updated in 2021 and defines 
measures to reduce risks from natural disasters, including wildfire, in the Sonoma County Operational Area. The 
Sonoma County Operation Area consists of the entire County, including unincorporated areas, incorporated cities, 
and special purpose districts. The plan complies with federal and state hazard mitigation planning requirements 
to establish eligibility for funding under Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) grant programs for all 
planning partners. 

The MHMP identifies that home loss in wildland fires is primarily driven by two equally important factors: 1) the 
vulnerability of buildings that make them prone to ignition, and 2) The vegetative fuels within 100 feet of 
structures (the area referred to as defensible space). Mitigating large-scale loss of life and property can be 
achieved through using relatively well-established techniques of home hardening, defensible space, and 
vegetation management at the scale of whole communities and the natural landscapes that surround them. 

Sonoma County Emergency Operations Plan 

The Sonoma County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP; Sonoma County, 2022) is intended to facilitate coordination 
between agencies and jurisdictions within Sonoma County while ensuring the protection of life, property, and the 
environment during disasters. In accordance with California’s Standardized Emergency Management System 
(SEMS), this Plan provides the framework for a coordinated effort between partners and provides stability and 
coordination during a disaster. Operational Area emergency response operations will be led by hazard and/ or 
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sector-specific Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs), developed and maintained by partner agencies that would 
normally lead that specific emergency operation. As a part of the shared responsibility in leading with current 
hazard-specific hazard plans, these SOPs, sometimes in the form of an annex, will be regularly updated by the 
responsible departments and agencies. These annexes include, but are not limited to: 

 Evacuation Annex that outlines the strategies, procedures, and organizational structures to be used in 
managing coordinated, large-scale evacuations in the Sonoma County Operational Area (Sonoma County 
Department of Emergency Management, 2021a); and 

 Community Alert and Warning Annex that establishes general and specific policies, procedures, and 
protocols for the use of Alert and Warning systems in the Sonoma County Operational Area during actual 
or potential emergencies that pose a significant threat to life or property (Sonoma County Department of 
Emergency Management, 2021b). 

Town of Windsor General Plan 

The Town of Windsor General Plan Public Health and Safety Element contains goals and policies to provide 
protection from fire hazards including: 

Goal PHS-4: Fire Hazards: Minimize the risks to lives and properties due to wildland fire hazards through education 
and an understanding of the natural environment 

Policy PHS-4.1 Fire Protection Design for New Development: New development adjacent to heavily 
grassed and semi-arid hillsides shall be designed to minimize fire hazards to life and property, including 
the use of fire preventive site design (i.e., defensible space), landscaping and building materials, and fire 
suppression techniques 

Policy PHS-4.6 Project Review for Proposals in Fire Hazard Areas: The Town shall require that fire hazards 
be identified during project review by comparing the project site against the fire hazard maps prepared 
by Cal Fire. Project sites that lie within the moderate to high hazard areas shall be subject to design 
modifications and conditions to minimize potential exposure to wildland fire. 

Town of Windsor Riparian Corridor Wildfire Fuel Management Plan 

The Riparian Corridor Fuel Reduction Plan (Plan; Town of Windsor, 2020) was developed in response to the 2019 
Kincade Fire, to set priorities for riparian corridor fuel reduction, and to provide decisionmakers and the public 
with a plan for managing fire hazards in riparian corridors in Windsor. The Plan describes the Town’s approach to 
managing riparian corridor vegetation on Town-owned property to reduce the probability of wildfire ignition and 
reduce the intensity and rate of spread of wildfires. Three fuel reduction zones were delineated based on riparian 
corridor proximity to the wildland-urban interface (WUI), identified ember cast zones, and density of residential 
development. 

 Zone 1 - High Priority = Residential areas and critical facilities adjacent to the WUI and Ember Cast Zone 
 Zone 2 - Medium Priority = Residential areas and critical facilities NOT adjacent to the WUI and Ember 

Cast Zone 
 Zone 3 - Low Priority = Areas adjacent to open space or other non-critical/non-residential use 

Includes creek and storm ditech fuel reduction treatment that consists of: 

 Reducing fuel load, consistent with resource agency restriction. 
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 Evaluating the need for fuel reduction in all creeks in Town. 
 Removing fallen trees only if they will cause an obstruction. 
 Trimming trees only if a canopy can be maintained. 
 Avoiding disturbance of any creek beds. 
 Providing photo-documentation (before and after photos of all work). 

Sets forth the following best management practices for fuel reduction: 

 Vegetation management is prohibited in the wetted channel (we wait until streams are dry to perform 
work) 

 Vegetation removal is with hand tools; if a chain saw is needed to perform work, a tarp is used to contain 
any wood chips/debris 

 No motorized vehicles are allowed in the channel 
 Vegetation should not be removed from channel banks 
 Large woody debris (downed logs and root wads) in the channel and banks should remain in place 
 Debris jams (fallen trees) that block the channel causing obstruction are removed 
 Vegetation management should be conducted in a manner that protects riparian habitat and water 

quality, including tree canopies that provide shade to the channel 
 Vegetation removal is either conducted outside the bird nesting season (February 1 to August 15) or 

protection for nesting birds is provided 
 Nesting bird mitigation consists of a field survey for bird nests by a qualified biologist prior to starting 

work and implementing appropriate avoidance buffers 

VISUAL RESOURCES – SECTION 3.13 OF THE EIS 
State and Local 

Sonoma County General Plan 

As described in the Open Space and Resource Conservation Element of the Sonoma County General Plan, 
community Separators are rural open space and agricultural and resource lands that separate cities and other 
communities, prevent sprawl, protect natural resources, and provide city and community identity by providing 
visual relief from continuous urbanization. The Project Site is within the Windsor-Larkfield-Santa Rosa Community 
Separator. 

