
Notice of Exemption 

TO:  Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

FROM: Central Valley Flood Protection Board 
3310 El Camino Avenue, Suite 170 
Sacramento, CA 95821 
Jordan Robbins, (916) 524-3454 
Jordan.Robbins@cvflood.ca.gov  

State Clearinghouse Number: 2022050074 

Project Title: Permit No. 8064-1 – Watkins Low Water Crossing Replacement Project 

Project Applicant/Lead Agency: Stockton East Water District; Manuel Verduzco; Senior Engineer; 6767 East 
Main. St., Stockton, CA 95215; mverduzco@sewd.net; (209) 444-3131 

Project Location: The project is located in-channel of Mormon Slough, approximately 1 mile downstream of the 
Escalon-Bellota Road Bridge, San Joaquin County (38.040256, -121.029653). 

Project Description: To replace the existing Watkins low-water crossing as part of the Calaveras Fish Passage 
Improvements for Flashboard Dam and Low Water Crossing Project. The project includes replacement of the 
existing concrete crossing and riprap with ten precast Type 2 reinforced concrete box culvert sections arranged in 
two rows of five culverts, each approximately 10 feet wide, 21 feet long, and 8 feet high, and construction of 
associated concrete wingwalls. The project also includes grading approximately 650 linear feet of streambed. 
Grading will create a 10-foot-wide low-flow channel with 2:1 side slopes and includes approximately 2,204 cubic 
yards of excavation and 1,815 cubic yards of fill within an approximately 43,000-square-foot project footprint. 
Disturbed areas will be finished with native material and engineered streambed material. 

Public Agency Approving Project: Central Valley Flood Protection Board (Board) 

Exempt Status: 
☒ Categorical Exemption: Sec. 15301, 15333, 15304, 15302 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
The project is exempt from CEQA under the Class 1, Existing Facilities categorical exemption (California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, Section 15301), because the activity consists of the operation, repair, maintenance, 
permitting, leasing, licensing or minor alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical 
equipment, or topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of use. No expansion of existing or 
former use will occur. The project is also exempt from CEQA under the Class 33, Small Habitat Restoration 
Projects, categorical exemption (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15333) because the proposed 
activity consists of projects not to exceed five acres in size to assure the maintenance, restoration, enhancement, 
or protection of habitat for fish, plants, or wildlife. The project is also exempt from CEQA under the Class 4, Minor 
Alterations to Land categorical exemption (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15304), because the 
activity consists of minor public or private alterations in the condition of land, water, and/or vegetation which do 
not involve removal of mature, scenic trees except for forestry and agricultural purposes. The project is also 
exempt from CEQA under the Class 2, Replacement or Reconstruction (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
15302), because the activity consists of replacement and reconstruction of an existing structure in the same 
location and will have substantially the same purpose and capacity as the replaced structure. Further, none of the 
exceptions to the exemption in California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15300.2 apply. 

 
Signature Chris Lief, Executive Officer Date 

☒ Signed by Public Agency ☐ Signed by Responsible Agency 

Docusign Envelope ID: 540CC2E1-D924-82B9-80ED-3D564D494168

7/16/2026
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