The Sonoma County General Plan Open Space and Resource Conservation Element contains goals, objectives, and 
policies to guide development within the County. 

GOAL OSRC-1: Preserve the visual identities of communities by maintaining open space areas between cities and 
communities. 

Objective OSRC-1.1: Preserve important open space areas in the Community Separators shown on Figures 
OSRC-5a through OSRC-5i of the Open Space and Resource Conservation Element. 

Objective OSRC-1.2: Retain a rural character and promote low intensities of development in Community 
Separators. Avoid their inclusion in City Urban Growth Boundaries or Spheres of Influence. Avoid their 
inclusion within Urbans Service Areas for unincorporated communities. 
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Objective OSRC-1.3: Preserve existing groundwater recharge and stormwater detention areas within 
Community Separators. 

Objective OSRC-1.4: Preserve existing specimen trees and tree stands within Community Separators. 

Policy OSRC-1b: Avoid commercial or industrial uses in Community Separators other than those 
that are permitted by the agricultural or resource land use categories. 

Policy OSRC-1f: Unless there are existing design guidelines that have been adopted for the 
affected area, require that new structures within Community Separators meet the following 
criteria: 

 Site and design structures to take maximum advantage of existing topography and 
vegetation in order to substantially screen them from view from public roads. Minimize 
cuts and fills on hills and ridges; 

 Minimize the removal of trees and other mature vegetation; avoid removal of specimen 
trees, tree groupings, and windbreaks; 

 Where existing topography and vegetation would not screen structures from view from 
public roads, install landscaping consisting of native vegetation in natural groupings that 
fits with the character of the area in order to substantially screen structures from view. 
Screening with native, fire-retardant plants may be required; 

 Design structures to use building materials and color schemes that blend with the natural 
landscape and vegetation; 

 To the extent feasible, cluster structures on each parcel within existing built areas, and 
near existing natural features such as tree groupings; 

 Utilities are underground where economically practical.; 
 On hills and ridges, avoid structures that project above the silhouette of the hill or ridge 

against the sky as viewed from public roads, and substantially screen driveways from view 
where practical; and 

 Minimize impervious surfaces and encourage groundwater recharge with effective design 
features and materials that allow stormwater infiltration and detention. 

GOAL OSRC-6: Preserve the unique rural and natural character of Sonoma County for residents, businesses, 
visitors, and future generations. 

Objective OSRC-6.2: Establish Rural Character as a primary criterion for review of discretionary projects, but 
not including administrative design review for single family homes on existing lots. 

Policy OSRC-6a: Develop design guidelines for discretionary projects in rural areas, but not including 
administrative design review for single family homes on existing lots, that protect and reflect the rural 
character of Sonoma County. Use the following general design principles until these Design Guidelines are 
adopted, while assuring that Design Guidelines for agricultural support uses on agricultural lands are 
consistent with Policy AR-9h of the Agricultural Resources Element. 

 New structures blend into the surrounding landscape, rather than stand out. 
 Landscaping is included and is designed to blend in with the character of the area. 
 Paved areas are minimized and allow for informal parking areas. 
 Adequate space is provided for natural site amenities. 
 Exterior lighting and signage are minimized. 
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Sonoma County Code of Ordinances 

The Sonoma County Code of Ordinances contains development criteria for new construction within the County. 
The Code of Ordinances includes specific development criteria for Community separators and scenic landscape 
units (Ord. No. 6252, § II (Exh. C), 12-4-2018; Ord. No. 5132 § 2, 1999: Ord. No. 4985 § 1(d), 1996; Ord. No. 4973 
§ 12(a), 1996; Ord. No. 4643, 1993). The Project Site is within a community separator. These development criteria 
include encourage the siting of new construction in inconspicuous areas, as well as the use of vegetation and 
natural landforms for visual screening. Additionally, the development criteria include clustering buildings, height 
limitations, and limited cut and fill. 

Additionally, the Sonoma County Code of Ordinances contains general sign provisions. These provisions are 
intended to insure the stability and safeguarding of property values; to protect the investments, both public and 
private, in buildings and land; to preserve and improve the appearance of the county as a place to live and work; 
to encourage sound signing practices as an aid to business and for the information of the public; to prevent 
excessive and abusive signing; to reduce hazards and confusion to motorists and pedestrians; and to promote the 
public health, safety and general welfare (Ord. No. 4643, 1993). 

Dark-Sky Association’s Model Lighting Ordinance 

The International Dark-Sky Association and the Illuminating Engineering Society of North America have 
developed a Model Lighting Ordinance to address the need for strong, consistent outdoor lighting regulation in 
North America (IDA, 2011). The purpose of the Model Lighting Ordinance is to provide regulations for outdoor 
lighting that will: 

 Permit the use of outdoor lighting that does not exceed the minimum levels specified in Illuminating 
Engineering Society recommended practices for night-time safety, utility, security, productivity, 
enjoyment, and commerce; 

 Minimize adverse offsite impacts of lighting such as light trespass, and obtrusive light; 
 Curtail light pollution, reduce skyglow and improve the nighttime environment for astronomy; 
 Help protect the natural environment from the adverse effects of night lighting from gas or electric 

sources; and 
 Conserve energy and resources to the greatest extent possible. 
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